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Introduction 
 

 

The 21st Century presents us with the greatest opportunities to advance Christianity 

around the world. The calling and responsibility Jesus has placed upon the church is enormous. Much 

is riding upon the maturity of every believer. Spiritual leaders agree that we must do a far better job of 

properly laying the foundation of the Christian faith within believers than was done in the previous 

century - particularly in the past four decades. This foundation must be laid in an environment of grace, 

love, and spiritual freedom.  

   “What Every Disciple Ought to Know” has been developed to help “thoroughly furnish” a 

new generation of leaders and believers with a resource for making disciples. The units of study that  

follow are word-centered and will provide the ongoing training necessary for each disciple to mature 

and move forward in faith and effective participation within the body of Christ. They also comprise a 

comprehensive teaching strategy that will heighten the unity and spiritual health of the local church.   

The modern world has yet to see the true church in operation; full of spiritual life and 

vibrancy. They have seen the old legalistic righteousness of long-established religious traditions and, 

for the most part, they have rejected it. But it’s a new hour for the church. It’s time for a new wineskin.  

Jesus is coming soon! We must make disciples while it’s still day. We must teach others all that Jesus 

has commanded. This is the task of every Ephesian 4:11 leader around the world. Our prayer is that 

this resource will cause you to run with the vision in the power of the Holy Spirit to make disciples of all 

nations.   

 

Michael D. Gross,  General Editor  

 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age.”  Amen.  Matthew 28:19, 20 

 

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.            

II Timothy 2:15 KJV 

 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.                                               

II Timothy 3:16, 17 KJV 
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And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  Mark 16:15 

 

Looking at the Great Commission 

Never before since the Early Church has there been such an emphasis on the Great 
Commission and, specifically, its fulfillment. Excerpts of the appropriate passages appear 
everywhere on church letterheads and brochures, but how well do we really understand the Great 
Commission? Although it is exciting to see the fervor for winning souls as it returns to the Church, it 
will behoove us to identify the Great Commission passages and examine them closely under a 
microscope. Through such examination, we hope to discover a depth to these passages that will 
greatly aid us in personal evangelism. 
 
The Great Commission Passages 

The Great Commission occurs in each of the four Gospels and also in the book of Acts.  
This means there are five occurrences in the Scriptures. These are listed in order below with key 
words underlined to help us in our study: 
 

 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
 earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
 and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 
 you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.  Matthew 28:18-20 
 

 And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes 
 and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will 
 follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 
 they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will 
 lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.  Mark 16:15-18 
 

 Then He said to them, "Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise  

 from the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His 
 name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of these things. Behold, I send 
 the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power 
 from on high."   Luke 24:46-49 
  

 So Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you." And when 
 He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 
 sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."  John 20:21-23 
 

And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 
wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; for John truly 
baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 
Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will You at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel?" And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the 
Father has put in His own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

UNIT 3  Personal Evangelism & Church Multiplication 
 

CHAPTER 1 

 THE GREAT COMMISSION AND THE ROLE OF THE EVANGELIST 
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you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and  Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth."  Acts 1:5-8 

 

Eight Descriptive Elements of the Great Commission 

As we pray and look at the Great Commission passages, we discover at least eight key 
elements. These elements give us the direction and focus needed to be most effective in the 
awesome task of evangelizing the world. 
 

Authoritative 

 Jesus gives His disciples the Great Commission in the command perspective. It is Jesus’        
command to His Church to preach the gospel to every person. 

 The Great Commission is based upon the authority of Christ. Most of us have been taught 
that the first words of the Great Commission are “go and make disciples of all nations…” 
rather than, “All authority in heaven and earth have been given to me.” 

 Those who respect and accept the authority of the one commanding will most effectively 
carry out the commands. Jesus is giving commands to His Church today (Acts 1:1-8; 
Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22). 

 

Global  

 The scope of the Great Commission is to all nations, to all creation, to the ends of the 
earth. 

 Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost. 

 The Great Commission constantly moves us beyond our borders (Mark 1:38; Luke 4:43; 
Acts 1:8). 

 

Educational 

 The Great Commission has a clear and comprehensive teaching mandate to make 
disciples and teach them to obey all Jesus has commanded. A disciple is an avid learner 
or student of Christ and His word. 

 The Parable of the Sower (Matt. 13:18-23) and Paul’s admonition to Timothy (I Timothy 
6:11, 16; II Timothy 2:2) speak directly to the absolute necessity of Christian education in 
order for the fulfillment of the Great Commission. Paul and Barnabas spent one year at 
Antioch teaching many people (Acts 11:26). Paul spent 18 months at Corinth teaching 
them God’s word (Acts 18:11) and daily for two years at the school of Tyranus at Ephesus.  
In addition, he taught from house to house (Acts 20:20). 

 

Multicultural 

 The Great Commission is without ethnic or racial discrimination. In fact, the word “nations 
(ethnos)” actually refers to people groups. 

 The Great Commission breaks through ethnic and racial barriers in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ (Acts 1:8). For example: Jew and Samaritan (Acts 8:4-8, 14-17,25); Jew and 
Gentile (Acts 10:34-48; 11:1-18). The first words out of Peter’s mouth were, “In truth I 
perceive that God shows no partiality. But in every nation whoever fears Him and works 
righteousness is accepted by Him.”  (Acts 10:34-35). The Greek word, prosopoleptes, 
means “a receiver of a face, one who takes sides, showing favoritism, exhibiting bias, 
showing discrimination, treating one person better than another.” Man looks in this way, 
but God does not! He looks upon the heart and His unconditional love and grace are for 
every person. 
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Eschatological 

 The Great Commission and its impending fulfillment is the sign of signs regarding the end 
times. Mark 13:10 declares that the gospel must first be preached to all nations and 
Matthew 24:14 says that then the end will come.   

 Two things hasten (speed up or urge on) the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ to rapture 
His church. One is the holy conduct and godliness (the righteousness and purity of the 
Church being prepared as a bride adorned for her husband) of the people of God (Isaiah 
16:5; Acts 3:19-21). The second is the fulfillment of the Great Commission (2 Peter 3:1-
13). In ways not clearly defined by the New Testament, the timing of the Lord’s return is 
directly related to the condition and activity of the Church. 

 The only reason for any delay is the grace of God, Who is patient and does not want 
anyone to perish, but to come to repentance (II Peter 3:9). 

 

Strategic 

 The Great Commission advances strategically along four interactive levels: local, national, 
cross-cultural, and international (Acts 1:8). This represents an an order of advancement. 

 The Great Commission’s fulfillment requires networking partnerships at every level (Luke 
5:1-10). 

 Jesus, the Lord of the Harvest, gives strategic instructions to those He sends to fulfill the 
Great Commission (Matthew 10:5-31; Mark 6:7-13; Luke 9:1-6; 10:1-20). 

 

Empowered 

 The Baptism with the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential to fulfill the Great Commission 
(Luke 24:46-49; Acts 1:4-8). 

 The power to go, find the lost, preach the gospel, and establish His Church for global 
evangelism is through the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). The power is never separated from its 
purpose. 

 The Early Church prayed for and received the power of the Holy Spirit to boldly witness 
(Acts 4:31). 

 
Redemptive 

 The content of the Great Commission is not one of doom, but of eternal life through 
repentance and forgiveness of sins (Luke 24:47; John 20:23). 

 The Great Commission answers the question for the inhabitants of the world: “Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?”” (Acts 2:37).  “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized, 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins…“ (Acts 2:38; 3:19). 

 
The Role of the Evangelist  

The Amsterdam Declaration of 2000, which is a charter for evangelism in the 21st Century, 
included this definition of an evangelist: “All Christians are called to play their part in fulfilling Jesus’ 
Great Commission, but some believers have a special call to and a spiritual gift for communicating 
Christ and leading others to Him.  These we call evangelists, as does the New Testament.”  Paul’s 
instructions to Timothy bear this out. 

 

       But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
 2 Timothy 4:5 

 

In addition, the evangelist is included in the ministry gifts Christ gives to His body for equipping the 
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saints for the work of ministry.  
                 

            And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
 teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
 Christ,  Ephesians 4:11-12 
 

  A primary role of the evangelist is to equip or prepare through intense training the 
members of the body of Christ for effective evangelism. Of course, anyone Jesus calls to be an 
evangelist loves to win souls; however, this leadership role of equipping is often overlooked. We 
can illustrate this point with simple mathematics. If an evangelist led 1,000 souls to Christ each 
day, it would take him 10,000 years to reach an end time harvest of 4.2 billion souls. If the same 
evangelist led only one person to Jesus each year, then trained that person to win one and to train 
one in personal evangelism, it would take only 32 years to reach the same number of souls. The 
truth of these figures was confirmed by a mathematics professor at Wright State University, 
Dayton, Ohio, in 2003. This professor was so intrigued by these facts that he compiled five pages 
of computations to verify the results. Training in personal evangelism is indispensable if we are to 
fulfill the Great Commission. 
 
