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And the God of peace will crush Satan under 

your feet shortly… 

ABSTRACT 
Spiritual warfare continues to rage around 
the world as the “accuser of the brethren” 
tries to stop the advance of God’s army. The 
Christian life is a victorious life in Christ.  We 
are more than conquerors in Him. The 
Church of the Living God cannot be stopped! 
How we understand and do spiritual warfare 
determines just how victorious our lives will 
actually be on the earth.  This alone should 
be enough to convince us that that “God’s 
got an Army” in order to fulfill the Great 
Commission. 
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This work is dedicated to the memory of Rev Bob Swanger who graduated to glory in 

1995.  As my spiritual father and a true apostle to the nations, he wrote a discipleship 

series under the same title several decades ago.  It is my prayer that the present work will 

meet with the same anointing around the world. 
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Introduction 
 

 

The 21st Century presents us with the greatest opportunities to advance Christianity 

around the world.  The calling and responsibility Jesus has placed upon the church is enormous.  Much 

is riding upon the maturity of every believer.  Spiritual leaders agree that we must do a far better job of 

properly laying the foundation of the Christian faith within believers than was done in the previous 

century - particularly in the past four decades.  This foundation must be laid in an environment of grace, 

love, and spiritual freedom.  

  

“What Every Disciple Ought to Know” has been developed to help “thoroughly furnish” the 

next generation of leaders with a resource for making disciples.  The units of study that  follow are 

word-centered and will provide the ongoing training necessary for each disciple to mature and move 

forward in faith and effective participation within the body of Christ.  They also comprise a 

comprehensive teaching strategy that will heighten the unity and spiritual health of the local church.   

The modern world has yet to see the true church in operation; full of spiritual life and 

vibrancy.  They have seen the old legalistic righteousness of long-established religious traditions and 

for the most part, they have rejected it.  But it’s a new hour for the church.  It’s time for a new wineskin.  

Jesus is coming soon!  We must make disciples while it is still day.  We must teach others all that 

Jesus has commanded.  This is the task of every Ephesians 4 leader around the world.  Our prayer is 

that this resource will cause you to run with the vision to make disciples of all nations.   

 

Michael D. Gross, General Editor  

 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age.”  Amen.  Matthew 28:19, 20 

 

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.            

II Timothy 2:15 KJV 

 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.                                               

II Timothy 3:16, 17 KJV 
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Unit 6  Spiritual Warfare 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And He said to them, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Luke 10:18 

 

The Battle of Two Kingdoms 

One of the most neglected, least understood, and least applied dimensions in the Christian 
life and ministry is the dimension of spiritual warfare.  What is spiritual warfare?  Where did it 
originate?  What is its purpose?  How do individual believers and the church as the corporate body 
of Christ respond and proceed in the battle to take cities and nations for God?  These are some of 
the questions that will be clearly addressed in this unit of “What Every Disciple Ought to Know.”  
The Christian life is a victorious life in Christ.  How we understand and do spiritual warfare 
determines just how victorious our lives will actually be on the earth.   
 

Most people recognize that there’s a battle between good and evil, right and wrong, light 
and darkness, positive and negative forces.  Yet few realize the importance of adopting a clear 
Biblical view of this essential subject.  Often believers live defeated lives unnecessarily.  Dr. Ed 
Murphy, in The Handbook for Spiritual Warfare, states that the Biblical view of spiritual warfare can 
be expressed in one statement:  “Present reality exists in a state of cosmic-earthly conflict or 
spiritual warfare.”1 He goes on to characterize the reality of this on-going conflict or warfare as 
being waged on two fronts:  “God and His angelic kingdom confront Satan and his demonic 
kingdom, while the children of God contend with the children of Satan.”2  
 

It is interesting to note that the battle of the two kingdoms began in heaven with the 
rebellion of Lucifer against God rather than the fall of man recorded in Genesis 3.  God’s plan is not 
too difficult to understand.  From Genesis 3:21 (where He clothed Adam and Eve after they had 
sinned) to the last verse of the Bible in Revelation 22:21, God’s plan remains consistently 
redemptive.   
 

 Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed them. Genesis 3:21 
 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  Amen.Revelation 22:21 
 

On the other hand, Satan and his kingdom seeks to dishonor God by influencing as many people 
as he can to reject God and His kingdom.  His primary means is deception with two basic strategic 
points.  First, he attempts to keep many in spiritual blindness so they will be unable to see or 
receive the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 

                                                 
1 Murphy, Edward. The Handbook for Spiritual Warfare 
2 Ibid. 

 

CHAPTER 1 

 INTRODUCTION TO SPIRITUAL WARFARE 
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 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, whose minds the god of this 
 age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 
 image of God, should shine on them.  2 Corinthians 4:3-4 
 

The target in the above passage is unbelievers.   Because of this, we can simply conclude 
here that Satan’s number one purpose in the conflict is to keep people out of heaven.  The way he 
does this is to blind or obscure their minds.  This metaphorically means “to blunt the mental 
discernment or darken the mind.”  Things become opaque or smoky to these persons, making it 
very difficult for them to hear and respond to the good and splendorous nature of the gospel of 
Christ.  Once a person, any person, heeds the call and takes even one step toward Jesus, Satan 
cannot prevent that person from being saved.  This brings us to the second point of Satan’s 
deceptive strategy.  Once a person is saved, Satan’s goal is to make their lives miserable and 
defeated. 
 

 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have 
 life, and that they may have it more abundantly.  John 10:10 
 

The contrast in the conflict is very evident in the above passage.  Satan and his forces are 
intent to render believers useless and paralyzed in advancing God’s kingdom throughout the earth.  
The result is that multitudes are in a backslidden spiritual condition today and are now 
“unchurched” after having at one time tasted the goodness of God.  All of this reveals that the 
primary purpose of spiritual warfare is the battle for the souls of mankind.   
  

 The Battle for Souls 

One matter remains unsettled in God’s kingdom.  Exactly how many people will spend 
eternity with the Lord Jesus Christ?  Jesus Himself said, “The harvest is plentiful.”  (See 
Matthew 9:37; Luke 10:2).  This is the focus and purpose of all spiritual warfare.  Spiritual warfare 
must precede evangelism in order to fulfill the Great Commission.   Occasionally, Christians have 
gotten so caught up in the battle itself, the adrenalin and rush of the moment, that they forget why 
they are doing what they are doing.  Jesus acknowledged to the seventy the initial effectiveness of 
their spiritual warfare. 
 

 Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.”  
 And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  Behold, I give you the authority to 
 trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any 
 means hurt you.  Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather 
 rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”  Luke 10:17-20  
 

True warriors for Christ are motivated in spiritual warfare by the cry of the Father’s heart 
that none should perish (2 Peter 3:9).  Present-day disciples must deliberately and aggressively 
advance the gospel to the end of the earth.  This involves spiritual warfare for the expressed 
purpose of winning many souls.  This is how God has ordained it to be.  
   

The Army of God 

Spiritual warfare continues to rage around the world as the “accuser of the brethren” tries 
to stop the advance of God’s army.  This alone should be enough to convince us that every launch 
to the nations, every soul won, and every church planted are pivotal to the fulfillment of the Great 
Commission in our generation.  Although we must qualify our usage of terms like “The Army of 
God” due to worldwide terrorism and religious extremism, we need to be reminded again and again 
that “God’s got an Army!”   
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A frequent title of God is “The Lord of Hosts.”  Some newer translations use the term, 
“The Lord Almighty.”  Spanish speaking people say, “Jehovah de los ejercitos” meaning “The Lord 
of the Army.”  The Hebrew word tsaba’ literally refers to “an army, a company or division of 
soldiers.”  This word appears more than 425 times in the Old Testament.  Often, people are more 
comfortable with the Biblical concept of the church as the family of God—even to the point of 
denying that the church is also God’s army.  In fact, God created us from the beginning to be in His 
army. 
 

 Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished.  Genesis 2:1  
 

King David also knew this.  The term “host” in the below passage is also referring to an army of    
people regularly organized for war.  The implication is that this massive army created by God is       
actually waiting for the battle command.  
 

 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, And all the host of them by the breath of His mouth. 
 Psalm 33:6  
 

The Scriptures also make it absolutely clear about who commands this vast army.  Joshua met him 
near Jericho. 
 

 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, a 
 Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, 
 "Are You for us or for our adversaries?" So He said, "No, but as Commander of the army of the LORD 
 I have now come." And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, "What 
 does my Lord say to His servant?" Then the Commander of the LORD's army said to Joshua, "Take 
 your sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is holy." And Joshua did so.  Joshua 5:13-15 
 

The Lord is in charge!  He commands the army.  God has a great spiritual army at His command.   
 
 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 
 Revelation 19:14 

 
Elisha saw God’s army and was able to declare to his servant. 
 
 So he answered, "Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them." 
 And Elisha prayed, and said, "LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see." Then the LORD opened 
 the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of 
 fire all around Elisha.   2 Kings 6:16-17 

 
Paul made the same declaration in reference to God’s army. 
 
 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?  Romans 8:31    

 
God’s army is marching through nations.  We are called to advance rather than retreat.  

We are        following Jesus just as an earthly army follows their leader.  God created us for this 
purpose.  His love has such a tight grip on us (2 Corinthians 5:14) that we will never turn back!  
The times are perilous, but they are also strategic for the church.  Jesus is issuing commands to 
His army.  The word is coming from the top, from the Commander Himself. 
 
  The Lord gave the word; Great was the company of those who proclaimed it:  Psalms 68:11 

 
The Lord will also perform His word through us and His name shall be great among the nations! 
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The Church at War  

There is a considerable amount of military language used in the Bible.  Although it is 
impossible in the context of this study to include all references, we will attempt to introduce the key 
words that clearly describe spiritual warfare.  The prophet Isaiah describes our Lord as a “Mighty 
Warrior!” 
 

 The LORD shall go forth like a mighty man; He shall stir up His zeal like a man of war. He shall cry 
out, yes, shout aloud; He shall prevail against His enemies.  Isaiah 42:13 

 

The Hebrew words used in the above passage portray the Lord as powerful warrior, intense and        
victorious in battle.  The battle cry is described as one that breaks or spits the ears with sound.  We 
can see from this description alone why Satan and his demons fear the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 

In the book of Revelation, we see Jesus the Mighty Warrior leading us (His church) into 
battle (Revelation 12:7,17; 19:14).  We also see Satan and his Antichrist fighting back (Revelation 
13:4,7; 16:14; 19:19).  It is very interesting to note that it is Jesus Christ and His army that strikes 
first in these passages.  This confirms that Jesus is not hanging around the battle field waiting for 
Satan to do something.  He is intent on engaging the enemy with decisive and prevailing force.  
The church needs to realize that God has already issued a declaration of war against all Satanic 
forces and the kingdom of darkness itself.  It began in the Garden of Eden where God put hatred 
(hostility) between the seed of woman and Satan’s own. 
 

 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall 
bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel."  Genesis 3:15 

 

The New Testament also has its own declaration of war. 
 

 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the 
violent take it by force. Matthew 11:12 

 

 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of 
Hades shall not prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed  

in heaven."  Matthew 16:18-19 
 

 …to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the 
principalities and powers in the heavenly places,  Ephesians 3:10 

  

The Greek words used in the above verses are similar to the Hebrew ones we referred to earlier.  
They describe us both on an individual and corporate basis as valiant warriors in battle and a 
prevailing force overpowering hell itself.  They are conquering words to say the least.  Although 
some continue to tell the church that spiritual warfare is unbiblical, Scripture is clear that the church 
is at war.  
 

What about Demons and Demonic Possession? 

There is a gowing movement among believers to dismiss the existence of demons and 
their influence upon people and upon the world at large.  This is nothing more than Satan’s 
deception because the Blible clearly reveals the reality of demons.  Although we must never 
overlook the responsibility God assigns to human action, demons do exist with the purpose of 
gaining various degrees of influence upon people, particularly those who are disobedient to Christ.  
At this point, it is important to introduce some of the Biblical words used in the New Testament that 
refer to the topic of demonology.  
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1. daimon – a demon or supernatural spirit of a bad nature.  The root daio means to distribute fortunes.  
2. daimonion – that which pertains to a demonic being and by extension refers to all idol and pagan gods.    
3. daimonizomai – to be exercised by a demon or to express the mind and consciousness of the demon or 

demons. 
4. daimoniodes – demonic in the sense of proceeding from or resembling a demon.      

 
The above words are used about fifty times in the New Testament, which clearly proves that Jesus 
and the early church believed in the existence of demons.  In addition, the Bible gives demons the 
common title of unclean (akatharotos) or evil (poneros) spirits.  These terms are also used at least 
thirty times in the Bible referring to demons.  Sometime these titles are used interchangeably as 
the following examples demonstrate: 
 

 Now it came to pass, afterward, that He went through every city and village, preaching and bringing 
the glad tidings of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with Him, and certain women who had 
been healed of evil spirits and infirmities—Mary called Magdalene, out of whom had come seven 
demons, and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others who 
provided for Him from their substance.  Luke 8:1-3 

 

 And when He stepped out on the land, there met Him a certain man from the city who had demons for 
a long time. And he wore no clothes, nor did he live in a house but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, 
he cried out, fell down before Him, and with a loud voice said, “What have I to do with You, Jesus, 
Son of the Most High God? I beg You, do not torment me!” For He had commanded the unclean spirit 
to come out of the man. For it had often seized him, and he was kept under guard, bound with chains 
and shackles; and he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into the wilderness.              
Luke 8:27-29       

 
There are two important issues that must be cleared up before we can proceed to 

understand how to be victorious over all demons.  The first is the question surrounding the idols 
and pagan gods of world religions.  Neo-pagnism would have us falsely believe that we all worship 
the same God in different ways and under different names.  In this view, Buhda, Allah, and any one 
of the 90,000 gods of Hinduism are equal to the Christian God.  It is one thing to respect the rights 
of others for the free exercise of religion, but it is quite another to attribute deity to manmade idols 
and gods when the Bible reveals they are vastly inferior to the one True God.   
 

 Rather, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do 
not want you to have fellowship with demons.  1 Corinthians 10:20 

 

 But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their 
hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which 
can neither see nor hear nor walk.  Revelation 9:20 

 

Demons are the spiritual agents functioning in all idolatry.  The idol is nothing, but every idol has a 
demon or demons associated with it.  These demons induce the idolatry with all its worship and 
sacrifices.  These seducing spirits influence sinful man to walk in such error and blindness that they 
cannot see that Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.   
 

The second issue surrounds the question of whether believers can be possessed or 
controlled by demons.  There are two major problems with the question itself.  There is an 
assumption that those who say they are believers actually are in the fullest sense.  Evangelist Billy 
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Graham has been reported as saying that about 75% of those who consider themselves Christians 
and regularly go to church are really not Christians.  There is also the problem of loosely defining 
the extent of demon possession.  Dr. Ed Murphy in “The Handbook for Spiritual Warfare” states 
that “persons severely demonized over a long period of time by extremely powerful demons find it 
difficult to maintain self-control when the demons are in manifestation, leading to what 
psychologists call diminished capacity.”3  Are there certain degrees of demonic influence that 
oppress and affect believers?  Of course.  However, is it possible for genuine believers to reach a 
point of demonization where demons are in control?  Highly unlikely.  The Bible appears to limit 
such demonic control to the unredeemed.     
   

Casting Out Demons 

Casting out demons is one of the signs of those who believe in Jesus Christ.   
 
And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons…  Mark 16:17 

 
This means that the practice of casting out demons will be a present reality among Christians 
around the world from generation to generation.  How do we cast out demons?  The same way 
Jesus did!  Notice, Jesus said, “In My name they will cast out demons.”  Jesus gives believers both 
the authority to use His name and the power to cast out demons. 
 

Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all demons, 
and to cure diseases.  Luke 9:1 

 
There is nothing to fear in casting out demons if we respect and apply God’s word in 

dealing with them.  Keep in mind that you don’t have to be a deliverance specialist or exorcist to 
cast out demons, but you do need to be a genuine believer in Christ.  Although there are numerous 
Biblical examples of Jesus and others casting out demons, we will only highlight the primary ones.   
 

 Matthew 8:28-34  Jesus delivers two demon possessed men 

 Mark 1:21-28    Jesus cast out an unclean spirit in the synagogue 

 Mark 9:14-29    Jesus casts out a deaf and dumb spirit from a boy 

 Luke 8:26-39    Jesus delivers a demon possessed man 

 Luke 11:14-26    Jesus casts out a mute demon 

 Acts 16:16-24    Paul casts out the spirit of divination from a girl 

 Acts 19:11-20  Paul casts out evil spirits in Ephesus 
 

The above accounts present many details and give direction on how to cast out demons.  The 
following chart will help us to better understand this important practice of casting out demons.   
 

What to do What not to do 
Always use the name of Jesus (Mk 16:17) Cast out demons in your own strength  

Identify the demon if possible (Lk 8:30) Be fearful of demonic manifestations  

Bind up the ruling spirit if known (Lk 11:21; Matt 12:29) Argue or scream at demons 

Rebuke the demon (Mk 1:25) Cast out demons alone 

Command the demon to come out (Mk 9:25; Lk 8:29) Be timid  

Lead the delivered to Christ (Lk 8:38-39)  Tolerate demons 

           

                                                 
3 Murphy. The Handbook for Spiritual Warfare 
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Of course, we must recognize that there are certain kinds of demons that require much 
more prayer and fasting to cast out, but the conclusion for believers remains unchanged: Demons 
are real and we must deal with them. 
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Discussion Questions 

 

1.  We know that there is a battle going on between good and evil.  With what event did this  

 ongoing battle begin?   

 

 

 

2.  In this chapter, we state that “God’s plan is consistently redemptive.”  What does this mean 

 to you? 

 

 

 

3.  Satan is the master of d______________________.    What is his primary strategy of 

 warfare  against unbelievers?  What is his primary strategy of warfare against believers? 

 

 

 

 

4.  Do we know exactly how many souls will spend eternity with Jesus?  Explain why or why 

 not.  

 

  
 

 
 

5.  There is clear Scriptural evidence for identifying ourselves with “the army of God.”  

 Meditate upon some of these Scriptures regarding the army of God.  Record your personal 

 reflections and thoughts, as well as anything God might help you to understand on 

 this matter. 

