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Preface 

 The work and power of the Holy Spirit has been neglected for too long by the 

church. This has led to a diminishing influence of Christianity upon the developed 

nations of the world in the 21st century. Whereas the 20th century experienced an 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit second only to that of the Early Church, the 21st century 

has yet to encounter the Holy Spirit. There is a new generation, though, whom God is 

raising up in every nation. They are beginning to speak of their need for the Holy Spirit. 

In some places, they are crying out for Him because they know there is more than they 

are presently learning and experiencing.  

 Each generation of believers has a divine mandate to pass on the faith to those 

who follow them. This not only entails foundational knowledge regarding the tenants of 

the Christian faith, but also an experiential and operational development consistent with 

those tenants. To ignore either will lead to shipwreck in the future and make Christianity 

in the minds of the next generation just one of several competing world religions vying 

for their allegiance. To avoid this trend, we must move beyond the strictly academic or 

cerebral understanding of the Holy Spirit to what I call “experiential revelation.” Simply 

stated, this is when the light goes off in believers that they can and must have and 

experience the things about the Holy Spirit they see in the Scriptures. In other words, 

one comes to the realization that the narrative stories they read about in the book of 

Acts of believers experiencing and operating in the power of the Holy Spirit is also 

destined to become their narrative story.  

I don’t want to sound too academic in this presentation on what is theologically 

called Pneumatology or the study of the Spirit, but God’s people in most places lack a 

comprehensive biblical knowledge regarding the Holy Spirit. This is evident in many 

churches, Bible Colleges, and Theological Seminaries worldwide. In those cases where 

there still remains a knowledge about the Holy Spirit, there is the notable absence of 

any narrative stories involving divine encounters with the Holy Spirit and demonstrations 

of His power. This presentation seeks among other things to combine a biblical 

understanding of the Holy Spirit with a narrative that clearly reflects the truths 

concerning the work and power of the Holy Spirit. Each teaching session is devoted to 

this end of rediscovering the Holy Spirit in the 21st century. This generation needs the 

Holy Spirit! 

Michael D. Gross 
5-Fold Global Ministries 
North Canton, Ohio                                       
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Teaching Session One 

Title: The Identity of the Holy Spirit 

Objective: To foster a relationship with the Holy Spirit aligned with the divine position 

and work of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

The Subject of Neglect 

Many books have been written about the Holy Spirit and His work. These works 

reveal that there remains a diversity of opinion on many things about the Holy Spirit. I 

think it’s fair to say that views about the Holy Spirit are typically consistent with the 

particular loyalties of each author and/or church denomination or tradition. After all, you 

would not expect an Anglican to have the same perspective as a Pentecostal or a 

Baptist as a Charismatic. However, there is widespread agreement by all that the Holy 

Spirit is being neglected by the church today. For example, the late John F. Walvoord, a 

leading evangelical who taught for many years on the doctrine of the Holy Spirit at 

Dallas Theological Seminary and was opposed to the Pentecostal and Charismatic 

perspectives states that The personality of the Holy Spirit has been subject to denial 

and neglect through the centuries of the Christian church and is seldom understood by 

twentieth-century Christians.1 I would emphatically state that the “denial and neglect” is, 

for the most part, continuing in the 21st century. John Bevere, a distinguished 

Charismatic teacher says, Sadly, the Holy Spirit is probably the most ignored Person in 

the Church.2 Anglican Michael Green, Senior Research Fellow at Oxford University 

makes much the same point: Many adherents of all denominations have been in the 

same state. They have, of course, heard about the Holy Spirit, but have either put it all 

down to typical ecclesiastical in-talk, or assumed that it was not intended for ordinary 

folk like themselves.3 The renowned German Evangelist, Reinhard Bonnke, also sees 

this ignoring of the Holy Spirit in church history: Throughout most of the church’s history 

the Holy Spirit was not much more than a name…For centuries people thought of the 

“Holy Ghost” as just that, a holy ghost, a sort of religious fragrance or ambience 

lingering in Gothic churches. The majesty of the Almighty, the Third Person of the 

Godhead, seemed known only as a mysterious cathedral atmosphere. That is quite a 

status reduction!4 

 
1 Walvoord, John F. (2010-12-21). The Holy Spirit: A Comprehensive Study of the Person and Work of the Holy 
Spirit (Kindle Locations 83-85). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 
2 Bevere, John; Bevere, Addison (2013-08-14). The Holy Spirit: An Introduction (Kindle Location 527). 
Messenger International. Kindle Edition. 
3 Michael Green (2004, 1975). I Believe In The Holy Spirit (Kindle Locations 50-51). Kindle Edition. 
4 Bonnke, Reinhard (2010-10-17). Holy Spirit - Revelation and Revolution (Kindle Locations 120-125). E-R 
Productions, LLC. Kindle Edition. 
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What does all this mean? Is there a resurgence in interest about the Holy Spirit 

on both a theological and experiential level? I propose that it must include both. Not only 

do we need to experience the Holy Spirit, but we must grow up or mature in our 

understanding. And how do the rank and file Christians navigate through all the different 

views to arrive at a relationship with the Holy Spirit aligned with Scripture and the 

narrative experience of believers in the Early Church?  

The Holy Spirit and the Trinity 

I fully agree with Bonnke, To talk about him we have first to identify him.5  This is 

the starting place in order to seek a true relationship with the Holy Spirit. I believe this 

also applies to the experiential element. It’s unthinkable that the Holy Spirit be limited to 

a theological discussion without entertaining the notion of experiencing the Spirit. A 

biblical understanding should guide or confirm one’s experience with the Holy Spirit 

depending on which comes first. There are two points that determine a sound and 

healthy approach to the Holy Spirit. The first is the divine position or deity of the Holy 

Spirit as the third person of the Trinity and the second is the divine attributes of the 

Spirit. Although there are a few fringe elements, the bulk of Christianity fully embraces 

these two points of contact. In fact, adherence to the doctrine of the Trinity is used as a 

litmus test to determine Christian legitimacy around the world. For this reason, it’s most 

difficult to understand why the church would foolishly neglect the Holy Spirit! Just think 

about this for a moment and consider these examples. 

A young Christian man on his way to become a pastor and a medical doctor was 

exposed in an interdenominational group to teaching on the Holy Spirit and those who 

had experienced the Spirit in much the same way as recorded in the Book of Acts. After 

receiving counsel from a trusted spiritual leader opposed to such experiences, he posed 

this question to the group: Is there anywhere in the Bible where I’m told to pray to the 

Holy Spirit? It was a rhetorical question that seemed sincere on the surface, but in 

retrospect showed a lack of understanding of the status of the Holy Spirit. How can the 

church confess the Holy Spirit as deity on one hand and diminish His divine status and 

continued operation on the other? 

Another example, occurred on a mission in Northeast India with my long-term 

partner and Evangelist at Large, Chungthang Thiek. I was invited to participate in the 

Northeast India Congress on Church in Mission (NEICOCIM) where over 400 delegates 

gathered for a week of training and mobilization. I was scheduled to speak the final 

message at the end of the week. In the weeks prior to the conference, the leaders had 

asked my friend and partner if I believed in the Trinity. Of course, he answered yes, and 

I was approved as a speaker. This was a predominantly evangelical conference and 

 
5 Bonnke, Reinhard (2010-10-17). Holy Spirit - Revelation and Revolution (Kindle Locations 126-127). E-R 
Productions, LLC. Kindle Edition. 
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though there were some excellent teachings, there was little mention or even emphasis 

upon the Holy Spirit throughout. The final message was on the power and work of the 

Holy Spirit. Again, in retrospect, the question respectfully lingers: Who are those who 

really believe in the Trinity?  

Examine the following statements by some leading authors on the Holy Spirit. 

This will highlight the points where there is widespread agreement on the identity of the 

Holy Spirit. 

It is a fundamental revelation of Scripture that the Holy Spirit is a person in the same sense that God the Father is a 

person and the Lord Jesus Christ is a person. The Holy Spirit is presented in Scripture as having the same essential 

deity as the Father and the Son and is to be worshipped and adored, loved and obeyed in the same way as God. To 

regard the Holy Spirit in any other way is to make one guilty of blasphemy and unbelief. We tread therefore on most holy 

ground in thinking of the Holy Spirit of God and the truth involved is most sacred and precious.6 

The Holy Spirit is Deity, not an entity. If we truly believe He is who the Word of God says He is, we will approach Him in 

reverence knowing that He is the all-knowing and all-powerful One who is willing and able to teach, help, and coach us.7 

The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Trinity at work on earth. Everything that God does here, outside of heaven, is 

by the Spirit. All the experience of believers, forgiveness, answers to prayer, assurance, joy, healings and signs are the 

works of God performed by the Holy Spirit...There is no Christianity without him. He is not an accessory, but the very 

substance of what we believe. He is God on earth, actively indwelling and saturating every particle of what we experience. 

This means that Christianity is a supernatural faith. A non-supernatural gospel is only a shell.8 

The Early History of the Trinity 

 Opponents to the doctrine of the Trinity rightly note that the word itself appears 

nowhere in the Bible. I suppose they emphasize this to influence people to reject it, but 

when we look at the early history of its development, we can see clearly that the early 

Christian leaders believed in the Trinity though they did not call it such until much later. 

Their struggle was not one of belief that Jesus is God, but to understand and confess 

the triune nature of God in the midst of growing heresies surrounding the divinity of 

Jesus Christ and the divine status of the Holy Spirit.   

The second century was known as the Age of Apologetics; however, the 

Apostles of the first century also battled heretical teachings contesting the true nature of 

Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. The Apostle John whose death was around or shortly 

after 98 AD has five books of the New Testament attributed to him. The first letter of 

 
6Walvoord, John F. (2010-12-21). The Holy Spirit: A Comprehensive Study of the Person and Work of the Holy 
Spirit (Kindle Locations 79-83). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 
7 Bevere, John; Bevere, Addison (2013-08-14). The Holy Spirit: An Introduction (Kindle Locations 525-526). 
Messenger International. Kindle Edition. 
8Bonnke, Reinhard (2010-10-17). Holy Spirit - Revelation and Revolution (Kindle Locations 154-156, 183-185). 
E-R Productions, LLC. Kindle Edition. 
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John written around 90 AD clearly presents the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit often in the 

same breath to help believers successfully oppose those who deny that truth.  

• Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a person is the antichrist--denying the 

Father and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father 

also. (1John 2:22-23 NIV) 

• This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and 

testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the 

Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. (1John 4:13-15 NIV) 

• This is He who came by water and blood-- Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by water and blood. And it is 

the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth. For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the 

Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one. And there are three that bear witness on earth: 

the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree as one. If we receive the witness of men, the witness 

of God is greater; for this is the witness of God which He has testified of His Son. (1John 5:6-9) 

Over 50 years earlier Peter demonstrated the same understanding regarding the Holy 

Spirit and God in pronouncing a terrible judgment against Ananias and his wife, 

Sapphira, who sold property and lied about their giving. Note how Peter equates the 

Holy Spirit with God: 

• But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the 

price of the land for yourself? "While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your 

own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God." (Acts 

5:3-4) 

In addition, Paul boldly declared to the Corinthian Church, that the Lord is the Spirit, 

professing the spiritual understanding of the deity of both the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

• Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. (2Cor 3:17 NIV) 

His use of the definite article again shows that the first century apostles acknowledged a 

“one substance” relationship in their understanding of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The 

fact that the term “Trinity” did not appear till later does not mean the Early Church and 

the Christians who followed did not believe it.  

 Following the death of the Apostle John, a prayer of one of John’s disciples, 

Polycarp (A.D. 65-155) is recorded in the Epistle of Smyrna written in the middle of the 

2nd century by the church there to give a true account throughout the Christian world of 

the martyrdom of this 86 year old hero of the faith: 

"O Lord God Almighty, the Father of thy beloved and blessed Son Jesus Christ, by whom we have received the 

knowledge of Thee, the God of angels and powers, and of every creature, and of the whole race of the righteous who 

live before thee, I give Thee thanks that Thou hast counted me, worthy of this day and this hour, that I should have a 

part in the number of Thy martyrs, in the cup of thy Christ, to the resurrection of eternal life, both of soul and body, 

through the incorruption [imparted] by the Holy Ghost. Among whom may I be accepted this day before Thee as a fat 

and acceptable sacrifice, according as Thou, the ever-truthful God, hast foreordained, hast revealed beforehand to me, 

and now hast fulfilled. Wherefore also I praise Thee for all things, I bless Thee, I glorify Thee, along with the everlasting 
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and heavenly Jesus Christ, Thy beloved Son, with whom, to Thee, and the Holy Ghost, be glory both now and to all 

coming ages. Amen."9 

Notice Polycarp is giving glory to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. He even 

declares this truth for all ages. His friend, pupil and fellow disciple under John, Ignatius 

of Antioch (A.D. 35-107) had echoed much the same thing in one of the 15 letters 

bearing his name: 

Study, therefore, to be established in the doctrines of the Lord and the apostles, that so all things, whatsoever ye do, 

may prosper both in the flesh and spirit; in faith and love; in the Son, and in the Father, and in the Spirit; in the 

beginning and in the end; with your most admirable bishop, and the well-compacted spiritual crown of your presbytery, 

and the deacons who are according to God. Be ye subject to the bishop, and to one another, as Jesus Christ to the 

Father, according to the flesh, and the apostles to Christ, and to the Father, and to the Spirit; that so there may be a 

union both fleshly and spiritual.10 

In his conclusion, Ignatius says, “Fare ye well in the harmony of God, ye who have 

obtained the inseparable Spirit, who is Jesus Christ.” He also confronted those who had 

differing views of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 

They introduce God as a Being unknown; they suppose Christ to be unbegotten; and as to the Spirit, they do not admit 

that He exists. Some of them say that the Son is a mere man, and that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are but the 

same person, and that the creation is the work of God, not by Christ, but by some other strange power.11 

Athenagoras (A.D. 177), an Athenian philosopher who embraced Christianity wrote A 

Plea for the Christians to the Emperors Marcus Aurelius Anoninus and Lucius Aurelius 

Commodus, the conquerors of Armenia and Sarmatia, as well to the growing number of 

philosophers opposing Christianity. In the following excerpts he deals with the Christian 

belief in the Holy Spirit and worship of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

But we have for witnesses of the things we apprehend and believe, prophets, men who have pronounced concerning 

God and the things of God, guided by the Spirit of God. And you too will admit, excelling all others as you do in 

intelligence and in piety towards the true God (τὸ ὄντως θεῖον), that it would be irrational for us to cease to believe in 

the Spirit from God, who moved the mouths of the prophets like   musical instruments, and to give heed to mere human 

opinions…The Holy Spirit Himself also, which operates in the prophets, we assert to be an effluence of God, flowing 

from Him, and returning back again like a beam of the sun. Who, then, would not be astonished to hear men who 

speak of God the Father, and of God the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and who declare both their power in union and 

their distinction in order, called atheists? Nor is our teaching in what relates to the divine nature confined to these 

points; but we recognize also a multitude of angels and ministers, whom God the Maker and Framer of the world 

distributed and appointed to their several posts by His Logos, to occupy themselves about the elements, and the 

heavens, and the world, and the things in it, and the goodly ordering of them all.12 

Irenaeus (A.D. 120-202) who assisted Pothinus, an evangelist sent into Celtic Gaul 

(France) by Polycarp, and later succeeded him as Bishop of Lyons, was sent to Rome 

with letters against the rising Gnostic heresy. Irenaeus exposed the magical practices of 

 
9 Schaff, Philip, Ed. Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 1, , The Martyrdom of Polycarp, ch. 14, p. 43 
10 Ibid, The Epistle of Ignatius to the Magnesians, ch. 13, p. 65 
11 Ibid, The Epistle of Ignatius to the Trallians, ch. 6, p. 69 
12Schaff, Philip, Ed. Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 2, A Plea for the Christians, ch. 7 & 10, pgs. 133, 134  
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the Gnostic Marcus. He even traced the historical roots of the magical arts to Simon 

Magnus (Acts 8) and his successor, Menander. Remember, Simon the sorcerer is the 

one who tried to buy the power of the Holy Spirit from Peter and John. Irenaeus in his 

letters Against Heresies asserts the unquestionable place and role of the Holy Spirit.  

But that He is Himself in His own right, beyond all men who ever lived, God, and Lord, and King Eternal, and the 

Incarnate Word, proclaimed by all the prophets, the apostles, and by the Spirit Himself, may be seen by all who have 

attained to even a small portion of the truth…For this gift of God has been entrusted to the Church, as breath was to 

the first created man, for this purpose, that all the members receiving it may be vivified; and the [means of] communion 

with Christ has been distributed throughout it, that is, the Holy Spirit, the earnest of incorruption, the means of 

confirming our faith, and the ladder of ascent to God. "For in the Church," it is said, "God hath set apostles, prophets, 

teachers,” and all the other means through which the Spirit works; of which all those are not partakers who do not join 

themselves to the Church, but defraud themselves of life through their perverse opinions and infamous behavior. For 

where the Church is, there is the Spirit of God; and where the Spirit of God is, there is the Church, and every kind of 

grace; but the Spirit is truth…Thus, therefore, was God revealed; for God the Father is shown forth through all these 

[operations], the Spirit indeed working, and the Son ministering, while the Father was approving, and man's salvation 

being accomplished.13 

 You can see from these first few generations of disciples that they accepted the 

deity of the Holy Spirit and would not be taken back with the later terminology of the 

Trinity first introduced by Tertullian (A.D. 145-220). Tertullian was the son of a Roman 

Centurion and a native of Carthage, Africa. He became a Christian around 185 A.D. and 

a presbyter five years later, probably in Rome. He spent the rest of his life writing 

against heresies. He encouraged a “rule of faith” or “creed” that no questions could ever 

be raised about it by believers and that heretics would be exposed as operating 

independent of the truth. His introduction to Against Praxeas provided a clear 

understanding of the divine essence seen in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.      

In the course of time, then, the Father forsooth was born, and the Father suffered, God Himself, the Lord Almighty, 

whom in their preaching they declare to be Jesus Christ. We, however, as we indeed always have done (and more 

especially since we have been better instructed by the Paraclete, who leads men indeed into all truth), believe that 

there is one only God, but under the following dispensation, or οἰκονομία , as it is called, that this one only God has 

also a Son, His Word, who proceeded from Himself, by whom all things were made, and without whom nothing was 

made. Him we believe to have been sent by the Father into the Virgin, and to have been born of her—being both Man 

and God, the Son of Man and the Son of God, and to have been called by the name of Jesus Christ; we believe Him to 

have suffered, died, and been buried, according to the Scriptures, and, after He had been raised again by the Father 

and taken back to heaven, to be sitting at the right hand of the Father, and that He will come to judge the quick and the 

dead; who sent also from heaven from the Father, according to His own promise, the Holy Ghost, the Paraclete, the 

sanctifier of the faith of those who believe in the Father, and in the Son, and in the Holy Ghost. That this rule of faith 

has come down to us from the beginning of the gospel, even before any of the older heretics, much more before 

Praxeas, a pretender of yesterday, will be apparent both from the lateness of date which marks all heresies, and also 

from the absolutely novel character of our new-fangled Praxeas. In this principle also we must henceforth find a 

presumption of equal force against all heresies whatsoever—that whatever is first is true, whereas that is spurious 

which is later in date. But keeping this prescriptive rule inviolate, still some opportunity must be given for reviewing (the 

statements of heretics), with a view to the instruction and protection of divers persons; were it only that it may not seem 

that each perversion of the truth is condemned without examination, and simply prejudged; especially in the case of 

this heresy, which supposes itself to possess the pure truth, in thinking that one cannot believe in One Only God in any 

 
13 Schaff, vol. 1, Book 3, ch. 19, par. 2, pg 450; ch. 24, par., pg. 459 ; Book 4, ch. 20, par. 6, pg. 490 
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other way than by saying that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost are the very selfsame Person. As if in this way 

also one were not All, in that All are of One, by unity (that is) of substance; while the mystery of the dispensation is still 

guarded, which distributes the Unity into a Trinity, placing in their order the three Persons—the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Ghost: three, however, not in condition, but in degree; not in substance, but in form; not in power, but in 

aspect; yet of one substance, and of one condition, and of one power, inasmuch as He is one God, from whom these 

degrees and forms and aspects are reckoned, under the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

How they are susceptible of number without division, will be shown as our treatise proceeds.14  

Of course, all of this development led to the Council of Nicaea (A.D. 325) with the 

purpose of defining the nature of God for all Christianity and eliminate the controversies 

in the church once for all. The Nicene Creed stated this about the Holy Spirit: “And I 

believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father 

[and the Son]; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; 

who spoke by the prophets.” Fewer Christians today are aware of this creedal statement 

about the Holy Spirit and this has led to some similar heretical views of the Spirit as a 

mere “force” rather than the third person of the Trinity. I believe each new generation 

must understand and encounter the Holy Spirit aligned with how He is revealed and 

manifested in the Scriptures. With this in mind let’s take a quick glance at the Titles for 

the Holy Spirit. 

Titles and Attributes of the Holy Spirit 

 I am always moved by the various titles for the Holy Spirit found in the Bible. I 

can’t see how anyone cannot worship and adore the Spirit of God when we see how 

God describes the Holy Spirit. John Bevere provides a comprehensive list of the various 

Scriptural titles: 

Holy Spirit (96 times) • Spirit of the Lord (28 times) • Spirit of God (26 times) • Eternal Spirit (Hebrews 9:14) • Helper (4 

times by Jesus in John’s Gospel) • Comforter (used throughout the Amplified Bible) • Holy One (Psalm 78:41) • The 

Lord (2 Corinthians 3:17) Spirit of truth (4 times) • Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9; 1 Peter 1:11) • Spirit of Jesus Christ 

(Philippians 1:19) • Spirit of counsel (Isaiah 11:2) • Spirit of knowledge (Isaiah 11:2) • Spirit of might (Isaiah 11:2) • 

Spirit of understanding (Isaiah 11:2) • Spirit of wisdom (Isaiah 11:2) • Spirit of the fear of the Lord (Isaiah 11:2) • Spirit 

of your Father (Matthew 10:20) • Spirit of glory (1 Peter 4:14) • Spirit of grace (Zechariah 12:10; Hebrews 10:29) • Spirit 

of judgment (Isaiah 4:4) • Spirit of burning (Isaiah 4:4) • Spirit of life (Romans 8:2) • Spirit of love (2 Timothy 1:7) • Spirit 

of power (2 Timothy 1:7) • Spirit of a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7) • Spirit of prophecy (Revelation 19:10) • Spirit of 

revelation (Ephesians 1:17) • Spirit of holiness (Romans 1:4) Spirit of the Holy God (4 times in Daniel)15 

In addition to the above titles, there are frequent examples of the Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit testifying of one another and working together, distinctly at times and yet 

inseparably. They are always on the same page! Although the baptismal formula in the 

Great Commission is Trinitarian, the actual baptism of Jesus reveals the “three in one” 

working together. The Father’s voice is heard from heaven saying:  

 
14Schaff, Philip, Ed. Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 3, Against Praxeas, ch. 2, pg. 599 
15Bevere, John; Bevere, Addison (2013-08-14). The Holy Spirit: An Introduction (Kindle Locations 432-455). 
Messenger International. Kindle Edition.  
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• And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." (Matt. 

3:17) 

A distinct and inseparable oneness in substance and purpose is at work and is 

manifested when the Holy Spirit descends upon Jesus, bearing witness to John the 

Baptist that this is the Son of God. The account in the Gospel of John clearly bears this 

out. 

• The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world! "This is He of whom I said,`After me comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He was 

before me.' "I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, therefore I came baptizing with 

water." And John bore witness, saying, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained 

upon Him. "I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me,`Upon whom you see the 

Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' "And I have seen and 

testified that this is the Son of God." (John 1:29-34) 

Two times John the Baptist said he didn’t know Him, but it was God the Father who sent 

him to baptize, telling him the One who you see the Spirit descending and remaining on 

is the Christ. So, the Father and the Holy Spirit declare that Jesus is the One. I love it 

when they all work together in this way. 

 I found another fascinating discovery when searching the Scriptures. The Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit all participate in the new birth or “born again” experience. Jesus 

declared that no one can come to Christ unless the Father “draws” him and that this is 

something “granted” from above. 

• "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day. 

(John 6:44) 

• And He said, "Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by 

My Father." (John 6:65) 

In the same context, Jesus declared that it’s the Holy Spirit that gives life.   

• "It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are 

life. (John 6:63) 

In His nighttime encounter with Nicodemus, He explained that one must be born of the 

water and the Spirit to enter God’s kingdom:  

• Jesus answered, "Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and 

the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my 

saying, 'You must be born again.' The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell 

where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." (John 3:5-8 NIV) 

Nicodemus is chided by Jesus for being a teacher of Israel and not knowing “these 

things.” The things are obviously the working of the Father, Son, and Spirit in the 

spiritual birth. In fact, Jesus replied in a very Trinitarian way: 
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• "Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and testify what We have seen, and you do not receive 

Our witness. "If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly 

things? "No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is 

in heaven. "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 

"that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. "For God so loved the world that He 

gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. "For God 

did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 

(John 3:11-17) 

Notice that Jesus says “We speak, We know and testify, We have seen.” This is “Our 

witness!” I asked myself, “Whose Jesus referring to?” I came to the only possible 

conclusion: He’s speaking of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. They’re working in 

unison just like Jesus later told the Jews: 

• But Jesus answered them, "My Father has been working until now, and I have been working”… Then Jesus 

answered and said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He 

sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner.  (John 5:17, 19) 

And this witness and working is not from man, but from above, from heaven. This 

dynamic interplay continues throughout the time Jesus walked the earth and for all 

generations. This is what makes it so foolish for any generation to neglect the Holy 

Spirit and view Him as a sidecar attraction. He’s much more than that! 

God is Spirit 

 I like how Reinhard Bonnke describes the divine position and function of the Holy 

Spirit: 

The Holy Spirit is the operator carrying out the will of the Father at the Word of the Son. The Son 

is the Executor of the Father and the Spirit is the Executor of the Son. Jesus said “I do always the 

things which the Father does” – that is by the Spirit (John 5:19). It is tremendous to realize that 

whatever God does, the whole Godhead does with equal interest. Everything that God is, is 

behind our Christian experience.16 

The Samaritan woman learned this truth when Jesus instructed her on “true worship.”  

• "But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for 

the Father is seeking such to worship Him. "God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit 

and truth." (John 4:23-24) 

I firmly believe Christians must accept and understand the divine nature and work of the 

Holy Spirit to rightly approach Him, know Him, and work with Him. This is a declaration 

for every generation.   

 

 
16Bonnke, Reinhard (2010-10-17). Holy Spirit - Revelation and Revolution (Kindle Locations 383-384). E-R 
Productions, LLC. Kindle Edition. 
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Teaching Session Two 

Title: The Spirit of Truth 

Objective: To restore the absolute integrity of God’s word in this generation through the 

identity of the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of Truth.   

The Spirit and the Word 

The 20th century witnessed some of the strongest attacks against the credibility 

of the Bible as the word of God and perhaps stronger than any other period of history. 

No one did more in that century to shake the confidence of those attending theological 

schools than the prominent German theologian and New Testament scholar, Rudolf 

Bultmann (A.D. 1884-1976). I had to review a bit online to refresh my memory about 

Bultmann and his views, though I wrote a paper refuting his beliefs while in seminary 

that upset my professor. Here’s a brief summary of what I found.17 Bultmann viewed the 

Bible strictly as a ”human account” and that the “Gospel writers used only terms and 

concepts they had available to them at the time.” He saw these concepts bound up with 

the miraculous and supernatural, which he viewed as myth. Therefore, in a process 

called “demythologization” of the Bible all mythical or miraculous components must be 

removed “to make the gospel acceptable and relevant to modern thinkers.” In other 

words, the “accounts of the virgin birth, walking on water, multiplying bread and fish, 

giving sight to the blind, and even Jesus’ resurrection must be removed as mythical 

additions to the essential message.” Has this abhorrent approach to the Bible taught in 

many mainline seminaries affected how Christians view the Bible today? Does this 

statement hold any validity? 

“Today, there are many expressions of Christianity that follow this line of thinking, whether they attribute it to Bultmann 

or not. What may be called “mainline liberalism” relies on a demythologized Bible. Liberalism teaches a vague 

goodness of God and brotherhood of man with an emphasis on following the example of Christ while downplaying or 

denying the miraculous.”18 

I believe this is a reason why signs, wonders, and miracles have diminished and almost 

disappeared in most churches today. Another reason is that many Christians fail to 

connect the Holy Spirit with Scripture for it’s the Spirit that gives life to the written Word 

of God.  

• John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and 

they are life. 