Your Great Commission Awareness 
 

How you answer the following questions determines your level of awareness and 
understanding of the Great Commission. 
 
1. The Great Commission expresses 
 a.  the believer’s responsibility to worship. 
 b.  the second coming of Christ. 
 c.  the responsibility of the church worldwide to disciple the nations. 
 d.  the command to love one another. 
 

2. God’s heart for world evangelization is first clearly seen. 
 a.  at the beginning of Christ’s ministry. 
 b.  when the Great Commission was given. 
 c.  during the reign of King David. 
 d.  at the call of Abraham. 
 

3. The term “nations” used in Matthew 28:19 refers to 
 a.  distinct ethnic groups; peoples. 
 b.  people separated by political boundaries. 
 c.  people who share a common language. 
 d.  countries not subject to Roman rule during the 1st century. 
 e.  none of the above. 
 

4. The Great Commission begins with 
 a.  teaching the nations. 
 b.  going to the nations. 
 c.  all authority in Christ. 
 d.  baptizing new converts. 
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5. The non-Christian world has been divided into two categories: “reached peoples” and 
“unreached peoples.”  An unreached people is 

 a.  a people untouched by modern technology. 
 b.  a people lacking a viable, indigenous, witnessing church. 
 c.  a people whose churches lack seminary-trained pastors. 
 d.  a people isolated by geographic or cultural factors. 
 e.  none of the above. 
 

6. The five largest blocks of unreached people are composed of: 
 a.  Muslims   f.  Japanese 
 b.  Englishmen   g.  Buddhists 
 c.  Hindus   h.  Czechs 
 d.  Tribal peoples  i.  Chinese 
 e.  Turkanas  
 

7. Which of the following roles are not needed on the mission field today? 
 a.  church planting 
 b.  evangelism 
 c.  secretarial assistance 
 d.  aviation 
 e.  medical and health care 
 f.   administration 
 g.  teaching  
 h.  leadership training 
 i.  refugee assistance 
 j.  none of the above 
 

8. Approximately what percent of your church’s total annual budget goes toward missions or 
world evangelization? 

 a.  10-19%  c.  30-39% 
 b.  20-29%  d.  40-50% 
 

9. When was the last time you received evangelism training? 
 a.  during the past year 
 b.  two years ago 
 c.  three years ago 
 d.  never been trained 
 

10. How many people did you lead to Christ last year? 
 a.  one 
 b.  two 
 c.  three or more 
 d.  None 
 
If you found that your Missions or Great Commission I.Q. was a bit low, do not panic! This training 
is for you.    
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Discussion Questions: 
 

1. The Great Commission is recorded five times in the Scriptures.  List the references here. 
 

 

 

 

 

2. What are some of the key words that are included in the five Scriptural recordings of the  

  Great Commission? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. When we say that the Great Commission is authoritative, this means that the Great  
 

         Commission is based upon the _a______________________ of _C_____________. 

 
 

4. The Good News of Jesus Christ is for all people.  In what ways has the Great Commission    
stretched you to move out “beyond your own borders” to share the Good News with 
others? 

 
 
 
 
 

5. An essential part of fulfilling the Great Commission is making _d_______________.  In 
what ways are you currently being discipled?  In what ways are you discipling others? 

 
 
 
 
 

6. The Great Commission is multicultural, meaning that God does not show 
_f______________ or _d_____________________________. 
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7. “The Great Commission and its impending fulfillment is the sign of signs regarding the end 

times.”  What Scriptural evidence gives support to this statement? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

8. For the Great Commission to be strategically fulfilled, this will require 
_n_________________ _p_________________________ to be developed locally, 
 nationally cross-culturally, and internationally. 

 
 
 
 

9. The Great Commission is not to be accomplished in human strength, but rather through 
the _e________________________________ of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 
 
 
 

10. The Great Commission has a _r__________________ purpose; it offers a message of 
hope for those who are seek to repent and receive forgiveness of sins. 

 
 
 
 

11. Are all believers called to play a part in fulfilling the Great Commission?  Are there certain 
believers who will be specially called by God and equipped to evangelize? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 2 
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CHAPTER 2 

 HARVEST TRUTHS AND IMAGES 
 

 
Then He said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men."  Matthew 4:19 

 

Fishers of Men 

There is a spiritual battle for every soul on the face of the earth today. For this reason, 
evangelism is work, and this work is aggressive and far from easy. The two main images used in 
the Bible pertaining to the harvest are fish and grain. From these two images we receive our 
understanding of particular evangelism principles and strategies. In this chapter we will examine 
the truths surrounding the image of fishing. Three times in the Scriptures Jesus says that those 
who follow Him are to be “fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19; Mark 1:17; Luke 5:10). Jesus uses the 
natural example of commercial fishing to call and introduce His disciples to their future task of 
catching men.  There were three kinds of fishing nets in Bible times: 
 

1. The hand-net or casting-net (Greek amphiblestron)  
 

     And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the 
 sea; for they were fishermen. Then Jesus said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you become 
 fishers of men." They immediately left their nets and followed Him.  Mark 1:16-18 
 

This net was thrown from a rock or a boat at any fish that might be seen. This is a good illustration 
of personal evangelism.   
 

2. The drag-net or hauling-net (Greek sagene)   
 

 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered some of every 
 kind, which, when it was full, they drew to shore; and they sat down and gathered the good into 
 vessels, but threw the bad away.  Matthew 13:47-48 
 

This was a net of great size that required many men to work it. It was usually let down from the 
fishing boat, and then drawn to the shore or into the boat as circumstances might require. This 
corresponds with the team evangelism strategies necessary for the end time harvest. 
 

3. The bag-net (Greek diktyon)   
 

 When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets 
 for a catch.” But Simon answered and said to Him, “Master, we have toiled all night and caught 
 nothing;  nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net. And when they had done this, they caught 
 a great  number of fish, and their net was breaking. So they signaled to their partners in the other 
 boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 
 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a  sinful 
 man, O Lord!” For he and  all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they had 
 taken.  Luke 5:4-9  
 

This net was a type of dragnet used for enclosing fish in deep water. We know Jesus is applying 
this to the end time harvest of souls because He tells Peter in verse 10, “Do not be afraid. From 
now on you will catch men.” To accomplish the task of world evangelism in the end times demands 
networking partnerships. This is what we learn from the Scriptures. This is why Jesus has given the 
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local church a global vision. Harvest Network International (HNI World), 1999; High Mill Global 
Church Network (GCN), 2003; and 5-Fold Global Alliance, 2006, were all established for this very 
purpose. Now you can understand why we call this global strategy, “The Dragnet Strategy for 
World Evangelism.” 
 
The Lord of the Harvest 

We cannot proceed further in this study without emphasizing that Jesus Christ is the Lord 
of the Harvest. 
 

     Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray 
 the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest."  Matthew 9:37-38; see also Luke 10:2 
 

There are several self-evident truths in the above passage of Scripture. It is vital that we listen      
carefully to what the Spirit is saying because Jesus is the Lord of the Harvest. He is the one we 
pray to about the harvest. It is also His harvest; this means we work for Him! And for those 
believers who are allergic to or have a desire to avoid hard labor, take note that the harvest 
requires toil. Perhaps this is why Jesus says there are so few laborers. The Greek word, ergates, 
refers to “a laborer” or “one who toils”. Fishermen know the labor required to successfully catch 
fish. With such labor, we can also expect to move beyond simple addition to the promised 
multiplication of the number of disciples because the end time harvest is plentiful. The Greek word, 
polus, indicates that this harvest will be very large in number. In fact, the Bible reveals it will be so 
great in quantity that no one can number it. 
 

     After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, 
 tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
 robes, with palm branches in their hands,  Revelation 7:9 
 

Jesus also invites us to take a close look at the harvest fields and to see the truth that they 
are ripe for harvest.    
 

 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. Do you not 
 say, "There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your 
 eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest! John 4:34-35 

 

The Lord of the Harvest gives us the same passion and commitment to bring in the final 
harvest. In case you missed some of the primary harvest truths we have been discussing, here is a 
list of each with appropriate Scripture references: 
 

 Jesus Christ is the Lord of the Harvest and it is His harvest field (Matthew 9:37,38; 
Luke 10:2). 

 The end time harvest is plentiful (Matthew 9:37-38; Luke 10:2; Revelation 7:9). 

 The laborers are few (Matthew 9:37; Luke 10:2). 

 The harvest is ripe (John 4:35). 

 Partners are needed (Luke 5:7). 

 The baptism with the Holy Spirit is needed for harvest power (Acts 1:8) 
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Teamwork in Evangelism 

One of the most noticeable yet neglected truths about the task of evangelism is teamwork.  
Although those called to the leadership gift of evangelist are part of a fivefold ministry team with 
apostles, prophets, pastors, and teachers, the teamwork principle extends much farther. Jesus 
Himself sent His disciples out in pairs. 
 

Then He went about the villages in a circuit, teaching. 7And He called the twelve to Himself, and 
began to send them out two by two, and gave them power over unclean spirits.  Mark 6:6b-7 

 

Jesus also sent the seventy two by two. 
 