 

 

 

6.  In this chapter, we have stated that the Scriptures give descriptions of the church “both on 

 an individual and corporate basis as valiant warriors in battle and a prevailing force 

 overpowering hell itself.”  Do you currently see yourself as a valiant warrior and part of a 

 prevailing force?  Why or why not?  Record a prayer to God, asking Him to develop 

 this aspect of your spiritual life. 
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For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 
2 Corinthians 10:4 

 

Firepower over the Enemy 

Much of this unit of study on spiritual warfare has been taken from a training manual I 
prepared entitled, Firepower, where I use many of my combat experiences in Vietnam to present 
Biblical principles on our topic.  “Firepower” is a military term.  It can be defined as “the level of 
intensity of assault or return fire unleashed upon the enemy that neutralizes his ability to engage 
and overruns his position.”  Simply stated, it’s when you so devastate the enemy that they are 
unable to respond.  The engagement itself is referred to as a “firefight.” 
 

I remember one of the firefights I experienced in Vietnam.  The company commander was 
upset with our platoon.  Let me explain.  The enemy hit us when our platoon was in the open.  
From my vantage point, there was no advance warning.  We returned fire as we advanced to the 
base of their position and there is where we stopped our advance. This is why the company 
commander was displeased because he wanted us to go on and take the hill.  In fact, he was so 
upset that, following the artillery and air strike upon the enemy position, he called another platoon 
to march over the hill and take credit for the victory.  This was a disgrace for a Marine platoon 
trained for conquest.  What’s the big deal anyway?  The point is that firepower is not limited to 
overcoming the enemy.  It also includes occupying his position! 
 

War College graduates will be the first to tell you that war is about real estate.  Ideology 
and religion may motivate some wars, but when it is all said and done what really matters is whose 
going to occupy!  Christians need to realize that there’s a fierce battle in the spiritual realm for 
residency. Territorial spirits want occupancy.  Commanders of darkness have ruled over cities for 
centuries.  In many cases, they have established what they regard as permanent residency.  
Nevertheless, they stand in fear and trepidation when the name of Jesus is uttered with authority 
from the lips of even a single believer full of faith and the power of the Holy Spirit.  They are even 
more terrified of the corporate army of saints.  From the time of the Fall of man, it’s been one big 
cataclysmic war for reign, rights, and residency.  God has much to say about this issue.   
 

…blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the 
heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of 
their enemies. Genesis 22:17 

  

What does it mean to “possess?”  The Hebrew word yarash means “to occupy by driving out 
previous tenants, and possessing in their place.”  Instead of possessing, it seems like the church 
has been dispossessed by the enemy.  This is a call for spiritual warfare!  It is no accident that it is 
one of the hottest topics in the church.  God is calling the church to spiritual warfare against the 
enemy of our souls.  His promise and His marching orders are clear.   
 

 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.  Joshua 1:3 
 

 

CHAPTER 2 

 THE FULL ARMOR OF GOD 
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Some Christians feel that if we ignore Satan he will leave us alone.  This only leads to 
cohabitation and, in some cases, codependency with all types of bondage.  In other words, we just 
learn to live with it!  Familiar spirits love this attitude!  This is one reason the devil has succeeded in 
keeping much of the power out of the church.  Just think of it!  The Lord is made to feel unwelcome 
in His own house because the church refuses to face or engage the enemy.   
 

I was General “Chesty” Puller’s last driver as a Marine Corporal in 1971.  General Puller 
was the most decorated Marine in all history.  He boasted that he would never retreat.  During the 
Korean War, he headed up the 2nd Marine Division fighting at the Chosen Reservoir.  They called 
them the “frozen chosen.”  (I was there in 1984 assigned as a Navy Chaplain with First Battalion, 
First Marines and—believe me—it is cold there even in the summer.)  The decision was made to 
pull the Marines out.  Reporters surrounded Chesty Puller as the “frozen chosen” began the long 
trek out of the Chosen Reservoir.  They taunted him regarding why he was in retreat.  The General 
responded, “We are not in retreat!  We are merely advancing in a different direction!” 
 

We must  realize that it is God’s will for us to do spiritual warfare.   
  
 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  Matthew 4:1   

 
Notice it was the Spirit who led Jesus to face the devil.  This was before He began His public 
ministry.  Let’s agree together that the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ will be released in much 
greater abundance today when as the church we face the enemy head-on in spiritual warfare.  And 
let’s also remember this: the primary purpose of such intense warfare is to rescue souls. Jesus 
Himself says, “Occupy till I come.”  Luke 19:13 (KJV).  He spoke this in a parable to those who 
thought the kingdom of God would appear immediately.  As the moment of His appearing draws 
near, the church is instructed by the Commander of God’s army to get to work for the advance of 
God’s kingdom.  It is important for believers to understand that the advance is a forceful one.   
 
 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the 
 violent take it by force.  Matthew 11:12    
 

The exhortation here is that the saints need to be forceful and energetic when facing the enemy.  
God is raising movers and shakers today who will flow in the power of His Spirit.  Fearless in battle 
and impassioned for souls, like young lions they will aggressively go forth together to reclaim 
territory and rescue souls.  Goliath doesn’t have a chance and he knows it!  The church must not 
hesitate to corporately seize or take by force what rightfully belongs to it.    
 
 "Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 
  Luke 12:32  

 

The Armor of God 

Our attitudes regarding spiritual warfare need to be aligned with God’s word and shaped 
by the Holy Spirit.  This is also true when it comes to God’s armor.  Here, we are talking about the 
armor He provides for every believer to do warfare.  David attested to how the Lord prepared him 
for battle with a victorious outcome. 

 
 He teaches my hands to make war, So that my arms can bend a bow of bronze. You have also given 
 me the shield of Your salvation; Your right hand has held me up, Your gentleness has made me 
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 great. You enlarged my path under me, So my feet did not slip. I have pursued my enemies and 
 overtaken them; Neither did I turn back again till they were destroyed. I have wounded them, So that 
 they could not rise; They have fallen under my feet. For You have armed me with strength for the 
 battle; You have subdued under me those who rose up against me.  Psalms 18:34-39 

  
It’s important to note from the above verses that the training referred to is not some superficial  
“awareness training,” but expert instruction in the art of war.  One of the things God wants us to      
receive is training regarding His armor.  Paul places an exclamation mark on this in chapter six of 
Ephesians. 
 

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of 
God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, 
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of 
God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.            
Ephesians 6:10-13 

  
The first imperative is to be strong in the Lord.  This one short verse contains all but the 

first of the   following four great power words of the Bible.     
 

1. Exousia—Delegated authority 
2. Dunamis—Miraculous power 
3. Ischuros—Prevailing power (force)   
4. Kratos—Ruling power (dominion)  

 

The second imperative is to put the armor on.  Both verses 11 and 13 deal with this 
admonition, but interestingly two different Greek words are used.  The first is enduo, which literally 
means “to sink into a garment.”  The preposition used here (translated in the English as “on”) is a 
primary one denoting a fixed position.  This ties into the fact that God’s armor is full, complete, and 
whole.  The second Greek word (used in verse 13) is analambano, which simply means “to take 
up.”  The point is that God’s armor is specifically made for the believer.  We need to position 
ourselves in this armor before we can take it up into battle.  Of course, sandwiched between these 
two verses is a reminder of who we are fighting against.  The wrestling against the orderly 
regiments of Satan’s kingdom is defined as “a contest between two in which each endeavors to 
throw the other down.”  The contest is decided when the victor is able to hold his opponent down 
with his hand upon his neck.  The term is transferred to the Christian’s struggle with the power of 
evil.   
 

Paul continues with a piece by piece listing of God’s overcoming armor. 
 

 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 
 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of 
 faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet 
 of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;   Ephesians 6:14-17  
 

Histemi and anthistemi are the Greek words used for “stand” and “withstand” in these verses.  The 
former means “to cause or make to stand up in the midst of opposition and battle” while the latter    
refers to setting one’s self against (resisting, opposing) the enemy.  There is both defensive and       
offensive action involved in standing and withstanding Satan’s schemes and attacks.  
 

In addition, God’s armor not only causes you to stand against the devil, but also to 
“extinguish all his flaming arrows.”  There are six pieces of God’s armor listed in the above 
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passage.  Each piece of armor is needed to be fully dressed for battle in the spiritual sense.  Take 
special note of the order in which the pieces are listed because when you dress for battle you will 
often need them in that order. 
   
FIRST PIECE: WAIST GIRDED WITH TRUTH (BELT).  JESUS IS OUR TRUTH; GOD’S WORD 
IS OUR TRUTH. 

 

 Whenever we stand for truth we should not be surprised if we come under attack. 

 All other armor are weapons of truth also.  

 Belt of truth covers the middle. Truth will bring balance and stability. 

 Attack may come through our fallen nature as men or women.  

 The full armor covers our nakedness, our vulnerability.  

 Speaking the truth in love may completely stop the attack and win the victory.  Quickly! 
 

 

SECOND PIECE: BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.  JESUS IS OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.  
WE ARE NOW THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN CHRIST JESUS. (1 Corinthians 1:30) 

 

 This piece covers vital organs of heart and lungs. 

 Satan will try and condemn us by reminding us of past failures, present weakness, or future fears. 

 Satan will want us to respond emotionally and negatively! 

 Refuse to accept what the blood has removed!  

 Continue to speak truth, not to defend yourself but to bring light into darkness. (Ephesians 5-8-10, 
13) 

 Love those who are being used by the enemy to wound you. Remember that they too are being 
wounded as  they are being used by him in the attack.  

 Remain in an attitude of forgiveness;  “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  

 Remember who is the enemy; it’s not people. 

 Be quick to repent. 
 

 

THIRD PIECE: FEET SHOD WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE (SHOES).  
YOUR STAND WILL BREAK UP THE FALLOW GROUD WHICH SATAN HAS HELD SO THE 
GOOD NEWS THAT GOD REIGNS CAN BE PLANTED.  TRUTH BRINGS PEACE.  

 

 Continue to STAND and to press on as the Holy Spirit leads.  

 Do not defend; press for peace, STANDING firm.  Pressing on will open prison doors even to 
those who are being used to attack us.  

 We STAND with the enemy under our feet on Calvary Ground. 
 
  

FOURTH PIECE: SHIELD OF FAITH.  CHRIST’S FAITH, HIS GIFT TO US.  FAITH IN HIS 
FAITHFULNESS.  FAITH THAT HIS FINSHED WORK AT CALVARY IS ALL THAT WE NEED.  
 

 Jesus and His works always stand between the enemy and us.  He is our buffer and our shield.  

 This is a mobile piece, so it is to move with us and to be used with other pieces wherever 
needed. 

 Attack will come through doubt and condemnation, but we can resist in Christ’s strength, not our 
own.  

 
 



 18 

FIFTH PIECE: HELMET OF SALVATION.  JESUS WORE THE CROWN OF THORNS SO THAT 
WE MIGHT HAVE A HELMET OF SALVATION. 
 

 Often Satan’s attack is mental: confusion, weariness, trying to remember, and sorting out what is 
happening. 

 Satan can at times distort speech; we may see or hear things that haven’t been said or done; he 
can cause forgetfulness.  Oppression and attack can come later in thought life:  “Why did I say 
that?  Why didn’t I  say…?” 

 Truth and asking what is truth will help us overcome. 

 Be careful to repent of wrong or hasty words so that your thought life is cleansed by the blood. 

 Cast down thoughts and take them captive.  
 

 

SIXTH PIECE: SWORD OF THE SPIRIT (WORD OF GOD) 
 

 God’s Word is to be in our hands as well as in our mouths.  We can speak it, but should  do so 
carefully.  

 God’s Word wrongfully used can wound people. 

 Guard against self-righteousness and pride. 

 We must  continually offer grace and help to people while driving back our common enemy. 
 Be at home in Word and worship so that the Holy Spirit can call forth the Sword.  

 We must be willing to hold God’s Word as all we need for life and godliness in every situation we 
encounter. 

 
 

WHEN ARMOR IS USED 
 

 When teaching or counseling or during any ministry; to keep our thoughts clear and to be at 
peace and rest  while ministering.  

 When praying for situations; to tear down strongholds; to pray for protection for others when they 
are under  attack.   

 Whenever disagreements arise; in church arguments and divisions; in theological differences; in 
broken relationships.  

 

How do you put this armor on?  This is very important because most believers do not “put 
on the full armor of God.”  Paul answers the question in this way. 

 

 …praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all 
 perseverance and supplication for all the saints.  Ephesians 6:18 

 

We put on the armor of God by praying it on!  How do you do this?  Simply take each piece just       
described and pray like this:  “Lord, I thank you for your armor.  I put on the belt of truth.  I am your 
disciple and your truth has set me free from all Satanic bondage past, present, and future.  Today, I 
can stand against the devil in battle because of God’s truth.  I take up the belt of truth in battle 
now!”  Then, go to the next piece of God’s armor and pray it on.   Keep going through each piece 
and, in this way, you will be fully dressed for battle. 

      

Three Levels of Spiritual Warfare 

Many believers have little to no awareness of different levels of spiritual warfare.  Some 
may even question whether it is relevant!  Dr. C. Peter Wagner, coordinator of the United Prayer 
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Tract and head of the Wagner Institute in Colorado Springs, has emerged as one of the leading 
authorities on spiritual warfare.  Dr. Wagner has identified three levels.4 

 
1. Ground-level spiritual warfare 
2. Occult-level spiritual warfare 
3. Strategic-level spiritual warfare 

 
Ground-level spiritual warfare involves the casting out of demons associated with typical 
deliverance ministry.  We see this level of warfare emphasized when Jesus sent out the twelve and 
the seventy.  
 

 And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them power over unclean spirits, to 
cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease.  Matthew 10:1  

 

 Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.” 
Luke 10:17  

 
This is the most common level of spiritual warfare and the level believers are most familiar with.   
 

And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak 
 with new tongues; Mark 16:17 

 
The Early Church was very experienced with this level of warfare as evidenced by Philip’s ministry 
in the city of Samaria.  
 

For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who 
 were paralyzed and lame were healed.  Acts 8:7 

 
I experienced this on my first trip to the Ukraine in 1993.  Over 200 people pressed us 

against the wall at the Hall of Culture in the provincial city of Balta.  I lost sight of my church elder in 
the process, but I was glad our interpreter was still with me.  The people were so desperate for 
healing and salvation.  All types of pains, tumors, wounds, and cancers departed many as we took 
authority in Jesus’ name over sickness and disease giving glory to God.  Suddenly, there was a 
violent commotion accompanied by screams.  The screams quickly turned into jubilation.  With 
great anticipation, I inquired, almost demanded, to know what took place. The interpreter asked the 
woman and she testified that an evil spirit had left her body.  When God’s power over demons is 
demonstrated through believers, it is a sign that Jesus is Lord.  Multitudes come to Him when they 
hear and see such miracles! 
 
Occult-level spiritual warfare involves fortune telling, witchcraft, spirit guides, satanic priests, 
New Age channelers, spells, curses, neopaganistic books and clothing and the like.  This level of 
warfare deals with the business side of those who profit from such evil practices.   
 
 Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination  
 met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling.  Acts 16:16 

   

                                                 
4 C. Peter Wagner, Warefare Prayer (Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1992), 16-19 
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This appears to be more than an ordinary demon because Paul and Silas were imprisoned 
for casting the spirit out.  They were literally dragged into the market place to face the authorities! 
(16:19)  This level deals with the occult system that supports those who practice the spiritual works 
of darkness.  I once encountered this level when I began to receive sexually explicit material 
through the mail.  At first, I just rebuked and destroyed it like I was casting out an unclean spirit.  
When the second piece of literature came, I requested a restraining order from the postal service, 
which was granted.  Apparently, someone in the community had placed local ministers on the 
mailing list of a pornographic organization.   
 

Psychic centers and hotlines are being promoted by many major television networks in the 
United States and other developed nations.  Hollywood movie stars pay big dollars to use this stuff; 
it is doubtful they endorse it without some type of personal gain.  New high-tech movies generate 
millions of dollars promoting witchcraft, immorality, alien beings, and scientology.  These movies 
and materials are marketed throughout the world.  In fact, you cannot drive through a city of 
America without seeing at least one place for reading and advising.  These places are carefully 
selected and politically-correct terminology is designed to make them appear inclusive and tolerant 
of all.  Apparently, many are fooled by this snare, but not God.  He still calls it divination 
(fortunetelling) and it is still an abomination unto God (Deuteronomy 18:9-14).   
 

According to her own diary, Mary Todd Lincoln (the wife of former U.S. president Abraham 
Lincoln) turned to spiritism following the death of one of her sons.  This president’s wife consulted 
the spirits to speak with the dead.  Photographers would create photographs of the living with a 
silhouette of the dead loved one in the background to lend credibility to the spiritist movement.  We 
can wonder how much they charged for such a picture!  I recall a time in the 1980’s when 
newspapers revealed Nancy Reagan’s practice of consulting a reader to interpret astrological signs 
for guidance. Wonder how much she paid for that?  Now there is the 1996 report of Hillary Rodham 
Clinton’s meetings with psychic spiritist, Jean Houston.  It is purported at these meetings that she 
spoke with Mahatma Gandhi and Eleanor Roosevelt, both of whom are dead.  These services 
certainly didn’t come cheap.  Fortunetelling has rapidly become fortune-making in many cities 
worldwide.  Few are doing spiritual warfare at this level.  People joke about the Lincoln Room of 
the White House being “haunted”.  How many other rooms in the White House are filled with such 
witchcraft?  How many Presidential mansions of the nations are filled with witchcraft?  God is not 
laughing! 
 
Strategic-level spiritual warfare deals with territorial principalities and powers.  Frank Perretti’s 
fictional books, This Present Darkness and Piercing the Darkness, have done much to introduce 
this level of spiritual warfare to believers.  I believe cities and nations have fallen under the devil’s 
influence because the church has neglected to do warfare at this level.  This is warfare at the 
highest level.  It is making war in the heavenlies!   
 

 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
Ephesians 6:12 

 

 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his 
angels fought.  Revelation 12:7 
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One of the clearest Biblical examples of strategic-level spiritual warfare is found in Daniel 
10:1-26.  Daniel was led to spend a full three weeks in deep prayer.  For 21 days, he ate no food 
and was in mourning over the condition of Jerusalem.  Then came a divine visitation with a 
message that explains the important nature of this kind of warfare.  
 