• Mark 12:36 For David himself said by the Holy Spirit: “The LORD said to my Lord,‘Sit at My right hand,Till I 

make Your enemies Your footstool.” ’ 

 
17 An overview of an online article on Bultmann.  https://www.gotquestions.org/demythologization.html, 
Accessed, 04 September 2019. 
18 Ibid. 

https://www.gotquestions.org/liberal-Christian-theology.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/demythologization.html
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• Acts 1:16 “Men and brethren, this Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth 

of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus; 

• 2Tim. 3:16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 

for instruction in righteousness, 

• 2Pet. 1:20-21 …knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, 21 for prophecy 

never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

The above Scriptures reveal that the Holy Spirit speaks the Word and also is intimately 

involved with and responsible for the writing of the Bible. In other words, the Holy Spirit 

carries and releases the breath of God into those who were chosen to write the Bible. 

This generation is in danger of losing this powerful connection between the word of God 

and the Holy Spirit.  

 Jesus identifies the Holy Spirit three times as the Helper and three times as the 

Spirit of truth in His discourse in John 14-16: 

The Helper19 The Spirit of Truth20 
John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring 
to your remembrance all things that I said to you. 
John 15:26   “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall 
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds 
from the Father, He will testify of Me. 
John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your 
advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper 
will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. 

John 14:17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you 
know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 
John 15:26   “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall 
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who 
proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. 
John 16:13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has 
come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on 
His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and 
He will tell you things to come. 

The identity of the Holy Spirit as the Helper and the Spirit of truth is paramount to 

restoring the integrity of God’s word in this generation. The Old Testament concept of 

truth runs parallel with the New Testament meaning because it’s the same Holy Spirit 

who proceeds from God and God is Spirit. Now is the time for our worship and actions 

to be in spirit and in truth. 

• John 4:23-24 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 

and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must 

worship in spirit and truth.” 

What does truth mean? 

“The common OT word for truth appears some 126 times. It denotes a reality that is firm, solid, binding, and hence 

true. With reference to persons it characterizes their action, speech, or thought, and suggests integrity.”21 

The Early Church saw truth as “that which has certainty and force” and “that on which 

one can rely” with “authenticity” and “divine reality.”22 This generation is looking for 

 
19 parakletos – one who comes alongside as an advocate, comforter, or intercessor. 
20 aletheia – that which is certain, authentic, sincere, and truthful. 
21 Accordance XII (2019). Oak Tree Software, Little Kittel, aletheia, p. 229-32. 
22 Ibid., p. 232-37 
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authentic displays of Christianity and they should be able to find it in the church. 

However, the church today seems more interested in cultural relativism and social 

justice than fulfilling the Word of God in the power of the Holy Spirit. This is the day for 

the fulfillment of what Jesus prayed: 

• John 17:17-19 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, I also have 

sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth. 

Speaking of Christ and the church in the context of marriage, the Scripture also says,  

• Eph. 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that 

He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to 

Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and 

without blemish.  

What is the source of this sanctification or cleansing activity upon the church? Is it not 

the Word and the Holy Spirit? The Spirit moved upon both Peter and Paul to make 

these trustworthy and reliable apostolic decrees in the Scriptures: 

• 2Th. 2:13 But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God 

from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth, 

• 1Pet. 1:2 …elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for 

obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied. 

This generation has yet to encounter the explosive combination of the Word and the 

Spirit revealed in the Bible and the Early Church. I believe the Holy Spirit is about to 

change this! 

I’ve also observed a growing liberal or casual approach to the Bible in this 

generation. This is certainly not how Jesus viewed the written Word of God nor that of 

the Early Church. I noticed recently how many times Jesus referred to the Word of God 

in the Gospels. In the Gospel of Matthew alone He quotes the Old Testament 41 times. 

In His disputes with religious leaders, he uses phrases like “Have you not read” or 

“Have  you never read in the Scriptures” (Matt. 12:3, 5; 19:4; 21:16, 42). Jesus also 

used the Scripture to defeat the devil and reply to those opposing Him with “It is 

written” (Matt. 4:4, 7, 10; 11:10; 21:13; 16:24, 31). He told the Sadducees who do not 

believe in the resurrection that “you are greatly mistaken because you do not know 

the Scriptures nor the power of God” (Mark 12:24, 27). Note again the combination 

there of the Scriptures and the power. The Scriptures (Graphe) refer to the written word 

of God.  

“Graphe points to the divine author with the idea that what is written remains forever identified as the living voice of 

God.”23 

 
23 Jack Hayford, Executive Editor. Spirit Filled Life Bible, 3rd edition (2018). Thomas Nelson Publishers, 
Nashville, TN, Word Wealth 5:39, p. 1517. 
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The Scriptures also include the New Testament writings because some tend to diminish 

the importance of one or the other Testaments. For example, Peter includes the Pauline 

epistles with “the rest of the Scriptures.”  

• 2Pet. 3:15 …as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to 

understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the 

Scriptures. 

Also, Paul expressly reveals the value of the Old Testament Scriptures indicating first 

that God’s people “all were under the cloud” and “all ate the same spiritual food” and “all 

drank the same spiritual drink” and “they drank from that spiritual Rock that followed 

them, and that Rock was Christ.” (1Cor. 10:1-4). Although we view the Old Testament 

through the lens of the new, it remains forever God’s word. 

• 1Cor. 10:11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, 

upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 

Therefore, the Bible is the written Word of God from Genesis 1:1 to Revelation 22:21. 

It’s important to realize that reading and knowing the Scriptures is incomplete without 

also knowing the power of God. The Pharisees knew God’s word backwards and 

forwards but could not see who Jesus was. This only comes by the Holy Spirit.  

• 1Cor. 12:3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and 

no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus viewed and observed God’s word very closely. We know this because of 

the detail He placed on the fulfillment of God’s word, as seen in His statement about a 

jot and a tittle.  

• Matt. 5:18 For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means 

pass from the law till all is fulfilled. 

A jot in the above refers to the smallest letter in the Hebrew alphabet and a tittle is a 

tiny mark used to distinguish between certain letters of the alphabet. However, Jesus 

did not only declare precise fulfillment of God’s word, but that “the Scripture cannot be 

broken.” (John 10:35). This is why hearing the Word, knowing the Scriptures, and 

doing the Word are so important in full participation with the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of 

truth.  

The Logos and the Rhema Word 

 The Holy Spirit moved upon Luke, a Gentile physician, to write one of the four 

unique Gospel accounts. The purpose of this Gospel is “to set in order a narrative 

account of those things which have been fulfilled among us” in order “that you 

may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed.” (Luke 1:1-

4). Given the identity of the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of truth “who will guide you into all 

truth” (John 16:13) and the perfect unity and work of the Spirit and the Word, it 
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becomes a necessity to have a more “perfect understanding” of these things. On 

September 4, 2019, I was surprisingly captivated by that one verse “that you may 

know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed.” I began to 

research each key word and once I did and took my notes, it was clear that the Spirit 

was showing me my need for His help to open up the Scriptures to me like never 

before. 

Luke 1:4 Three Greek words in this verse display the complete integrity of the Scriptures 

1. epiginosko - is to know fully to a degree of thoroughness and competence and to be completely acquainted in a 

discerning and recognizing way. 

2. asphaleia -  a state of security from falling; a firmness and safety in the absolute certainty of the truth. You are 

securely locked into the truth. 

3. katecheo - literally to sound into the ears or make the ears ring to instruct, catechize, or teach. The sound comes 

down from above to instruct someone in the  truth.  

I quickly realized that I was under the sanctifying instruction of the Holy Spirit. I was 

completely dependent upon Him!  

Luke describes himself among those who were “eyewitnesses and ministers 

of the word.” (Luke 1:2). The word he refers to here is what is called in Greek the 

“Logos” word. The logos is what the Holy Spirit moved the apostle John to write about in 

the Scriptures. 

• John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

• John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

The above Scriptures reveal that Jesus is the living logos and the Bible is the written 

logos. Logos generally refers to the Bible in its entirety. It entails the Scriptures as a 

whole and not just a portion. Logos represents the full counsel of God’s word. Paul says 

he did not avoid “to declare to you the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). This is 

important to understand because this generation is often focused upon portions of 

Scripture they like or agree with and avoiding others they may not like or do not support 

their social views or lifestyles. Logos reflects the whole message of the Bible on any 

subject. This is why it’s a good practice to study from Genesis to Revelation on key 

biblical topics before preaching the logos with divine revelation, divine doctrine, and 

divine declaration. A more perfect understanding recognizes that the Holy Spirit gives 

the spoken logos as it is breathed from heaven. 

• 1Cor. 2:13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit 

teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

 There exists another essential aspect of the Scriptures called the rhema word. 

The profound effect of this aspect of the Scriptures is seen when the Holy Spirit led 

Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil for forty days (Matt. 4:1-2; Luke 
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4:1-2). Luke presents an important detail that Jesus entered into this encounter “filled 

with the Holy Spirit.” 

• Luke 4:1-2 Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into 

the wilderness, 2 being tempted for forty days by the devil. And in those days He ate nothing, and afterward, 

when they had ended, He was hungry. 

The same Holy Spirit that filled Him is the same Spirit that led Him into the wilderness. 

This set up the first temptation to miraculously command stones to become bread to 

relieve His hunger (Luke 1:3). The answer Jesus gives the devil from the Scriptures (Dt. 

8:3) provides the key for an insurmountable application of the Scriptures in any 

situation. 

• Matt. 4:4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

proceeds from the mouth of God.’ ”   

Every word in the above response of Jesus is referring to the rhema word of God. The 

following is an excellent explanation of this special and powerful application of the 

Scriptures in daily life and in the ministry of the Word. 

“That which is said or spoken, an utterance, in contrast to logos, which is the expression of thought, a message, a 

discourse. Logos is the message; rhema is the communication of the message. In reference to the Bible, logos is the 

Bible in its entirety; rhema is a verse from the Bible. The meaning of rhema in distinction to logos is illustrated in 

Ephesians 6:17, where the reference is not to the Scriptures as a whole, but to a portion which the believer wields as a 

sword in the time of need.”24   

Again, the inseparable and active operation of the written Word with the Holy Spirit is 

undeniable for the “sword of the Spirit” is the “word of God.” (Eph. 6:17).  

This generation must learn to apply the Scriptures in this way, and you must partner 

with the Spirit of truth to become efficient and effective in every situation. You need to 

read your Bible expecting the Holy Spirit to help and guide you.  

Why You can Trust the Bible 

 I was raised in a rural farming community that believed the Bible was the word of 

God whether I was living it or not. Once I was born again all those Bible stories in 

Sunday School and the two years of catechism growing up came to life. I never doubted 

the Bible as the word of God even while running from the call of God on my life for 

seven years when I was sixteen years of age. Neither life nor death in the jungles of 

Vietnam or a denominational seminary could convince me otherwise. It was just the way 

I was raised. However, I had to prepare myself to defend the Bible as a minister of the 

Word. And I needed the help of the Holy Spirit. This generation desperately needs the 

assistance of the Holy Spirit to defend the integrity of the Bible. 

 
24 Jack Hayford, Executive Editor. Spirit Filled Life Bible, 3rd edition (2018), Word Wealth 4:4, p. 1360. 
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 How would you answer why you can trust the Bible? I believe this generation is 

waiting for an answer. I believe the church is waiting for an answer and desperately 

needs one. The church has strayed away from holding fast to the word of God. Although 

there exists a myriad of reasons you can trust the Bible, I will share seven here provided 

by Dr. Erwin Lutzer, a prominent theologian, radio host, and senior pastor of the Moody 

Church in Chicago. “Can you trust the Bible?” Cultural critics would loudly answer, No!  

Lutzer rightly defines the spiritual climate we now live in that is seen in bestselling books 

on religion and philosophy:   

“The spirituality of our day has been divorced from facts. One can believe whatever one likes, no matter how 

contradictory or absurd. Every point of view, since it arises from one’s own feelings, is just as valid as another.”25 

According to Lutzer, “we have gone from belief that everyone has a right to his or her 

own opinion, to the absurd notion that every opinion is equally right.”26 This is an 

obvious affront to the authority of Scripture and this generation is paying the price with a 

deflated faith in the Bible. In the midst of this cultural phenomenon that has infiltrated 

the church, faith in God’s word marches on. My spiritual father taught me that faith is not 

based upon my feelings, but on the word of God. The Bible is an authentic revelation of 

God’s truth.  

 I want to now provide you the seven reasons you can trust the Bible as listed by 

Dr. Lutzer. I will first list them and then provide a brief summary of each. 

1. A logical reason: The Bible claims to be God’s word 

2. A historical reason: History confirms the Bible’s reliability 

3. A prophetic reason: Bible prophecies prove its truthfulness 

4. A Christological reason: Christ affirmed the Bible’s authority and truth 

5. A scientific reason: Science supports biblical creation 

6. A providential reason: God’s people by His providence recognized the Canon 

7. A personal reason: The Bible has power to change lives 

It’s important to keep in mind as we summarize the above reasons that the Bible is 

unlike anything else. The Bible in the original manuscripts is the infallible and inspired 

word of God. Therefore, “the Bible is not only accurate, but also the “breath of God,” 

coming to us endued with a power that is not the property of other books.”27 I pray in 

this teaching session you will recognize that the Bible you hold in your hands is reliable. 

It is God’s Word! 

 Logic would dictate that it would be statistically impossible for a volume of 66 

books written at different times during a 1500-year period to consistently make the 

same claims with an identical unity of theme and purpose. But this is exactly what the 

Bible is! Look at these facts: 

 
25 Edwin Lutzer, Seven Reasons You Can Trust the Bible (1998, 2008), Moody Publishers, Chicago, IL., p. 9. 
26 Ibid., p. 11. 
27 Ibid., p. 25 
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• 1500 statements in the Bible claiming divine origin. 

• 66 books with a consistent voice of unity that these words are the words of God. 

• 66 books written by around 40 independent authors over 1500 years with one theme; Christ and the redemption He 

provides.  

• 180 quotations in the New Testament from the Old. 

The unity of authorship, theme, structure, and symbolism is so defined that it defies 

human wisdom. History, poetry, parables, biographies, prophecies, epistles, and 

prophecies are all bound together in unity by the Holy Spirit. Nothing else compares to 

the Bible! 

 The Bible can also be trusted because more and more archeological discoveries 

confirm the Bible’s historical accuracy. Nevertheless, some still don’t even believe that 

Christ existed despite 13 occurrences of His historical existence in secular writings. 

Here is just a sampling of some archeological discoveries, and there are thousands, 

confirming the accuracy of the Old and New Testament. 

• Nineveh excavation of the library of King Ashurbanipal (668-626 B.C.) confirms the creation in six days and one day of 

rest took place as well as the flood. It mentions the warning given to a man named Utnapishtim (Noah in 

Mesoppotamia). 

• Monument discovered describing the Tower of Babel in the region of Ur of the Chaldeans. 

• Some of the names of the kings in Abram’s rescue of Lot identified and a monument of the expedition is discovered. 

• 10,000 clay tablets discovered proving the existence of the Hittite empire. 

• Meggido excavations discover the ruins of thousands of stalls for King Solomon’s horses and chariots (see 1Kings 

10:26-29)  

• Ancient document discovered that confirms the exact accuracy of Luke’s report of the decree by Caesar Augustus and 

the census that first took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.   

• The pool of Bethesda with its five porches is discovered. 

• The Pilate Stone is found in Caesarea proving the existence of Pilate and confirming he was a high-ranking Roman 

official. 

• An altar to an “unknown god” is uncovered in Athens. 

A big portion of the historical evidence is also found in the vast volume of manuscripts 

that exist and in the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls. The following statistics are 

overwhelming: 

• 5,686 known Greek manuscripts of the New Testament 

• 10,000 additional copies of Latin Vulgate 

• 9,300 other early versions 

• 24,986 total known manuscripts 

The above evidence does not consider the papyri manuscripts of Scripture fragments 

dated as early as 125 A.D. and the frequent quoting of the Bible in the writings of the 

early church fathers. Although the Dead Sea Scrolls provide complete copies of the Old 

Testament except for the book of Esther, their value is in the scribal accuracy with the 

Hebrew text we have today. Lutzer points out that the two copies of Isaiah “proved to be 

word for word identical with out standard Hebrew Bible in more than 95% of the text” 
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and that “the 5% variation consisted of obvious slips of the pen and variations in 

spelling.”28  He gives the following specific example: 

“Of the 166 words in Isaiah 53, there are only seventeen letters in the Qumran scroll that differ from the standard 

Masoretic Text. Ten of these letters are simply a matter of spelling, which does not affect the meaning. Four more 

letters are minor stylistic changes, such as conjunctions. The remaining three letters comprise the word ”light,” and 

does not affect the meaning greatly.”29 

The conclusion is that we hold in our hands an extremely reliable copy of the original 

Biblical manuscript. One final point in regard to the external historical evidence is this 

quote from the Jewish Historian, Josephus (37 A.D. – 100 A.D.).  

“At this time there was a wise man called Jesus, and his conduct was good and he was known to be virtuous…Pilate 

condemned him to be crucified and die. But those who had become his disciples did not abandon his discipleship. 

They reported that he had appeared to them three days after his crucifixion and that he was alive.”  

 Bible prophecy is also unmatched in its credibility because Bible prophecies are 

not vague, but detailed and precise and include names, places, and events. For 

example, look at this prophecy and fulfillment from Isaiah and Jeremiah regarding the 

Babylonian captivity and the rise of Cyrus to rule Persia and rebuild the temple in 

Jerusalem. 

Isaiah and Jeremiah Prophecy Exact Fulfillment 
Is. 44:26-28 Who confirms the word of His servant, And 
performs the counsel of His messengers; Who says to 
Jerusalem, “You shall be inhabited,’ To the cities of 
Judah, ‘You shall be built,’ And I will raise up her waste 
places; 27 Who says to the deep, “Be dry! And I will dry up 
your rivers’; 28 Who says of Cyrus, “He is My shepherd, 
And he shall perform all My pleasure, Saying to 
Jerusalem, ‘You shall be built,” And to the temple, “Your 
foundation shall be laid.” ’ 
Is. 45:1-3 “Thus says the LORD to His anointed, To Cyrus, 
whose right hand I have held—To subdue nations before 
him And loose the armor of kings, To open before him the 
double doors, So that the gates will not be shut: 2 “I will 
go before you And make the crooked places straight; I will 
break in pieces the gates of bronze And cut the bars of 
iron. 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness And hidden 
riches of secret places, That you may know that I, the 
LORD, Who call you by your name, Am the God of Israel. 
Jer. 25:11-12 And this whole land shall be a desolation 
and an astonishment, and these nations shall serve the 
king of Babylon seventy years. 12 “Then it will come to 
pass, when seventy years are completed, that I will punish 
the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the 
Chaldeans, for their iniquity,’ says the LORD; ‘and I will 
make it a perpetual desolation. 

2Chr. 36:22 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, 
that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might 
be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of 
Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying, 23 Thus says 
Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth the 
LORD God of heaven has given me. And He has 
commanded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem which 
is in Judah. Who is among you of all His people? May the 
LORD his God be with him, and let him go up! 
Ezra 1:1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that 
the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of 
Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying, 2 Thus says 
Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth the 
LORD God of heaven has given me. And He has 
commanded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem which 
is in Judah. 
Ezra 6:3 In the first year of King Cyrus, King Cyrus issued 
a decree concerning the house of God at Jerusalem: “Let 
the house be rebuilt, the place where they offered 
sacrifices; and let the foundations of it be firmly laid, its 
height sixty cubits and its width sixty cubits, 
Dan. 6:28   So this Daniel prospered in the reign of 
Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 

 
28 Lutzer, p. 72. 
29 Ibid., p. 72-73. 
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Jer. 21:10-11 For thus says the LORD: After seventy years 
are completed at Babylon, I will visit you and perform My 
good word toward you, and cause you to return to this 
place. 11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, 
says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give 
you a future and a hope. 
 

Dan. 9:2 in the first year of his reign I, Daniel, understood 
by the books the number of the years specified by the 
word of the LORD through Jeremiah the prophet, that He 
would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of 
Jerusalem. 
 

What’s so fascinating about this prophetic sequence is that Isaiah foretold the name of 

Cyrus who would become King of Persia and revealed his number one policy 100 years 

before his birth and 150 years before he actually became king. And Jeremiah 

prophesied the Babylonian captivity would be exactly 70 years and God caused it to 

take place precisely at that time. This is how Bible prophecy works and there’s nothing 

that can compare. In fact, there are around 135 prophecies in Daniel 11:1-35 and all of 

them have been literally fulfilled.30 In addition, the Old Testament prophecies about 

Christ have the same literal fulfillment in the New Testament. The Bible writes prophecy 

like its history! 

 We cannot overlook the fact that Jesus Christ Himself bears witness to the Bible 

as the Word of God. He’s uses the terms Scripture and Word of God interchangeably, 

as we saw earlier. In addition, He bears witness to the authority of the Old Testament. I 

love the account on the Emmaus Road.   

• Luke 24:25-27 Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have 

spoken! 26 Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 And beginning at 

Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 

• Luke 24:31-32 Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight. 32 And they 

said to one another, “Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while He 

opened the Scriptures to us?” 

This is perhaps the strongest reason you can trust the Bible. Because Jesus did! I 

believe Jesus is ready to open the Scriptures to this generation.  

 The Bible is also scientifically accurate. Although man has been refuting and 

denying the creation account with Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution presented in 

1859 and astronomer Edwin Powell Hubble’s big bang theory in 1929, it takes more 

faith to believe these theories than it does to believe God created the world as 

described in the Scriptures. Lutzer clearly identifies the dilemma facing those educated 

and saturated with the teaching of evolution and the big bang theory. 

“If you do not believe that God created all that is, your must either believe that (1) there once was nothing, but from this 

nothing something came about or (2) there is no explanation for the existence of the universe, and whatever life we 

see around us has arisen from impersonal, random forces.”31     

 
30 Lutzer, p. 86 
31 Ibid., p. 116 
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Scientists know that the earth has been created so precise that any slight variation in 

size, rotation speed, gravitation, etc. would make life impossible. Look at these scientific 

facts: 

• The earth orbits the sun at 19 miles each second or 66,000 mph. 

• The earth’s journey around the sun takes 595 million miles each year or every 365 days, 6 hours, 9.54 seconds. (Note: 

this never misses a second) 

• The earth tilts on its axis 23½ degrees that causes the seasons 

• The earth spins 1,000 mph at the equator, revolving on its axis every 24 hours that causes day and night.  

The point is that despite man’s effort to disprove the God of creation, science proves 

otherwise. Lutzer rightly concludes that “the biblical explanation for the existence of the 

universe is by far more rational, more believable, and more scientific.”32  

 Two final reasons you can trust the Bible is because of God’s providence and His 

power. Lutzer points out that all 27 books of the New Testament were written and 

received by the church before the end of the 1st century.33 We know this because of 

Peter’s reference to Paul’s writings in the same breath as “the rest of the Scriptures” 

(2Pet. 3:15-16). Two other references show an almost immediate acceptance of these 

books as being divinely inspired and authoritative. Verses like these reveal an 

awareness and acceptance of the other books as inspired by God and the authoritative 

cannon of Scripture. 

Jude 1:17 But you, beloved, remember the words which 
were spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: 

2Pet. 3:2 …that you may be mindful of the words which 
were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the 
commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior, 

Luke 10:7 And remain in the same house, eating and 
drinking such things as they give, for the laborer is worthy 
of his wages. Do not go from house to house. 

1Tim. 5:18 For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle 
an ox while it treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer is 
worthy of his wages.” 

It’s also a sign of and tribute to God’s providence that every book of the New Testament 

is quoted and recognized as authoritative in the writings of the early church fathers in 

the following generation. I’ve personally read many of these works and can attest to 

their recognition of the New Testament Scriptures. And, none of the other books written 

later or even during the time of the apostles claiming to be Scripture measures up to the 

authority and power of these 27 books.  

The Sword of the Spirit 

 The major reason you can trust the Bible is because of its power to change your 

life. Let’s briefly look and connect some Scriptures together. 

 

 
32 Lutzer, p. 119 
33 Ibid., p. 149 
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Rev. 2:12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamos 
write, ‘These things says He who has the sharp two-edged 
sword: 
Eph. 6:17-18 And take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying 
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being 
watchful to this end with all perseverance and 
supplication for all the saints— 

Heb. 4:12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and 
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
 
 

Jer. 23:29 “Is not My word like a fire?” says the LORD, 
“And like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces? 

Matt. 21:42-44 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read 
in the Scriptures: ‘The stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief cornerstone.This was the LORD’S 
doing, And it is marvelous in our eyes’? ” 43 “Therefore I 
say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and 
given to a nation bearing the fruits of it. 44 And whoever 
falls on this stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, 
it will grind him to powder.” 

Heb. 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, 
for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that 
He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

Rom. 10:17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God. 

John 3:5-8 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to 
you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh 
is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do 
not marvel that I said to you, “You must be born again.’ 8 
The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound 
of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it 
goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

Rom. 10:8-13 But what does it say? “The word is near you, 
in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith 
which we preach): 9 that if you confess with your mouth 
the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with 
the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the 
Scripture says,“Whoever believes on Him will not be put 
to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call 
upon Him. 13 For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD 
shall be saved.” 
1Pet. 1:22-25 Since you have purified your souls in 
obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the 
brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 
having been born again, not of corruptible seed but 
incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and 
abides forever, 24 because “All flesh is as grass, 
And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass.The 
grass withers, And its flower falls away,25 But the word of 
the LORD endures forever.” Now this is the word which 
by the gospel was preached to you. 

Luke 4:17-19 And He was handed the book of the prophet 
Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the 
place where it was written: 18 “The Spirit of the LORD is 
upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the 
gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And 
recovery of sight to the blind,To set at liberty those who 
are oppressed; 19To proclaim the acceptable year of the 
LORD.” 

Matt. 8:16   When evening had come, they brought to Him 
many who were demon-possessed. And He cast out the 
spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick, 17 that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, 
saying: “He Himself took our infirmities And bore our 
sicknesses.” 

The above comparison chart demonstrates the raw power of the Word and Spirit in 

salvation, healing, deliverance, faith, purity, prayer, and all that pertains to your life and 

the ministry. The combination of the Word and the Spirit are living, powerful, and 

sharper than any two-edged sword. (Heb. 4:12) The Holy Spirit causes the Word to 
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cut deep with piercing and great discerning of our hearts. Take a brief look at what 

these words mean in Hebrews 4:12.  

• Living (zaō)  –The Word is quick to give and sustain life. The Word lives with constancy and has the ability with the 

Spirit to strengthen faith and seize the hearts of man. 

• Powerful (energēs) The Word is active, energetic, and efficient in its adaptation with the Spirit to accomplish a thing. 

• Sharper (tomoteros) – The Word cuts precisely where the Spirit discerns as if by a single stroke. The cut is 

comprehensive and decisive.  

• Piercing (diikneomai) – The word is able to go or pass through to reach us with deep penetration.  

• Discerner (kritikos) – The Word is able to make critical decisions to reveal our inner thoughts and feelings and to 

discriminate between what is of God and what is not.  

The above characteristics of the Word provide five good reasons to abide and continue 

in the Word because in doing so, you will know the truth and the truth will set you free 

for life. 

• John 8:31-32 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples 

indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 

I will close this teaching with a quote from John Wesley: 

“I am a creature of a day, passing through life as an arrow through the air…a few months hence, I am no more seen, I 

drop into an unchangeable eternity! I want to know one thing: the way to heaven. God Himself has condescended to 

teach the way: He has written it down in a book. O give me that book – at any price give me that book!”34 

This generation must rediscover the power of this book called the Bible. It’s the only 

book of life and power that is magnified by God Himself. 

• Psa. 138:2 I will worship toward Your holy temple, And praise Your name For Your lovingkindness and Your 

truth; For You have magnified Your word above all Your name.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
34 Lutzer, p. 172. 
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Teaching Session Three 

Title: The Teachings of Jesus on the Holy Spirit 

Objective: To ground spiritual understanding and experience in what Jesus taught 

about the Holy Spirit 

The Operational Authority of the Holy Spirit 

 I’ve observed many spiritual leaders around the world and it never ceases to 

confound me why a number of them think they can control the Holy Spirit. This is 

particularly apparent in the respective order and pattern of worship services. I 

remember one large church with a most talented choir. Every Sunday the worship 

pastor would lead the congregation in some praise and worship with the choir and then 

the pastor would come and declare that God was present whether He actually was or 

not. Every Sunday was the same and there’s such habits in the global church. I’ve seen 

times when the Holy Spirit breaks in and I’m taken back how few leaders know how to 

move with what the Spirit is doing. The new generation of spiritual leaders must 

overcome this, and they need to do it now!  