     After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by two before His face 
 into every city and place where He Himself was about to go.   Luke 10:1  

 

In addition, Jesus sent out apostolic teams after His ascension, revealing that partnering to fulfill 
the Great Commission is a pattern clearly established by the Lord of the Harvest. 
  

     Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, 
 they sent Peter and John to them,  Acts 8:14 
 

 As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, "Now separate to Me Barnabas and 
 Saul for the work to which I have called them."  Acts 13:2 
 

In Luke 5:7, the disciples had to signal partners to help with the large catch.     
 

     So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled 
 both the boats, so that they began to sink.  Luke 5:7 
 

If evangelism is to be effective, it will involve teamwork. This is why 5-Fold Global 
Ministries has established the following partnership principles:  
  

 Our mission is the Great Commission. 

 We can accomplish far more for the kingdom of God together than any of us can alone. 

 A strategic concentration of forces is more highly preferred than the accolades of individual       
ministries. 

 We go nowhere without a strong prayer base. 

 We are ambassadors for Christ and will not be bought or sold. 

 We will not despise the time of small beginnings. 

 It is more blessed to give than to receive. 

 We walk as Jesus walked. 
 

Power Evangelism 

Believers must be highly committed and motivated for personal evangelism or the sharing 
of Jesus at every opportunity in order to fulfill the Great Commission. Satan would have us believe 
that we will be unsuccessful, but the Lord of the Harvest sends forth His laborers with power and 
authority. 
 

     Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all demons, 
 and to cure diseases. He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. Luke 9:1-2 
  

 Whatever city you enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you. And heal the 
 sick there, and say to them, "The kingdom of God has come near to you.' Luke 10:8-9 

 



 16 

We should be very confident in sharing Christ with others because He promises to work with us in 
the most amazing way. 
 

    And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word 
 through the accompanying signs. Amen.  Mark 16:20 
 

Jesus intended us to minister and evangelize households and cities in the same manner 
He did. This involves what is called “power evangelism.” The late John Wimber, founder of the 
Vineyard Christian Fellowship, defines power evangelism as “the combination of the proclamation 
of the gospel with the demonstration of the power of God to cast out demons, heal the sick, and 
raise the dead.” There are at least 14 occurrences in the book of Acts where apostles and non-
apostles preached, performed works of power, and saw significant church growth.   
 

Regardless of the particular methods of evangelism utilized, God has ordained power 
evangelism to confirm the word that is preached. The Early Church prayed for God to give them 
boldness to speak the word. 
 

     “Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak 
 Your word, by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through 
 the name of Your holy Servant Jesus." Acts 4:29-30 
 

The Lord answered their prayer and the place was shaken and they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit. They had prayed for boldness and they received boldness. The Greek word, parrhesia, 
refers to outspokenness, unreserved utterance, freedom of speech, frankness, candor, or cheerful 
courage. It is the opposite of cowardice, timidity, or fear. It denotes a divine enablement that comes 
upon the believer to exhibit spiritual power and authority. There is also the divine ability to clearly 
present the gospel to others as a result of being filled with the Holy Spirit. No wonder our faith 
stands in God’s power! 
 

     And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in 
 demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in 
 the power of God..  I Corinthians 2:4-5 
 

Significant Criteria for Evangelism 
  

There are four basic kinds of church growth: 
 Internal growth—spiritual growth of Christians who are members of the body of Christ.  There are more 

sitting in the pews who are not born again than is commonly thought.   

 Expansion growth—local church growth through membership.  This one is the major concern of most 
pastors. 

 Extension growth—growth through planting new churches.  This is the most efficient and the most 
neglected. 

 Bridging growth—growth by planting new churches in a different culture.  This is the top priority for 
completing the task of world evangelization. 

 

There are also four basic contexts for evangelism:  
 E-0 Evangelism—winning to Christ those who are already church members. 

 E-1 Evangelism—winning to Christ those from your own culture. 

 E-2 Evangelism—winning to Christ those from a culture slightly different from your own. 

 E-3 Evangelism—winning to Christ those from a vastly different culture than your own. 
 

The book of Acts reflects E-2 and E-3 evangelism (cross-cultural) from Hebrew Jews to Hellenistic 
Jews; from Jews to Samaritans; and from Jews to Gentiles. E-2 and E-3 evangelism are focused 
upon the unreached peoples of the world. This involves well over two billion people. Chinese, 
Hindus, Muslims, and Buddhists make up the most unreached people of the world.   
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Discussion Questions: 
  

1. Describe the three kinds of fishing nets used in Biblical times.  How does each of the “net”  
 images relate to Biblical principles for evangelism?   

 

 

 

 

 
2. Explain why laborers are essential to bringing in the Lord’s Harvest. 

 

 

 

 

3. If evangelism is _e___________________, it will involve _t___________________. 
 
 

4. Define “power evangelism.” 
 
 
 
 

5. List the four basic kinds of church growth.  In your own words, give a practical example for 
 each kind of church growth. 
 

 1. 
 
 
 
 2. 
 
 
 
 3. 
 
 
 
 4. 
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6. List the four basic contexts for evangelism.  In your own words, give a practical example 
 for each. 

 

 1. 
 
 
 
 2. 
 
 3. 
 

 

 4. 
 

 

 

7. What three religious groups make up the most un-reached peoples of the world? 
 
 
 
 
 

8. What one nation holds the most un-reached people of the world? 
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Therefore hear the parable of the sower:  Matthew 13:18 

 

 

Introduction to the Parable of the Sower 

We are all under Christ’s orders to evangelize the world. We must understand that there is 
a fierce battle for every soul. What we may term “The Acts Flow” reveals the advance from the 
local church base or city (Jerusalem) to the national or regional (Judea) to cross-cultural (Samaria) 
to the nations or international (the ends of the earth). If we are to be effective, we must understand 
the Parable of the Sower. This one parable is the key to effective evangelism. It is identified as “the 
parable of parables.”  
 

     And He said to them, "Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the 
 parables?  Mark 4:13 
 

According to Jesus, this parable is a prerequisite to understanding any other parable. The Parable 
of the Sower is the common denominator for all evangelistic work.   
 

Jesus’ response to the question from His disciples as to why He spoke to them in parables 
reveals that believers have a very special status. 
 

 He answered and said to them, "Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the 
 kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given.  Matthew 13:11 
 

 But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear; for assuredly, I say to you that 
 many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what 
 you hear, and did not hear it.  Matthew 13:16-17 
 

In this chapter we will take a close look at this parable. It represents the second primary Biblical 
image of the harvest—grain. We will trust that Jesus will open our eyes to understand the 
Scriptures. 
 
The Parable and Its Explanation 

Jesus first gives the parable and then follows with the explanation.   
 

     Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: "Behold, a sower went out to sow. And as 
 he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds came and devoured them. Some fell on stony 
 places, where they did not have much earth; and they immediately sprang up because they had no 
 depth of earth. But when the sun was up they were scorched, and because they had no root they 
 withered away. And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and choked them. But others 
 fell on good ground and yielded a crop: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. He who has 
 ears to hear, let him hear!"  Matthew 13:3-9  
 

 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes 
 and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside. But he 
 who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it 
 with joy; yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or 
 persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles. Now he who received seed among 

 

CHAPTER 3 

THE KEY TO EFFECTIVE EVANGELISM 
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 the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches 
 choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. But he who received seed on the good ground is he who 
 hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some 
 sixty, some thirty."  Matthew 13:19-23 

         

Many have called the Parable of the Sower “The Four Kinds of Soil.” There is much 
justification for this; however, there is so much more to learn from this parable. Although there are 
four categories to consider in the parable, there is also a clear emphasis on hearing the word of 
God. Notice that in each situation, the person receives the word. This is consistent with the 
Scriptures because we have been called to do this very thing. 

 
How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him 
of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they 
preach unless they are sent? As it is written: "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the 
gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!"But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For 
Isaiah says, "LORD, who has believed our report?" So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God.  Romans 10:14-17 

 

This parable, therefore, is about those who initially respond favorably to the Gospel 
message. The Word that was sown was now in their hearts. Were they saved? They were saved 
just as much as those who today pray the sinner’s prayer after hearing the gospel of Christ. How 
was it then that three of the four situations resulted in the person not continuing in the faith? This 
parable is the key to effective evangelism because it answers such questions. Evangelism involves 
more than winning the lost to Christ; it also involves keeping them in the kingdom. Nothing is more 
discouraging than to lead someone to the Lord only to see them return to their former condition.  
Let us examine why this happens to see how we can close the gate on this kind of activity.   

   

Up Close and Personal with Those Who Receive the Word 

The first situation reveals that the problem is one of understanding the message about the 
kingdom. This means he is unable to put it all together, that is, to comprehend what it means to be 
born again. The implication is that the person will be unable to act on the word he has received. If 
he has received the message, then he has been given the measure of faith to begin walking the 
walk, but Satan is able to rob the seed before this one even has a chance to walk.   
 