 Then he said to me, "Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand, 
 and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard; and I have come because of your 
 words. But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days; and behold, Michael, 
 one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left alone there with the kings of Persia. 
 Daniel 10:12-13   

 
Notice the warfare was taking place in the heavenlies while Daniel is praying.  There was much 
resistance from the prince of Persia, but this commander of darkness could not prevail against 
such a prayer warrior as Daniel.  What would have happened if Daniel had not persevered in 
prayer?  This is why the church needs to unite in prayer.  This is why we have established the 5-
Fold Global Prayer Network consisting of thousands of trained intercessors at the highest levels of 
spiritual warfare.  It’s the only way we can take cities and nations for God.  This spiritual warfare 
must be done at the strategic level against principalities and commanders of darkness.  Your city 
has an assigned prince of darkness that is exalting itself against the knowledge of God.  It’s time 
for the church to advance together as one against the devil’s position with God’s “firepower!”  
 

Overthrowing Strongholds  

Specific strongholds need to be torn down worldwide to release the plentiful harvest in our 
cities and nations.  The church does not use worldly weapons or means to do this.   
 

 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds,        
 2 Corinthians 10:4   
 

What exactly is a stronghold?  Cindy Jacobs, president of Generals of Intercession and a 
seasoned veteran of spiritual warfare, defines strongholds as “fortified places Satan builds to exalt 
himself against the knowledge and plans of God.”5  She identifies nine types of strongholds:6  
  

1. Personal Strongholds:  things that Satan builds to influence one’s personal life: personal sin, thoughts.       
feelings, attitudes and behavior patterns. (Note:holes in our armor.) 

 

2. Strongholds of the Mind:  a mindset impregnated with hopelessness that causes the believer to accept as 
unchangeable something he or she knows is contrary to the will of God. (Note: Satan likes to limit what we 
believe in.) 

 

3. .Ideological Strongholds:  philosophies, world views, and religious or non-religious views which influence 
culture and society. (i.e. Marx, Darwin, Hitler, Islamic fundamentalism, New Age, Free Masonry) 

 

4. Occultic Strongholds:  overt evil application… of witchcraft, satanism, and New Age religions, which invite 
spirit guides to operate. (Note: occult spells, curses, and rituals used by them attempt to destroy the power of 
the church and the reign of God in an area—see Ezekiel 13:18). 

 

5. Social Strongholds:  the oppression over a city in which social injustice, racism and poverty– with their 
related problems– cause people to believe God does not care about their needs.  (i.e. poverty, homeless, 
crime, divorce) 

 

                                                 
5 Cindy Jacobs, Possessing the Gates of the Enemy (Grand Rapids, MI: Chosen Books, 1993), 100. 
6 Jacobs, “Dealing with Strongholds.” Breaking Strongholds in Your City. C. Peter Wagner, ed. (Ventura, 

CA: Regal Books, 1993), 82-93. 
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6. Strongholds Between City and Church:  an “us against them” mentality developed when Satan drives 
wedges between the Church and the city.  (Note: This stronghold is torn down when the church learns to 
bless the city.) 

 

7. Seats of Satan:  A geographic location that is highly oppressed and demonically controlled by a certain dark 
principality.  (Note: Pergamos in Revelation 2:13) 

 

8. Sectarian Strongholds:  cause division among churches, pride in doctrine and beliefs, and idolatry of         
denominations or particular belief systems that produce isolation from the rest of the Body of Christ.  (Note: 
This is a very critical stronghold because of Mark 3:25) 

 

9. Strongholds of Iniquities:  come from the sins of the fathers that produce iniquities or weaknesses toward 
certain types of sin in the succeeding generations.  (Note: These sins are often concealed within religion 
itself) 

 

The above list of strongholds reinforces the truth that the enemy desires to possess the 
land in both the physical and spiritual sense.  The high places of the city are prime examples of this 
fact; Satan has already staked his claim at these strategic sites.  Often found at these locations is 
either a Masonic lodge or some report of satanic worship with animal sacrifices.  These are all 
“territorial strongholds.”   George Otis, Jr., a key analyst in the field of spiritual warfare, observes 
two common characteristics about strongholds.  In addition to being inherently defensive and 
offensive in nature, he says they repel light and they export darkness.7   This is why they need to be 
literally demolished through strategic-level spiritual warfare.  Our weapons are mighty in God!  No 
stronghold of any type can remain standing under the “firepower” of God’s army.  
 

Binding Ruling Spirits 

Binding and loosing are keys of the Kingdom of heaven (Matt 16:19).  Jesus gives 
believers the authority to use His name and the power to cast out demons, including ruling spirits.  
There are ruling spirits that, over time, fortify the strongholds listed in the previous section.  They 
seem to serve as guards and defenders of the stronghold.  These strong men must be bound to 
advance and occupy their position.   
 

Or how can one enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong 
man? And then he will plunder his house.  Matthew 12:29  

 

These strongholds are, at the very least, weakened when firepower teams go forth in concert to 
pray at targeted sites of a city.  But when they bind and cast out these strong men or ruling spirits, 
all the pesky and gnat-like spirits go with him.  It’s a cleanup operation from then on.  This too must 
be done with great care because they will try to come back.  
 

"When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, seeking rest, and finds none. 
Then he says, "I will return to my house from which I came.' And when he comes, he finds it empty, 
swept, and put in order. Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than 
himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than the first. So shall 
it also be with this wicked generation."  Matthew 12:43-45 

 

 
 
 
Here is a list, with Scriptural references, of some ruling spirits mentioned in the Bible: 
 

 Leviticus 19:31—familiar spirit (mediums, drugs, unholy soul-ties) 

                                                 
7 George Otis, Jr., “An Overview of Spirtual Mapping.” Breaking Strongholds in Your City. C. Peter 

Wagner, 39. 
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 Romans 8:15—spirit of bondage 

 Mark 9:17-29—deaf and dumb spirit (spiritual blindness) 

 Mark 5:42—spirit of death 

 Acts 16:16-18—spirit of divination (witchcraft) 

 1 John 4:6—spirit of error (religion) 

 2 Timothy 1:7—spirit of fear 

 Proverbs 16:28—spirit of haughtiness (pride, rebellion, strife) 

 Isaiah 61:3—spirit of heaviness (worldly sorrow, gluttony) 

 Luke 13:11-12—spirit of infirmity 

 Numbers 5:14—spirit of jealousy (competition, division) 

 2 Chronicles 18:22—spirit of lying 

 Isaiah 19:14 - perverse spirit (incest, rape, homosexuality) 

 1 Timothy 4:1—seducing (deceiving) spirits 

 Hosea 5:4—spirit of harlotry (fornication/idolatry) 

 1 John 4:3—spirit of antichrist 
 

Although these ruling spirits have their own unique characteristics, each is defeated in much the 
same way.  This is where we need to be strong in Jesus.  These spirits will try to exploit any 
weakness, but most of all, doubt and unbelief.  The seven sons of Sceva learned this the hard way. 
 

 Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so. And the evil spirit answered 
 and said, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?" Then the man in whom the evil spirit 
 was leaped on them overpowered them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that 
 house naked and wounded.  Acts 19:14–16  
 

Demons at every level know who Jesus is.  They also know who has faith in Him.  They 
will exploit any weakness in faith in hope of overrunning the believer.  A simple battle strategy 
would be: (1) call forth the ruling spirit in the name of Jesus; and (2) lay the ax to the root.  If 
working in deliverance ministry with a person, have the afflicted renounce every manifestation of 
the ruling spirit.  (3) Command in the Name of Jesus that the strong man be pulled down and all 
control and manifestations be gone in Jesus’ name.  If any physical manifestations continue, keep 
tearing down until every manifestation is gone.  The corporate dimension of this simple battle plan 
is awesome to the glory of God. 

 

Breaking Generational Curses 

A curse is simply the opposite of the blessing of God.  Dick Bernal, senior pastor of Jubilee 
Christian Center in San Jose, CA, and a noted teacher on spiritual warfare, rightly concludes that 
the average Christian has little understanding of curses.8   There are curses placed on land, cities, 
nations, races, families, and individuals.  Instead of breaking these curses, Christians are being 
deceived into accepting and living under their power from generation to generation.  This is not 
how God has designed it to be! 
 

What is a “generational curse?”  According to Marilyn Hickey, a veteran in teaching 
ministry, family or generational curses are problems which started way back with our ancestors and 
have been carried through right to today.  What’s worse, they don’t stop here, but can be passed 
on to our children and to our children’s children!9   These things can continue for some time if left 
unchallenged and, most importantly, unbroken.     
 

                                                 
8 Dick Bernal, Curses: What They Are & How to Break Them, (Shippensburg, PA: Companion Press, 

1991), 9. 
9 Marilyn Hickey, Break the Generational Curse (Denver, CO: Marilyn Hickey Ministries, 1988), 16. 
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You shall not make for yourself a carved image--any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or 
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to them 
nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing mercy to 
thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. Exodus 20:4-6.   

 

The above Scripture reveals that the greatest protection against generational curses is to obey 
God.  Those who walk in righteousness and holiness do not need to fear the devil.  How do these 
curses get into individuals and families?  They enter through what we could call “entrance points.”  
The Bible warns us not to let the devil have even a foothold.   
 

 …nor give place to the devil. Ephesians 4:27 
 

 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom 
he may devour. 1 Peter 5:8  

 

Entrance points are those seasons of life when we are most susceptible to being drawn 
away from God and into sin.  For example, children from broken homes as a result of alcoholism, 
adultery, physical and sexual abuse, and the like, are proven to be more susceptible to such 
entrapments in the future.  Trauma brings confusion and fear, and a wounded heart brings 
rejection without Christ.  These entrance points give the devil an opportunity. 
 

How do you break generational curses?  Christians who are sincere about following the 
Lord Jesus Christ must first realize that Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law.  In Christ, 
we live in a guilt free zone! 
 

 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, 
"Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"  Galatians 3:13 

 

 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk 
according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has 
made me free from the law of sin and death.  Romans 8:1-2 

 

 No weapon formed against you shall prosper, And every tongue which rises against you in judgment 
You shall condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, And their righteousness is from 
Me,” Says the LORD.  Isaiah 54:17  

 

The next step is to accept responsibility for the curse.  These things that are trying to get into your 
life or have a foothold are because there was an entrance point.  Repent for allowing it to come in!  
Then assault that thing because whether it is a generational curse or a type of stronghold, it is 
entrenched.  Assault it with zeal like young David ran toward the giant Philistine, Goliath.  
 

So it was, when the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, that David hurried and 
ran toward the army to meet the Philistine.  1 Samuel 17:48 

 

You can curse the fruitless fig tree in your life just like Jesus did.   
 

Now in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots. And Peter, 
remembering, said to Him, "Rabbi, look! The fig tree which You cursed has withered away."          
Mark 11:20-21  

 

Lay the axe to the tree of unrighteousness (Matthew 3:10).  Burn the accursed thing like you would 
a false idol (Acts 19:18-20).  Now apply the blood of Jesus Christ using His strong name.  There is      
overcoming power in the blood of Jesus.  
 

And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did 

not love their lives to the death. Revelation 12:11 
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The church cannot effectively advance until the families of God are set free and this requires doing 
spiritual warfare in the home and church before taking cities and nations for God.  
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Discussion Questions: 

 

1. What is always to be the primary purpose for engaging the spiritual forces of wickedness in        

        spiritual battle? 

 

 

 

2. What can happen to us as individual believers when any one refuses to confront the evil spirits     

       that are seeking to have influence or share the same territory with God’s people? 

 

 

 

 

3.    The Scriptures tell us that we are called to “occupy until He comes.”  In your own words, what 

 does this mean to you as a Christian, as a solider in the Army of God? 

 

 

 

4. Below are listed the six pieces of armor identified in Ephesians 6.  Consider each piece and state 

how each one is to be used by you in spiritual warfare. 

 a. belt of truth =  

 

 

 b. breastplate of righteousness =  

 

 

 c. feet prepared with the gospel of peace =  

 

 

 d. shield of faith =  

 

 

 e. helmet of salvation =  

 

 

 f. sword of the Spirit =  
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5. Define each of the following types of warfare and give an example of each.  Talk about any 

 personal experiences, or lack of experiences, with each type of warfare. 

 a. ground-level warfare 

 

 

 

 

 b. occult-level warfare 

 

 

 

 

 c. strategic-level warfare 

 

 

 

6. Why is it essential that as believers we seek by God’s power to overthrow strongholds? 

 Do you have any strongholds with which you are dealing personally? In your family?  In your 

 city? In your nation?  How can you address these stronghold areas?  

 

 

 

 

 

7. Why must we take great care when dealing with strongholds and ruling spirits?  What is a  good 

battle strategy for defeating them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Pray to God regarding any generational curses and/or entrance points in your own life that  

 need to be addressed in the power of the Holy Spirit.   
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See, I have this day set you over the nations and over the kingdom To root out and to pull down, To destroy 
and to throw down To build and to plant."  Jeremiah 1:10 

 

The Importance of Strategy 

Early in my tour in Vietnam our squad was sent out to investigate a report of a Marine’s 
body left on the battlefield.  Our mission was to find the body and to retrieve it at all cost.  We never 
found a body because there wasn’t any, but we sure drew the attention of every sniper and enemy 
patrol in the area.  As we struggled to rejoin the company, only a large field of elephant grass 
separated us.  Our squad leader, a young Private First Class, quickly ordered us into a wedge 
formation.  This provided us with the maximum offensive and defensive firepower, and we safely 
rejoined the company. 
 

The Marine in the above illustration followed a prescribed strategy for the situation.  
Strategy is defined as “a plan, method, or series of maneuvers or stratagems for obtaining a 
specific goal or result.”  It is the science or art of planning and directing large military movements 
and operations.  Military strategy is the utilization of all of a nation’s forces through large scale, long 
range planning and development to ensure security and victory.  Having a battle plan is not an 
option in warfare. Strategy is a necessity!  You better believe that the enemy of our souls has a 
strategy.  In fact, the devil has a strategy for every nation, every city, every ministry, and every 
church.  His army does not rest from the battle.  The enemy has not changed his strategy from the 
beginning.  The church must never enter the war zone without a battle plan! 
 

Transferable Concepts and the Principle of Displacement 

The Bible contains many concepts and principles to guide us in doing spiritual warfare.  
One of the tasks of the spiritual leaders in a city is to identify these and then strategically place 
them within a given context.  In doing this, the utmost respect is given to the unique calling and 
revelation given to the people of God in a respective city.  There are, however, what we have 
discovered and called “transferable concepts.”  These are those Biblical concepts that are 
applicable to any situation, thus, they are transferable from city to city.  Such do not contradict the 
special revelation given to churches who pray for their cities.  We will identify and explain a number 
of these transferable concepts during the course of this study. 
 

There is also a particular Biblical principle that every saint must understand prior to 
engaging  principalities and powers entrenched in the skies above our cities.  It is the principle of 
displacement.  Francis Frangipane of Advancing Church Ministries says this takes place when the 
Spirit of Christ Himself displaces the powers of darkness in the heavenly places.10  We clearly see 
this after God brought His people out of Egypt.   
 

"Hear, O Israel: You are to cross over the Jordan today, and go in to dispossess nations greater and 
mightier  than yourself, cities great and fortified up to heaven,   Deuteronomy 9:1 

 

                                                 
10 Francis Frangipanes, The Three Battlegrounds (Cedar Rapids, IA: Advancing Church Publications, 

1989), 85-86 
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Because they could not grasp this principle, they exchanged an 11 day journey for 40 years in the   
wilderness!  They did not exercise faith in God’s promise.   
 

Every place on which the sole of your foot treads shall be yours: from the wilderness and Lebanon, 

from the  river, the River Euphrates, even to the Western Sea, shall be your territory.      
Deuteronomy 11:24  

 

We believe that this century is beginning to see the church advance upon cities and nations for 
God, but it has been much longer than forty years in coming. 
 

Individual Warfare Strategy 

Every believer is involved in spiritual warfare on an individual basis.  This is the case 
simply because there is a warring over every soul on the face of the earth.  The enemy will use the 
circumstances of an individual’s life to keep them from God.  The Parable of the Sower clearly 
reveals that Satan, through life’s worries and the deceitfulness of wealth, snatches away the Word 
which was sown in the heart (Matthew 13:21-22).  The enemy is choking believers to keep them 
from being fruitful for Christ.  He is holding unbelievers in bondage to keep them from their 
Redeemer.  To overcome the ungodly effects of such worldly pressures, believers must implement 
an “individual warfare strategy” based upon the model of Jesus Christ. 
 

The temptation of Jesus Christ (Matthew 4:1-11) reveals a number of keys to the Lord’s 
battle strategy.  Just prior to being led into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil, Jesus 
submitted to water baptism.  Although John questioned why Jesus needed to do this, our Lord was 
submitting to God.   
 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent 
Him, saying, "I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?" But Jesus answered and 
said to him, "Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he 
allowed Him.  Matthew 3:13-15 

 

Jesus submitted to God, the Father.  This is the starting place for every believer who is serious 
about overcoming the plots and schemes of the enemy.  Such humility is the best preparation for 
the battle. 
 

But He gives more grace. Therefore He says:” God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble."  
James 4:6-8 

 

The first key and the finest preparation for spiritual battle is humility and submission to 
God!  This will be evidenced by a willful and timely obedience to the Lord in all things.  Humility and 
submission are like an antibiotic attacking bacteria.  Unfortunately, submission has become an 
unwelcome word in our country, but we cannot effectively resist the devil without humility.  Resist 
(anthistemi) is the same word used in chapter six of Ephesians.  
 

Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand. Ephesians 6:13 

 

The second key to an individual warfare strategy is prayer and fasting.  Jesus prayed for 
40 days and nights (Matthew 4:2).  He was prayed up!  Individual confrontations with the devil will 
continue to overwhelm many believers, causing them to bottom out if they do not pray and equip 
themselves with God’s full armor.  The devil hates it when people pray because his plots are 
replaced by God’s plan.  Jesus is still telling His disciples today to watch and pray.  Notice also the 
role of fasting as a weapon of our warfare. 
 

 Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 
 Matthew 26:41  
 



 30 

 “. . . However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.”   Matthew 17:21  
  

The third key is endurance.  Jesus persevered.  He did not give up nor did He back down 
through 40 days and nights of prayer and the ensuing battle with the devil.  Many believers permit 
Satan to be a thief in their individual lives because they quit in the midst of the battle.  Never give 
up!  Determine to advance and overcome in the battle against the enemy of your soul. 
 