 The first thing I see Jesus teaching or revealing about the Holy Spirit is His 

operational authority. Although I quoted this Scripture before, it’s important to hear it 

again: 

• The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is 

going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." (John 3:8 NIV) 

The late Chinese Missionary Nora Lam whose movie China Cry tells the true story of 
her life and persecution quotes her saying to one of her captors, “You cannot control the 
Spirit any more than you can control the wind.”35 This is exactly what Jesus is revealing 
to Nicodemus. God’s in control and whenever the Holy Spirit shows up, God is showing 
up! This is why a new generation of leaders and believers need to get to know and 
experience the Holy Spirit in order to be sensitive and obedient to Him.  

 Another thing Jesus teaches regarding the Holy Spirit is that He flows like rivers 
of living water in and through those who believe. Jesus already established that the 
Spirit is the one who gives life (John 6:63). Now He reveals an enormous outpouring 
about to come upon believers 

• On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone thirsts, let him come 
to Me and drink. "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living 
water." But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit 
was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. (John 7:37-39) 

It is clearly seen that this dynamic flow of the Holy Spirit is a life-giving one that is 
designed to move outward. I see this truth about the Spirit in the continuation of the 

 
35 Christian Multimedia, China Cry: The True Story of Nora Lam. www.christianmultimedia.org.au 
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ministry of Jesus because the anointing of the Spirit is paramount to His ministry. The 
anointing of the Spirit is a special application (literally a rubbing or smearing on) that 
comes upon a servant of God to accomplish a special mission or assignment from God. 
Similar to the anointing oil poured over Old Testament leaders, the anointing of the 
Spirit breaks every yoke of bondage (See Isaiah 10:27). The Holy Spirit anointed Jesus 
for all that God sent Him to do. 

• "The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has 
sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To 
set at liberty those who are oppressed; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD." (Luke 4:18-19) 

 Some of the most important things Jesus taught regarding the Holy Spirit is found 
in John 14-16. He actually teaches that the Holy Spirit is “another Helper.” 

• "And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever-- "the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, 
for He dwells with you and will be in you. "I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. (John 14:16-18) 

What did Jesus mean by “another Helper?” The New Spirit Filled Life Bible has an 
excellent and most accurate description of the Greek word, allos. 

“One besides another of the same kind. The word shows similarities but diversities of operation and ministries. Jesus 
use of allos for sending another Comforter equals “one besides Me and in addition to Me but one just like Me. He will 
do in My absence what I would do if I were physically present with you.” The Spirit’s coming assures continuity with 
what Jesus did and taught.”36 

Also notice the terminology Jesus used regarding the presence of the Holy Spirit, “He 
dwells with you and will be in you.” The Greek prepositions here are very telling about 
the presence of the Holy Spirit. The first one means beside or alongside you and the 
second means in you. So the Holy Spirit is outside, but near and also inside or 
indwelling believers. This is why Jesus told them it was advantageous that He goes to 
the Father and that the Holy Spirit comes. 

• "Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will 

not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. (John 16:7) 

Furthermore, He explained to them the work of the indwelling Holy Spirit in such a way 

that made His coming absolutely essential and non-negotiable for all followers of Christ.  

• "And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: "of sin, 

because they do not believe in Me; "of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; "of 

judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot 

bear them now. "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will 

not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. "He 

will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. "All things that the Father has are Mine. 

Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you. (John 16:8-15) 

Again, look at the amazing divine position and operational authority of the Holy 

Spirit. Think of where we would all be without the Holy Spirit. It’s also quite revealing 

 
36 New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (2002), Jack W. Hayford, General Ed., Thomas Nelson, Inc., p. 1470 
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that sandwiched between His teachings on the Holy Spirit is His teaching on the True 

Vine and how without Him we can do nothing (John 15:1-8). The same is true of the 

Holy Spirit.  

The Holy Spirit as Teacher 

 Jesus emphasized time and again how the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth, would 

guide and teach believers. I remember in my first assignment as a young pastor isolated 

in the mountains of the state of Idaho how I cried out to God, “Lord, erase from me 

anything I’ve been taught that is not from You and teach me.” I began a very important 

journey that day, a journey that opened the way for the Holy Spirit to teach me. Of 

course this doesn’t mean I don’t value and sit under the teaching of apostolic and 

prophetic leaders for I’m emphatic about doing that; however, it means that the Holy 

Spirit is my primary teacher and senior partner in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 The new generation needs to see and experience the Holy Spirit as Teacher. 

Reading the Bible is wonderful, but just reading is not enough. It’s when we tremble and 

are moved by His word through the Holy Spirit that causes a shaking within and 

transformation to advance God’s kingdom. How does one respond to what Jesus taught 

about the Holy Spirit as Teacher? 

• "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring 

to your remembrance all things that I said to you. (John 14:26)  

• "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, 

has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears 

He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. (John 16:12-13) 

• "Now when they bring you to the synagogues and magistrates and authorities, do not worry about how or 

what you should answer, or what you should say. "For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you 

ought to say." (Luke 12:11-12)   

Jesus taught that forever, the Holy Spirit is established from above as our single most 

primary and important teacher of all things. He’s all we have on earth to teach us all the 

things of God. The cry of spiritual leaders and believers of every generation needs to 

be, “Holy Spirit, teach me!”  

Speaking Against the Holy Spirit 

 There are a number of sins against the Holy Spirit mentioned in the Scriptures; 

however, there is one that most baffles those who attempt to define it. Jesus taught that 

those who blaspheme the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.  

• "Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit 

will not be forgiven men. "Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but 

whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come. 

(Matt. 12:31-32) 
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• "Assuredly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they may utter; 

"but he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is subject to eternal condemnation 

"-- because they said, "He has an unclean spirit." (Mark 3:28-30) 

• "And anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but to him who blasphemes 

against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven. (Luke12:10) 

Of course, this sin is called the “unforgivable sin” because it’s the only sin recorded 

where Jesus says there is absolutely no forgiveness. The context of what Jesus said is 

directly related to the Jews accusing Him of casting out demons by “Beelzebub” a 

Canaanite god they used to denote Satan. In fact, they didn’t just accuse Him, they 

declared He was possessed by Satan. I believe it’s wise counsel simply to warn people 

not to go there even though this sin is extreme. For example, quenching, resisting, and 

grieving the Holy Spirit are sinful conditions, but as proven in so many situations, they 

are forgivable and reversible. This one, though, is the most severe reviling of the Holy 

Spirit imaginable and what Jesus said begs the question, “Why only the Holy Spirit?” 

Could it be He’s all we have on earth to glorify Christ and continue His ministry?  

Seeking the Holy Spirit 

 I discovered a fascinating thing when the disciples of Jesus asked Him to teach 

them to pray. Most of the focus is on the model prayer, commonly called the Lord’s 

Prayer, but Jesus follows with two stories. The first story of the friend who comes at 

midnight asking for bread teaches about persistence in prayer. The second story about 

a son who asks bread and other things from his father teaches about seeking and 

asking for the Holy Spirit. 

• "So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 

"For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. "If a son 

asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a 

serpent instead of a fish? "Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? "If you then, being evil, know 

how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those 

who ask Him!" (Luke 11:9-13)  

 This reveals it’s not enough to believe in the Holy Spirit. Every generation has to 

seek the Spirit on its own and the time for this new generation to seek Him is now! 

The Resurrected Jesus and the Holy Spirit 

 Jesus did not stop teaching on the Holy Spirit following His resurrection. He 

taught them to expect power when He sent the Spirit upon them. He called the Holy 

Spirit the “Promise of the Father.”  

• "Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued 

with power from on high." (Luke 24:49) 

Note that the Spirit was going to come upon them. The Holy Spirit was already dwelling 

in them for Jesus had breathed upon them. 
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• So Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you." And when He had 

said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. (John 20:21-22) 

What was the resurrected Jesus teaching them about the Holy Spirit later in His 40 days 

of appearances and instructions? It should be obvious He was saying His followers 

must now put on or be clothed with the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus gave a more 

detailed teaching on this right before His ascension.  

• The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, until the day in which 

He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom He had 

chosen, to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by 

them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. And being assembled 

together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the 

Father, "which," He said, "you have heard from Me; "for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." Therefore, when they had come together, they asked 

Him, saying, "Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" And He said to them, "It is not for you 

to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. "But you shall receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth." (Acts 1:1-8) 

I like it that God’s word makes it clear Jesus gave commandments to those He had 

chosen by or through the Holy Spirit. So, when I read about the resurrected Jesus 

commanding them to wait for the Holy Spirit and to be empowered as witnesses, I’m all 

ears and my heart is a seeking one. All that Jesus taught about the Holy Spirit prior and 

following His resurrection tells me I don’t have all of Him I need and must seek the Holy 

Spirit more and more. For this reason, I remain and always will be enthusiastic and 

seeking more of the Holy Spirit. I exhort the new generation to do the same. 
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Teaching Session Four 

Title: The Activity of the Holy Spirit in the Early Church 

Objective: To examine the ways the Holy Spirit worked in and through believers in the 

first 30 years of the church 

The Ten-Day Prayer Vigil 

 What did the disciples do once Jesus ascended into heaven? After two angels 

portrayed as men “in white apparel” questions them why they just stood there staring 

into heaven (Acts 1:9-11), the Bible records that 120 believers continued in prayer.  

• These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of 

Jesus, and with His brothers. And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples (altogether the 

number of names was about a hundred and twenty), and said, "Men and brethren, this Scripture had to be 

fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to 

those who arrested Jesus; (Acts 1:14-16) 

The last thing Jesus told them to do was to wait for the Promise of the Father, the Holy 

Spirit. For this reason, they focused their prayers on that. I sometimes wonder why 

Peter led them to fill the apostolic leadership gap left by Judas Iscariot who committed 

suicide, but he did it because of what the Holy Spirit had spoken to David. Clearly, he 

was seeking to follow God’s word and the Spirit, but he resorts to casting lots, an 

obvious provision under the law (Lev. 16:8). Although they left the final decision to the 

Lord, it’s significant that there is no more mention of this practice after the outpouring of 

the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. From now on the Holy Spirit would provide the needed 

guidance and this is the same for the church today.  

 I will closely examine the Pentecost experience in another session; however, it’s 

important here to point out the unity, the persistence, and the obedience of these first 

believers in seeking the Holy Spirit. They prayed with one mind on this. They all had the 

same passion for the Holy Spirit. I just have to examine the depth of the Greek word, 

homothumadon. Ten of its twelve occurrences are used in the book of Acts and its 

meaning helps us understand the uniqueness of this community of believers. 

Homothumadon is actually two words: thumos – literally meaning “breathing hard” 

referring to a fierce passion and homou meaning “together” or “in unison.” The picture is 

like a musical symphony of different instruments blended together by the Holy Spirit. 

The New Spirit Filled Life Bible explains it this way: “The disciples had an intellectual 

unanimity, an emotional rapport, and volitional agreement in the newly founded church. 

In each of its occurrences, homothumadon shows a harmony leading to action.”37  Of 

course the action they took in passionate obedience to the Lord’s command was to wait 

in prayer for the promised Holy Spirit. They began with this passion and they also ended 

 
37 New Spirit Filled Life Bible, p. 1490 
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with the same passionate unity. They possessed a oneness of purpose when it came to 

the Holy Spirit. The new generation needs to rush passionately forward with the same 

passionate unity of purpose for the Holy Spirit. 

• When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. (Acts 2:1) 

The Post Pentecost Experience 

 I remember my spiritual father telling me about a preaching experience. He 

preached an evangelistic message with only a handful repenting and coming to Christ. 

A few months later after his Pentecost experience, he preached the same message and 

70 received salvation. This scenario is documented all over the world even today. This 

does not surprise me because the activity of the Holy Spirit after Pentecost is fully 

recorded in the book of Acts. Some call this book of the Bible, The Acts of the Apostles; 

however, when I read it, I repeatedly see the glorious acts of the Holy Spirit. Peter was 

now boldly preaching the Christ whom he had denied. The Holy Spirit had empowered 

them to be His witnesses, so he testified to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit as 

fulfillment of what the prophet Joel had spoken 800 years earlier and to Jesus as both 

risen Lord and Christ. These excerpts from Peter’s post Pentecost salvation message 

speaks volumes our need for the power of the Holy Spirit to effectively bring in the end 

time harvest.  

• "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and 

signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know-- "Him, being delivered by the 

determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to 

death; "whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be 

held by it. (Acts 2:22-24) 

• "This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. "Therefore being exalted to the right hand of 

God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now 

see and hear. (Acts 2:32-33) 

• "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 

Lord and Christ." (Acts 2:36) 

• Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. "For the promise is to you and to your 

children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call." (Acts 2:38-39) 

There was a harvest of 3,000 souls that day in Jerusalem and it was due to the activity 

of the Holy Spirit in concert with the Father and the Son working through an obedient 

and empowered servant. The harvest of souls continued as the Lord added to the 

number saved on a daily basis.  

The Power of the Holy Spirit 

 Peter’s first sermon after the Pentecost experience was in the power of the Holy 

Spirit, but this power was not limited to preaching. From the outset the apostles 

experienced signs, wonders, and miracles in the ministry. 
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• Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. (Acts 2:43) 

I can’t help noticing that all of the miracles recorded in the early church led to a 

significant harvest. Often just a single healing turned thousands to the Lord, even cities 

and regions. For example, the miraculous healing of a crippled man over 40 years of 

age greatly contributed to the salvation of 5,000 men alone (See Acts 3 & 4). I find it 

highly revealing that the religious and governmental authorities who opposed and even 

threatened the apostles asked, “By what power or by what name have you done 

this?” (Acts 4:7). Of course, Peter pointed them to Jesus and the Scripture specifically 

mentions Peter was “filled with the Holy Spirit” when he answered them. The 

authorities could say nothing because they could not deny the miracle, but they severely 

threatened them not to teach Christ any more to the people.  

It’s fascinating what the apostles did next which reveals their continued 

consistency, perseverance, and obedience to the work of the Holy Spirit. They reported 

all to the church and the believers responded in mass prayer.  

• And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said 

to them. So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and said: "Lord, You are God, 

who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them, (Acts 4:23-24) 

Notice how the believers prayed. They “raised their voice to God with one accord.” It 

was with elevated voices they lifted the burden to the Lord. And they prayed with the 

same passionate unity of purpose as at the beginning. There was no indication that the 

apostles led the church in prayer. They, the believers, burst forth in prayer. I like that 

and believe God likes it too when His people hear a report and just burst forth in 

alignment with His purpose. The end of their prayer is most telling in regard to the 

activity of the Holy Spirit. 

• "Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, 

"by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy 

Servant Jesus." And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. (Acts 4:29-31) 

The new generation needs to connect the dots between the miraculous power 

demonstrated in the apostolic ministry of the Early Church and their experience or 

encounter with the Holy Spirit. There is no disconnect in the way the Holy Spirit worked 

in the Early Church and there should be none in the church today.  

 This same Acts 4 pattern continues throughout the Early Church. It starts to 

break down a century or two later but resurged in the 20th century which is often called 

the Century of the Holy Spirit. The following chart helped me to see and understand it 

much better. 
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Again, I must mention that the pattern always appears to lead to a significant harvest of 

souls. This was the experience of the Early Church and it was clearly connected with 

their encounter with the Holy Spirit and the power they received from Him. 

 The Early Church continued to operate in the Holy Spirit’s power for the Bible 

records again that “through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders 

were done among the people.” (Acts 5:12). Again, the power of the Spirit is working 

through them resulting in an ever-increasing harvest. 

• And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, so that they brought 

the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by 

might fall on some of them. Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick 

people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all healed. (Acts 5:14-16) 

I clearly see that the apostles continued to minister in the same way and pattern. They 

did not shrink or deviate because it’s evident they were focused and fully dependent 

upon the Holy Spirit to continue the ministry of Jesus. Even when they are arrested and 

put on trial, they are aware they are working together with the Holy Spirit. They refuse 

again and again to stop preaching and teaching Christ. They declare to the authorities 

that “we are His witnesses to those things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom 

God has given to those who obey Him.” (Acts 5:32). The miracles that followed were 

a continuation of their witness to Christ and the multiplication of the number of disciples.  

 The first deacons also continued the same pattern as evidenced through 

Stephen and Phillip.  

• And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. (Acts 6:8) 

• And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke. (Acts 6:10) 

• Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word. Then Philip went down to the city of 

Samaria and preached Christ to them. And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, 

hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many 

who were possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed. And there was great joy in that 

city. (Acts 8:4-8) 
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What did the church look for in deacons? They searched among them for “seven men 

of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom.” (Acts 6:3). How can anyone 

overlook the dynamic role of the Holy Spirit in the rapid expansion of God’s kingdom 

resulting in such phenomenal growth?  

The Holy Spirit Spreads Revival 

 The first evangelistic mission outside Jerusalem occurred in Samaria as a result 

of the persecution under Saul of Tarsus. As seen in the Bible passages listed earlier, 

many men and women believed and were baptized. 

• But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of 

Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized. (Acts 8:12) 

The Church at Jerusalem sent Peter and John to them for a very specific mission. 

• When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John 

to Samaria. When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 

because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the 

Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.                  

(Acts 8:14-17 NIV) 

This same unwavering emphasis upon the work of the Holy Spirit through believers is 

also seen in the conversion of Saul of Tarsus.  

• And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, "Brother Saul, the 

Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and 

be filled with the Holy Spirit." (Acts 9:17) 

The conversion of Saul brought great comfort to the church and led to their 

multiplication throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria. 

• Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were edified. And walking in the 

fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied. (Acts 9:31) 

Peter and John continued ministering in these regions. Of particular note is how 

two single miracles opens the door to a new generation of believers. The first was a 

paralyzed man named, Aeneas, who had been bedridden for eight years. 

• And Peter said to him, "Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you. Arise and make your bed." Then he arose 

immediately. So all who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord. (Acts 9:34-35) 

Although Lydda was a small village west of Jerusalem, Sharon was an entire region, so 

the impact zone is quite significant when leaders and believers obediently and 

relentlessly minister in alignment with the work of the Holy Spirit. The same was true 

when Peter went to Joppa and raised Tabitha (Dorcas) from the dead. It “became 

known throughout all Joppa, and many believed on the Lord.” (Acts 9:42).  
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 Next, the Holy Spirit spread the revival to the Gentiles, and He used Peter to 

initiate the mission. After a divine vision where Peter learned not to call any man 

common or unclean, the Holy Spirit spoke to Him, “Behold, three men are seeking 

you. Arise, therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing; for I have 

sent them.” (Acts 10:19-20). The Holy Spirit orchestrated the entire mission from 

beginning to end and sent Peter and six other believing Jews to Caesarea where the 

Roman Centurion, Cornelius, had gathered his relatives and close friends in obedience 

to the Lord. What happened in this home is called the “Gentile Pentecost” because they 

(Gentiles) all believed, were filled with the Holy Spirit, and were water baptized in that 

order. Peter had preached to them “how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 

Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” (Acts 10:38). He told them that 

through Jesus, “whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.” I find what 

follows to be most astounding. 

• While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word. And those 

of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy 

Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. 

Then Peter answered, "Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy 

Spirit just as we have?" And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him 

to stay a few days. (Acts 10:44-48) 

The activity of the Holy Spirit through an obedient servant brought salvation to an entire 

household and again opened the door to a new and empowered generation of Gentiles. 

Although Peter had to defend and explain what happened to the Jewish believers in 

Judea, he concluded for him to do otherwise was to “withstand God.” 

• "And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at the beginning. 16 "Then I remembered 

the word of the Lord, how He said,`John indeed baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.' "If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who was I that I could withstand God?" When they heard these things they became silent; and they glorified 

God, saying, "Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life." (Acts 11:15-18) 

The activity and observable pattern of the Holy Spirit through leaders and believers is 

seen clearly from beginning to end. This single event opened the door for a worldwide 

altar call.  

The Operational Pattern of the Holy Spirit 

The Holy Spirit has a very distinctive pattern of operation that is observable in 

Paul’s missionary journeys. Barnabas had been sent by the church to encourage the 

new Gentile believers in Antioch. Again, it’s remarkable to see how the church 

describes Barnabas.   

• For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord. 

(Acts 11:24) 
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Once in Antioch, Barnabas and Paul spent a year teaching many new believers (Acts 

11:26). Once they had fulfilled an assignment of handling the relief offerings for Judea 

(Acts 11:27-30; 12:25), they pray and fast unto the Lord with other spiritual leaders in 

the church at Antioch. It was during their worship and prayers that the Holy Spirit spoke: 

• As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, "Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the 

work to which I have called them." Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them 

away. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. 

(Acts 13:2-4)  

What was the role of the Holy Spirit? When I look at the above narrative and examine 

the missionary journeys, I clearly see an operational pattern directed by the Spirit. The 

following chart confirms this pattern and the active role of the Holy Spirit.  

  

Operational Role of the Holy Spirit Scripture References 

He separates or sets apart Acts 13:1-3 

He sends (commands) Acts 13:4; John 20:21; Luke 4:18 

He supervises or directs Acts 16:6-10 

He empowers (source of power) Acts 1:8; 10:38 

He seals or certifies the ministry  1Cor. 9:2; 2Cor. 12:12 

I ask myself, “Has the Holy Spirit changed His role in the church today?”  I ask 

this because there is a real disconnect in the modern church with the operational 

pattern of the Holy Spirit. I agree with, Kevin Kazemi, a young Evangelist, who recently 

proclaimed, “We’re doing a lot of flesh work in the church and it’s not getting the job 

done. If there are no signs and wonders, does the church really believe? The church of 

America is looking for a demonstration of the reality of God. This is the kingdom of God! 

Some people believe it; some people live it; some people speak about it.” 38 He further 

defined unbelief as “knowing what God has said and then refusing to believe God can 

perform it.” He confirmed so much of what God had been speaking to my heart when 

He said, “There’s a generation arising that believes we cannot do this without God.” I 

echo his exhortation to the new generation, “God does not respond to any man, He only 

responds to the Word…Brethren, be good stewards of the Holy Spirit!”39 

  

   

  

 
38 Kazemi, Kevin. Teaching and Preaching messages, High Mill Church, Nov. 22, 2015, Canton, Ohio 
39 Ibid. 
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Teaching Session Five 

Title: The Baptism with the Holy Spirit 

Objective: To foster a thirst within a new generation of young leaders to seek and 

experience the Holy Spirit like in the beginning 

As the Deer Pants  

My father taught me growing up on the farm, “You can lead a horse to water, but 

you can’t make him drink!” Well, a horse will drink if he’s thirsty enough and so will 

every man or woman. How thirsty does a person need to be before he seeks a drink? 

There is a prophetic call for the spiritually thirsty.  

• "Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; and you who have no money, Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, 

buy wine and milk without money and without price. (Isaiah 55:1) 

Jesus echoes the identical call when He cried out at the Feast of Tabernacles, “If 

anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.” (John 7:37). The implication here is of 

someone who “suffers from thirst.” It’s a condition where one longs for a drink of “living 

water” for survival. The book of Revelation ends with the same appeal from the Spirit of 

God: 

• And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" And let him who thirsts come. 

Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely. (Rev. 22:17) 

There is such a consistency from the prophetic to the words of Jesus and the 

experience itself because the Lord doesn’t just speak words without leading to action. 

• "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water." But this He 

spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, 

because Jesus was not yet glorified. (John 7:38-39) 

Of course, the fulfillment of this Scripture occurred on the appointed day of Pentecost; 

however, it begs the question for every generation, “How thirsty are we for the Holy 

Spirit?” 

 “Am I as thirsty for the Spirit as I think I am?” I had to ask that question of myself 

when confronted by verses like “As the deer pants for the water brooks, so pants 

my soul for You, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.” (Psalms 42:1-

2a). If the natural picture is of a deer with its tongue hanging out for thirst intensely 

longing for and seeking the nearest water brook for survival, then what does the spiritual 

context mean? And the Psalmist goes on to say, “Deep calls unto deep at the noise 

of Your waterfalls.” (Psalm 42:7a). I understood from this that in my thirst for the Holy 

Spirit, I must go to the deep places because the Holy Spirit is the water conduit or pipe 

or spout for all that God provides for me in life and ministry. I recently gave a word of 

encouragement to a young leader. As I was praying for him and reading in the Psalms 
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on October 13, 2015, I read this verse and immediately the Spirit spoke to my heart, 

“Look for the springs.”  

• He sends the springs into the valleys, They flow among the hills. They give drink to every beast of the field; 

The wild donkeys quench their thirst. By them the birds of the heavens have their home; They sing among the 

branches. He waters the hills from His upper chambers; The earth is satisfied with the fruit of Your works. 

(Psalms 104:10-13) 

Later in the same context, the word of the Lord says, “You send forth Your Spirit, 

they are created; And You renew the face of the earth.” (Psalm 104:30). God has 

poured forth His Spirit, the Holy Spirit, upon us today. He’s done this not merely for us 

to have some spiritual understanding, but also to experience Him; to encounter Him. 

The apostolic and prophetic counsel for a new generation is to “Look for the springs!” 

First Century believers longed for the Holy Spirit and Jesus baptized or filled them with 

the Spirit. 

The Baptism with the Holy Spirit 

 There’s a lot of controversy and division over the concept and experience many 

refer to as the “baptism with the Holy Spirit.” Don’t you find it interesting that Scripture 

records contention and division over distribution of food, exalting one leader over 

another, use of spiritual gifts, following the law of Moses, and the like, but not any 

contention about receiving and being filled with the Holy Spirit. Yet many today are 

taught by leaders to reject the baptism with the Holy Spirit. Some say because the 

actual phrase is nowhere mentioned in the Bible. The same can be said about the 

Trinity and also the Rapture. When I hear this, I’m reminded of Jesus’ own words to the 

first believers prior to their Pentecost experience, “but you shall be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit not many days from now.” (Acts 1:5). This is why Jesus commanded 

them to wait in Jerusalem and He specifically says, “which you have heard from Me.” 

(Acts 1:4). Jesus taught it, He spoke about it, He commanded it, and He delivered on 

the Promise! If this is an issue with some leaders, then I suggest calling it “you shall be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.” This shows how absurd this argument against the 

baptism with the Holy Spirit is. I’m amazed how many actually believe with this 

particular contention. Young leaders need to teach believers what Jesus taught them 

about the baptism with the Holy Spirit. 

 Others argue that believers receive all the Holy Spirit there is at their salvation 

experience. This is firmly taught and instilled in the hearts and minds of their followers 

and greatly hinders them from longing for the Holy Spirit. Even without going to all the 

Scriptures contrary to this teaching, the serious error is exposed through simple self-

examination. Do I have all of God in my heart and life? Do I have all of Christ? Do I 

have all of the Holy Spirit? Or, Am I longing and seeking more? The Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit are omnipresent to say the least and this is why you see even Paul 

praying “that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the 
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fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.” (Phil. 3:10). Jesus 

taught that the Holy Spirit will dwell with you (outside but near) and be in (inside) you 

(John 14:17). This is why the Holy Spirit “comes on” or “falls upon” believers when they 

experience the baptism with the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit pours (sheds forth or 

distributes largely) upon them. This is why Scripture uses the term “filled” in a number 

of places. This is confirmed by Peter who connected the experience with the fulfillment 

of Joel’s prophecy: 

• "But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: `And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I 

will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see 

visions, Your old men shall dream dreams. And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My 

Spirit in those days; And they shall prophesy. (Act 2:16-18; Joel 2:28-29) 

This is consistent with what Jesus had told them, “But you shall receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you…” (Acts 1:8a) 

The narrative accounts in Acts also directly state or imply that the Holy Spirit comes on 

the believers when they experience the infilling.  

• And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house 

where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of 

them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 

them utterance. (Acts 2:2-4) 

• When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John 

to Samaria. When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 

because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the 

Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. (Acts 8:14-16 

NIV) 

• And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. (Acts 4:31) 

• And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, "Brother Saul, the 

Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and 

be filled with the Holy Spirit." (Acts 9:17) 

• While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word. And those 

of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy 

Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. 

Then Peter answered, "Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy 

Spirit just as we have?" And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him 

to stay a few days. (Acts 10:44-48) 

• And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and 

prophesied. Now the men were about twelve in all. (Acts 19:6-7) 

When I examine these biblical narratives I clearly see that the experience of the 

baptism with the Holy Spirit was prophesied and taught by Jesus, was indispensable to 

both leaders and believers, was distinct from John’s baptism of water for the remission 

of sins, and was a common occurrence in the church. Some argue that the teachings of 

Jesus in the gospels takes precedence over the narrative experiences recorded in the 
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book of Acts.  For example, some theologians have adopted a position like the one 

described below.   

