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Introduction  
 God’s word and the name of Jesus continue to be under attack by an 
increasingly secular and pagan world. The coronavirus pandemic of 2020 has 
awakened the church in many parts of the world to heaven’s commandment to “Preach 
the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all 
longsuffering and teaching.” (2Tim. 4:2). Interestingly, Paul renders this command to 
young Timothy just prior to his death at the hands of the Roman Emperor Nero. It was 
his last will and testament to young leaders of a new generation.  

Preaching is the primary means of spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ. The 
Bible says preaching is also the way God chooses to manifest (reveal, make apparent, 
and declare) His word (Titus 1:3). He confirms His word with signs following (Mark 
16:20) but He opens and lights up His word through preaching. God has designed it this 
way even though it appears as foolishness to man.  

This generation must begin to preach the word in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
We live in a time where it seems the antichrist spirit is advancing in every nation. It is 
not a time to back down or restrain from a bold response led and empowered by the 
Spirit of God. It is time to preach the Word! It is time to preach the full counsel of God’s 
word. This equipping manual on preaching is designed to help young leaders move into 
a new level of proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ to a fallen world. It requires much 
labor in prayer and the ministry of the Word. It requires diligent study of God’s word 
including the almost forgotten art of exegetical or expository preaching from the Bible. 
This training manual is long overdue. The time for young Timothy’s to rise up and fully 
preach the Word is now! The 5-Fold Global team is ready to assist in equipping and 
releasing young leaders to “Preach the Word!” 

 

Brother Michael 

 
Dr. Michael D. Gross 
5-Fold Global Ministries 
Website: www.5foldglobal.org 
Email: 5foldglobal@gmail.com 
Mobile App: http://get.theapp.co/2mwf/ 
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Chapter 1: The Biblical Authority for Preaching 

The Calling to Preach 

 The authority for preaching is wrapped up in the calling to preach. Although all 

believers are called to be witnesses for Christ, there is a unique and often 

misunderstood calling upon spiritual leaders to preach. These ministers of the Gospel, 

like Jonah, cannot escape the calling to preach. 

• Jonah 3:2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it the message that I tell you.” 

We know that Jonah tried to run from the calling but could not outrun God! This is the 

case for many who are called to preach. God called me to preach when I was sixteen 

years of age, but I ran from Him for seven years until He captured me. Jonah only spent 

three days in the belly of the whale, but I ran for seven years until I gave in to the call. 

Those called by God to preach cannot do anything else. They are miserable if they try! 

This is the part others and even family members have a difficulty understanding. 

However, it is a life and death matter for those called to preach because the calling 

comes from heavenly authority.  

 Jesus Himself understood that He had been sent to preach. Over 700 years 

before the prophet Isaiah had foretold this: “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, 

Because the LORD has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the poor…” (Isaiah 

61:1). He told His disciples preaching was one of His main purposes along with 

destroying the works of the devil (1John 3:8) and redeeming mankind (John 12:27). 

• Mark 1:38   But He said to them, “Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there also, because for this 

purpose I have come forth.” 

• Luke 4:43 but He said to them, “I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also, because for this 

purpose I have been sent.” 

This means Jesus was purpose driven by His calling to preach. He told them “I must 

preach!” He perfectly understood this, and He passed on the same understanding to 

His disciples.  

• Matt. 10:7 And as you go, preach, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 

• Matt. 10:27   “Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you hear in the ear, preach on the 

housetops. 

• Mark 3:14 Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach, 

• Mark 16:15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 

• Luke 9:2 He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.  

Peter and Paul also understood that their calling to preach was embedded in the 

authority of Christ.    

• Acts 10:42 And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was ordained by 

God to be Judge of the living and the dead. 

• 1Cor. 1:17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the 

cross of Christ should be made of no effect. 
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• 1Cor. 9:16 For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if 

I do not preach the gospel! 

The above Scriptures reveal the same command to preach, the priority of preaching, 

and the absolute necessity to preach that was in Jesus. They were enjoined with Christ 

in the calling to preach.  

The apostolic and prophetic foundation for the calling to preach is firmly 

established in the Scriptures. This must not be overlooked. The command, priority, and 

necessity in the calling to preach lies with the church. 

• Eph. 2:19-22 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints 

and members of the household of God, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows 

into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the 

Spirit.  

The call and the command to preach comes from above. It is foundational to the church 

that is being built upon Christ.  

The Power to Preach 

 Preachers around the world are quite familiar with the words the prophet 

Zechariah spoke to Zerubbabel. But let us look in more detail at the word of the Lord 

that flowed to Zerubbabel because there is an important message to the church and to 

everyone called to preach today. 

• Zech. 4:6-7 So he answered and said to me: “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor 

by power, but by My Spirit,’ Says the LORD of hosts. 7 “Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel 

you shall become a plain! And he shall bring forth the capstone With shouts of ‘Grace, grace to it!” ’ ” 

The context for the above verses is the fifth of eight visions the prophet saw. Each one 

has a historical meaning and a meaning for all time. This vision begins with being 

awakened out of sleep (Zech. 4:1). Young preachers today need to be awakened to 

the prophetic mandate for preaching. They need to fully understand where the power 

comes from to preach and where it does not come from. This may seem for many too 

elementary to even consider. However, when you observe preachers today parading 

themselves around with personal vigor and swaggering around with talented oratorial 

abilities to gain a popular following around themselves, it becomes an important and 

necessary consideration. Note that it is the word of the LORD that came to remind the 

one chosen or called not to rely upon himself in what God had called him to do. 

Preachers today must also understand it is not by their might or power. This is strongly 

reinforced by the words used in this so often quoted verse by preachers.   

 ,chayil, khah´-yil; from 2342; probably a force, whether of men, means or other resources; an army, wealth, virtue ַחִיל .1

valor, strength:—able, activity, (+) army, band of men (soldiers), company, (great) forces, goods, host, might, power, 

riches, strength, strong, substance, train, (+)valiant(-ly), valour, virtuous(-ly), war, worthy(-ily).1 

 
1 Accordance 13, OakTree Software, Inc. Nov. 2019. 
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חַַ .2  ,kowach, ko´-akh; from an unused root meaning to be firm; vigor, literally (force כֹוחַַ koach, ko´-akh; or (Dan. 11:6) כֹּ

in a good or a bad sense) or figuratively (capacity, means, produce); also (from its hardiness) a large lizard:—ability, 

able, chameleon, force, fruits, might, power(-ful), strength, substance, wealth.2 

There is a marked distinction between the power inherent in the above words and the 

power of the Holy Spirit to fulfill the word of the LORD. Are we able to make this 

important distinction today? Paul made certain the Corinthian Church understood this: 

• 1Cor. 2:1-5 And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom 

declaring to you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus 

Christ and Him crucified. 3 I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. 4 And my speech and 

my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 

power, 5 that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

The above passage reveals Paul’s preaching was not from the standpoint of any human 

skill or speaking ability. He did not personally come presenting himself as superior or of 

a higher rank and authority than others. He says his speaking was not with persuasive 

words of human wisdom. In other words, they were not pithy, clever, or enticing from 

that standpoint. He even discloses that he was in weakness, in fear, and in much 

trembling. The contrast between his physical and spiritual condition is a big one. He 

was frail and without strength in body. The use of the Greek tromos (a trembling or 

quaking with fear) indicates Paul experienced a lot of apprehension in the natural when 

it came to his ministry and preaching. He definitely had an eye condition. Some believe 

it was most likely ophthalmia, an inflammation of the eye like conjunctivitis. This is a 

serious condition that can leave a person completely blind over time. So, it was not a 

small matter because the Bible says Paul sought the Lord three times to take it away 

from him (See 2Cor. 12:7-10). Some believe he possibly spit a lot when he preached 

but there is no direct evidence of this in his testimony to the Galatians or elsewhere.   

• Gal. 4:12-20 Brethren, I urge you to become like me, for I became like you. You have not injured me at all. 13 

You know that because of physical infirmity I preached the gospel to you at the first. 14 And my trial which 

was in my flesh you did not despise or reject, but you received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. 
15 What then was the blessing you enjoyed? For I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked 

out your own eyes and given them to me. 16 Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth? 
17 They zealously court you, but for no good; yes, they want to exclude you, that you may be zealous for them. 
18 But it is good to be zealous in a good thing always, and not only when I am present with you. 19 My little 

children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you, 20 I would like to be present with you 

now and to change my tone; for I have doubts about you. 

Above all else, Paul was firmly focused upon Christ and the transformation and spiritual 

growth of believers. And he did not speak in a monotone. His tone (phone – voice, 

sound) would change when directed by the Spirit.   

The Spirit Filled Life Bible has an excellent summary of Paul’s perspective on 

preaching. 

“Both the content and the style of Paul’s preaching conformed to the ways of God as revealed in the Cross. Paul did not preach 

to show off his oratorial skills and draw attention to himself; rather, he spoke with fear, and…trembling, a figure of speech 

 
2 Accordance 13. 
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denoting the opposite of self-confidence. Demonstration of the Spirit and of power not only refer to the fact that the miraculous 

accompanied Paul’s preaching (2Cor. 12:12), but also to the Holy Spirit’s transforming power in the individual lives of the 

Corinthians at the time of their conversion. Far from mere intellectual conversion through human wisdom, they encountered the 

Spirit Himself, who demonstrated His presence in them through various spiritual gifts, including speaking in tongues.”3 

The Truth and Action section also poses good advice for young preachers today to 

“Boldly preach Christ and Him crucified. This is the simple gospel. Make room for the 

demonstration of the Spirit and power when you speak or preach.”4 Often, ministers 

make room for the preaching but not the ministry to follow that the Holy Spirit desires to 

do.  

The Bible says the power to preach unquestionably comes from the Holy Spirit. 

Boldness in preaching is produced by the Spirit and not human means. This was 

evident when religious leaders questioned Peter and John about the healing of the lame 

man at the Temple entrance. The question they asked is most revealing, “By what 

power or by what name have you done this?” (Acts 4:7). Take a look at what follows: 

• Acts 4:8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit said to them…  

• Acts 4:10-14 …let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you 

whole. 11 This is the “stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.’ 12 

Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we 

must be saved.” 13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 

uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus. 14 And 

seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it.   

• Acts 4:18-20   So they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. 19 

But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more 

than to God, you judge. 20 For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” 

• Acts 4:29-31 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may 

speak Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through 

the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled 

together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with 

boldness. 

• Acts 4:32-33  Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say 

that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common. 33 And with great power 

the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all.  

Note the boldness comes from and is by the Spirit. What is this boldness produced in 

ordinary and untrained people? The Greek parrhesia is speaking of divine enablement.  

“Outspokenness, unreserved utterance, freedom of speech, with frankness, candor, cheerful courage, and is the opposite of 

cowardice, timidity, or fear. Here it denotes a divine enablement that comes to ordinary and unprofessional people exhibiting 

spiritual power and authority. It also refers to a clear presentation of the gospel without being ambiguous or unintelligible. 

Parrhesia is not a human quality but a result of being filled with the Holy Spirit.”5  

I hope you can see in the above definition the flow of the Spirit’s power in the 

context of preaching. This is why I believe the Bible indicates that all preachers need to 

 
3 Spirit Filled Study Bible, 3rd Ed., Thomas Nelson, Nashville, 2019, p. 1646, note 2:1-5.  
4 Ibid., note 2:1-5., p. 1670. 
5 Ibid., Word Wealth 4:31, p. 1561. 
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be filled with the Spirit because as the Bible says it is, Not by might nor by power, but 

by My Spirit,’ Says the LORD of hosts. This connection between preaching and being 

filled with the power of the Holy Spirit must be understood and also experienced by 

everyone whom God calls to preach. What other conclusion can we reach from 

Scriptures like the below account? 

• Luke 24:44-49 Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 

all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms 

concerning Me.” 45 And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures. Then He 

said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the 

third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And you are witnesses of these things. 49 Behold, I send the Promise of My Father 

upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.” 

Luke’s account of the Great Commission confirms again that preaching is not a 

profession, but a divine calling and a divine priority established by heavenly authority. 

This generation of preachers must never be confused about this. The power to preach 

is found in being filled with the Holy Spirit. And this includes an unhindered free flow of 

heavenly language. Much preaching today lacks power because the preacher is not 

filled with the power of the Holy Spirit in line with the experience documented in the 

Early Church. This must change with a new generation of leaders. The late Dr. Haddon 

Robinson, distinguished Professor of Preaching at Gordon-Conwell Theological 

Seminary states in his classic book on the subject used in seminaries around the world, 

“A power comes through the preached word that even the written word cannot replace.6 

This is why the power from on high cannot be replaced in preaching. To do so, is to 

exalt the oratory and persuasive abilities of men. Although many can and do get moved 

by human abilities, the power is lost, and God’s word has little affect. However, I believe 

the Lord has His eyes upon a kingdom remnant in this generation who will arise and 

preach the Word in the power of the Holy Spirit.     

The Anointing to Preach 

  God also anoints those He calls to preach. This element in preaching has an 

apostolic and  prophetic foundation just like those we have already discussed. This 

connection was established by Jesus Himself as He opened the Scriptures to the book 

of Isaiah and read.  

• Luke 4:16-22 (See also Isaiah 61:1) So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His 

custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. 17 And He was handed the 

book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written: 18 

“The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has 

sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To 

 
6 Haddon W. Robinson. Biblical Preaching: The Development and Delivery of Expository Messages 3rd 
Ed. (2014), Baker Publishing Group: Grand Rapids, MI, p. 19.  Note: This bestselling text by Haddon 
Robinson, considered by many to be the "teacher of preachers," has sold over 300,000 copies and is a 
contemporary classic in the field. It offers students, pastors, and Bible teachers expert guidance in the 
development and delivery of expository sermons. This new edition has been updated throughout and 
includes helpful exercises. 
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set at liberty those who are oppressed; 19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.” 20 Then He closed the 

book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were 

fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 So all bore 

witness to Him, and marveled at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth. And they said, “Is this 

not Joseph’s son?”  

There is much in this account and the congregation’s response, however, I will focus 

our attention on the fact that Jesus was anointed to preach. In fact, you can see from 

the account that preaching seems to be the dominate means of fulfilling His Spirit filled 

mission. This is clearly Jesus’ mission statement. Preaching and proclaiming appear 

three times in two verses. A quick review of what is going on in this divine assignment 

involving preaching reveals several important things: 

1. Apostolic and Prophetic foundation – handed the book of the prophet Isaiah; He sent Me (apostello) 

2. Spirit filled – The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me (See also Luke 4:1) 

3. Preaching – anointed Me to preach; to proclaim (a primary word for preaching in the Bible) 

4. Fulfillment of the Word – Scripture is fulfilled.  

5. Words of Grace – the gracious words that proceeded out of His mouth. 

All of the above are connected in the context of preaching under the anointing of the 

Spirit. Nevertheless, there is no guarantee that the hearers will receive the specific 

message because Jesus concluded later that no prophet is accepted in his own 

country. (Luke 4:24). In fact, they wanted to lead Him to a hill and throw Him over a cliff 

(Luke 4:28-30). The Bible also says Jesus did not do a mighty work in Nazareth 

because of their unbelief (Mark 6:5-6).    

Jesus declared that the Holy Spirit anointed Him to preach the gospel. What 

does anointed actually mean? 

“Anointed refers to the symbolism of pouring or applying oil over an individual who was being appointed, commissioned and 

empowered for spiritual service. The anointing oil was symbolic of the Holy Spirit. Jesus was not anointed with literal oil but with 

the Spirit himself. In this passage Jesus states the purpose of his Spirit-anointed ministry.”7 

It is important to remind each other that the symbolic pouring of oil does not mean 

someone is anointed in the spiritual sense. It is the Holy Spirit alone that anoints 

someone to preach. If a person is called to preach, then God will anoint him or her to 

accomplish the task. One must seek the Holy Spirit for this anointing. Although one can 

learn to prepare a good and even timely message, it will not advance the cause of 

Christ without much prayer, the anointing, and the power of the Holy Spirit.   

The anointing of Jesus to preach reveals again the importance of preaching as 

the manifestation and continuation of Christ’s ministry throughout the earth. The 

importance and centrality of preaching as the primary means of communicating the 

gospel cannot be questioned. We must keep emphasizing that this is apostolically and 

prophetically established by heavenly design and confirmed in both the Old and New 

Testament: 

 
7 Fire Bible: Global Study Edition (2009), Life Publishers Int’l: Springfield, MO, p. 1834, note 4:18. 
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• Rom. 10:14-15; Isaiah 52:7 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall 

they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how 

shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the 

gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!” 

Although we will revisit the above Scripture later, you may be asking what this has to do 

with the anointing to preach. It has everything to do with it! Peter preached to the 

Gentiles gathered in the house of Cornelius by divine instruction (Acts 10:22). Peter 

reminds them in the message (Acts 10:34-43) how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 

with the Holy Spirit and with power… (Acts 10:38) and that He commanded us to 

preach to the people (Acts 10:42). Preaching and proclaiming are mentioned four 

times in a nine-verse message. The command to preach is there. The power to preach 

is there. And the anointing to preach is there. Paul’s experience was remarkably similar. 

• 2Cor. 1:19-22 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us—by me, Silvanus, and 

Timothy—was not Yes and No, but in Him was Yes. 20 For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him 

Amen, to the glory of God through us. 21 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is 

God, 22 who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. 

Note how the anointing is in the context of preaching. Again, the authority or command 

to preach is there. The anointing to preach is there. The power of the Holy Spirit is 

there. And, it is not only upon Paul, but upon Silvanus and Timothy. All has been 

established by God through the Holy Spirit given to them. This includes the anointing to 

preach.  

The Obedience to Preach 

Preaching is not an option for those called, empowered, and anointed to preach. 

We mentioned earlier how Paul passionately declared woe is me if I do not preach 

the gospel (1Cor. 9:16). The fuller context reveals that he practiced a pattern of self-

denial in his obedience to preach the gospel.  

• 1Cor. 9:17-19 For if I do this willingly, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have been entrusted with a 

stewardship. 18 What is my reward then? That when I preach the gospel, I may present the gospel of Christ 

without charge, that I may not abuse my authority in the gospel. 19 For though I am free from all men, I have 

made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more. 

Paul recognized that built into society and the Mosaic law was the principle of support or 

remuneration for those who work or provide a service. He also recognized this same 

principle for those who preach. 

• 1Cor. 9:14 Even so the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should live from the gospel. 

The fact that God arranges material support for those called to preach speaks volumes 

about the priority of preaching. However, many have abused this privilege with inflated 

salaries, possessions, and desires for more beyond what is reasonable for one’s 

livelihood. This is why so much preaching today is what I would call comfort preaching. 

It is conciliatory which means it is intended to placate, pacify, and appease church 

members to gain their goodwill and favor. This produces a great fear in losing members 
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and offerings. I approach this with a compassionate understanding of those depending 

on church offerings for their family’s livelihood. I have, however, observed them in a 

bind when God calls them to preach beyond the soft conciliatory and unchallenging 

gospel that they have become accustomed to preaching. Some have shared with me 

that if they preach or minister certain things in the Bible, “I guarantee you I will lose 

members.” The goal cannot be to make people comfortable or to please them. Look at 

what Paul shares with the Galatians: 

• Gal. 1:6-10 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a 

different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of 

Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached 

to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel 

to you than what you have received, let him be accursed. 10 For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek 

to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ. 

The devil deceives many with the notion that if they preach the Word that 

rebukes, corrects, and calls people to repent and change you cannot win them or even 

keep them in Christ. The Bible indicates the exact opposite is true as Paul shares his 

goal to win the more (1Cor. 9:19). A review of the following passages establishes this 

truth: 

• 2Cor. 4:5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for 

Jesus’ sake. 

• Col. 1:28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every 

man perfect in Christ Jesus. 

• Phil. 1:15-18 Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from goodwill: 16 The former 

preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains; 17 but the latter 

out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel. 18 What then? Only that in every way, 

whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice. 

• 2Tim. 4:2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all 

longsuffering and teaching. 

• 1Th. 2:5 For neither at any time did we use flattering words, as you know, nor a cloak for covetousness—God 

is witness. 

A brief review of the above passages lends itself to some helpful and some 

alarming discoveries. The preaching characteristics in these verses pose several 

questions for spiritual leaders of all ages:  

1. Are you preaching Christ Jesus as LORD? 

2. Do you present yourself in preaching as the bondservant of the people in Jesus? 

3. Are you preaching yourself more than Christ? 

4. Do you preach out of love for God and His people? 

5. Do you love God and His people enough to admonish them in wisdom when called by God to do so? 

6. Does your preaching present others complete in Christ? 

7. Do you ever use excessive and insincere praise to further your own interests? 

8. Do you preach the Word in difficult situations? 

9. Do you defend the Gospel against cultural pressures? 

10. Do you preach and teach the Word to patiently convince, rebuke, and exhort fellow believers in Christ?  
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Are there spiritual leaders today who preach with some good and not so good motives? 

I have to say it was the case in the early church and it certainly is the same now. 

However, my personal observations of Christ being preached around the world have led 

me to see at least three categories of preachers. The “I” Preacher; the “Comfort” 

Preacher; and the “Christ” Preacher.   

“I” Preacher “Comfort” Preacher “Christ” Preacher 
Speaks consistently in the first person to 
draw people around themselves to 
achieve their goals  

Speaks consistently of the love and 
grace of God and ignores needed 
admonishment to avoid conflict in order 
to make people feel comfortable 

Speaks the Word of truth in love even 
when it involves warning and correction 
to present believers complete in Christ 

Prioritizes personal revelations, visions, 
and operation of spiritual gifts primarily 
through themselves. 

Prioritizes social issues as a means to 
be culturally relevant in the modern 
world  

Prioritizes preaching and teaching of the 
Word to change lives 

Focuses on larger church development 
with growing community and national 
attention to the minister and the ministry 

Focuses on community action to provide 
social justice for oppressed people. 

Focuses on prayer and the ministry of 
the Word to evangelize the community 

Preaches to obtain an enthusiastic 
following motivated by the number of 
likes in response to preaching 

Preaches to increase awareness to 
various causes   

Preaches the full counsel of God’s word 
whether the people hear or refuse to 
hear 

Consistently reminds others of their title, 
position, and spiritual authority to lead 
them.   

Consistently seeks to address others 
with a conciliatory approach and tone 
without challenging other worldviews 
and viewpoints.   

Consistently challenges others through 
the Word and Spirit to return to 
righteousness and godliness.  

The emphasis is on the messenger 
more than the message and the people 
are compelled to measure up to the 
preacher   

The emphasis is on loving and accepting 
everyone including their lifestyles to get 
along or achieve peace.  

The emphasis is upon the Word and the 
Spirit to change lives for God’s glory. 

 

Which category is preaching today leaning toward? This is up for debate; however, my 

observations reveal that too much preaching today falls into the first two categories and 

not enough in the third category of preacher. Underlying it all is not just the calling to 

preach but the obedience to preach Christ without rejecting the convicting and 

transformative aspects of preaching the Word. 

The obedience to preach calls us to a higher level of operation in preaching. This 

higher level must include a pattern of self-denial even when it goes against our will. This 

is important whether one is receiving support or not. Matthew Henry says “it is the glory 

of a minister to prefer the success of his ministry to his interest, and deny himself, that 

he may serve Christ, and save souls” and “it is a high attainment in religion to renounce 

our own rights for the good of others; this will entitle to a peculiar reward from God.”8 

This generation of preachers needs to know that self-denial in the obedience to preach 

is both honorable and pleasing to God.  

 

 

 
8 Accordance 13 (2019) Matthew Henry Commentary, para. 39862 & 39863.  
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Chapter 2: What is Preaching 

Biblical Words for Preaching 

 The previous chapter firmly established the apostolic and prophetic foundation 

for preaching in the authority of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit. The Bible 

presents preaching using different forms of words in both Hebrew and Greek. For 

example, in the context of preaching in the Bible, preach appears 47 times; preached 59 

times; preaching 26 times; preacher 11 times; preachers 4 times. The total comes to 

149 times in the Bible while appearing in a number of forms.  For the purposes of this 

study we will focus on the Greek words used in the New Testament. The following slide 

presents these primary Greek words for preaching.  

 

For the most part these words are used interchangeably for preaching. Take for 

example the following Scriptures from the mission statement of Jesus in Nazareth and 

the preaching activity in the Early Church throughout the book of Acts: 

Preaching Scripture Preaching Word  
Luke 4:18-19 “The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To 
preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim  
liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are 
oppressed; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.” 
Luke 24:47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name 
to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
Mark 1:14-15   Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 

Euaggelizo – gospel to the poor; 
heal brokenhearted 
Kerusso – liberty to captives; sight 
to blind; freedom to oppressed 
Kerusso – acceptable year of the 
LORD 
 Kerusso – repentance and 
remission of sins 

Acts 3:20 and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, 
Acts 4:2 being greatly disturbed that they taught the people and preached in Jesus the 
resurrection from the dead. 
Acts 5:42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and 
preaching Jesus as the Christ. 
Acts 8:4-5 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word. 
5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. 