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight,  and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 
before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God.  Hebrews 12:1-2 

 

The fourth key to the believer’s individual warfare strategy is God’s word.  The devil’s 
strategy was to attack Jesus physically because He was hungry; spiritually because the Spirit had 
led Him into the wilderness; and politically with influence, power, and possessions because Jesus 
was the Son of God.  The strategy failed because Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit and the 
Word of God.  With each temptation the Lord responded with, “It is written... (Matt. 4:4,7,10).  
Likewise, we need to utilize the word of God written upon our hearts.  We must be intimately 
acquainted with the word to be effective in spiritual warfare at any level! 
 

The fifth key is one that many believers fail to exercise.  It is the command of authority.  
Christ ended the battle with authoritative words.   
 

Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you  Satan! For it is written, "You shall worship the LORD your 
God, and Him only you shall serve."'  Matthew 4:10  

 

Notice Jesus did not ask Satan to leave, but He commanded him!  This is the command of 
authority; when it is exercised in the name of Jesus, the devil leaves.   
 

The sixth key is the ministry of angels.  After the devil left Jesus, the Bible says that angels 
came and ministered to Him. 
 

 Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him.  Matthew 4:11  
 

God dispatches angels upon request.  They are deployed as ministering spirits to serve us in 
difficult situations.   
 

Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?  
Hebrews 1:14 

 

 What an advantage the believer has for warfare on an individual basis!  Even the devil knows, He 
will command his angels concerning you. 
 

 "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written:  "He shall give His angels charge 
over you,' and, "In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone."'  
Matthew 4:6 

 

There is a seventh key that is not specifically mentioned in the temptation of Jesus.  This 
key is the anointing and power of the Holy Spirit.  God’s anointing and power came upon Jesus 
immediately after He was water baptized. 
 

 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens 

were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. 
Matthew 3:16   
 

 Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into 

the wilderness,  Luke 4:1  
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Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit before being led into the confrontation with the devil.  Jesus did 
not battle the devil nor did He do ministry in His own power.  He was full of the Spirit.  Without the        
anointing and power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus could not have proclaimed liberty to the captives or 
set free the oppressed. 
 

The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me  To preach the gospel to the poor;  
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to 
the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed;  Luke 4:18   

 

Although Satan tries to place his burden or yoke upon the neck and shoulder of individual 
believers, the anointing breaks and literally destroys every yoke. 
 

It shall come to pass in that day  That his burden will be taken away from your shoulder, And his 
yoke from your neck, And the yoke will be destroyed because of the anointing oil.  Isaiah 10:27  

 

An eighth and final key to the effective warfare of every individual believer is worship.  It is 
vital that individuals arrive at the corporate level prayed up.  It is just as vital they be praised up!  
The devil tempted Jesus with authority and influence if He would just worship him.   
 

And he said to Him, "All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me." Then 
Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written, "You shall worship the LORD your God, 
and Him only you shall serve."  Matthew 4:9-10  

 

As believers, we often do not praise Him enough.  Remember that only one of ten healed lepers 
returned to glorify and give thanks to Jesus (Luke 17:11-19).  Could this be an indication that our 
Lord gets scarcely a tenth of the praise and worship due Him?  Many believers walk around 
defeated because they do not praise Him enough.  They praise Him little more in the corporate 
body.  Praise is a  pathway to the presence of God and in His presence is fullness of joy and the 
joy of the Lord is our strength.  Praise silences the enemy! 
 

Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have ordained strength, Because of Your 
enemies, That You may silence the enemy and the avenger.  Psalm 8:2 

 

The saints need to utilize what we have been describing as the individual warfare strategy.  
If the enemy can keep the individual warrior weak, tired, and defeated, then the corporate army will 
be ineffective against the principalities and powers over cities and nations.  Let’s sharpen our 
individual swords and follow the example of Jesus for those daily firefights with the devil.  
 

Corporate Warfare Strategy 

There is the sound of a trumpet in the church today.  The Commander of the Army of the 
Lord is calling His church to battle and the battle is for the harvest.  Dick Bernal accurately 
describes the necessity for this corporate warfare: “as each generation passes, the power of sin 
increases.  The heavenlies, once clear and yielding, are now infested by an arrogant prince of 
darkness.  His high ranking principalities are feverishly occupied with setting up blockades to 
separate man from his Creator.”11   God promises He will do something about this.   
 

I will go before you And make the crooked places straight; I will break in pieces the gates of bronze 
And cut  the bars of iron.  Isaiah 45:2 

 

Spiritual warfare is needed to clear the heavenlies for the greatest harvest the world has 
ever seen!  The church is being given a divine summons to forcefully advance and march onward 
and upward against the commanders of darkness over cities and nations.  In short, the church is 
called to make war in the heavenlies!  The results are guaranteed.   

                                                 
11 Dick Bernal, Storming Hell’s Brazen Gates (San Jose, CA: Jubilee Christian Center, 1988), 2 
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Rain down, you heavens, from above, And let the skies pour down righteousness; Let the earth open, 
let them  bring forth salvation, And let righteousness spring up together.  I, the LORD, have created 
it. Isaiah 45:8 

 

The church needs a corporate warfare strategy to remove the devil’s blockade from cities and 
nations so multitudes can receive salvation.  This has been ordained by God.    
 

…to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the 
principalities and powers in the heavenly places, according to the eternal purpose which He 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord,  Ephesians 3:10-11 

 

Clearly, the church is the instrument chosen by God to dispense what He has already 
accomplished in Christ.  This involves corporate warfare and notifying evil principalities of their 
defeat and expulsion from cities and nations.  Although our cities and nations are under siege by 
the enemy, there is a Biblical model for corporate warfare that will unleash the firepower to take 
cities and nations for God.  It is a model that will require the obedience of God’s people.  As John 
Dawson, a respected teacher in taking cities for God, says, “We can rebuke the devil all day long 
and still be powerless unless faith and obedience are strategically applied.”12    Most would agree 
that Joshua is a primary model for doing spiritual warfare at the corporate level.  Also, Paul’s letter 
to the Ephesians details concise, Biblical principles for spiritual warfare.  Before we identify the 
main components of a clear Biblical model, it is important to list some spiritual truths for God’s 
Army as revealed in the book of Joshua: 
 

 Spiritual warfare requires strength and courage (Joshua 1:6-7,9) 

 God has an army marching through the land (Joshua 5:14) 

 Jesus Christ is the Commander of the army of God (Joshua 5:14) 

 You cannot stand before the enemy until you take away the cursed thing from among you 
(Joshua 7:13) 

 God is calling all warriors to arise and advance armed (Joshua 8:1) 

 It is God’s will for His people to take cities for God (Joshua 11:19-20) 

 The word of the Lord shall not fail (Joshua 21:45) 
 

It is important to allow the above truths to guide us as we reveal a corporate warfare strategy.  The 
following represents the five elements of a Biblical model for taking cities and nations for God: 
 

1. Intercessory Prayer (Joshua 9:14)  Inquiring of the Lord is the beginning of city-taking. 
2. Spiritual Intelligence Gathering (Joshua 2:1,7:2,18:3-10)  Spying out the Land. 
3. The Forced March (Joshua 6:7)  The assault upon enemy positions with firepower teams. 
4. Spiritual Fire (Joshua 8:8,19)  Setting the city on fire with the Holy Spirit by evangelizing the city.  
5. Church Planting (Joshua 23:1-2, 24:1)  Believers gather together to covenant to serve God as the 

body of Christ and occupy the land in the spiritual sense. 
 

Each of the five components in the above model is vital to the whole corporate strategy.  
The citywide church is beginning to do a more effective job on the first three, but are usually 
unprepared to evangelize their city.  This appears to be rapidly changing, however, as 
denominational and racial walls weaken under a renewed passion to reach the lost and a growing 
expectancy of His appearing.   

 

 
 
 

                                                 
12 John Dawson, Taking Our Cities for God (Lake Mary, FL: Creation House, 1989), 153. 
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Discussion Questions: 
 
1. What is the value of having a Biblical strategy when we engage in spiritual warfare? 
 
 
 
2. What is the principle of displacement and how is this related to our understanding of      

spiritual warfare?  
 
 

 

3. List the 8 principles of individual warfare strategy and give an example of how you can 
 apply  each of these principles in your own life. 
 

 1. 
 
 
 
 2. 
 
 
 
 3. 
 
 
 
 4. 
 
 
 5. 
 

 

 6. 
 
 
 
 7. 
 
 
 
 8. 
 
 
 
4. List the 5 elements of Biblical strategy for taking cities and nations for God.  Have you had 
 any experience personally with these strategic elements?  Pray and ask God to develop a 
 greater understanding of these areas in your own life. 
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So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the 

land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.”  Ezekiel 22:30  

   

The Importance of Prayer 

Spiritual leaders around the world agree that we are in the greatest prayer movement in 
centuries.  There are four things we need to remember to do: (1) Pray! (2) Pray! (3) Pray! (4) Pray!  
Peter Wagner says, “Never before, in living memory, has prayer been such a high agenda item for 
pastors, Christian leaders and ordinary believers in the pews.”13   If the church wants to be on the 
cutting edge of what God is saying and doing around the world, then it is going to have to be a 
church that is in constant prayer.  This is why local churches are setting aside one or more 
evenings every week for corporate prayer.  Although the earth has not shaken yet, it is a certainty 
that evil forces are being weakened and in God’s perfect timing there will be a whole lot of shaking 
going on. 
 

It is obvious that the gates of hell will not overcome a praying church.  Neither will it stop 
the advance of God’s army.  This is why it is important to get pastors together to pray for the city.  
This is difficult to do because pastors often want to talk rather than pray.  Keeping them together is 
an entirely another matter.  It does appear that many pastors do not have the gift of intercession, 
but it is still important to get them together to pray.  Important as it is to get pastors together, it is 
absolutely essential to get the intercessors together.  Here we are talking about the intercessors 
who are burdened for a city and who desire to come together daily to pray.  Bob Swanger believed 
there would come the day when cities would call intercessors from another city to come and pray 
over their city.  Even now this is beginning to happen as intercessors are getting together to pray in 
city after city worldwide.  
 

I met an elderly man in 1997 named Julius Elles.  I was waiting in the sanctuary of a 
church in Cleveland, Ohio, when he approached me.  He told me he personally supported 17 
missionaries and prayed for over 1,000 individuals every day, as well as for 30 mission 
organizations.  In addition to this, he daily prayed for every congregation and pastor in his 
association.  He prayed Monday through Friday from 5:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and on the weekends 
from 3:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.  Then Julius Elles said something even more profound, “I’m the 
spiritual janitor in this place.  I clean out anything the devil brings in here.”  Bring those intercessors 
together in any city and sooner or later there will be a citywide impact. 
 

I also had the wonderful experience of ministering in some Miami Hispanic churches in 
1994.  Someone gave me a note and this was the translation: In Miami, the Satanists have 
psychiatrists who, within 600 houses in different places of the city, make sacrifices and prayer 
meetings with 600 ministers that fast and call upon the devil’s name.  These demand blood and 
raping weekly while the church of Christ is apathetic.  I was one who served the devil—I smoked 
60 Tobaccos a day and called upon the devil.  Christ redeemed me and now I serve God.  This 

                                                 
13 Wagner, Prayer Shield (Ventura: Regal Books, 1992), 13. 
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reveals that the devil is busy over our cities while the church often goes on with its business, 
unaware of the reality of the spiritual struggle.  Such was not the case in the early church.   
 

Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant[a] prayer was offered to God for him by the church. 
Acts 12:5 

 

The praying church led to Peter’s miraculous deliverance from prison (Acts12:7).  In fact it 
was the key!  Our dear friend, Peter Murunga of Kenya, says that God has given no other strategy 
to the church except for prayer and the Holy Spirit.  If the church is going to take cities and nations 
for God, then it’s going to have to become a church that prays.  We believe God is saying to the 
church, “It’s time to pray!  It’s time to intercede!” 
 

Prayer in the Local Church 

Although there continues to be a significant prayer movement around the world, the fact 
remains that most local congregations have yet to establish an effective prayer ministry beyond 
prayer chains and praying for personal prayer requests.  As important as these may seem, there is 
much more to  starting, training, and operating a prayer ministry than meets the eye.  For instance, 
upon closer examination, the Bible reveals a series of prayer strata.  These are progressive layers 
of prayer that can literally change the world around us. 
 

 Prayer Closet (Matthew 6:5-15) 
 Prayer Request (Philippians 4:6)  
 Intercession (Luke 22:31-32; Hebrews 7:25; Galatians 6:2; James 5:16) 
 Corporate Intercession (Genesis 18:16-33; II Chronicles 7:1-3, 12-16; Ezekiel 22:30; 33:1-11; 

Luke 2:37; Acts 1:14; 12:5, 12)  
 Warfare/Governmental Prayer (Matthew 11:12; 21:19-22; Daniel 9:10; Acts 4:23-31; 12:1-19) 

 

Although spiritual warfare is present at each of the above prayer strata, our study will deal 
mostly with intercession, corporate intercession, and warfare/governmental prayer.  The point to 
remember is that none of these progressive prayer layers should be overlooked by the local 
church.  Of course, it is difficult to start any prayer ministry if individual believers are not 
accustomed to praying in the first place.  In this case, training must be provided and accompanied 
with opportunities for group prayer.  This should continue until individual believers are confident 
praying publicly as well as privately. Although all believers may not have the calling and gift of 
intercession, it is important to recognize that the example of the early church teaches us to pray in 
the following ways: 
 

 Pray regularly—each believer should have regularly scheduled times for prayer. 
 Pray for others—each believer should lift up the needs of others. 
 Pray together—each believer’s praying in agreement dramatically increases the power 

released upon a situation or stronghold. 
 Pray in the Spirit—the primary way of doing this is praying in other tongues, which edifies 

us and builds up our faith among other things. 
 

It takes time to build a high impact prayer ministry in the local church, but it begins with the ministry 
of intercession.  
 

The Ministry of Intercession 

The ministry of intercession is the single most important key to spiritual warfare.  Dick 
Eastman defines an intercessor as “a man or woman—or child—who fights on behalf of others.”  It 

http://www.bible.gospelcom.net/passage/?search=Acts%2012:5;&version=50;#fen-NKJV-27340a#fen-NKJV-27340a
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means to “stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land.”14  It’s not strictly defensive action; it’s 
also an offensive one.  In fact, true intercession needs to be more offensive than defensive.  Cindy 
Jacobs is right to point out that “Most of the Body of Christ, unfortunately, stays on the defensive 
while Satan has a field day with governments, the Church and our families.”15    The Hebrew word 
perets not only refers to “a breach or gap”, but “a breaking forth.”  The implication is that 
intercessors seek divine intervention and also break forth on the enemy to destroy his works and 
plans.  The Intercessory Prayer Team must be the first team in place and functional for this very 
reason.  It is the beginning of city-taking.  This is why it is important to train the whole church in 
corporate intercession.  Disunity plagues our churches today.  Spiritual leaders fall because most 
churches do not have trained intercessors who, like Jesus, pray for them.   
 

Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He 
always lives to make intercession for them.  Hebrews 7:25 

 

There are a number of Biblical examples of the ministry of intercession.  We see Anna 
who, as a watchman, did not depart from the temple.  She served God night and day with prayer 
and fasting.   
   

 I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; They shall never hold their peace day or night. You 
who make mention of the LORD, do not keep silent, And give Him no rest till He establishes  And till 
He makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.  Isaiah 62:6-7 

 

 Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 
great age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity; and this woman was a widow 
of about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and 
prayers night and day.  Luke 2:36-37 

 

It’s very difficult for the devil to bring division into a church when trained intercessors are warring 
against his evil plots and undergirding the spiritual leaders with much prayer.  These leaders will 
stand and not fall.  Their families will not be destroyed because their arms will be lifted up as Aaron 
and Hur supported the arms of Moses.  
 

But Moses' hands became heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. And 
Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands 
were steady until the going down of the sun.  Exodus 17:12 

 

One of the most powerful occurrences of the ministry of intercession is when Jesus prayed 
for Peter.   
 

And the Lord said, "Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. 
But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, 
strengthen your brethren."   Luke 22:31-32 

 

Of course, Peter went on to minister with great boldness and power.  This was confirmed by many 
signs and wonders and salvations.  The simple words, “But I  have prayed for you…”  are a 
tribute to the absolute necessity of having trained intercessors.  The church cannot forcefully 
advance without them nor can leaders and their families stand. 
 

 

 

 

                                                 
14 Dick Eastman, Love On Its Knees (Tarrytown, NY: Chosen Books, 1989),21 
15 Jacobs, Possessing the Gate of the Enemy, 63 
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Types and Characteristics of Intercessors 

The purpose of intercessors is to bring forth the plan and purposes of God, undergird 
spiritual leaders and their families, and destroy evil strategies.  Peter Wagner identifies four types 
of intercessors:16  
 

1. General Intercessors—those who pray over prayer lists, prayer requests, and prayer 
chains motivated by the admonition to pray for one another (James 5:16).   

2. Crisis Intercessors—those who pray exclusively on assignment from the Father as 
watchmen (Isaiah 62:6-7).   

3. Personal Intercessors—those who are called to pray on a regular basis for a specific 
person or persons as Jesus prayed for Peter (Luke 22:31-21).  

4. Warfare Intercessors—those who are called to engage the enemy in high-level spiritual 
warfare.    

 

Although intercessors may be involved in all four types of intercession, strategic-level spiritual 
warfare demands the more intense and aggressive intercession of both personal and warfare 
intercessors.  Even though simple prayer requests and prayer chains remain an important means 
of prayer, this type of praying will not normally tear down evil strongholds or keep a man of God 
standing.  This takes the type of praying that makes war in the heavenlies, that breaks forth on the 
enemy, destroying his evil plots.  
 

The Intercessory Prayer Team is so crucial to the church and its quest to take cities and 
nations for God that we must look intently for those believers with distinct characteristics.  Peter 
Wagner confirms most of these in the following list of characteristics of intercessors.17 

 

 They pray longer. 
 They pray with more intensity. 
 They enjoy prayer more and receive more personal satisfaction from their prayer times. 
 They see more frequent and dramatic answers to their prayers. 
 They are acutely aware of hearing clearly from God. 

 

When a believer speaks of being awakened at night to pray, this is an alert to a potential call to the 
ministry of intercession.  There are many intercessors sitting in churches who are not being 
utilized.  We must be determined to recruit them, raise them up with sound training, and release 
them into this ministry.  
 