“First, God's purpose for our lives is to be found in Scripture and not in experience. Second, the purpose of God should 

be determined from the didactic parts of Scripture, which inform and command us on what is to be appropriated, rather 

than from the historical parts [such as the book of Acts], which merely describe what happened to others. His third 

point was that our motive in seeking God's purpose is practical and personal and not academic or controversial.”40 

This draws a wedge between the didactic (teaching) passages and the narrative 

(experiential) texts found in Acts. I see a consistent flow of the Spirit of truth in both. The 

new generation needs to see and consistently follow both. Far too many believers know 

the truth with little to no experience of the truth in their lives and ministries when it 

comes to the Holy Spirit.  

The Timing of the Baptism with the Holy Spirit 

 One obvious thing stands out in the recorded experiences of believers in the 

Bible. Those who received the Holy Spirit in this way were just that; believers. They had 

heard the word and accepted it sometimes only seconds before being filled with the 

Spirit and other times days later. There exists a division among church leaders today 

regarding the timing of receiving the Holy Spirit. They call one view “initiation” and the 

other “subsequence.” The former refers to Spirit Baptism exclusively in the context of 

entry or baptism into the body of Christ (1Cor. 12:13) while the latter views Spirit 

Baptism as a distinct and separate experience to empower believers for witness (Acts 

1:8). I ask, “Why do so many spiritual leaders labor so hard to deny the baptism with the 

Holy Spirit?” I agree with Dr. Stanley Horton, one of the premiere theologians in the 

Assemblies of God, who says, “Pentecostals have always understood Spirit baptism “as 

the coming of God's Spirit into the believer's life in a very focused way…Spirit baptism is 

an observable and intensely personal experience, not just a doctrine.”41  Could it be that 

some spiritual leaders are simply resisting the Holy Spirit? I don’t ever want to be found 

resisting the Holy Spirit! I believe Horton really sums up the issue on the timing of Spirit 

baptism and makes a great appeal for a healthy unity of doctrine and experience. 

“By recognizing this distinct experience of Spirit baptism, we are not diminishing the work of the Holy Spirit in the new 

birth. Furthermore, responsible Pentecostals have always taught that one is indwelt by the Spirit at the time of 

conversion (Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 6:19).” But Pentecostals and other Charismatics agree “this deeper experience of the 

Holy Spirit in no way refutes or denies any experience the Christian may have had before. It simply opens unto us a 

whole new realm of spiritual possibilities. We need to receive the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit in our lives and 

our ministries to the greatest extent possible in order to serve God well in our world. Let us not eliminate a miracle 

working God from our Christianity.”42 

 
40Brand, Chad (2004-11-01). Perspectives on Spirit Baptism: Five Views (p. 15). B&H Publishing. Kindle 
Edition.  
41 Ibid. p. 47 
42 Ibid. p. 60 
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 The new generation needs to open up to this new realm of the Holy Spirit just like 

the early church and those of the 20th century. The 21st century has not begun well in 

regard to the Holy Spirit, but the Spirit of God is still the Holy Spirit and He is desiring to 

fill believers just as at the beginning. Who cares whether He fills one simultaneously, a 

second after salvation, or days later! The issue is one of thirst. The Spirit that baptizes 

us into the body of Christ is the same Spirit that fills us with His power.   

For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one 

body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-- whether Jews or Greeks, 

whether slaves or free-- and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. (1Cor. 12:12-13) 

A thirsty generation will drink!  

Receiving the Baptism with the Holy Spirit 

 I am taken back how many Pentecostal and Charismatic churches of the 21st 

century are no longer teaching about Spirit Baptism nor are they encouraging believers 

to experience the Holy Spirit beyond salvation. They are not ministering the Holy Spirit 

to believers! This must change with young leaders of the new generation. Are our hearts 

so hardened that we don’t realize the glorious ministry of the Holy Spirit under the new 

covenant? I challenge young leaders with the same rhetorical question Paul spoke to 

the Corinthians, “…will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious?” 

(2Cor. 3:8 NIV).  

The New Testament church was very intentional when it came to the ministry of 

the Holy Spirit. This was especially true when it came to believers receiving the baptism 

with the Holy Spirit. Of course, praying to be filled with the Holy Spirit is the way to 

receive; however, this is in the context of believers desiring to experience what God had 

promised.  I recently joined in a day of prayer and fasting for global revival. During this 

time, I was reading through Romans when the Spirit stopped me at the following verse: 

• Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that you strive 

together with me in prayers to God for me, (Rom. 15:30)  

I was locked into the phrase, “through the love of the Spirit.” Suddenly, the Lord 

placed deep inside my spirit the question, How much do you love My Spirit?” I found 

myself admonished and exhorted by God and His word to seek the Holy Spirit more and 

more. I learned from this one verse that those who love Jesus and the Spirit strive 

together in prayer. This refers to intense prayer; prayer that’s a struggle, a fight together 

with others. God revealed to me that we can only effectively do this “through the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and through the love of the Spirit.” I agree with what David Yonggi 

Cho, pastor of Yoido Full Gospel Church, Seoul, South Korea, says, “Christians who 
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have developed a steady and growing prayer life, and who communicate and fellowship 

with the Spirit, are those who know Jesus Christ the best.”43  

 The new generation of leaders and believers need to receive the Holy Spirit in 

alignment with the teachings of Jesus and the common experiences documented in 

Scripture. The 1st century church leaders were very emphatic about this. The narrative 

accounts reviewed earlier prove this. Perhaps, their love for the Holy Spirit was much 

greater than ours? This needs to change and there’s no better time to change it than 

with the new generation.  

Ways of Receiving the Baptism with the Holy Spirit 

 Once the thirst, the love, the desire for the Holy Spirit is there, one must go to 

Jesus who according God’s word is the One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. Again, a 

review of the biblical narratives indicates several ways believers received the infilling of 

the Holy Spirit. Therefore, each encounter is unique. The following chart brings into view 

some of these ways of receiving.  

   

Example Means Context 

Luke 1:15, 41, 67 In the presence of the Lord One on one (Elizabeth and Mary and 
Zacharias) 

Luke 3:21-22; 4:1 Prayer Water Baptism of Jesus 

Acts 1:14; 2:1-4 Unified Prayer (10 days) 120 Believers 

Acts 4:23-31 Mass Prayer Number of companions 

Acts 8:14-17 Laying on of hands Samaritan believers 

Acts 9:17-18 Laying on of hands One on one (Ananias and Saul) 

Acts 10:44-46 Hearing/Accepting the Word Household of Cornelius 

Acts 19:6-7 Laying on of hands 12 disciples at Ephesus 

Although many individual believers today ask and receive Spirit Baptism, I can’t help but 

notice that most of the biblical examples are in a group setting, involve prayer or 

seeking the Spirit, and the laying on of hands. One thing I learn from this is that we 

need to be more aware of the Holy Spirit when we gather together, and we need to be 

deliberate in ministering the Holy Spirit to others through the laying on of hands. Not 

everyone receives privately. That being said, I find Cho’s description of his experience 

in Bible College as a good example of the determined desire believers need in receiving 

the baptism with the Holy Spirit today: 

“I prayed for an experience with the Holy Spirit whom I had studied and leaned about. I asked the Holy Spirit to come 

and fill me with His power, His ministry and His message for a sick and hurting world. I realized that by myself I could 

 
43Cho, David Yonggi. The Holy Spirit, My Senior Partner, Charisma House 1989, p. 7 
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never find enough uplifting and encouraging sermons to preach unless I lived above my own problems. So daily I 

prayed for the filling of the Holy Spirit. Other students were also praying for this baptism of the Holy Spirit. We prayed 

for days, and as fellow students received this experience, I noticed their lives took on a new dimension…As I observed 

the change in their lives, I knew I had to keep praying until I received this experience also. And then it happened. One 

evening while I was asking the Lord for the filling of the Holy Spirit, I felt His presence draw near…As I worshipped, I 

felt a warm glow touch my face, then my tongue, then my body, and without realizing it I began to speak new words 

that came to my mind and my tongue at the same time. The more I spoke, the more I felt impressed to speak forth the 

words that were coming so quickly. I don’t know how long I remained in that room worshipping the Lord, and it didn’t 

matter. My heart was overflowing with praise and worship to Jesus in a new language. I was overwhelmed with joy and 

an awareness of a new power with God that I had not known before. That was my initial experience when I was 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.”44 

It’s not enough to learn about the theology of the Holy Spirit. Believers need to 

experience Him and that begins with drawing near Him to receive from Jesus the 

Promise of the Father.  
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Teaching Session Six 

Title: Tongues of Fire: A Positive Perspective of Glossolalia  

Objective: To facilitate evidential confidence in believers that they have truly received 

what was promised. 

A Common Pattern 

 There continues to be a lot of controversy over the role and place of speaking in 

tongues or glossolalia in theological terms from the Greek, glossais lalein.  In Stanley 

Horton’s view, “If there is one thing that Satan fights more than another and tries to 

counterfeit, it is the speaking in tongues which is the utterance of the Holy Spirit.”45 

Some theologians still maintain the position of “cessation” meaning that tongues and 

prophecy ceased with the Early Church. This view has been debunked for the most part 

today when considering that the key biblical evidence for the view also includes 

knowledge. 

• Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; 

whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part. But when that 

which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away. (1Cor. 13:8-10) 

The view that the perfect refers to the inspired word of God completed in the cannon of 

Scripture at the end of the first century fails to recognize that Scripture did not mark an 

end to the operation of God’s power in and through the Holy Spirit. In addition, it’s a 

false assumption that knowledge vanished at the end of the first century. When I 

consider in the early 1900’s that most people still rode around in horses and horse 

drawn carriages compared with SUV’s and Jet Airplanes today, there’s no way 

knowledge has gone away. When I further consider technology, the cessation position 

becomes even more ridiculous.  

 This session looks at speaking in tongues strictly from the perspective of its 

association with the baptism with the Holy Spirit. The question I had when people 

shared and prayed for my wife and I to be filled with the Spirit was, “How do I know I’ve 

received this experience promised by God?” Some of the brethren, told us we had 

received, but I had no evidence that this was truly the case. That was until we were 

prayed for in the Spring of 1974 at a Home Bible Study in Columbus, Ohio. Unknown to 

us there was a change in the topic due to unforeseen circumstances. The new topic 

was “speaking in tongues.” All I remember today from the teaching is when the leader 

explained things this way, “The mind is saying two plus two is four, two plus two is four; 

the Spirit is saying let me out, let me out!” I’ve never forgotten that and when they 

 
45 Brand, Chad (2004-11-01). Perspectives on Spirit Baptism: Five Perspectives (p. 53). B&H Publishing. Kindle 
Edition.” 
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prayed over us, I experienced a welling up in my chest and when I opened my mouth, I 

began to boldly release a heavenly language that flowed with an unspeakable joy. And 

as if I needed further evidence that Jesus had baptized me with the Holy Spirit, a 

number of young children in an adjacent room of the house came out speaking in new 

tongues. Horton accurately describes the experience: “When the Spirit of God has 

gotten such full possession of you that He can use your tongue to utter His own words 

in another language then you have the baptism in the Holy Ghost.”46 For this reason, 

I’ve never doubted this evidence; however, I see the same common pattern in the 

Scriptures. 

 I agree with Reinhard Bonnke who concludes, “No word in the New Testament 

suggests that we do not need what the apostles had, or that what they had could be 

only for them.”47 In the same context he adds that the Spirit did not come quietly. I want 

to examine this a bit more closely. What do the following segments of the Scriptures 

reveal? 

• "Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy 

Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear. (Acts 2:33) 

• And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered 

them money, (Acts 8:18) 

• And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, "Brother Saul, the 

Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and 

be filled with the Holy Spirit." (Acts 9:17) 

• I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all; (1Cor. 14:18) 

• And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of 

the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify 

God. Then Peter answered, "Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received 

the Holy Spirit just as we have?" (Acts 10:44-47) 

• And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at the beginning. "Then I remembered the 

word of the Lord, how He said,`John indeed baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' 

"If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I 

that I could withstand God?" (Acts 11:15-17) 

• And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and 

prophesied. (Acts 19:6) 

As I review this list of biblical occurrences, I see a distinct pattern when I observe 

phrases like, “which you now see and hear, when Simon saw, for they heard them, 

just as we have, as upon us at the beginning, the same gift as He gave us.” Could 

it be that there is an objective proof of the experience of the baptism with the Holy 

Spirit? David Yonggi Cho puts it this way: 

Don’t misunderstand me. Speaking in tongues and the baptism with the Holy Spirit are not synonymous…Let me put it 

this way: In the time of the apostles, whenever God poured out the Holy Spirit upon exemplary churches, He always 

provided external signs which both those who received the Holy Spirit and objective spectators could spontaneously 

 
46Brand, Chad (2004-11-01). Perspectives on Spirit Baptism: Five Views (p. 53).  
47 Bonnke, Reinhard (2010-10-17). Holy Spirit - Revelation and Revolution (Kindle Locations 549-550). E-R 
Productions, LLC. Kindle Edition.   
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feel, see and hear. Almost without exception, as the final and most common sign, the recipients spoke with other 

tongues.”48 

Opponents who resist this evidentiary pattern are quick to point out that there is no 

mention of tongues with the Samaritans in Acts 8. This is true; however, the question is, 

What did Simon see? He had already heard and seen all the miracles Philip did, but he 

did not offer to buy that power. He accepted Jesus and was even baptized with water. 

Only what he saw after Peter and John laid hands upon the new believers who received 

the Holy Spirit was he compelled to offer to buy this power. Why? It had to be that he 

saw the only sign that hadn’t occurred yet; speaking in tongues. We can easily infer this 

due to the evidentiary pattern established earlier. I like Cho’s challenge: 

“We should also bear witness to our experience of the fullness of the Holy Spirit, not in general terms, but like Peter 

with that which one can see and hear. If we don’t have evident proof – if we continue the spiritual struggle, not being 

sure whether we have received the Holy Spirit or not – how can we become bold and powerful witnesses?”49  

The new generation needs the same evidence to persuade them today. As Stanley 

Horton clearly points out, “Obviously, speaking in tongues was the convincing evidence. 

And in a day when so many think, hope, believe, and then wonder whether they have 

the baptism in the Spirit, a convincing evidence is still needed.”50 

The Convincing Evidence 

 I’ve established a common evidentiary pattern in Scripture for the close 

association of speaking in tongues with the experience of being baptized with the Holy 

Spirit, but is it the initial evidence? A much closer and deeper examination of the 

foundational experience of the first 120 believers will shed light upon this.   

• And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house 

where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of 

them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 

them utterance. (Acts 2:2-4) 

• καὶ ἐγένετο ἄφνω ἐκ τοῦ οὐρανοῦ ἦχος ὥσπερ φερομένης πνοῆς βιαίας καὶ ἐπλήρωσεν ὅλον τὸν οἶκον 

οὗ ἦσαν καθήμενοι 3  καὶ ὤφθησαν αὐτοῖς διαμεριζόμεναι γλῶσσαι ὡσεὶ πυρὸς καὶ ἐκάθισεν ἐφ᾽ ἕνα 

ἕκαστον αὐτῶν, 4  καὶ ἐπλήσθησαν πάντες πνεύματος ἁγίου καὶ ἤρξαντο λαλεῖν ἑτέραις γλώσσαις καθὼς 

τὸ πνεῦμα ἐδίδου ἀποφθέγγεσθαι αὐτοῖς. (Acts 2:2-4 BGT) 

I noticed when I looked at a diagram of the sentence structure, particularly verse four, 

an important discovery came forth. It’s found in the use of the Greek verb form of 

archomai which means to be the first to do or begin anything; to be chief, leader, or 

ruler.  

 

 
48 Cho, p. 111 
49 Ibid. p. 109 
50 Horton, Stanley M. (2012-03-27). What the Bible Says About the Holy Spirit: Revised Edition (Kindle 
Locations 2676-2678). BookMasters. Kindle Edition. 



 

PAGE 48 

 

The two verbs apply to everyone present where the Holy Spirit filled all and they all 

began to speak in tongues. In addition, the third person plural of each verb supports this 

all-inclusive outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Speaking in tongues, therefore, was the first 

or initial thing that was done after the infilling by the Holy Spirit. Another thing that 

stands out is that ‘they began” to speak the Holy Spirit’s utterance. In other words, they 

used their own vocal cords and speech ability to by faith release the given utterance. 

Many do not understand this and fail to engage and release the new tongues when the 

Holy Spirit comes upon them. 

The Topeka Experience 

 A group of around 40 students in 1900 at Bethel Bible School in Topeka, Kansas, 

became convinced in their study of God’s word that they could have the same 

experience as believers in Acts 2. Their leader, Charles Parham, had given them all an 

assignment: to search the Scriptures to find out about the baptism with the Holy Spirit. 

The students came back with the same conclusion that when the first believers were 

baptized or filled with the Holy Spirit, the proof was that they spoke in other tongues. On 

December 31, 1900, Parham called the students and others to prayer in three-hour 

watches. After midnight a student named Agnes Ozman asked for hands to be laid upon 

her to receive the baptism with the Holy Spirit. Here is Parham’s own testimony of what 

followed: 

"I had scarcely repeated three dozen sentences when a glory fell upon her, a halo seemed to surround her head and 

face, and she began speaking in the Chinese language, and was unable to speak English for three days. When she 

tried to write in English to tell us of her experience she wrote the Chinese, copies of which we still have in newspapers 

printed at that time."51 

 
51 http://www1.cbn.com/churchandministry/the-roots-of-azusa-pentecost-in-topeka 
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Other students would follow, but on this day, January 1, 1901, the church rediscovered 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit with convincing evidence. And the story does not end 

there for the experience is only the beginning. Horton picks up the story: 

After several received the experience, the school's principal, Charles Parham, a former Methodist minister, took the 

message with “its distinctive hermeneutic, theology, and apologetics to El Dorado Springs, Missouri, and then to 

Houston, Texas. There, a black man, William J. Seymour, accepted Parham's “Apostolic Faith” message and took it to 

Los Angeles, California. “On Monday, April 9, 1906, Seymour and seven others received the Spirit baptism. “Soon 

Seymour began daily meetings in an abandoned Methodist Church at 312 Azusa Street that could hold about nine 

hundred persons. The result was a Pentecostal explosion with huge crowds of all kinds of people coming to morning, 

afternoon, and night services, sometimes lasting until the next morning. Many who came to make fun stayed to pray. 

Outstanding conversions took place. “By 1908, only two years later, the surging movement had taken root in over 50 

nations.”52 

 According to historian Vinson Synan, this began what is “generally recognized as 

the most important religious movement of the entire twentieth century.”53 He adds, “As 

Topeka and the rest of the nation celebrated the new century, few people could have 

imagined that this humble event would trigger the worldwide Pentecostal charismatic 

movement, one of the mightiest revivals and missionary movements in the history of the 

church.”54 Of course, Charles Parham is recognized as the “theological father of the 

modern Pentecostal movement” and his student, Agnes Ozman, for all practical 

purposes, became “the first Pentecostal of the 20th century.”55 As indicated earlier, 

William Seymour “first learned about the baptism in the Holy Spirit with tongues in 1905 

at a Bible School Parham led in Houston, Texas.”56 After receiving, he began the 

historic and fascinating meetings in April 1906 at the Azusa Street Apostolic Faith 

Mission in Los Angeles. Synan documents that they “conducted three services a day, 

seven days a week, for three and one-half years” and “thousands of seekers received 

the baptism in the Holy Spirit with tongues.”57 How can one experience documented as 

an evidentiary pattern in the Scriptures bring such worldwide revival? This is the 

question that still baffles church historians and theologians today.  

This remarkable story demonstrates the need for the baptism of the Holy Spirit to 

be received in the same convincing manner aligned with God’s word. The new 

generation must also search the Scriptures and then seek in prayer for what God has 

promised. Who are we to think that we somehow don’t need convincing evidence 

following Spirit Baptism? I refuse to argue with believers who say they are baptized with 

the Holy Spirit but have never spoken in tongues. If they ask for prayer, then I instruct 

them in the Word and pray for them. If they don’t, then I just bless them with a “Praise 

 
52 Brand, Chad (2004-11-01). Perspectives on Spirit Baptism: Five Views (pp. 50-51). B&H Publishing. Kindle 
Edition. 
53 Synan, Vinson (2001). The Century of the Holy Spirit (p. ix). Thomas Nelson, Nashville, TN. 
54 Ibid. (p. 1). 
55 Ibid. (p. 1, 4). 
56 Ibid. (p. 4). 
57 Ibid. 
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the Lord” and move on. However, I’ve observed that those who do begin to speak in 

tongues, without exception, testify that they were not baptized with the Spirit before 

though they said they were prior to the evidence of tongues.  

Tongues of Fire 

 I recall years ago in the early years of the charismatic movement when so many 

people from all walks of life and denominations were seeking to be baptized in the Holy 

Spirit with tongues. We had to counsel believers to seek the Holy Spirit and the tongues 

would follow. Some out of disobedience or fear from wrong teaching and/or experience 

would ask, “Do I have to speak in tongues?” We would emphatically answer, “No, but 

the good news is you get to!” I recently talked to a young believer whom Jesus baptized 

in the Holy Spirit with tongues through the laying on of my hands. I asked him if he was 

using his heavenly prayer language. He shared he wasn’t for a while, but just recently 

resumed the practice. He testified that he was once again hearing from the Holy Spirit.   

 I will never forget what took place during a worship service on May 03, 2015. As I 

stood worshiping with God’s people and singing in and with the Spirit, I heard a voice 

inside me say repeatedly, “Tongues of fire, Tongues of fire, Tongues of fire rested upon 

them!” I couldn’t wait to pray more about this and to search the Scriptures. Of course, I 

was aware of the simile comparison of “divided tongues, as of fire” that rested upon 

the believers at the initial outpouring of the promised Holy Spirit, but a dear colleague of 

mine referred me first to Psalm 29:7. 

• The voice of the LORD divides the flames of fire. (Psalm 29:7 NKJ)  

• The voice of the LORD hews out flames of fire. (Psalm 29:7 NAS) 

• The voice of the LORD strikes with flashes of lightning. (Psalm 29:7 NIV) 

• The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. (Psalm 29:7 ESV) 

Again, I found some discrepancy with several translations, but through deeper research 

a fascinating truth emerged. In the Hebrew text the verse looks like this:  

 קֹול־ְיהָוה חֵֹצב ַלֲהבֹות ֵאש 

 The literal translation would read from right to left, The voice (sound, noise) of Jehovah 

(the existing one) hews out (hews, digs, cleaves, cuts out, divides, quarries) the flames 

(flame, point, tip of weapon, head of spear) of fire. Like a stone mason God is making 

room for something in each seeking believer. Like the dentist who drills out a tooth first 

to place a filling that will last a lifetime, the Lord hews out like a skilled mason the place 

for the Holy Spirit with tongues to operate in the heart and life of the believer. Now when 

I apply this truth to the baptism in the Spirit with tongues, I clearly see that God Himself 

has made a place for speaking in tongues in Spirit Baptism.   

• Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. (Acts 2:3 NKJ) 

• And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them. 

(Acts 2:3 NAS) 
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• They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. (Acts 2:3 NIV) 

• And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. (Acts 2:3 ESV) 

The Greek word refers to the distribution of tongues by the Holy Spirit upon each 

believer. The Holy Spirit was the disperser and God dug out a place in each believer for 

the convincing evidence of tongues. Although the use of tongues in public worship has 

a clear distinction and guidelines, Scripture gives a clear message to the church 

regarding speaking in tongues: Do not forbid! This means don’t hinder, don’t prevent, 

don’t deny, don’t refuse or withhold from anyone.  

• Therefore, my brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues.             

(1Cor. 14:39 NIV) 

 Praying in the Spirit 

 We know from God’s word that tongues may be in a heavenly or angelic 

language (1Cor. 13:1) or a language known to man but unknown to the one speaking 

the utterance (Acts 2:6-11). Also, there is a distinction between the usage of tongues in 

church and the use of tongues in a believer’s prayer and worship life. John Bevere 

identifies four types of tongues in the New Testament: tongues as a sign to unbelievers 

(Acts 2:5-13; 1Cor. 14:22), tongues with interpretation in the church (1Cor. 12:10; 14:5, 

13, 26), tongues for personal prayer (1Cor. 14:14-15), and tongues for intercession 

(Rom. 8:26-27). He accurately points out that “The first two types of tongues are 

intended for use in public ministry (among two or more people), while the latter two are 

private.”58 More will be said about this in our detailed examination of the operation of the 

gifts of the Holy Spirit, but in this session we are dealing with the personal use of 

tongues. 

One of the first things those who resist tongues say is that not all speak in the 

tongues quoting First Corinthians: 

• Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? (1Cor 12:30) 

The answer to these rhetorical questions is a resounding no; however, this is talking 

about the operation of the nine spiritual gifts listed in chapter 12 and not the evidence of 

tongues associated with Spirit Baptism. We always told believers, “Same tree; two 

different branches” and Paul’s instructions to the Corinthian church bears that out. In 

fact, Paul clearly explains how when he prays in tongues, his spirit prays (1Cor. 14:14). 

The conclusion he reached and instructed the church on was that he will pray and sing 

with the spirit. 

• What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing 

with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding. (1Cor 14:15) 

 
58 Bevere, John; Bevere, Addison (2013-08-14). The Holy Spirit: An Introduction (Kindle Locations 2525-2526). 
Messenger International. Kindle Edition. 
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Furthermore, he instructs the church of Ephesus to put on the whole armor of God and 

concludes with a fascinating exhortation: 

• Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all 

occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all 

the Lord's people. (Eph. 6:17-18 NIV) 

When the Spirit, the Word, and praying in the Spirit all come together, our prayers gain 

a new dimension of power and spiritual alignment that is unbeatable. I want to do all I 

can empowered by the Holy Spirit to see the new generation come to the same 

conclusion. I cannot cease to teach, exhort, admonish, and plead for young leaders to 

seek the Holy Spirit and regularly pray in tongues because when you do you are praying 

in the Holy Spirit, according to God’s word.  

 I am of the opinion that many do not desire to pray in tongues simply because 

they’ve decided they don’t want to. Possibly, it has something to do with an inability to 

submit the tongue to God. Some, as Paul indicated, are uninformed (1Cor. 14:23) 

meaning they have never been taught about the Holy Spirit in this way. In some 

instances, they have heard of or observed tongues misused or even abused. Although 

we need to be sensitive to these circumstances “we must, as Bevere says, not refuse to 

educate the Body of Christ about this gift just because some have misunderstood or 

misappropriated it.”59 Paul did not neglect teaching about speaking in tongues. He 

corrected the misuse and gave instructions on the proper use. And this was a positive 

perspective or else he would have forbidden tongues. Instead he did the opposite. As 

you review the following chart, keep in mind a very sobering Scripture. 

• Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom 

there is no variation or shadow of turning. (James 1:17) 

  

Positive Value Scripture 

Convincing Evidence of the Baptism with the Holy Spirit And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. (Acts 2:4) 

Personal Edification (promotes/builds up spiritual growth He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who 
prophesies edifies the church. (1Cor 14:4) 

Enhances Praise and Worship (in giving thanks and also 
singing spiritual songs in the Spirit) 

What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and 
I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the 
spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding… For 
you indeed give thanks well, but the other is not edified. 
(1Cor 14:15, 17) 

Builds up Faith (causes it to rise higher and higher) But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most 
holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, (Jude 1:20) 

 
59Bevere, Addison (2013-08-14). Kindle Location 2545  
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Helps to align with God’s will (takes hold or lays hold of us in 
order to obtain) 

Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we 
do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered. (Rom. 8:26) 

Aids Spiritual Warfare and Alertness Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all 
occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With 
this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all 
the Lord's people. (Eph. 6:17-18 NIV) 

Spiritual Refreshment (A place to rest) For with stammering lips and another tongue He will 
speak to this people, To whom He said, "This is the rest 
with which You may cause the weary to rest," And, "This 
is the refreshing"; Yet they would not hear. (Isaiah 28:11; 
1Cor. 14:21) 

 The new generation needs the same “tongues of fire” to go higher with the 

things of God. When believers seek the Holy Spirit “rivers of living water” will flow out. 

This is what brings revival to a perverse generation. Speaking and praying in tongues is 

forever associated and in partnership with the Holy Spirit. It is God’s plan. 
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Teaching Session Seven 

Title: The Spirit of Holiness 

Objective: To ground knowledge and experience with the Holy Spirit in a healthy 

pursuit of holiness and godliness in the lives of young leaders. 

