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1 John 2:1-14             4-21-21 

Walk Like Jesus 
I. Slide1 Announce: 

A.Slide2 Wed Night Ministry Opportunities: Cameras, lighting, Visuals. Welcoming 
Team. Calvary Kids. Youth Ministries. Community Group Training/facilitators.  

B. Slide3 Next Wed Night out in courtyard. New Lighting. 

II. Slide4,5 Intro: Walk Like Jesus 
A.I built a hatchet throwing area in my back yard. Whether you’re throwing hatchets, 

darts, shooting archery, or shooting paper targets, to get proficient you should 
always aim for the bull's-eye and not to just hit the target. [lazy just trying to hit target not center] 
1. Then Spirit’s reminder for us tonight is to keep Jesus as the spiritual 

bull’s-eye in your life, when it comes to not sinning, obeying God & loving 
people.  

B.Realize up front - you must not sin, you must obey all God’s commands, & you must 
love people … you could never do on your own! You need Jesus. None of us can do 
it without Him! 

III. Slide6a A CALL TO A SINLESS LIFESTYLE (1,2) 
A.Springing from vs.10 John gives his purpose for writing (1a) so that you may not 

sin. Then if anyone does sin, know God’s plan for your sinfulness. 
1. Both ideas must be maintained. Both thoughts must be balanced. 

B. That you may not sin - tense is aorist speaking of acts of sin not a habitual lifestyle. 
1. One of the purposes of Jesus’ saving act is to empower people to 

overcome sin.    
2. Slide6b Not shoot for sinning less or less often. That you don’t sin is the 

ideal 
3. He quickly knew this ideal wouldn’t be met. But if anyone does sin.  
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a) This reveals that John did believe that specific acts of sin are possible in a 

believers life. (some actually refute that) 
C. Slide6c We have an advocate - a person pleading for or defending believers - a 

judicial advocate in the heavenly courtroom. What is the case He pleads? 
1. Not innocence, or even a plea for mercy. Christ case is built on His 

applying His death to our misdeeds. 
D.Jesus Christ the righteous -  

1. Jesus (highlights His humanity & His understanding). His sweet name 
Jesus/He shall save His people from their sin imply’s His success. 

2. Christ (highlights His Messianic office, therefore His qualification to help).  
3. The righteous (emphasizes His ability to approach God, on our behalf). 

E. Slide6d The propitiation - the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  
1. His death isn’t effective for the whole world, it’s only available to the 

whole world. [He died for the saved (2a) He died for the unsaved (2b)] 
a) It must be accepted by faith to gain its benefit. 

2. Slide7 The missionary message is the limitless significance of Jesus 
Christ as the propitiation for our sins, and a missionary is one who is 
soaked in that revelation. Oswald Chambers, My utmost for his highest 
a) This message is not patriotic, it’s irrespective of nations, it’s for the 

whole world.  
b) “A missionary is one who is wedded to the charter of his Lord and 

Master; he has not to proclaim his own point of view, but to proclaim 
the Lamb of God. It is easier to belong to a coterie(KOderee)/inner circle 
which tells what Jesus Christ has done for me, easier to become a 
devotee to Divine healing, or to a special type of sanctification, or to the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost. Paul did not say - Woe is unto me, if I do 
not preach what Christ has done for me, but - Woe is unto me, if I 
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preach not the gospel! This is the Gospel - The Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world! 

F. Propitiation = to appease an offended person. 
1. Sin arouses the wrath of God; if people are to be forgiven, something 

must be done about His anger. Jesus’ death on the cross brought the 
means by which divine anger was averted from sinners. 

2. John presents Jesus not as the one who offers the appeasement, but as 
the offering itself.  

3. God is just. Anger must be adverted. Wrong must be righted. Debt must 
be paid for.    

4. Propitiation: has to do with what brings about a change in God’s attitude 
toward us, so that we are restored to the fellowship and favor of God.  

IV. Slide8a A CALL TO OBEDIENCE (3-6) 
A.(3,4) We can know Him (4) & know that we know Him (3). 

1. Slide8b We can know Him: intellectually & experientially & intimately (by 
being in fellowship with Him). 

B. How can we know that we know Him? If we obey His commands. 
1. What are His commandments? He’ll get to that in next section (love) 

C. Slide8c It doesn’t matter if a person claims to know God (see whoever says, vs.4,6,9), 
the test is found in the lifestyle of obedience. 