Kerusso - Jesus  
Kataggello – resurrection from 
dead  
Euaggelizo – Jesus as Christ (the 
Anointed One) 
Euaggelizo – the Word 
Kerusso - Christ 
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Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the 
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized. 
Acts 8:25 So when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, they returned 
to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans. 
Acts 8:35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached 
Jesus to him. 
Acts 8:40 But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, he preached in all the 
cities till he came to Caesarea. 
Acts 9:20 Immediately he preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son 
of God. 
Acts 9:27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. And he declared to 
them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had spoken to him, and how 
he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. 
Acts 10:36-37 The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace 
through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all— 37 that word you know, which was proclaimed 
throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee after the baptism which John preached: 
Acts 10:42 And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He 
who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead. 
Acts 11:19-20 Now those who were scattered after the persecution that arose over 
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no 
one but the Jews only. 20 But some of them were men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, 
when they had come to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus. 
Acts 13:5 And when they arrived in Salamis, they preached the word of God in the 
synagogues of the Jews. They also had John as their assistant. 
Acts 13:24 after John had first preached, before His coming, the baptism of repentance 
to all the people of Israel. 
Acts 13:38 Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through this Man is 
preached to you the forgiveness of sins; 
Acts 13:42 So when the Jews went out of the synagogue, the Gentiles begged that 
these words might be preached to them the next Sabbath. 
Acts 14:7 And they were preaching the gospel there. 
Acts 14:15 and saying, “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men with 
the same nature as you, and preach to you that you should turn from these useless 
things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that 
are in them, 
Acts 14:21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made many 
disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, 
Acts 14:25 Now when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia. 
Acts 15:21 For Moses has had throughout many generations those who preach him in 
every city, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath.” 
Acts 15:35-36 Paul and Barnabas also remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching 
the word of the Lord, with many others also. 36 Then after some days Paul said to 
Barnabas, “Let us now go back and visit our brethren in every city where we have 
preached the word of the Lord, and see how they are doing.” 
Acts 16:6 Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they 
were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia. 
Acts 16:10 Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go to 
Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the gospel to them. 
Acts 17:3 explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and rise again 
from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ.” 
Acts 17:13 But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of God was 
preached by Paul at Berea, they came there also and stirred up the crowds. 
Acts 17:18 Then certain Epicurean and Stoic philosophers encountered him. And some 
said, “What does this babbler want to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a proclaimer 
of foreign gods,” because he preached to them Jesus and the resurrection. 

Euaggelizo – the Kingdom and the 
Name of Jesus Christ 
Laleo – the Word of the Lord 
Euaggelizo – the Gospel 
Euaggelizo - Jesus 
 
Euaggelizo – in all cities 
 
Kerusso – Christ as Son of God 
 
Parrhesiazomai – boldly in the 
name of Jesus 
 
Euaggelizo – peace in Christ 
Kerusso – the Word 
 
Kerusso – Christ as Judge of the 
living and dead 
Laleo – the Word 
Euaggelizo – the Lord Jesus 
 
 
Kataggello – the Word of God 
 
Kerusso - repentance 
 
Kataggello – forgiveness of sins 
 
Laleo – words 
 
Euaggelizo – the Gospel 
Euaggelizo – turn to the Living God 
 
 
 
Euaggelizo – the Gospel 
 
Laleo – the Word 
Kerusso - him 
 
Euaggelizo – the word of the Lord 
Kataggello – the word of the Lord 
 
 
Laleo – the Word 
 
Euaggelizo – the Gospel 
 
Kataggello – Jesus is Christ 
 
Kataggello – the word of God 
 
Euaggelizo – Jesus and the 
resurrection 
 
Kerusso – the Kingdom of God 
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Acts 20:25 “And indeed, now I know that you all, among whom I have gone preaching 
the kingdom of God, will see my face no more.  
Acts 28:31 preaching the kingdom of God and teaching the things which concern the 
Lord Jesus Christ with all confidence, no one forbidding him. 
 

 
Kerusso – the Kingdom of God 

 

This multiple usage of key words for preaching continues throughout the epistles. The 

rich dynamics of preaching are inherent in these biblical words themselves. It seems 

many preachers today reduce preaching to storytelling or a string of the latest sound 

bites from the most popular Christian authors and ministers. This results in little to no 

transformation in the lives of the people. Therefore, it is especially important to uncover 

the wonderful transformative nature of preaching in the New Testament. We must 

explore the biblical words more deeply to capture the enormous divine capacity of 

preaching. 

 The first word that we briefly described earlier is kerusso. It is one of the two 

primary Greek words used for preaching.  Here are some of the key aspects of this 

word: 

1. to be a herald, to officiate as a herald 

2. to proclaim after the manner of a herald 

3. always with the suggestion of formality, gravity and an authority which must be listened to and obeyed 

4. to publish, proclaim openly: something which has been done 

5. used of the public proclamation of the gospel and matters pertaining to it, made by John the Baptist, by Jesus, by the 

apostles and other Christian teachers 

John the Baptist came preaching. Jesus came preaching and He commanded the 

apostles and others to preach. There is a continual flow of preaching from generation to 

generation.  

• Matt. 3:1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea… 

• Matt. 9:35   Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the 

gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 

• Matt. 10:7 And as you go, preach, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 

• Mark 13:10 And the gospel must first be preached to all the nations. 

• Mark 16:20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word 

through the accompanying signs. Amen. 

This public proclamation aspect of preaching means there is something so important to 

announce that it must be sounded forth without delay and in the full authority of the 

Word and the Spirit. Preaching today is taken too lightly! Many are casually preaching 

rather than standing and delivering God’s word.  

 The second primary Greek word for preaching is euangelizo. Although its Old 

Testament counterpart describes any kind of good news, usage in the New Testament 

portrays a much more specific and dynamic meaning in preaching. 

1. to bring good news, to announce glad tidings 

2. of the joyful tidings of God’s kindness, in particular, of the Messianic blessings 
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3. in the NT used especially of the glad tidings of the coming kingdom of God, and of the salvation to be obtained in it 

through Christ, and of what relates to this salvation 

4. glad tidings are brought to one, one has glad tidings proclaimed to him 

5. to proclaim glad tidings 

6. instruct (men) concerning the things that pertain to Christian salvation 

Good news attracts people. Good news is particularly attractive in the midst of trials and 

tribulations. This may be why Jesus was specifically anointed to preach the gospel to 

the poor (Luke 4:18). The Bible says they gladly heard Him (Mark 12:37). 

• Luke 7:22 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard: that the 

blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the gospel 

preached to them. 

• Luke 9:6 So they departed and went through the towns, preaching the gospel and healing everywhere. 

• Luke 16:16  “The law and the prophets were until John. Since that time the kingdom of God has been 

preached, and everyone is pressing into it. 

• 1Cor. 1:17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the 

cross of Christ should be made of no effect. 

Note how the proclamation of the gospel is all about the cross, salvation, and the 

kingdom of God in Christ Jesus. This preaching is not only about good news but 

provides instruction in these things. We need to return to these life changing dynamics 

in preaching. 

 A third key Greek word in preaching is parrhesiazomai. Although we presented a 

full definition of this word in the segment on the power to preach in chapter one, it is 

especially important here to show it in its broader context of confidence.    

1. to use freedom in speaking, be free spoken 

2. to speak freely 

3. to grow confident, have boldness, show assurance, assume a bold bearing 

Overall confidence is lacking in preaching today. The result is that confidence is also 

lacking in the body of Christ. The Bible reveals that confidence and boldness are linked 

together.  

• Acts 9:27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. And he declared to them how he had seen 

the Lord on the road, and that He had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the 

name of Jesus..  

• Acts 28:30-31   Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own rented house, and received all who came to him, 31 

preaching the kingdom of God and teaching the things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ with all 

confidence, no one forbidding him. 

• Heb. 10:35 Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. 

A growing number of pastors have become fearful of preaching the full counsel of God’s 

word. They have lost their confidence. I sometimes wonder if some preachers actually 

believe in what they are preaching. It is a serious problem when a preacher does not 

believe or even preach on selected portions of God’s word. The good news is that 

confidence in preaching can grow as divine enablement flows through us by the Holy 

Spirit.  
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 Two Greek nouns reveal the official nature of those who preach the gospel and 

the urgency of the message. The first is kerugma.  

1. that which is proclaimed by a herald or public crier, a proclamation by herald 

2. in the NT the message or proclamation of the heralds of God or Christ 

The preacher does not just announce things pertaining to God but also publicly cries out 

for hearers to respond to the message of Christ. The message preached manifests 

God’s word as we discovered earlier (Titus 1:3). It also demonstrates God’s wisdom and 

His power (1Cor. 2:4). We looked at these passages in Chapter 1 but here are a few 

other passages that reflect the same dynamic and confident aspect of God’s word 

flowing through those who preach.  

• Matt. 12:41 The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they 

repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here. 

• Rom. 16:25 Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus 

Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began 

• 1Cor. 1:21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God 

through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 

• 1Cor. 15:14 And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 

• 2Tim. 4:17 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that the message might be preached fully 

through me, and that all the Gentiles might hear. 

Note how preaching calls for a response. It gets the intended results of God. God uses 

preaching to turn us in His direction. The message of Jesus Christ in preaching is the 

greatest message in the world. The message in preaching is urgent and the content is 

essential. Too many preachers are preaching about politics, current events, and societal 

trends today but not in the context of God’s word. Such vain preaching produces a faith 

in people that is empty and meaningless. Leave politics to the politicians, current events 

to journalists, and societal trends to the sociologists. This generation needs to preach 

the message of Christ calling a fallen world to repentance. The second Greek noun is 

kerux.  

1. a herald or messenger vested with public authority, who conveyed the official messages of kings, magistrates, princes, 

military commanders, or who gave a public summons or demand, and performed various other duties. 

2. In the NT God’s ambassador, and the herald or proclaimer of the divine word.  

Preachers live and stay in the Word. To do otherwise is to lose the public trust and 

authority with God and the people.  

• 1Tim. 2:7 …for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle—I am speaking the truth in Christ and not 

lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

• 2Tim. 1:11 to which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. 

• 2Pet. 2:5 …and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of 

righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly; 

Preachers also live the message. This generation of preachers must pursue  

righteousness in their own lives so what is preached has the intended impact upon 

others.  
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 The use of the Greek diaggello and kataggello also appear here and there in the 

New Testament in relation to preaching. Their meaning displays Jesus as the 

messenger sent by God to reveal  the things of God including what He does or has 

done. 

1. To declare, announce, proclaim what God has done with declarations of His acts more than ideas 

2. To declare the perceptible word of life and the things to come 

3. In NT used in accounts of miracles and for God’s message in the narrowest sense with reference to Jesus as God’s 

messenger  

These words proclaim the wonderous works of God in the context of preaching the 

kingdom of God, Christ, the resurrection of the dead in Jesus, and the Gospel.  

• Luke 9:60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.” 

• Acts 4:1-2 Now as they spoke to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees came 

upon them, 2 being greatly disturbed that they taught the people and preached in Jesus the resurrection from 

the dead. 

• 1Cor. 9:14 Even so the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should live from the gospel. 

• Phil. 1:18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I 

rejoice, yes, and will rejoice. 

• Col. 1:28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every 

man perfect in Christ Jesus. 

• 1Pet. 1:12 To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering the things which 

now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent 

from heaven—things which angels desire to look into. 

Reports and testimonies that proclaim the miraculous works of God are needed in 

preaching today. People need to see and hear of what God has done and is doing in 

people’s lives. This builds their faith in the power of God.  

 One final word used to describe preaching in the Bible is lego. This word appears 

in Philip’s crusade at Samaria where it says they all paid close attention to what he 

said (Acts 8:6). This is an incredibly special word.  

1. To utter a sound; to emit a voice in order to make oneself heard 

2. to speak using the tongue or the faculty of speech to utter articulate sounds 

3. lay forth or relate in words a systematic or set discourse 

The emphasis here on preaching is on clarity and form. The preacher is not preaching 

himself. He is a messenger of God. The discourse has been established from above. 

The below Scriptures confirm the speaking being referenced is about preaching.  

• Mark 2:2 Immediately many gathered together, so that there was no longer room to receive them, not even 

near the door. And He preached the word to them. 

• 1Cor. 2:13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit 

teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

• 2Cor. 2:17 For we are not, as so many, peddling the word of God; but as of sincerity, but as from God, we 

speak in the sight of God in Christ. 

• 2Cor. 4:13   And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I believed and therefore I 

spoke,” we also believe and therefore speak, 

• Eph. 6:20 …for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 
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• Phil. 1:14 …and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much more bold 

to speak the word without fear. 

• Col. 4:3 …meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery 

of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 4 that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. 

• 1Th. 2:2, 4 But even after we had suffered before and were spitefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we were 

bold in our God to speak to you the gospel of God in much conflict… 4 But as we have been approved by God 

to be entrusted with the gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who tests our hearts. 

• Titus 2:1, 15 But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine… 15 Speak these things, 

exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you. 

These Scriptures demonstrate a pattern of speaking in preaching that is far beyond 

normal talking. In fact, the connection with the Holy Spirit is so close that it can be said 

that the Holy Spirit is speaking through the preacher. You can be certain that the Holy 

Spirit always speaks with clarity.  

• 1Tim. 4:1-2 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to 

deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared 

with a hot iron… 

The above text makes it clear that it is the Holy Spirit that is speaking. He is speaking 

with clarity and it is not just talk. This is what distinguished preaching from all the other 

speaking words of the Bible. The message is properly laid out and related by the Holy 

Spirit.  

There is also a consistent connection with boldness and preaching without fear. 

The preaching of the Word is being threatened today from many directions. Censorship 

is being crafted against any preaching that opposes postmodern ideologies. There is 

the prospect that certain passages of Scripture will be considered hate speech if 

preached. This is coming just around the corner. Is this generation of preachers ready 

to defend the Word?    

Preaching Examples in the Early Church 

 The early church was a preaching church. There is the sense that everyone 

preached Jesus (Acts 8:4; 11:19-20). Everyone evangelized. Although everyone talked 

and shared about Jesus, there are a few preaching examples in the Bible that provide 

important examples of preaching. Appendix 1 provides a complete list in the book of 

Acts compiled by Kevin Halloran, Content Strategist for Leadership Resources 

International.9 Of course, the earliest examples of preaching in the Early Church are 

that of Peter and the other apostles. Here is the first message spoken immediately 

following the Pentecost experience.  

Preaching Example 1: The Pentecost Message 

• Acts 2:14-36 “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words. 15 For 
these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was spoken by the 

 
9 Leadership Resources International seeks to train pastors and church leaders all over the world to study 
the Word of God in depth using a variety of hermeneutical principles including learning the context of a 
passage and using inductive Bible study methods. 

https://www.leadershipresources.org/
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prophet Joel: 17 “And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams.18 And 
on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; And they shall prophesy. 19 I will 
show wonders in heaven above And signs in the earth beneath: Blood and fire and vapor of smoke. 20 The sun shall 
be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD. 21 
And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall be saved.’ 22 “Men of Israel, hear these 
words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him 
in your midst, as you yourselves also know— 23 Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge 
of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; 24 whom God raised up, having loosed 
the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it. 25 For David says concerning Him: “I 
foresaw the LORD always before my face, For He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken. 26 Therefore my heart 
rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; Moreover my flesh also will rest in hope. 27 For You will not leave my soul in Hades, 
Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; You will make 
me full of joy in Your presence.’ 29 “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both 
dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn 
with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, 
31 he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His 
flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore being exalted to the 
right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you 
now see and hear. 34  “For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: “The LORD said to my Lord, 
‘Sit at My right hand, 35 Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” ’ 36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know 
assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 

• Acts 2:38-39 “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and 
you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar 
off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” 

• Acts 2:40 “Be saved from this perverse generation.” 

 

A brief review of the above message reveals several important characteristics of 

preaching.  

1. Boldness/Confidence – The fact that Peter and the eleven stood up reveals they were all confident in their stance 

(Acts 2:14a). He lifted up his voice which shows that he was also confident in the message and the possibility the 

people would hear. Remember, this is the same Peter who denied Christ and had ran away weeping at the cross. Now 

he is preaching in the power of the Holy Spirit. Now he is taking a stand!  

2. Word Based – Peter uses three segments of the Scriptures and alluded to another in the message (See Joel 2:28-32; 

Psalm 16:8-11; 68:18; 110:1). Peter preached what the Bible says. He had a working knowledge of God’s word. The 

Word of God carried the message by the Spirit.  

3. Christ Centered – Peter continually points listeners to Jesus. The Cross and Resurrection or Christ are emphasized 

as the central features of God’s eternal plan. Jesus is even more than the promised Messiah. He is the LORD of all.   

4. Spirit Driven – Peter presents the Holy Spirit as the Promise of the Father and the fulfillment Joel’s prophecy hundred 

of years before. In addition, the message declares that the Spirit can be received and experienced by those who 

believe.  

5. Prophetic – Peter provides a prophetic foundation for the crucifixion, the resurrection, and the outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit.  

6. Evangelistic – Peter gives a clear call for listeners be saved. He fearlessly describes the generation as perverse 

(Greek skolios – curved or crocked in a wicked way).  

7. Challenging/Impactful – Peter strongly challenges people to repent, be baptized, and to receive the promise of the 

Holy Spirit. These are not suggestions but imperatives to the preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The message 

seriously and thoroughly pierced into the hearts of the people.  Some 3,000 souls were added to the church through 

the message.  

Take a moment to compare the above characteristics with those identified by Kevin 

Halloran in Appendix 2. You will find similar characteristics in what he identifies as 
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apostolic preaching. Now compare these characteristics with the messages you have 

heard recently or during the past year or so. My experience in the United States is that 

many of these characteristics are missing in much of the preaching. A hyper grace 

message has replaced many of these biblical characteristics that dominated the 

preaching of the Early Church. The time has come for this generation to stand and 

deliver the Word! This generation must rediscover and reclaim the apostolic preaching 

of the Early Church.  

 The second preaching example in the Early Church contains all the same 

characteristics of the first.  

Preaching Example 2: The Message at  Solomon’s Portico 

Acts 3:11-26 Now as the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the porch 
which is called Solomon’s, greatly amazed. 12 So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: “Men of Israel, why do you 
marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the 
presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go. 14 But you denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a 
murderer to be granted to you, 15 and killed the Prince of life, whom God raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses. 16 
And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes 
through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. 26 “Yet now, brethren, I know that you did it in 
ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would 
suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing 
may come from the presence of the Lord, 20 and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, 21 whom 
heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets 
since the world began. 22 For Moses truly said to the fathers, “The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from 
your brethren. Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you. 23 And it shall be that every soul who will not hear that 
Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the people.’ 24 Yes, and all the prophets, from Samuel and those who follow, as 
many as have spoken, have also foretold these days. 25 You are sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made 
with our fathers, saying to Abraham, “And in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ 26 To you first, God, having 
raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities.” 

 

The preacher must understand that the message of God cannot be compromised. The 

preaching that displays the characteristics of the Early Church penetrates the hearts 

and minds of the hearers with different results.  

• Acts 4:1-4 Now as they spoke to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees came 

upon them, 2 being greatly disturbed that they taught the people and preached in Jesus the resurrection from 

the dead. 3 And they laid hands on them, and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 
4 However, many of those who heard the word believed; and the number of the men came to be about five 

thousand. 

You know you have effectively preached the Word when it results in a riot and revival at 

the same time. One point that can be easily overlooked is that the Bible documents that 

they spoke (laleo) to the people. Remember, laleo is one of the preaching words we 

examined earlier. I believe this is evidence they were team preaching. I am a firm 

believer in the 5-Fold ministry in preaching and teaching (Eph. 4:11-16). Our 5-Fold 

Global equipping teams display this strategic team approach on every mission operation 

to the nations.  
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 One final preaching example to present comes from Paul.  

Preaching Example 3: The Synagogue Message at Antioch 

Acts 13:16-41 Then Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said, “Men of Israel, and you who fear God, listen: 17 The God 
of this people Israel chose our fathers, and exalted the people when they dwelt as strangers in the land of Egypt, and with an 
uplifted arm He brought them out of it. 18 Now for a time of about forty years He put up with their ways in the wilderness. 19 And 
when He had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, He distributed their land to them by allotment. 20 “After that He 
gave them judges for about four hundred and fifty years, until Samuel the prophet. 21 And afterward they asked for a king; so 
God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 And when He had removed him, He 
raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, “I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after 
My own heart, who will do all My will.’ 23 From this man’s seed, according to the promise, God raised up for Israel a Savior—
Jesus— 24 after John had first preached, before His coming, the baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 25 And as 
John was finishing his course, he said, “Who do you think I am? I am not He. But behold, there comes One after me, the sandals 
of whose feet I am not worthy to loose.’ 26 “Men and brethren, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear 
God, to you the word of this salvation has been sent. 27 For those who dwell in Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they did 
not know Him, nor even the voices of the Prophets which are read every Sabbath, have fulfilled them in condemning Him. 28 
And though they found no cause for death in Him, they asked Pilate that He should be put to death. 29 Now when they had 
fulfilled all that was written concerning Him, they took Him down from the tree and laid Him in a tomb. 30 But God raised Him 
from the dead. 31 He was seen for many days by those who came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are His witnesses 
to the people. 32 And we declare to you glad tidings—that promise which was made to the fathers. 33 God has fulfilled this for 
us their children, in that He has raised up Jesus. As it is also written in the second Psalm: “You are My Son, Today I have 
begotten You.’ 34 And that He raised Him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, He has spoken thus: “I will give you 
the sure mercies of David.’ 35 Therefore He also says in another Psalm: “You will not allow Your Holy One to see corruption.’ 
36  “For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell asleep, was buried with his fathers, and saw 
corruption; 37 but He whom God raised up saw no corruption. 38 Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through this Man 
is preached to you the forgiveness of sins; 39 and by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things from which you could 
not be justified by the law of Moses. 40 Beware therefore, lest what has been spoken in the prophets come upon you: 41 “Behold, 
you despisers, Marvel and perish! For I work a work in your days, A work which you will by no means believe, Though one were 
to declare it to you.’ ” 

 

Paul delivered this message about 15 years after the Pentecost message. Don’t you 

find it remarkable how they all display the same preaching characteristics with similar 

results? 

• Acts 13:42-47 So when the Jews went out of the synagogue, the Gentiles begged that these words might be 

preached to them the next Sabbath. 43 Now when the congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and 

devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the 

grace of God. 44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city came together to hear the word of God. 45 But when 

the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy; and contradicting and blaspheming, they opposed the 

things spoken by Paul. 46 Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, “It was necessary that the word of God 

should be spoken to you first; but since you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, 

behold, we turn to the Gentiles. 47 For so the Lord has commanded us: “I have set you as a light to the 

Gentiles, That you should be for salvation to the ends of the earth.’ ” 

Note again that Paul and Barnabas are both speaking to the people immediately 

following the preaching of Paul. The same preaching word appears. This generation 

needs to discover this level of teamwork in preaching. In addition, I encourage young 

preachers to examine more of the preaching examples of the Early Church in Appendix 

1. They are all unique and display these key preaching characteristics. These examples  

serve as models for preaching today.   
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The Focus of Preaching 

 Preaching is too generalized today. What do I mean? The focus and content of 

what is preached is often on a topic or subject that is too broad. What do you preach? 

One would say, I preach the Bible! Another says, I preach Jesus! Another, I preach the 

gospel! Although true, these are much too general to move the hearts of listeners 

toward faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Many of the preaching characteristics discussed in 

the previous section are missing today. Therefore, in this section we must take a closer 

look at the specifics of what was preached in the Early Church.  We will need to look at 

the many references to preaching in the New Testament to identify what was preached 

to discover the main focus in each context. It is important to begin with what Jesus 

preached and what He instructed His disciples to preach. The following passages 

clearly unveil His preaching focus. 

• Matt. 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

• Mark 1:14-15 Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of 

God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the 

gospel.” 

The above passages clearly focus on four main points:  

1. The appointed time of God 

2. The nearness of the Kingdom of God  

3. The call for repentance.  

4. The call to believe in Jesus 

Each of these focusses form a consistent preaching pattern throughout the New 

Testament. It is important to understand that the fulfilled time Jesus was preaching 

about is referring to a window of time.10 He is not speaking of time in general or 

chronological time but a specific period or season of time where there is unprecedented 

opportunity. It was the time spoken of by the prophets and is now fulfilled. Often Jesus 

mentioned in preaching that His coming was what was spoken in the Scriptures and the 

prophets. 

• Matt. 26:56 But all this was done that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” 

• Luke 18:31   Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all 

things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of Man will be accomplished. 

• Luke 24:25-27 Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have 

spoken! 26 Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 And beginning at 

Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 

• John 1:45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also 

the prophets, wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 

• John 6:45 It is written in the prophets, “And they shall all be taught by God.’ Therefore everyone who has 

heard and learned from the Father comes to Me. 

• Acts 3:18 But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, 

He has thus fulfilled. 

 
10 The Greek Kairos means an appointed time, an opportune moment, or a due season. 
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• Acts 3:Yes, and all the prophets, from Samuel and those who follow, as many as have spoken, have also 

foretold these days. 

The above Scriptures pose only a sampling of all the occurrences that confirm that one 

of the strong focusses in preaching was a prophetic one leading up to the appointed 

time of God. It is an opportune time built upon the Scriptures and all the prophets. Paul 

clearly refers to the same understanding of the appointed time in which we live. 

• 2Cor. 6:2 For He says: “In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you.” 

Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 

The preaching today needs to proceed with this same focus upon a moment of 

opportunity for people to be saved and lives to be changed for the glory of God. 

 The focus of preaching in the Bible also includes the declaration that the 

Kingdom of God is near or at hand. The Kingdom of God was the central theme of 

Jesus. There are 61 separate sayings of the Kingdom of God in the synoptic gospels 

and 85 when parallel passages are included. Only two occurrences are in the Gospel of 

John when Jesus preached on being born again (John 3:3, 5). These passages focus 

on seeing and entering the Kingdom of God via the born-again experience. Much of the 

preaching today conditions people to procrastinate or delay seeking the LORD. This is 

completely opposite in the preaching of Jesus and the Early Church. The time is now, 

and the Kingdom is at the door in Christ.     