A Holiness Background 

 The new generation today, for the most part, does not come from a holiness 

background. However, this was not the case for believers in the first nor the forerunners 

of the twentieth century. The apostles and the early disciples had received extensive 

training in how they were to live lives of holiness and godliness. I’m reminded of the 

admonition of Christ in the Sermon on the Mount. Immediately following the Beatitudes, 

He tells them something that modern Christians too often forget: 

• "For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you 

will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 5:20) 

Jesus calls us to a higher standard of holiness that can only be completed in and with 

the Holy Spirit. He outlines a number of social issues contrasting murder, adultery, 

divorce, perjury, revenge, and relationships with a new and more perfect way. The 

repeated phrase “But I say to you…” (Matt. 5:21-48) serves as a reminder that “you 

shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.” (Matt. 21:48). Also, it’s 

worth noting that Joseph and Mary presented Jesus to the Lord in Jerusalem in 

fulfillment of the Scripture that “Every male who opens the womb shall be called 

holy to the Lord.” (Luke 2:22-24). Jesus wants to present His followers holy and 

blameless before God under the new covenant. This is another reason we need the 

ongoing cleansing presence of the Holy Spirit to direct our conduct.  

• …but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, (1Pet. 1:15) 

 There are three holiness movements that set the stage for the great 20th century 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit: the Methodist Holiness movement, the Catholic Apostolic 

movement, and the British Keswick or “Higher Life” movement.60 It was John Wesley 

(1703-91), an Anglican Priest and founder of the Methodist Church, who presented the 

idea of a second blessing following salvation. According to church historian Vinson 

Synan,“This experience he variously called “entire sanctification,” “perfect love,” 

Christian perfection,” and “heart purity.”61 For this reason, he is considered “the 

theological father of all holiness and Pentecostal movements.”62 One of his colleagues, 

John Fletcher, even called this “a baptism in the Holy Spirit” that gave both spiritual 

 
60 Synan, Vinson (2001). The Century of the Holy Spirit (p. 2). Thomas Nelson, Nashville, TN. 
61 Ibid. p. 2 
62 Ibid. p. 16 
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power and cleansing to believers.63 I will save the Catholic Apostolic movement for the 

session on spiritual gifts; however the Keswick movement more directly applies to the 

holiness background leading into the 19th century.  John Walvoord rightly points out that 

the holiness movements during this period had their good as well as their bad features 

but does single out the Keswick movement’s positive contribution in bringing full 

attention to the Holy Spirit. 

“Among the permanent benefits of these has come the Keswick movement in England, and the corresponding work in 

America. The work of D. L. Moody is well known with its impact upon the church and its attention to the power of the 

Holy Spirit.”64 

Walvoord, though, is wrong to say that the “twentieth century has witnessed another 

decline in attention to the doctrine of the Holy Spirit.”65 Attention to the Holy Spirit brings 

with it a clear call to holiness. The new generation cannot and must not ignore this truth.  

 One of the drawbacks of the holiness movements involves the unintended 

deemphasis on purity. The Wesleyan Scholar, Ray Dunning, in his article, A Wesleyan 

Perspective on Spirit Baptism, concludes that “one's doctrine of sanctification is virtually 

synonymous with the understanding of the “Spirit-filled life.”66 He rightly points out that 

“the normative view of sanctification in the New Testament where most uses of the term 

have reference to the holy life (e.g., 1 Thess. 4:3)”67 I believe we will do a great 

disservice to the new generation if we draw a wedge between the pursuit of holiness 

and the empowerment that comes from the baptism in the Holy Spirit and the 

resurgence of the supernatural gifts of the Holy Spirit. Dunning accurately points out the 

consequence of such a shift whether he agrees with the Pentecostal experience or not. 

Another consequence of the shift from the pristine Wesleyan understanding of the work of the Spirit under the influence 

of the Oberlin theology was a gradual transition from emphasizing purity to emphasizing power as a concomitant of the 

“baptism with the Holy Spirit.”68 

Of course, the Oberlin theology is referring to the ministry and teachings of the famous 

American revivalist, Charles Finney. This is a shift away from the pursuit of holiness that 

has taken place and has entered into the 21st century with a head of steam. This is why 

a new generation needs to pursue purity and power with equal enthusiasm. Many who 

have experienced the baptism in the Holy Spirit with tongues need to add purity to the 

power and many who have not been baptized in the Spirit with tongues need to add 

power to the purity. Remove the tension between the two and pursue both.  

 
63 Synan, Vinson (p. 2) 
64 Walvoord, John F. (2010-12-21). The Holy Spirit: A Comprehensive Study of the Person and Work of the Holy 
Spirit (Kindle Locations 4318-4319). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 
65 Ibid. (Kindle Locations 4324-4325).  
66 Brand, Chad (2004-11-01). Perspectives on Spirit Baptism (p. 182). B&H Publishing. Kindle Edition. 
67 Ibid. (p. 187) 
68 Ibid. (p. 206) 
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Understanding Holiness 

 Paul says that the declaration of Jesus Christ as the Son of God and our Lord 

was in the power of the resurrection “according to the Spirit of holiness.”  

• …concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, and 

declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the 

dead. (Rom 1:3) 

Peter gives the reason why the Holy Spirit is the cleansing agent of God along with the 

word. It’s all for obedience. The Holy Spirit cleanses for obedience. 

• …who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of 

the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood: Grace and peace be yours in 

abundance. (1Pet 1:2 NIV) 

The sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit is directly linked with the call for holiness that 

rests upon all who name the name of Christ. 

• Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when 

Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. As obedient children do not conform to the evil desires you had when 

you lived in ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: "Be holy, 

because I am holy." (1Pet 1:13-16 NIV) 

Furthermore, obeying the truth actually advances the spiritual purification process from 

the inside out.  

• Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love 

one another fervently with a pure heart, (1Pet 1:22) 

Nothing is more damaging to the Christian witness than a Spirit filled leader 

whose lifestyle is filled with unholy and ungodly conduct. I was captivated by a probing 

question during a message from a Ukrainian minister on July 26, 2015. He asked, 

“What is our conduct/behavior with the Holy Spirit?” I wondered to myself if I really 

understood the exceptional and ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in presenting me holy 

before God. I sensed a new and fresh openness and willingness to seek the Holy Spirit 

in the area of holiness. Western Christianity has gradually moved into a casual view of 

holiness and this is making shipwreck of the faith of many. It’s most dangerous to 

experience the baptism of the Holy Spirit with tongues and not eagerly pursue holiness.  

Ungodly lives lead to ungodly results and a sure prospect of God’s judgment. I pray that 

this teaching session will be used by God to change this in a new generation of leaders. 

 There are a number of words used in the Bible for holiness. Practically all of them 

come from the same root as shown by the following chart: 
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Word Meaning Key References 

Holiness            

(hosiotes, hagiosune) 

Living up to the 

responsibilities of being a 

new creature in Christ 

Rom. 6:19,22; 2 Cor. 7:1; 

Eph. 4:24; 1 Thess. 3:13; 

Heb. 12:10,14 

Godliness           

(eusebia) 

Our reverence and faith as 

reflected in our obedience 

to Christ in all aspects of 

our lives. 

1 Tim. 4:7-8; 6:3,5,6,11; 2 

Tim. 3:15; Tit. 1:1; 2 Pet. 

1:3,6,7; 3:11  

Sanctification 

(hagaismos) 

Make holy, set apart & 

consecrate our lives to God 

by the ongoing cleansing 

power of the Holy Spirit. 

1 Cor. 1:30; 1 Thess. 4:3-4; 

2 Thess. 2:13; 1 Pet. 1:2 

Pure/Purity         

(hagneia, hagnos) 

Cleanliness, innocence, 

modesty that denotes a 

freedom from the dominion 

of sin and a true reflection 

of the new life in Christ. 

Matt. 5:8; Phil. 4:8; 1 Tim. 

4:12; 5:2,22; Tit. 1:15; 1 Jn. 

3:3; 1 Pet. 1:22   

These four words represent the primary Biblical terms for Christian morality. All directly 
apply to a lifelong process based upon the definitive act of Christ to break us free from 
the dominion of sin to live for God in, by, and through the Holy Spirit. Each reveals our 
position in Christ, our progression in Christ and our future completion in Christ. For 
example, the following passages reveal these three aspects of sanctification or the 
ongoing cleansing presence of the Holy Spirit: positional sanctification, progressive 
sanctification and future sanctification: 
 

• And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name 

of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. (1Cor. 6:11) 

• For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; (1Thess. 4:3) 

• Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be 
preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1Thess. 5:23) 
 

 What does all this mean for us? For one thing, it means that holiness, godliness, 
purity and sanctification are God’s will for us. This also means that it is both the work of 
God, the work of the Holy Spirit, and the responsibility of God’s people to obey the truth. 
Christ has broken the chains of fear and the bondage of sin. He has given us the Holy 
Spirit to provide the enabling power for us to live Godly lives for His glory. We are 
exhorted to pursue holiness and godliness. 
 

• But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, 
gentleness. (1Tim. 6:11) 

• Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord:  (Heb. 12:14) 
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These passages are literally imploring us to run after holiness and godliness; to press 
on as one who in a race runs swiftly to reach the goal. The new generation must not to 
be timid about this pursuit. Their motivation is to please Him who has called them and to 
be a true light to the world. This pursuit requires the most intimate communion with 
Christ and specifically with the Holy Spirit. It’s also a sincere commitment to the spiritual 
training and discipline necessary to be conformed to His image through the work of the 
Holy Spirit. The experience of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit with tongues should 
strengthen the pursuit of holiness; not weaken it! 

The Importance of Sanctification 

There is a spiritual journey as believers work out their salvation “with fear and 

trembling.”  

• Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my presence, but now much more in my 

absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, (Phil 2:12 NIV) 

• But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to 

holiness, and the result is eternal life. (Rom 6:22 NIV) 

• Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that 

contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. (2Co 7:1 NIV) 

 
 
The new generation needs to be grounded both in knowledge and experience in all of 
the above. It’s the way that the Holy Spirit leads.  
 

How Christians Ought to Walk 

• Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should abound more and more, just as 

you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God; 2 for you know what commandments we gave 

you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from 

sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 
5 not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one should take advantage of and 

Cross Resurrection Spirit Baptism Sanctification
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defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and 

testified. 7 For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness. 8 Therefore he who rejects this does not 

reject man, but God, who has also given us His Holy Spirit. (1Thess. 4:1-8 NKJ) 

The above passage reveals that a moral lifestyle pleasing to God is not an optional 

matter for Christians. In fact, it is mandated through Christ. It is God’s will that we 

should walk in a way that is pleasing and acceptable to Him. This involves our overall 

behavior and conduct. If we truly have Christ in our hearts, then this should be reflected 

in our speech, our outward appearance, and our actions. Unfortunately, some attempt 

to be legalistic in their individual ideas about morality, which turns many away from the 

truth. On the other hand, many ignore moral standards altogether declaring that God 

only looks upon the heart. The exhortation is that we excel more and more in life. What 

will cause us to do this? It’s living as we ought to live in Christ.   

 It is necessary that our lives please the Lord. We are not bound by some 

legalistic system when we are in Christ; however, we are bound by His love and the 

genuine desire to live in a manner that is pleasing and acceptable to Him. We need to 

regulate and conduct our lives to please the Lord and make Him manifest to the world. 

The apostles instructed the early church on how to do this because they received from 

the Lord how they ought to walk and to please God.  Christian leaders have the same 

responsibility today. 

Word Meaning Key References 
Sexual Immorality (porneia) Sexual activity or play outside of 

marriage including touching intimate 
parts, premarital sex, cohabitation, 
adultery, fornication, homosexuality, 
lesbianism, & sex with animals. 

1 Cor. 6:18; 1 Thess. 4:3; Rev. 2:14, 
20 

Sensuality (aselgeia) Disregard of self-control & an 
inclination toward indulging in or 
arousing sinful lust. 

Gal. 5:19; Eph. 4:19; 1 Pet. 4:3; 2 
Pet. 2:2,18 

Exploitation (pleonektee) Take advantage or deprive another of 
moral purity in order to satisfy one’s 
self-centered desires. 

1 Thess. 4:6; Eph. 4:19 

Lust (epithumia) Sexual desire that if fulfilled would 
violate God’s moral law and another 
person’s purity. 

Matt. 5:28; Eph. 4:19,22; 1 Thess. 
4:5;1 Pet 4:3; 2 Pet. 2:18  

Notice that three of the above terms appear in 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8. In addition, there 
is a strong plea for sanctification and holiness in the same verses. The contrast 
between a lifestyle pleasing to God and one that is not is very apparent. In addition, 
Paul is not urging unbelievers to live for God, but believers. These selected passages 
represent Christ’s plea for purity in the church. 
 

The Doctrines of Balaam and the Nicolaitans 

 
Pastor Walter Moss in his book, Why I am a Black Pro-Life Pastor, is both 

accurate and profound when he exposes the present-day attack upon America involving 
sexual immorality.  
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“There is a three prong attack in this nation strategized by the devil all involving sexual impurity: 1) abortion, 2) 
Homosexuality and 3) Same-sex marriage are three strategies of the devil set to destroy us. When the government 
makes laws in opposition to the word of God, everyone’s life is at stake.” 

 
We live in a society where sexual immorality has become commonplace and even 
acceptable. No wonder Paul emphatically told the Corinthian Church to run from it.  
 

• Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality 
sins against his own body.  1 Corinthians 6:18  

 
The Greek word, pheugo, means to get away, to seek safety by flight from something 
abhorrent. Sadly, immoral thinking (views) and conduct have infiltrated the church. 
Satan’s most effective strategy against the body of Christ is to influence her from within. 
He likes to disguise himself as an “angel of light” and a “wolf in sheep’s clothing.” 
 

• And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his 
ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their 
works.  2 Corinthians 11:14-15  

• For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also 
from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after 
themselves. Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and 
day with tears. Acts 20:29-31 
 

Paul warned the Corinthian church and the Ephesian elders of the approaching inside 
attack of the enemy. He clearly reveals that it will involve those who will look like 
“ministers of righteousness,” but will really be wolves in sheep’s clothing. They will 
present a mixture of truth and error to lead disciples to themselves and away from the 
right path. The vast majority of Christians are able to recognize words and actions that 
are blatantly antichristian; however, when there is a mixture of truth and error their faith 
is shaken if they are not rooted and grounded in God’s word. This is especially true 
when it comes to issues of morality. Immorality is like the “elephant in the room.” No one 
wants to talk about it! 
 Jesus commended the Ephesian church for despising what He called the 
doctrine of the Nicolaitans. At the same time, He chided the church of Pergamos for 
those within their ranks who held the doctrine of Balaam and the doctrine of the 
Nicolaitans. Although there are some varying ideas regarding the exact nature of these 
two doctrines, both involve a strong perversion of God’s moral standards with the goal 
of weakening the sanctification process designed by God. 
 

• But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. Revelation 2:6  

• But I have a few things against you, because you have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who 
taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to 
commit sexual immorality. Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I 
hate. Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth. 
Revelation 2:14-16 

    
Of course, the doctrine of Balaam refers to the advice Balaam gave King Balak of 

Moab to influence God’s people to commit adultery with Moabite women; a sinful 
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direction that kindled God’s anger and resulted in a plague (Num. 24:14; 25:1-4; 31:16). 
Similarly, the doctrine of the Nicolaitans led people in an immoral direction. There are 
two primary views about the Nicolaitans. The Greek nikao means “to conquer” and laos 
means “people,” so some deduce from this that they were a 1st century sect favoring the 
priesthood of Rome by dividing God’s people into clergy and laity. The name can also 
be interpreted as “conquering or destruction of people.” This lends itself to the view that 
the Nicolaitans were also a group within the church who apparently taught that 
Christians could freely practice immoral behavior because the law was no longer 
binding. They are often associated with Nicolas who was one of the seven deacons 
(Acts 6:5). The earliest support of this connection is from Irenaeus (130-202 AD), a 
disciple of Polycarp who was a disciple of John, the Apostle himself. It makes sense to 
see the Nicolaitans as those who claimed some kind of superior status while permitting 
idolatry and immorality. This doctrine, therefore, is a form of what is called, 
antinomianism; a belief that the deeds of the flesh have no effect upon one’s soul and 
no relation to salvation. Since righteousness is freely given by faith in Christ, Nicolaitans 
taught that an intellectual belief alone in this truth had a saving power. Although this 
teaching correctly affirms God’s love, grace and mercy as the ground of salvation, it 
falsely adheres to a freedom of the flesh and sin in clear violation of what the Bible 
teaches about godliness and holiness. 
 

• What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? Certainly not! How shall we who 
died to sin live any longer in it?  Romans 6:1-2  

• Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. And do not present your 
members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the 
dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.  Romans 6:11-13 

 
The spirit of these doctrines is prevalent today both outside and inside the 

church. Jesus says He “hates” them! What does this mean? The intensity of His words 
is obvious. The Greek miseo has the connotation of pursuing with hatred; a detesting. 
Notice Revelation 2:6 reveals that the church is to detest these doctrines as well. Peter 
also sternly warns us against such false teachings and those who teach others in this 
manner. He describes them as walking according to the flesh in the lust of 
uncleanness, presumptuous, self-willed, natural brute beasts, spots, blemishes, 
carousing in their own deceptions, eyes full of adultery, slaves of corruption (See 
2 Pet. 2). In addition, he explains the error and result of their condition drawing a 
parallel with the way of Balaam. 

 
• They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the 

wages of unrighteousness; but he was rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking with a man's voice 
restrained the madness of the prophet. These are wells without water; clouds carried by a tempest, for whom 
is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they 
allure through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped from those who 
live in error. While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a person 
is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage. For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the 
world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and 
overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. For it would have been better for them not to 
have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to 
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them. But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: "A dog returns to his own vomit," and, "a 
sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire." 2 Peter 2:15-22  

 
It’s inconceivable to believe God will not react to the ever-increasing practice 

among Christians involving, premarital sex, living together out of wedlock, abortion, 
pornography, profanity, homosexuality, same sex marriage and many other moral 
issues. Have immoral practices become so commonplace among us that voices have 
become silent on the issue? Where are the prophets? Where is the preaching? Where 
is the repentance? The words of Christ must ring in our ears once again: 

 
• Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth.      

Revelation 2:16 

 
The 21st century has its own version of the doctrines Jesus hates and warned of 

and a host of modern Nicolaitans to go with it. It’s been said that there’s “nothing new 
under the sun.” The secularization of American society from 1960 on with its humanistic 
mission of values clarification and moral relativism has now become the dominate 
worldview under the term postmodernism. This worldview has a firm hold upon 
Christians and non-Christians alike and has overtaken the educational system for 
decades. What is a worldview? It’s a belief system; a philosophy of life. Dr. George 
Barna of the Barna Research Group says, A world-view serves as a person’s decision-
making filter. It has a dramatic influence on a person’s choices in any given situation. 
The following chart reveals the alarming contrast between a biblical worldview and a 
postmodern one: 
 

Biblical Worldview Postmodern Worldview 
Absolute moral truth exists No knowledge is certain; there is no 

absolute truth 

The Bible is accurate in all principles 
it teaches 

Truth is what an individual or group 
make it; what’s true for one may not 
be true for another; those who claim 
to know truth are trying to control 
others. “That’s just your truth!” 

Satan is a real being or force; not 
symbolic 

Tolerance is highly valued – “It’s 
okay.” All religions are of equal value. 

Cannot earn your way to heaven by 
trying to be good or do good works 

Tolerance is highly valued – “it’s 
okay.”  

Jesus Christ lived a sinless life Moral relativism; everything is relative 
to one’s own reality (subjective 
feelings, decisions) 

God is all-knowing & all-powerful 
creator of the world who still rules the 
universe today 

Pluralism; all religions lead to the 
same place 

 
A 2009 research project conducted by the Barna Research Group revealed danger 
signs for those less than 25 years of age. 
 

• 82% (71% of all adults) say they develop their own combination of beliefs rather than adopt a set proposed by a 
church. 

• Less than ½ of 1% possess a biblical worldview compared with 9% of all adults and 19% of “born again” Christians. 
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• Only 9% of Americans who consider themselves to be Christians and say they know the content of the Bible 
demonstrate such knowledge through their actions. 

 
The implications of the above research are staggering and show how a complacent 
church has been infiltrated and targeted for destruction.  
 

• Christian faith is now being defined through individualism. 

• A non-Christian option pitted against various Christian-based views is the popular trend. 

• Dialogue, self-reflection & observation have a stronger impact on faith views than the teaching of God’s word.  

• Feelings & emotions now play a significant role in faith development. 

 
The influence of postmodern thinking can no longer be ignored by the church. 

There are a number of Biblical warnings against getting caught up in this belief system. 
These admonitions are very clear when viewed in today’s Message version of the bible. 
 

• Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your 
attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and 
quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God 
brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you. Romans 12:2 TMSG 

• Watch out for people who try to dazzle you with big words and intellectual double-talk. They want to drag you 
off into endless arguments that never amount to anything. They spread their ideas through the empty 
traditions of human beings and the empty superstitions of spirit beings. But that’s not the way of Christ. 
Colossians 2:8 TMSG 

• I can’t believe your fickleness—how easily you have turned traitor to him who called you by the grace of Christ 
by embracing a variant message!  It is not a minor variation, you know; it is completely other, an alien 
message, a no-message, a lie about God. Those who are provoking this agitation among you are turning the 
Message of Christ on its head. Let me be blunt: If one of us—even if an angel from heaven!—were to preach 
something other than what we preached originally, let him be cursed.  I said it once; I’ll say it again: If anyone, 
regardless of reputation or credentials, preaches something other than what you received originally, let him be 
cursed. Galatians 1:6-10 TMSG 

• The tools of our trade aren’t for marketing or manipulation, but they are for demolishing that entire massively 
corrupt culture.  We use our powerful God-tools for smashing warped philosophies, tearing down barriers 
erected against the truth of God, fitting every loose thought and emotion and impulse into the structure of life 
shaped by Christ. Our tools are ready at hand for clearing the ground of every obstruction and building lives 
of obedience into maturity.  2 Corinthians 10:4 TMSG 

 

A New Holiness Movement 

 I believe God is calling for a new holiness movement within the new generation. 

And it all begins with the young leaders.  I find it very interesting that the great 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the twentieth century was preceded by a holiness 

movement. The new generation needs a firm foundation in holiness teaching and 

experience. An understanding of holiness is one thing and pursuing it is another. This is 

one of the most primary works of the Holy Spirit. Let us embrace it and the training 

necessary for purity and holiness. Paul’s counsel to young leaders remains most 

relevant for the new generation today. 

• Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in 

conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. (1Tim. 4:12 NIV) 
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Teaching Session Eight 

Title: The Operation of the Holy Spirit: Motivational Gifts 

Objective: To equip young leaders in the functional aspects of the motivational gifts   

The Same Spirit 

 I grow wearier of the confusion and widespread inactivity among believers in the 

body of Christ with each passing day. The inactivity of church members is rampant, and 

this is contrary to Scripture. First, young leaders must understand who’s behind the 

gifts. Paul makes certain the Corinthian church understood this and leaders need to do 

the same. 

• Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: You know that you were Gentiles, 

carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led. Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking 

by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 

There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. And 

there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. (1Cor. 12:1-6) 

Notice it’s the same Spirit, the same Lord, and the same God responsible for the giving 

and distribution of different gifts. The New Spirit Filled Life Bible views the involvement 

of the Trinity as a reflection of God’s desire to be active in and with His people. 

“The reference to the Trinity in these verses (Spirit, Lord, and God) reveals the unity of the work of God among His 

people. The various gifts, ministries, and activities that are manifested in their midst underscore God’s desire to bless, 

serve, and be active in the life of His unique people.”69 

God in His divine wisdom and eternal plan has given gifts and these gifts are to 

function in harmony like the parts of a natural body. The Bible repeatedly makes this 

point where various gifts are introduced.  

• For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, so we, being 

many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. (Rom 12:4-5; See also 1Cor. 12:12-27) 

• …from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective 

working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.      

(Eph. 4:16) 

Given this accurate understanding of who’s behind the gifts and who’s calling for and 

involved with their active operation in the church should cause a stirring in the hearts of 

every young leader. This is why Paul reminds young Timothy to “stir up the gift of 

God which is in you through the laying on of my hands.” (2Tim. 1:6). The Greek 

charisma is used in the passage. One of the renowned Charismatic authors and 

teachers of the 20th century, Lester Sumrall, explains it in this way: 

 
69 New Spirit Filled Life Bible (p. 1596) 
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“The word charisma is a Greek word that means “spiritual gift”— not natural or carnal or “soulical,” but spiritual— freely 

given to us by God. In its characteristic usage charisma denotes an extraordinary ability that is bestowed upon a 

human being by the infinite strength and power of the third person of the Trinity, who is called the Holy Spirit. Spiritual 

gifts are bestowed as a special service upon the body of Christ.”70  

Even though the specific gift is unnamed, it obviously refers to a grace gift or spiritual 

endowment given by the Holy Spirit through prayer and the laying on of hands. The 

emphasis is not so much on the gift in this reference, but on the recipient to eagerly 

activate it with a burning zeal; a holy fire from the depths of his soul. I give the same 

reminder to young leaders today. Don’t let your giftedness lay dormant in some kind of 

passive silence. Stir it up! Fan it into flame! A young Armenian leader once told me that 

motivation in the Armenian language literally means to “pump or push forward.” That’s 

exactly what Paul told young Timothy to do. 

The church is passive and quiet without the active operation of the gifts. 

Reinhard Bonnke rightly points out that few will notice a church that does not burn for 

God. 

“The world has no respect for a church of sanctimonious milk-and-water sentiments, wishy-washy philosophy, pretty 

thoughts, and uncertainties. If a church at least burns for God, it will attract notice. When churches are models of 

decency, decorum, conformity, and correctness, nobody says, “I will now turn aside and see this great sight” (Exod. 

3:3). When there is a spiritual blaze, people stop and stare.”71 

People recognize the Holy Spirit’s presence when they observe spiritual gifts in 

operation because the Spirit brings vibrant life and power that is missing in the décor of 

many church assemblies. I agree with Bonnke that “There is no power greater than that 

of the Holy Spirit. That is kingdom power. By the Spirit God distributes His ministries to 

whom He chooses.”72  Young leaders, therefore, must with fiery zeal understand, teach, 

and operate in the gifts. It’s the same Spirit who distributes gifts in perfect concert with 

the Father and the Son. Like Bonnke says:  

“The Holy Spirit is God in action. Whenever there are supernatural operations, they are by the Spirit. All divine 

manifestations, such as the gifts, are always by the Spirit.”73 

The new generation needs to break with the example of many who throw dirt on the fire 

of the Holy Spirit. Young leaders especially need to be resolute in their zeal to operate 

in the gifts and to teach others, recognizing, as Bonnke says, “We can quench the 

Spirit, or we can “stir up the gift of God,” as Paul said to Timothy. The Spirit moves 

 
70 Sumrall, Lester (2005-02-01). Gifts And Ministries Of The Holy Spirit (Kindle Locations 290-293). Whitaker 
House. Kindle Edition. 
71 Bonnke, Reinhard (2012-05-01). Taking Action: Receiving and Operating in the Gifts and Power of the Holy 
Spirit (p. 273). Charisma House. Kindle Edition.  
72 Ibid. (p.56) 
73 Ibid. (p.20) 
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when we move. Holy Spirit meetings are supposed to flow with the supernatural. Every 

gift is a “ministry.”74  

The Classification of Gifts 

 There are three primary classifications of gifts in the Bible commonly referred to 

as the motivational gifts, the leadership gifts, and the manifestation gifts. Although there 

are some other gifts that can be identified, these are the most comprehensive 

categories. I find it most helpful to view these biblical lists side by side and examine 

them in their context. I do this because I noticed each listing is engulfed with valuable 

principles and instructions both before and after that determine the attitude and way the 

Spirit wants the gift(s) to operate. In other words, a believer needs spiritual 

understanding for the gifts to effectively work through them in the power of the Holy 

Spirit. The following chart reveals the three primary gift categories. 

