PHILOSOPHY 
OF 
ROCK CHURCH SCHOOL
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"Don't Prevent the Children From Coming To Me,
 For This Is The Kingdom of God"
The administration and staff of Rock Church School are dedicated to the training of young people in a program of study, activity and living that is Christ-centered.  The school is an expanded ministry of Rock Church.  It is an integral-inseparable part of Rock Church’s ministry. The school is not “an arm of the church” it is the “church in action”.

The objective is to obey the scriptural imperatives of Deuteronomy 6:5-7a “And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.  And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children . . .” and of Proverbs 22:6 to train up a child in the way he should go.

We consider the Christ-centered education of our youth not as an alternative but as a divine mandate from the Lord our God. The school exists solely because of this conviction. Martin Luther once said:

“I am much afraid that schools will prove to be the gates of hell unless they diligently

labor in explaining the Holy Scriptures, engraving them in the hearts of the youth.”

“I advise no one to place his child where the Scriptures do not reign paramount.”

“Every institution in which men are not unceasingly occupied with the 
Word of God becomes corrupt.”

AS GO THE SCHOOL, SO GOES THE NATION!
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It doesn’t take much intelligence or imagination to see the fulfillment of those statements in America from the 50’s to this present time and to see the continuing decline on our nation’s youth in areas of morality, godliness, and patriotism.

Conforming a nation to Biblical principles of personal morality and responsibility rests upon the premise that future generation be trained in scriptural principles. Rock Church School is dedicated to the vision of training up an army of godly young men and women who are committed to living by His standards. 
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We share the responsibility with parents to build character into their children and to meet the spiritual needs of these young people who will inherit the leadership of our country.  This nation desperately needs leaders with character who fear God and keep His statutes.

Development of a child’s Christian character is not accidental.  It is the result of deliberate, purposeful attention to more than the content of instruction.

Teddy Roosevelt was once quoted as stating, “To educate a child in his mind and not in his heart is to train a menace to society.” How true that statement is. “Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” (Proverbs 22:6)  Christ desires that children not only be trained in academics, but that parents and teachers focus children’s’ hearts Godward.

Rock Church School’s staff and faculty see the value of a child from God’s point of view; a Christian teacher is interested in developing a child’s salvation; a Christian teacher is interested in developing a child’s spiritual gifts. Psalm One admonishes Christians not to walk in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stand in with sinners, nor sit with the scornful.  The Latin phrase “in loco parentis” means that teachers are to stand in the place of parents.  However, teachers, as parents, can be excuses to sin or examples of righteousness. They produce kind after kind. God intends for parents not to allow ungodly scorners to stand in their place regarding the instruction of their children.  

God has clearly commanded the protection of the souls or minds of children.  The Lord promises love, joy, peace, and comfort for those whose minds are focused on Him.  Rock Church School purposes to impose those disciplines upon the child, which will mold Christian principles of behavior.

Rock Church School trains children through a conditioning process.  Conditioning[image: image5.png]


 entails programming certain selected material into a child’s soul as well as withholding certain material from the soul of the child.  School staff and parents must jealously guard this principle and exercise caution wherever preparing the arena in which children will be trained for Christian living and service. Christian parents should desire to guard their children from the standards and practices of the world, while exposing them to “things just, good, honest, true, and lovely”.

No parent should regard Rock Church School as a rehabilitation institution for those who demonstrate socially deviant behavior.  Rock Church School can not be both a rehabilitation center and a training institution for children whose parents want them in a distinctly Christian environment. Rock Church School is not for every child. It is for children whose parents want them to be yoked to the image and likeness of Christ.


God has very explicitly instructed parents to train their children to love God and His laws. He warns parents to build their homes intertwined with the Word of Truth.  Anything less than conscientious, purposeful, daily instruction in God’s righteousness is to leave children to their own devices, and unnecessarily subject them to the godless pressures of the world.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN IS COMMANDED OF GOD.
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Many Christian parents do not yet realize that Christian education for their children is commanded of God:  “Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”  (Proverbs 22:6); “. . .and thou shall teach them diligently unto thy children and shall talk of them. . .”(Deut. 6:6-13);  “. . .come ye children, hearken unto me;  I will teach you the fear of the Lord.” (Psalms 34:11); “. . .we will not hide them from their children, showing the generation to come the praises of the Lord  …that they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God. . .” (Psalms 74:4-7);  “Whom shall he teach knowledge. . .them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.  For precept must be upon precept. . .line upon line. . .here a little and there a little.”  (Isa.28:9-10); “For I know him, that he will command his children… and they shall keep the way of the Lord.” (Genesis 18:19); . . . and ye fathers. . .bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4)