V. Slide9a A CALL TO ACTION (6) walk like Jesus 
A.(6) Obedience is now illustrated with Jesus’ life. 

1. Slide9b An authentic Christian is one who walks as Jesus walked. 
a) Walk, a figurative word for how you conduct your life, how you live, what you do. 

2. Jesus’ initial call was what? Come follow Me. [come & see, go & tell. Mt.28] 
3. His closing exhortation was? as the Father sent Me so I send you.  
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4. Ought - is a business term that means to be bound by obligation. 

a) Slide9c We must not only follow His commands, but must act like Him. There 
we go, just act like Jesus. act like Jesus 

VI.Slide10a A CALL TO A LOVING ATTITUDE (7-11) love like Jesus 
A.This test is a social test...a test of love. 
B. Wait, so is it new or old? Yes. 
C. (7) It’s not a new commandment, because it's really old, from Lev.19:18 Love your 

neighbor. (8) It is a new commandment because the command to love (which Jesus 
and His followers exhibit) belongs to the new age of righteousness which has begun 
to dawn. 
1. The commandment is not just to love one another, but to love as Christ 

loved - even to the point of being willing to lay down one’s life.  
[Has God’s kind of love been activated in you?] 

D.When we’re in fellowship with God, walking in the light, we also walk in love. 
1. It’s a basic spiritual principle that when Christians are out of fellowship 

with God, they usually can’t get along with God’s people. 
E. Slide10b It’s new in several ways:   

1. In its authority (Jesus takes the old & puts His sanction upon it) 
2. In its standard (He presented His own love as the model for ours) 
3. In its emphasis (love is to be primary in our behavior) 
4. In its extent (our love should extend to all our neighbors & even our enemies) 
5. In its experience (As the truth of its newness is seen in you) 

F. (10) The challenge? Investigate your loving attitude. 
1. A person either lives a life of hatred or love. 
2. Slide10c He lives a lifestyle of love. He isn’t stumbling, nor causing others 

to stumble (lit. a stumbling block is not in him). 
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3. If love is the key that keeps us from causing others to stumble, then love 

we must. 
G.He cannot find direction because the darkness has blinded him. Hatred has distorted 

his perspective, it has stolen his ability to see. 
1. They are like the the fish in Echo River (in the Mammoth Caves of 

Kentucky/ Tetra) that have eye sockets, but no eyes. They are persons of 
hate who cannot see where they are headed. They are walking straight 
into eternal, moral, & spiritual darkness. 

VII.Slide11a A FAMILY SPIRITUALLY DEVELOPING (12-14) 
A.All of God’s children have been forgiven, but we ought to grow in the Lord. [This 

could be different age groups or be varying stages of spiritual maturity] 
1. We ought to become strong young men/women in the faith, & ultimately 

spiritual fathers/mothers. 
2. Baby believer? Adolescent? Grown up? - Which are you? 

B. The address becomes more personal, the structure turns poetic. 
1. Slide11b Do you allow Gods word to be more than apologetic & 

systematic?    
a) There was only a couple of bible books written that way out of 66.  

2. Slide11c Is becoming a Christian to you more like baking cookies or falling 
in love?   
a) 3 dominate metaphors in Scripture: sheep to shepherd, child to father, bride to 

bridegroom. [always relational, not bullet points & formulas] 
b) Why do we have to chart everything? We even try to break the Song of 

Solomon into bullet points. Allow poetry to be beauty, art, & spiritual. 
3. Slide12a When Darwin attacked Gen.1 & 2 we began to answer science, 

not by appealing to something greater, but by attempting to translate 
spiritual realities through scientific equations. Donald Millar, Searching For God Knows 
What, pg.160 
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a) Slide12b Jesus is the Word. He is both God & man. The Trinity is both 3 & 1. 

We are united with Him in His death. These are mysterious ideas, not 
scientific ideas. 

b) Poetry goes to soul level (see Gen.2:23 when Adam saw Eve for the 1st time, 
right after anesthesia for a rib removal procedure). It was man’s only recoded 
statement, before the fall, and it is poetry. 

C. Keywords: walk, sin, advocate, propitiation, appease, obedience, fellowship, love, 