The teaching mandate of the Great Commission is often taken too lightly today. It requires 
immediate attention or this “seed-stealing” situation will keep repeating itself in the 21st century.  
How do we prevent Satan from robbing the seed?  5-Fold Global has and continues to publish 
training manuals like this one to equip believers and leaders to ground disciples on the Rock of 
Christ. This is bearing fruit, but there needs to be more immediate action to counter this situation.  
If we want to keep them in God’s kingdom, they must receive basic instruction on what it means to 
be born again and how to overcome Satan and the flesh. We can’t just win them and then leave 
them to be unequipped or continue as carnal Christians. According to the Parable of the Sower, 
they will not survive unless they understand the Word. Believers are the ones with the 
responsibility to teach them. One of our editors remembers being saved in 1973. The believers 
were around the editor and his wife like a swarm of bees. One of the first Scriptures given to them 
was this one:  

  You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he 
 who is in the world.  1 John 4:4 
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The believers also provided a checklist of all kinds of occult practices, which concluded with a 
prayer renouncing all the works of the devil. Generational curses were broken in the name of 
Jesus. All of this was done under the reign of the love and grace of Christ Jesus.   
 
Understanding what it means to be Born Again 

Jesus told Nicodemus, a Pharisee and member of the Sanhedrin, that you must be born 
again to see or even enter the kingdom of God. 

  Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot 
 see the kingdom of God."  John 3:3 

 Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
 enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit 
 is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, "You must be born again.' The wind blows where it wishes, 
 and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone 
 who is born of the Spirit." John 3:5-8 
 

There is a marked difference between those who are born again and those who are not. Today, 
more often than we care to admit, they look the same. Let us examine what we are really talking 
about here. The Greek word anothen has a dual meaning. It means “from above” and “again or 
anew.”  This is why we refer to being born again as the new birth or spiritual birth.   
 

The Scripture says that we must be born of the water and of the Spirit. “The Spirit” is 
without question referring to the Holy Spirit’s work at salvation, but what is “the water”? There are 
three views on this. One, believe it or not, is that it refers to our natural birth. However, this view 
can be quickly eliminated because Jesus Himself replies to this question with “Flesh gives birth to 
flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.” (John 3:6 NIV). Another view of the water is that it is talking 
about water baptism, but this too can be eliminated because salvation is not attained through 
works or any outward acts of faith (Ephesians 2:8-10). The most accurate view is that the water is 
referring to the Word of God. Many Scriptures can be quoted to clearly support this: 
 

 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.. John 17:17 
 

 …that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word… Ephesians 5:26 
 

 Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His 

 creatures.  James 1:18 
 

 …having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which 

 lives and abides forever, 1 Peter 1:23 
 

What actually happens when a person is born again? We learn from the Bible that man is 
a three part being (I Thessalonians 5:23). He has a spirit (heart), a soul (mind), and a body (flesh).  
First, let it be known that no one gets saved with their mind or with their body. The message 
resonates with the heart or spirit of man, which is the candle of the Lord (Proverbs 20:27).  
Although there is a definite impact upon one’s mind and body, which is evident in a changed or 
transformed life, the mind is renewed daily by the Spirit of God and the body is subjected to the 
Spirit. This is all a process. The following diagram shows what happens in this process: 
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There are four main Biblical aspects that are included in the born again experience:  
 

1. Repent 
 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 
 for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38  

 

2. Believe  
 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!”   
 Mark 1:17  
 

3. Receive (Invite) Jesus Christ as Savior  
 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who 
 believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
 but of God.  John 1:12-13 
 

4. Confess Jesus as Lord 
  That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised 
 Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with 
 the mouth confession is made unto salvation. Romans 10:9-10 
 

It is very important to include these ingredients when leading someone in prayer to receive Christ.   
 
Seven Marks of Being Born Again 

We live in a culture of easy believism and cheap grace. There is a serious problem when 
we observe little or no change in those claiming to be born again. Classical understandings of 
holiness that are rigid and legalistic are to be avoided in favor of loving others just as they are.  
However, this truth must be tempered with the truth that Jesus loves us too much to leave us that 
way. A changed heart will lead to a changed life. These seven marks of being born again are fully 
confirmed in God’s word. They represent true transformation.  
 

 

Spirit or Heart of man:  The Witness Within  
(I John 5:10; Romans 8:16; Revelation 3:20) 

Body/Flesh:  Present Your Bodies, Subject to the 

Spirit (Romans 8:12-13; 12:1; I Corinthians 9:27) 

Soul or Mind:  Set your mind, Be Transformed 
(Romans 12:2; Ephesians 4:23; Colossians 3:2,10) 
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 Authority to become God’s children (Greek exousia—”right, privilege, ability, 
capability”) 

 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who 
 believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
 but of God.  John 1:12-13 
 

 Agape Love 
 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and 
 knows God. He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.  1 John 4:7-8 
 

 Pursuit of Righteousness 
 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of 
 Him.  1 John 2:29 
 

 Resistance Against Sin  
 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, 

 because he has been born of God. 1 John 3:9 
 

 We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God keeps himself, 
 and the wicked one does not touch him.  1 John 5:18 
 

 Public Affirmation that Jesus is the Christ 
"Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in 
heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in  heaven.  
Matthew 10:32-33 

 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the 
 flesh is of God, 1 John 4:2 

 Victorious and Overcoming Faith 
 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the 
 world--our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
 God?  1 John 5:4-5 
 

 Lively Hope in the Resurrection 
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has 
 begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 
 inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,  
 1 Peter 1:3-4 

 
Rooted in Christ 

The second situation in the Parable of the Sower does not last very long because he is not 
rooted in Christ. He is a shallow believer who has no “hang time.” How many “fair weather” 
Christians are there today? They will fall away quickly when tribulation or any hardship comes 
along, including any problems in the church. We can help to prevent their flightiness by teaching 
them how to endure hardships like a soldier.   
 

 You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.  2 Timothy 2:3 
 

Jesus said we would have tribulation in this world. 
 

 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
 tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world."  John 16:33 
 

Again the teaching mandate looms very large on the horizon. Continuing to live in Christ is a 
condition that is taught. 
 

 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and 
 established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. Colossians 2:6-7 
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The third situation involves those who get entangled with life’s affairs. This puts a 
stranglehold on their faith.  Wealth and daily life take precedence over their new life in Christ. As a 
result, they cannot produce fruit for the glory of God.  Jesus directly addressed this issue: 
 

 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 
 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for 
 the day is its own trouble.  Matthew 6:33-34 
 

Of course, the final category identified in the Parable of the Sower is the good soil that 
produces a multiplication of the seed sown. Notice again the emphasis on the individual’s 
understanding. This directly identifies that the increase results in reproduction of like kind. This 
means many more salvations to the glory of Christ.   
 

 "Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, And whose hope is the LORD. For he shall be like a tree 
 planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; 
 But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding 
 fruit.  Jeremiah 17:7-8   
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Discussion Questions: 
 

1. Why is the Parable of the Sower identified as “the parable of parables”? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. The Parable of the Sower uses the Biblical harvest image of _g____________ or seed. 
  
 

3. Evangelism involves more than winning the lost to Christ; it also involves 
_k_____________ them in the kingdom. 

 
 

4. Using the Parable of the Sower from Matthew 13, describe the four responses which can 
occur when individuals receive the Word of God. 

 

 1. 
 
 
 
 2. 
 
 
 
 3. 
 
 
 
 4.  
 
 

5. In John 3:5-8, Jesus states that no one can enter God’s kingdom without being born of 
_w________________ and of the _S________________.   

 
 

 

 

6. What does it mean to be “born of water”? 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What does it mean to be “born of the Spirit”? 
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8. Man is a three-part being, meaning that every individual has a _s____________ , a  
 _s____________, and a _b______________. 
 
 

9. List the four main Biblical aspects included in the “born again” experience. 
 

 1. 
 
 
 2. 
 
 
 3. 
 
 
 4. 
 
 

10. Being born again should lead to a changed life.  List the seven marks of being born again 
 as described in this chapter.  Then describe each mark in your own words. 

 
 1. 
 
 
 2. 
 
 
 3. 
 
 
 4. 
 
 
 5. 
 
 
 6. 
 
 
 
 7. 
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 Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven.  

Acts 21:8 

 
The Evangelistic Ministry of Philip 

Philip is the only one mentioned in Scripture as an ascension gift evangelist (Acts 21:8; 
Ephesians 4:11-12).  As such, he serves as a great example for both public and personal 
evangelism. One thing about Philip is that he certainly kept his focus upon his purpose. We must 
always keep the target before us—reaching the lost. Our dear 5-Fold ministry partner, Sampson 
Dorkunor of Ghana, says it best: 
 

The beloved, the target, and the ultimate goal of any service to God is the human beings; 
persons and not objects. This is why if servants of God would concern themselves with 
structures and physical objects or intellectual issues rather than human beings, they would 
fail. Priorities must be rightly set with emphasis on the people to be reached in high focus. 
Very often, good and great programs, visions, and dreams are translated into the formation 
of groups, societies, ministries, missions and other bodies. Not long after, the architects 
are divided and have different followings. This is usual in the church setting. Soon, such 
splits are reproduced into duplication of the same functions. Sometimes the reason is that 
the partners in the venture shift their focus from people to objects and things that will be 
achieved from the undertakings. Man in his lost state should be the primary focus of 
ministry and mission activity. 