Motivational Gifts Leadership Gifts Manifestation Gifts 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that you present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service. 2 And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that you may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God. 3 For I say, through the grace 
given to me, to everyone who is 
among you, not to think of himself 
more highly than he ought to think, 
but to think soberly, as God has dealt 
to each one a measure of faith. 4 For 
as we have many members in one 
body, but all the members do not 
have the same function, 5 so we, 
being many, are one body in Christ, 
and individually members of one 
another. 6 Having then gifts differing 
according to the grace that is given to 
us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us 
prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 
or ministry, let us use it in our 
ministering; he who teaches, in 
teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in 
exhortation; he who gives, with 
liberality; he who leads, with 
diligence; he who shows mercy, with 
cheerfulness. (Rom 12:1-7) 

Prophecy, Service, Teaching, Exhortation, Giving, 
Leading, Mercy 

But to each one of us grace was given 
according to the measure of Christ's 
gift. 8 Therefore He says: "When He 
ascended on high, He led captivity 
captive, And gave gifts to men." 9 
(Now this, "He ascended "-- what 
does it mean but that He also first 
descended into the lower parts of the 
earth? 10 He who descended is also 
the One who ascended far above all 
the heavens, that He might fill all 
things.) 11 And He Himself gave some 
to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers, 12 for the equipping of the 
saints for the work of ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we 
all come to the unity of the faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
to a perfect man, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 
that we should no longer be children, 
tossed to and fro and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, in the cunning 
craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, 
speaking the truth in love, may grow 
up in all things into Him who is the 
head-- Christ-- 16 from whom the 
whole body, joined and knit together 
by what every joint supplies, 
according to the effective working by 
which every part does its share, 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, 
brethren, I do not want you to be 
ignorant: 2 You know that you were 
Gentiles, carried away to these dumb 
idols, however you were led. 3 
Therefore I make known to you that 
no one speaking by the Spirit of God 
calls Jesus accursed, and no one can 
say that Jesus is Lord except by the 
Holy Spirit. 4 There are diversities of 
gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are 
differences of ministries, but the 
same Lord. 6 And there are diversities 
of activities, but it is the same God 
who works all in all. 7 But the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given to 
each one for the profit of all: 8 for to 
one is given the word of wisdom 
through the Spirit, to another the 
word of knowledge through the same 
Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same 
Spirit, to another gifts of healings by 
the same Spirit, 10 to another the 
working of miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another discerning of 
spirits, to another different kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation 
of tongues. 11 But one and the same 
Spirit works all these things, 
distributing to each one individually 
as He wills. (1Cor 12:1-11) 

 
74 Bonnke. Taking Action, (p. 96) 
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(Note: Verses 9-21 deal with how Christians 
should behavior) 

causes growth of the body for the 
edifying of itself in love. (Eph 4:7-16) 

Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, Pastor, Teacher 

Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge, Faith, Gifts 
of Healings, Miracles, Prophecy, Tongues, 

Interpretation of Tongues 

(Note: Chapters 12-14 deal with the 
operational guidelines of these gifts) 

From the above listings, you can see there are seven motivational gifts, five leadership 

gifts, and nine manifestation gifts. One principle that needs to be repeatedly pointed out 

to young leaders is the believer’s self-effaced attitude regarding gifts and their usage. 

Using gifts for self-exaltation or gain is prohibited. The gifts are given and operate for 

the benefit of others. There can be no other motivation. I like what Bonnke says, “God 

does not distribute titles and medals. Nobody does anything except by the Holy Spirit. 

What glory can there be to a man?”75 Therefore, as believers pursue spiritual gifts in 

accordance to God’s plan knowing that the question “why” or the motive for wanting to 

operate in the gifts is vitally important. This is why Paul implores the young to put on 

humility. 

• In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with 

humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble."               

(1Pet. 5:5 NIV) 

An Examination of Motivational Gifts 

 The importance of motive cannot be overstated in relation to the use of gifts and 

this leads right into the motivational gifts. These gifts listed in Romans 12 appear to be 

residential or inborn, though differing with individuals. Now “having” means just what it 

says. We have it and we own it or possess one or more of these particular grace gifts or 

spiritual endowments from God. However, the question concerns our motivation and 

faith to develop and use these gift(s) God has given and embedded within us. 

• Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us 

prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 

he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows 

mercy, with cheerfulness. (Rom. 12:6-8)  

Although this list of seven gifts appear to be representative of a broader range of 

giftedness bestowed by God upon people, a closer examination of what these specific 

gifts mean help us to develop and function in them.  

1. prophecy (prophetia) – view with ongoing prophetic insight: Acts 14:8-10 
2. ministry (diakonia) – serve the body of Christ in practical and physical ways.  Acts 9:36-43 
3. teaching (didasko) – instruct God’s word to others 
4. exhortation (paraklesis) – encourage others to apply God’s principles and truths to their lives.  An intercessor, a 

consoler, a comforter.  Acts 11:22-24 
5. giving (metadidomi) – contribute abundantly to the needs of others including the support of God’s work.  Means to give 

over, share, impart.  Do it with hapiotes, singleness, sincerity, generously with no self-seeking.  Acts 5:36-37; 10:1-4 

 
75 Bonnke. (p. 226) 
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6. leading (proistemi) – to stay before, influence others with spoude, speed, eagerness, earnestness and forwardness.  
Acts 14:23 

7. mercy (eleeo) – strong and continual acts of charity, relief.  The support of others in times of emotional, physical, and 
spiritual trouble.  Do this with hilarotes, cheerfulness. 

In each of the above, there is a clear and continuing indication for believers to use their 

giftedness. Doing this directly implies a level of motivation equivalent to the faith and 

spiritual growth and maturity of the one being gifted. I can see where the Parable of the 

Talents applies here (Matt. 25:14-29) because a growing number of believers are not 

using their gifts and/or talents in the context of the body of Christ. I think it’s important to 

note that Scripture reveals that everyone has been given by God at least one gift. 

• As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If 

anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which 

God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the 

dominion forever and ever. Amen. (1Pet. 4:10-11) 

The gifts or abilities given require “good stewardship.” The Greek oikonomos 

refers to managing the affairs of a household. This confirms that the use of this category 

of gifts involves an accurate application of biblical principles to be effective. I think it’s 

inconceivable that a born again, Spirit-filled Christian would not desire with a high level 

of motivation to use their gift(s) in the body of Christ and as tools to advance His 

kingdom in the world. But more and more Christians are presenting a lousy witness both 

in their church involvement as well in the workplace. Why is this? George Selig and 

Alan Arroyo, two gifted Christian educators, explain it this way: 

“Without the work of the Holy Spirit, the person often remains at the lower motivational levels where his or her gift is 

dominated by the natural, fleshly nature. In those instances, the person becomes more of a liability to his family or 

church than an asset…Remember that the levels of motivation can also reflect spiritual development. At higher levels 

of motivation, the gifts will be expressed in a more Christ-like and Spirit-controlled way. At the lower levels of 

motivation, the gifts will show more fleshly characteristics.”76  

Undoubtedly spiritual development and maturity are factors; however, it’s one thing to 

recognize a particular gift and quite another to practice the gift under control of the Holy 

Spirit. Although Selig and Arroyo, in my opinion, overanalyze personality traits with the 

function of the gifts, their view of motivational gifts as “spiritual temperature” gifts 

indicating “how closely an individual is submitted to God" remains the single key factor 

in everything. In addition, their descriptions of best and worst usage of these seven gifts 

present one of the best pictures to aid in their development and usage. Of course, the 

best usage of each gift corresponds to the highest motivational level and the worst to 

the lowest; however, strong motivation for a gift must remain under the control of the 

Holy Spirit to be most effective in God’s plan. I’ve developed the following chart in an 

attempt to capture how these two gifted Christian educators view each gift.77  

 
76 Selig, George and Arroyo, Alan (1989). Loving our Differences. (p. 26). CBN Publishing: Virginia Beach. 
77 Ibid (p. 26—36). 
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Grace Gift  At its best At its worst 

Prophecy – God enables one to 
appraise and speak uncompromising 
truth to the principles of His word 
(standard bearers, evaluators, 
integrators)    

Analytical, honest, biblical, bold, 
repentant 

Arrogant, opportunistic, inflexible, 
critical, hurtful 

Mercy – God enables one to see and act 
with the highest degree of heartfelt 
compassion (listeners, consolers, 
healers) 

Sensitive, kind, protective, 
reconciliating 

Resentful, weak in discipline, self-
pitying, acting like a martyr 

Teaching – God enables one to instruct 
others in God’s word (instructors, 
researchers, seed planters) 

Patient, diligent, reliable, clear Sarcastic, disorganized, anxious, 
careless 

Exhortation - God enables one to make 
challenging and encouraging demands 
for others to excel (encouragers, 
persuaders, seed waterers)  

Persuasive, inspiring, spiritual, 
committed 

Self-promoting, shallow, worldly, 
apathetic 

Leadership – God enables one to get 
results by coordinating the work of others 
(influencers, prayer warriors and self-
starters) 

Visionary, stable, effective, prayerful Insecure, paranoid, overbearing, self-
centered 

Service – God enables one to get results 
by pitching in and doing the work 
themselves if necessary (volunteers, 
helpers, care givers) 

Flexible, sensitive, joyful, caring Reluctant, insensitive, isolated, self-
pitying 

Giving – God enables one to give even 
when they have nothing to spare 
(supporters, givers) 

Generous, loving, helpful, careful Manipulative, stubborn, unsubmitting, 
undisciplined 

All God’s Gifts are Good High Motivational Level Low Motivational Level 

Even a casual glance at the above chart reveals that these motivational gifts work 

together in a cohesive manner to bring forth a unity of function through the Holy Spirit. 

Again, Selig and Arroyo provide a fitting and conclusion to why there is disunity and 

dissension in many family units, groups, and churches. 

“As you can see, when a family or church has a number of individuals operating at low motivational levels, it will suffer 

from constant dissension. The solution is not to break up the group, however. It is to initiate loving, prayerful 

discipleship of these individuals until they grow to higher levels of maturity. Without love, said Paul, the gifts are worth 

nothing. A group needs to love and assist its members because they are important to God and their gifts are needed to 

make the group complete.”78  

A new generation of leaders needs to thoroughly teach about this category of gifts and 

encourage their active functioning in all spheres of influence, but especially among the 

household of faith. God promises to enable in the power of the Holy Spirit because it’s 

His way.  

 
78 Selig and Arroyo (p. 28) 
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Teaching Session Nine 

Title: The Operation of the Holy Spirit: Leadership Gifts 

Objective: To equip young leaders to obediently follow the understanding, function, and 

structure of leadership under the new covenant 

Leadership under the New Covenant 

 A number of spiritual leaders around the world have concluded that everything 

rises and falls upon leadership. I have seen this to be basically true in my observations 

of many leaders around the world. Sheep tend to follow shepherds is a fact in both the 

natural and church settings. I have spent many years with other 5-Fold Global partners 

boldly presenting the New Testament model of leadership because the one that is being 

followed in most settings is not the same. First of all, God’s plan for leadership under 

the new covenant is different. Unfortunately, I’ve seen only token transformation among 

leaders in regard to following the New Testament model Jesus taught His disciples. I 

pray this will change with a new generation of leaders.  

 Jesus and the church leaders of the first century never promoted leadership in a 

hierarchal sense. Jesus made this very clear in His response to the question among the 

disciples as to who was the greatest. 

• But Jesus called them to Himself and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 

those who are great exercise authority over them. "Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to 

become great among you, let him be your servant. "And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be 

your slave-- "just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 

many." (Matt. 20:25-28) 

• But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them, "You know that those who are considered rulers over the 

Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. "Yet it shall not be so among 

you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. "And whoever of you desires to 

be first shall be slave of all. "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His 

life a ransom for many."  (Mark 10:42-45) 

• And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those who exercise authority 

over them are called`benefactors.' "But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let 

him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves. "For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or 

he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the One who serves. (Luke 22:25-27) 

As I review each occurrence of Jesus teaching on serving, a stark contrast between 

worldly leadership and servant leadership is evident. Each account uses the phrase or 

similar phrase, “Yet it shall not be so among you…” Spiritual leaders need to adapt 

their leadership/oversight of God’s people in alignment with the New Testament and not 

the world. This involves the errant ranking and use of titles for leaders. The disciples 

were position minded rather than Kingdom of God minded in their dispute over who was 

the greatest. Australian Kevin Conner in his classic work, The New Testament Church, 

warns against hierarchy in leadership. 
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“The whole sum of the matter is that any ministry, singular or plural, can become a hierarchy, a priest-class and rob the 

members of the Body of Christ of their responsible priestly functions. There is only ONE Mediator between God and 

man, and that is the Man, Christ Jesus, No man or group of men, ministries or officials, dare usurp the place of Christ’s 

mediatorial ministry. Whether ministries or members, all together are members of the priestly company, with varying 

responsibilities and functions under Christ, the Great High Priest. (Revelation 1:6; 5:9-10; Hebrews 5:6-7)”79 

It’s evident that a hierarchical understanding and structure of leadership greatly 

diminishes and even snuffs out the operation of gifts in the body of Christ. There’s no 

biblical precedent for such things among leaders nor in their relationship with the people 

of God. The Scriptures bear this out. A real transformation is needed in this area for the 

gifts to flow through leaders and believers alike in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 Jesus also dealt with titles in ministry. The worldly system has positional titles for 

almost everything and it must grieve the Holy Spirit when the church follows the same 

example. This does not align with what Jesus commanded. 

• "But you, do not be called`Rabbi'; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren. "Do not call 

anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. "And do not be called teachers; for 

One is your Teacher, the Christ. "But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. "And whoever 

exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted. (Matt. 23:8-12)    

The context of the above passage is regarding religious leaders who, among other 

things, love to be greeted with titles by others. I tell people to call me by my given name, 

Michael or Brother Michael. Pastors habitually announce themselves during church 

services as “Pastor” or say, “I’m the Senior Pastor.” There’s absolutely no need for this. 

Paul emphatically defended his apostolic calling and function, but never as a title. You 

just don’t find any biblical evidence for the use of ministry titles by the leaders of the 

New Testament.  

• Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God (Rom 1:1) 

• Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, (1Co 1:1 NKJ) 

• Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the church of God which is at 

Corinth, with all the saints who are in all Achaia: (2Co 1:1 NKJ) 

• Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him 

from the dead), (Gal 1:1 NKJ) 

• Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ 

Jesus: (Eph 1:1 NKJ) 

• Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the 

bishops and deacons: (Phi 1:1 NKJ) 

• Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, (Col 1:1 NKJ) 

• Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (1Th 1:1 NKJ) 

• Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the commandment of God our Savior and the Lord Jesus Christ, our hope, 

(1Ti 1:1 NKJ) 

• Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus, 

(2Ti 1:1 NKJ) 

 
79 Conner, Kevin (1982). The New Testament Church (p. 137) 
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• Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect and the 

acknowledgment of the truth which accords with godliness, (Tit 1:1 NKJ) 

• Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our beloved friend and fellow laborer, 

(Phm 1:1 NKJ) 

• James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad: 

Greetings. (Jam 1:1 NKJ) 

• Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 

Bithynia, (1Pe 1:1 NKJ) 

• Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained like precious faith with 

us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: (2Pe 1:1 NKJ) 

• Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are called, sanctified by God the 

Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ: (Jud 1:1 NKJ) 

• The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants-- things which must shortly take 

place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John (Rev 1:1 NKJ) 

• I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, (Rev 

1:9 NKJ) 

Paul’s is also clear in his lengthy discourse to the Corinthian church on disunity built 

around different leaders declaring it carnal. 

• For when one says, "I follow Paul," and another, "I follow Apollos," are you not mere human beings? What, 

after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe--as the Lord has 

assigned to each his task. (1Cor. 3:4-5 NIV) 

Furthermore, he places all focus squarely upon “God who gives the increase” (1Cor. 

3:6-11). Paul insists that others view him as a servant of God one who must be 

examined on the basis of his faithfulness to the one who has called him.  

• This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the mysteries God 

has revealed. Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. (1Cor. 4:1-2 NIV) 

There is no place in Scripture for titles, fame, or gift ranking for leaders. The new 

generation needs to correct this and follow God’s word. I agree with Frank Damazio, 

author of a gold standard book on leadership used by many worldwide for training, who 

says, “The Church must rebuild its leadership on the solid, biblical foundation of 

anointed servanthood.”80 The Holy Spirit never violates God’s Word and neither should 

we. Every Christian has the ministry of servant!  

The Ephesian 4 Leadership Gifts 

 There are five leadership gifts identified in Ephesians 4. Some have promoted a 

teaching that everyone is a leader, but if this were the case then there would be no 

followers. Although every Christian is called to a specific function based upon the grace 

gift(s) he or she has received, I agree with Damazio that “In Ephesians 4:11,12 Paul 

 
80 Damazio, Frank (1988). The Making of a Leader: Biblical Leadership Principles for Today’s Leaders (p. 1).  
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clearly states that only some of the Body of Christ are called to this governmental 

function.”81 This is a clear principle of leadership. Damazio explains it this way. 

“But when we say that all members have a ministry and a responsibility, we should make the responsibilities of each 

ministry very clear. The responsibility to practice oversight of the Body of Christ is given only to the governmental 

ministries and not to all the members of the Body of Christ…Each part of the Body of Christ has received a call from 

God, but not necessarily to function in a governmental ministry.”82 

 The first sixteen verses of Ephesians 4 reveal the remarkable wisdom of God in 

calling forth leaders. First, there’s an exhortation to walk worthy of the calling. 

• I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 

with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, endeavoring to keep 

the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one 

hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all, and 

through all, and in you all. (Eph. 4:1-6) 

I’m amazed again with the emphasis upon the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The 

entire Trinity is engaged in the calling and the walk upon these leaders. In Damazio’s 

understanding of Scripture, and I believe it to be quite accurate and insightful, those 

called to these governmental functions of apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and 

teacher must receive a divine call from God and then under His authority “carry out His 

purposes” in the fullness of the Holy Spirit. He sees the amazing balance between the 

governmental ministries and the congregational ministries and that the distinctive 

features of each are ones of function and not importance. 

“Though there are different callings in the Body, all of the callings are important and necessary. The difference lies in 

function, not in importance. It is of the utmost importance for all Christians to realize that they have an important 

calling. The wisdom of God in calling different ones to function in different positions is past human understanding and 

human legislation. It is established in God’s Word. The Church does not need to wait for further voices or visions from 

heaven to know that each member is called by God to some form of service.”83 

I repeatedly remind young leaders that this is God’s plan. 

 The next section of Ephesians 4 reveals that the leadership gifts come directly 

from Christ with an emphasis upon His grace.  

• But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift. Therefore He says: "When He 

ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men." (Now this, "He ascended "-- what does it 

mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is also the One 

who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) And He Himself gave some to be 

apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints 

for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, (Eph. 4:7-12) 

 
81 Damazio, (p. 53). 
82 Ibid (p. 40) 
83 Ibid (p. 40-41) 
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A constant reminder is needed that these gifts as all gifts are “grace gifts.” You don’t 

earn or merit them. Christ and Christ alone determines the portion and also the 

authoritative limits of oversight. Damazio again has a very in-depth definition of grace in 

relation to the distribution of gifts.  

“The New Testament Greek word for “grace” carries the meaning of divine influence upon the heart, and its reflections 

in the life of the receiver. It also means a deposit of God within a Christian, an enablement that makes him come forth 

in some area of service to the Body of Christ. It is this deposit of grace in the life of Paul that caused him to describe 

himself as “a debtor,” with an obligation to go preach the Gospel in Rome (Romans 1:13-16). The word “grace” is used 

150 times in the New Testament.”84   

Just as the motivational gifts were according to grace, so it is with the leadership gifts. 

Every gift comes from above according to grace. Jesus also gave these gifts after He 

ascended. For this reason, they are sometimes referred to as the ascension gifts or 

most accurately the “post-ascension gifts.” There are five leader gifts so some also call 

them the fivefold ministry gifts. Nevertheless, just as Jesus poured forth the Promise of 

the Father, the gift of the Holy Spirit, He also gave these gifts to the Church. Each 

fivefold gift is appointed by Christ, the Head of the church. I cannot stress enough that 

none are indicated to be the head of the church. And these governmental ministries 

have a specific function that is often overlooked. Among other things, their primary 

mission according to God’s word is an equipping or training mission. Damazio provides 

a comprehensive chart on Gifts and Ministries in the New Testament Church to help 

believers understand their specific gift(s) as well as their function.85 I’ve only included 

the portion here concerning the governmental ministry of the church.   

Leader Gift Scriptures Definition Function 

Apostle Eph. 4:11 

1Cor. 12:28 

 Acts 2:43 

One sent forth with orders 

A delegate or ambassador 

A bearer of a commission 

To establish local churches 

To ordain elders 

To bring forth revelation of the Word 

To train and discipline ministries 

To bring adjustment to counselors 

To be a spiritual father to others 

Prophet Eph. 4:11 

Eph. 2:20 

Acts 11:27-30 

Acts 13:1-4 

Foreteller of God’s Word and future 
events 

Forth teller of God’s Word under 
inspiration of the Spirit 

Mouthpiece or spokesman for God 

An interpreter of God’s Word 

To function in the office of prophet 

To pronounce judgment 

To confirm direction of ministry 

To travel with apostles in team 
ministry confirming local churches 

Evangelist Eph. 4:11 

Acts 21:8 

2Tim. 4:5 

Preacher of the Gospel (messenger 
of good news) 

Preacher having a harvesting 
ministry 

To train soul-winners 

To win the lost through preaching 
and miracles 

 
84 Damazio (p. 42). 
85 Ibid (p. 47) 
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To work with apostolic teams in 
starting and establishing local 
churches 

Pastor/Shepherd Eph. 4:11 

John 10:16 

John 21:16 

1 Pet. 5:2-3 

Herdsman of God’s people 

An overseer of the Church 

One who tends, guards, feeds and 
guides the flock of God 

To feed the flock 

To counsel the flock 

To lead the flock 

To identify with the flock 

To oversee a local flock 

Teacher 1Cor. 12:28 

1Tim. 3:2 

2Tim. 2:2, 24 

Instructor in God’s Word 

One who imparts systematic 
knowledge 

A teacher of other teachers 

To establish truth and doctrine from 
God’s Word 

To teach others how to teach 

To correct doctrine 

To balance the prophet’s 
inspirational ministry 

I would only add to the above chart that all the 5-Fold ministry gifts have the training 

mandate from God so those in the office of prophet would also train others in prophetic 

ministry and the pastor would equip others in pastoral ministry. In addition, Damazio 

provides the correct definition for an office of ministry. He says, “The word “office” refers 

to a deed or official right to do or practice something. It denotes a specific action, 

function or involvement.”86 This clarification is needed due to the widespread 

understanding and practice of combining these gifts into one man or office of ministry; 

namely the pastor. The function of apostle is often misunderstood as well. Kevin Conner 

provides a clear definition of this office or function of ministry, taking full account of its 

historical and biblical usage. 

“Taken together, the word “apostle” simply means “a sent one, an ambassador, a delegate, one who is sent forth, one 

commissioned and authorized by another to represent another and carry out his will and purposes. The sent one is one 

with the one who sent him.”87 

The function of apostle is aptly compared in the natural to a naval expedition. There 

cannot be any separation from the One who calls, appoints, and sends. Jesus Himself 

is “the Apostle and High Priest of our confession.” (Heb. 3:1). 

 The third and last section of the governmental ministry portion of Ephesians 4 

aptly identifies the purpose of the fivefold ministries and the following results. 

• …for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come 

to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature 

of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every 

wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth 

in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head-- Christ-- from whom the whole body, joined and 

knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its 

share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. (Eph. 4:12-16) 

 
86 Damazio (p. 43) 
87 Conner (p. 139) 
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Conner outlines a threefold purpose with a threefold result.88 

The Purpose of the Fivefold Ministry 

1. For the perfecting or maturing of the saints 

2. For the work of the ministry, i.e. to bring the saints into the work of their ministry, 

3. For the edifying or building up of the Body of Christ,  

We may also say that these five ministries are given FOR the balance of each other as well as balance in the Body of 

Christ 

The Consummate Ministry of the Ascension-Gifts 

1. To bring the Church to the unity of the faith, unto the knowledge of the Son of God. 

2. To bring the Church unto a perfect man, a full-grown man, maturity. 

3. To bring the Church unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. Having arrived at that standard the Lord 

will be able to present to Himself a glorious Church, without spot or wrinkle, but holy and without blemish (Ephesians 

5:23-33)  

A vital key to the important and balanced operation of the fivefold ministry is that the 

growth of the Church is dependent upon not only the training, but the putting or joining 

together “by what every joint supplies.” Without the “effective working” of each gifted 

member, the church cannot and will not grow or increase nor will it be built up or 

strengthened. The Scripture also firmly answers the critics of the operation of the 

fivefold in the Church today. These ministries are given and active until their purpose is 

completed. I concur with Conner that there has been a reluctance, particularly, among 

pastors to accept the fivefold ministry. One pastor even told me years ago that he 

believed the fivefold ministry was in the Bible, but it wasn’t for his church. Conner 

addresses this issue. 

The fivefold ministry has not always been accepted by the Church as a whole. The ministries of Evangelist, Pastor and 

Teacher have generally been accepted. However, the ministries of Apostles and Prophets have been relegated to the 

past history of the Church, to its foundation and its inception. But the word is that these five ministries were given by 

Christ until the consummation. This has not yet been reached, hence the necessity for all of the fivefold ascension and 

gifted ministries. Each have a part to play in the whole of the purposes of God.”89   

Team Ministry 

 The new generation needs to respectfully challenge the traditional one-man 

pastoral system. Connor is right to point out that in all the churches of the New 

Testament “not one person is ever called “the pastor” of the church.”90 This is the total 

opposite of the church system today. Transforming it remains an extremely difficult, if 

not seemingly impossible task as Conner explains: 

 
88 Conner (p. 135). 
89 Ibid. 
90 Ibid., (p.199). 
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Without doubt, changing the one-man pastoral system will be one of the hardest things to do. The present-day concept 

of “the pastor” is so entrenched universally, it will be a challenge to change this order and return to New Testament 

order.”91  

I’ve observed and heard it over and over again in local churches, “I am the Pastor!” 

Everyone must submit to the vision of “The Pastor.” Although there are many true 

shepherds of the flock, it’s become a power title. Conner is right in his observation that 

“it is this titular power that has generally suppressed the other ministries.”92 I might add 

that it continues to do so in more churches than we would like to admit.  

 The fivefold ministry in the New Testament is a team ministry. Damazio 

describes team ministry this way: 

“In team ministry, two or more leaders work together to accomplish a single spiritual task. It is a group of men or 

women of God who are knit together in spirit and purpose for God’s kingdom.”93 

Jesus taught and implemented team ministry so it’s unquestionably Scriptural. He sent 

out the twelve and also the seventy in teams of two (Mark 6:7; Luke 10:1). This sending 

pattern continued after the ascension of Jesus. The following chart helps to visualize 

this team ministry pattern of the church.  

Names Leader Gift Scripture 

Peter and John Apostles Acts 3ff 

Philip, Peter, John Evangelist and Apostles Acts 8 

Peter, Six Jerusalem Leaders Apostle and Certain Leaders Acts 10-11 

Paul, Barnabas, Simeon, Lucius, Manaen, John Mark Apostles, Prophets, Teachers Acts 13ff 

Judas, Silas, Paul, Barnabas, James Apostles, Prophets, Elders Acts 15 

Barnabas, John Mark Apostles  Acts 15 

Paul, Silas, Timothy Apostles and Prophet Acts 16 

Paul, Priscila and Aquila Apostles Act 18 

Timothy, Erastus Apostles Acts 19 

Paul, Sopater, Aristarchus, Secundus, Gaius, Timothy, Tychicus, Trophimus 5-Fold Leaders Acts 20 

There was also a notable coordination among the churches with sending forth apostles, 

prophets, evangelists, and teachers, particularly from the church of Jerusalem and later 

from Antioch. However, several other churches undoubtedly participated with leaders on 

the teams. Elders are most likely local church pastors of house churches and/or other 5-

Fold ministers as evidenced by Paul’s leadership training seminar with the Ephesian 

elders in Acts 20:17-38. In this training session he uses presbuteros (elders) and 

episkopos (bishop or overseer) interchangeably.   

 
91 Conner (p. 199). 
92 Ibid. 
93 Damazio (p. 279) 



 

PAGE 78 

• From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church. (Acts 20:17) 

• "Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 

to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. (Acts 20:28) 

In addition, Peter refers to himself as a “fellow elder” using presbuteros with a clear 

indication of the same episkopeo or overseeing function of the 5-Fold ministry in 

general.  

• The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and 

also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as 

overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those 

entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 

crown of glory that does not fade away. (1Pet. 5:1-4) 

The following slide chronicles the use of these terms in the New Testament:  

8

Elder, Bishop, OverseerElder, Bishop, Overseer

•• Acts 20:17Acts 20:17

•• Acts 20:28Acts 20:28

•• Titus 1:5Titus 1:5

•• Titus 1:7Titus 1:7

•• I Peter 5:1I Peter 5:1

•• I Peter 5:2I Peter 5:2

•• PresbuterosPresbuteros

•• EpiskoposEpiskopos

•• PresbuterosPresbuteros

•• EpiskoposEpiskopos

•• PresbuterosPresbuteros

•• EpiskoposEpiskopos

 

It’s highly possible that this plurality of leaders comprises an apostolically appointed 

team wherever the church exists.  