Prayer Statistics 

A standing principle of any Intercessory Prayer Team must be the fact that prayer really 
works.  It is absolutely essential that God’s people believe they can do through prayer what God 
has told them to do!  This truth is as applicable today as it was in the early church.  There is great 
power in prayer! 
  

Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The 

effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.  James 5:16 
 

                                                 
16 Wagner, 54-55 
17 Ibid., 49 
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Statistics support the claim that prayer releases the greater harvest.  Peter Wagner 
surveyed 572 American pastors across regional, age, and denominational lines regarding the 
amount of time they spent in actual prayer on a daily basis18.  He found the following results: 
 

 57% prayed less than 20 minutes a day 

 34% prayed from 20 minutes to 60 minutes a day 

 9% prayed 1 hour or more a day 

 28% prayed less than 10 minutes a day (over 1 of 4) 
 

The average prayer time was 22 minutes a day.  Surveys were also conducted in four other nations 
and revealed the following daily averages: 
 

 Australian pastors prayed 23 minutes a day 

 New Zealand pastors prayed 30 minutes a day 

 Japanese pastors prayed 44 minutes a day 

 Korean pastors prayed 90 minutes a day 
 

The real significance of the above statistics is how the amount of meaningful and 
concentrated prayer each day affects church growth.  Generally speaking, churches that engage in 
aggressive intercession and strategic-level spiritual warfare grow faster.  An example is 
Pentecostal/charismatic churches, whose adherents have grown from 50 million in 1965 to 392 
million in 1991.  Wagner says, “In all of human history there has never been a nonpolitical, 
nonmilitaristic, voluntary human movement that has grown as rapidly as the 
Pentecostal/charismatic movement has grown in the last 30 years.”19   This remarkable conversion 
growth has continued worldwide into the 21st century.  The revealing factor here is prayer!  
According to Wagner’s survey, Pentecostal/charismatic pastors spend more than twice as much 
time in prayer as others. 
 

 Liberal pastors prayed 18 minutes a day 

 Evangelical pastors prayed 17 minutes a day 

 Pentecostal/charismatic pastors prayed 46 minutes a day 
 

Another survey was conducted by Nancy Pfaff, an intercessor and founder of Nevada 
Church Growth, in which 130 pastors were each assigned an intercessor who would pray for them 
15 minutes a day for one year.  An overwhelming 89% said the prayer caused a positive change in 
the effectiveness of their ministry.  They reported that changes took place in the following areas:  
 

 use of their particular spiritual gifts 

 higher level of positive response to their ministry 

 more discernment and wisdom from God 

 increased wholeness & completeness in Christ 

 improved attitudes 

 more evidence of the fruit of the Spirit 

 better personal prayer lives 

 heightened leadership skills 
 

                                                 
18 Wagner., 79 
19 Ibid., 79 
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In addition to the above results, some 60% reported significant growth in the church.  This is            
conclusive evidence that a trained and functional Intercessory Prayer Team releases the greater      
harvest. 
 

Types of Praying and Characteristics of Corporate Intercession 

In his book Intercessory Prayer, Dutch Sheets defines the same as “an extension of the 
ministry of Jesus through His Body, the Church, whereby we mediate between God and humanity 
for the purpose of reconciling the work to Him, or between Satan and humanity for the purpose of 
enforcing the victory of Calvary.”20 Our experience with the 5-Fold Global Prayer Network and 
prayer meetings all over the world has taught us that corporate intercession consists of constant 
and fervent prayer regularly sustained at the strategic levels of spiritual warfare.  This is done over 
a region by a large group of trained intercessors, at the same time and place, leading to a 
measurable increase of captives set free.   
 

There are several types of praying that occur during corporate intercession: 
 
One Accord Praying—all pray out loud at the same time and sustain this fervent prayer for long periods of time. 
Prayer of Agreement—one person prays out loud and the others pray in agreement. 
Scripture Praying—the Holy Spirit leads one or more pray-ers to open the Bible to a passage of Scripture and 
combine reading of the text with prayer regarding what the Lord is showing them about the implications of the text for 
the actual situation. 
Praying in the Spirit—pray-ers pray and praise out loud in other tongues (heavenly syllables or languages not 
understood by the speaker) and/or specially anointed words of understanding      
(words understood by all, but divinely anointed for the respective context). 
Prophetic Intercession—the Holy Spirit prompts intercessors to pray for something they have    little or no knowledge 
of by giving them the ability to receive an immediate assignment from the Father and pray about it in a divinely 
anointed utterance. 
Travail—intercessors go through a spiritual birthing process commonly noted by a rocking motion,as well as 
byweeping, groaning, and wailing during prayer. 
Prayer and Praise Warfare—those praying advance against enemy strongholds utilizing the  
weapons of warfare as offensive weapons to effectively silence and overrun the enemy’s position     
(Our praise silences the enemy). 
Prayer Walking—(praying on site with insight) - pray-ers pray while walking around or through key positions of known 
satanic fortifications treading on the enemy and evicting demonic forces.  

 
There are also a number of characteristics of corporate intercession.  It is important that 

we are all  aware of these if we are to achieve a unified thrust of prayer that will open up heaven for 
the multitudes held in bondage to the power of Satan.  There are a number of important aspects 
that can be present in a corporate gathering of intercessors who are focused together on the 
purposes of God. 
 

 Intercessors gather to pray rather than talk. 

 Intercessors sustain prayer for long periods of time, lasting normally an hour or more. 

 Intercessors focus on God’s corporate vision for cities and nations rather than personal agendas. 

 Intercessors boldly cry out to God with a loud voice and, at other times, quietly wait in His            
       presence. 

 Intercessors utilize all types of praying, including tongues and written prayers. 

 Intercessors follow the agenda ordered by the Spirit of God and not that of a particular individual. 

 Intercessors share prophetic visions, Scriptures, and words of revelation from God without  

                                                 
20 Dutch Sheets, Intercessory Prayer 
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       preaching, teaching, or correcting others. 

 Intercessors skilled on the instruments of music are encouraged to play prophetically as the Spirit leads. 

 Intercessors flow in the Spirit together (the corporate flow of the whole body) rather than personal ministry. 

 Intercessors minister to the Lord in prayer and fasting and listen to His voice. 

 Intercessors engage the enemy through militant intercession (spiritual warfare) to dispel demonic forces. 

 Intercessors move in the corporate anointing as they foster teamwork rather than individual    
        “charisma.” 

  

Flaky Intercession and the Red Light Zone 

Flaky is defined as “exhibiting eccentric, unbalanced or irrational behavior.”  When 
intercessors are left to themselves without adequate training and accountability to a five-fold 
leadership team, flaky intercession will inevitably follow.  Here are some prayers that typically 
violate the Scriptures: 
 

 Strike’em dead prayers—Luke 9:54-56 

 Bearing other’s sicknesses—I Peter 2:24  

 Witchcraft praying—Galatians 5:19-20 

 Bridal Chamber praying—Genesis 6:1-4 

 Fleece praying—Judges 6:36-40  
 

The following chart characterizes such misguided intercession and exposes the demonic spirits 
behind it.  We can call this the “red light zone” because a church called to pray needs to stop and 
avoid at all costs these signs of unbalanced and eccentric praying.   
 

Red Light Zone Demonic spirits 

Prayers that control and manipulate Absalom or Lucifer spirit 

Prayers of destruction Spirit of witchcraft 

Fleshly/sensual prayers Sensual spirit 

Prayers from an unclean heart Critical/wounded spirit 

 
 

It is most unfortunate that manipulative intercession is a quite common occurrence in prayer 
meetings.  This includes prayers that seek the will of the person praying and those that cut down 
spiritual leaders.  Words like “. . . now if I was in leadership I would….,” or “Lord, help the pastor 
see what is really needed,” indicates that one is praying in concordance with the Lucifer or 
Absalom spirit (2 Samuel 14). 
 

There are also those prayers of witchcraft that include destruction.  Some of these prayers 
could take the following forms:  “God, either save them, get them out of the office, or kill them.”; 
“God, burn the business or building down.”; “Strike the family with illness.”  The point is that when 
someone prays a prayer out of his soul (mind, will, emotion), he is releasing psychic, and many 
times, demonic forces to work against the one for whom he is praying. 
 

 Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those who love it will eat its fruit.  Proverbs 18:21 
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There are fleshly prayers that arise out of sinful and natural desires.  This is when you are 
in corporate prayer and someone brings in a prayer for “Aunt Betsy” when the group is breaking 
down strongholds.  It is also when someone changes the direction of the warfare time by stopping 
the group to hear a vision they have received.  Instead, they need to pray through the vision.  
Otherwise, the group ends up in a discussion rather than in prayer.  In addition, it is when someone 
interrupts someone else praying.  They are not listening, seeking to be in unity.  Rather, they begin 
praying in a different direction instead of waiting to receive God’s peace that the stronghold is 
gone.   
 

Finally there are prayers from an unclean heart.  When someone’s heart is not clean, they 
will point the finger at others when they need to point the finger at self.  This is a critical spirit.  This 
is also when an intercessor prays things out of their own woundedness rather that the desires of 
God.  All these things greatly hinder the effectiveness of prayer meetings.  The following will guard 
and protect the prayer ministry of the church: 
 

 The vision of the church 

 The confirmation of God’s word 

 The spiritual covering of the church 

 Spiritual accountability 

 Spiritual discernment and witness of other mature believers 
 

Needless to say, the church needs to be protected from the abuses of flaky intercession. 
 

Ten Conclusions 

Intercessory Prayer is the key to doing spiritual warfare of any kind.  This bears repeating 
over and over again.  For this reason, intercessors need to confidently understand that their 
prayers can release the blessing of God upon a person, a home, a church, a city, and even a 
nation.  Their travail can birth fresh revelation from God and their warfare praying can destroy the 
devil’s plan and set many captives free.  Here are ten Biblical conclusions for every intercessor: 
 

1. You can pray in victory.  (Exodus 17:12) 
2. You can pray in God’s protection against the enemy and foil his plans.  (Ezekiel 22:30) 
3. You can pray in knowledge, vision, and understanding.  (Daniel 10:1-21) 
4. You can pray in the healing of the land.  (2 Chronicles 7:14) 
5. You can pray in the greater harvest.  (Matthew 9:37-38; Luke 10:2) 
6. You can pray in the Holy Spirit.   (Acts 1:14) 
7. You can pray in open gates and deliverance.  (Acts 12:5-7) 
8. You can pray in God’s direction and the right spiritual leaders.  (Acts 13:2-3) 
9. You can pray in strength, good, and the will of God.  (Romans 8:26-28) 
10. You can pray in physical healing.  (James 5:16) 

       

The Intercessory Prayer Team is unquestionably the beginning of city-taking.  Dick Bernal 
describes it well in saying, “It is preparing and planning in the Spirit, getting the mind and strategy 
of Christ on just how to penetrate a city with the gospel.”21     Although God’s sovereignty must 
always be affirmed and recognized, it is like some have suggested, “History belongs to the 
Intercessors!” 

 

 

                                                 
21 Dick Bernal, Come Down Dark Prince (Shippensburg, Pa.: Companion Press, 1989), 20 
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Discussion Questions: 
 
1.  How would you define an “intercessor”? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Describe your understanding of the “ministry of intercession.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What benefits does the ministry of intercession provide for church leaders? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Record any personal insights and observations regarding how the ministry of intercession 
 has affected your own life.  Consider experiences where others have interceded for 
 you, as well as  times when you have interceded for others.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Consider the aspects that should be present in a corporate gathering of intercessors (also 
 consider those aspects which should not be present).  Think about a “corporate prayer 
 meeting” you have experienced.  What positive elements were present?  What elements 
 should not have been present?  What was missing that might have furthered enabled the 
 power of prayer in that meeting? 
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Now Joshua the son of Nun sent out two men from Acacia Grove to spy secretly, saying, "Go, view the land, 

especially Jericho."  Joshua 2:1 
 

Knowing the Enemy 

Many Vietnam veterans have had great difficulty leaving the war behind them, even after 
many years have passed.  I consider myself fortunate because I have not been plagued with 
constant memories of the war.  There are, however, some things I will never forget.  One was when 
some Marine leader came up with the tactical brainstorm of moving the entire battalion in the 
middle of the night.  We had to hold onto the pack of the guy in front of us as we trampled single 
file through the jungle.  It was a nightmare from start to finish.  By the time we set in, the enemy 
was both inside and outside our perimeter. 
 

What the Marine leader lacked in the above experience was adequate intelligence data on 
the enemy.  To put it bluntly, he underestimated the enemy.  The enemy obviously knew the 
territory better than this Marine leader did.  Successful military leaders are no better than the 
intelligence information they are given.  They can come up with a battle plan, but if the intelligence 
data does not support it, then the mission better be scrapped.  Spiritual leaders face the same 
dilemma.  They must have good intelligence to make a strategic advance upon a city! 
 

Some believers have received teaching that has convinced them it is somehow 
unimportant to know anything about the devil, demons, ruling spirits, generational curses, and the 
like.  “Just focus upon Jesus,” they say.  Although we all need to keep our focus upon Jesus Christ, 
the author and finisher of our faith, this cannot be used as an excuse for ignorance of the devil’s 
ways.  Biblically speaking, it is absurd to think that having sound knowledge of Satan’s scheming 
ways so that we can effectively use our spiritual weapons against him will take our focus away from 
Jesus.  Have we forgotten that the Holy Spirit Himself drove Jesus into the wilderness to do battle 
against Satan?  How can believers individually and corporately cast out demons if they do not 
know who or what it is they are fighting?  Interestingly, those who ignore the Biblical realities of 
spiritual warfare often are the ones who continue to live defeated lives.  God wants to change this!  
The early believers were not ignorant of Satan’s devices. 
 

…lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.  2 Corinthians 2:11  
  

The above passage warrants a closer examination.  There are three important Greek words in it 
that reveal the truth about the importance of knowing the enemy. 
 

1. Pleonekteo (advantage) - to be covetous, holding and desiring more, eager to have more,         
especially what belongs to others.  Satan overreaches to gain an advantage. 

2. Agnoeo (ignorant) - to not know, through lack of information or intelligence.  By implication, this means to 
ignore through disinclination. 

3. Noema (devices) - a perception, purpose, mind.  This implies that we are to have some          
knowledge of Satan’s intellect, disposition, thoughts, and evil purposes.  

  

 

CHAPTER 5 

SPIRITUAL INTELLIGENCE GATHERING  
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It is not God’s will that we be ignorant of the way Satan thinks and operates.  Satan’s standard          
operating procedures remain the same from the beginning. 
 

 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And 
 he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, "You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?" 
 Genesis 3:1 
 

Notice that Satan is smarter than the animals, but he’s not smarter than us.  Yet if we operate in     
ignorance, we can let him get the advantage.  Knowing the enemy is crucial to our effectiveness in 
binding up the strong man in any situation.    
 

Spiritual Mapping 
“Spiritual Mapping” is a term used by George Otis, Jr. in 1990.  He describes this as the 

process of superimposing our understanding of the forces and events in the spiritual domain onto 
places and circumstances in the material world.22   In other words, the city or region is thoroughly 
researched to examine what is behind the way things are.  Harold Caballeros, pastor of the several 
thousand member El Shaddai Church in Guatemala City, says the specific objective on such 
research is “to know as far as possible the enemy’s plans, strategies and plots in order to go into 
battle with intelligence and, as a result, be victorious within a minimum of time, and with a minimum 
of risk or loss.”23   I call this “spiritual intelligence gathering.”  The Spiritual Intelligence Gathering 
Team is tasked with doing this research, compiling it, and presenting it to spiritual leaders and 
prayer warriors. 
 

Spiritual Intelligence Gathering is a very sound Biblical process despite growing concerns 
by some leaders with the concept of spiritual mapping.  God instructed Moses to gather relevant 
information about the land of Canaan.  Moses, in return, gave them specific instructions regarding 
the survey.  
 

 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, "Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am giving 
to the children of Israel; from each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a leader 
among them."  Numbers 13:1-2 

 

 Then Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them, "Go up this way into the 
South, and go up to the mountains, and see what the land is like: whether the people who dwell in it 
are strong or weak, few or many; whether the land they dwell in is good or bad; whether the cities 
they inhabit are like camps or strongholds; whether the land is rich or poor; and whether there are 
forests there or not. Be of good courage. And bring some of the fruit of the land." Now the time was 
the season of the first ripe grapes.   Numbers 13:17-20 

 

The survey took forty days to complete (13:25) and required a reporting to the people (13:26, 32).   
Joshua follows the same pattern when he sent two men to the city of Jericho.  Their task was to 
spy and look over the land.  
 

Now Joshua the son of Nun sent out two men from Acacia Grove to spy secretly, saying, "Go, view 
the land, especially Jericho." Joshua 2:1   

 

The Hebrew word ragal means “to walk along for the purpose of searching, spying, or 
reconnoitering.”  What is actually being done is what the military of any nation calls a 
“reconnaissance” of the area.  This is a survey of a region for obtaining military information about 

                                                 
22 George Otis, Jr., “An Overview of Spiritual Mapping,” 32. 
23 Harold Caballeros, “Defeating the Enemy with the Help of Spiritual Mapping.” 138. 
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the enemy.  If the church is going to take cities for God, then it needs to do a thorough 
reconnaissance of the targeted cities. 
 

The 10/40 Window 

One of the best examples of the value of spiritual intelligence gathering and the 
mobilization of saints for spiritual warfare is the revelation of the targeted “10/40 window.”  This 
refers to the 62 countries of the world which lie between the latitudes 10 degrees north and 40 
degrees north of the equator (See Appendix 1).  The 10/40 window contains 67% of the world’s 
population and 97% of the world’s most under evangelized people.  The average income within the 
region is less than $500 a year.  The area is also dominated by Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and 
the occult.  Dick Eastman, chairman of the Praying through the Window campaign, has mobilized 
close to 30 million Christians in over 100 nations to pray for the 10/40 window.24   The strategy even 
included the sending of teams called special forces to targeted locations and cities within the 
region to war against the ruling forces of darkness.  Churches will eventually be planted in each of 
the 100 gateway cities to establish beachheads in these least evangelized nations.  
 