 
Before we examine the major events of Philip’s ministry, let us review the main 

characteristics of the calling of evangelist.  Evangelists of the 21st century will have the same 
characteristics: 

 Preachers and Soul Winners Par Excellence (Acts 8:5, 6, 13, 34-38)   
They follow sound evangelism principles. 

 Breakthrough Agents (Acts 8:4-8, 9-13)            
Evangelists breakthrough demonic strongholds over people and cities in order to 
release the captives. 

 Runners for Jesus (Acts 8:29-30; 8:39-40)            
Evangelists are fast paced with a launching mentality; they want to run for Jesus! 

 Miracle Workers (Acts 8:6)         
Evangelists and miracles of healing and deliverance are almost synonymous.   

 

These characteristics were prevalent wherever Philip traveled. They serve as identifying features 
for evangelists today.  
 
Evangelize, Evangelism, Evangelist 

The three words listed above refer to the ministry, the message, and the messenger. Their 
meanings give us further evidence of the nature of what the Lord has called us to do. 
 

 

CHAPTER 4 

PHILIP, THE EVANGELIST 
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 Euaggelizo—”the ministry and means to announce good news or glad tidings” 
 

 Then the disciples of John reported to him concerning all these things. And John, calling two of his 
 disciples to him, sent them to Jesus, saying, "Are You the Coming One, or do we look for 
 another?"  Luke 4:18-19 

 

 Euaggelion—”the message of the gospel or the good message” 
 

 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and 
 then the end will come. Matthew 24:14 

 

 Euaggelistes—”the messenger or preacher of good news” 
 

 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
 teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
 Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a  perfect 
 man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; Ephesians 4:11-13 

 

These words are used at least 45 times in the New Testament. They appear 10 times in the gospel 
of Luke alone. Evangelism is God’s top priority! 
 

Philip at Samaria 

Philip was the first preacher in the New Testament besides Jesus Himself to break through 
the cultural barrier by going to Samaria.   
 

 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. And the multitudes with 
 one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. For 
 unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who 
 were paralyzed and lame were healed. And there was great joy in that city.  Acts 8:5-8 
 

Phillip’s public ministry was confirmed with many miracles. These miracles served as effective tools 
for the evangelization of the entire city. This was also true for the cities of Lydda and Sharon where 
Aeneas, who had been paralyzed for eight years, was healed during Peter’s ministry. Everyone 
who saw him turned to the Lord (Acts 9:32-35).   
 

Healing ministry is also very prominent in God’s plan for the end time harvest. We 
discovered this during a strategic HNI World mission in 2002 with Olga Pyrozhenko, senior pastor 
of the 1,000 member Grace and Love of Christ Church in Kiev, Ukraine. After an all-Ukrainian 
prophetic conference in Kiev, the multicultural apostolic team, which included Musoni Wilberforce 
of Rwanda, conducted ministry operations in eight cities in the northern and southern regions of the 
nation of Ukraine. We all agreed that the team ministry resulted in a much higher level of healing 
ministry. This, in return, led to over 200 salvations. Olga accurately described what occurred: 
 

Again and again during the services we could hear exclamations of people who were healed through God’s 
touch: I have a new leg...I have a new back...oh, it’s not my arm, I was not able to lift it up...I can hear! Look, 
I am hearing, I can walk.   More than once the hall was exploding with exclamations of joy and applauds to 
His power and anointing, many times you could see the tears of joy of healed people. 

 

This is the way public evangelism should be conducted.  Multitudes will turn to the Lord! 
 
 

 



 29 

Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch 

There is much we can learn about personal evangelism when we review Philip’s 
experience with the Ethiopian eunuch. A eunuch was one who voluntarily had his reproductive 
glands removed or was born without the ability to reproduce.This was a common practice in 
Eastern nations. Men who served in the palace were often slaves and eunuchs. It was not 
uncommon for them to hold high positions of authority. This was the case of the Ethiopian eunuch.   
 
 

     So he arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the 
 queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship, 
 Acts 8:27 
 

Philip had received guidance from the Lord as to where he was supposed to go. This word 
resulted in a divine appointment.   
 

     Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, "Arise and go toward the south along the road 
 which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." This is desert. Acts 8:26 
 

Of course Philip obeyed the Lord. No doubt the Lord is setting up divine appointments for us. How 
often do we miss them? Another thing we see is that Philip was ready with the word of God. In fact, 
he started with the very Scripture that the eunuch was reading (Isaiah 53:7-8), and shared all about 
Jesus with him. Philip immediately water baptized the eunuch upon the eunuch’s request; then 
Philip was supernaturally transported. From there he evangelized all the towns until he reached 
Caesarea. This was the same city where Paul was later held prisoner for two years (Acts 23:23, 
33; 24:27).   
 

Nothing more is said about the eunuch except that he continued with great joy. Tradition 
says his name was Indich and that he went on to preach the gospel to multitudes, which included 
the conversion of Queen Candace herself. It is interesting to note that when the first missionaries 
went to Ethiopia hundreds of years later, they discovered Christians already there when they 
arrived.   
 

Personal Evangelism 

Philip had a number of unusual experiences. He was chosen as one of the seven deacons 
(Acts 6:5). He was also the preacher of a great move of the Spirit in Samaria (Acts 8:7-8). He 
experienced an angel of the Lord directing him to a desert road. And, if that was not enough, he 
was supernaturally transported by the Holy Spirit to another city. More than anything else, Philip 
serves as a model for personal evangelism. From his encounter with the Ethiopia eunuch we can 
view a number of principles for personal evangelism: 
 

 

 Listen to the voice of the Lord and obey him. 

 Do not be afraid to minister to those in authority. 

 Be willing to be led by the Spirit to one soul in need. 

 Know the Scriptures and how to apply them. 

 Preach Jesus Christ as a person, not merely a doctrine. 

 Preach saving faith. 

 See that the new convert is immediately water baptized. 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

1. Philip is the only person referred to in Scripture as an ascension gift 
_e_________________. 

 
 

2. Evangelists will be known as _p________________ and _s______-_w______________.   
 

 They _b______________ demonic strongholds for release of captives.  They are fast-
 paced and evidences of _m__________________ of _h____________________ and 
 deliverance characterize their ministry. 
 
 

3. Consider the description of an evangelist given in question #2.  Have you ever been 
around a person who demonstrates these characteristics?  Describe your own personal 
observations and experiences regarding this person. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Define the following Greek words: 
 a.  Euaggelizo -  
 
 
 
 b.  Euaggelion -  
 
 
 
 c.  Euaggelistes -  
 

5. What evidence does Scripture provide as to Philip’s ability to break through cultural 
barriers?  
 
 
 
 
 

6. Consider the list of principles for personal evangelism that are noted in this chapter.  
Meditate upon these Biblical principles and record here the thoughts which arise in your 
spirit.  Focus on how the Holy Spirit would have you apply these principles in your personal 
walk with Christ 
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Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.  Acts 8:4 

 
Introduction to Personal Evangelism  

This is the hour of the end time harvest. Although conversions to Christ have steadily 
declined in North America, there continues to be remarkable growth in Africa, Asia, Latin America, 
and Eastern Europe. Reports indicate thousands coming to Christ daily in many nations from these 
regions. It is as though Jesus Himself is looking over the fields and declaring: 
 

 Do you not say, "There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up 
 your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest! John 4:35 

 

Spiritual leaders from around the world are praying together. Local churches are joining 
forces to take their cities for God. Apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers are going 
to the nations as never before. The spiritual momentum is getting much stronger to “Go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). Of course, the Holy Spirit generates 
the strength for this momentum, for it is the same Spirit who empowers believers to be Christ’s 
witnesses to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).   

The greatest impact upon the end time harvest is through personal evangelism. The Bible 
records that Andrew first found his brother, Simon, and brought him to Jesus (John 1:40-42). The 
next day, Philip found Nathaniel and brought him to Jesus (John 1:45). There is a clear Biblical 
pattern for personal evangelism. It is a proven fact that at least eight out of 10 people who come to 
Christ have done so as a result of the testimony of someone they know. It is also estimated that six 
out of 10 un-churched people in the United States would come to church if someone would only 
ask them. This is not in any way intended to lessen the role of crusades, revival meetings, and 
missionary activities around the world, but believers need to understand and be deployed in 
personal evangelism to bring in the end time harvest. 
 
Evangelistic Fire 

Nothing spreads the gospel like the fire burning in every believer’s heart to go “everywhere 
preaching the word.” (Acts 8:4). The Greek word euaggelizoo used in this passage refers to 
“evangelizing”, which is the announcing of the good news of Jesus Christ. This remarkable thrust of 
personal evangelism occurred during a time of great persecution against the Jerusalem church 
following the martyrdom of Stephen.      