• Matt. 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

• Matt. 10:7 And as you go, preach, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 

• Luke 9:60   Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.” 

• Luke 10:9 And heal the sick there, and say to them, “The kingdom of God has come near to you.’  

• Matt. 12:28 But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you. 

• Rom. 13:12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let 

us put on the armor of light. 

• Phil. 4:5 Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 

• James 5:8 You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 

• 1Pet. 4:7 But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers. 

• Rev. 22:10 And he said to me, “Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand. 

The above passages overwhelmingly demonstrate the need to preach the Kingdom of 

God but also to proclaim a sense of urgency in the matter. In Christ, the Kingdom of 

God approaches. It closes in on us in such a way that there is nothing left to do but 

respond. This urgency is lacking in preaching today. However, this is not the case with 

5-Fold Global partners like Dr. Samuel J. Isong of Nigeria. I want you to take a look at 

these brief sermon notes recently taken by a young leader in the midst followed by a 

brief exhortation by this anointed preacher. 

• HIGHLIGHT OF GOD'S WORD TODAY BY DADDY ISONG* (Sunday, June 22, 2020) 

• Understanding the time and understanding yourself (2Thes. 2:1-4) 

• Don't be ignorant of the time, because there'll be a falling away of many. 

• You should be very conscious of yourself, know whom you are so that you won't drift away. 

• Put yourself in the place where you cannot disappoint God. Know that God is depending on you.  
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• Mind yourself so you won't be among the falling. 

• The church could be raptured at any time, how prepared are you? 

• Is your life representing Christ right now? 

• Can God be proud of you as a real ambassador of the kingdom? 

• What are you doing with your life right now? 

• Meditate on this word and live with this consciousness from now on 

• God bless you and do have a glorious week ahead 

• We love you 

• Exhortation: "Indeed, God is still speaking, His love for His Church is amazing. Time is short for Church. Antichrist is 

pushing strongly but the Church has to be raptured before his full operations. This is the only time to evangelize, plant 

churches, open house fellowships. It is time for the Church to be on fire. It is time to return to the basic being of house 

church. It is time to demonstrate the power of God through the fire of the Holy Spirit." Dr. Samuel J. Isong 

I hope you can see the urgency this recent message produced in the young leader. I am 

certain it had the same effect upon those who were present. I urge this generation to 

heed the instructions of Jesus and preach the Kingdom of God and its nearness in 

particular because many are falling away. Call them back by preaching what Jesus said 

to preach! 

 Preaching in and of itself has a built-in cry or call for a response. Haddon 

Robinson brings this out in his definition of preaching: 

“Preach means “to cry out, herald, or exhort.”  Preachers should pour out the message with passion and fervor in order to stir 

souls.  Not all passionate pleading from a pulpit, however, possesses divine authority.  When preachers speak as heralds, they 

must cry out “the Word.”  Anything less cannot legitimately pass for Christian preaching.”11  

There is an inherent imperative nature in preaching. It has been established by divine 

authority. Many preachers today have lost this imperative focus. And those who 

recognize it seem to have settled for more of an informational message followed by a 

very brief prayer formula of decision making for Jesus. The impact of genuine 

repentance and transformative lifestyle change is considerably reduced or weakened. 

Therefore, the imperative of Jesus to repent, and believe in the gospel becomes little 

more than a mental and verbal acknowledgment absent of a complete turning or even 

returning to the LORD. I recall at the end of 2012 when the Spirit led me to visit ten local 

churches in my area to get an idea of what was being preached. The first thing I noticed 

was the total absence of the word repent or repentance in any message. The focus of 

the messages in these Evangelical, Pentecostal, and Charismatic churches was on 

grace and love with some self-help steps or thoughts for the week. How can this be 

when Jesus Himself says that we need to be most zealous to repent?   

• Rev. 3:19-20 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the 

door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he 

with Me. 

We need to return again to focus on repentance and the remission of sins. This focus is 

integral throughout the preaching in the New Testament. Its removal today is a death 

sentence when seen in the light of a person’s eternal destiny. This is because we all will 

 
11 Robinson, p. 20 
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perish unless we repent! This is what God’s word says! Jesus and the Early Church 

preached it! Look at what Jesus preached when told about the Galileans killed by Pilate 

and the eighteen people accidently killed when the tower at Siloam fell upon them.  

• Luke 13:3 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish. 

• Luke 13:5 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish. 

The Early Church obeyed the instructions of Jesus to preach repentance. It was not a 

suggestion to them. They did not preach repentance as an option. It was a command! 

• Acts 17:30-31 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to 

repent, 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man 

whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.” 

Therefore, it is nothing less than disobedience to remove repentance from preaching to 

focus on something else. The repentance and call to believe in the gospel is to be 

preached to the nations. This is heaven’s command, and it bears the name of Jesus. 

• Luke 24:46-49 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and 

to rise from the dead the third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His 

name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And you are witnesses of these things. 49 Behold, I send the 

Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on 

high.” 

It is God’s will that people come to repentance. Repentance is intimately connected with 

receiving the love of Jesus Christ. 

• 2Pet. 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward 

us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 

I believe there is a remnant beginning to rise up. They will go forth preaching in such a 

way that the Word and the Spirit will cut so deeply into the hearts of people and will 

produce true repentance and faith in Jesus.    

The Foolishness of Preaching 

 God designated preaching as the primary avenue to spread the gospel of Christ 

throughout the world. This is confusing to man because he views preaching as absolute 

foolishness. Paul’s message to the Corinthians sheds light on this idea of the 

foolishness of preaching and why God in His wisdom chose this avenue for 

proclamation. 

• 1Cor. 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing 

the understanding of the prudent.” 20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this 

age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 

through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save 

those who believe. 22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ 

crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 24 but to those who are called, both 

Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser 

than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26 For you see your calling, brethren, that not many 
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wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. 27 But God has chosen the foolish 

things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to 

shame the things which are mighty; 28 and the base things of the world and the things which are despised 

God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, 29 that no flesh should 

glory in His presence. 30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption— 31 that, as it is written, “He who glories, let him glory in 

the LORD.” 

What does Paul mean by saying the message preached is foolishness. Note how the 

word appears throughout these verses. The Greek moros forms the root of the six 

occurrences in this excerpt of his message. The word speaks of absurdity, dullness, 

silliness, and simple stupidity. This is not a good word when it comes to preaching. 

However, Paul’s message clearly presents two assessments or perspectives of the 

message preached: The world’s assessment and God’s.  

The World’s Assessment  God’s Assessment  

Absurd & Stupid Power of God 

Perishing Saved 

Wisdom of the world Wisdom of God 

Do not know God Know God 

Weakness Strength 

Glory in the flesh Glory in the LORD 

 

The world seems to be stuck in a moral stupidity when it comes to sin and wickedness. 

The message of the cross has become a laughing matter to many. Too many preachers 

have capitulated with the world. Even a casual look at their preaching reveals the 

content lacks the fire of God’s word to change lives. The arm of the flesh and the 

wisdom of man never produces the power of God to change lives. 

 The Early Church understood the importance of God’s assessment of preaching. 

They fully embraced the truth that this was the means God had chosen to spread the 

gospel message to the world. The message of the cross (Ὁ λόγος γὰρ ὁ τοῦ σταυροῦ) 

was most essential. This was the logos, God’s word, uttered by a living voice. The topic 

was God’s. This is completely evident in their preaching and in what they say about 

preaching.  

• I Peter 1:23-25 …having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God 

which lives and abides forever, 24 because “All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of the 

grass. The grass withers, And its flower falls away, 25 But the word of the LORD endures forever.” Now this is 

the word which by the gospel was preached to you. 

• Rom. 1:14-16 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. 15 So, as much as is 

in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also. 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 

Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the 

Greek. 

• 2Tim. 4:1-5 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the 

dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, 

rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound 

doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves 
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teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be 

watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

Notice the serious and specific nature of Peter and Paul’s understanding of preaching in 

the above Scriptures. There is not one ounce of foolishness in their approach to 

preaching. They were a living voice to speak what God says. They preached both the 

logos and the rhema. Peter uses both words in reference to God’s word. What is the 

difference? The Spirit Filled Life Study Bible says it best: 

“Rhema – That which is said or spoken, an utterance, in contrast to logos, which is the expression of a thought, a message, a 

discourse. Logos is the message; rhema is the communication of the message. In reference to the Bible, logos is the Bible in its 

entirety; rhema is a verse from the Bible. The meaning of rhema in distinction to logos is illustrated in Ephesians 6:17, where the 

reference is not to the Scriptures as a whole, but to that portion which the believer wields as a sword in time of need.”12     

Both the logos and rhema endure forever in the preaching of the Word. It is the same 

powerful Word and message Paul is not ashamed of preaching. In fact, he was ready 

and willing with great passion to preach the Word. And he also commanded young 

Timothy to do the same.  

 There is a disconnect with the biblical attitude and approach to preaching today. 

Therefore, the urgent need for preaching is diminished. Richard Ramash whose training 

seminars on preaching have been field tested for thousands of preachers around the 

world agrees with this. He says, Preaching the Bible has become secondary in the 

hierarchy of ministry tasks, and the urgent needs of society extract the primary energy 

of the preacher.13 This generation must rise up to rediscover and reclaim the preaching 

of the Bible. It is a most serious matter today!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
12 Spirit Filled Study Bible (2019), Word Wealth 4:4., p. 1360. 
13 Ramesh Richard. Preparing Expository Sermons: A Seven Step Method for Biblical Preaching (2001, 
2007). Baker Publishing Group: Grand Rapids, MI, p. 17. 
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Chapter 3: How to Preach 

Preparing to Preach 

 Preaching is not an easy task. It requires a strict obedience to God and also a 

disciplined preparation in prayer and in the Word. I recall a young leader who 

disenrolled in my preaching course before it even began. Her reason: I do not need it 

because once I step behind the pulpit the Holy Spirit always gives me what to speak. 

Although I shared with her that I have on occasion had the same experience, she would 

not accept that God also gives messages ahead of time that demand study and 

preparation including research and notetaking and other academic disciplines before 

preaching. Some believe to preach with notes is not being led by the Spirit, however, I 

can always tell when a preacher has not done his or her homework. I like what my dear 

friend and 5-Fold Global partner, Dr. Gerald Ole-Guyaine of Tanzania recently posted. 

 

Most messages require much prayer and labor in His word to develop and to effectively 

deliver by the same Spirit. This chapter is dedicated to the mechanics of strategic and 

targeted sermon preparation.  

 Three burdens are upon the preacher: (1) the burden of prayer; (2) the burden of 

the Word; (3) the burden for the people. These burdens can become quite heavy if the 

preacher does not engage in preparation fully aligned with God’s Word and Spirit. I will 

cover the burden of prayer at the conclusion of this equipping manual but let it suffice 

here to say Paul requested prayer to be able to preach as I ought to speak (Eph. 6:20; 

Col. 4:3). One context dealt with boldness and the other with making the word of God 

manifest or known through the message. This requires the utmost preparation. Paul 

saw himself as entrusted with the gospel by God. He also passed this onto the new 

generation instructing Timothy and Titus to Preach the Word (2Tim. 4:2) and to speak 

the things which are proper for sound doctrine (Titus 2:1, 15). This means the 

message has to fit with what the Bible says. Therefore, the preacher is a worker! 
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• 2Tim. 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word  

The above verse is noticeably clear when it comes to preaching. The Greek spoudazo 

means to use speed, to make every effort, to study, to labor over, to do one’s best. Too 

many lazy preachers today! This is one of the reasons why there is so much doctrinal 

division in the church. Preachers aligned with denominational doctrine over God’s word 

ought to be ashamed of themselves. Preachers who seek to please the people with 

humorous and entertaining messages are incorrectly applying and misusing the Word of 

Truth. Others may say good sermon to them but there is no piercing of the heart and no 

life change. The success of their preaching is determined by the number of likes they 

get instead of the number of conversions. The Bible indicates that you cannot 

accurately dissect or make a straight cut to apply God’s word unless you pray and toil in 

the Word. 

The Holy Spirit asks, Where is the burden of the Word in this generation? The 

prophets Zechariah and Malachi speak of the burden of the word of the LORD (Zech. 

9:1; 12:1; Mal. 1:1). It is evident that all the prophets shared this burden particularly 

when it came to a difficult message that spoke of consequences if the people refused to 

repent and turn back to God. Many preachers today avoid such messages, so God’s 

people have become dull of hearing and many sermons have also become dull unless 

the preacher has some celebrity status or appeal. The people of God are hungry and 

thirsty for the Word and Spirit of God today. But the word of God must be correctly 

disseminated. For example, many, including politicians and unbelievers alike say, the 

truth will set you free. They apply this to numerous situations without any context. But 

what does the Bible say? Pay close attention! 

• John 8:31-32 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples 

indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”   

Note the emphasis on if you abide in My word. It is God’s word that is truth! And, 

when you know God’s word it is that truth that sets you free. This may seem like a 

simple point, but it can be life changing in the context of preaching the Word. 

Remember, the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth (John 14:16-17) and Jesus declared the 

Word is the Word of Truth (John 17:17). The two work together in perfect union in the 

preaching of the Word.   

 I will close this section with a life changing experience when it comes to the 

preaching of God’s word. My first church assignment in ministry was with a small 

struggling mission church in the mountains of Idaho. Even as a young man I preached 

the full counsel of God’s word to them and God caused the church to grow by the power 

of the Holy Spirit. However, I lacked self-confidence and would ask my wife, Sally, after 

each service what she thought of my preaching and also her assessment of what the 

people thought of the message. This continued for weeks until one day she wisely 

handed me a packed lunch and pointed to a high mountain. Her words still echo in my 

mind. You see that mountain. You go up there and do not come back until you have it 



pg. 32 
 

settled with God! I immediately climbed that mountain because I knew she had heard 

from God. It was a clear day in Big Sky Country. No breeze and incredibly beautiful. I 

was totally alone. I stripped myself bare before the LORD and sought His face 

prostrated at first on the ground. Then I stood up with my open bible in my hand. 

Suddenly, a wind blew across the mountaintop. The pages of my Bible blew to and fro 

finally landing at one place. When I looked down, I read. 

• Ezek. 2:1-10 And He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet, and I will speak to you.” 2 Then the Spirit 

entered me when He spoke to me, and set me on my feet; and I heard Him who spoke to me. 3 And He said to 

me: “Son of man, I am sending you to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against Me; 

they and their fathers have transgressed against Me to this very day. 4 For they are impudent and stubborn 

children. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord GOD.’ 5 As for them, 

whether they hear or whether they refuse—for they are a rebellious house—yet they will know that a prophet 

has been among them. 6 “And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them nor be afraid of their words, though 

briers and thorns are with you and you dwell among scorpions; do not be afraid of their words or dismayed by 

their looks, though they are a rebellious house. 7 You shall speak My words to them, whether they hear or 

whether they refuse, for they are rebellious. 8 But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Do not be rebellious 

like that rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” 9 Now when I looked, there was a hand 

stretched out to me; and behold, a scroll of a book was in it. 10 Then He spread it before me; and there was 

writing on the inside and on the outside, and written on it were lamentations and mourning and woe. 

The central message I received from this experience was not to fear or be dismayed at 

what the people think or how they respond to the message but to speak the Word 

whether they hear or forbear to hear. It was shortly after this that God began to reveal 

there was sin in the church with at least six prominent members engaged in sexual 

immorality. I was able to preach the full counsel of God’s word in this situation and other 

difficult assignments because of this principle. It has guided me in preaching to this very 

day. It takes a lot of work to preach the Word of truth, but we must do it because of our 

love for God and the people. The Bible presents sound and healthy doctrine. God does 

not approve of lazy preachers. The Holy Spirit calls this generation to labor in prayer 

and His word. Now, let us turn our attention to some important mechanics in preaching. 

Textual and Topical Preaching 

Textual and topical preaching are two kinds of biblical exposition that have 

dominated pulpits for ages. Each have specific features, strengths, and weaknesses in 

preaching.  

Features   

• Topical – preacher chooses the theme and governs the development of the sermon 

• Textual – text provides the theme and governs the purpose, parameters, and preparation of the 
sermon 

Strengths 

• Topical – immediate relevance and somewhat easier to do 

• Textual – long-term relevance and requires discipline on the preacher’s part 
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Weaknesses 

• Topical – text is at the mercy of the preacher and energy is wasted on choosing the topic for each 
sermon 

• Textual – preacher is at the mercy of the text, requires discipline, and the preacher may get stuck 
in exegetical trivia 

Topical preaching has certainly replaced textual or expository preaching in the 21st 

century. Although topical series have proven to be beneficial in increasing overall 

knowledge on given biblical subjects, it lends itself to longer presentations with little 

attention given to application beyond some self-help steps. In addition, proof texting 

becomes a common practice to support the topic. More attention seemingly is on the 

preacher rather than the text in topical preaching. On the other hand, textual or 

expository preaching has been long associated with theological education which has 

undergone drastic devaluation in the past years. Much of this has been by its own doing 

with their adoption of historical criticism of the Bible and a liberal approach to Scripture. 

However, there is a particularly important value inherent in expository preaching that 

has been lost today. This generation needs to recover the value of expository 

preaching. Therefore, I will concentrate most attention on textual or expository 

preaching in this chapter. Before we do so, there are some terms to remember: 

• Theology – taken from two Greek words, theos and lego meaning the study of God. Websters dictionary defines 

theology as the study of religion and religious doctrine. 

• Homiletics – the art or practice of sermonizing 

• Homily – a sermon or lecture often to teach a practical lesson 

• Hermeneutics - the theory and methodology of interpretation, especially the interpretation of biblical texts, wisdom 

literature, and philosophical texts. Hermeneutics is the art of understanding and of making oneself understood. 

Hermeneutics is, therefore, the science of interpretation, Exegesis, the application of this science to the word of God. 

• Exposition – a public exhibition; a detailed explanation 

I may use some of these technical terms in this study so it is good to be aware of them 

so you will have a point of reference. 

Topical and textual preaching both claim to preach the Scriptures. However, you 

will discover quickly that expository preaching is preaching the Scriptures! Robinson 

provides the following definition of expository preaching: 

“Expository preaching is the communication of a biblical concept, derived from and transmitted through a historical, grammatical, 

and literary study of a passage in its context, which the Holy Spirit first applies to the personality and experience of the preacher, 

then through the preacher, applies to the hearers.”14 

The above definition may at first appear less spiritual to some, but it actually involves 

boldly proclaiming a central truth that is gained by intense study of a passage or 

passages of Scripture. It is then applied by the Holy Spirit. There is nothing, in my view, 

less spiritual about that. In expository preaching, the passage of Scripture governs the 

sermon. For this reason, Robinson is correct to point out:   

 
14 Robinson. p. 21 
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“In approaching a passage, we must be willing to reexamine our doctrinal convictions and to reject the judgments of our most 

respected teachers.  We must make a U-turn in our own previous understandings of the Bible should these conflict with the 

concepts of the biblical writer.”15  

A close examination of several key points of expository preaching confirms why 

serious young leaders need to rediscover its importance today. 

• The passage of Scripture governs the sermon. 

• The authority resides in the biblical text. 

• The study of the biblical text reveals the central concept or proposition of a passage. 

• The preacher lives the message before he or she preaches it to others. 

• Application gives expository preaching purpose. 

• The sermon should be a bullet, not buckshot 

Although the methodology causes some to conclude the process to be less spiritual, the 

above points say something different. Some theologians do get so wrapped up in the 

hermeneutical process that they fail to see or allow the Holy Spirit to guide the way. This 

generation must engage the Holy Spirit from beginning to end in the development of 

every God given message. You can never give too much attention to the Holy Spirit in 

preaching. With these key points in mind, expositors think in three areas according to 

Robinson: 

“Expositors think in three areas. First, as exegetes, we struggle with the meanings of the biblical writer.  Then, as people of God, 

we wrestle with how God wants to change us.  Finally, as preachers, we ponder what God wants to say to the congregation 

through us.”16 

Note the focus on change. God’s purpose in preaching is to transform us and those who 

hear us. The impact is through the Word and Spirit. In this regard, Ramesh Richard 

provides another interesting definition for expository preaching: 

“Expository preaching is the contemporization of the central proposition of a biblical text that is derived from proper methods of 

interpretation and declared through effective means of communication to inform minds, instruct hearers, and influence behavior 

toward godliness.”17 

The above definition views contemporizing as the main task of the expository preacher, 

but how you get there is the task that lies before us.  

Ten Stages of Sermon Preparation 

 Three questions need to be asked about the content of an expository message or 

any preaching message.  

1. Have I expounded what the text exposes? 

2. Have I expressed its central proposition in clear and contemporary terms? 

3. Have I exposed the audience to God’s truth and claims for learning and obedience? 

If these questions are positively answered in the affirmative, then we can confidently 

expect the Word and Spirit to do their work in the hearts and minds of the hearers. But 

 
15 Robinson., p.22 
16 Ibid., p. 27 
17 Richard. p. 19 
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how do we get there? Robinson provides a preparation process of ten stages 

accompanied by a seven step Scripture sculpture process. 

Ten Stages for 
Sermon Preparation

 Selecting the passage
 Studying the passage
 Discovering the exegetical idea
 Analyzing the exegetical idea
 Formulating the homiletical idea
 Determining the sermon’s purpose
 Deciding how to accomplish this purpose
 Outlining the sermon
 Filling in the sermon outline
 Preparing the introduction and conclusion 

 

Initially, the above stages appear overwhelming. They have been taught in homiletic 

courses in seminaries for decades. Even a casual observer would feel that this is an 

unreasonable task for a preacher. I must confess that I never rigidly followed these 

stages in sermon preparation beyond my seminary days, but I still practice many of the 

main features. This is particularly the case in selecting what to preach and the in-depth 

study and exegesis of passages and topics to discover by the Spirit the main points and 

central purpose of the Scripture or topic under consideration. Often, I will outline my 

findings and sometimes with introductions and conclusions. I spend time praying 

through what is being revealed and over the delivery of the message and its application 

to the people. I am not recommending that you routinely follow every stage of sermon 

preparation, however, I have discovered that learning these mechanics in preaching can 

be immensely helpful. Therefore, I will present an overview of the more important 

aspects to help this generation return to the depth of the Word and Spirit of God in 

preaching. There are too many fly by the seat of their pants preachers with a string of 

Saturday night specials. What do I mean? I mean a congregation cannot survive or 

grow on a steady diet of a preacher’s personal revelations and devotions with 

entertaining sound bites and storytelling. Motivational speaking is not the same as 

preaching the word of God in the power of the Holy Spirit. People need the spiritual milk 

and the meat of God’s Word to grow and mature in Christ. The life, fire, and power are 

in the Word and the Spirit. The Holy Spirit always honors the Word. Therefore, an 

overview of a number of these stages will be beneficial.   

How do you select the passage or section of Scripture to preach? Robinson 

makes an important point here: While all Scripture is profitable, not every Scripture 

possesses equal profit for a congregation at a particular time.18 I always admired 

pastors who would spend a few days in prayer at the end of each year and outline all 

the preaching topics and series for the upcoming year. There is value in doing this, 

 
18 Robinson, p. 54. 
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however, it can hinder one from preaching a word in season if followed too rigidly. Some 

still follow preaching calendars and church lectionaries. Others select specific books of 

the Bible to preach on. There is value in all of these tools. But remember Paul’s 

instruction to Timothy: 

• Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and 

teaching. 

The readiness in the above verse literally means to stand upon the preaching of the 

Word with equal urgency when in a time of need or not. Young leaders must accept that 

preaching and teaching the Word is their God-given task. And it must be accomplished 

in the Spirit with utmost patience and endurance. Look at these three imperatives and 

identify any that are missing in preaching today: 

1. Convince (elegcho) – reprove, convict, refute 

2. Rebuke (epitimao) – censure, admonish, forbid, strictly charge 

3. Exhort (parakaleo) – urge, call aloud, comfort 

You are most likely correct if you at least identified the first two. More preachers than we 

care to admit avoid selecting passages and topics they deem difficult or insensitive. 

They prefer the soft raiment message to that of John the Baptist or Apostle Paul. The 

selection of the passage or section to be preached needs to be well timed or aligned 

with what the Spirit says to the churches. Here are some recommendations on how to 

select the passage for expository preaching and topical preaching. 

Expository Preaching Topical Preaching 

Read through the Biblical book or sections several times Begin with a subject or topic 

Divide into portions or preaching segments 
 

Look for a passage or passages that relate to it 

Base your selection on the natural literary divisions of the 
material 

Examine the passages in their respective context 

Search for the biblical writer’s ideas Select the passages that most clearly address the topic 

 

The above points are not replacements for prayer and the Holy Spirit but onramps to the 

passage or topic highlighted by the Spirit. Once the selection is made with the help of 

the Holy Spirit it is time to study. 

A Seven Step Scripture Sculpture Process 

 The biblical exegesis of Scripture is rather shallow in sermon preparation today. 

In this section I want to build the confidence of young leaders in studying the Scripture 

in preparation for preaching. The following seven step Scripture sculpture process 

provides an excellent guideline.  

 

 



pg. 37 
 

A Seven Step Scripture 
Sculpture Process

 Study the text

 Structure the text

 The central proposition of the text

 The purpose bridge

 The central proposition of the 
sermon

 Structure the sermon

 Preach the sermon

 

 

What do you look for as you study the text? You look for personal and preaching 

application points. As you study the text, you pray to see the details of the text and you 

seek meaning from those details. You also try to state what you think the author is 

talking about (subject or theme) and what major assertions the biblical writer is making 

about the topic. These will be bullet points. Ramesh Richard points out that what you 

see in the text or topic is a result of the questions you ask.  