The point is clear; God is emphatic in the matter: children are to be deliberately trained daily to know and practice the Word of God.  Rock Church School is committed to assisting parents in that daily training.  If that is your sole motive in enrolling your child, we can legitimately labor together to that end.  If not, there is no valid basis for their enrollment.
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ROCK CHURCH SCHOOL 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

Rock Church School uses 

The Accelerated Christian Educational Program 
because it is:

ACADEMICALLY SOUND

Individualized

Each child is infinitely more than a member of a group.  He is an individual with unique past experiences, capabilities, interests, and needs. In a group, he may be comparatively slow, average, or fast, as he struggles to keep pace through ever-changing adjustments to group differences and moods. 

Achievement Oriented

People thrive on achievement; it is a vital, motivating force.  Students can be taught facts and information. Learning, though, is contingent on a person’s desire for knowledge.  The A.C.E. program is based on a procedure that rewards success in academic achievement.

A.C.E. places the tools of academic learning in the hands of the student.  Since learning tools are tailored to his ability, not age, an impressive degree of success is possible. A.C.E. students regularly achieve more than one year for each year in school; some as much as two years. When learning materials are prescribed individually to inspire maximum achievement, no fast student is held back and no slow student is compelled to keep up with a lock-step group; both will enjoy their individual successes.  Neither will suffer the “failure” image.

Motivation
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Professional guidance provides control and inspiration.  Goal Charts and Progress Charts combine to build self-discipline and success-consciousness.  Class rules and earned privileges combine to minimize problems and promote respect for authority.  The teacher, as a counselor, supervisor, and friend, is present to stimulate cooperation, maximize learning and respect for leadership.
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IT IS CHRISTIAN

Bible-centered
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Education is life.  The Bible is the Book of Life and is the foundation of all human relations and principles of teaching.  It is the basis of all A.C.E. text materials.  “Daily in the Scriptures” is designed for programming the mind to enable the child to see life from God’s point of view. A.C.E. presents a learning and social profile which is totally Christian.  Humanism, progressivism, situation ethics, and the new morality are refuted and replaced by the absolute standards of right and wrong.

Multi-graded

Grading and grouping students according to their chronological age often hampers student achievement.  Through National Achievement Tests and diagnostic testing the A.C.E. student is evaluated relative to vocabulary and skills.  This makes it possible to prescribe his curriculum at his actual level of performance. Grade level is determined by his ability, not age.  Students of relative social and mental maturity participate in guided, social exchanges.

Learning Replaces Failure

Children do not come to school as failures; they may go home this way.  If a child is placed in an academic situation beyond his capability, he is headed for failure, because of frustration, which prompts him to act irresponsibly. Most delinquents are school dropouts. Discipline problems in the classroom and a high rate of absenteeism result from frustrations, which accompany failure. Our program minimizes academic failures and boredom by eliminating unfair competition and lock-step learning restraints.  Prescribed, bite-size, achievable objectives provide a break-through for the under-achiever and a challenge for the more capable student.

Profile of Success

Success is finding God’s will for one’s life. Academic learning and a high sense of Christian value can be attained through Christian education. A Bible-based school provides an atmosphere that enriches lives and encourages full-time Christian service.


In Accelerated Christian Education all learning begins with a thoroughly Christian curriculum. Never before has there been a complete self-instructional curriculum available (all twelve grades) that supports and teaches the Word of God!  A.C.E. has provided a course of study that not only assumes the Bible is God’s Word and is accurate, but teaches every subject from the viewpoint of eternal values.
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In A.C.E. PACE’s, science begins with “in the beginning, God created the heaven and earth.”  Learning in every subject centers on what God would have us know to live rightly in His world. Every PACE quotes the Scriptures and is carefully planned to glorify God and to teach and encourage Christian living. Each PACE (Packet of Accelerated Christian Education) contains a character objective with character cartoons, which inspire the child to live a quality of life consistent with the character traits of our Lord Jesus Christ. A.C.E. is the most completely Christian curriculum on the market.  


A.C.E. provides a comprehensive Christian curriculum in Accelerated Christian Education.  A child begins with the “ABC’s of A.C.E.” as soon as he can pass a reading-readiness test.  Soon he is doing much of the work on his own, and as soon as he has learned all the letter sounds, he will be sounding out words.  He then begins the individualized system of study in Mathematics, English, Social Studies, and Science.  He progresses at his own pace, with constant encouragement from his supervisor to set realistic goals and move along constantly in all subjects.