  At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were 
 all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.  Acts 8:1b 

Was this a random scattering of frightened believers?  I do not think this was the case.  Although     
scattering can conjure up different notions in English, diiaspeiro clearly means “to sow throughout, 
to distribute to foreign lands.”  Under what I believe was the intended plan of the Holy Spirit, 
individual believers were deployed to spread the gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit throughout 
Judea, Samaria, and as far as Antioch. 
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     Now those who were scattered after the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as 
 Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but the Jews only. But some of them 
 ere men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had come to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, 
 reaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and 
 turned to the Lord.   Acts 11:19-21 
 

Antioch was the first place where the disciples were called Christians. Barnabas and Saul 
(Paul) spent an entire year there teaching a large number of people. 

 

     Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek Saul. And when he had found him, he brought him to 
 Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many 
 people. And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.  Acts 11:25-26 

 

This was a wonderful display of personal evangelism, but it will be at its best in the hour in which 
we are now living.   

 

There is a compelling need within the heart of every believer who has genuinely 
experienced the life changing power of the gospel of Jesus Christ to tell others about Him. The love 
of Christ is too strong and the grace and mercy too incredible to remain silent. This is about the 
simple, heart-felt need to share with others the love and grace God has shown us in Christ. It is the 
need to spontaneously shout it from the rooftops. This is the heart of personal evangelism.   
 

This is also the reason why Satan wants to pin down the rank and file of God’s army with 
fear and discouragement to hinder and, if possible, even prohibit the sharing of their faith. A 
Korean War study revealed that most soldiers were killed without firing a single shot. The study 
discovered that the soldiers relied on heavy artillery and did not know their weapons well enough.  
It also showed that soldiers desired to avoid confrontation and were hesitant to be put into position.  
They were paralyzed with fear. This is also true of many in the church today. In an age where it 
seems many who consider themselves Christians appear ashamed of His name in public, God is 
lighting a fire within the hearts of multitudes to boldly declare that Jesus Christ is Lord! This truth 
about personal evangelism remains unchanged today. Christians need to witness for Jesus!   

 

What Does It Mean To Witness? 

Often the simple truth about witnessing gets overlooked in a sea of methodology and local 
church programming. These always promise greatly inflated results, but seldom deliver. National 
evangelism programs that once advertised great success in the United States and other nations 
have been deemed, for the most part, ineffective today when faced with the strategic challenges of 
the worldwide harvest. In addition, if the local churches are themselves unhealthy, then it will be 
difficult to see the significance of any evangelism effort. All this has served to discourage and even 
turn off many believers toward even the thought of witnessing. This is why you seldom hear of 
detailed courses on the fundamentals of personal evangelism at the local church level. There 
remains a tendency to adopt existing models that promise growth, but the heart and soul of 
evangelism is the personal witness of each member in the body of Christ. It has been said that the 
kingdom of God advances one life at a time. Nothing can replace the credible witness of a changed 
life. More souls are won at this critical point than the combined total of all the most successful 
evangelism programs.      
 

A witness is a martyr.  Jesus declared this truth to His apostles. 
 

     But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to 
 Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."  Acts 1:8  
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Jesus used the term, martus, which refers to “a witness, record, martyr.” Other words associated in 
the Bible with martyr are martureo—”to bear witness, be a witness, to testify”; marturia—
”testimony, evidence”; marturion—”testimony, witness, proof, evidence”; and also marturomai—
”call to witness, testify, affirm.” These words are used 176 times in the New Testament alone. As a 
legal term, this includes all kinds of official witness: verbal, written, and other.  The witness saw, 
heard, or experienced something and was called to testify giving the truth and nothing but the truth.  
People can argue about many things, but it is very difficult, if not impossible, to argue with a 
changed life. Jesus Christ, the one who bore witness to the Father is still put on trial by the world 
today. Believers are called to be witnesses on His behalf. As a technical term, it also includes the 
willingness to suffer persecution, even to undergo a violent death as a faithful martyr.  

 

     "I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. And you hold fast to My name, 
 and did not deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed 
 among you, where Satan dwells.  Revelation 2:13 
 

They seal their testimony with their own blood (Acts 22:20). Many view this as absurd and the 
ultimate defeat, but it is a dynamic example of the overcoming attitude of the Christian witness. 

 

    And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did 
 not love their lives to the death. Revelation 12:11 

When personal evangelism is joined with these elements, believers are increasingly added to the 
Lord, including multitudes of men and women.  
 
 And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women,  Acts 5:14 

 

There is a tremendous responsibility of being witnesses for Christ. Although the authorities 
commanded the apostles not to speak or teach in the name of Jesus (Acts 4:18), they responded 
that they could not do so (Acts 4:20). They still would not refrain after being further threatened by 
the chief priests and elders. Instead they joined with the other believers for an incredible prayer 
session asking God to give them boldness to speak the word (Acts 4:29). God answered, as we 
mentioned in an earlier chapter, by shaking the place and filling them with the Holy Spirit so that 
they spoke the word with the boldness of the Holy Spirit (Acts 4:31). Believers are responsible for 
seeking to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Witness and proclamation are linked together just as 
witness and martyrdom. A Christian witness is a witness of Jesus Christ. The gospel of John 
contains seven testimonies about Jesus:  
 

1. Testimony of the Father (John 8:18) 
2. Testimony of the Son (John 8:13-20) 
3. Testimony of the Holy Spirit (John 15:26) 
4. Testimony of the Scriptures (John 5:39) 
5. Testimony of Jesus’ works (John 10:25) 
6. Testimony of John the Baptist (John 1:7; 3:26; 5:33-36) 
7. Testimony of the Disciples (John 15:27; 21:24) 

 

Jesus Christ is the Faithful and True Witness (Revelation 1:5; 3:14). Witnessing is a sobering           
responsibility in relation to Jesus’ words. 

 

     "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in 
 heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven. 
 Matthew  10:32-33  
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Peter publicly declared that salvation is found in no one else, but Christ. 
 

     Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
 which we must be saved."   Acts 4:12 

 

This was the message given to the Turkana people along the Sudanese border on January 23, 
2004. Nearly 300 villagers gathered to see the Jesus film and to hear the message that followed 
entitled, “No Other Name.” All received Christ that night in the desert wastelands. At least 100 were 
water baptized the next morning and a new church was planted. The people sang on the shores of 
Lake Turkana, “Salvation is a free gift and you cannot buy it.”    
 

Paul declared that he was not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.  
  

     For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone 
 who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.  Romans 1:16 

 

The redeemed bear witness to the Redeemer!   

 

Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, Whom He has redeemed from the hand of the enemy,      
Psalms 107:2 

 

Personal evangelism in the 21st century can do no less!  
 
  

Qualifications and Fundamentals 

The last days are characterized by perilous times (II Timothy 3:1). This describes a society 
increasingly barren of virtue while abounding with vices. Jesus warned the disciples to watch out 
that no one deceives you (Matthew 24:4, 24). John concludes that many deceivers have gone out 
into the world (II John 1:7). Politicians and journalists are not the only ones putting their own spin 
on things. There are false Christs, false prophets, and false teachers bringing false testimony 
shrouded with great signs and wonders (Matthew 24:24). The lying wonders (II Thessalonians 2:9) 
mirror the deceptive work of Satan through the spirit of the Antichrist, which is already in the world 
(I John 4:3).  
 

The Holy Spirit explicitly says that in the latter times some will depart from the faith (I 
Timothy 4:1). Paul also predicted a falling away before the day of Christ had come (II 
Thessalonians 2:3). Although the end times are characterized by great deception and apostasy, it 
is crucial we view the last days as the great strategic harvest. This means personal evangelism will 
flourish. The testimony of the Lord given by His chosen witnesses will prevail over the false 
testimony of false witnesses. Therefore, it is important, because we live in a day of so much 
deception, to understand certain qualifications and fundamentals associated with personal 
evangelism. 
 

Qualifications for Personal Evangelism:  
 

 A born again experience evidenced by repentance and a significant measure of life 
change or transformation. 

 A public affirmation that Jesus is Lord. 

 A working knowledge of the Scriptures. 

 A Christian lifestyle free of hypocrisy. 

 An earnest pursuit of the Holy Spirit’s power. 
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Fundamentals of Personal Evangelism: 
 

 Every Christian is a witness. 

 Every Christian is a miracle. 

 Every Christian has a miracle story to tell. 

 Every Christian has opportunities to witness 

 Every Christian has a helper. 

 Soul winning is aggressive work. 
 

 
The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who wins souls is wise.  Proverbs 11:30 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

1. The greatest impact upon the end time harvest will come through what avenue? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. The heart of personal evangelism is the simple, heart-felt need to _s______________ with 
 

 others the love and grace God has shown us in _C________________. 
 
 

3. Have you ever been in a situation where you felt ashamed to witness for Jesus?  How 
would you now handle this feeling of fear if it tries to surface in you again? 