The above description of a global strategy is all confirmed by reliable intelligence data.  
This research helps us to see what is really behind the poverty and spiritual imprisonment of 
people living in the region.  Christian warriors who dare to march on cities to set captives free need 
to hear this admonition from George Otis, Jr., who has traveled to over 100 countries in the last 30 
years:  “If their mission to liberate enchanted prisoners is to succeed, they will require accurate 
intelligence on enemy command and control centers, and the spiritual equivalent of the military’s 
night vision goggles.”25  

 

Surveying Your City 

The Spiritual Intelligence Gathering Team needs to confine their research to the prescribed 
area assigned by the spiritual leaders.  This is important to the concept of territoriality.  In other 
words, it would not be very productive to march around the city of Ai if God has instructed us to 
march around Jericho.  It is also recommended that team members work together rather than 
alone.  The commanders of darkness who have possessed the gate of the city for centuries are 
cruel.  You are gathering reliable information to be used by the saints to overthrow him!  Once 
overthrown, many more people will come to Jesus.  Demonic forces do not like this and often 
attempt to retaliate.    
 

One of the best places to gather information is at the public library.  Once, we gathered 
some basic information about a county’s history.  We were able to trace the development of free 
masonry in the area; we found evidence of curses placed on the land by the Indian Chief, 
Tecumseh, and his brother who was called “the prophet”, and many indicators of religious strife.  
Although we only began to survey the land, the information helped us to carry out a strategy to 
pray over every home in a small village near the church.   
 

Religious strife, racial conflict, and free masonry are pretty typical in American cities.  For 
example, the city of Canton, Ohio, was named after a Chinese province meaning “division.”  
Division is a primary weapon of the enemy because he knows that every city or house divided 
against itself will not stand (Matthew 12:25).  This is why we do not utilize intercessors who are not 

                                                 
24 Dick Eastman, “Praying Through the 10/40 Window”, Charisma (Lake Mary, Fl.:Strang 

Communications, Oct. 1993), 28- 39. 
25 Otis, 46. 
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members of a local church and properly submitted to a pastor.  Typically, African pastors are much 
more skilled and accurate in identifying specific demonic spirits over the respective villages in their 
region.   
 

Peter Wagner has compiled a list of 60 questions from many contributors to assist in 
spiritual intelligence gathering.  This is very helpful for the team because it is comprehensive and 
permits the flexibility of focusing on questions that pertain specifically to each particular target area.  
Wagner divides the research into three parts: (1) Historical research; (2) Physical research; and (3) 
Spiritual research.26   The first part examines the founding of the city, its vision, the meaning of its 
name, its leaders, and how the city has treated the poor and oppressed, including minorities.  In 
addition, there is a surveying of the history of religion, both Christian and unchristian.  The second 
part researches the physical development of the city, i.e., signs, symbols, architecture, land 
owners, highest points, names of visible centers of sin.  The last part examines the names of 
principle deities, territorial spirits, places associated with the occult, the health of local churches, 
and if messengers of God have been received or rejected. 
 

These questions help to identify the redemptive gift of the city, the sins, the strongman, 
and the evil strongholds.  This is very important information and the team should write it up in a 
report so spiritual leaders and intercessors can all examine the report and pray over it.  The 
Spiritual Intelligence Gathering Team must work from the same motivation as every firepower 
team.  The war against evil principalities and power is over souls.  It is vital we understand this!   
 

Whether we are doing research or interceding or both, we need to heed the exhortation of 
Francis Frangipane:  “It is to our shame that the devil desires men’s souls more than does the 
church. Therefore we must realize that revival will not sweep our land until we possess Christ’s 
passion for the lost.  Even in the call to do confrontational spiritual warfare, our authority must 
spring from a love of souls lest it become simply another wind of doctrine, again blowing us off 
course.”27    This intelligence data assists us to receive divine revelation and confirmation of what 
we are dealing with and how to strategically and intelligently make war in the heavenlies. 
 

The Return of the Seventy 

Spiritual Intelligence Gathering had a very important role in what was called the “Return of 
the 70 Week” held at High Mill Church of the Resurrection in Canton, Ohio in June 2003.  The 
church was headquarters for the High Mill Global Church Network.  The strategy for our city and 
region began with a deep cry from our hearts for real restoration and revival that would move us 
beyond religious events to spiritual transformation.  The cry of our hearts was identical in many 
ways with the Macedonian call, asking others to “Come over to Canton and help us.”  Who would 
Jesus send our way to help us experience a citywide breakthrough?  The answer came from the 
Scriptures. 
 

 After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by two before His face 
 into every city and place where He Himself was about to go.  Luke 10:1 
  

First, we had to recognize our need for help.  Then we began asking Jesus to send the 
seventy to our city.  This possibility captured our hearts for months as we invited anointed 
international leaders from at least 25 nations to arrive in our city on June 13, 2003.  In addition, 
God instructed us to mobilize the citywide church.  Although only 10 city churches participated with 
us, there was a significant impact.  A group of spiritual leaders and intercessors called “Stark 

                                                 
26 Wagner, Breaking Strongholds in Your City, 224-230. 
27 Francis Frangipanes, The House of the Lord, (Lake Mary, Fl.:Creation House, 1991), 113. 
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Reality” conducted a thorough research of the cities of Canton, Massillon, and Alliance.  This team 
did a great job!  This spiritual intelligence data was used to unite and target the prayers of the 
prayer force, which consisted of around 30 prominent international leaders and a number of local 
pastors and intercessors.  Interestingly, the total number of the prayer force came to just about 70.  
 

In anticipation of the citywide prayer strategy, Dr. Sampson Dorkunor of Living Bread 
Ministries in Ghana remarked: “I am glad that the Lord will make a way for us to minister together 
for the furtherance of the Kingdom and the early return of King Jesus.  What a joy to do it together 
as the ‘foxes tied together with fire to their tails, destroying the fields of the Philistines.’  As we are 
bonded by the Spirit, we go everywhere destroying the works of the devil and executing apostolic 
authority to   release others who are bound by the chains of the devil.”  The prayer force of 70 
mobilized for prayer at four sites throughout the region.  They gathered and prayed effectively 
because they had reliable and accurate spiritual intelligence.  It is not wise to march forward 
without it. 
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Discussion Questions: 

 

1. Why is it important to gain an understanding of the strategies used by Satan?  How would you 

respond to a person who is concerned that developing an understanding of Satan’s ways would 

take our focus off of Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

2. Define the term “spiritual mapping” and explain the spiritual purpose of gathering “spiritual     

ntelligence” on a specific area.  

 

 

 

 

 

3. Explain why the following statement is true:  “ When dealing with the gathering of spiritual 

intelligence, it is important to keep the research focused to the prescribed area assigned by the 

spiritual leaders.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Describe the 10/40 Window.  How has the identification of this target area been helpful in 

 mobilizing believers for spiritual warfare? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Do you think that every person that contributes to the process of spiritual intelligence gathering 

 will be called to daily intercede for the area being researched?  Explain why or why not. 
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And he said to the people, "Proceed, and march around the city, and let him who is armed advance before the 

ark of the LORD."  Joshua 6:7 

 

Entering into Battle 

Every combat veteran has to overcome the initial apprehension of that first battle.  My 
attitude was fatalistic because I didn’t believe I would return from the war.  This may have 
prevented me from being paralyzed by the fear of being seriously maimed or killed, but I figured if 
my number was up, then there was nothing I could do about it.  I half expected it to happen.  I 
thank God it didn’t.  Instead, in my first battle, a piece of my gear caught on the helicopter hovering 
about six feet over the rice paddy and I tumbled head first into the water.  It sure wasn’t a “John 
Wayne” type of entry, but no sniper could hit me either! 
 

A fatalistic attitude like the one above is not the way to enter warfare of any kind.  Spiritual 
warriors need to understand some things if they are going to enter the battle with Godly attitudes.  
Many have forgotten that there is a war going on in the heavenlies for their homes, cities and 
nations.  They need what Marines call an “attitude adjustment.”   
 

There are at least four things the saints need to understand to be effective in spiritual 
combat.  First, we must recognize that we have everything we need to exercise the Lord’s authority 
over the enemy.  Second, we are motivated by the fact that our efforts will result in bringing many 
more people to Christ.  Third, the victory is assured because our weapons are mighty in God and 
guaranteed, when properly deployed, to demolish evil strongholds .  Fourth, we are in a war 
against territorial spirits and will fight to the end.  These characteristics of a Christian warrior can be 
summarized as follows: 
 

 Complete confidence and dependence upon God 

 Christ’s passion for souls 

 Certainty of victory due to familiarity and superiority of weaponry 

 Endurance and perseverance in every battle whatever the cost 
 

Although the whole church is in a spiritual war against ruling principalities and powers, not 
everyone is called to be on the front lines.  The Forced March Team is involved in a very 
aggressive and dangerous work.  This is the assault team and there are Biblical instructions 
governing such warfare.  Chapter 20 of the book of Deuteronomy gives instructions for going to 
war.  Officers were instructed to send home those who were fainthearted.   
 

The officers shall speak further to the people, and say, "What man is there who is fearful and 
fainthearted? Let him go and return to his house, lest the heart of his brethren faint like his heart.' 
Deuteronomy 20:8 

 

This has repeatedly happened in church after church where the people listen to the fearful and 
fainthearted instead of those with the spirit of Joshua and Caleb!  
 

Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, "Let us go up at once and take possession, 
for we are well able to overcome it." But the men who had gone up with him said, "We are not able to 
go up against the people, for they are stronger than we." And they gave the children of Israel a bad 
report of the land which they had spied out, saying, "The land through which we have gone as spies 
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is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature. 
There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were like 
grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight."  Numbers 13:30-33 

 

The church cannot take cities for God with the fainthearted because when it’s time to enter 
the battle they will say, “We can’t!”  Yet those with the attitude of Joshua and Caleb will say, “We 
can!”  This is why Joshua was called to lead God’s people across the Jordan to possess the land 
and Caleb took the most difficult city for God when he was 85 years of age.  He had the same 
Spirit that the Christian warrior needs today entering into battle.   
 

And now, behold, the LORD has kept me alive, as He said, these forty-five years, ever since the LORD 
spoke this word to Moses while Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now, here I am this day, 
eighty-five years old. As yet I am as strong this day as on the day that Moses sent me; just as my 
strength was then, so now is my strength for war, both for going out and for coming in. Now 
therefore, give me this mountain of which the  LORD spoke in that day; for you heard in that day how 
the Anakim were there, and that the cities were great and fortified. It may be that the LORD will be 
with me, and I shall be able to drive them out as the LORD said."   Joshua 14:10-12 

 

Another example of the instructions governing warfare is when God reduced the size of 
Gideon’s army.  Members of the Forced March Team must be ready to act and also ready to give 
God all the glory for every victory.  This was God’s main concern with the size of Gideon’s army  
 

And the LORD said to Gideon, "The people who are with you are too many for Me to give the 
Midianites into their hands, lest Israel claim glory for itself against Me, saying, "My own hand has 
saved me.' Judges 7:2 

 

Those who seek attention or the sensational will at some point claim some glory for themselves.  
Here is how God reduced the size of Gideon’s army from 32,000 to 300: 
 

 22,000  who trembled with fear returned (Judges 7:3) 

 9,700  who kneeled to drink water returned (Judges 7:4-8) 

 who lapped water as a dog with their hands to their mouth went into war (Judges 7:6-7) 
 

I once thought that the reason the 300 were chosen was because they prostrated themselves on 
the ground, symbolic of a deeper commitment and devotion to God.  The implication of drinking 
water with their hands to their mouth, however, is that  they did not kneel but stayed on their feet.  
God’s test was to discover who was more alert.  The Forced March Team must be alert to fight and 
equally alert to give glory to God.   
 

In Vietnam, Marine fire team leaders, of which I was one, and squad leaders alike would 
say that anyone who falls asleep on watch would be shot!   Needless to say, I never fell asleep on 
watch.  Spiritual warriors who are not alert may become casualties of war or, worse yet, cause 
others to fall at the hands of the enemy.  This is why the Bible exhorts us on this very point.   
 

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom 
he may devour. 1 Peter 5:8 

 

This serves to remind us that it is not the size of the army that counts with God, but who they are. 
 

Treading on the Enemy 

A forced march is a forceful advance upon a city to tread or trample on the enemy, tear 
down evil strongholds and high places, reverse any curses placed upon the land, and deliver God’s 
decree to the ruling principalities and powers.  The Forced March Team makes a strategic assault 
on targets confirmed through intercessory prayer and spiritual intelligence gathering.  They do not 
come against flesh and blood or personal property, but concentrate their warfare against the 
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spiritual forces of evil.  It is like John Dawson says:  “In a time of war, battles are won by the 
strategic concentration of force.”28   The forced march is a march into battle with a confirmed battle 
plan from God.   
 

The Bible has much to say about treading or trampling over the enemy.   
 

 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses. Joshua 1:3   
 

 You shall tread upon the lion and the cobra, The young lion and the serpent you shall trample 
underfoot.  Psalm 91:13  

 

 Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the 

enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.  Luke 10:19 
 

What does it mean?  The Hebrew word darach refers to a more forceful activity than mere walking.  
“Marching, treading, and trampling” best describes the true meaning.  The clear implication is the     
defeat of the enemy and taking possession of the territory for God.  The assault involves a forceful   
advance rather than being limited to praying from a distance or confined behind church walls.  We 
must go forth with the understanding that the church commanded by our Lord Jesus Christ is 
without walls.  This frontline warfare clears the way for more effective evangelism. 
  

Prayerwalking 

Any advance upon a city is going to involve praying.  This is where prayer warriors and 
intercessors pray at the site where they expect their prayers to be answered.  Steve Hawthorne 
and Graham Kendrick, who have written the definitive book on the subject, define prayerwalking as 
“praying on-site with insight.”29   This simple definition confirms the strategic importance of 
Intercessory Prayer; Spiritual Intelligence Gathering; and now the Forced March.  Making war in 
the heavenlies is a praying experience that requires the backup of the intercessors as well as the 
strategic information gathered by the research team regarding the targeted city, village or region.  
Prayerwalking is one of the best ways of implementing Joshua 1:3, quoted earlier.  
 

God is calling Christian warriors to pray in their community as well as for it.  There is an 
ongoing battle with the forces of evil over territorial supremacy.  This is why Peter Wagner 
suggests making  neighborhoods a primary focus for prayerwalking.  He says, “Those who actually 
reside in an area   presumably can exercise a greater spiritual authority than can outsiders.”30    At 
any rate, this type of forceful advance is a necessity.  Whether it involves home groups 
prayerwalking through their respective block or neighborhood; teams ascending the highest places 
of the city to publish a decree against the rulers of darkness; a march to the center of the city or 
around its perimeter; or a systematic praying over every household, prayerwalking is an important 
means of possessing the gates of the city. 
 

Prayerwalking is much like what God told Abraham to do.   
 
  Arise, walk in the land through its length and its width, for I give it to you."  Genesis 13:17 
 

Every place he walked, he walked in the light of this promise.  It is important that we walk speaking 
forth God’s vision, plan, and purpose for the city, town, or neighborhood we are fighting for.  It’s a 
good practice to pray the Scriptures that confirm God’s vision for the city.  In doing so, we need to    

                                                 
28 Dawson, Taking Our Cities for God, 136. 
29 Steve Hawthorne and Graham Kendrick, Prayerwalking (Orlando, FL: Creation House, 1993), 12. 
30 Wagner, Churches That Pray (Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1993), 175 
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always be ready to war against evil.  Some saints have been led to go to the highest point of their 
city with a proclamation to the spirits of darkness.  The purpose is to enforce the sentence written 
against them. 
 

Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, And a two-edged sword in their hand, To execute 
vengeance on the nations, And punishments on the peoples; To bind their kings with chains, And 
their nobles with fetters of iron; To execute on them the written judgment-- This honor have all His 
saints. Praise the LORD! Psalm 149:6-9 

 

This begins a strategic penetration of the evil strongholds and pulls down the high places.  As       
Abraham rejoiced to see Jesus’ day (John 8:6), the saints who forcefully advance must also rejoice 
that their strategic assault will welcome Jesus into many homes.   
 

After these things, the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by two before His face 
into every city and place where He Himself was about to go.  Luke 10:1   

 

Today God is sending the church to cities to prepare for a divine visitation that will lead to 
many conversions.  The Forced March Team needs to advance upon the city according to the 
Lord’s revelation.  They need to speak God’s vision over the city and aggressively engage the evil 
powers.  They need to prayerwalk the city in the way God instructs them to, knowing that they are 
preparing many households in the city to receive Jesus.  At  Firepower Conferences we send them 
out in groups of seven or more to strategic sites throughout the city.  Each of these firepower 
teams are under the direction of a  firepower team leader.  They are given specific assignments 
and receive special  revelation from God while on site.  We also like to synchronize the publishing 
of a written decree at 3:00 PM to coincide with the precise time that Jesus spoke from the cross, “It 
is finished!”  This strategy was done in our city in October 1998 and with an international prayer 
force from 15 nations in June 2003.  A citywide prayerwalk covering every street was held in May 
of the same year.  The entire operation involved some 1,700 miles of prayerwalking.   
 

Praise Warfare 

An effective assault upon a city or village will also involve what is known as “Praise 
Warfare.”  We need to understand that our God is an all-powerful warrior!   
 

The LORD shall go forth like a mighty man; He shall stir up His zeal like a man of war. He shall cry 
out, yes,  shout aloud; He shall prevail against His enemies. Isaiah 42:13  

 

The Hebrew word gibbor refers to a powerful or valiant warrior or champion who strips all rights 
and privileges from the enemy.  This is speaking of our God as a Mighty Warrior.  It’s interesting 
that He goes forth on our behalf in response to our praise.   
 

Sing to the LORD a new song, And His praise from the ends of the earth, You who go down to the 
sea, and all that is in it, You coastlands and you inhabitants of them! Let the wilderness and its cities 
lift up their voice, The villages that Kedar inhabits. Let the inhabitants of Sela sing,  Let them shout 
from the top of the mountains. Let them give glory to the LORD, And declare His praise in the 
coastlands.  Isaiah 42:10-12 

 

This is what praise warfare is all about.  Moses, Miriam, and the Israelites declared this in song as 
they praised the Lord for His victory at the other side of the Red Sea. 
 

Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to the LORD, and spoke, saying: "I will sing to 
the LORD, For He has triumphed gloriously! The horse and its rider He has thrown into the sea! The 
LORD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation; He is my God, and I will praise 
Him; My father's God, and I will exalt Him. The LORD is a man of war; The LORD is His name.   
Exodus 15:1-3 

 

The above means of driving the devil back has been ordained by God.  
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Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have ordained strength, Because of Your 
enemies, That You may silence the enemy and the avenger.  Psalm 8:2 

 

This is why the restoration of Davidic praise and worship is so important in the restoring of 
the tabernacle of David (Acts 15:16-17).  Robert Gay, a songwriter for Hosanna Integrity Music and 
teacher on effective spiritual warfare through praise, has a powerful paraphrase of God’s further 
punishment upon Satan in Ezekiel 28:13-18.  He says:  I will take the ministry of praise and 
worship that you forsook and give it to a group of people on the earth that shall be known as the 
church.  Every time they enter into his ministry of worship, the ministry that you forsook, they will 
silence and paralyze you.  They will take up this ministry of praise and worship and with it bind you, 
break you, bruise you and ultimately destroy your kingdom!31    He goes on to encourage the church 
to arise and praise God with all of its might.  The weapon of praise then is unleashed upon the 
forces of darkness.  The warfare songs we sing in praise to God are stirred up against our enemies 
when we shout His praise.  This puts the devil  on the run! 
 

There are some excellent Biblical examples of praise warfare.  One was when a great 
multitude came against Jehoshaphat.  The king first resolved to seek the Lord and proclaim a fast 
for all Judah (2 Chronicles 20:3).  Jahaziel, a praise team member, prophesied that the battle 
belongs to the Lord (2 Chronicles 20:15-17).  The next morning Jehoshaphat and the people 
decided to send the singers and praisers before the army (2 Chronicles 20:20-21).  They marched 
out against the enemy and the power of God confused and defeated the enemy (2 Chronicles 
20:22-25).  Another example was when Paul and Silas were imprisoned at Philippi.  They prayed 
and sang at midnight with the guards and other prisoners listening (Acts 16:25).  The foundations 
of the prison were shaken and the doors were opened as everyone’s chains were loosed (Acts 
16:26).  This resulted in an entire household being saved (Acts 16:30-32).  No wonder Jesus refers 
to Psalms 8:2 when the chief priests and scribes desired to stop the children from crying out in 
praise in the temple. 
 

But when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the children crying 
out in the temple and saying, "Hosanna to the Son of David!" they were indignant and said to Him, 
"Do You hear what these are saying?" And Jesus said to them, "Yes. Have you never read, "Out of 
the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have perfected praise'?  Matthew 21:15-16 

 

The Lord also speaks directly regarding praise warfare when He reveals the punishment of 
Assyria.  
  

  And in every place where the staff of punishment passes, Which the LORD lays on him, It will be with 
 tambourines and harps; And in battles of brandishing He will fight with it.  Isaiah 30:32 
  

God fights for us when we praise Him.  The Forced March Team needs the praisers to go before 
them into battle to prepare a habitation for the Mighty Warrior, the Lord of hosts.  We insist upon 
having at least an hour for prayer and praise warfare with the corporate army prior to the forced 
march.   
 

There are at least seven weapons of praise mentioned in the Bible: 
  

1. Walking and Marching – This type of marching produces deliverance today just as it did for the Israelites.  
(Genesis 13:17; Joshua 6:3,7; Psalm 48:12) 

2. Dancing and Treading – Dancing and treading is much like marching only more aggressive.  Marching sets 
boundaries in prayer; dancing and treading tramples Satan under the feet, actually stopping the power of the 
enemy. (Psalm 149:3,5-9; Psalm 91:13; Luke 10:19; Romans 16:20) 

3. Singing - (Isaiah 30:29-32; Psalm 32:7; Acts 16:25-26) 

                                                 
31 Robert Gay, Silencing the Enemy (Lake Mary, FL: Creation House, 1993), 20. 
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4. Clapping – Clapping is a means of breaking yokes and means to clang, smite, or strike with the intention of 
stopping Satan’s devices in the situation about which you are warring. (Psalm 47:1-3) 

5. Shouting - (Joshua 6:16; Isaiah 42:10-113; Jeremiah 50:15: II Chronicles 13:15) 
6. Laughter – Holy laughter brings personal protection and emotional health as a safeguard against heaviness 

in intercession and direct warfare against Satan and his forces because holy laughter mocks the enemy. 
(Proverbs 15:13; Psalm 37:12-13) 

7. Joy – Joy breaks heaviness and releases oppression bringing strength to the soul.  Guwl means “to spin 
around under the influence of a very violent emotion, to jump for joy or exult.” (Psalm 149:2; Zephaniah 3:17; 
Luke 10:21) 

 

It is alarming to find believers still resistant to practicing praise warfare, but there is an 
army of radically saved youth that are ready for the forced march.  It is normal for them to dance 
and shout praises to God.  They go to the enemy camp and take back what the devil stole because 
he is under their feet.     
 

Without praise warfare, the forced march is reduced to a walk in the park.  With it, the 
Champion, the Lord of the Army, leads us into the battle and fights on our behalf to release lost 
souls from captivity.  This was the case in 2000 when we joined Bishop Santhosh Desabattula to 
carry out a village strategy in the remote region outside of Rajhmundry, India.  Our objective was to 
take seven villages for Jesus and equip them to reach 70 more villages.  A prayer and praise 
march including house-to-house tract distribution through each village was conducted at dusk 
when the people returned from the fields. The Bible trumpet (shofar) was blown over each village.  
This culminated with an evangelistic crusade in the evening. The goal was to help plant a church of 
at least 30 believers in each village and to trigger multiplication in the region. The strategy worked 
miraculously.  In the first three villages alone, there were at least 164 salvations (Chilakampadu – 
44, Kothapalli – 55, Pippara – 65).  This was a tremendous example of what happens when praise 
warfare goes before the army.  The corporate Army of God must never forget that Jesus is sending 
us to them for a divine purpose.   
 

…to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to 
God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by 
faith in Me.' Acts 26:18 
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Discussion Questions:  
 

1. List the 4 characteristics of a Christian warrior as described on page 51.  Spend time in prayer 

 asking God to develop these characteristics in your own life. 

 

  1. 

 

 

 

  2. 

 

 

 

  3. 

 

 

 

  4. 

 

 

 

 

2. Discuss the nature of a “forced march team” and what purpose they are to serve.  Is everyone 

 called to be a part of such a team? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Consider the character of Joshua and Caleb.  Record your observations regarding their ability 

 to be successful in warfare. 
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4. Consider God’s selection of Gideon and his army (Judges 7).  Record your observations  

 regarding God’s selection process and the army’s resulting success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Give a practical example of how we can “tread or trample on the enemy.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Give a few examples of how prayerwalking can be utilized in establishing God’s supremacy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. In your own words, describe the value of “praise warfare.”  Do you feel free to utilize this  weapon 

of warfare?  Why or why not?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. What one truth was most helpful for you from this chapter? 
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And it will be, when you have taken the city, that you shall set the city on fire. According to the commandment 
of the LORD you shall do. See, I have commanded you."   Joshua 8:8 

 

Religion is dead 

Spiritual warfare, warfare prayer, praise warfare, prayerwalking, and spiritual intelligence 
gathering all put the devil on the run.  But nothing bruises him as much as turning around and 
seeing the city he was forced to vacate set on fire with the Holy Spirit of God.  This stirs up the 
religious spirits because they can’t stand a real revival.  They couldn’t stand it when Jesus walked 
the earth and they can’t stand it now!  Once God’s Army has driven out evil principalities and 
powers, pulled down his strongholds and high places, and reversed the curses off the land, then 
it’s time to fill the city with the gospel of Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit.  The 
evangelization of the city must be accomplished quickly to fill the spiritual vacuum or the devil will 
return with stronger forces and reoccupy the city as we discussed before (Luke 11:24-26). 
 

One of the primary ways evil forces try to get back into a city is through “religion.”  Jesus 
Christ is antireligious!  The church without walls is antireligious!  It is astonishing that there are 
those who believe they are saved and say they are going to heaven because they are a good 
person and try to keep the ten commandments.  Didn’t Jesus redeem us from this curse? 
(Galatians 3:13,22-29).  Others say they attend a particular church, but cannot recall the name of 
the church or its pastor.  Still others pray the sinner’s prayer, say they will be in church on Sunday, 
but rarely do they show.   
 

Roughly two-thirds of Americans are unchurched today.  This is the fruit of religion.  Satan 
loves religion and hates revival.  Religion and revival do not mix.  If the saints want to keep 
possession of the gates of the city, then they are going to have to say “No” to manmade religion 
and “Yes” to the saving faith in the person of Jesus Christ.  The fame of Jesus alone must be 
spread through every quarter of the city.  To do this most effectively for God’s glory, believers need 
to agree at the outset that religion is dead!  The stakes are very high at this point. The saints have 
fought hard for the city!  The people are ready to welcome Jesus, but they have been conditioned 
by religious spirits that He no longer cares for them.  The saints must show everyone that Jesus is 
alive!  They must hear that He loves them.  They don’t need religion!  They need the guilt free 
zone!  We must compel them to come to Christ!   
 

Then the master said to the servant, "Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to 
come in, that my house may be filled.  Luke 14:23 

 

The following anonymous poem clearly expresses the nature of religion on the one hand 
and the truth of Christ on the other.  Our passion is to permeate the city with the Truth! 
 

 
 
 

 

CHAPTER 7 

SPIRITUAL FIRE  
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RELIGION IS DEAD. CHRIST IS ALIVE! 
 

Religion is Dead.  Christ is alive! 
Religion is boring.  Christ is exciting. 
Religion says,  “Clean up your act.” 

Christ says,  “Come as you are!” 
Religion is rituals & traditions. 

Christ is the Holy Spirit’s anointing & leading. 
Religion says,  “The gifts of the Holy Spirit died with the early church.” 

Christ says,  “The gifts of the Spirit are in operation in My church.” 
Religion says, “Be quiet & somber.” 
Christ says, “Stand and praise Me!” 

Religion is remaining the same. 
Christ is becoming a new creation! 

Religion is dull, lifeless, and manmade. 
Christ is exciting, life-changing, and God-given. 

 

The Spoils of War 

We have been declaring throughout this unit of study that the motivation for doing any 
aspect of spiritual warfare is a Christ-like passion for souls.  They are the real spoils of war.  There 
is little purpose in seizing a city for God unless we intend to evangelize it!  John Dawson states, 
“There is one basic strategy of spiritual warfare that under girds all other strategies: Do the next 
thing that God tells you to do.”

32    This is what Joshua did.    
 

Then the LORD said to Joshua, "Stretch out the spear that is in your hand toward Ai, for I will give it 
into your hand." And Joshua stretched out the spear that was in his hand toward the city. So those in 
ambush arose quickly out of their place; they ran as soon as he had stretched out his hand, and they 
entered the city and took it, and hurried to set the city on fire.  Joshua 8:18-19 

 

The Lord is also calling His people today to stretch forth the sword of the Spirit toward 
cities and nations and take them for God.  The next thing He tells us to do is to hurry and set the 
city on fire.  This should be the most joyful part of city-taking, but for many believers it has become 
something they dread.  Many seem fearful and almost ashamed of aggressively spreading the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.  At the time of the greatest harvest in the history of mankind—a harvest that 
will cause a global shock wave—Christians need to boldly declare the love of Christ.   
 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who 
believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.  Romans 1:16 

 

We need to strategically bring in the greater harvest.  Intercessors have travailed over the 
people of the city.  Now it is time to joyfully reap!  
 

Those who sow in tears Shall reap in joy. He who continually goes forth weeping, Bearing seed for 
sowing, Shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, Bringing his sheaves with him.  Psalm 126:5-6 

 

David Shibley, founder and president of Global Advance, tells about churches who are beginning to 
pray in the harvest by binding demon spirits hindering the harvest; loosening the Holy Spirit to draw 
the lost to Christ; and praying for laborers and angels to be dispatched to assist in the harvest..

33    

They even command evil spirits from the north, south, east, and west to release the harvest that 
belongs to God.  

                                                 
32 Dawson, Taking Our Cities for God 181 
33 David Shibley, A Force in the Earth (Lake Mary, Fl.:Creation House, 1989), 75-77. 
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Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your descendants from the east, And gather you from the 
west; I will say to the north, "Give them up!' And to the south, "Do not keep them back!' Bring My 
sons from afar, And My daughters from the ends of the earth-- Everyone who is called by My name, 
Whom I have created for My glory; I have formed him, yes, I have made him."   Isaiah 43:5-7  

 

These souls are the spoils of war.  They belong to God!  He is the “Lord of the Harvest.”   
 

Power Evangelism 

The saints must be highly committed and motivated for personal evangelism or the sharing 
of Jesus at every opportunity in order to harvest a city.  The devil would have us believe that there 
will be great resistance to our proclamation of the gospel, but the Lord of the Harvest sends in His 
laborers with power and authority.   
 

Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all demons, 
and to cure diseases. He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.  Luke 9:1-2   

 

Jesus sent the seventy with His same power.    
 

 And heal the sick there, and say to them, "The kingdom of God has come near to you.'  Luke 10:9 
 

We should be quite confident in sharing Jesus throughout the city because He promises to work 
with us in the most amazing way.   
 

And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word 
through the accompanying signs. Amen.  Mark 16:20 

 

Jesus intended His followers to minister and evangelize households and cities in the same 
manner He did.  This is called power evangelism.  According to the late John Wimber, founder and 
president of the Vineyard Christian Fellowship, power evangelism refers to the combination of the 
proclamation of the gospel with the demonstration of the power of God to cast out demons, heal 
the sick, and raise the dead, resulting in large crowds and many followers.34    Resistance to the 
gospel is actually overcome by the demonstration of God’s power.  Wimber lists 14 occurrences in 
the book of Acts where “both apostles and non-apostles preached, performed works of power, and 
saw significant church growth.”35 

 

Regardless of the particular method of evangelism utilized to harvest the city, God has 
ordained power evangelism to confirm the word that is preached.  The early church prayed that 
God would give them boldness to speak the word. 
 

Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak 
Your word, by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through 
the name of Your holy Servant Jesus."  Acts 4:29-30 

 

The Lord answered their prayer because Phillip went to the city of Samaria and preached Christ.   
 

And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the 
miracles which he did. For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were 
possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed. And there was great joy in that city.  
Acts 8:6-8 

 

There was also great joy in the cities of Lydda and Sharon when Aeneas, who had been paralyzed 
for eight years, was healed.  Everyone who saw him turned to the Lord (Acts 9:32-35).  These 
miracles are the most effective tools for the evangelization of the city.  A strategic mission in 2002 

                                                 
34 John Wimber and Kevin Springer, Power Evangelism (San Francisco, CA: Harper, 1985), 86 
35 Ibid., 89, 257 
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with Olga Pyrozhenko, senior pastor of the 1,000 member Grace and Love of Christ Church in 
Kiev, proved that this is also true for the 21st century.  After an All-Ukrainian Prophetic Conference 
in Kiev, the multicultural apostolic team, including Wilberforce Musoni of Rwanda, conducted 
ministry operations in eight cities in the northern and southern regions of the nation.  We all agreed 
that the team ministry resulted in a much higher level of healing ministry.   This, in return, led to 
over 200 salvations.  Pastor Olga accurately described what occurred.   
 

 Again and again during the services we could hear exclamations of people who were healed 
 through God’s touch: I have a new leg… I have a new back… oh, it’s not my arm, I was not 
 able to lift it up… I can hear! Look, I am hearing, I can walk. More than once the hall was  
 exploding with exclamations of joy and applauds to His power and anointing, many times you 
 could see the tears of joy of healed people.  
 

Healing ministry is very prominent in God’s plan for the end time harvest. It’s God’s will for the 
Church to spread the gospel throughout the city in power evangelism.  Multitudes will turn to the 
Lord and their faith will stand in the power of God.  
 

And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in 
demonstration of  the Spirit and of power, 5that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in 
the power of God.  1 Corinthians 2:4-5 

 

There will be great joy in yet another city! 
 

Personal Evangelism 

There may exist a hundred strategies to do evangelism, but whatever believers do should 
be personal and intentional because we desire to walk as Jesus walked on the earth.  So many 
would come to church if someone would just ask them.  John’s Gospel records that Andrew first 
found his brother, Simon, and brought him to Jesus.   
 

One of the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first 
found his own brother Simon, and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which is translated, the 
Christ). And he brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at him, He said, "You are Simon the 
son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas" (which is translated, A Stone).  John 1:40-42 

 

The next day Phillip found Nathaniel and brought him to Jesus. 
 

Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the 
prophets, wrote--Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." John 1:45  

 

There is a pattern here of personal evangelism.  Estimates vary, but well over 80% come 
to Jesus through a friend or relative.  The place of personal evangelism conveys the strong 
conviction that every believer is called to actively witness for Christ.  Some even hit the streets to 
find the unsaved and unchurched in order to urge them to come in (Luke 14:21-23).  Others set up 
shop on a busy corner at the heart of the city to preach, do drama, mimes, and pass out salvation 
tracts.  Often God uses these witnesses to boldly penetrate the inner city.  Most, however, 
encounter divine appointments as part of their daily routine.  Although the effectiveness of door to 
door and telemarketing strategies for evangelism have declined rapidly in the United States, they 
are still effective in many of the nations.  The internet is also a most promising tool for personal 
evangelism.  Ordinary web sites have the capability of quickly becoming avenues for reaching 
others for Christ.  Web ministry seems to be the choice of the next generation.  They are rapidly 
turning to websites to spread the Gospel.  A concert of ways should be going on at the same time 
in the city.  This is the day and the hour of the end time harvest. 
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House to House Evangelism 
The Greek word oikos simply refers to “a house or household.”  Although Jesus taught and 

ministered in synagogues and the Temple in Jerusalem, He frequently ministered from house to 
house (Mark 2:1; 14:17; 9:33; 10:10; Matthew 13:36).  Jesus also sent the twelve and the seventy 
to houses.   
 

 "Whatever house you enter, stay there, and from there depart.  Luke 9:4 
 

 So they departed and went through the towns, preaching the gospel and healing everywhere.       
Luke 9:6 

 

 But whatever house you enter, first say, "Peace to this house.'  Luke 10:5  
 

This house to house pattern is a highly visible strategy for evangelizing cities.  The strategy was 
also very evident in the early church.  The Bible records that the first 3,000 converts continued 
together in one accord and they broke bread in their homes.  Most importantly, people continued to 
be saved on a daily basis. 
 

