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March 30, 2022

Dear Friends:

I’m writing to follow up my message from this past Sunday in our 
church service. I announced that I will not be seeking another year of 
appointment as senior pastor at QFMC and that I will be completing 
my assignment here at the end of June. If you would like to view that 
service you can do so by following this link: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=WHQTtKlJlZU

I want to take this opportunity to share a brief history of QFMC, a word 
about the process that Diane and I have gone through to discern the 
Lord’s guidance, and to say “thank you.”

The Quincy Free Methodist Church was planted in the Spring of 1955. 
Diane and I came to this flock 55 years later, in the summer of 2010. 
QFMC’s history includes people who took courageous steps of faith to 
begin this fellowship. The previous pastors and congregations faithfully 
followed Jesus. They dreamed of developing a piece of property that 
would allow for expanded ministry yet were compelled to move beyond 
the four walls of the building to serve others in the name of Jesus. Those 
faithful followers of Jesus sacrificed time, money, sweat, and tears to 
build what we now call QFMC. God blessed their faith-obedience, and the 
result was many changed lives. So much faith, praise, and service have 
been offered to God in the past 67 years. Our heritage is rich, and the 
future is bright. We are thankful for those faithful servants who built on the 
foundation of the Lord Jesus Christ, our Cornerstone.

When Diane and I became part of this flock, we were welcomed into your 
lives and community. Over the past 12 years, we have had the privilege of 
sharing in faith, praise, and service with so many wonderful people. We’ve 
been allowed to add to what others before us have given. I think of QFMC 
as a continuation and growth of those original seeds of faith that were 
planted 67 years ago.

When the Lord guided Diane and I into pastoral ministry in 1999, we did 
not anticipate that He would eventually lead us to Quincy. We are so 
thankful that God gave us the gift of being part of QFMC. When we made 
the transition into vocational ministry, we committed to the Lord that He 
would determine our location and duration. Within recent months, Diane 
and I sensed that the Lord was preparing us for a transition. He has 
patiently encouraged us as we have discerned his guidance. 



In Hebrews 11:8 it says, “It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave home 
and go to another land that God would give him as his inheritance.” He went without knowing where 
he was going. The Lord has not yet revealed where He is leading our family. We are at peace even 
though our next step is yet unknown. But when I think about it, that is a bit like this life we all live, 
isn’t it? We follow the Lord without knowing all of the details. God, in His kindness, gives us His 
loving presence and perfect peace.

We want to assure you all that we love you very much. Leaving home is never easy to do. For us,
this feels like a “rending of the heart.” Yet, we know that “holding on” when God is directing us to let
go would not please Him, nor would it be satisfying. I’ve said many times in the past 12 years as 
your pastor, “the anthem of the followers of Jesus is: YES LORD!” It would not do for us to veer 
off that course now that it is our turn to say, “YES LORD.” We have already experienced the Lord’s 
comfort and kindness in our waiting, and we are certain that He will give us clear leading at just the 
right time. We are also comforted in the knowledge of your love and support.

As my role of being your senior pastor is coming to a close in June, Diane and I say “Thank You!” to 
the entire QFMC fellowship. It has been such an honor to share life with you all. We bless our staff 
and their families, as well as the good QFMC Board members and the entire QFMC family. We are 
praying that the Lord will bless QFMC as you continue to follow the Lord Jesus Christ. We are 
confident that the Lord will continue to move among you and build His Kingdom through you. He is 
great, and He has great plans for QFMC.

We will keep you posted on where the Lord leads us next. We covet your prayers and will keep you
all in our prayers as we continue on the journey.

I will sign off with this final word … 
Stay the course in following Jesus! He is faithful, and He is worth it!

On behalf of my beautiful bride, Diane, and with sincere love,

Your brother and friend-

Shaun
Senior Pastor
QFMC