“Your study of the text will deal with all the details you can see in the text.  Your conclusions from the study of the text will result 

from the questions you ask of the details of a given passage and your answers to those questions.”19 

Of course, it is imperative that you allow the details of the text you are studying to 

provide the answers to your questions. This avoids the danger of reading your own 

ideas into the text.  

 A number of important principles exist for studying a passage or topic for 

preaching. We refer to these as rules of exposition. 

• Every book of the Bible was written by an intelligent author under the supervision of the Holy Spirit. 

• It is possible to preach effectively without knowing the original languages of the Bible. 

• The basic unit of Bible study is not the verse or sentence, but the paragraph. 

• The goal of all interpretation is to recover the author’s intention. 

• It is best to first study the text for yourself prior to consulting commentaries and what others say about the text. 

• Your principle must be drawn from the text rather than imposed upon it.  

• The editing and cutting of your sermon to fit an allotted time should be done in the study rather than in the pulpit.  

I would only add to the above rules one that has served me well through the years. That 

is to allow Scripture to interpret Scripture. The interpretation of given passages of 

Scripture must flow from Genesis to Revelation. This is crucial to the development of 

every sermon.  

 
19 Richard, p. 34 
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There is something that every preacher must understand in regard to 

interpretation. In fact, the Bible says we need to know this first meaning at the beginning 

of preaching:  

• 2Pet. 1:20-21 …knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, 21 for prophecy 

never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

There are at least three dangers of interpretation of Scripture: 

1. Misinterpretation- assigning the wrong meaning to the passage. 

2. Sub-interpretation – failure to ascertain the full meaning of the passage. 

3. Super-interpretation – attributing more significance to the passage than is actually implicit in it. 

Each of these dangers seriously affect the message and endanger the spiritual welfare 

of people. This generation of preachers must ask themselves before God and His Word: 

“Do you, as a preacher, endeavor to bend your thought to the Scriptures, or do you use 

the Scriptures to support your thought?”20 I pray you can see why thorough study of the 

text or topic is needed. You must seek the meaning of the passage you are studying to 

avoid interpretations pertaining to self. How do you do this? You ask questions. You 

pray. You answer questions. You pray. You analyze answers. You pray. You apply 

answers. You do this with one thing in mind: What you preach ought to change lives! 

 A thorough study of Scripture involves a close examination of the following items:  

Biblical Exegesis of Scripture

 The Context

 Word Studies

 Grammatical Keys

 Commentaries

 

Remember, you are looking for the central proposition or exegetical idea of the 

passage. Here are some important practical questions to ask: 

• Does the subject fit all the parts? 

• Is it too broad? 

• Is it too narrow? 

• Does it accurately describe what the passage is talking about? 

 
20 Robinson. Kindle Edition, Loc. 181-182. 
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Once you discover this with the help of the Holy Spirit you are onto the Word of Truth 

that the sermon will be built around. Although it is important not to get bogged down 

with what Robinson calls exegetical trivia, you must closely examine the context of 

Scripture, the meaning of key words, grammatical keys, and commentaries. I typically 

hold off consulting commentaries until I have completed my own study. Robinson has a 

famous quote that has been frequently repeated by ministers around the world: The text 

without the context is a pretext.21 Therefore, he provides the general principle to base 

the sermon on a literary unit of biblical thought.22 This is because the Bible was not 

originally written with chapters and verses in mind, but complete units or books. One 

practical way to do this when the Holy Spirit has focused your attention on a single 

verse is to read five verses before and five verses after the verse under consideration. If 

you are not under a time restraint, then you can read in its entirety the respective book 

of the Bible. Nevertheless, you need to find ways to capture the context and background 

of Scripture. Study Bibles and other biblical resources are readily available today online. 

All Study Bibles provide details on the author, date, theme, and often key words at the 

beginning of every book of the Bible. One of my favorites, among others, is the Spirit 

Filled Life Bible. In addition to an outline of each book, it provides an overview including 

details on background, occasion and date, purpose, characteristics, personal 

application, Christ revealed, and the Holy Spirit at work. Another is the Fire Bible: Global 

Study Edition with unbelievably valuable study notes and topical presentations. 

Although you do not necessarily have to be proficient in the Hebrew and Greek, the 

words and tenses of the original languages help to uncover the depth and richness of 

Scripture. There are many free resources online like Strong’s Bible Concordance, the 

Greek New Testament (Textus Receptus23), Hebrew and Greek lexicons, and the like to 

explore key Hebrew and Greek words in a text. It is also important to pay attention to 

verbs, adverbs, adjectives, and definite articles. Key adverbs that modify verbs serve to 

describe, limit, or qualify the meaning of a verb, adjective, or another adverb.  In 

addition, definite articles often are essential to the meaning of the text.  

There are four grammatical groups to keep in mind: 

1. Time – then, now, frequently 

2. Place – here, there, somewhere 

3. Manner – swiftly, gently, badly 

4. Degree – very, extremely 

All of the above groups provide the preacher with rich elements that speak to the 

degree of urgency surrounding the message. Even the emotions of the biblical writer 

and of the Spirit Himself come to light. In addition, the following grammatical keyboard 

can be a great resource to quickly identify meanings from some words that may be 

overlocked in importance. 

 
21 Robinson. p. 59. 
22 Ibid., p. 55. 
23 In Christianity, the Textus Receptus is an edition of the Greek texts of the New Testament established 
by Erasmus in the 16th century. It was the most commonly used text type for Protestant denominations. 
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Even a brief glance using a free online Greek-English-Interlinear New Testament can 

prove quite valuable in your study. For example, the definite articles in these passages 

are extremely important to their meaning and the Word of Truth.  

• John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

John 1:1 Ἐν ἀρχη ͂ͅ η ̓͂ν ο ̔ λο ́γος, και ̀ ο ̔ λο ́γος η ̓͂ν προ ̀ς το ̀ν Θεο ́ν, και ̀ Θεο ̀ς η ̓͂ν ο ̔ λο ́γος. 

• John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

John 1:14 και ̀ ο ̔ λο ́γος σὰρξ ε ̓γε ́νετο, και ̀ ε ̓σκη ́νωσεν ε ̓ν η ̔μι ͂ν (και ̀ ε ̓θεασάμεθα τη ̀ν δο ́ξαν αυ ̓του ͂, δο ́ξαν ὡς μονογενου ͂ς 

παρὰ πατρο ́ς), πλη ́ρης χάριτος και ̀ ἀληθει ́ας. 

• John 14:6   Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 

Me. 

John 14:6 λε ́γει αυ ̓τῷ ο ̔ Ι ̓ησου ͂ς, Ἐγώ ει ̓μι η ̔ ο ̔δο ̀ς και ̀ η ̔ ἀλη ́θεια και ̀ η ̔ ζωη ́· ου ̓δει ̀ς ε ̓ρ́χεται προ ̀ς το ̀ν πατε ́ρα, ει ̓ μη ̀ δι ̓ 

ε ̓μου ͂. 

The highlighted portions of the definite articles alone reveal the accuracy of what the 

Scripture says about Jesus and the way to eternal life. On the other hand, the New 

World Bible of the Jehovah Witnesses, a religious cult, add an indefinite article “a” in 

their translation to falsely declare the Word to be a god and not God saying, In the 

beginning the Word was, and the Word was with God, and the Word was a god.24 This 

 
24 The best paraphrase is what God was, the Word was and that the deeds and words of Jesus are the 
deeds and words of God. One should also note that a Greek grammatical rule known as Colwell’s rule 
states that when a predicate nominative (theos) precedes the verb, it cannot be considered indefinite. The 
six translators of the New World Translation (NWT) violated this basic Greek grammar rule. Colwell’s rule 
is an established fact recognized by modern pastors, teachers and Greek scholars.  

Grammatical Keyboard

Cause for, but, because, since, as

Reason for, because, since, as, that

Result that, so that, so, which, for

Purpose in order that, which, to, unto, until, towards, for

Means by, from, through, out of, in

Time until, till, to, then, when, whenever, from, through, of, in, 

by, according to, against, with, concerning, out of

Place where, wherever, from, in, through, into, upon, with, 

concerning, till

Manner just as, just, as, with, to

Grammatical Keyboard

Cause for, but, because, since, as

Reason for, because, since, as, that

Result that, so that, so, which, for

Purpose in order that, which, to, unto, until, towards, for

Means by, from, through, out of, in

Time until, till, to, then, when, whenever, from, through, of, in, 

by, according to, against, with, concerning, out of

Place where, wherever, from, in, through, into, upon, with, 

concerning, till

Manner just as, just, as, with, to
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is because they believe Jesus was initially Michael the Archangel.25 The accurate 

translation is In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God (John 1:1). I pray you can see from this how important words and 

grammatical usage are to interpretation of what the Word of God is truly saying. Some 

prominent Christian ministers have also fallen prey to universalist thinking regarding 

salvation in Jesus alone indicating that other religions have equal value as viable ways 

to reach heaven. The truth is that every word and grammatical usage in the Bible points 

to the central truth about Jesus. The definite articles themselves in their singular 

masculine nominative form attest to the unique classification of Jesus as the Only One.  

 This generation needs to get motivated to preach the Word. God’s truth must 

come to life in you to be successful in preaching. The apostles of the Early Church 

recognized the urgency of prayer and the ministry of the Word.  

• Acts 6:4 …but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 

• Acts 6:7 Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a 

great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.   

Note the correlation between what they devoted themselves to and the result. Equipping 

this generation in prayer and the ministry of God’s word in the power of the Holy Spirit is 

a continual priority of 5-Fold Global. The number of disciples multiply when the word of 

God spreads! It is time for action! The Spirit Filled Life Bible has some great points on 

this. 

“Ministry is service, and a minister of the gospel is primarily a servant of God’s Word, boldly and courageously sharing its 

message. Treasure the Word of God and defend it tirelessly, being careful to communicate its truth with accuracy. This is no 

easy task because the Word of God faces opposition. Thus the minister of God’s Word learns that patience, endurance, and 

hard work are necessary for success.”26 

How do you do this? Put the following truths into action from 2 Timothy.27  

Text Action 

2Tim. 1:8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony 
of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in 
the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of 
God’ 

Preach the gospel boldly, without fear 

2Tim. 1:13-14 Hold fast the pattern of sound words which 
you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in 
Christ Jesus. 14 That good thing which was committed to 
you, keep by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us. 

Recognize that the Word of God is a treasure of inestimable 
value. Guard it diligently. Hold firmly to the truth you have 
received. Do not let the enemy corrupt it. 

2Tim. 2:2 And the things that you have heard from me 
among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who 
will be able to teach others also. 

Communicate truth with accuracy and purity. Train others to 
do the same. 

2Tim. 2:3-7 You therefore must endure hardship as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No one engaged in warfare 
entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may 
please him who enlisted him as a soldier. 5 And also if 

Learn from the “ministry” examples of (1) the soldier enduring 
hardship; (2) the athlete in rigorous training; (3) the 
hardworking, patient farmer, what ministry really means. 

 
25 Jehovah’s Witnesses website (watchtower.org/e/19951101/article_02.htm. 
26 Spirit Filled Life Bible. Truth in Action, 2 Timothy, Point 5, p. 1791. 
27 Ibid. 
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anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless 
he competes according to the rules. 6 The hardworking 
farmer must be first to partake of the crops. 7 Consider 
what I say, and may the Lord give you understanding in 
all things. 

2Tim. 4:2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of 
season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering 
and teaching. 

Become a committed servant of God’s Word. Be prepared at 
any time, whether convenient or inconvenient, to proclaim it 
and to patiently instruct those who do not understand or 
accept it.  

 

If you capture these actions, then you are ready for effective preaching that God will use 

to change lives.   
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Chapter 4: Effective Preaching 

The Three Worlds of the Preacher 

 Knowledge of God’s word is essential to preaching. There is no excuse for a 

preacher who does not have a working knowledge of the Scriptures. You have already 

discovered that this involves much labor in prayer and in studying the Word. However, 

your work does not stop there. You also need to learn to properly apply the Word in the 

particular jurisdiction God has assigned to you. Therefore, you must pay careful 

attention to your ministry assignment; that is the world in which you live. Robinson 

identifies “three worlds of the preacher.”28   

1. The World of the Bible 

2. The Modern World 

3. The Particular World in which we are called to preach 

Serious consideration needs to be given to these three areas in the development and 
preaching of the message. You are attempting to do several things that relate to these 
three worlds. I will address these in each section of this chapter.  

The world of the Bible highlights the need to understand what the revelation of 
God meant for those to whom it was originally given. You cannot reach a complete 
understanding of a text without some grasp of its original historical and theological 
context. Many young preachers today fail to adequately look into the historical context 
of the text or section of Scripture they are studying. What was going on in the world and 
in the church during that time? Some approach the Bible like a children’s storybook 
rather than the living and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword it is. 
(Heb. 4:12). They just look for surface items and catchy phrases for preaching. I like 
what Robinson says about this regarding the world of the Bible: 

“All its diamonds do not lie exposed on the surface. Its richness is mined only through hard intellectual and spiritual 
spadework.”29 

This is why preachers of the Word need to dig into the Word. Those who do will be 
more effective in their preaching because they allow the Word to be the workhorse from 
the pulpit. Some preachers can emotionally inspire the people, but it is the Word and 
the Spirit that works change and transformation in hearts and minds. Otherwise, people 
just return for a weekly dose of inspiration from the preacher. They become dependent 
upon the preacher rather than the Word and the Spirit. This frequently happens in 
churches around the world and is even more common with the aid of modern 
technology.  

 New generation preachers must take a serious approach to the Bible. It is the 
world we live in. Any semblance of a casual and superficial approach to the Scriptures 
must be removed. The trending liberal view of the Bible continues to make shipwreck of 
the faith of many. I was brought up knowing and believing that the Bible was the Word 

 
28 Robinson., pgs. 73-75. 
29 Robinson, Haddon W. Biblical Preaching . Baker Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. Location 192 
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of God whether I was living it or not. The preacher works for God. He is not a hireling of 
the people. Preachers cannot be approved by God without faith and diligent study of the 
Bible. There is too much attention on the preacher today and not enough on the Word of 
God. Robinson puts it this way: 

“Ultimately the authority behind expository preaching resides not in the preacher but in the biblical text. For that reason 
expositors deal largely with an explanation of Scripture, so that they focus the listeners’ attention on the Bible.”30 

The Word of God impacts the messenger first before it impacts the hearers. 
Someone encouraged me before I began preaching to study the Word as if everything 
depended on me and preach knowing that everything depended on God. However, I 
learned quickly that the Holy Spirit was working a powerful work on me in every sermon 
preparation. And that is still true today. Preachers live the message before they preach 
it! Robinson warns “Before we proclaim the message of the Bible to others, we should 
live with that message ourselves.”31 He also points out God’s concern for the 
messenger. 

“Ultimately God is more interested in developing messengers than messages, and because the Holy Spirit confronts us primarily 
through the Bible, we must learn to listen to God before speaking for God.”32 

Therefore, it is extremely important to understand that our hearts, our minds, and our 
study of Scripture are all at the disposal of the Holy Spirit. We are preachers of the 
Scriptures by the Spirit.     

The Relevance of the Message 

The Bible has been proven time and time again to have eternal value for people 
of all ages of history. The fact that growing numbers of modern theological institutions 
and denominations have come to question its credibility and its relevancy is alarming. 
Many have been falsely convinced that the Bible is not relevant to their daily lives. 
However, Robinson correctly points out that there is something about preaching the 
Word that internally and eternally grabs a person deeply where it counts.  

“Through the preaching of the Scriptures, God encounters men and women to bring them to salvation (2 Tim. 3:15) and to 
richness and ripeness of Christian character (vv. 16–17). Something fills us with awe when God confronts individuals through 
preaching and seizes them by the soul.”33 

Although I hold to the conviction that God’s word has the inherent power to impact a 
person’s life, the message preached will not be effective without it being relevant to the 
hearers. What does relevant mean? Relevancy is literally the degree to which 
something is related or useful to what is happening or being talked about. It refers, 
therefore, to the applicability of the message, its connection to those being addressed, 
and its bearing upon their hearts, their minds, and their lives. I will examine the 
application of a message in another section, but here I want to examine the importance 
of connecting the central truth of a message to where the people live. Although human 
nature has not changed after the fall of mankind in Genesis, individuals do have 

 
30 Robinson, Kindle Edition. Loc. 221. 
31 Ibid., Loc. 250. 
32 Ibid., Loc. 262. 
33 Ibid., Loc.  
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particular sin problems unique to them. Preaching must address not only the times we 
are currently living in but also the sins individuals deal with in their everyday lives. This 
builds a bridge between the historical context of the Scripture connecting the Word to 
the present and then to the individual. So, how do you establish the connection between 
the truth of God’s word you are expounding and the hearers. Let us review some of 
Robinson’s comments that apply to the relevancy of the message. I list these for the 
benefit of those young leaders in remote areas who do not have access to prominent 
works like those of this renowned professor of preaching.  

• “We must know the people as well as the message, and to acquire that knowledge, we exegete both the Scripture and 
the congregation. After all, when God spoke in the Scriptures, he addressed women and men as they were, where they 
were.”34 

• “The letters of the New Testament, like the prophecies of the Old, were addressed to specific assemblies struggling 
with particular problems. Our expository sermons today will be ineffective unless we realize that our listeners, too, exist 
at a particular address and have mind-sets unique to them.”35 

• “We must preach to a world addressed by the TV commentator, the newspaper columnist, the internet, and social 
media. If we do not, we will have hearers who are orthodox in their heads but heretics in their conduct. Of course in 
speaking to a secular world we dare not speak a secular word. William Willimon observed that some preachers seem 
to have bent over backward to speak to a secular audience and they have fallen in. While biblical ideas must be 
shaped to human experience, men and women must be called to conform to biblical truth. “Relevant” sermons may 
become pulpit trifles unless they relate the current situation to the eternal Word of God.”36 

• “While all Scripture is profitable, not every Scripture possesses equal profit for a congregation at a particular time. 
Preachers’ insight and concern will be reflected in the biblical truths they offer to their people. In their ministry 
expositors serve as builders of bridges as they endeavor to span the gulf between the Word of God and the concerns 
of men and women. To do this they must be as familiar with the needs of their churches as they are with the content of 
their Bibles.”37 

• “If the difficulty of starting with the Bible is that we may never get to the twenty-first century, then the trap of starting 
with the twenty-first century is that we may deal dishonestly with the Bible. In our eagerness to say something helpful 
to hurting people, we may end up saying what the Bible is not saying at all.”38 

• “Those who want to address the felt needs of their people are to be commended for their desire to be relevant. At the 
same time, there is no greater betrayal of our calling than putting words in God’s mouth.”39 

• “We may resort to “proof texts” for favorite doctrines by completely ignoring the context in which these texts lie. We 
may be tempted to transform biblical authors into modern psychologists by saying in a sermon what they never 
intended.”40 

• “Accuracy, as well as integrity, demands that we develop every possible skill to keep us from declaring in the name of 
God what the Holy Spirit never intended to convey.”41 

• “Expository sermons consist of ideas drawn from the Scriptures, but the ideas of Scripture must be related to life.”42 

• “Each generation develops out of its own history and culture and speaks its own language. We may stand before a 
congregation and deliver exegetically accurate sermons that are scholarly and organized, but they are dead and 
powerless because they ignore the life-wrenching problems and questions of our hearers. Such sermons, spoken in a 
stained-glass voice using a code language never heard in the marketplace, dabble in great biblical concepts, but our 
audience may feel that God belongs to the long ago and far away. We must answer not only the questions our fathers 
and mothers asked; we must wrestle with the questions our children ask. Men and women who speak effectively for 
God must first struggle with the questions of their age and then speak to those questions from the eternal truth of God.” 

 
34 Robinson, Kindle Edition. Loc. 285. 
35 Ibid., Loc. 290. 
36 Ibid., Loc. 307. 
37 Ibid., Loc. 676. 
38 Ibid., Loc. 715. 
39 Ibid., Loc. 715-716. 
40 Ibid., Loc. 721. 
41 Ibid., Loc. 784. 
42 Ibid., Loc. 971-972. 
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• “Able shepherds know their flock… In doing this we do not make the Bible relevant as though we were drawing an apt 
illustration from an old story. Modern men and women stand under God in the same position as did their counterparts 
in the Bible, and they hear the Word of God addressing them now.”43 

• “Ultimately the man or woman in the pew hopes that you will answer the questions, “So what? What difference does it 
make?” All Christians have a responsibility to ask these questions because they are called to live under God in the light 
of biblical revelation.”44 

 Robinson’s insights on the relevancy of preaching messages are extremely 
valuable to this generation of preachers. One of the things that stands out is the 
admonition to know the spiritual condition of those you are preaching to. The only way I 
have learned to do this is by asking God. Jesus is the Head of the church and He will 
unveil the spiritual condition of the church to you if you seek Him! Often Jesus 
challenged the people in His ministry on earth with these words, He who has an ear let 
him hear. The phrase appears eight times in the Gospels. In addition, He presents the 
same admonition to each of the seven churches of revelation after His ascension, He 
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches (Rev. 2:7; 11, 17, 
29; 3:6 13, 22). This admonition also applies to the preacher who is tasked to know and 
pay close attention to those in his ministry assignment.  

• Prov. 27:23 Be diligent to know the state of your flocks, And attend to your herds. 

• Acts 20:28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 

Many ministers of the Gospel appear reluctant to ask God to show them the spiritual 
condition of the people they are called to serve. An accurate evaluation of the people 
will greatly aid the relevancy of the messages preached. The message will be less 
effective without it. Therefore, the preacher needs a clear understanding of the people 
whether it be in a home fellowship or in a church building. You will deploy radical Spirit 
led changes when you know by the Spirit the true condition of the people. For example, 
one of my church assignments was to lead a small group of people out of a 
denominational context into a Spirit filled one. Not an easy assignment but I had learned 
to pray, observe, and wait on the Lord for a time before launching any changes. The 
atmosphere changed early one morning as I prayed seeking God for answers. There 
was an immense struggle in the spiritual realm before the altar of God. I envisioned 
vultures coming in on the offering. All morning I drove them off like Abraham (Gen. 
15:11) until I was exhausted. Then I heard the Spirit say, “Remove the debris from My 
house!” I knew God was referring to the physical as well as the spiritual condition of the 
church because there was an offensive odor throughout the building. I was led by the 
Spirit to Hezekiah’s restoration of temple worship (2Chron. 29). God showed me it 
began with removing the debris and physically cleansing everything in the house of God 
along with sanctifying themselves before God (See 2Chron. 29:15-19). The Levites and 
their brethren accomplished this in only eight days! Hezekiah was only 25 years of age 
and look what was on his heart: 

• 2Chr. 29:10-11 “Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the LORD God of Israel, that His fierce wrath 
may turn away from us. 11 My sons, do not be negligent now, for the LORD has chosen you to stand before 
Him, to serve Him, and that you should minister to Him and burn incense.” 

 
43 Robinson, Kindle Edition. Loc. 982. 
44 Ibid., Loc. 1163. 
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I preached all about Hezekiah’s revival to those people. Do you think the messages 
were relevant to them? Well, the Spirit led them to physically cleanse the church 
building in eight days. And they made a vital spiritual covenant with God. The relevancy 
of the message takes place when the Word of truth meets where the people live. It is 
not an exercise of human intelligence. Young preachers today need to rise early to seek 
God for His assessment of His people. This guides the preaching and causes it to 
effectively relate to the lives of people.   

The Target of the Message 

 No preacher today hits a home run every time he or she preaches. Nevertheless, 
we must pay close attention during preaching for you never know when a Word comes 
to bear upon you with impactful force by the Spirit. I have listened to others preaching 
more than most ministers of the Gospel. Although early on I preached day and night 
during 20 and 40-day missions in the nations, I have gleaned much from listening to 
others preach. I recall one preacher who I observed to be a weak preacher over a long 
period of time. He was super strong in many areas of pastoral ministry, but preaching 
was not one that stood out to me. One Sunday morning, he began by saying it was 
going to be a prophetic message. He proceeded to share that God had shown him that 
the church he founded was a lukewarm church. Many, including myself, immediately 
knew he had heard from the Spirit. He had hit the target with an arrow from above.   

 Some sermons today miss the mark because the central biblical truth is 
surrounded by a bunch of unrelated ideas or even unrelated Scripture verses that cause 
people to think about something other than the primary point of the message. It is 
important for the preacher to stay on point to be effective.      

“A sermon should be a bullet, not buckshot. Ideally each sermon is the explanation, interpretation, or application of a single 
dominant idea supported by other ideas, all drawn from one passage or several passages of Scripture.”45 

A message also misses the target when introduced with a lengthy personal story, 
illustration, or too broad of a topic. I have heard ministers preach for an hour taking 20 
or more minutes before they even refer to the sermon title or passage of Scripture. The 
hearers remember the story but not the message that was preached. Although 
preaching series can be effective in breaking down broader topics, some ministers 
replace the introduction with lengthy reviews when preaching a multiweek series. This 
tends to limit the effectiveness of the message. The introduction should not be longer 
than 10% of a message to be most effective. They should draw the attention of the 
people to the central truth of the Scripture This can be done in several ways. For 
example, a good illustration can be amazingly effective if it is successfully  connected 
with the central proposition of the text. Examine this illustrative historical narrative 
introducing a message entitled: “Soldiers of Christ Under Fire: Attention, Young 
Lieutenants for Christ!”  