 There are tremendous advantages of team ministry as long as certain principles 

are in practice. My spiritual father taught me a very important principle that we follow in 

all our 5-Fold Global Teams: “We can accomplish far more together for the Kingdom 

than any of us can alone.” Damazio provides an excellent summary of both the 

advantages and principles of team ministry.94 

1. Team ministry provides a living demonstration of body ministry (1Cor. 12). 

2. Team Ministry in teaching with more than one voice saying the same thing makes a higher impact (Deut. 17:6; Matt. 

18:16; 2Cor. 13:1). 

3. A team can more effectively find the mind of the Lord for a meeting or series of meetings and pray toward fulfilling 

God’s will (Matt. 18:19). 

4. Team ministry will be much more effective and produce greater results (Eccl. 4:9-12). 

 
94 Damazio (p. 280). 
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5. Team ministry provides greater possibility for safety and balance in ministry (Prov. 11:14). 

6. Team ministry helps guard against the immoral traps set by the enemy, which has snared so many individual 

ministries. 

7. Team ministry provides strength and encouragement for the ministries themselves with a sense of inspiration and 

spiritual growth that benefits the discipleship and training process in less experienced leaders (Ex. 17:12) 

Damazio also highlights several keys or principles of team ministry. Without these the 

team will experience limited success or fail entirely.95 

1. The team must first be “teamed up with the Lord.” Before all else, team members must seek the Lord for the mind of 

God and be convinced that the venture is His will.  

2. The team must have the measure of commitment to fulfilling God’s purpose without reservation and to the other team 

members. 

3. The team’s devotion life must be vibrant and consistent. “The team that prays together will minister together.” 

4. The team must follow and practice leadership principles in preferring one another specifically as it applies to one leader 

who will facilitate the mission. 

5. The team must practice the principle of submission to God’s will and to one another (Eph. 5:21).  

It’s God’s will that leaders involve themselves in team ministry. I like Damazio’s 

conclusion and counsel to young leaders: 

“With the restoration of team ministry to the local church and major ministries, the Church can function more safely and 

effectively in meeting the needs of God’s people…In the case of young ministries, the faith venture of team ministry 

may involve the beginning of a new ministry.”96 

I would only add that team ministry will greatly impact the harvest. Jesus taught His 

disciples to “launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” (Luke 

5:4). I received these same instructions in 1999 while on a mission in India. From that 

day forward, I followed and practiced team ministry on every strategic operation to the 

nations. Like the disciples I signaled partners to come and help (Luke 5:7). Team 

ministry is Scriptural, and it works. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
95 Damazio, (p. 280). 
96 Ibid (p. 281). 
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Teaching Session Ten 

Title: The Operation of the Holy Spirit: Manifestation Gifts 

Objective: To equip young leaders in the operational aspects of the nine manifestation 

gifts of the Holy Spirit 

Moving with the Holy Spirit 

 I recall a message God gave me on February 3, 2008 about the man who was 

sick and bedridden for 38 years. The Bible says this man was waiting at the Pool of 

Bethesda with multitudes of “sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed.” (John 5:3). My 

attention was drawn to what they were waiting for. They were “waiting for the moving 

of the water.” 

• For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in first, 

after the stirring of the water, was made well of whatever disease he had. (John 5:4)  

Of course, the man had no one to put him in the pool at the time it was moving, and 

Jesus came along to heal him through the power of the Holy Spirit; however, I could not 

detach myself from the concept of “moving water.” Later Jesus would speak of the Holy 

Spirit as “rivers of living water” flowing from the heart of believers (John 7:38-39). Paul 

also reminded the Athenian philosophers that God’s not far from any of us and “in Him 

we live and move and have our being.” (Acts 17:28). The Greek word used in each 

instance is the verb kineo meaning to cause to go, i.e. to move, set in motion, to be 

moved: of that motion which is evident in life; to move from a place. Metaphorically it 

means to move in a way that excites, i.e. a riot, disturbance, to throw into commotion. 

Further examination unveiled that this is where we derive the English word kinetic or 

that pertaining to motion. Kinetic energy in the world of physics, therefore, is the energy 

of a body or a system with respect to the motion of the body or of the particles in the 

system. Something had to give in the religious environment of Jesus’ day, and 

something has to give in our present day religious environment to set in motion a new 

generation in sync with the Holy Spirit and His gifts. In the Gospel of John, Jesus sets 

off seven major miracles to cause a stirring change to the status quo.  

1. Turning Water to wine (new) at the wedding in Cana 

2. Healing the Royal Official’s son  

3. Healing the paralyzed man who had not walked for 38 years 

4. Feeding of the 5,000 

5. Walking on the water 

6. Healing a man born blind 

7. Raising Lazarus from the dead 

Many spiritual leaders are following the status quo of the church today. They 

may, though many do not, speak about the Holy Spirit and even the Gifts of the Spirit, 

but they do little to move with the Spirit. I think Jesus would tell His followers today to 
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“do not do according to their works; for they say, and do not do.” (Matt. 23:3). One 

of the greatest responsibilities of a spiritual leader is to equip/train God’s people to hear 

what the Holy Spirit is saying to the church. However, it’s equally important to prepare 

them to move with the Spirit. I agree with Reinhard Bonnke that teaching about gifts 

alone is not the same as operating in the gifts. I’ve also discovered we learn best by 

operating in the gifts. 

“Teaching about gifts is good, but to receive gifts purely by being taught how to do things is no more possible than to 

acquire a musical or artistic gift by learning. However, where there is faith and true desire in our heart, a true gift may 

be bestowed by the Spirit at any time, so it may happen, not surprisingly, where people are listening eagerly to 

explanations about the charismata. But it is by the will of the Holy Spirit, not man’s will. Be assured that, while the Spirit 

completely ignores the pretentious “giftings” of the will of men, He does not ignore true openness and prayer. We can 

pray humbly for one another that we may be equipped for the work.”97 

The Spirit is looking for those whose heart is right (vessels of honor) to move 

upon and through in order to fulfil God’s will. And He moves in supernatural power. I like 

what Paul told the Corinthian church: 

• And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the 

testimony of God. For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. I 

was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching were not with 

persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not 

be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. (1Cor. 2:1-5) 

It’s biblical fact that the power of the Holy Spirit is to be manifested in and through us. 

Paul also declared to the Ephesian church that the same power was to work in every  

generation without interruption.  

• Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power 

that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

(Eph. 3:20-21) 

I cannot stress enough the need for young leaders to get filled with the Holy Spirit, 

trained and experienced in the move of the Holy Spirit including the manifestation gifts, 

and then to equip others in the same. The Bible makes it very clear that no believer is to 

be ignorant or uninformed regarding the things of the Spirit and this also entails moving 

with the Spirit. 

• Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: (1Cor 12:1) 

 One of the greatest obstacles to the move of the Holy Spirit is that man desires to 

be in control. It’s one thing to be uninformed and quite another to think you have to 

control things. How foolish can man be? I like what David Yonggi Cho says: 

“Even to this day, one thing that makes me tremble with carefulness is the thought that I might resist the Holy Spirit or 

that when He does move through me – to manifest the many gifts to edify His church – I might be misunderstood to be 

 
97 Bonnke, Reinhard (2012-05-01). Taking Action: Receiving and Operating in the Gifts and Power of the Holy 
Spirit (p. 71). Charisma House. Kindle Edition. 
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speaking on my own. In summary, the gifts belong absolutely to the Holy Spirit. The gifts and the Holy Spirit cannot be 

separated and the only purpose for the Holy Spirit manifesting diverse gifts through people is for the edification of His 

church.”98  

Furthermore, Cho warns against the attitude of some who “try to use those gifts as if the 

Holy Spirit were a personal servant” when “the gifts are the possession of the Holy Spirit 

Himself.”99 I have learned that it’s absolutely essential to remind everyone that the Holy 

Spirit is the third person of the Trinity to be worshipped and adored.  

Understanding the Manifestation Gifts 

 No category of gifts has been more misunderstood than the nine manifestation 

gifts of the Holy Spirit. They are called the manifestation gifts because of how the Bible 

refers to them. 

• But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of 

wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the 

same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another 

prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation 

of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He 

wills. (1Cor 12:7-11) 

The late Lester Sumrall called these gifts “sign gifts” and “supernatural endowments.”  

“These gifts from God to the local church are what we call “sign gifts.” They are supernatural endowments that God 

places within our lives. The third person of the Trinity is the Governor who brings them in, situates them, chooses 

which we will have, and lets them flow out through us into the world.”100 

Regardless of the terminology, these gifts differ from the motivational gifts in that they 

are not possessed by the believer. In other words, they are controlled by the Holy Spirit 

and are given solely as He wills. The Scripture clearly bears this out: 

• But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.         

(1Cor. 12:11) 

• All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines. 

(1Cor. 12:11 NIV) 

We need these gifts for the church, God’s people, to be built up or edified. The nine 

manifestation gifts are not quiet gifts reserved for silent meditation, but powerful 

displays glorifying God and edifying His people. Sumrall viewed them as “dynamic, 

dangerous, warlike” to overpower the works of the devil and for that reason we must 

have them. 

 
98 Cho (p. 142) 
99 Ibid (p. 141) 
100 Sumrall, Lester (2005-02-01). Gifts And Ministries Of The Holy Spirit (Kindle Locations 294-296). 
Whitaker House. Kindle Edition. 
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“For us to be the kind of people God wants in these trying times, we must have the gifts of the Spirit. It is imperative 

that we be qualified spiritually— that we know about spiritual gifts, understand them, and be able to use them wisely as 

the Lord wills…The gifts of the Spirit are not tender little gifts. They are dynamic, dangerous, warlike…The gifts of the 

Spirit are the weapons God gives us to fight and win our battles. We must never underestimate their strength, their 

power, and their usefulness; but we must study them deeply and continuously until they function through us. First, we 

learn of their existence and we say, “Lord, thank You for the knowledge we have.” Then we learn how to avail 

ourselves of them. Next, we learn about their proper usage. In some bodies of believers, the gifts of the Spirit are 

misused; and misuse of the gifts will only cause them to cease functioning.”101 

I think its commendable that Sumrall gave us some indication on how to proceed with a 

pursuit of spiritual gifts. Simply put: Learn about them, thank God for them, make 

ourselves availability to be used, and learn the proper use of the gifts. He adds, “You 

will not receive the gifts of the Spirit by accident. You will receive the gifts of the Spirit 

only because your desire is so intense that you must have them; then you will receive 

them.”102 Bonnke presents a unique understanding regarding how one receives these 

spiritual gifts. 

“The Holy Spirit is not directed by Christians. He directs Christians. We must not usurp the sovereign prerogatives of 

almighty God. The definitive New Testament chapters concerning spiritual gifts—1 Corinthians 12–14—tell us to desire 

gifts, especially to prophesy, but they never suggest that gifts can be conferred by one person upon another, as we 

would expect if that was how God meant it to be. Instead the stress is laid on people “desiring” (1 Cor. 14:1), “seeking” 

(v. 12), and “praying” (v. 13), but never that one should pray for another to receive. What is stated in 1 Corinthians 

12:11 is that the Spirit apportions “to each one individually as He wills.” The Holy Spirit does not wait for the church to 

take the initiative as to who should be gifted. The Lord has not committed Himself to empower those whom the church 

appoints. If a church must choose, then the New Testament model is for men already full of faith and the Holy Spirit 

(Acts 6:3, 5) to be chosen. Obviously God does not use unsuitable personalities, like warriors to be nursemaids or 

musicians to clean bricks, but God often has His own ideas as to what He can do with people. He does not wait to see 

how church ballots go.”103 

I love Bonnke’s threefold biblical admonition to desire, seek, and pray; however, I would 

add to act or obediently flow with the Spirit. Both of these men of God affirm the Holy 

Spirit’s sovereign role on the one hand and the believers willing submission to 

participate with what is clearly God’s plan. 

 The nine manifestation gifts can be placed into functional groups for teaching 

purposes. Although some suggest different configurations, most agree with three main 

groupings: Revelation Gifts (those that reveal something); Power Gifts (those that do 

something); and Vocal gifts (those that say something).  

The Operation of the Manifestation Gifts 

 I suspect the vast majority of young leaders have seldom or ever seen the gifts of 

the Holy Spirit in operation. I learned how to operate in the gifts by studying the 

 
101 Sumrall, Lester (Kindle Locations 298-299, 302, 307-311).  
102 Ibid. (Kindle Locations 453-454).  
103 Bonnke, Reinhard (2012-05-01). Taking Action: Receiving and Operating in the Gifts and Power of the 
Holy Spirit (pp. 74-75).  
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Scriptures and observing others. The twelve and the seventy learned by carefully 

watching Jesus do the work of the Father in the power of the Holy Spirit. Sometimes I 

learned how not to operate. I remember in the 1970’s at an Ohio Conference on the 

Holy Spirit organized by my spiritual father a man who came forward to operate in the 

gift of prophecy. He walked slowly forward looking to and fro from side to side with this 

look of aristocracy about him as if to say, “Here I am. Look at me!” Even to this day I 

can see this man’s gloating face. Once he had the microphone in his hands, he gave 

this long prophetic discourse, but all I recall is his prideful abuse of the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. Some are tempted to cast off any desire to function in the gifts due to seeing 

misuse and abuses, but this is only the deceitful scheme of the devil and contrary to 

God’s will. After all, it’s much less complicated to just sit back and be a spectator. 

Unfortunately, this is what much of the body of Christ has resorted to when the Holy 

Spirit is calling us to be active with Him according to God’s will.  

A new generation of leaders cannot neglect the operation of these gifts and at 

the same time claim obedience to God. Paul renders a clear warning on this, and the 

seriousness of the matter cannot be overlooked. The gifts of the Spirit are God’s 

confirmation of His word and His salvation by which He makes what He’s spoken firmly 

established.  

• Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away. For if the word 

spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just reward, 

how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and 

was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with 

various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will? (Heb. 2:1-4) 

Isaiah also prophesied against Israel and Judah that “they do not regard the work of 

the Lord, nor consider the operation of His hands.” (Isaiah 5:12b). It’s time for 

young leaders to understand how these gifts work! The Hebrew ra’ah (raw-aw’) literally 

means to see, look at, inspect. No more drifting or gliding along. A close inspection of 

the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit is in order today to learn how the Spirit works and to 

submit to His working in us. I will provide at least two biblical examples of each gift and 

allow their function to define their distinctive characteristics. Remember, these gifts 

often work in tandem with one or more of the other gifts; however, they all are given to 

edify or build up the body of Christ. Paul mentions that these gifts are given “for the 

profit of all” (1Cor. 12:7) and repeatedly stresses that their purpose is “for the 

edification of the church.” In fact, he instructs those who eagerly pursue spiritual gifts 

to “excel” in the edification of the church. 

• Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to 

excel. (1Cor. 14:12) 

What does this mean? Excel means to abound, go beyond or exceed a fixed measure. 

And, yes, that includes tongues and interpretation, which renowned biblical scholars like 

the late John Walvoord remove from any operation today by teaching that these gifts in 
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particular are unnecessary. He classifies tongues and interpretation among others as 

“temporary gifts.” 

“It is, of course, impossible for anyone to prove experimentally that speaking in tongues cannot occur today. It may be 

demonstrated, however, that speaking in tongues is not essential to God’s purpose now, and that there are good 

reasons to believe that most if not all the phenomena which are advanced as proof of modern speaking in tongues is 

either psychological or demonic activity.”104 

In Walvoord’s thinking then the next step is to eliminate the gift of interpretation for 

today, which he does with equal intent: 

“If speaking in tongues is no longer existent in the church today, it is clear that the gift of interpreting tongues has 

likewise passed from the present purpose of God.”105 

He follows this logic throughout all the gifts replacing their operation with the written 

word of God. This view is shared by too many leaders today and it’s filled with a very 

serious problem: Who is man that he can decide what is relevant and what is not in the 

working of the Spirit? Are not these nine manifestation gifts under the Spirit’s control? Is 

not the Holy Spirit the distributor of these gifts? With that in mind, let’s inspect them in 

operation and allow the Spirit to teach us from God’s word. I find it most important here 

to let go of denominational teachings in order to permit the working of the gifts 

themselves to instruct and define. 

• …for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the 

same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the 

working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of 

tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. (1Cor. 12:8-10) 

Manifestation Gift Operational Features Scriptural Example 

The Word of Wisdom 

Note: definite article 
distinguishes this gift from the 
general sense of wisdom to a 
specific utterance revealed by 
God through the supernatural gift 
of the Spirit 

Visionary, futuristic, long-term 
direction and purpose in life 

 

 

But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen vessel 
of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the 
children of Israel. "For I will show him how many things 
he must suffer for My name's sake." (Acts 9:15-16) 

The Word of Knowledge 

Note: definite article 
distinguishes this gift from 
knowledge in general to a 
specific utterance revealed by 
God through the supernatural gift 
of the Spirit 

Certain unknown facts, specific 
situations, short-term directions 
and application with obedient and 
timely action. Other occurrences: 
Mark 14:13, 30; Acts 10:5-6, 19-
20) 

 

So the Lord said to him, "Arise and go to the street called 
Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for one called 
Saul of Tarsus, for behold, he is praying.  "And in a 
vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and 
putting his hand on him, so that he might receive his 
sight." (Acts 9:11-12) 

Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come 
here." The woman answered and said, "I have no 
husband." Jesus said to her, "You have well said,`I have 
no husband,' "for you have had five husbands, and the 
one whom you now have is not your husband; in that 

 
104 Walvoord, John F. (2010-12-21). The Holy Spirit: A Comprehensive Study of the Person and Work of the 
Holy Spirit (Kindle Locations 3157-3160). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 
105 Ibid. (Kindle Locations 3196-3197).  
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you spoke truly." The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive 
that You are a prophet. (John 4:16-19) 

Faith 

Note: this gift is speaking of an 
endowment faith beyond saving 
faith that comes upon a believer 
and is released to overcome 
obstacles and perform the will of 
God.  

Special enablement, situational, 
extraordinary confidence and 
boldness, verbal command, 
power surge.  

Other occurrences: Dan. 3:16-18, 
24-25; Acts 3:11-16 

When Jesus heard that, He said, "This sickness is not 
unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God 
may be glorified through it.”… Now when He had said 
these things, He cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come 
forth!" 44 And he who had died came out bound hand and 
foot with graveclothes, and his face was wrapped with a 
cloth. Jesus said to them, "Loose him, and let him go." 
(John 11:4, 43-44) 

And fixing his eyes on him, with John, Peter said, "Look 
at us." So he gave them his attention, expecting to 
receive something from them. Then Peter said, "Silver 
and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk." 
And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and 
immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. 
So he, leaping up, stood and walked and entered the 
temple with them-- walking, leaping, and praising God. 
And all the people saw him walking and praising God. 
(Acts 3:4-9)  

Gifts of Healings 

Note: both the gift and healing 
are plural in the Greek accounting 
for all kinds of diseases and 
illnesses confirmed when Jesus 
gave power to His disciples to 
“heal all kinds of sickness and all 
kinds of disease.” (Matt. 10:1) 

Compassionate touch/laying on of 
hands, power surge, verbal 
command.  

Other occurrences: Mark 6:56; 
9:25-27; Acts 3:6-8; 5:14-16; 8:7; 
9:34-35; 10:36-38 

 

 

 

 

 

Then Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out His 
hand and touched him, and said to him, "I am willing; be 
cleansed." As soon as He had spoken, immediately the 
leprosy left him, and he was cleansed. (Mark 1:41-42) 

 And Jesus, immediately knowing in Himself that power 
had gone out of Him, turned around in the crowd and 
said, "Who touched My clothes?" (Mark 5:30) 

And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and 
laying his hands on him he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, 
has sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled 
with the Holy Spirit." Immediately there fell from his eyes 
something like scales, and he received his sight at once; 
and he arose and was baptized. (Acts 9:17-18) 

The Working of Miracles 

Note: definite article reveals this 
gift is speaking of a spiritual 
ability that comes upon a believer 
to perform a specific sign, 
wonder or miracle that 
temporarily defies the force of 
nature and human reason 

Overpower of natural law, specific 
instructions, signal of divine 
intervention and presence, power 
surge, unusual, momentary 
interruption of nature.  

Other occurrences: 1Kgs 17:1; 
2Kgs 4:3-7; 6:6-7; Luke 8:24; 
Matt. 15:32-38; Acts 14:3; 8:6 

Jesus said to them, "Fill the waterpots with water." And 
they filled them up to the brim. And He said to them, 
"Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the 
feast." And they took it. When the master of the feast had 
tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know 
where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the 
water knew), the master of the feast called the 
bridegroom. And he said to him, "Every man at the 
beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests 
have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the 
good wine until now!" This beginning of signs Jesus did 
in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His 
disciples believed in Him. (John 2:7-11) 

Then He commanded them to make them all sit down in 
groups on the green grass. So they sat down in ranks, in 
hundreds and in fifties. And when He had taken the five 
loaves and the two fish, He looked up to heaven, blessed 
and broke the loaves, and gave them to His disciples to 
set before them; and the two fish He divided among them 
all. So they all ate and were filled. And they took up 
twelve baskets full of fragments and of the fish. Now 
those who had eaten the loaves were about five 
thousand men. (Mark 6:39) 
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And they came to Him and awoke Him, saying, "Master, 
Master, we are perishing!" Then He arose and rebuked 
the wind and the raging of the water. And they ceased, 
and there was a calm. (Luke 8:24) 

Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 
so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from 
his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the 
evil spirits went out of them. (Acts 19:11-12) 

Prophecy 

Note: this gift has biblical 
instructions and guidelines for 
effective operation as well as a 3-
fold purpose: “But he who 
prophesies speaks edification 
and exhortation and comfort to 
men.” (1Cor. 14:3) 

 

Edification (oikodome) – 
contributes to building up the 
body of Christ 

Exhortation (paraklesis) – 
contributes with persuasive 
discourse and admonition 

Comfort (paramuthia) – 
contributes by arousing and 
stimulating, calming and 
consoling 

Vocal, forth-telling, instructions, 
guidelines and limitations, 
symbolic action, by the Spirit.  

Other mentions: Num. 11:29; Acts 
11:27-30; 19:6; 21:8-9, 10-11; 
1Cor. 14:24-25 

Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, 
Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. "And I also 
say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 
My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 
against it. "And I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven." (Matt. 16:17-19) 

"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end 
of the earth." (Acts 1:8) 

And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That 
I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall 
see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams. And on 
My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out 
My Spirit in those days; And they shall prophesy. (Acts 
2:17-18) 

Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others 
judge. But if anything is revealed to another who sits by, 
let the first keep silent. For you can all prophesy one by 
one, that all may learn and all may be encouraged. And 
the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. 
(1Cor. 14:29-32) 

And as we stayed many days, a certain prophet named 
Agabus came down from Judea. When he had come to 
us, he took Paul's belt, bound his own hands and feet, 
and said, "Thus says the Holy Spirit,`So shall the Jews 
at Jerusalem bind the man who owns this belt, and 
deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.'" (Acts 21:10-
11) 

Discerning of spirits 

Note: this gift gives a believer a 
supernatural ability to be a 
momentary spectator into the 
spirit world to reveal whether 
something is of God, Satan, or 
human 

Sees, reveals, recognizes, 
identifies, supernatural insight, 
acts on spiritual intelligence, 
verbal command leading to 
deliverance   

Other occurrences: Isaiah 6:1-4; 
2Kgs 6:15-17; Mark 1:23-28; 5:1-
20; 2Cor. 11:14-15; Rev. 16:13 

Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even 
the demons are subject to us in Your name." And He said 
to them, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 
(Luke 10:17-18) 

Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain 
slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, 
who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. 
This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, 
"These men are the servants of the Most High God, who 
proclaim to us the way of salvation." And this she did for 
many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said 
to the spirit, "I command you in the name of Jesus Christ 
to come out of her." And he came out that very hour. 
(Acts 16:16-18) 

Kinds of Tongues  

Note: this gift is unique to the 
New Testament and must operate 

Vocal, an immediate message, 
instructions, guidelines, and 
limitations in operation 

I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that 
you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than 
he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he 
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together with interpretation to 
benefit the church by bringing an 
immediate message to God’s 
people via an unlearned foreign 
language and/or spiritual 
language  

Other mentions: Acts 2:4-11; 
1Cor. 12:28-30; 14:20-25 

interprets, that the church may receive edification. 
(1Cor. 14:5) 

How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, 
each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, 
has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be 
done for edification. If anyone speaks in a tongue, let 
there be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let 
one interpret. But if there is no interpreter, let him keep 
silent in church, and let him speak to himself and to God. 
(1Cor. 14:26-28) 

Interpretation of Tongues 

Note: this gift is exclusively 
associated with the spiritual gift 
of tongues 

Vocal, edifies, instructs, prayed 
for. 

Other mentions: 1Cor. 12:30; 14: 
5, 26-28 

Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he 
may interpret. (1Cor 14:13) 

Dynamic Results of the Manifestation Gifts of the Spirit 

 The operation of the manifestation gifts is all dependent upon one’s desire or 

eagerness to be used by the Holy Spirit for the purposes of fulfilling God’s will of 

building up the body of Christ. However, we cannot overlook the results when they are 

effectively and powerfully working through believers. I’m speaking here of those benefits 

beyond the initial display of divine power.   

Manifestation Gift Impact 

The Word of Wisdom After Saul received his sight, was Spirit Baptized and Water Baptized he taught new 
Gentile believers in Antioch with Barnabas and conducted a number of strategic 
operations with ministry teams spreading the Gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit 
throughout the known world. 

The Word of Knowledge And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman 
who testified, "He told me all that I ever did." So when the Samaritans had come to Him, 
they urged Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days. And many more believed 
because of His own word. Then they said to the woman, "Now we believe, not because of 
what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, 
the Savior of the world." (John 4:39-42) 

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard 
the word. And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came 
with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 
For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. Then Peter answered, "Can 
anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit 
just as we have?" And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then 
they asked him to stay a few days. (Acts 10:44-48) 

Faith However, many of those who heard the word believed; and the number of the men came 
to be about five thousand. (Acts 4:4) 

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, 
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with 
Jesus. (Acts 4:13 NIV) 

Gifts of Healings However, he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the matter, so that 
Jesus could no longer openly enter the city, but was outside in deserted places; and they 
came to Him from every direction. (Mark 1:45) 

And Peter said to him, "Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you. Arise and make your bed." 
Then he arose immediately. So all who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to 
the Lord. (Acts 9:34-35) 
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The Working of Miracles This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His 
disciples believed in Him. (John 2:11) 

Prophecy Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brethren 
dwelling in Judea. This they also did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas 
and Saul. (Acts 11:29-30) 

Discerning of spirits Then they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, "What is 
this? What new doctrine is this? For with authority He commands even the unclean spirits, 
and they obey Him." And immediately His fame spread throughout all the region around 
Galilee. (Mark 1:27-28) 

And he departed and began to proclaim in Decapolis all that Jesus had done for him; and 
all marveled. (Mark 5:20) 

Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, 
having believed in God with all his household. (Acts 16:34) 

Kinds of Tongues and Interpretation 
of Tongues 

Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three 
thousand souls were added to them. (Acts 2:41) 

 The Manifestation Gifts are valuable to the body of Christ. They’re very important 

and an indispensable part of God’s plan. The results speak for themselves. There 

should be a burning desire like fire in our hearts to operate in these gifts according to 

the will of the Holy Spirit. The late Lester Sumrall says it best: “If you desire the gifts of 

the Spirit to function in your life, you must be a person of action.”106 God is wanting to 

move by His Spirit through a new generation ignited with spiritual fire to function in 

these gifts in unity and love. Sumrall rightly identifies these as the two necessary 

foundation stones. 