Twelve PACE’s in each subject cover one year’s work for him.  He can move ahead faster, or go slower if that is the best pace for him. When he masters a PACE and passes a test on it, he moves on to the next PACE. Students excel on Christian curriculum. Because Biblical truths permeate the A.C.E. curriculum, students benefit from academic excellence and awareness of right and wrong. The result is greater academic achievement.


An additional aid to A.C.E. students is that the material is not bound in large, over-sized textbooks.  Instead, each subject has been broken down and is presented in small, “bite-size” PACE’s (Packet of Accelerated Christian Education), enabling students to master the material in small segments. Paces contain 30 to 40 pages.


Each PACE is designed to require approximately two to three weeks to complete, and the knowledge in one PACE is built naturally upon those things, which he already knows. PACE’s allow students to process steadily through the curriculum, building a firm understanding.  Advancement to new material is not permitted until testing demonstrates students have thoroughly comprehended all material covered in a PACE. This assures learning.


Capable students may move ahead in subjects that they readily grasp without being held back by other students who need additional time to learn. Also, students requiring additional assistance are provided time and help in comprehending difficult concepts.  Therefore, students are not required to attempt new material until they fully understand foundational concepts.


Consistent goal checking of student achievement assures the Learning Center teacher that each student progresses satisfactorily in all subjects and at optimum speed.  Individually prescribed PACE’s allow teachers to fill in “gaps” in students’ learning experiences.  Students who previously felt frustration in the classroom now master the basics. Confidence gained from successfully completing this academic “gap” material prompts a new attitude toward school and learning.  Many students quickly make up academic deficiencies and forge ahead with renewed enthusiasm to superior educational accomplishments. Christian teachers using Christian curriculum with Scriptural methods will produce Christian results.


Rock Church School students are continually developing a good system of personal study habits and self-motivation.  In a society that places less and less emphasis on personal responsibility, the development of self-control and motivation is an education within itself.
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Because A.C.E. learning tools are prescribed to the individual student’s ability, each student works at a level where he can understand and master the material.  This frees the student to work within the limits of his own speed and develop his ability towards its greatest potential.  To make the system most effective, each student must be helped to develop the ability to motivate himself and maintain constant advancement.  He also learns to maintain academic “balance”: progression in all subject areas at an equal rate.  To accomplish self-motivation and academic “balance”, Rock Church School utilizes effective programs recommended by A.C.E. in controls and incentives.  Daily academic goals are set by each student to assist in attaining objectives.  Earned privileges and constant teacher encouragement stimulate maximum learning desire and academic progress in each child.


Learning--not teaching--is the vital issue in education. As a child takes responsibility for learning, his learning increases. No two children are the same; therefore, teaching materials must provide a way for each child to develop at his own pace, in his own way.  Children must be taught to take responsibility for the amount they will learn and the quality of their learning (by the setting of learning goals, with measurable achievement at each step). Learning must be based upon Scriptural rather than secular principles, and Christian precepts must be built into the curriculum, not taken on as a separate subject.
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Because each child has unique needs, differing capabilities, varied past experience, and special interests, educators have come to realize that each child should be able to progress in school at his own pace. A.C.E. materials are self- instructional.  Each student’s program is prescribed for him individually, taking into account his learning ability and achievement level.

THE SLOW STUDENT 
IS NEVER LEFT BEHIND.

THE FAST STUDENT 
IS NEVER HELD BACK.

In a conventional classroom, teachers instruct the entire class at one time, with little time available for interaction with the individual student. One national study concluded, “In a typical school, on an average day, a child gets only 5 minutes of personal attention from the teacher.”  In the A.C.E. Learning Center, students are busy working on PACE’s (individual packets of self-instructional curriculum material), each at his own speed. The teacher, freed from class instruction, works with individual students. In this one-to-one relationship, there is no fear of embarrassment.  The student may ask questions openly when he is puzzled and receive detailed help when needed. Each child is patiently taught to set his own goals, to learn initiative, and to grow in responsibility. As skills, knowledge, and speed increase, his sense of acknowledgment grows.  Self-motivation and good study habits follow; by-products that may be as valuable as the education itself!

[image: image14.png]iViembership
Class




� HYPERLINK "http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93002160" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/s/sy/symbols_1489c_50.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93002160" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/s/sy/symbols_1489c_50.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93004434" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/o/ot/ot11ck_50.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





�





�





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.captioneditor.churchart.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/school_2034c1_web.jpg?guid=41f6c2ba-54f6-447f-8395-9d5e878731f2" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








PAGE  