“Pearl Harbor!  The morning of December 7, 1941 found 353 Japanese war planes swarming all over the Harbor site.  It took 
only a couple hours for America to lose 8 big battleships, 6 major airfields, almost all planes, and 2,400 men.  It all happened at 
7:50 AM in what was supposedly a surprise attack.  But these are the startling facts.  That morning at 7:00 AM while Japanese 
planes were 137 miles (50 minutes) away, two US soldiers on a small radar station in the Pacific scanned the screen and saw 

 
45 Robinson., Kindle Edition. Loc. 401. 
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dots and dots appearing, until the entire screen was filled.  They notified their supervisor, a young Lieutenant.  No other officer 
was around, that being a Sunday.  The LT thought these must be planes from CA, and without another thought, said these 
words, “Don’t Worry About It.”  Many conclude that there would have been time to scramble our warplanes at Pearl Harbor, 
prepare the battle ships and shelter the men, but this LT at the most responsible moment of his career, chose differently. People 
have such an aversion to the idea of being a soldier, but if you are a Christian, you have been chosen (recruited, enlisted) as a 
soldier in God’s army.  Look at 2 Timothy 2:3-4. Christians are soldiers. Like it or not, this is the truth of the matter. Our God 
recruits His own soldiers!”   

Do you think this introduction effectively brings the proper attention to the message? 
The main points of the message were (1) God is our Recruiter. (2) What do soldiers do? 
(3) What are the characteristics of a good soldier? (4) Why do we fight? All these points 
were surrounded with subpoints and supporting Scriptures. If it gets your attention to 
hear the message, then the introduction has led to the intended target.  

 Preachers can also miss the target if the topic is too broad. For example, topics 
like the wisdom of God or even the Holy Spirit are too broad. Instead, asking for wisdom 
or receiving the Holy Spirit are much better at gaining people’s interest. I have observed 
some preachers who attempt to preach about everything the Bible says about a topic in 
one message. They fail to develop the main points in the body of the message with 
unrelated subpoints that go down what is called rabbit trails. It is a hit and miss matter 
throughout the delivery. Therefore, preaching needs to be specific and strategically 
targeted to be effective.     

The Application of the Message  

 Preaching is incomplete unless the message is properly applied. The 
construction of an outline and even a sermon manuscript forces the preacher to 
seriously consider the application of the message. The following represents the 
standard sermon outline: 

I. Introduction (10%) 
II. Body (80%) 

III. Conclusion (10%) 

The application should flow from the body of the message. For example, if you preach 
on praying for the sick, then it makes no sense to conclude the message without 
actually praying for those who are ill. It is a good practice to restate the central truth in 
the conclusion and pose some challenging but encouraging questions to activate people 
in the direction consistent with what has been preached. You can also summarize key 
points in different ways. However, the conclusion should not be more than 10% of the 
overall message. Closing a sermon with a brief prayer and walking away from the pulpit 
is not an acceptable application of the message. It leaves the people hanging, 
wondering what difference it makes. In addition, preachers who habitually and 
repeatedly say they are concluding the message and do not often lose the most  
opportune time for application.    

 A new generation of preachers is coming on the scene. They represent a fresh 
Kingdom mission remnant force. They need to stand and deliver God’s word in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Although they need to labor in practical and spiritual ways 
through prayer and diligent study of the Word, content alone will not change lives for the 
glory of God. Many preach as if clueless to how the Word of Truth will be used by God 
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to actually change a person’s life. There are too many dull and lifeless sermons today. 
Robinson accurately explains the impact upon hearers of this random preaching with 
little to no application.  

“Dull expository sermons usually lack effective applications. Boring sermons evoke two major complaints. First, listeners 
grumble, “It’s always the same old thing.” The preacher gives all passages the same application, or worse, no application at 
all…A second negative reaction is that the sermon does not relate to the world directly enough to be of practical use: “It’s true 
enough, I guess, but so what? What difference does it make?”46 

 The relevancy and application of the message requires as much prayer as the 
exegetical study of the Word being preached. For example, the famous message, 
Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God preached by Jonathan Edwards ignited the Great 
Awakening in America. Edwards wrote the message out in manuscript form (See 
Appendix 3).  

 

The above manuscript is considered the greatest message preached on American soil. 
Edwards is known as a manuscript preacher and his messages survive to this day. He 
had already preached a different version of his most famous message a month earlier at 
the congregation in Northampton, Massachusetts, with little to no impact. However, he 
had strengthened the sermon in a number of ways before preaching it on July 8, 1741 in 
Enfield. Eyewitness reports say Edwards read the message with little variation in tone. 
For all practical considerations, that would be ineffective preaching today if it were not 
for the application. Did you know his message included an application? I wonder if he 
prayed more fervently in regard to the application before he delivered it to the 
congregation at Enfield. It is an interesting question. Although the message represents 
a longer conclusion than normal, the application reinforces many of the key features 
presented earlier.  

 The construction of the message is in three sections. The first introduces the key 
verse (Deut. 32:35) and expounds on the central truth of the passage. Edwards skillfully 
presents the results of his exegesis of the verse with four points and supporting verses 
from Psalms 72 and 73. The next section, builds upon the first with amazing relevancy 

 
46 Robinson. Kindle Edition. Loc. 273, 301. 
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to all mankind including those sitting before him. He lays out ten considerations in 
support of the central proposition of truth he has just shared with them. He includes 
related fragments of verses from Luke, John, Isaiah, and Ecclesiastes. There is a 
continual focus upon the Word. Edwards succeeded in firmly establishing the relevancy 
of the Word to the people. Many preachers stop at this point, but not Edwards. This man 
of God applies the message with such effectiveness that people did more than hang on 
every word. They literally grabbed the back of wooden pews to keep from falling into the 
pit of hell crying, “Jesus, save me!” Take a moment and read through the application of 
this most famous sermon in Appendix 3. Note how Edwards describes the divine 
purpose of bringing what he calls an awful subject to them. He describes the 
unconverted condition of people with such vivid imagery but also reveals that God’s 
power is mighty to change hearts and bring forth a new, born again life. The application 
again and again restates the truth that the only thing keeping us from falling into the 
fiery pit of hell is the mere pleasure of God.  Edwards continues to keep the focus on 
the Word of God by inserting supporting verses from Proverbs, Luke, Isaiah, Revelation, 
Ezekiel, and Romans. Another important point is that Edwards uses the third person 
you to appeal to the people directly and personally. The following excerpts demonstrate 
that this usage which only appears in the application was intentional and obviously led 
by the Holy Spirit.  

• “There is the dreadful pit of the glowing flames of the wrath of God; there is hell's wide gaping mouth open; and you 
have nothing to stand upon, nor anything between you and hell but the air; it is only the power and mere pleasure of 
God that holds you up.” 

• “Thus all you that never passed under a great change of heart, by the mighty power of the Spirit of God upon your 
souls; all you that were never born again, and made new creatures, and raised from being dead in sin, to a state of 
new, and before altogether unexperienced light and life, are in the hands of an angry God. However you may have 
reformed your life in many things and many have had religious affections, and may keep up a form of religion in your 
families and closets, and in the house of God, it is nothing but His mere pleasure that keeps you from being this 
moment swallowed up in everlasting destruction.” 

• “You have offended Him infinitely more than ever a stubborn rebel did his prince; and yet, it is nothing but His hand that 
holds you from falling into the fire every moment. It is to be ascribed to nothing else, that you did not go to hell the last 
night; that you were suffered to awake again in this would, after you closed your eyes to sleep; and there is no other 
reason to be given, why you have not dropped into hell since you arouse in the morning, but that God's hand has held 
you up.” 

The final appeal to this famous message by Jonathan Edwards captures the 
heart and purpose of God. Therefore, the conclusion or application of a message should 
reflect not only what the Word reveals about God, but what He desires to work in the 
hearts and minds of the people. Robinson puts it this way: 

“To apply a passage, therefore, you need to see what your passage reveals about God and the way people responded and lived 
before God. Look for those same factors in contemporary life. How does the condition of people today reflect the sins, fears, 
hopes, frustrations, anxieties, and confusion of women and men centuries ago? What vision of God do they need? How do they 
respond or not respond to that vision? In this way, you can move with integrity from the biblical text to the modern situation.”47 

Take moment to review Edwards final appeal to the people of his time.  

“And let every one that is yet out of Christ, and hanging over the pit of hell, whether they be old men and women, or middle aged, 
or young people, or little children, now hearken to the loud calls of God's word and providence. This acceptable year of the Lord, 
a day of great mercy to some, will doubtless be a day of as remarkable vengeance to others. Men's hearts harden, and their guilt 

 
47 Robinson. Kindle Edition. Loc. 1291. 
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increases apace at such a day as this, if they neglect their souls. Never was there a period when so many means were employed 
for the salvation of souls, and if you entirely neglect them, you will eternally curse the day of your birth. Now, undoubtedly it is, as 
it was in the days of John the Baptist, the axe is laid at the root of the trees, and every tree which brings not forth good fruit, may 
be hewn down, and cast into the fire. Therefore, let every one that is out of Christ, now awake and flee from the wrath to come. 
The wrath of Almighty God is now undoubtedly hanging over every unregenerate sinner. Let every one flee out of Sodom: 
"Escape for your lives, Look not behind you, escape to the mountain, lest you be consumed." 

Does the above appeal accurately apply God’s truth and heart’s desire? Is there a 
relevant place for such a message in today’s society? Could you preach a similar 
message if God instructed you to do so? I have heard a reoccurring statement among 
some preachers today. They declare without much explanation, “God is not angry with 
you!” Typically, the statement is in the context of a hyper grace understanding. They 
seem to believe that it is impossible for God to be angry with anyone because Christ 
has totally removed the wrath of God; that believers can do anything they want and 
tiptoe in heaven. I wonder if the message preached by Edwards would be considered 
hate speech by many preachers and church attenders today. It is a relative question to 
consider. 

The effectiveness of preaching is dependent upon a spiritual understanding of 
what God wants to do at any time or place. One of our 5-Fold Global partners, 
Evangelist Dr. Joram Dol, often asks while preaching, “What to do? What to do?” 
People need to know what God wants them to do. The Spirit of God cries out for and 
even demands a response as the Word is preached and applied to the hearts and 
minds of listeners. I recall concluding a message in the middle of a rice paddy in India 
with a similar call to repent and turn to God. One man testified that he was walking 
home on a nearby dirt road fully intending to proceed on his way. But when he heard 
the call to repentance something happened, and he ran across the rice paddy dike to 
turn to God. This is why preachers need to pray as much or more over the application of 
the message. Young preachers today need to be strong and courageous to preach what 
He commands them to preach at any given time and pray to receive His revelation on 
how to facilitate the application of the message. God has a purpose to every message. 
You will do well to take Robinson’s advice on this count: 

“No matter how brilliant or biblical a sermon is, without a definite purpose it is not worth preaching…But we are to be pitied if we 
fail to understand that this particular sermon should change lives in some specific way... The purpose states what you expect to 
happen in your hearers as a result of preaching your sermon.”48 

Preach the Word with God’s purpose in mind. Never assume that you know your flock 
so well that no one needs to repent and accept Christ or to repent and return to Him. 
The end goal of preaching is souls won and lives changed in Christ. This is why the 
application of the message needs the utmost attention.  

 

 

 

 
48 Robinson, Kindle Edition. Loc. 1451 
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Chapter 5: The Confirmation of the Word 

The Ministry of the Word 

 The ministry of the Word was consistently and fully dispensed in the Early 
Church. This was evident when a dispute arose over the distribution of resources. The 
growing number of disciples and widows in need required more and more administrative 
time.  

• Acts 6:1-7 Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint 
against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. 2 Then 
the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we should leave the 
word of God and serve tables. 3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, 
full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 4 but we will give ourselves 
continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they 
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and 
Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 6 whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid 
hands on them. 7 Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in 
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith. 

Why was the number of disciples multiplying in the Early Church? The Bible presents no 
other reason but their steadfast dedication to prayer and the ministry of God’s word in 
preaching and teaching. I have often observed pastors so overwhelmed by 
administrative duties that insufficient time is given to prayer and the word of God. Some 
key 5-Fold Global partners recently addressed this issue in their presentations during a 
strategic online equipping mission.  

“Church leaders all over the world have become so busy that no valuable time again to spend with God, the very source of 
power, wisdom, and the very God of strategy that’s given us victory in the mandate God has given us. We become so busy that 
prayer becomes less in practice.”49 

“The church that neglects the Word and prayer is living on substitutes no matter how alive the church body appears to be. The 
first crisis in the apostolic church was caused by the apostles. They were so busy serving tables that they were neglecting prayer 
and ministry of the Word (Acts 6:1-7). God does nothing but through prayer. Without the Word of God and prayer, ministry is 
nothing but religious activity. Learn everything you can that will help you serve God’s people but be sure to saturate your ministry 
with the Word of God and prayer.”50 

The above challenge is for this generation to return to the place where they can meet 
with God and deliver His word to the nations.  

 The Bible says they spoke the word of God with boldness (Acts 4:31); that 
the word of God spread (Acts 6:7); and that it actually grew and was multiplied (Acts 
12:24). The word of God became the ruling authority in the life of believers. It does not 
seem like this is the case today. The apostles were put in the common prison for 
preaching the Word (Acts 5:17-18) but God sent an angel to open those prison doors 
and give them a heavenly imperative command to Go, stand in the temple and speak 
to the people all the words of this life (Acts 5:19-20). There was to be no interruption 
to the ministry of the Word. What was so powerful about the preaching of God’s word 

 
49 Dr. Samuel Isong of Nigeria, The Intrinsic Value of Prayer, Media Series: The Return to Ignite Holy 
Ghost Fire, August 24, 2020. (5-Fold Global Ministries mobile app) 
50 Dr. Joram Dol of India, The Ten Principles of Ministry, Media Series: The Return to Ignite Holy Ghost 
Fire, August 27, 2020 (5-Fold Global Ministries mobile app) 
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that would cause heaven to intervene with such a command? What was so compelling 
about the Word to cause the persecuted and scattered to go everywhere preaching the 
Word (Acts 8:4)? And what would cause a young man like Phillip to run and overtake 
the chariot of a high-level Ethiopian official just to preach Jesus beginning with the 
Scripture the official was reading in Isaiah. Although we know the word of God is life 
and truth, there is something about the word of God that brings forth a depth of 
transformation unmatched by anything else in the world. Peter preached the Word on 
the day of Pentecost and an explosive quality of the Word was revealed by the Spirit in 
the response of those who heard. The Bible says, they were cut to the heart (Acts 
2:37). The Greek katanusso (kat-an-oos´-so) means to pierce thoroughly, i.e. 
(figuratively) to agitate violently (“sting to the quick”): — prick. This is why the preachers 
in the Early Church were confident that the message preached would be heard. This 
incredible quality in the ministry of the Word must not be overlooked. 

• Heb. 4:12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 
the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart. 

The above verse displays the full nature of God’s word. Each aspect is explosive and 
transformational.  

1. Living – The word of God moves upon the hearts and minds of listeners as it is preached. The verb form depicts this 
active motion. zao, (dzah´-o); a primary verb; to live (literally or figuratively): — life(-time), (a-) live(-ly), quick. 

2. Powerful – There is built-in divine energy in the Word itself and it operates effectively by the Spirit when preached. 
energes, (en-er-gace)´; active, operative: — effectual, powerful. 

3. Sharper – Every utterance of God’s word is capable of changing lives with one decisive stroke guided by the Spirit. 
tomoteros, (tom-o´-ter-os); (to cut; more comprehensive or decisive, as if by a single stroke; keener: — sharper. 

4. Piercing – There are different responses to hearing the Word, but all testifies to its ability by the Spirit to penetrate into 
hearts and minds.  diikneomai, (dee-ik-neh´-om-ahee); to reach through, i.e. penetrate: — pierce. 

5. Discerning – The Word also critically sees the darkest areas of human thoughts and intentions in order to change 
things by putting a new heart and mind into those who repent and believe. kritikos, (krit-ee-kos)´; decisive (“critical”), 
i.e. discriminative: — discerner. 

This is why the preachers in the Early Church could not restrain themselves from 
preaching the word of God.  

 The ministry of the Word of God is being restrained in many churches today. This 
is one of the reasons we are praying for this generation to be ignited with the fire of the 
Holy Spirit. There is an especially important prophetic question that needs to be asked 
of every generation. It is a rhetorical question coming from heaven itself; Is not My 
word like a fire? says the LORD (Jer. 23:29a). Why is this question so significant? It is 
because we live in a period of history where the word of God is being severely 
compromised. This can be observed more than ever in the context of preaching. The 
prophet Jeremiah, like many of the prophets, faced huge obstacles in his calling to 
speak God’s word. He was a young leader and he thought this would disqualify him 
from going forth in his calling, but God said do not say, I am a youth.   

• Jer. 1:4-12   Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying: 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; 
Before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations.” 6 Then said I: “Ah, Lord GOD! 
Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth.” 7 But the LORD said to me: “Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’ For you shall 
go to all to whom I send you, And whatever I command you, you shall speak. 8 Do not be afraid of their faces, 
For I am with you to deliver you,” says the LORD. 9 Then the LORD put forth His hand and touched my mouth, 
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and the LORD said to me: “Behold, I have put My words in your mouth. 10 See, I have this day set you over the 
nations and over the kingdoms, To root out and to pull down, To destroy and to throw down, To build and to 
plant.” 11  Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what do you see?” And I said, “I see 
a branch of an almond tree.” 12 Then the LORD said to me, “You have seen well, for I am ready to perform My 
word.”  

• Jer.1:17-19 “Therefore prepare yourself and arise, And speak to them all that I command you. Do not be 
dismayed before their faces, Lest I dismay you before them. 18 For behold, I have made you this day A fortified 
city and an iron pillar, And bronze walls against the whole land—Against the kings of Judah, Against its 
princes, Against its priests, And against the people of the land. 19 They will fight against you, But they shall 
not prevail against you. For I am with you,” says the LORD, “to deliver you.” 

Many young leaders appear fearful like Jeremiah of preaching the Word. They seem 
reluctant to speak anything from God’s word that may upset the people when the 
revealed truth will set them free. God is ready to prevail over this condition and put His 
word into the mouth of young leaders today. We will see the Word like a burning fire 
within them. Jeremiah’s situation is similar to what young preachers are going through, 
but that which is restraining them from the glorious ministry of the Word is about to be 
removed.  

• Jer. 20:9-11 Then I said, “I will not make mention of Him, Nor speak anymore in His name.” But His word was 
in my heart like a burning fire Shut up in my bones; I was weary of holding it back, And I could not. 10 For I 
heard many mocking: “Fear on every side!” “Report,” they say, “and we will report it!” All my acquaintances 
watched for my stumbling, saying, “Perhaps he can be induced; Then we will prevail against him, And we will 
take our revenge on him.” 11 But the LORD is with me as a mighty, awesome One. Therefore my persecutors 
will stumble, and will not prevail. They will be greatly ashamed, for they will not prosper. Their everlasting 
confusion will never be forgotten. 

This is the struggle many preachers are having today. And many young preachers 
reading this have this same struggle as Jeremiah. I want to tell all those called to 
preach. Do not fear! Do not fear what they say about you. Do not fear! There is a 
confusion of faces in those you preach to just like in the time of Jeremiah, Jesus, and in 
the Early Church. Do not fear! He has placed His Spirit upon you. He has put His word 
in your mouth. It is time to stand and declare the word of the Lord and God will bring the 
results that He has destined in heaven.  

The word of God has been shut up too long in this generation. It is time for the 
full display of the ministry of the Word in the power of the Holy Spirit. This is my prayer 
for young leaders who are called to preach the Word today. “The Word, The Word, Oh 
Lord, right now I pray Lord God, fill, fill especially this generation, this new generation, 
fill them, fill them, hallelujah, with Your word. May it be like a burning fire within them. 
Lord God, send forth the burning coals, the fiery coals from heaven to purge lips, to 
purge lives, hallelujah, today that Lord God they will begin to rise up and preach, that 
those flames of fire, hallelujah, from Your word anointed by the Spirit will come forth 
through them, hallelujah, as they speak Your word the flames of fire will go to the 
nations, will spread through the land, hallelujah, and bring in this end time harvest. This 
I pray for them right now in the mighty name of Jesus Christ. Amen and Amen.”     

Demonstrations of Power 

 The Bible says God watches over His word to perform it (Jer. 1:12). What does 
this mean? It means He is ready to do it! God is sleepless and always on the lookout to 
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make His word do what He has spoken. Those called to preach the Word cannot afford 
to fall asleep at the wheel because God is ready to confirm His word with 
demonstrations of power.  

• Mark 16:19-20 So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at 
the right hand of God. 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and 
confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen. 

This is a very revealing Scripture in the context of God establishing the Word preached 
with powerful signs, wonders, and miracles. Some scholars say this was added later 
and does not belong in the Bible. Others falsely believe that the accompanying miracles 
ceased after the apostolic period of the Early Church recorded in the Bible. Too many 
church leaders today preach like they believe this. However, the entire Bible testifies to 
the fact that God miraculously performs His word in every generation. The prophet 
Isaiah declared, We are for signs and wonders in Israel From the LORD of hosts, 
Who dwells in Mount Zion (Isa. 8:18) and Daniel concluded, I thought it good to 
declare the signs and wonders that the Most High God has worked for me (Dan. 
4:2). Both saw by the Spirit that such demonstrations of God’s power show that His 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and His dominion is from generation to 
generation (Dan. 4:3). God never restricted the miraculous signs confirming His word 
to one historical period of time. They are for all generations. Young leaders need to 
believe and expect God’s power to be displayed in the preaching of the Word. Here is 
some good advice for young preachers today: 

“Christ’s followers are not only to bring the message of God’s kingdom (Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:47) but also the 
power of the kingdom. That is to say, they are not only supposed to talk about Christ, but also show his power – just as he did 
while he was on earth (Acts 10:38). This means driving out demons and healing the sick.”51  

Miraculous signs are not taking place in many churches today. I pray for young leaders 
to understand that the Bible presents no evidence that the miraculous signs following 
the preaching of the Word would decrease or become unnecessary at any time. In fact, 
we have from the One who has all authority that the opposite is true. 

• John 14:12  “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and 
greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. 

 God has not changed the way He desires to confirm His word. The confirming of 
His word being preached is forever connected with accompanying signs, wonders, and 
miracles. So, what does confirming the Word actually mean? The following provides 
one of the best explanations: 

“Confirming, bebaloo: Strong’s #950: To make firm, establish, secure, corroborate, guarantee. The miracles that accompanied 
the disciples’ preaching confirmed to the people that the messengers were telling the truth, that God was backing up their 
message with supernatural phenomena, and that a new dispensation, the age of grace, had entered the world.”52 

God backs up His word and the one who preaches it in the power of the Holy Spirit. This 
combination is unstoppable! Paul declared this truth about his preaching. 

• Rom. 15:17-19 Therefore I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the things which pertain to God. 18 For I will 
not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ has not accomplished through me, in word and deed, to 

 
51 Fire Bible, Global Study Edition. Signs of Believers, p. 1817. 
52 Spirit Filled Life Bible. Word Wealth Mark 16:20, p. 1444.  
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make the Gentiles obedient— 19 in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from 
Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 

• 1Cor. 2:1-5 And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom 
declaring to you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified. 3 I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. 4 And my speech and 
my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power, 5 that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

Note the emphasis on miraculous signs and the power of the Holy Spirit in the context 
of preaching. The church aggressively prayed for this very display of God’s power to 
take place in the preaching of the Word.   

• Acts 4:29-31 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may 
speak Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the 
name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” 31  And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled 
together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with 
boldness. 

The Scriptures reveal that demonstrations of God’s power multiplied as the apostles 
and others preached the word of God.  

• Acts 5:12-16 And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. 
And they were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch. 13 Yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people 
esteemed them highly. 14 And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and 
women, 15 so that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least 
the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. 16 Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding 
cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all 
healed. 

• Acts 6:8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. 

• Acts 8:5-8 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. 6 And the multitudes with 
one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7 For unclean 
spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who were paralyzed and 
lame were healed. 8 And there was great joy in that city. 

• Acts 14:3 Therefore they stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord, who was bearing witness to the 
word of His grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 

• Acts 15:12 Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to Barnabas and Paul declaring how many miracles 
and wonders God had worked through them among the Gentiles. 

• 2Cor. 12:12 Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with all perseverance, in signs and 
wonders and mighty deeds. 

• Heb. 2:4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, according to His own will? 

This is God confirming His word with demonstrations of His power. Many believers 
today have lost faith in the power of God. Many preachers appear to no longer expect 
God to work in this way. But we can never forget why God bears witness with such 
demonstrations of power. Jesus Himself said, “Unless you people see signs and 
wonders, you will by no means believe.” (John 4:48). It is by the grace of God that 
miraculous signs accompany the preaching of the Word. It is time for this generation of 
preachers to arise full of faith and power to display miraculous signs by the Spirit among 
the people because too many believers have placed their faith more in men than in the 
power of God.  
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The Addition of Souls to the Church 

 The preaching of the Word in the power of the Holy Spirit with accompanying 
signs confirming the Word results in an increase in the number of disciples. I have never 
met a preacher who does not want his local church or the number of disciples to grow. 
The biblical way of growing the church is the best way. Worldly wisdom and 
sectarianism among leaders and denominations continue to divide the church. Paul 
declared this to be carnal.  

• 1Cor. 3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 
I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are 
still not able; 3 for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not 
carnal and behaving like mere men? 4 For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are 
you not carnal? 