 
 
 
 

4. “Nothing can replace the credible witness of a changed life.” 
 Describe in your own words what you believe this statement means. 
 
 
 
 

5. Consider the list of qualifications for evangelism as discussed on page 34 of this manual. 
It is our hope that you are born-again and have publicly affirmed that Jesus is Lord. Seek 
the Lord and ask the Holy Spirit to help you in those areas where you are weak and need 
to mature. 
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But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;  1 Peter 2:9 

  

Every Christian is a Witness 

Christians today may find it easy to assume the role of a spectator. After all, just 
appropriate the money, and we can find someone to plan and carry out the Christian mission for 
us. This spectator attitude is prevalent in today’s church. God’s word, however, does not call us to 
be spectators, but to be active participants in making known His saving grace to the whole world.  
God’s Word calls us to actively share and proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of the 
Living God. This directs us toward active communication, active relationships, and a genuine 
concern for others. For Christians, there is the startling realization underlying what it means to 
witness—AN ACTIVE FAITH IS A WITNESSING FAITH!  It is true that some are specifically called 
and ordained by God to be apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers (Eph. 4:11), but 
every Christian is called to be a witness. 
 

We are called in God’s word. When Jesus taught His disciples that they were the light of 
the world, He meant it. He also meant it when he told them to let their light shine.  
 

 "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp 
 and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your 
 light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 Matthew 5:14-16 
 

God calls us to shine for Jesus that others may see. He is the “bright Morning Star” (Revelation 
22:16), and in Him God provides all the light we need if we only let Him turn the switch on. No 
matter how we interpret this call to evangelize, it involves going and doing. It involves telling, 
loving, proclaiming, doing good works—it involves witnessing. These are the marching orders for 
every Christian throughout the ages: to be about the Father’s business of spreading the good news 
of Jesus Christ. 

 

Every Christian Has a Miracle Story to Tell 
 

   For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
 not perish but have everlasting life.  John 3:16 

 

This is the most famous verse in all the Scriptures. It has been rightly called, “The Gospel 
in a Nutshell” and indeed it is. For each Christian, it marks the beginning of the story. It is the story 
of God’s endless love for His whole creation including all mankind. That includes us. Jesus died 
and was raised from the dead for our salvation. There can be no greater love than this!   
 

When the famous radio voice of the late Paul Harvey paused for a commercial break, he 
rountinely said, “In a minute, the rest of the story...” The rest of the story for us can only be realized 
in a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. We cannot even begin to grasp the far-
reaching power of God’s love until His story becomes our story. In Jesus, this is what happens and 
it is nothing short of a miracle. Every Christian is a miracle of God’s love! The same love, the same 
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power of the Word and Spirit that pierced the hearts of Simon Peter, Nicodemus, the Roman 
Centurion, the Samaritan woman, and countless others has also reached our hearts. Because of 
this wondrous love, we believe. We trust in the power of God’s word and we step out in faith to 
witness for Christ.  Some think that they have to do or experience something great in the world’s 
eyes to have anything to share with others. This is foolishness—since God had already       
performed the miracle above all miracles in our hearts! EVERY CHRISTIAN HAS A MIRACLE 
STORY TO TELL!  Jesus Christ comes into our hearts and the story unfolds in our lives through 
the ongoing presence and activity of the Holy Spirit. 

 

     Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the 
 Holy Spirit who was given to us. Romans 5:5 
 

 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 Romans 5:8 
 

The fact that Christians are called by God to be witnesses and have been given a story to 
tell must never be separated from its purpose. God desires that none should perish. We need to 
always remember this when sharing our faith with others. 

 

     The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward 
 us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.  2 Peter 3:9 

 

God’s purpose is obvious—that others may believe and receive the same promise of everlasting 
life He has given to us. There are more than enough rooms in the Father’s house. Jesus has 
prepared a place for us and for anyone we can win to Him. 

 

In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; 
that where I am, there you may be also. And where I go you know, and the way you know."        
John 14:2-4 

 

Just think about this. We actually participate in building up the kingdom of heaven. See what 
special people He has made us to entrust us with this message for others. Yes! We have a story to 
tell and that is why we tell it.     

 

When, What, and How to Share the Story with Others 

Even though God has given us the story to share, we can still make excuses not to share 
what we have been given. Often we tend to limit our witness to attending church, singing in the 
choir, or serving on a committee. Without minimizing their importance, God’s word calls us beyond 
“Sunday only” to a life of witnessing for Jesus. From the moment we say, “I believe,” everything 
bears witness to Jesus Christ. Of course, one of the classic excuses some Christians use is “I don’t 
have any opportunities!” We do not have to look very far in today’s world to find people hungry to 
hear and receive the good news of Jesus, to be fed and clothed in His name which is above all 
names. Opportunities daily surround us and we are called upon daily to witness for Christ. There 
are opportunities! We grow and gain momentum as His witnesses when we pursue the 
opportunities set before us. 

 

     But sanctify the Lord God[a] in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who 
 asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;  1 Peter 3:15 

 

What we share or emphasize may vary with the given situation. God’s word, however, 
gives us several truths to guide what we share so we can clearly identify a Christian witness as 
being truly Christian. One obvious truth is that we believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living 
God. He is our Savior and the Lord of all. He is the One for whom we witness. A CHRISTIAN 

http://www.bible.gospelcom.net/passage/?search=1%20peter%203:15;&version=50;#fen-NKJV-30437a#fen-NKJV-30437a
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WITNESS IS NEVER SEPARATED FROM THE NAME OF JESUS! We lift Him up; we hold Him 
high for others to see. We speak of Him. We let them know that in Christ God loves them and 
wants their lives to have meaning and purpose.   

 

     The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have 
 life, and that they may have it more abundantly.  John 10:10 

 

Christians, therefore, proclaim to others repentance and forgiveness of all their sins in Christ’s 
name—that in Him God loves them now. This is good news! 

 

     Then He said to them, "Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise 
 from the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His 
 name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of these things.  Luke 24:46-48 

 

A spiritual leader once said that people know that you love them when you visit them in 
their homes. How true this is in witnessing! Christ gives His peace to every Christian to extend to 
others. In fact, when our Lord sent the twelve and the seventy He instructed them to share His 
peace (Matthew 10:1-15; Luke 10:1-9). The Greek word for peace is the equivalent of the Hebrew 
word shalom. It refers to “the welfare and health of the whole person.” This is God’s peace and it is 
comforting. It passes all understanding. Jesus is the Prince of Peace. A CHRISTIAN WITNESS IS 
NEVER WITHOUT THE SHARING OF HIS PEACE!     
 

One final truth is that God’s people do the work of an evangelist with enthusiasm. A 
CHRISTIAN WITNESS IS NEVER WITHOUT AN EXCITED SOUL FOR JESUS! This certainly 
does not mean we are never disappointed when our witness receives opposition or when we 
experience the normal problems of everyday life. Rather, it means that our hearts rejoice and give 
thanks to the Lord regardless of how we feel. 

 

     Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! Philippians 4:4 
 

 So they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer 
 shame for His name. And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and 
 preaching Jesus as the Christ.  Acts 5:41-42 
  

God is simply greater than our problems. He is greater than our moods and feelings. Being              
enthusiastic for Christ is, above all, living in Him and He in us. This is why new converts are so       
effective in winning those around them to Christ. So, we delight to testify to the Lord’s greatness.  
And we rejoice in the Lord together with all the host of heaven over even one person who receives 
Jesus. 
 

 Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels  of God over one sinner who 
 repents."  Luke 15:10 
 

Many believers are concerned with the question, “How to witness?” It is important to 
understand that we are called to witness in both word and deed. There is a story about a man who 
was badly hurt in a steel mill accident. As he lay dying he kept screaming, “Someone please help 
me meet God!” About a hundred men passively stood by and watched. No one came forward. One 
of those men was an elder in a local church. When he sadly told his pastor what had happened, 
the pastor was bewildered and angered at the elder. “What is the matter with you!” he exclaimed to 
the elder. “Why didn’t you step forward?” “I couldn’t,” said the elder, “because the life I was living at 
the mill had not been that of a Christian.”   
 

Christians must be doers of the word. Of course, there is the familiar saying that “actions 
speak louder than words.” Although that may be true, it does not exclude talking about Christ. We 
cannot merely assume that others realize what we do is in the name of Jesus. Christians need to 
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also tell them! Word and deed are inseparable. They must support one another to effectively 
witness the love of Christ to others. This also includes our Christian friends because our witness 
does not neglect the household of faith.   
 

 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 
 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household 
 of faith. Galatians 6:9-10     
 
Guidelines for Personal Evangelism 

     Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. Let your speech always be with 
 grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one. Colossians 4:5-6  

 

Paul addresses the above message to Christians. Underlying this message is the 
assumption that we abide (literally remain and continue) in Jesus; that we trust in Him and live for 
Him. This further implies that we are praying for God to open doors for us to declare the good 
news. Christians, therefore, remain willing, prepared, and empowered in Jesus to share Him with 
others. We can do nothing apart from Jesus! This fact governs all we say and do as His witnesses.  
So, abiding in Him, we conduct ourselves wisely toward those who are without Him.   
  