So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate 
their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. 
And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.  Acts 2:46-47  

 

This common evangelistic pattern continued to flow in the home of Simon, a tanner.  This 
is where Peter stayed for a number of days in Joppa after raising Dorcas from the dead (Acts 9:36-
43).  While there, Peter saw a vision.  A man named Cornelius was told to send men to get Peter.  
While they were going to Joppa to get him, Cornelius invited his close relatives and friends into his 
home. 
 

Then he invited them in and lodged them.  On the next day Peter went away with them, and some 
brethren from Joppa accompanied him. And the following day they entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius 
was waiting for them, and had called together his relatives and close friends.  Acts 10:23-24 

 

When Peter arrived, the Holy Spirit fell upon these Gentiles, showing Peter that God had also 
granted them life (Acts 10:44-48; 11:18).  The house to house evangelism was significant here 
because it opened the way for the evangelization of the entire Gentile population.  
 

Paul gives even more credibility to this mode of evangelism in his exhortation to the 
Ephesians elders.  
 

…how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and 

from house to house, testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  Acts 20:20-21 

 

John Wimber is right in saying, “Many times we are too focused on individuals, forgetting that when 
one member of a family or social grouping is affected, it can result in a whole family or town being 
won.”

36   The early believers won entire households to the Lord through power evangelism and 
house to house evangelism.  There is a strong momentum to reach the smaller villages for Jesus.  
I believe it is the will of the Lord that we present the gospel to every home.   
 

Public Evangelism  

Another means of setting a city on fire is through public evangelism.  This refers to 
strategically locating the primary public centers where large numbers of people normally gather 
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and conduct evangelistic rallies and revival services.  Paul frequently ministered in the synagogues 
of cities, as well as public places like the Areopagus in Athens  
 

Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, "Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things 
you are very religious; for as I was passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I 
even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you 
worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you:  Acts 17:22-23  

 

This type of evangelism has been utilized very effectively in the former Soviet Union and 
throughout Africa, Asia, and Latin America.  It has led to multitudes following Jesus Christ from 
every quarter.  Although many international partners are reporting that the large mass crusades are 
no longer effective, we must share Christ publicly in the marketplace if we are going to set the city 
on fire.  
 

Whatever mode or combination of evangelism strategies God reveals for a particular city, it 
is important that those discussed here be a part of the strategy.  This is because of the clarity of 
the New Testament pattern.  The spiritual leaders and believers of the early church unquestionably 
evangelized city after city with power evangelism, personal evangelism, house to house 
evangelism, and public evangelism.  Let us go everywhere in the city preaching the gospel of 
Jesus Christ!  Let us also mention here that it is wrong to set the city on fire and not disciple new 
converts.  They must be effectively discipled after coming to Christ.  Nothing damages the 
Christian message more and hinders the church’s growth like the hypocrisy of a bunch of 
undiscipled converts that do not follow Christ in their lifestyles.  We win them to keep them! 
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Discussion Questions: 

 

1. “Religion is one of the main ways that evil forces will try to get back into a city.”  Why do you think 

 that this is so?  

 

 

2. Why do you believe that some Christians are fearful and almost ashamed of aggressively 

 spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ?  How can this be changed? 

 

 

 

 

3. Define “power evangelism.”  Why is this type of evangelism so effective in bringing people to 

 Jesus Christ? 

 

 

 

 

4. Whatever strategy that is used for evangelism, believers should be p_________________ 

and _i___________________________ in these efforts.  How do you apply this statement to your 

own life? 

 

 

5. Describe the pattern of “house to house evangelism.” 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What methods of evangelism are you finding to be effective in your region and in your city?  

 If you are not sure of what is currently effective, pray for God to reveal to the Church His 

 effective strategies for your region and your city. 
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And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall 
not prevail against it.  Matthew 16:18 

 

Making and Building the Covenant 

The city has been set on fire with the Holy Spirit by evangelizing the entire city.  The 
greater harvest has been released and the saints are rejoicing with all the angels in heaven.  
Multitudes have been born again and both water and Spirit baptized.  The Kingdom of God has 
come near.  Jesus has visited the people bringing healing, salvation, and power.  We are in revival 
and it’s impacting the entire city.  Now, the people are called to continue together to be the body of 
Christ. 
 

 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.  1 Corinthians 12:27 
 

What does this have to do with spiritual warfare?  Whether it involves spiritual warfare for 
our homes or our cites, we will not be successful unless we remain healthy and spiritually alive in 
Christ.  This means that we must grow and mature in Him so we can be examples for others to 
follow.  Jesus said, I will build My church… (Matthew 16:18).  City-taking is incomplete without the 
planting of new churches.  This is something the Lord is doing around the world.  In fact, 500 
churches are being started each day! It’s a great joy to be used by God to strategically plant 
churches in cities and nations around the world through 5-Fold Global Ministries.  Our international 
partners are the real experts in church planting.  Olga Pyrozhenko has planted 17 churches in 
Ukraine and has plans for ten more.  Vachagan Davtyan of Armenia is adding disciples and 
churches along the borders of Georgia and Azerbaijan.  Gerald Ole-Nguyaine of Tanzania is 
planting two healthy Spirit Filled churches each year in the remote regions along the Tanzania and 
Mozambique border,   Kanito Tomas of Uganda is beginning to plant churches in South Sudan.  
Raphael Ongango, also of Uganda, is planting churches. Peter Nyongesa of Kenya is planting 
churches in the remote area of Mt. Elgon.  Peter Murunga is planting the first churches in the 
Turkana region near the Sudanese border.  Francis Macharia is responsible for planting hundreds 
of new churches in Kenya and Tanzania.  Samuel Isong, Sampson Dorkunor, and George Ogele 
are deeply involved in church planting in Nigeria, Ghana, and Benin, as is Lesly Bertrand in Haiti.  
Santhosh Desabattula is planting churches throughout the cities and villages of India.  Chungthang 
Thiek is planting a new missions church on the China frontier in the remote region of Twang, 
Northeast India.  Thousands of new and living churches will be planted before the end of the 
decade through men and women like those mentioned above.  This move of God in church 
planting is in direct fulfillment of Jesus’ word, I will build my church.    
 

The saints need to participate in what God is doing.  The final phase of taking cities for 
God requires making and building a covenant with the Lord.  This is just what the people of God 
did in Joshua 23 and 24.  The Lord had given them the land (Joshua 1:3).  Now, He required them 
to establish a renewed covenant with Him.  Church planting demands a covenant relationship with 
the Lord Jesus Christ because He is the builder of His church.  Joshua exhorted the people to fear 
the Lord and serve him with all  faithfulness.   
 

 

CHAPTER 8 

CHURCH PLANTING 
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"Now therefore, fear the LORD, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the gods which your 
fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the LORD!  Joshua 24:14 

 

In other words, Joshua was telling them to devote themselves to walking in the covenant because 
there were still more cities remaining to take for God.  
  

And the LORD your God will expel them from before you and drive them out of your sight. So you 
shall possess their land, as the LORD your God promised you.  Joshua 23:5 

 

Within the Veil 

Many churches are started with ideas of grandeur, but with a very limited concept for 
ministering within the veil or on the other side of the curtain.  The church needs to become the 
house of the Lord in order for the fullness of Jesus to be prevalent.   
 

And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, which is 
His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.  Ephesians 1:22-23 

 

I agree with Frances Frangipane who says, “Without the abiding fullness of Christ in the church we 
will have no more impact in the world than a political party, whose strength rests in numbers and 
not in God.”37   This means we need to be conformed to His image.  We must yield to Him in the 
building of His church because the fullness of His presence has been opened to us by the blood of 
Christ. 
 

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living 
way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a High Priest over 
the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the 
confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. And let us consider one 
another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 
as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day 
approaching.  Hebrews 10:19-25 

 

The enemy will still attempt to put the curtain or veil of obscurity between people and the 
living God.  He doesn’t want the saints to behold the fullness of Christ’s glory.  This is why 
believers need to be spiritually healthy and alert.  This is why church planters need to be alert to 
five commanders of darkness:  the spirit of Babylon (Revelation 17:1-6); the spirit of Jezebel 
(Revelation 2:20); the spirit of antichrist (I John 2:18-19; 4:3); the spirit of the world (1 Corinthians 
2:12); and the ruler of the kingdom of the air (Ephesians 2:2).  We discuss each of these dark 
princes in Appendix 2.  These spirits will immediately attempt to infiltrate the church.  Their goal is 
to oppose Christ’s strategy in building His church, to control spiritual leaders, and to influence the 
people toward worshipping religion and playing the harlot with God.  The saints need to overcome 
them before the new church is planted.  The best way to do this is to pursue the fullness of Christ 
in everything and to minister with confidence within the veil.  The curtain has been opened.   
 

The Vision of Multiplication 

The Vietnam War was a failure because there was no occupation plan.  Territory changed 
hands back and forth on a regular basis, even daily, leaving soldiers and a nation confused and 
bewildered.  At this juncture, the victorious saints of God need to be reminded of the absolute 
importance of occupying the city or region newly taken for God.  If Satan can somehow keep 
churches from being established and those already established from growing, then he is likely to 
gain an even stronger foothold upon the same city in the future.  We have not come this far only to 
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let the city be seized again by the forces of hell!  The saints must be determined to Occupy till I 
come (Luke 19:13 KJV).  Determination alone, however, will not keep a city in God’s hands and in 
revival.  God’s Army needs to understand and implement God’s vision of multiplication.  
 

What is the vision of multiplication?  One of the foundational Scriptures for spiritual warfare 
speaks of both multiplication and occupation.    
 

…blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the 

heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of 
their enemies.  Genesis 22.17  

 

God’s occupation plan for every city and nation is for believers and churches to exponentially 
multiply!  This is why local congregations need to repeatedly obey the Lord’s command.   
 

 When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets 
 for a catch.”  Luke 5:4  
 

Note nets is plural. The disciples, though, lowered only a single net (Luke 5:5).  Although there was 
a great catch of fish, the net broke and they had to get help to save the catch (Luke 5:6-7).  
Remember!  Jesus is teaching about capturing and keeping a multitude of souls (Luke 5:10).  The 
vision of multiplication, therefore, includes the multiplication of the number of disciples (Acts 6:1-7); 
the multiplication of the Word (Acts 6:7;12:24); the multiplication of the number of churches (Acts 
9:31); the multiplication of signs, wonders, and miracles (John 14:12; Acts 4:30; 5:14-16); and the 
multiplication of seed that is sown (2 Corinthians 9:10).   
 

I want to encourage you with a word the Lord gave me on May 5, 1997 in Canton, Ohio.   
 

 “I will add to this church.  This is only the beginning for the day of multiplication is coming.  You 
 can number My people when I begin to add for this will precede My day of multiplication and I 
 have commanded you to be faithful and praise Me in the day of addition as well as multiplication.  
 Do not despise this season of small beginnings and do not resist My pruning for I am birthing My 
 work in this place and it is My work in you so no man can take glory in himself.  Be faithful, for My 
 work in you will shake and move this city and nations. Only take My full measure for this day and 
 this hour for I am Lord and I reign over the birthing, seed time and harvest, the adding to and the 
 multiplication.  Look to Me for I will surely accomplish it in your days and it will be marvelous in 
 your eyes.”  
 

I believe God is raising up an army of worshippers, warriors, and pray-ers to boldly fulfill His vision 
of multiplication.  God has burned the vision within them.  
  

The Church of the Living God 

What is church?  Surprisingly, modern perceptions are rarely consistent with Biblical 
descriptions of what Paul calls, “the church of the living God.” (1 Timothy 3:15).  Most limit their 
understanding of church to a physical building where religion is practiced through agreed upon 
forms of worship and rituals consistent with the particular denomination or church affiliation.  
Interestingly, church history teaches us that the church functioned in believers’ houses for well over 
two centuries before basilicas became the norm under Emperor Constantine.  However, house 
churches were the norm for the early church.  The Bible even mentions several of these churches. 
 

 Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who risked their own necks for my life, 
to whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles.  Likewise greet the church 
that is in their house.  Romans 16:3-5  

 

 The churches of Asia greet you.  Aquila and Priscilla greet you heartily in the Lord, with the church 
that is in their house.  1 Corinthians 16:19  
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 Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that is in his house.  
Colossians 4:15 

 

 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our beloved friend and fellow       
laborer, to the beloved Apphia, Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house:                   
Philemon 1-2  

 

The Greek word ekklesia in the above passages literally refers to “those called out by God.”  We 
are God’s called out people!  We are called by God to gather and operate under the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ. The church is God’s people wherever they gather.  We come together with Jesus in 
our midst.   
 

 For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them."      
 Matthew  18:20 
 

Although some have taken dogmatic stands against church buildings, it is a fact that the 
most dramatic and rapid growth of the church in history took place when there were no church 
buildings.  The rapid growth of Christianity in nations like China has all taken place overwhelmingly 
through house churches.  This is also true of Africa and India.   We can never forget that God’s 
church is people and this makes it a living organism rather than an organization or institution.  
Today, the Holy Spirit is changing our attitudes about church.  The house church strategy remains 
a very viable Biblical means of rapidly planting churches throughout the world including the 
developed nations.  Our experiences through Harvest Network International, the High Mill Global 
Church Network and now 5-Fold Global Ministries have taught us that it’s one of God’s most 
important strategies for the end times.  It is the primary way to plant living and healthy churches 
throughout the world.  This occupation plan must be a part of our spiritual warfare at the corporate 
level.  For an in depth study of house churches and how to start them, visit our web site at 
www.5foldglobal.org.    
 

Ten Steps in Church Planting 

What is the Spirit saying to the churches?  Two principles that have become apparent are: 
(1) in the Kingdom, things are not so much organized; they are birthed out of a love relationship 
with Jesus; and (2) we are limited, but God is not.  I believe God is strategizing with His people to 
build His church.  Ten steps have emerged as result of God strategizing with us.  These are key 
factors for the effective planting of healthy, living churches around the world. 
 

1. Begin with a leader(s) who has a call and vision from God to plant the church.   
2. Seek an apostolic team and covering.  (Note: An Ephesians 4:11 team works best for church planting) 
3. Develop strategy.  
4. Build a prayer base.  
5. Gather core families.   
6. Do evangelism.  
7. Make disciples (Mobilize, Equip, Empower, and Release). 
8. Have a vision to plant more healthy living churches. 
9. Be globally minded (tithe church budget into missions). 
10. Be one body conformed to the image of Christ (guard unity). 

 

The church must be people-oriented in ministry.  It must thrust forward with an Acts 1:8 
vision and engagement.  It must realize that the very gates of hell cannot overcome her.  The 
church of the Living God cannot be stopped! The city is now under the blessing of God.  A healthy 
church stands as a witness that God has fought for His people and won.  However, there can be no 
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complacency.  New forces must be mobilized for God, the saints must be equipped, and new 
targets established.  Then the army of God must go forth again and occupy yet another city for 
God! 
 

You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he 
who is in the world. 1 John 4:4 

 

The above verse is a fitting place to close this unit of study on spiritual warfare.  The church is 
God’s covenant people who overcome and occupy because of the “greater one” who lives inside of 
each individual believer.     
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Discussion Questions: 
 
1. “City-taking is incomplete without the planting of new churches.”  Explain why this is so. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What does it mean to “minister within the veil”?  Explain how this relates to church 
 planting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. “God’s Army needs to understand and implement God’s vision of multiplication.”  Describe this 

 vision of multiplication, utilizing Scripture as your foundation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What is “church”?  How is the Holy Spirit changing and shaping your own attitudes about 
 church? 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to firmly implant the truths which you have learned in this 
 study.  Pray that He will give you the grace and the boldness to step into the conflict in 
 the power of His Name 
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APPENDIX 1 
The 10/40 Window 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List of Nations in the 10/40 Window 

 

Afghanistan  

Algeria  

Bahrain  

Bangladesh  

Benin  

Bhutan  

Burkina Faso  

Cambodia  

Chad  

China  

Cyprus  

Djibouti  

Egypt  

Eritrea  

Ethiopia  

Gambia  

Gibraltar  

Greece  

Guinea  

Guinea-Bissau  

India  

Iran  

Iraq  

Israel  

Japan  

Jordan  

Korea, North  

Korea, South  

Kuwait  

Laos  

Lebanon  

Libya  

Macau  

Mali  

Malta  

Mauritania  

Morocco  

Myanmar (Burma)  

Nepal  

Niger  

Oman  

Pakistan  

Philippines  

Portugal  

Qatar  

Saudi Arabia  

Senegal  

Sudan  

Syria  

Taiwan  

Tajikistan  

Thailand  

Tunisia  

Turkey  

Turkmenistan  

United Arab Emirates  

Vietnam  

Western Sahara  

Yemen  



 71 

Why should committed Christians care about the 10/40 Window? 
 

 

 

 

1. 2/3 of the people of the world reside here. 

2. This area is the heart of Islam. 

3. Three main religious blocs are located in this area (Muslim 22%, Hindu 23%, Buddhist 5%) 

4. 8 out of 10 of the poorest of the poor live in this area. 

5. 8 out of 10 of the people living here have the lowest quality of life (life expectancy, infant mortality, 

and literacy) 

6. This area is a stronghold of Satan. 

 

 

 

 

 

Among the world's 1.1 billion Muslims, two-thirds live in a region called the "10/40 Window." 
Named by Luis Bush of AD2000, this window stretches from the tenth to the fortieth parallels north 
of the equator and includes the area from the west coast of Africa to the east coast of Japan. More 
than half the world's population lives within this region, including an estimated 717 million Hindus 
and 153 million Buddhists. The 10/40 Window includes 99 percent of the poorest of the poor and 
the least evangelised. For most, the average per capita income is less than $500.  Few Christians 
are found there. Though 97 percent of the 3 billion people who live in the 55 least evangelised 
countries of the world live in the 10/40 Window, only 18 percent of Christian missionaries work 
among them.  (Information derived from an article by Ron Iwasko in The Pentecostal Evangel.) 
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APPENDIX 2 
Comparison of Spiritual Intelligence from Two Cities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 73 

 

From Buenos Aires, Argentina  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Canton, Ohio USA  
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APPENDIX 3 
The Five Commanders of Darkness 

 
 
 
 

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, 

against the rulers of the darkness of this age, 
against spiritual hosts of wickedness 

in the heavenly places. 
 

Ephesians 6:12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 75 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 76 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 77 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 78 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 79 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 80 

APPENDIX 4 
Sample Proclamations 
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APPENDIX 5 
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