Let me say this again. Denominationalism is carnal! It does not add souls to the church 
like we see in the Early Church. A new generation church of the Holy Spirit is arising, 
and it is breaking with the traditional religious system. Paul was deeply concerned that 
the Corinthian Church did not understand what he had preached. The divisions and 
competition did not reflect what he had preached to them. Paul, though, did not give up. 
He preached the Word of truth to them. 

• 1Cor. 3:5-9 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you believed, as the Lord gave 
to each one? 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 7 So then neither he who plants is 
anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase. 8 Now he who plants and he who waters are 
one, and each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 9  For we are God’s fellow workers; 
you are God’s field, you are God’s building. 

We plant and water when we preach the Word through the Holy Spirit. However, it is 
God who gives the increase. Paul mentions this twice. God gives the increase! This 
means if those called to preach do their part in cooperation with the Holy Spirit, then 
God will cause things to grow or to be enlarged. This directly correlates to the addition 
of souls to the church.  

 The Early Church moved from addition to multiplication during a 30-35 year 
period. The primary vehicle for the rapid expansion of the number of disciples and 
churches was the preaching of the Word in the power of the Holy Spirit. The number of 
disciples increase when the word of God grows and multiplies (Acts 6:7; 12:24).  Too 
many preachers have watered down the preaching of God’s word with opinions on 
social justice issues and providing self-help steps from popular authors. Some may 
benefit from such preaching, but the Word of truth and life does not spread and multiply 
through the land. As a result, we see transfer growth in churches while overall 
attendance decreases in this generation. The Bible presents a different record. In fact, I 
discovered 29 references to the increase or growth of the church in the book of Acts 
alone. Here are a good number of them.  

• Acts 2:41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls 
were added to them.   

• Acts 2:47 And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. 

• Acts 4:4 However, many of those who heard the word believed; and the number of the men came to be about 
five thousand. 

• Acts 5:14 And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women… 
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• Acts 6:1 Now in those days, when the number of disciples was multiplying… 

• Acts 6:7 Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a 
great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.   

• Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized. 

• Acts 8:36-38 Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, “See, here is 
water. What hinders me from being baptized?” 37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” 
And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 38  So he commanded the chariot to 
stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. 

• Acts 9:31 Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were edified. And 
walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied. 

• Acts 9:35 So all who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord. 

• Acts 9:42 And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed on the Lord.  

• Acts 10:47-48 Then Peter answered, “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. 
Then they asked him to stay a few days. 

• Acts 11:21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord. 

• Acts 11:24 For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to 
the Lord. 

• Acts 13:12 Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had been done, being astonished at the teaching 
of the Lord. 

• Acts 14:1 Now it happened in Iconium that they went together to the synagogue of the Jews, and so spoke that 
a great multitude both of the Jews and of the Greeks believed. 

• Acts 14:21   And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples, they returned to 
Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch… 

• Acts 16:5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and increased in number daily. 

• Acts 16:15 And when she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, “If you have judged me to 
be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” So she persuaded us. 

• Acts 16:31-34 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 And he took 
them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were 
baptized. 34 Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having 
believed in God with all his household. 

• Acts 17:4 And some of them were persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of the 
leading women, joined Paul and Silas. 

• Acts 17:11-12 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 
readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so. 12 Therefore many of 
them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks, prominent women as well as men. 

• Acts 17:34 However, some men joined him and believed, among them Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman 
named Damaris, and others with them. 

• Acts 18:8 Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his household. And many of 
the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized. 

• Acts 19:17-20 This became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, 
and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 18 And many who had believed came confessing and telling 
their deeds. 19 Also, many of those who had practiced magic brought their books together and burned them in 
the sight of all. And they counted up the value of them, and it totaled fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So the 
word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed. 

The above references consist of different places, groups of people, families, and 
individuals whose lives were changed or turned upside down. There were three things 
that God used to bring such increase to the church. The preaching of the Word, the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and the confirming of the Word with signs, wonders, and 
miracles. This generation needs to wake up and start preaching in the same way. If we 
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work with God, then He will work with us. Our God is the God of increase! He is about 
the business of adding and even multiplying souls to the church.  

Transformation Indicators 

 The confirmation of God’s word is consistent with three transformation indicators: 
Prayer; the Word; and the Holy Spirit. There can be no substitutes to these in this 
generation or any generation. The Bible testifies to remarkable transformations and 
these three indicators are always present. I want to focus on the Holy Spirit in this 
section because too many leaders continue to neglect Him today. The Holy Spirit made 
all the difference in the preaching of the Early Church. The Pentecost experience was 
not some isolated event. It was a divine empowerment to effectively pray and preach 
the Word as witnesses of Christ. We are all aware of the tremendous change in the 
apostles before and after Pentecost. This is seen in their preaching of the Word as 
much as anything else. It was obvious that the secret was and still is the infilling or 
baptism with the Holy Spirit. Look at what several of our key 5-Fold Global partners say 
about the Holy Spirit. 

• “The church is not traditional but spiritual. The new generation must hold onto the Spirit Himself, not tradition. We need 
to remodel the church! The new generation church is for those willing to be given to the power of the Holy Spirit.”53 

• “The entire book of Acts can be summarized in three ways: (1) Up (2) Down (3) Out. The Lord Jesus went up; The Holy 
Spirit came down; The church went out. Furthermore, he unveiled another command in the context of the Great 
Commission (Matt. 28:19-20), the command of waiting (Acts 1:4). Before that going out, before that reaching out to all 
the nations, before going out to preach the Gospel to every creature in the world, there is a command that must be 
obeyed and that command is to tarry in Jerusalem. Don’t just go out! Wait! Tarry in Jerusalem! It’s talking about waiting 
upon the Lord, waiting in prayers. Waiting, seeking Him until the Holy Spirit now will come down that will ignite, that will 
generate the fire that will release the power (Acts 1:8). You will receive power! The power to preach! The power to 
heal! The power to deliver! The power to break the arms of the enemy! You will receive power after the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you! And for that power to come, for that Holy Ghost to come on you, you have to wait, you have to tarry, 
you have to seek His face, you have to cement your life and relationship to the Lord.”54 

• “How much time do we spend in the Word of God? How do we respond to the minute to minute instructions from His 
Holy Spirit”?55 

• “The word of the Holy Spirit is the same as now. The Holy Spirit’s work is continual. The power of the Holy Spirit is the 
key for victory, to complete the task. Nothing can be accomplished without the Holy Spirit. There was a great change 
before and after Pentecost. There were ups and downs in the life of the disciples. A godly life cannot escape 
persecution. If you follow Jesus Christ, you should carry the cross!  Jesus said to them, you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes upon you (Acts 1:8). When the Holy Spirit comes upon you, He glorifies Jesus.”56  

• “The only way for this generation is to be ignited by the Holy Spirit. Do not step out in ministry without the Holy Spirit! 
We must be full of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is doing the ministry through them. An effective leader is to return the 
church to the flames of the Holy Spirit, to Pentecost. A leader must be full, baptized with the Holy Spirit.”57  

• “The Holy Spirit was the secret of our Lord’s ministry on earth (Luke 4:18-19; Acts 10:38). If the sinless Son of God 
needed the Spirit’s power for His ministry, how much more, we, His weak and sinful followers, would need to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit. Baptism of the Holy Spirit isn’t a luxury enjoyed only by a few pious leaders; it was and is for the 
everyday experience of the entire church (Acts 4:31). When we are filled with the Spirit, we are energized by the Spirit, 
thinking, desiring, and doing what the Spirit wills for us.”58  

 
53 Pastor Peter Chetri, New Generation English Church, Itanagar, India. August 28, 2020. 
54 Dr. Samuel J. Isong, Bible Centered Life International Ministries, Oyigbo, Nigeria. August 24, 2020.  
55 Psalmist Glory Mafor of Cameroon. August 25, 2020. 
56 Rev. Chungthang Thiek, Ministry to the Saints, Imphal, India. August 25, 2020. 
57 Dr. Gerald Ole-Nguyaine, International Christian Center, Dodoma, Tanzania. August 26, 2020. 
58 Dr. Joram Dol, Christian Revival Church and Joram Dol Ministries, Itanagar, India. August 27, 2020.  
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• “What does the Holy Spirit want from us? Unity, humbleness to serve one another, wholehearted dedication in serving 
and working with Him, obedience to the voice of the Holy Spirit (Acts 8). We need an attentive ear (Acts 10). We need 
the fire! The Holy Spirit is calling us!”59 

 

The above statements are completely consistent with the transformation indicators in 
the Early Church. Even unbelievers and religious leaders who vehemently opposed the 
preaching of the Word saw the difference.  

• Acts 4:13   Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and 
untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus. 

• Acts 4:33 And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great 
grace was upon them all. 

Undoubtedly this power was attributed to the promised Holy Spirit. And this experience 
of being filled with the power of the Holy Spirit was for everyone who believed because 
they sought to minister the Spirit to all believers. The Pentecost experience reached 
beyond Jerusalem and Judea to the Samaritan believers (Acts 8), the Gentile believers 
(Acts 10) and 12 disciples in Ephesus (Acts 19). Even the chief persecutor of the church 
was transformed after being healed and filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:17-19). This 
man immediately preached the One he had formerly persecuted.  

• Acts 9:20-22 Immediately he preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God. 21  Then all who 
heard were amazed, and said, “Is this not he who destroyed those who called on this name in Jerusalem, and 
has come here for that purpose, so that he might bring them bound to the chief priests?” 22  But Saul increased 
all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who dwelt in Damascus, proving that this Jesus is the 
Christ.  

How could Paul preach now in such a way? It was strictly by divine empowerment. This 
divine power and enablement came from being filled with the Holy Spirit. This 
transformation indicator is as true today as it was then.  

 The biblical account of Apollos records an interesting detail about a leader who 
was highly skilled in preaching the Word before but much more effective after receiving 
the Holy Spirit.   

• Acts 18:24-28  Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty in the 
Scriptures, came to Ephesus. 25 This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in 
spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 So 
he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him aside and 
explained to him the way of God more accurately. 27 And when he desired to cross to Achaia, the brethren 
wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him; and when he arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed 
through grace; 28 for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the 
Christ. 

Note how the Bible describes Apollos. He is said to be eloquent, mighty in the 
Scriptures, instructed in the way of the Lord, fervent in spirit, and he spoke and 
taught accurately and boldly the things of God. There are some leaders today who 
display these same things. But here lies the detail that points straight to the 
transformation indicator under discussion. Apollos knew only the baptism of John. 
This statement indicates there is another baptism. The only thing this could be in 
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reference to is the baptism with the Holy Spirit. How can you know this for certain since 
the account does not explicitly mention this? A quick review of these Scriptures provides 
the answer. 

• Matt. 3:11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, 
whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. (See also Mark 1:8; 
Luke 3:16; John 1:26, 33). 

• Acts 1:4-5 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but 
to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with 
water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

• Acts 11:15-17 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at the beginning. 16 Then I 
remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, “John indeed baptized with water, but you shall be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?” 

All four gospel accounts agree with John the Baptist, Jesus, and the Early Church on 
this critical distinction between the baptism of John and the One who would baptize with 
the Holy Spirit. This explains why the Early Church was so insistent on ministering the 
Holy Spirit to all believers. This is why Priscilla and Aquila took Apollos aside and 
explained to him the way of God more accurately (Acts 18:26). Now Apollos, filled 
with the Spirit, was enabled to not just help, but he greatly helped those who had 
believed through grace (Acts 18:27). Apollos became much more effective than before 
because of the Holy Spirit. His intensity was strong before but now was displayed at a 
much higher level by the empowerment of the Holy Spirit (Acts 18:28). Paul confirms 
this transformation in Corinth when he declares I planted, Apollos watered, but God 
gave the increase (1Cor. 3:6). This generation must take hold of this truth to be 
effective preachers of the Word. God is pulling this generation to the Holy Spirit. Young 
leaders need to be baptized with the Holy Spirit before launching out. The Pentecost 
experience must be given priority for the kingdom of God is not in word but in 
power (1Cor. 4:20).  
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Chapter 6: New Generation Preaching 

The New Generation Covenant of the Word and the Spirit 

 The preaching of this generation begins with a specific covenant with God. What 
is this covenant? The prophet Isaiah spells it out from God’s perspective in the context 
of the coming Redeemer of Zion who is Jesus Christ, the Messiah.  

• Isaiah 59:19-21 So shall they fear The name of the LORD from the west, And His glory from the rising of the 
sun; When the enemy comes in like a flood, The Spirit of the LORD will lift up a standard against him. 20 “The 
Redeemer will come to Zion, And to those who turn from transgression in Jacob,” Says the LORD. 21  “As for 
Me,” says the LORD, “this is My covenant with them: My Spirit who is upon you, and My words which I have 
put in your mouth, shall not depart from your mouth, nor from the mouth of your descendants, nor from the 
mouth of your descendants’ descendants,” says the LORD, “from this time and forevermore.” 

The above verses contain several key points of emphasis like the fear or reverence for 
the name of the LORD and His glory. There is also the recognition that the enemy 
comes in like a flood, but the Holy Spirit literally chases him away by lifting up a 
standard against him. It is the strong name of Jesus that puts him to flight. In addition, 
the Redeemer comes. Who does the Redeemer come to? He comes to those who turn 
from transgression (Isa. 59:20). Actually, this is talking about turning back to the Lord. 
I believe we are on the verge of a great global return to the Lord in this generation. It will 
be a sweeping return with many end time preachers arriving on the scene. This is why 
there is something very profound between what I have just shared and the familiar and 
often quoted passage, Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the 
LORD is risen upon you (Isa. 60:1). It is a special everlasting covenant in Isaiah 
59:21). Look again more closely at this verse.  

• Isaiah 59:21 “As for Me,” says the LORD, “this is My covenant with them: My Spirit who is upon you, and My 
words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart from your mouth, nor from the mouth of your 
descendants, nor from the mouth of your descendants’ descendants,” says the LORD, “from this time and 
forevermore.” 

Note how this verse begins with As for Me, says the LORD. This is God’s perspective, 
not man’s. God is sharing His mind with us. New generation preachers need to have the 
mind of God on things. This is further confirmed with the emphasis on My. 

• My Covenant 

• My Spirit 

• My Words 

The covenant is from above and applied to generations of descendants. Therefore, it 
also includes this generation. The amazing nature of this covenant is simple and 
profound at the same time. God has put His Spirit upon those who turn or return to Him 
in every generation. In addition, He has put His words in their mouths. The mouth 
naturally is for eating and speaking. God puts His word in their mouths that new 
generation preachers may speak His word.   

The new generation covenant of the Word and Spirit relates to the preaching of 
the Word in the power of the Holy Spirit. What does this generation of preachers need 
to remember? I believe they need to remember that God has made a covenant with 
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them and their descendants. He has put His Spirit upon them as we have repeatedly 
mentioned in this equipping manual. He has put His words in their mouths to speak, to 
preach in this generation. These are the words that will go forth like flames of fire to 
change hearts and minds and transform lives for the glory of Jesus Christ. This is the 
new generation preaching mandate (2Tim. 4:1-2) and it is in perfect unity with the new 
generation covenant. It is critically important that new generation preachers come into 
agreement with the heavenly counsel on this. God is bringing the new generation into 
this covenant of the Word and the Spirit in the preaching of God’s word. This is why 
God has laid the burden upon my heart that it is time for you young leaders to rise up, to 
stand, to deliver, and preach the word of God no matter what and to not to turn back! 

Seeing the Word of the LORD 

 The prophet Jeremiah like all the prophets places a great emphasis upon the 
word of the Lord. There is the awareness that God has put His word in his mouth (Jer. 
2::9) to speak the Word to nations and kingdoms. 

• Jer. 1:10 See, I have this day set you over the nations and over the kingdoms, To root out and to pull down, To 
destroy and to throw down, To build and to plant.” 

The above Scripture provides some excellent prophetic insights for preaching God’s 
word. Those who remodel homes understand that a demolition day is necessary before 
repairing and building the new. Farmers also understand they must plow and till the 
fallow ground before planting the seed.  

• Jer. 4:3 For thus says the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem: “Break up your fallow ground, And do 
not sow among thorns.  

• Hos. 10:12 Sow for yourselves righteousness; Reap in mercy; Break up your fallow ground, For it is time to 
seek the LORD, Till He comes and rains righteousness on you. 

Too many preachers fail to see this established prophetic process in preaching. There 
are things that must be removed and destroyed in people’s lives before building or 
planting can effectively take place. The preaching of the Word brings conviction by the 
Holy Spirit leading to the removal or remission of sins through repentance. Preaching 
today that eliminates this aspect is not preaching the full counsel of God’s word. Young 
preachers who rush into building and planting without first preaching repentance and 
the remissions of sins because they do not want to make people feel uncomfortable 
may gain followers, but not avid disciples of Christ. Building and planting are ineffective 
without a demolition day or a breaking up of the fallow ground! Decisions for Christ are 
being made but few lives are being changed when it comes to personal lifestyles. This 
is a common situation today in the church and in the world when Jesus Himself 
commanded that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His 
name to all nations (Luke 24:47).  

 The prophetic process of preaching being described in the call and ministry of 
Jeremiah was also lived out by Moses, the prophets, Jesus, and the Early Church. All 
consistently deal first with the spiritual condition of God’s people. They plowed before 
they planted. I am using the example of Jeremiah here because the Bible specifically 
says he was young (Jer. 1:6). The word of the LORD came twice more to Jeremiah after 
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his calling but before he actually began preaching. Both times God asks him, What do 
you see?  

• Jer. 1:11-16 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what do you see?” And I said, “I 
see a branch of an almond tree.” 12  Then the LORD said to me, “You have seen well, for I am ready to perform 
My word.” 13  And the word of the LORD came to me the second time, saying, “What do you see?” And I said, “I 
see a boiling pot, and it is facing away from the north.” 14 Then the LORD said to me: Out of the north calamity 
shall break forth On all the inhabitants of the land. 15 For behold, I am calling All the families of the kingdoms 
of the north,” says the LORD; “They shall come and each one set his throne At the entrance of the gates of 
Jerusalem, Against all its walls all around, And against all the cities of Judah. 16 I will utter My judgments 
Against them concerning all their wickedness, Because they have forsaken Me, Burned incense to other gods, 
And worshiped the works of their own hands. 

There is much significance in an almond tree and a boiling pot. The almond tree blooms 
early in the Spring before anything else. In fact, it was referred to as the hasty tree 
because it bloomed in January and bore fruit in March. Matthew Henry has some 
insightful information about the almond tree which provides sound advice for young 
preachers:  

“God, having answered his objection, that he was a child, goes on to initiate him in the prophetical learning and language; and, 
having promised to enable him to speak intelligibly to the people, he here teaches him to understand what God says to him; for 
prophets must have eyes in their heads as well as tongues, must be seers as well as speakers. He therefore asks him, 
“Jeremiah, what seest thou? Look about thee, and observe now.” And he was soon aware of what was presented to him: “I see a 
rod, denoting affliction and chastisement, a correcting rod hanging over us; and it is a rod of an almond-tree, which is one of the 
forwardest trees in the spring, is in the bud and blossom quickly, when other trees are scarcely broken out;” it flourishes, says 
Pliny, in the month of January, and by March has ripe fruits; hence it is called in the Hebrew, Shakedh, the hasty tree. Whether 
this rod that Jeremiah saw had already budded, as some think, or whether it was stripped and dry, as others think, and yet 
Jeremiah knew it to be of an almond-tree, as Aaron’s rod was, is uncertain; but God explained it in the next words (v. 12): Thou 
hast well seen. God commended him that he was so observant, and so quick of apprehension, as to be aware, though it was the 
first vision he ever saw, that it was a rod of an almond-tree, that his mind was so composed as to be able to distinguish. Prophets 
have need of good eyes; and those that see well shall be commended, and not those only that speak well. “Thou hast seen a 
hasty tree, which signifies that I will hasten my word to perform it.” Jeremiah shall prophesy that which he himself shall live to see 
accomplished. We have the explication of this, Ezek. vii. 10, 11, “The rod hath blossomed, pride hath budded, violence has risen 
up into a rod of wickedness. The measure of Jerusalem’s iniquity fills very fast; and, as if their destruction slumbered too long, 
they waken it, they hasten it, and I will hasten to perform what I have spoken against them.”60 

The people would watch for the almond tree to blossom and bear fruit just as God 
watches over and performs His word. It is not enough to speak the Word. Preachers 
need to also see the Word. The boiling pot points to coming judgment and calamity in 
response to the people falling away from God. Are things today reaching a boiling point 
in the church? Many pastors preach like this question is irrelevant. Can they not see the 
word of God? God told Jeremiah that you have seen well. This generation needs to 
see the Word and they need to see well.  

 The next thing God shares with young Jeremiah reveals the nature of prophetic 
preaching required by God. Remember, this occurs before he has preached one word 
to the people. Although I have already discussed challenging aspects in preaching the 
Word to God’s people, it is important to draw further attention to it here. 

• Jer. 1:17-19 “Therefore prepare yourself and arise, And speak to them all that I command you. Do not be 
dismayed before their faces, Lest I dismay you before them. 18 For behold, I have made you this day A fortified 
city and an iron pillar, And bronze walls against the whole land—Against the kings of Judah, Against its 

 
60 Accordance 13 (2019) Matthew Henry Commentary, para. 22962 &  
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princes, Against its priests, And against the people of the land. 19 They will fight against you, But they shall 
not prevail against you. For I am with you,” says the LORD, “to deliver you.”   

Three things are quite informative in the above verses. It is as instructive for today’s 
young preachers as it was for young Jeremiah.  

1. Prepare yourself 
2. Arise 
3. Speak to them 

How can new generation preachers accomplish such a difficult assignment? The Lord 
says do not be dismayed before their faces. You cannot afford to be so intimidated 
by people that you become scared or reluctant to preach all that God commands. We 
have discussed this earlier in some detail regarding the confusion of faces and not to 
fear the people you are preaching to, but here there is the instruction with a 
consequence. If new generation preachers allow themselves to get caught up in the 
quicksand of human thoughts, opinions, and feelings their preaching will become void of 
any prophetic significance to change lives and lifestyles. In addition, there is the 
consequence that the preacher also becomes dismayed by God (Jer. 1:17).  

 Young Jeremiah finally begins to preach the full counsel of God’s word to the 
people. He begins by revealing from God’s perspective the truth about their spiritual 
condition.        

• Jer. 2:30-32 “In vain I have chastened your children; They received no correction. Your sword has devoured 
your prophets Like a destroying lion. 31 “O generation, see the word of the LORD! Have I been a wilderness to 
Israel, Or a land of darkness? Why do My people say, ‘We are lords; We will come no more to You’? 32 Can a 
virgin forget her ornaments, Or a bride her attire? Yet My people have forgotten Me days without number.    

This condition described above is identified as a backsliding one. In fact, Jeremiah 
repeatedly refers to Israel as backsliding Israel (Jer. 3:6, 8, 11, 12) who did not return 
to the Lord (Jer:3:7) after repeated calls to do so. And Jeremiah revealed in his 
preaching that Judah did not return to God with her whole heart, but in pretense (Jer. 
3:10). Backsliding means the people have turned back and retreated from the Lord and 
His word. God knows best the spiritual condition of His church in every generation. This 
is why I urge young preachers to pray and consult God’s word for a clear revelation 
from the Spirit on the true spiritual condition of the people. The messages to the seven 
churches follow the prophetic pattern we are discussing in this section (See Rev. 2 & 3). 
The Bible says despite all Israel had done God still reaches out to them. 

• Jer. 3:12-18 Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say: “Return, backsliding Israel,’ says the 
LORD; “I will not cause My anger to fall on you. For I am merciful,’ says the LORD; ‘I will not remain angry 
forever. 13 Only acknowledge your iniquity, That you have transgressed against the LORD your God, And have 
scattered your charms To alien deities under every green tree, And you have not obeyed My voice,’ says the 
LORD. 14  “Return, O backsliding children,” says the LORD; “for I am married to you. I will take you, one from a 
city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion. 15 And I will give you shepherds according to My heart, 
who will feed you with knowledge and understanding. 16  “Then it shall come to pass, when you are multiplied 
and increased in the land in those days,” says the LORD, “that they will say no more, ‘The ark of the covenant 
of the LORD.’ It shall not come to mind, nor shall they remember it, nor shall they visit it, nor shall it be made 
anymore. 17   “At that time Jerusalem shall be called The Throne of the LORD, and all the nations shall be 
gathered to it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem. No more shall they follow the dictates of their evil 
hearts. 18  “In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come together 
out of the land of the north to the land that I have given as an inheritance to your fathers.   
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Young preachers must preach with a prophetic anointing but first they must gain 
a clear revelation from God and His word. This is why Jeremiah proclaims in the midst 
of his message, O generation, see the word of the LORD! (Jer. 2:31). A seer is one 
who receives revelation. He looks for it in the Word. This generation needs preachers 
who see the word of the Lord and then boldly speak it. Preachers who listen to the 
people more than God refrain from doing what is most needed in preaching. And what 
do these preachers listen to that causes them to refrain from seeing and speaking the 
full counsel of God’s Word?   

• Isaiah 30:10-13 Who say to the seers, “Do not see,” And to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us right things; 
Speak to us smooth things, prophesy deceits. 11 Get out of the way, Turn aside from the path, Cause the Holy 
One of Israel To cease from before us.” 12  Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel: “Because you despise 
this word, And trust in oppression and perversity, And rely on them, 13 Therefore this iniquity shall be to you 
Like a breach ready to fall, A bulge in a high wall, Whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant. 