“Perhaps the greatest thing about the gifts of the Spirit is the two foundation stones on which they are laid: unity and 

love. If the gifts of the Spirit are to function in any church body, these two elements must be present.”107 

Unquestionably, Paul emphatically instructs the Corinthian Church in this very thing: 

• For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one 

body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-- whether Jews or Greeks, 

whether slaves or free-- and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. (1Cor. 12:12-13) 

• Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a 

clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and 

though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow 

all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me 

nothing. (1Cor. 13:1-3) 

Jesus also had a sobering word on this issue that must be taken to heart: 

• "Not everyone who says to Me,`Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My 

Father in heaven. "Many will say to Me in that day,`Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out 

demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' "And then I will declare to them,`I never knew 

you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!' (Matt. 7:21-23) 

 
106Sumrall, Lester (2005-02-01). Gifts And Ministries Of The Holy Spirit (Kindle Location 322). Whitaker 
House. Kindle Edition.  
107Ibid. (Kindle Locations 330-331). 
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One of the greatest abuses of the manifestation gifts is the tendency to focus attention 

on an individual rather than Jesus. The new generation of leaders must put a stop to 

this because as Sumrall so adequately says,  

“God is ready for these gifts to function through the total body, without a great emphasis upon any one individual… We 

are not to exalt persons, no matter who they are. We are to exalt Jesus. No matter what size the administration might 

be, there is only one Lord— the same Lord who does both the little things and the big things. We must not despise one 

and praise another. We must say, “Thanks be unto the Lord for all the wonderful works He does on the face of this 

earth!”108 

All the gifts are available at any given time to accomplish God's purposes. The 

individual believer is a conduit through which the Holy Spirit and any of His gifts can 

flow in operation at any time. When we look at certain people who possess certain gifts 

of the Holy Spirit then we risk taking our eyes off of Jesus and onto man. This is the 

source of much misuse and abuse in the operation of the gifts. The gifts and power are 

a treasure in earthen vessels and must be treated as such. What is the best gift? It's the 

one the Holy Spirit chooses to use at the time. For example, it's not time for prophecy or 

tongues and interpretation when someone is standing before us riddled with cancer. But 

it is time for the gift of healing to operate. The purest and most perfect example of the 

gifts operating is through Jesus Himself, who moved with compassion and power, so 

motives must always be addressed by those desiring to operate in the ministry of the 

Holy Spirit. In retrospect, young leaders must foster the right heart attitude for these 

gifts to effectively function. When they cooperate with the Holy Spirit with eagerness 

and the right heart, the same results will manifest for the glory of Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
108 Sumrall (Kindle Locations 349-350, 365-366). 
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Teaching Session Eleven 

Title: The Anointing of the Holy Spirit: A Mantle of Power 

Objective: To activate young leaders in the supernatural and miraculous ministry of 

Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit 

Signs, Wonders, and Miracles 

 There is a question that begs a particular response and to respond differently 

leads to a dull and mundane religious life filled with forms and rituals. I call it the 

“Gideon question.” The Angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon while he was threshing 

wheat in the wine press to hide it from the enemy. The Angel said, “The Lord is with 

you, you mighty man of valor!”  

• Gideon said to Him, "O my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are 

all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying,`Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?' But now 

the LORD has forsaken us and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites." (Judges 6:13) 

Where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about…? This is the question 

that has been asked periodically throughout church history. My reading of the 

documents of the Early Church Fathers revealed a gradual departure from the New 

Testament leadership structure and charismatic ministry of the 1st century church 

around 150 A.D.  Highly regarded church historian, Vinson Synan, chronicles the results 

of this trend.  

“…the church of the New Testament was indeed a charismatic one, according to the reports in the Book of Acts. It was 

also clear that the early church retained its original gifts and Pentecostal power in the long period of struggle and 

persecution before the triumph of Christianity in the West under Constantine. After gaining acceptance and power, 

however, the church began to experience less and less of the miraculous power of the primitive church and turned 

more and more to ritualistic and sacramental expressions of the faith.”109 

 Shortly after this time, a renewal movement arose to restore the structure and ministry 

of the Holy Spirit. Synan accurately puts this movement into perspective: 

“The Montanist renewal movement of the period A.D. 185-212 represented an attempt to restore the charisms to the 

church. Despite some early successes, in which tongues and prophecy were restored among the followers of 

Montanus, the movement was ultimately condemned by the church. The major cause of this rejection was not the 

presence of the charismata, but Montanus’s claim that the prophetic utterances were equal to the Scriptures. Many 

scholars now feel that the church overreacted to Montanism by asserting that the more sensational charisms, though 

experienced by the apostolic church, were withdrawn after the perfection of the accepted canon of Scripture.”110  

 
109 Synan. (p. 18) 
110 Ibid. 
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Evangelist Reinhard Bonnke also describes the church’s response to the movement in 

terms of an overreaction by the church with dire consequences, but he views the cause 

as an authority issue: 

“Then from about AD 150 comes the account of Bishop Montanus and his followers. They prophesied and claimed the 

gifts of the Spirit. Their worship was fervent and free, a reaction against the cold and formal worship which prevailed at 

the time. The bishops condemned Montanism because prophesying could undermine their own authority, but also 

because it was so emotional. From that time on not only were spiritual gifts considered to be the domain of 

sacramental priests only, but fervor in religion was condemned as “enthusiasm,” meaning that the people were 

“possessed.” Warm worship was frowned on, the Spirit quenched, and passionless worship dominated. Formalism has 

marked church life for long centuries.”111 

However, John Walvoord, saw the rise of Montanism as a victory for the church against 

the continuation of the supernatural ministry of the early church.  

“An important contribution of this period to the doctrine of the Holy Spirit lies in its sane conclusions regarding spiritual 

gifts and supernatural revelation. The church early took its stand “that extraordinary gifts were never promised to the 

Church as a permanent inheritance.”112 

Although the Montanist movement started well, it was later marred by a misuse and 

abuse of the prophetic gift. This eventually contributed to the church declaring the whole 

movement as heretical.  

The church at large, for the most part, quenched the miraculous workings of the 

Holy Spirit for centuries due to their response to the Montanist movement. However, it 

was Augustine who would advance the most damaging response to the “Gideon 

question.” Synan quotes Augustine’s response to the issue of tongues and the 

miraculous gifts of the Spirit to demonstrate the opinion that would shape Western 

thinking for generations up to modern times. He is considered the father of the 

“cessation theory.” 

“At the church’s beginning the Holy Spirit fell upon the believers, and they spoke with tongues unlearnt, as the Spirit 

gave them utterance. It was a sign fitted to the time: all the world’s tongues were a fitting signification of the Holy Spirit, 

because the gospel of God was to have its course through every tongue in all parts of the earth. The sign was given 

and then passed away…Why, it is asked, do no miracles occur nowadays, such as occurred in former times? I could 

reply that they were necessary then, before the world came to believe, in order to win the world’s belief.”113 

Augustine appears to assume that the whole world now believes so the miraculous was 

only temporarily needed; a clearly absurd assumption then and now. Synan adds a very 

interesting footnote to Augustine’s “cessation theory” saying there was “the sudden 

appearance of supernatural healings in public services in his church.”114 I think, 

perhaps, God was trying to tell Augustine something at the time to correct his view for 

 
111Bonnke, Reinhard (2010-10-17). Holy Spirit - Revelation and Revolution (Kindle Locations 794-798). E-R 
Productions, LLC. Kindle Edition.  
112Walvoord, (Kindle Locations 4095-4097).  
113 Synan (p. 18-19). 
114 Ibid. (p. 19) 
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“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” (Rev. 2:7). 

Even the great 16th century reformer, Martin Luther, embraced the same view about 

signs, wonders, and gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit is sent forth in two ways. In the primitive church he was sent forth in a manifest and visible form. Thus 

He descended upon Christ at the Jordan in the form of a dove (Mt. 3:16), and upon the apostles and other believers in 

the form of fire (Acts 2:3). This was the first sending forth of the Holy Spirit; it was necessary in the primitive church, 

which had to be established with visible signs on account of the unbelievers, as Paul testifies. 1 Cor. 14:22: “tongues 

are for a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers.” But later on, when the church had been gathered and confirmed by 

these signs, it was not necessary for this visible sending forth of the Holy Spirit to continue.”115 

Much of the church today embraces this same understanding concerning signs, 

wonders, and miracles, etc. They view them as “primitive” and “unnecessary” for today. 

How does this align with the bold proclamation of the Scripture that says, “Jesus Christ 

is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” (Heb. 13:8). The church also has 

fostered a concept of “grace” that gradually has replaced the “power” of God. Reinhard 

Bonnke points out how this took place under Augustine of Hippo and others up to the 

present day:  

“That is definitely the case as far as the Holy Spirit is concerned. He remained shadowy and mysterious for 1,900 

years. Salvation was known but the Holy Spirit seemed a stranger even in church. Yet he was at work. All God did here 

was by the Holy Spirit. However, theologians and teachers replaced this holy Person by a non-personal power – 

“grace” – turning what is basically the attitude of God into a force. They believed God – or something doing something, 

spiritually at least. Spiritual action had to be credited to somewhere. It was not credited to the Holy Spirit but to 

“grace… Augustine, and others before him, worked out his teaching on salvation around the word “grace”, but grace is 

simply God’s attitude of loving favor. It is not a separate “thing,” but a name for his care for worthless mankind.”116  

The importance of God’s grace cannot be denied, but to disconnect it with God’s power 

or use it to replace or deny the operation of the Holy Spirit in signs, wonders, and 

miracles is just another way to say they are “unnecessary” for today. And this is 

because of God’s grace? The error of this line of thinking becomes more and more 

apparent when grace is correctly viewed simply as God’s favor toward us as Bonnke 

further explains:  

“Let us pause for a moment to look at the word “grace” (Greek charis). It is an expression mainly used by Paul – over 

100 times, in fact. He speaks of it as God’s attitude of favor towards us, undeserved and unsolicited. Jesus did not use 

the word. Paul spoke of it figuratively but not as something existing in its own right. There simply is no active divine 

force except the Holy Spirit. All credit, all glory for divine action must be given to him, not to some other independent 

force called “grace.” “There is no power but of God” (Romans 13:1, KJV). No other powers or divine emanations exist 

beside the Holy Spirit. Kingdom power, “praise power,” “prayer power,” – if any are real, it is all the operation of the 

Holy Spirit.”117 

 The cessation view along with seeing grace as the power in place of the Holy 

Spirit are very present dilemmas for the new generation. How young leaders respond to 
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the “Gideon question” will determine the effectiveness of fulfilling the Great Commission 

in the power of the Holy Spirit or on the other hand, as Paul says, with “excellence of 

speech or of wisdom” or “persuasive words of human wisdom.” (1Cor. 2:1-5). The 

Holy Spirit will continue to be a stranger in the church with limited operation through 

believers unless this changes. Signs, wonders, and miracles are just as relevant today 

as they were in the New Testament Church.  

The Anointed Ministry of Jesus 

 The Holy Spirit anointed Jesus for ministry and His ministry included signs, 

wonders, and miracles. Jesus quoted the prophet Isaiah: 

• "The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has 

sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To 

set at liberty those who are oppressed; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD." (Luke 4:18-19) 

The anointing is the special application of the Spirit for service. It’s important to 

understand, as Bonnke points out, “Our anointing flows out of Christ’s anointing, and we 

receive it only from Him.”118 Christ appoints, and the Holy Spirit anoints. Bonnke further 

describes the anointing in this way: 

“The anointing was given solely to equip and condition ordinary people to serve the Lord. The anointing was not 

available apart from service. Today the anointing is for all believers, for all are to serve. We are “a royal priesthood” (1 

Pet. 2:9). Note carefully that anointing is not a kind of emotional pleasure, but it comes into activity when we serve. 

David did not feel anointed in any particular sense, but when he faced Goliath, he knew it. Samson became strong only 

when he went into action for God, and then the Spirit of God came upon him (as in Judges 14:6). A strong man does 

not feel his strength when sitting down; he feels it only when he exerts himself.”119 

The anointing of the Holy Spirit is needed to continue the ministry of Jesus in every 

generation. Frank Damazio affirms this in his classic work, The Making of a Leader, 

when he says, “a person needs God’s anointing (ability), in addition to character, to 

perform a specific ministry…A person must have the power and ability in the Lord to 

perform that ministry effectively” and that “God gives each person a certain anointing 

which enables him to perform his ministry effectively.”120 Young leaders who are 

dependent upon the anointing of the Holy Spirit will do ministry in and with the Holy 

Spirit. I remember hearing the voice of the Spirit speaking to my spirit at 3:00am on the 

morning of November 28, 2015 saying repeatedly, “I didn’t call you to build a ministry. I 

called you to do ministry. Just do the ministry of Jesus and I’ll be with you!” This 

coincided with something my spiritual father had taught me decades earlier, “Just look 

out and see what Jesus is doing and then go do it with Him.” My experience over the 

decades in Spirit-filled ministry with apostolic leaders around the world has shown me 

that these leaders are “anointed driven” whereas most leaders in the Western Europe, 
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Canada, and the United States are “management driven.” I remember sharing this with 

a group of American pastors in Atlanta, Georgia, years ago and you could hear a pin 

drop as they became silent. There was a spirit of disbelief and resistance over the 

prospect of this being the case. Church leaders don’t want to hear that their churches 

tend to be dominated by the arm of the flesh more than the arm of the Spirit. Damazio 

puts this in perspective: 

“When a leader insists on ministering intellectually from his mind, rather than from his spirit under the hand of God, he 

will produce Christians with full heads and empty hands – much knowledge, but no power. As in every past spiritual 

visitation of the Holy Spirit, God is again emphasizing the things He uses to build His kingdom: prayer, the Word, 

holiness, fasting, obedience and a dependence upon the anointing of His Spirit.”121 

This is exactly what has happened in many churches today. However, some have 

construed this to mean that it’s wrong to plan sermons, to organize, etc. One young 

leader withdrew from a homiletics (preaching) course I was teaching because she 

believed a person was not anointed if they used notes. Although I’ve discovered that it’s 

possible for man to organize the Holy Spirit out of anything with an overemphasis upon 

administration and organization, to equate the anointing with no preparation is an 

overreaction to a renewed emphasis and dependence upon the anointing of the Spirit. I 

agree with Damazio’s clarification on this: 

“The anointing of the Holy Spirit does not negate the importance of discipline and organization in leadership. The 

anointing does not make void the mind of man. It uses the mind of a leaser as a vessel for transmitting the heart and 

spirit of God into each particular occasion, as the leader flows with the moving of the Spirit.”122 

This really addresses the issue of humble submission of all our faculties to the Holy 

Spirit for service. Paul exhorts believers to do this very thing. 

• I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. (Rom. 12:1)  

This means believers need to draw near, to come alongside the Holy Spirit and then He 

will cause them to come alive to worship God and anoint them do His will.  Bonnke 

believes that the anointing, once received, does not go away.   

“The Holy Spirit does not evaporate! If we are doing the work to which God called us, the anointing rests upon us 

without ever becoming less. We receive it moment by moment, like a waterfall fed by a never-failing river. All that is 

usually necessary is that we release His energies by working in His name.”123 

It seems that the issue, therefore, is with the believer’s willingness to flow with the Spirit 

under the anointing He has given for ministry.  

 Jesus was effective in ministry because the Holy Spirit anointed Him in 

accordance with the Father’s will. His ministry is the ministry of the Father and also the 
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ministry of the Holy Spirit. Man does not pick and choose the ministry. An examination 

of the ministry of Jesus reveals five main areas of activity (teaching, preaching, healing 

the sick, casting out demons, making disciples) under the anointing of the Holy Spirit as 

reflected in the following summary statement: 

• And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 

healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. Then His fame went throughout all 

Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and 

those who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them. Great multitudes followed 

Him-- from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan. And seeing the multitudes, 

He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to Him. Then He opened His mouth 

and taught them, saying: (Matt. 4:23 – 5:2) 

Jesus conducted this ministry in the power of the Holy Spirit. All the gifts of the Spirit 

were operating in His ministry. No one questions this about Jesus. The only question is 

when it comes to us. Lester Sumrall says it clearly that “If the ministry of Jesus was 

directed, guided, and energized by the Holy Spirit, then we can have the same kind of 

ministry because we have the same Holy Spirit.”124  

Furthermore, Jesus spoke something remarkable to His disciples.  

• "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works 

than these he will do, because I go to My Father. (John 14:12) 

Of course, the greater works is referring to their quantity and not their quality, but the 

important point is the reason Jesus gives. It’s because He’s going to go to His Father! 

This is clear biblical evidence that His ministry was to continue on earth after His 

departure. And this is why the Holy Spirit has been sent. Although there are many 

examples of the Apostles of Jesus doing signs, wonders, and miracles in the Bible,  

Jesus addressed this prophetic word to “he who believes in Me” revealing that it’s His 

will for all believers to continue His anointed ministry. The anointed ministry of Jesus 

with all its signs, wonders and miracles would operate through ordinary believers. This 

is astounding! Same Lord! Same Holy Spirit! Same anointing! Same ministry! The 

power to do the ministry of Jesus is available to every generation. Like Sumrall says, 

“the same power that was on them is available to you and me” and the “works that they 

did, we can do today.”125 

 There was a gathering for mass prayer in the early church that demonstrates that 

New Testament believers sought to operate in the same anointing and ministry of 

Jesus. They all lifted their voices loudly together in pray so they were in unity on what 

they were seeking God for. They acknowledged that God had anointed Jesus, His Son, 

and then they prayed for boldness to speak the word and for Jesus to heal and do 

miracles through them. 
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• "Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, 

"by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy 

Servant Jesus." And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. (Acts 4:29-31) 

God answered them by giving them great power through their hands. 

• And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And they were 

all with one accord in Solomon's Porch. (Acts 5:12) 

God will again hear this prayer from the lips of believers in every generation.  

Flowing with the Anointing of the Holy Spirit 

 Young leaders need to get on the right side of the fence regarding the power and 

work of the Holy Spirit. I was reading in the prophet Isaiah and came across something 

very fascinating where the Lord spoke through the prophet to Ahaz, “Ask a sign for 

yourself from the Lord your God; ask it either in the depth or in the height above.” 

(Isaiah 7:10). Ahaz refused to do it at the displeasure of the Lord so the Lord Himself 

gave the sign we all quote at Christmas time: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 

bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” (7:14b). The context of this sign 

reveals more than we typically acknowledge or even understand. The Syrians were 

coming against Jerusalem and Judah to set their heathen king over them. This was told 

to the “house of David” and the Bible says, “So his heart and the heart of his people 

were moved as the trees of the woods are moved with the wind.” (7:2). Of course, 

God spoke through Isaiah not to fear or be fainthearted because “It shall not stand, 

nor shall it come to pass” and “If you will not believe, surely you shall not be 

established.” (7:7, 9). This all preceded the sign of the Son and what followed is also 

prophetically astounding because Isaiah says, For the LORD spoke thus to me with a 

strong hand, and instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this people…” 

(Isaiah 8:11). The prophet was not to follow those who would not believe God nor the 

sign of the Christ child He had given. He is told to “hallow” and “fear” the Lord of 

hosts.” Isaiah prophesies he will “wait on the Lord” (8:17), and then makes this 

profound statement: 

• Here am I and the children whom the LORD has given me! We are for signs and wonders in Israel From the 

LORD of hosts, Who dwells in Mount Zion. (Isaiah 8:18) 

The spiritual application and pattern are enormously important for those who desire to 

flow with the anointing of the Holy Spirit. It looks like this when applied to a new 

generation of leaders and believers. 

1. You must be willing to be moved (quiver, shake, tremble) to flow with the Holy Spirit in alignment with His word 

2. You must believe to be established (supported, confirmed and faithful) in the things of the Spirit and know that God is 

with you 

3.  Hallow (regard as Holy) and fear (revere, respect) the Lord of hosts 

4. Confirm God’s word among His disciples 
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5. Wait on the Lord 

6. Prophetic alignment with the Lord for signs and wonders 

Young leaders of the new generation seemingly desire to understand the 

anointing of the Holy Spirit and many may believe, but few do the ministry. In other 

words, there may be a willingness to learn and speak about the Holy Spirit and His gifts, 

but it’s in the doing that we experience the breakthroughs. One of the first things I 

learned about the anointing of the Holy Spirit was that it breaks every yoke of bondage 

just like it did with the burden of Assyria over God’s people.  

• It shall come to pass in that day That his burden will be taken away from your shoulder, And his yoke from 

your neck, And the yoke will be destroyed because of the anointing oil. (Isaiah 10:27) 

This anointing of the Holy Spirit to do the ministry is like a mantle of power. Dr. Peter 

Wagner, in his classic work on Signs & Wonders Today, tells the story how the course 

on spiritual power that began in 1982 at Fuller Theological Seminary changed the 

understanding and ministry of many young leaders. Students were challenged to get out 

and pray for someone. Even the secretary and receptionist at the School of World 

Missions took the class after seeing its popularity. One testified, “It’s wall-to-wall people 

each week. I think the excitement over the course comes from seeing the reality of God 

in action.”126 Even a renowned Christian teacher like Wagner developed a clearer 

understanding when reading the Bible. He says, “I now see that each of the five classic 

appearances of the Great Commission in the New Testament has a power promise.”127  

The authority of Christ and the power of Christ flow together as is also the case when 

we move in the anointing of the Holy Spirit. 

▪ “All authority is given unto me…” (Matt. 28:18) 

▪ “And these signs will follow those who believe…” (Mark 16:17) 

▪ …but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49) 

▪ “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any…” (John 20:22-23) 

▪ “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you…” (Acts 1:8) 

The new generation needs educated in every aspect of the power and work of the Holy 

Spirit.  This takes an educational commitment, an experiential revelation, and a 

willingness to act under the anointing to do the ministry of Jesus in the power of the 

Holy Spirit. 

“Following the biblical pattern lies at the heart of our educational commitment. We are dedicated to finding out how 

God has worked in the past and how He is working at present to make His church grow. Who can doubt the role of 

signs and wonders in establishing Jesus’ credentials as the Son of the living God and initiator of God’s kingdom? Who 

can question the importance of miracles in the spread of the gospel in the founding of the church in the book of 

Acts.”128 
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Young leaders need to acknowledge that the mantle of power is the same that 

Jesus flowed in and gave to His disciples. After Jesus taught them and had them 

observe Him, He sent them out to do ministry. And He “gave them power and 

authority over all demons, and to cure diseases.” (Luke 9:1). But it’s not enough to 

have knowledge of the Spirit’s power! People are moved and transformed when they 

experience the power and flow with the anointing of the Holy Spirit to minister in the 

same power.  

The anointing seen upon Jesus and the early church is the same anointing 

available to the new generation of leaders and believers today. Young leaders should 

be able to say with the prophets, with Jesus, with the Twelve, the Seventy, and the early 

church “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because He anointed me…” (Luke 4:18). 

Paul reminded the Corinthian Church of this truth, “Now He who establishes us with 

you in Christ and has anointed us is God.” (2Cor. 1:21). There is an anointing for the 

new generation that is like the mantle of power when Elisha took up Elijah’s mantle and 

struck the waters of the Jordan River.  

• He also took up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and stood by the bank of the 

Jordan. Then he took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water, and said, "Where is 

the LORD God of Elijah?" And when he also had struck the water, it was divided this way and that; and Elisha 

crossed over. Now when the sons of the prophets who were from Jericho saw him, they said, "The spirit of 

Elijah rests on Elisha." And they came to meet him, and bowed to the ground before him. (2Kgs 2:13-15) 

The mantle is a symbol of the spiritual authority and power given by God. The anointing 

works through the mantle. The New Testament Gospels prove that Jesus has the 

mantle of power and demonstrates how He used it. Elisha had asked for a double 

portion of the Spirit he saw upon Elijah. He wouldn’t let him go until he received it. What 

determination he showed! Elisha picked up the mantle of power. He used it! He put it to 

the test! Like Elisha, disciples of Jesus in the early church focused upon Him and the 

mantle of power. This anointing, this mantle of power is all they needed to fulfil the 

Great Commission, defeat the devil, and win the lost in the final hour. They prayed for 

this anointing that comes only from Christ through the Holy Spirit. What will the new 

generation do with the anointing? What will the new generation do with the mantle of 

power? This is a most relevant question in a time when so many churches no longer 

teach on the Baptism with the Holy Spirit, the operation of the gifts, casting out demons, 

healing the sick, and any concept of the miraculous ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

For many, the mantle remains stuck in the mud. God is saying to the new generation, 

“Pick it up! Stop denying the Spirit’s power!” Young leaders must do more than receive 

the power; they must yield to the Holy Spirit for the mantle of power to be used. They 

must access the power with genuine humility and a strong pursuit of holiness and 

godliness to keep the mantle of power in Christ.   
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 The religious establishment of the New Testament were far from in favor of signs, 

wonders and miracles through the apostles. Even the miracle works did not convince 

them. 

• Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the 

works themselves. (John 14:11 NIV) 

However, the religious leaders who witnessed the healing of the lame man who was 

over 40 years of age recognized and acknowledged four things: 1) the boldness of 

Peter and John; 2) Peter and John were uneducated, ordinary men; 3) they had been 

with Jesus; and 4) a notable miracle had taken place that they could not explain nor 

deny. Young leaders need to spend time with Jesus. They cannot get caught up in 

grandeur endeavors to build up a ministry. I find it interesting that Paul instructs young 

Timothy to fulfill his ministry in the sense of proving it by bringing it to its fullness. 

• But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.      

(2Tim. 4:5) 

Paul also instructs Timothy to place the things he has heard from him into others. There 

are four generations involved in this admonition: 

• And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be 

able to teach others also. (2Tim 2:2) 

The emphasis in on doing the ministry and equipping others to effectively do the same. 

The ministry of Jesus can only be done and fulfilled when we flow with the anointing of 

the Holy Spirit with the mantle of power. I again remind the new generation of the late 

Lester Sumrall’s appeal to believers: 

“If these gifts of the Spirit were for Paul, Peter, Moses, David, Elijah, and Daniel, but not for us today, I would not have 

the courage to share these things with you. But I have the courage because I know beyond the shadow of a doubt that 

we can have what Moses and Elijah had; we can do what Peter and Paul did. If these men had done those works 

because they were specially selected by God to do them, then no ordinary Christian could hope to follow such a 

pattern. Their stories would be only a divine record that we could read and marvel about. But the same power that was 

on them is available to you and me. The works that they did, we can do today. In our generation we can do the same 

works as Moses, as David, as Daniel— and as Jesus. Why? Because we have the same power of God and the same 

anointing of the Holy Spirit motivating us that motivated them.”129 

Believers of every generation have the promise that God will work with them. The new 

generation needs to echo the same certainty about this as the Gospel writers; a 

resounding “Amen.” 

• And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the 

accompanying signs. Amen. (Mark 16:20) 

 

 
129 Sumrall (Kindle Locations 1487-1493).  



 

PAGE 101 

Bibliography 

Bevere, John P (2013). The Holy Spirit: An Introduction. Colorado: Messenger International 

Bonnke, Reinhard. (2010). Holy Spirit: Revelation and Revolution. Florida: Charisma House. 

Bonnke, Reinhard (2012). Taking Action: Receiving and operating in the gifts and power of the Holy 

Spirit. Florida: Charisma House. 

Cho, David Yonggi (1989). The Holy Spirit, My Senior Partner: Understanding the Holy Spirit and His 

Gifts. Florida: Charisma House. 

Connor, Kevin (1982). The New Testament Church. Portland: City Bible Publishing 

Damazio, Frank (1988). The Making of a Leader: Biblical Leadership Principles for Today’s Leaders. 

Portland: City Bible Publishing. 

Green, Michael (2004, 1975). I Believe in the Holy Spirit. United Kingdom and Michigan: Kingsway and 

Erdmans Publishing Company.  

Hayford, Jack, Executive Editor. Spirit Filled Life Bible, 3rd edition (2018). Thomas Nelson Publishers, 

Nashville, TN.  

Horton, Stanley M. (2005, 1976). What the Bible Says about the Holy Spirit. Missouri: Gospel Publishing 

House. 

Keener, Craig S. (1996). 3 Crucial Questions about the Holy Spirit. Baker Books: Grand Rapids, MI. 

Lutzer, Erwin W. (1998, 2008). Seven Reasons Why You Can Trust the Bible. Moody Publishers, 

Chicago, IL. 

Maldonado, Guillermo. (2017). Divine Encounter with the Holy Spirit. Whitaker House: New Kensington, 

PA. 

Schaff, Philip, Ed. The Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series 1. 1886-1889. 14 vols. Repr. Grand 

Rapids, MI.: William B. Eerdmans, 1956. 

Selig, George and Arroyo, Alan. Loving our Differences. CBN Publishing: Virginia Beach, 1989. 

Smith, Ashley Neil (2010). The Baptism in the Holy Spirit: Understanding Evangelical, Non-Pentecostal 

Perspectives on the Issues of Subsequence and Initial Evidence at Emmanuel College. Boston: Gordon-

Conwell Theological Seminary. 

Sumrall, Lester (1982). The Gifts and Ministries of the Holy Spirit. Pennsylvania: Whitaker House: New 

Kensington, PA. 

Synan, Vinson (2001). The Century of the Holy Spirit: 100 Years of Pentecostal and Charismatic 

Renewal, 1901-2001. Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc. 

Walvoord, John F. (1958, 1954). The Holy Spirit: A Comprehensive Study of the Person and Word of the 

Holy Spirit. Illinois: Van Kampen Press. 

 

 