• 2Tim. 4:1-5 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the 
dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, 
rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves 
teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be 
watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

Note how this iniquity or sin in the above Scriptures has to do with attitudes and 
responses toward the spoken word of God. It is like saying, we only want to hear what 
we want to hear. In this regard, too many preachers today are accommodating the 
desires of the people. The Bible says this is like a breach ready to fall. However, new 
generation preachers can repair this breach by seeing and preaching the Word in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  

Overcoming Personal and Cultural Influences 

 Personal influences and a rapidly changing culture are strongly affecting and 
influencing preaching. What are we talking about in regard to personal and cultural 
influences? It is especially important to understand that this is referring to the power of 
an individual or group to sway or control the decisions of others. Here are just a few 
social and cultural issues from western culture that clearly violate God’s word.  

Issue The Word 
Abortion on demand Psa. 139:13-16 For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. 14 I will 

praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul 
knows very well. 15 My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully 
wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And 
in Your book they all were written, The days fashioned for me, When as yet there were none of 
them. 

Homosexuality 
(LGBTQ movement) 

Rom. 1:26-28 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged 
the natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and 
receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 28  And even as they did not like to 
retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are 
not fitting.  

Same sex marriage Matt. 19:4-6 And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made them at the 
beginning ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father 
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and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So then, they are no 
longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.” 

Gender identity and 
gene manipulation 

Gen.1:27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them. 

Legalization of 
Marijuana  

Rev. 9:21 And they did not repent of their murders or their sorceries (Greek pharmakeia), or their 
sexual immorality or their thefts. 

 

There has been a widespread silence from pulpits on many social and moral issues. 
This could be due to the fact that Christians are divided on such issues. This is shocking 
in itself on many fronts. It means these cultural shifts away from what the Bible says are 
influencing believers more than is commonly thought. They are going unchallenged for 
the most part. Preachers need to challenge these things with the eternal truth of God’s 
word. But it must be done in the right spirit with the wisdom and power of the Holy Spirit.  

There is an important question that needs to be asked of this generation. Is it 
possible to love and respect others without having to accept or agree with their 
unbiblical ideologies and beliefs? Are young leaders and Christians in general willing to 
defend the Word in the face of demands to comply with unchristian agendas and 
lifestyles of multiculturalism around the world? Secular culture is demanding that 
Christians be tolerant and even stand down as the ungodly promote lifestyles and 
practices that are abominations to God. I like what Dr. Voddie Bachman, an American 
who is currently Dean of Theology at African Christian University in Lusaka, Zambia 
said in a recent interview:    

“Messages that point to a salvation other than the Gospel of Jesus “have to be confronted” because “these ideologies actually 
undermine our message, as Christians. I’m concerned about people. I’m concerned about justice. I’m concerned about souls. 
And I know where this stuff comes from. I understand where it comes from. And I am not willing to lay down my Bible and have 
anyone force me to agree with certain things, simply because, if I don’t, they will — you know, they will somehow label me and 
call me names.”61 

This is a clear warning to Christians and particularly young preachers. You can be kind. 
You can be humble. But you cannot be conciliatory, not one bit when it comes to evil 
practices of any culture. You cannot be silent about things that the Bible clearly reveals 
as sin. Preachers speak the truth in love and provide to people the Bible way of 
redemption in Christ.  

 Lawlessness is growing by leaps and bounds in the United States of America 
and around the world. The social justice the world offers is not the justice of the Bible. 
Past generations of Americans looked toward God and the Bible to determine what is 
true and moral. This is no longer the case. A new study from the Cultural Research 
Center (CRC) at Arizona Christian University shows that some 58% of Americans 
surveyed no longer believe that and instead say it is up to the individual to decide what 
is true or moral. They concluded that belief in absolute moral truth rooted in God's word 
is rapidly eroding among all American adults, whether churched or unchurched, within 

 
61 Dan Andros, CBN News Article, Social Justice Is Not the Same as Biblical Justice’: Professor Issues 
Warning to Christians, , June 22, 2020. https://www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/cwn/2020/june/lsquo-social-
justice-is-not-the-same-as-biblical-justice-rsquo-professor-issues-warning-to-christians 
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every political segment, and within every age group.62 This includes many Christians 
from all walks of life who increasingly identify with the ideals of secular and religious 
humanism and the postmodern progressive agenda. Any preaching to the contrary is 
viewed as unloving and judgmental. This generation of Christians needs to understand 
that a cultural revolution has come to America. Tucker Carlson of Fox News warns: It 
seems clear that many in power are pushing hard for racial division. For hatred. For 
violence. Let’s pray they don’t get what they want. Tribal conflict destroys countries 
faster than any plague.63 George Barna, CRC Director of Research shares these 
alarming statistics: 

"Only half of Americans now believe in an all-knowing, all-powerful, loving, and forgiving God.  And less than half believe the 
Bible is completely true and relevant to modern life. "It's one thing to lack theological clarity regarding biblical perspectives on 
immigration policy or the end times," he laments. "It's a much more serious condition when the general public outright rejects 
God as the source of truth, the Bible as the conveyance of truth, and the very importance of integrating a known, proven, and 
stable source of truth into our daily decision-making and lifestyle."64 

In addition, Dr. Tracy Munsil, CRC Executive Director, says the implications are 
staggering for the next generation and urges a call to action.  

"We are seeing an untethered generation, young people completely adrift, with no foundation in God, biblical truth, or standards 
of morality—the very things that enabled generations before them to live well and flourish. Those who still recognize the truth of 
God and His standards have a responsibility to share these with the next generation. Or they will be lost to this next generation, 
and maybe to our nation forever."65 

The situation described is more serious than many understand. This is what we 
see in the United States and to some degree it is infiltrating into other nations and 
cultures. It will not go well for any nation or people that forsake God. This is why those 
called to preach must rise to the occasion and preach the Word in the power of the Holy 
Spirit calling the people and nations back to God just like the prophets repeatedly called 
Israel to return to the LORD. The best antidote against personal and cultural influences 
is prayer and the preaching of the whole counsel of God. There can be no argument 
with a profoundly changed life when the gospel is clearly preached. Let us remind 
ourselves and understand from a biblical perspective what it means to live in faith 
together.  

• Gal. 3:26-26-29  For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there 
is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are 
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

• Gal. 6:14-15 But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision avails anything, but a new creation. 

 
62  Deborah Bunting, CBN News Article, New Survey Reveals Most Americans and Many Who Identify As 
Christians, No Longer Believe In Absolute Moral Truth. June 5:2020. 
https://www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/us/2020/june/new-survey-shows-most-americans-and-many-who-identify-
as-christians-no-longer-believe-in-absolute-truth 
63 Tucker Carson, Fox News. Cultural Revolution has come to America – brainwashing underway, June 6, 
2020. https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/cults-allies-george-floyd-tucker-carlson   
64 Bunting, CBN News Article. 
65 Ibid. 
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Every generation of preachers has to come to grips with the biblical fact of being 
not of this world. This is what Jesus said in His great prayer for us.  

• John 17:15-19 I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from 
the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your 
word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I 
sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth.  

This is a profound spiritual truth many do not understand. Note the emphasis on the 
Word. Preachers are set apart for the preaching of the Word. The Word is truth! It is this 
Word of Truth that sanctifies the preacher and those he preaches to. It is alarming to 
observe a growing number of those preaching the Word caught up by the world’s view 
on social justice, moral issues, and cultural diversity. The Bible warns God’s people 
against this syncretism with the world. 

• Deut. 12:29-32 “When the LORD your God cuts off from before you the nations which you go to dispossess, 
and you displace them and dwell in their land, 30 take heed to yourself that you are not ensnared to follow 
them, after they are destroyed from before you, and that you do not inquire after their gods, saying, “How did 
these nations serve their gods? I also will do likewise.’ 31 You shall not worship the LORD your God in that 
way; for every abomination to the LORD which He hates they have done to their gods; for they burn even their 
sons and daughters in the fire to their gods. 32  “Whatever I command you, be careful to observe it; you shall 
not add to it nor take away from it. 

• Deut. 18:9-14 “When you come into the land which the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not learn to 
follow the abominations of those nations. 10 There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son 
or his daughter pass through the fire, or one who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets 
omens, or a sorcerer, 11 or one who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. 
12 For all who do these things are an abomination to the LORD, and because of these abominations the LORD 
your God drives them out from before you. 13 You shall be blameless before the LORD your God. 14 For these 
nations which you will dispossess listened to soothsayers and diviners; but as for you, the LORD your God 
has not appointed such for you. 

This generation of preachers needs a spiritual circumcision before they cross the 
Jordan and begin preaching the Word. They need to separate themselves from 
personal and cultural influences that will ensnare them, and the people God sends them 
to. The New Testament also warns against getting caught in the jaws of the world’s 
darkness and principles.   

• 2Cor. 6:14-18 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness 
with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? 
Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For 
you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be 
their God, And they shall be My people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from among them And be separate, says the 
Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18 “I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My 
sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty.”   

• Col. 2:8   Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of 
men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 

You are called to preach the Word to them in the power of the Holy Spirit; not to follow 
the cultural practices that violate His word. I believe God is raising up a new generation 
of preachers that will lead His people out of the world’s captivity. 
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Preaching Through Prayer  

 The late Evangelist Billy Graham (1918-2018) is universally recognized as one of 
the greatest preachers of modern times. His recorded messages still move people to 
turn to Christ. Have you ever wondered what his advice would be to young preachers 
today? Here is the advice he gave to one young preacher before he went to glory. 

“I’m going to tell you some things I learned. I wish I did less preaching. I wish I didn’t preach as much. I wish I had spent more 
time on my knees. We could have seen so much more if we spent more time on our knees. Especially, if I spent more time on my 
knees praying instead of preaching. But praying. We could have seen even more people come to the knowledge of Christ. So, 
make sure you pray, pray, pray because that’s the key to see people come to know Christ.”66 

More praying and less preaching. Allow that to sink in. It is not some new sound bite or 
catchy phrase to include in preaching. Rather, it is the key to unlocking the transforming 
power of the Word and Spirit in preaching. The connection between prayer and 
preaching is well established in the Early Church. We discussed earlier the devotion of 
the apostles to prayer and the ministry of the Word (Acts 6:4). And the church prayed 
for divine enablement to boldly speak the Word in the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 
4:31). The Word and Spirit also came to the Gentiles because two men, Peter, and 
Cornelius, were in prayer (Acts 10:1-8; 9-15; 44-48). Paul and Barnabas went forth by 
the Sprit preaching because a group of Ephesians 4:11 ministers prayed and fasted 
(Acts 13:1-3).  

 The pattern of preaching through prayer continued throughout the Early Church. 
It is an established pattern that new generation preachers need to follow today. Paul 
and Silas with young Timothy received and obeyed the Macedonian call in a vision 
(Acts 16:9-10). Certainly, prayer was involved and as they went forth to reach Philippi 
they first went to the place of prayer. 

• Acts 16:13-15 And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was customarily 
made; and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there. 14 Now a certain woman named Lydia heard 
us. She was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened her heart to 
heed the things spoken by Paul. 15 And when she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, “If 
you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” So she persuaded us. 16  Now it 
happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who 
brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. 17 This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, 
“These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” 18 And this she 
did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of 
Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came out that very hour. 

Even when they are arrested and put into the Philippian jail, they found a place of 
prayer at midnight that opened the door to speak the word of the Lord to the jailer and 
his household.  

• Acts 16:25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them. 

• Acts 16:29-34 Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 And he 
brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31  So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to 
all who were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And 

 
66 Interview with Billy Graham’s grandson, Will Graham, Prayer March 2020, September 26, 2020. 
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immediately he and all his family were baptized. 34 Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food 
before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household. 

Over and over again the effectiveness of prayer in the preaching of the Word is 
demonstrated in the ministries of those called to preach. Remember, Paul enlisted 
others to pray for him to preach as he should. This is why I continue to exhort young 
leaders in every place to work as a team. If Paul needed prayer for preaching, then how 
much more do we! His appeals for prayer are mostly linked with the preaching of the 
Word.  

• Col. 4:2   Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 3 meanwhile praying also for us, 
that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 4 
that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. 

• 1Th. 5:25   Brethren, pray for us. 

• 2Th. 3:1 Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified, just as it is 
with you. 

Take heed to the advice of Billy Graham.  Pray more than you preach! 

I want to conclude this section and The Preaching Manual by urging young 
leaders to rise up, stand and deliver, and preach the Word in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Follow the prayer example of those in the Early Church. God will transform your 
preaching. The power of the Word and Spirit will manifest. The Word will spread and 
multiply. Signs, wonders, and miracles will multiply. The number of disciples will multiply 
by the hand of God. The great end time harvest is upon us. The world is about to 
encounter a powerful wave of preaching in this generation. Arise! Prepare yourself! Be 
filled with the Holy Spirit!  Preach the Word! God will take care of the rest! Amen. 
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Appendix 1: Preaching Examples in the Book of Acts67 

 

Major Sermons and Preaching in the Book of Acts 

SERMON THEME 
BIBLICAL 

REFERENCE 

Peter to Crowds at 
Pentecost 

Peter’s Explanation of Pentecost Acts 2:14-40 

Peter to Crowds at the 
Temple 

The Jewish People should repent for crucifying the Messiah Acts 3:12-26 

Peter to the Sanhedrin Testimony that a helpless man was healed by the power of Jesus Acts 4:5-12 

Stephen to the Sanhedrin Stephen reviews Jewish history, accusing the Jews of killing the Messiah Acts 7 

Philip to the Samaritans 
Philip flees Jerusalem after the stoning of Stephen and begins to preach to 

the Samaritans 
Acts 8:5 

Peter to Gentiles Gentiles can be saved in the same manner as Jews Acts 10:28-47 

Peter to church at 
Jerusalem 

Peter’s Testimony of his experiences at Joppa and a defense of this 
ministry to the Gentiles 

Acts 11:4-18 

Paul to Synagogue at 
Antioch 

Jesus was the Messiah in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies Acts 13:16-41 

Paul and Barnabus at 
Iconium 

Paul and Barnabus spoke boldly in Iconium’s Jewish Synagogue, causing 
many to believe and disbelievers to stir up opposition 

Acts 14:3-7 

Peter to Jerusalem 
Council 

Salvation by grace available to all Acts 15:7-11 

James to Jerusalem 
Council 

Gentile converts do not require circumcision Acts 15:13-21 

Paul and Silas in Prison Paul and Silas preach to the prison guard after a terrible earthquake Acts 16:31 

Paul in Athens at the 
Areopagus 

Paul preaches the Gospel in the Athenian culture that has no knowledge of 
the God of Judaism 

Acts 17:22-35 

Paul to Ephesian Elders Remain faithful in spite of false teachers and persecution Acts 20:17-35 

Paul to crowd at 
Jerusalem 

Paul’s statement of his conversion and his mission to the Gentiles Acts 22:1-21 

Paul to Sanhedrin Paul’s defense declaring himself a Pharisee and Roman Citizen Acts 23:1-6 

Paul’s defense before 
Felix in Caesarea 

Paul proclaims his righteousness and judgment to come Acts 24:10-21 

Paul to King Agrippa Paul’s statement of his conversion and zeal for the Gospel Acts 26:2-23 

Paul to Jewish leaders at 
Rome 

Paul’s statement about his Jewish Heritage Acts 28:17-20 

*Much of the information in this chart is taken from Nelson’s Complete Book of Maps and 

Charts (1996). 

 

 

 

 
67 Kevin Halloran, Leadership Resources International, A List of Sermons in the Book of Acts, March 19, 
2014 Blog,  https://www.leadershipresources.org/blog/list-of-sermons-in-acts/. Accessed June 22, 2020. 
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Appendix 2: Characteristics of the Apostolic Preaching in Acts68 

1. The Apostles’ preaching was biblical. 

The apostles saw the recent events of Christ being crucified and being raised from the dead as 

historical fact and something predicted in the Old Testament Scriptures. This led them to quote 

Scripture frequently in their proclamation of the gospel. 

Two characteristics of their biblical preaching: 

• It was expository in style. The Apostles did not pull verses out of context or quote 

Scripture to serve their agenda, but rather clearly and properly explained the Scriptures’ 

God-given meaning to their hearers and applied it to their hearts. Peter’s sermon at 

Pentecost in Acts 2 explains passages from Joel and the Psalms to substantiate his 

claim that Jesus is the prophesied Messiah. 

• It kept the Bible’s one story in mind. The Bible is one book with one story about one 

person; it tells the story of God’s redemption through Jesus Christ. The apostles’ 

preaching kept the Bible’s one story in mind by proclaiming Jesus to be the fulfillment of 

Old Testament Scriptures, “…what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his 

Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled” (Acts 3:18, see also 21-26). 

2. The Apostles’ preached Christ. 

The focus of the apostles’ preaching was unabashedly Jesus Christ. Their message consisted 

with the work and person of Jesus Christ and often ended calling listeners to respond to the 

implications of the life-changing message of Christ. This is why Paul later said “We proclaim 

Him…” (Colossians 1:28) and “I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and 

Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2). 

Here are some specific things emphasized by the apostles about Jesus Christ: 

• Jesus as Lord. Jesus was not just some other crucified criminal—He is the Lord of all 

creation who will judge the living and the dead. In the sermon at Pentecost, Peter 

preaches Jesus as Lord from Psalm 110 and applies it the following way, 

“Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and 

Christ…” (Acts 2:36). 

• Christ crucified and risen from the dead. Preaching Jesus as Christ revealed Him as 

God’s chosen Messiah. Preaching Christ crucified revealed the Jesus who died a brutal 

death on the cross for our sake. Preaching Christ risen from the dead reveals that He 

conquered death and is alive in heaven. Preaching Christ crucified and risen explains 

how man can be made right with God through God making atonement for our sins 

through the death of His Son. The entire history and hope of humankind hinges upon the 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Acts 17:2-3 details the habit of Paul preaching 

the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ: 

 
68 Kevin Halloran, Leadership Resources International, 6 Characteristics of Apostolic Preaching in the 
Book of Acts, March 20, 2014 Blog, https://www.leadershipresources.org/blog/characteristics-apostolic-
preaching-book-acts/. Accessed June 22, 2020.  
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“And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from 

the Scriptures, explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise 

from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.”” 

• Jesus as the only Savior.  The apostles only give one solution to the judgment of God 

that comes from humanity’s sin problem: Jesus Christ as the only Savior. 

“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 

men by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12 

3. The Apostles preached faith in Christ and repentance. 

The apostles’ desired for their listeners to believe in Jesus Christ and repent from their sins. The 

themes of God’s judgment, human guilt, and the need for repentance are echoed throughout the 

pages of Acts. 

“And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by 

God to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone 

who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” Acts 10:42-43 

People responded to the apostles in several ways. Many believed the word of the gospel, 

repented, baptized, and added to the church (2:41, 14:1, 28:24, etc.). Others disbelieved and 

some began to actively oppose the ministry of the apostles. 

Three examples of mixed responses to the apostles can be seen in Acts 14:1-2, 17:1-5, 28:23-

24. 

4. The Apostles preached in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The apostles received power when the Holy Spirit came upon them, just as Jesus had promised 

in Acts 1:8. The Spirit’s power impacted their preaching and caused their words to cut listeners 

to the heart (2:37) and caused many people to believe and receive the Spirit as well (10:44-45). 

“…they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God…” Acts 4:31 

The combination of preaching the Bible by the power of the Spirit is what gives preaching the 

most power. Paul describes the Word of God as “the sword of the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:17). The 

Spirit uses the Word like a sword to impact the hearts of listeners, which is exactly what we 

observe in the apostles’ preaching ministry. 

5. The Apostles preached with boldness. 

Preaching with boldness is closely tied to Spirit-powered preaching. The apostles could not help 

but speak of the amazing things they had seen and heard after witnessing the resurrected 

Jesus and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 4:20). They displayed their 

boldness by declaring to people their guilt and by testifying to Christ boldly in front of rulers and 

authorities (Acts 23-26). 

Soon after the Apostle Paul was converted from a Christian-hater to a Christian himself, he 

began proclaiming Jesus with great boldness (Acts 9:27). 

6. The Apostles preached with their listeners’ situations in mind. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%204.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2010.42-43
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2014.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2017.1-5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2028.23-24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2028.23-24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%201.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%204.31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ephesians%206.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%204.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%209.27
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The apostles knew their audiences and were able to tailor their gospel proclamation to each 

group. To the Jews, Stephen preached Jewish history (Acts 7), to the Greek Athenians, Paul 

quoted Athenian poets and referred to an altar of an unknown god known in their city (Acts 17). 

*The characteristics covered in this post refer to the apostles’ proclamation of the gospel 

(kerygma), which is to be differentiated from the teaching that would follow gospel proclamation 

(didache). 
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Appendix 3: Manuscript of Jonathan Edward’s Famous Message 

Jonathan Edwards SINNERS IN THE HANDS OF AN ANGRY GOD SERMON VI. 

This is the classic sermon preached by Jonathan Edwards on July 8, 1741 in Enfield, 

Massachusetts (now Connecticut). 

Deuteronomy 32:35— . . .their foot shall slide in due time 

In this verse is threatened the vengeance of God on the wicked unbelieving Israelites, who were 

God's visible people, and who lived under the means of grace; but who, notwithstanding all 

God's wonderful works towards them, remained (as verse 28.) void of counsel, having no 

understanding in them. Under all the cultivations of heaven, they brought forth bitter and 

poisonous fruit; as in the two verses next preceding the text.—The expression I have chosen for 

my text, their foot shall slide in due time, seems to imply the following things, relating to the 

punishment and destruction to which these wicked Israelites were exposed.  

1. That they were always exposed to destruction; as one that stands or walks in slippery places 

is always exposed to fall. This is implied in the manner of their destruction coming upon them, 

being represented by their foot sliding. The same is expressed, Psalm 72:18. "Surely thou didst 

set them in slippery places; thou castedst them down into destruction."  

2. It implies, that they were always exposed to sudden unexpected destruction. As he that walks 

in slippery places is every moment liable to fall, he cannot foresee one moment whether he shall 

stand or fall the next; and when he does fall, he falls at once without warning: Which is also 

expressed in Psalm 73:18,19. "Surely thou didst set them in slippery places; thou castedst them 

down into destruction: How are they brought into desolation as in a moment!"  

3. Another thing implied is, that they are liable to fall of themselves, without being thrown down 

by the hand of another; as he that stands or walks on slippery ground needs nothing but his own 

weight to throw him down.  

4. That the reason why they are not fallen already and do not fall now is only that God's 

appointed time is not come. For it is said, that when that due time, or appointed time comes, 

their foot shall slide. Then they shall be left to fall, as they are inclined by their own weight. God 

will not hold them up in these slippery places any longer, but will let them go; and then, at that 

very instant, they shall fall into destruction; as he that stands on such slippery declining ground, 

on the edge of a pit, he cannot stand alone, when he is let go he immediately falls and is lost. 

The observation from the words that I would now insist upon is this.—"There is nothing that 

keeps wicked men at any one moment out of hell, but the mere pleasure of God."—By the mere 

pleasure of God, I mean his sovereign pleasure, his arbitrary will, restrained by no obligation, 

hindered by no manner of difficulty, any more than if nothing else but God's mere will had in the 

least degree, or in any respect whatsoever, any hand in the preservation of wicked men one 

moment.—The truth of this observation may appear by the following considerations. There is 

nothing that keeps wicked men at any one moment out of hell, but the mere pleasure of God. By 

the mere pleasure of God, I mean His sovereign pleasure, his arbitrary will, restrained by no 

obligation, hindered by no manner of difficulty any more than if nothing else but Gods mere will 

had, in the last degree, or in any respect whatsoever, any hand in the preservation of wicked 

men one moment. The truth of this observation may appear by the following consideration:  
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1. There is no want of power in God to cast wicked men into hell at any moment. Men's hands 

cannot be strong, when God raises up. The strongest have no power to resist Him, nor can any 

deliver out of His hands. He is not only able to cast wicked men into hell, but he can most easily 

do it. Sometimes an earthly prince meets with a great deal of difficulty in subduing a rebel, who 

has found means to fortify himself, and has made himself strong by the number of his followers. 

But it is not so with God. There is no fortress that is any defense from the power of God. Though 

hand join in hand, and a vast multitude themselves, they are easily broken in pieces. They are 

as great heaps of light chaff before the whirlwind; or large quantities of dry stubble before 

devouring flames. We find it easy to tread on and crush a worm that we see crawling on the 

earth; so it is for us to cut or singe a slender thread that anything hangs by: thus easy is it for 

God when He pleases, to cast His enemies down to hell. What are we, that we should think to 

stand before Him, at whose rebuke the earth trembles, and before whom the rocks are thrown 

down?  

2. They deserve the be cast into hell; so that divine justice never stands in the way; it makes no 

objection against Gods using His power at any moment to destroy them. Yea, on the contrary, 

justice calls aloud for an infinite punishment of their sins. Divine justice says of the tree that 

brings forth such grapes of Sodom, ". . .cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground?"— Luke 13:7. 

The sword of divine justice is every moment brandished over the hand of arbitrary mercy, and 

Gods mere will that holds it back.  

3. They are already under a sentence of condemnation to hell. They do not only justly deserve 

to be cast down thither, but the sentence of the law of God, that eternal and immutable rule of 

righteousness that God has fixed between Him and mankind, is gone out against them, and 

stands against them; so that they are bound over already to hell. John 3:18—". . .he that 

believeth not is condemned already," So that every unconverted man properly belongs to hell; 

that is his place; from thence he is. John 8:23—". . .Ye are from beneath;" and thither he is 

bound; it is the place that justice, and God's Word, and sentence of His unchangeable law, 

assign to him.  

4. They are now the objects of that very same anger and wrath of God, that is expressed in the 

torments of hell; and the reason why they do not go down to hell at each moment, is not 

because God, in whose power they are, is not at present very angry with them; as he is with 

many miserable creatures now tormented in hell, who there feel and bear the fierceness of His 

wrath. Yea, God is a great deal more angry with great numbers that are now on earth, yea 

doubtless with some who may be hearing me speak now, who, it may be are at ease, than he is 

with many of those that are now in the flames of hell. So it is not because God is unmindful of 

their wickedness, and does not resent it, that he does not let loose His hand, and cut them off. 

God is not altogether such a one as themselves, though they may imagine Him to be so. The 

wrath of God burns against them, their damnation does not slumber; the pit is prepared, the fire 

is made ready, the furnace is now hot, ready to receive them; the flames do now rage and glow. 

The glittering sword is whetted, and held over them, and the pit hath opened its mouth under 

them.  

5. The devil stands ready to fall upon them, and seize them as his own, at what moment God 

shall permit him. They belong to him; he has their souls in his possession, and under his 

dominion. The Scripture represents them as his goals—Luke 11:21. The devils watch them; 

they are ever by them, at their right hand; they stand waiting for them; like greedy hungry lions, 

that see their prey, and expect to have it, but are for the present kept back. If God should 
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withdraw His hand, by which they are restrained, they would in one moment fly upon their poor 

souls. The old Serpent is gaping for them; hell opens its mouth wide to receive them; and if God 

should permit it, they would be hastily swallowed up and lost.  

6. There are in the souls of wicked men those hellish principles reigning, that would presently 

kindle and flame out into hell fire, if it were not for God's restraints. There is laid in the very 

nature of carnal men, a foundation for the torments of hell. There are those corrupt principles, in 

reigning power in them, and in full possession of them, that are seeds of hell fire. The principles 

are active and powerful, exceedingly violent in their nature; and if it were not for the restraining 

hand of God upon them, they would soon break out; they would flame out after the same 

manner as the same corruption, the same enmity, does in the hearts of damned souls, and 

would beget the same torments as they do in them. The souls of the wicked are in Scriptures 

compared to the troubled sea—Isaiah 57:20. For the present, God restrains their wickedness by 

His mighty power, as He does the raging waves of the troubled sea, saying "Hitherto shalt thou 

come, and no further," but if God should withdraw that restraining power, it would soon carry all 

before it. Sin is the ruin and misery of the soul; it is destructive in its nature; and if God should 

leave it without restraint, there would need nothing else to make the soul perfectly miserable. 

The corruption of the heart of the man is immoderate and boundless in its fury; and while wicked 

men live here, it is like fire pent up by the course of nature; and as the heart is now a sink of sin, 

so, if sin was not restrained, it would immediately turn the soul into a fiery oven, or furnace of 

fire and brimstone.  

7. It is no security to wicked men for one moment, that there are no visible means of death at 

hand! It is no security to a natural man, that he is now in health, and that he does not see which 

way he should now immediately go out of the world by any accident, and that there is not visible 

danger, in any respect, in his circumstances. The manifold and continual experience of the 

world, in all ages, shows this is no evidence that a man is not on the very brink of eternity and 

that the next step will not be into another world. The unseen, unthought-of-ways and means of 

persons going suddenly out of the world are innumerable and inconceivable. Unconverted men 

walk over the pit of hell on a rotten covering, and there are innumerable places in this covering 

so weak that they will not bear their weight, and these places are not seen. The arrows of death 

fly unseen at noon-day; the sharpest sight cannot discern them. God has so many different 

unsearchable ways of taking wicked men out of the world and sending them to hell, that there is 

nothing to make it appear that God had need to be at the expense of a miracle, or to go out of 

the ordinary course of His providence to destroy any wicked man, at any moment. All the means 

that there are of sinners going out of the world, are so in God's hands, and so universally and 

absolutely subject to His power and determination, that it does not depend at all the less on the 

mere will of God, whether sinners shall at any moment go to hell, than if means were never 

made use of, or at all concerned in the case.  

8. Natural men's prudence and care to preserve their own lives, or the care of others to 

preserve them, do not secure them a moment. To this, divine providence and universal 

experience do bear testimony. There is this clear evidence that men's own wisdom is no 

security to them from death; that, if it were otherwise, we should see some difference between 

the wise and politic men of the world and others, with regard to their liableness to early and 

unexpected death; but how is it in fact? ". . .how dieth the wise man? as the fool."— 

Ecclesiastes 2:16.  
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9. All wicked men's pains and contrivances which they use to escape hell, while they continue to 

reject Christ, and so remain wicked men, do not secure them, from hell one moment. Almost 

every natural man that hears of hell, flatters himself that he shall escape it; he depends upon 

himself for his own security; he flatters himself in what he has done, in what he is now doing, or 

what he intends to do; every one lays out matters in his own mind, how he shall avoid 

damnation, and flatters himself that he contrives well for himself, and that his schemes will not 

fail. They hear indeed that there are but few saved, and that the greater part of men that have 

died heretofore, are gone to hell; but each one imagines that he forms plans to effect his escape 

better than others have done. He does not intend to go to that place of torment; he says within 

himself, that he intends to take effectual care, and to order matters so for himself as not to fail. 

But the foolish children of men miserably delude themselves in their own schemes, and in 

confidence in their own strength and wisdom; they trust to nothing but shadow. The greater part 

of those who heretofore have lived under the same means of grace, and are now dead, are 

undoubtedly gone to hell; and it was not because they were not as wise as those who are now 

alive, it was not because they did not lay out matters as well for themselves to secure their own 

escape. If we could come to speak with them, and inquire of them, one by one, whether they 

expected, when alive, and when they used to hear about hell, ever to be subjects of that misery, 

we, doubtless, should hear one and another reply, "No, I never intended to come here: I had 

arranged matters otherwise in my mind; I thought I should contrive well for myself; I thought my 

scheme good. I intended to take effectual care; but it came upon me unexpectedly; I did not look 

for it at that time, and in that manner; it came as a thief. Death outwitted me: God's wrath was to 

quick for me O my cursed foolishness! I was flattering myself, and pleasing myself with vain 

dreams of what I would hereafter; and when I was saying peace and safety, then sudden 

destruction came upon me."  

10. God has laid himself under no obligation, by any promise, to keep any natural man out of 

hell one moment. God certainly has made no promises either of eternal life, or of any 

deliverance or preservation from eternal death, but what are contained in the covenant of grace, 

the promises that are given in Christ, in whom all the promises are yea and amen. But surely 

they have no interest in the promise of the covenant of grace who are not the children of the 

covenant, who do not believe in any of the promises, and have no interest in the Mediator of the 

covenant. So that, whatever some have imagined and pretended about promises made to 

natural men's earnest seeking and knocking, it is plain and manifest, that whatever pains a 

natural man takes in religion, whatever prayers he makes, till he believes in Christ, God is under 

no manner of obligation to keep him a moment from eternal destruction. So that thus it is that 

natural men held in the hand of God over the pit of hell; they have deserved the fiery pit, and are 

already sentenced to it; and God is dreadfully provoked: His anger is as great towards them as 

those that are actually suffering the execution of the fierceness of His wrath in hell; and they 

have done nothing in the least to appease or abate that anger, neither is God in the least bound 

by any promise to hold them up for one moment. The devil is waiting for them, hell is gaping for 

them, the flames gather and flash about them, and would fain lay hold on them, and swallow 

them up; the fire pent up in their own hearts is struggling to break out; and they have no means 

within reach that can be any security to them. In short they have no refuge, nothing to take hold 

of; all that preserves them every moment is the mere arbitrary will, and uncovenanted, 

unobliged forbearance of an incensed God.  
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APPLICATION  

The use of this awful subject may be for awakening unconverted persons to a conviction of their 

danger, this that you have heard is the case of every one out if Christ. That world of misery, that 

lake of burning brimstone, is extended abroad under you. There is the dreadful pit of the glowing 

flames of the wrath of God; there is hell's wide gaping mouth open; and you have nothing to 

stand upon, nor anything between you and hell but the air; it is only the power and mere 

pleasure of God that holds you up. You are probably not sensible of this; you find you are kept 

out of hell, but do not see the hand of God in it, but look at other things, as the good state of 

your bodily constitution, your care of your own life, and the means you use for your own 

preservation. But indeed these things are nothing; if God should withdraw His hand, they would 

avail no more to keep you from falling, than the thin air to hold up a person who is suspended in 

it. Your wickedness makes you, as it were, heavy as lead, and to rend downwards with great 

weight and pressure towards hell, and if God should let you go, you would immediately sink, 

and swiftly descend and plunge into the bottomless gulf; and your healthy constitution, and your 

own care and prudence, and best contrivance, and all your righteousness, would have no more 

influence to uphold you, and keep you out of hell, than a spider's web would have to stop a 

falling rock. Were it not for the sovereign pleasure of God, the earth would not bear you one 

moment, for you are a burden to it; the creation groans with you; the creature is made subject to 

the bondage of your corruption, not willingly; the sun does not willingly shine upon you, to give 

you light to serve sin and Satan; the earth does not willingly yield her increase, to satisfy your 

lusts; nor is it willingly to stage for your wickedness to be acted upon; the air does not willingly 

serve you for breath to maintain the flame of life in your vitals, while you spend your life in the 

service of God's enemies. God's creatures are good, and were made for men to serve God with; 

and do not willingly subserve any other purpose, so directly contrary to their nature and end. 

And the world would spew you out, were it not for the sovereign hand of Him who hath subject it 

in hope. There are the black clouds of God's wrath now hanging directly over your heads, full of 

the dreadful storm, and big with thunder; and were it not for the restraining hand of God they 

would immediately burst forth upon you. The sovereign pleasure of God, for the present, stays 

His rough wind, otherwise it would come with fury; and your destruction would come like a 

whirlwind, and would be like the chaff of the summer threshing-floor. The wrath of God is like 

great waters that are restrained for the present; but they increase more and more, and rise 

higher and higher, till an outlet is given; and the longer the stream is stopped the more rapid and 

mighty is its course when once it is let loose. It is true, that judgment against your evil works has 

not been executed hitherto; the floods of God's vengeance have been withheld; but your guilt in 

the meantime is constantly increasing, and you are every day treasuring up more wrath; the 

waters are constantly rising and waxing more and more mighty; and there is nothing but the 

mere pleasure of God that holds the waters back, that are unwilling to be stopped, and press 

hard to go forward. If God should only withdraw His hand from the flood-gate, it would 

immediately fly open, and the fiery floods of the fierceness and wrath of God, would rush forth 

with inconceivable fury, and would come upon you with omnipotent power; and if your strength 

were ten thousand times greater than the strength of the stoutest, sturdiest devil in hell, it would 

be nothing to withstand or endure it. The bow of God's wrath is bent, and the arrow made ready 

on the string; and justice directs the bow to your heart, and strains at the bow: and it is nothing 

but the mere pleasure of God, and that of an angry God, without any promise or obligation at all, 

that keeps the arrow one moment from being made drunk with your blood. Thus all you that 

never passed under a great change of heart, by the mighty power of the Spirit of God upon your 
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souls; all you that were never born again, and made new creatures, and raised from being dead 

in sin, to a state of new, and before altogether unexperienced light and life, are in the hands of 

an angry God. However you may have reformed your life in many things and many have had 

religious affections, and may keep up a form of religion in your families and closets, and in the 

house of God, it is nothing but His mere pleasure that keeps you from being this moment 

swallowed up in everlasting destruction. However unconvinced you may now be of the truth of 

what you hear, by and by you will be fully convinced of it. Those that are gone from being in the 

like circumstances with you, see that it was so with them; for destruction came suddenly upon 

most of them; when they expected nothing of it, and while they were saying, Peace and safety, 

Now they see, that those things on which they depend for peace and safety, were nothing but 

thin air and empty shadows. The God that holds you over the pit of hell, much in the same way 

as one holds a spider, or some loathsome insect, over the fire, abhors you, and is dreadfully 

provoked; His wrath towards you burns like fire; he looks upon you as worthy of nothing else but 

to be cast into the fire; He is of purer eyes than to bear to have you in His sight; you are ten 

thousand times more abominable in His eyes than the most hateful venomous serpent is in 

ours. You have offended Him infinitely more than ever a stubborn rebel did his prince; and yet, it 

is nothing but His hand that holds you from falling into the fire every moment. It is to be ascribed 

to nothing else, that you did not go to hell the last night; that you were suffered to awake again 

in this would, after you closed your eyes to sleep; and there is no other reason to be given, why 

you have not dropped into hell since you arouse in the morning, but that God's hand has held 

you up. There is no other reason to be given, but His mercy; yea, no other reason can be given 

why you do not this very moment drop down into hell. O sinner, consider the fearful danger you 

are in! It is a great furnace of wrath, a wide and bottomless pit, full of the fire if the wrath that 

you are held over in the hand of that God whose wrath is provoked and incensed as much 

against you as against many of the damned in hell. You hang by a slender thread, with the 

flames of divine wrath flashing about it and ready every moment to singe it, and burn it asunder; 

and you have no interest in any Mediator, and nothing to lay hold of to save yourself, nothing to 

keep off the flames of wrath, nothing of your own, nothing that you have done, nothing that you 

can do, to induce God to spare you one moment. And consider here more particularly. 1. Whose 

wrath it is. It is the wrath of the infinite God. If it were only the wrath of man, though it were of 

the most potent prince, it would be comparatively little to be regarded. The wrath of kings is very 

much dreaded, especially of absolute monarchs, who have the possessions and lives of their 

subjects wholly in their power, to be disposed of at their mere will. Proverbs 20:2—"The fear of a 

king is as the roaring of a lion: whoso provoketh him to anger sinneth against his own soul." The 

subject who very much enrages an arbitrary prince, is liable to suffer the most extreme torments 

that human art can invent, or human power can inflict. But the greatest earthly potentates, in 

their greatest majesty and strength, and when clothed in their greatest terrors are but feeble, 

despicable worms of the dust, in comparison with the great and almighty Creator and King of 

heaven and earth. It is but little that they can do, when most enraged, and when they have 

exerted the utmost of their fury. All the kings of the earth, before God, are as grasshoppers; they 

are nothing, and less than nothing: both their love and their hatred are to be despised. The 

wrath of the great King of kings, is as much more terrible than theirs, as His majesty is greater. 

"And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no 

more that they can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath 

killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him."—Luke 12:4, 5. 2. It is the 

fierceness of His wrath that you are exposed to. We often read of the fury of God; as in Isaiah 

59:18 "According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury to his adversaries," So Isaiah 
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66:15— "For, behold, the LORD will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to 

render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire." And so also in many other places. 

Thus we read of ". . .the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God."—Revelation 

19:15. The words are exceedingly terrible. If it had only been said, "the wrath of God," the words 

would have implied that which is unspeakably dreadful; but it is said, "the fierceness and wrath 

of God;" the fury of God! The fierceness of Jehovah! Oh how dreadful must that be! Who can 

utter or conceive what such expressions carry in them? But it is also, "the fierceness and wrath 

of Almighty God." As though there would be a very great manifestation of His almighty power in 

what the fierceness of His wrath should inflict; as though Omnipotence should be, as it were, 

enraged, and exerted, as men are wont to exert their strength in the fierceness of their wrath. O! 

Then, what will be the consequence? What will become of the poor worm that shall suffer it? 

Whose hands can be strong; and whose heart can endure? To what a dreadful inexpressible, 

inconceivable depth of misery must the poor creature be sunk, who shall be the subject of this! 

Consider this, you that yet remain in an unregenerate state. That God will execute the 

fierceness of His anger, implies, that He will inflict wrath without any pity. When God beholds 

the ineffable extremity of your case, and sees your torment to be so vastly disproportioned to 

your strength, and sees how your poor soul is crushed, and sinks down, as it were, into an 

infinite gloom; He will not forbear the execution of His wrath, or in the least lighten His hand: 

there shall be no moderation or mercy, nor will God then at all stay His rough wind: He will have 

no regard to your welfare, nor be at all careful lest you should suffer too much in any other 

sense, than only that you shall not suffer beyond what strict justice requires: nothing shall be 

withheld, because it is so hard for you to bear. "Therefore will I also deal in fury: mine eye shall 

not spare, neither will I have pity: and though they cry in mine ears with a loud voice, yet will I 

not hear them."—Ezekiel 8:18. Now, God stands ready to pity you; this is the day of mercy; you 

can cry now with some encouragement of obtaining mercy. But when once the day of mercy is 

passed, your most lamentable and dolorous cries and shrieks will be in vain; you will be wholly 

lost and thrown away of God, as to any regard to your welfare. God will have no other use to put 

you to, but to suffer misery; you may be continued in being to no other end! For you will be 

vessel of wrath fitted to destruction; and there will be no other use of this vessel, but only to be 

filled full of wrath. God will be so far from pitying you when you cry to Him, that it is said He will 

only "laugh and mock." "Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, 

and no man regarded; But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof: 

I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh; When your fear cometh as 

desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh 

upon you. Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they 

shall not find me: For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD: 

They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof. Therefore shall they eat of the 

fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices. For the turning away of the simple 

shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them."—Proverbs 1:24-32. How awful 

are those words of the great God. ". . .I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my 

fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment:"—

Isaiah 63:3. It is, perhaps, impossible to conceive of words that carry in them greater 

manifestations of these three things namely, contempt, hatred, and fierceness of indignation. If 

you cry to God to pity you, He will be so far from pitying you in your doleful case, or showing you 

the least reward or favor, that instead of that, He will only tread you under foot: and though He 

will know that you cannot bear the weight of Omnipotence treading upon you, yet He will not 

regard that, but He will crush you under His feet without mercy; He will crush out your blood, 
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and make it fly, and it shall be sprinkled on His garments, so as to stain all His raiment. He will 

not only hate you, but He will have you in the utmost contempt; no place shall be thought fit for 

you, but under His feet, to be trodden down as the mire of the streets. 3. The misery you are 

exposed to is that which God will inflict, to the end that He might show what the wrath of 

Jehovah is. God hath had it on His heart to show to angels and men, both how excellent His 

love is, and also how terrible His wrath is. Sometimes earthly kings have a mind to show how 

terrible their wrath is, by the extreme punishments they would execute on those that provoke 

them. Nebuchadnezzar, that mighty and haughty monarch of the Chaldean empire, was willing 

to show his wrath, when enraged with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; and accordingly 

gave order that the burning, fiery furnace should be heated seven times hotter than it was 

before; doubtless, it was raised to the utmost degree of fierceness that human art could raise it. 

But the great God is also willing to show His wrath, and magnify His awful majesty and mighty 

power in the extreme suffering of His enemies. "What if God, willing to show His wrath, and to 

make his power known, endured with much long-suffering the vessels of wrath fitted to 

destruction:"—Romans 9:22. And seeing this is His design, and what He has determined, even 

to show how terrible the unmixed, unrestrained wrath, the fury and fierceness of Jehovah is, He 

will do it to effect. There will be something accomplished and brought to pass that will be 

dreadful with a witness. When the great and angry God hath risen up and executed His awful 

vengeance on the poor sinner, and the wretch is actually suffering the infinite weight and power 

of His indignation, then will God call upon the whole universe to behold the awful majesty and 

mighty power that is to be seen in it. "And the people shall be as the burnings of lime, as thorns 

cut up shall they be burned in the fire. Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done; and, ye that 

are near, acknowledge my might. The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the 

hypocrites. Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with 

everlasting burnings?"—Isaiah 33:12-14. Thus it will be with you that are in an unconverted 

state, if you continue in it; the infinite might, and majesty, and terribleness, of the omnipotent 

God, shall be magnified upon you in the ineffable strength of your torments. You shall be 

tormented in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb; and when you 

shall be in this state of suffering, the glorious inhabitants of heaven shall go forth and look on 

the awful spectacle, that they may see what the wrath and fierceness of the Almighty is; and 

when they have seen it, they will fall down and adore that great power and majesty. "And it shall 

come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all 

flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD. And they shall go forth, and look upon the 

carcasses of the men that have transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither 

shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh."—Isaiah 66:23, 24. It 

is everlasting wrath. It would be dreadful to suffer this fierceness and wrath of Almighty God one 

moment; but you must suffer it to all eternity. There will be no end to this exquisite horrible 

misery. When you look forward, you shall see a long forever, a boundless duration, before you, 

which will swallow up your thoughts, and amaze your souls; and you will absolutely despair of 

ever having any deliverance's, and end, any mitigation, any rest at all; you will know certainly 

that you must wear out long ages, millions of millions of ages, in wrestling and conflicting with 

this almighty merciless vengeance; and then when you have so done, when many ages have 

actually been spent by you in this manner, you will know that all is but a point to what remains. 

So that your punishment will indeed be infinite. O, what can express what the state of a soul in 

such circumstances is! All that we can possibly say about it, gives but a very feeble, faint 

representation of it; it is inexpressible and inconceivable: for, "Who knoweth the power of God's 

anger?" How dreadful is the state of those who are daily and hourly in danger of this great wrath 
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and infinite misery! But this is the dismal case of every soul that has not been born again, 

however moral and strict, sober and religious, they may otherwise be. O that you would 

consider it, whether you be young or old! There is reason for fear that there are many who will 

hear this glorious Gospel, who will actually be the subjects of this very misery to all eternity. We 

know not who they are, or what thoughts they now have. It may be they are now at ease, and 

hear all these things without much disturbance, and are now flattering themselves that they are 

not the persons, promising themselves that they shall escape. If we knew that there was one 

person, and but one, of those that we know, that was to be the subject of this misery, what an 

awful thing would it be to think of! If we knew who it was, what an awful sight would it be to see 

such a person! How might every Christian lift up a lamentable and bitter cry over him! But alas! 

instead of one, how many is it likely will remember these solemn reflections in hell! And some 

may be in hell in a very short time, before this year is out. And it would be no wonder if some 

hearers, who are now in health, and quiet and secure, may be there before tomorrow morning. 

Those of you who finally continue in a natural condition who may keep out of hell longest, will be 

there in a little time! Your damnation does not slumber; it will come swiftly, and, in all probability, 

very suddenly, upon many of you. You have reason to wonder that you are not already in hell. It 

is doubtless the case of some whom you have seen and known, that never deserved hell more 

than you, and that heretofore appeared as likely to have been now alive as you. Their case is 

past all hope. They are crying in extreme misery and perfect despair; but here you are in the 

land of the living, blessed with Bibles and Sabbaths, and ministers, and have an opportunity to 

obtain salvation. What would not those poor damned, hopeless souls give for one day's 

opportunity such as you now enjoy? And now you have an extraordinary opportunity, a day 

wherein Christ has thrown the door of mercy wide open, and stands calling, and crying with a 

loud voice to poor sinners, a day wherein many are flocking to him, and pressing into the 

kingdom of God; many are daily coming from the east, west, north, and south; many that were 

very lately in the same miserable condition that you are in are now in a happy state with their 

hearts filled with love to Him who has loved them, and washed them from their sins in His own 

blood, and rejoicing in hope of the glory of God. How awful is it to be left behind at such a day to 

see so many others feasting, while you are pining and perishing! To see so many rejoicing and 

singing for joy of heart, while you have cause to mourn for sorrow of heart, and to howl for 

vexation of spirit! How can you rest one moment in such a condition? Are not your souls as 

precious as the souls of those who are flocking form day to day to Christ? Are there not many 

who have lived long in the would, who are not to this day born again, and so are aliens from the 

commonwealth of Israel, and have done nothing ever since they have lived, but treasure up 

wrath against the day of wrath? O sirs! Your case, in an especial manner, is extremely 

dangerous. Your guilt and hardness of heart are extremely great. Do not you see how generally 

persons of your years are passed over and left, in the dispensations of God's mercy? You had 

need to consider yourselves, and wake thoroughly out of sleep: you cannot bear the fierceness 

and wrath of the infinite God. And you, young man, and young woman, will you neglect this 

precious season which you now enjoy, when so many others of your age are renouncing all 

youthful vanities, and flocking to Christ? You especially have now an opportunity, but if you 

neglect it, it will soon be with you as it is with those persons who spent all the precious days of 

youth in sin, and are now come to such a dreadful pass in blindness and hardness. And you 

children, who are unconverted, do not you know that you are going down to hell, to bear the 

dreadful wrath of that God, who is now angry with you every day and every night? Will you be 

content to be the children of the devil, when so many of the children of the land are converted, 

and are becoming the holy and happy children of the King of kings? And let every one that is yet 
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out of Christ, and hanging over the pit of hell, whether they be old men and women, or middle 

aged, or young people, or little children, now hearken to the loud calls of God's word and 

providence. This acceptable year of the Lord, a day of great mercy to some, will doubtless be a 

day of as remarkable vengeance to others. Men's hearts harden, and their guilt increases apace 

at such a day as this, if they neglect their souls. Never was there a period when so many means 

were employed for the salvation of souls, and if you entirely neglect them, you will eternally 

curse the day of your birth. Now, undoubtedly it is, as it was in the days of John the Baptist, the 

axe is laid at the root of the trees, and every tree which brings not forth good fruit, may be hewn 

down, and cast into the fire. Therefore, let every one that is out of Christ, now awake and flee 

from the wrath to come. The wrath of Almighty God is now undoubtedly hanging over every 

unregenerate sinner. Let every one flee out of Sodom: "Escape for your lives, Look not behind 

you, escape to the mountain, lest you be consumed." 