     "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without 
 Me you can do nothing. John 15:5  
  

Because of the vital importance of the Gospel message and the urgency in sharing it with 
others, the manner with which we share is of equal importance. Paul provides us with three 
guidelines for personal witnessing in Colossians 4:5-6. These guidelines concern our time, our 
approach, and our awareness. The first guideline is to make the most of the time in order to take 
advantage of every opportunity. Time here refers to a particular moment or season. Therefore, we 
strive to live every moment for Christ and to make good use of every occasion to share Him with 
others. Furthermore, we are sensitive when our witness may turn a person off rather than win him 
to Christ. We learn when to speak and when to be quiet. We learn to speak naturally and 
spontaneously about our faith. God invites us to use every favorable occasion for testifying to our 
faith. Christians expect, find, and are prepared for opportunities to share Jesus! 
 

The second guideline concerns our approach. We need the right approach. Our attitudes 
and actions must be conducive to winning a person to Christ. “Let your conversation always be 
with grace, seasoned with salt.” This means we should approach others in pleasantness and 
attractiveness—not dull, but lively in the faith. Our testimonies must give evidence of a life 
“seasoned with salt” or rooted in Jesus. If not, our words for Him will lack any real flavor for the 
hearer. There is a saying that, “a loving spirit makes a lovable character.” Of course, the best 
description of Christian love is found in the 13th chapter of First Corinthians. This is commonly 
called, “The Great Chapter of Love.” This love is what controls our hearts. Christians let love rule!  
As a result, we bring many to Christ by pleasantly making friends and by testifying to a lively faith in 
Him that is exemplified in our lives.   
 

The third guideline for personal evangelism is “know how you ought to answer each one.”  
This guideline concerns our awareness. As God’s representatives, we are in the people business.  
Christians need to be aware of people. We specialize in people. We need to be tuned into their 
individual needs. We must love and respect them as unique individuals created in the image of 
God. Christians recognize and respond to the needs of the personal situation at hand. Our 
approach, then, fits the situation. We demonstrate a lack of wisdom when we come in with a fixed 
and rigid agenda to aggressively try to force it upon another. But show a person some genuine 
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care and understanding by what we say and do, and we will see the beginning of a growing 
relationship—with the Lord and with one another. Just a touch of Jesus’ love and understanding 
makes all the difference in personal witnessing. 
 
Roadblocks to Effective Witnessing 

     Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 
 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.  Therefore do 
 not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the 
 sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God,  2 Timothy 1:6-8 
 

Any testimony for Christ requires a certain degree of spiritual common sense in 
communication. As we gain more experience in witnessing, we will discover there are some 
roadblocks to effectively sharing Jesus with others. The most obvious roadblock for many believers 
is fear and timidity. This condition is overcome in two ways. One is by really understanding the 
depth and breath of God’s love for us and each person on the face of the earth.  
 

 For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; and 
 He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for 
 them and rose again. Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though 
 we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer. Therefore, if 
 anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have 
 become new.   2 Corinthians 5:14-17  

 

His love compels or constrains us. The Greek word sunecho literally means “to hold together” or 
“take in siege” or “arrest as a prisoner.” When Christ’s love has really captured our hearts, fear is 
driven out! 
 

 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who 
 fears has not been made perfect in love. We love Him because He first loved us. 1 John 4:18-19 
 

We also combat fear by simply praying for boldness as the first Christians did. They received a 
fresh infilling of the Holy Spirit equipping them with a powerful endowment to speak the word with 
boldness (Acts 4:29-31). 
  

Another roadblock on the opposite end of the spectrum is trying to force a commitment out 
of a person we are witnessing to when, in fact, his heart may not be ready to receive the Lord’s 
message. The old saying, “You can lead a horse to water but you can’t make him drink,” holds true 
in sharing Christ. For each individual, Christ remains a personal decision. We don’t need to be 
impatient with those we are sharing with. God’s word will not return empty! He is watching to see 
that it is fulfilled. 
 

 Then the LORD said to me, "You have seen well, for I am ready to perform My word."  Jeremiah 1:12 
  

A third roadblock is bombarding the person with Scripture verses. Other Christians may be 
able to handle a variety of Bible quotations at one time, but to expect non-Christians to do so 
borders on the ridiculous. The Scripture that is shared needs to be clear and appropriate.   
 

Another common roadblock in personal evangelism is giving quick or patented answers to 
questions that belong to God and God alone. A good example would be questions pertaining to His 
judgment. People like to ask Christians such questions to see if they can get a rise out of them.  
Don’t take the bait when this happens. Remember, one of the guidelines for personal witnessing is 
knowing how we should answer each person. We also need not be afraid to say, “I don’t know!” in 
such situations nor should we be afraid to boldly testify to what we know—Jesus is the answer!   
 

There are many roadblocks to effective witnessing. Most simply involve poor 
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communication. People do not respond too favorably to Christians who consistently tell them 
what’s wrong with them and seldom say anything good to them or encourage them. We need to 
listen to where they are in life. Spiritual pride and arrogance cannot communicate Christ’s love to 
people. None of us are perfect. We must realize that when we look into the mirror we are not 
seeing the finished product. God is forever working with us, even when we make mistakes in 
witnessing. There is a fundamental truth to guide every Christian in witnessing for Christ. The 
forgiveness we have received; the grace to fail, grow, and mature in Christ each day; and the 
comfort we receive daily from the presence of the Holy Spirit are for everyone. In our 
communication, we must be diligent to extend to others all we have  received from Jesus.   
 

 

Every Christian Has a Helper 

We will experience times when we simply fail to adequately share Christ with others.  
Although we make mistakes, we do not lose heart. Jesus has not left us desolate. We have a 
Helper—the Holy Spirit.  EVERY CHRISTIAN HAS A HELPER! The Spirit is a gift from our 
heavenly Father. After all, what is there that God won’t give us in Jesus? The truth of the matter is 
that Christians must have the Holy Spirit to effectively witness for Jesus. We are totally dependent 
upon Him. He alone gives us the power to be Christ’s witnesses. Time and time again, Christians 
testify that the Holy Spirit is the perfect gentleman. He guides and comforts us. Even our worst 
blunders in witnessing cannot thwart the Spirit’s constant movement to reach and inspire hearts to 
faith in Jesus Christ. The importance and urgency of sharing the message continues unmatched.  
With the power of the Holy Spirit, we can witness with confidence!  
 

 
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

(Act 1:8 NKJ) 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

1. Is every Christian called to be a witness? 
 
 
 

2. Every Christian is a _m_________________ of God’s love. 
 
 

3. What is God’s purpose for witnessing? 
 

 

 

 

4. _O_______________________________ surrounds us every day and we are called upon 
 

 daily to give witness to Jesus Christ. 
 
 

5. Describe some of the truths which should guide what we share and show that our witness 
is distinctly a Christian witness. 

 
 
 

6. Christians must be _d________________ of the word. 
 
 

7. List and explain the three guidelines for personal witnessing as given in Colossians 4:5-6. 
 

 1. 
 
 
 
 2. 
 
 
 
 3. 
 
 

8. What are some of the roadblocks to effective witnessing?  How can you personally seek to 
 overcome these roadblocks in your Christian witness? 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Every Christian has a _h______________ in sharing his or her Christian witness.  Who is 
this? 
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  "You are my witnesses," declares the LORD, "and My servant whom I have chosen, so that you may know 

and believe Me and understand that I am He. Before me there was no God formed,  
nor shall there be after Me.  Isaiah 43:10 

 

The Ark of the Testimony 

In the Old Testament, God gave Moses precise instructions on building the Tabernacle.  
The most   sacred place was called the Holy of Holies, and it was separated by the curtain that was 
torn from top to bottom immediately after Jesus was crucified. Within the veil was the Ark of the 
Testimony. It was called such because Moses was told to put the Testimony, which God would 
give him, into this Ark. 

 

You shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the Testimony that I will 
give you. And there I will meet with you, and I will speak with you from above the mercy seat, from 
between the two cherubim which are on the ark of the Testimony, about everything which I will give 
you in commandment to the children of Israel.  Exodus 25:21-22 

 

The Hebrew word eduth means “testimony” or “witness.” The Ark of the Testimony 
contained three things according to the Book of Hebrews: 
 
 This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron's staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the 
 covenant.  Hebrews 9:4b NIV   
 

These items within this very sacred box or chest provided a testimony for all generations that God 
was indeed the one true God and there was no other. The jar of manna reminded them of God’s 
provision in the wilderness; Aaron’s staff reminded them of His mighty acts; and the two stone 
tablets reminded them of the importance of the law as God’s standard of holiness for His people. It 
is also significant to note that the lid of the ark was called the “atonement cover” or “mercy seat.” 
This testified of God’s redeeming grace through the shed blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
detailed construction of the Tabernacle actually depicts the future redemption in Christ. 
 

For every house is built by someone, but He who built all things is God. And Moses indeed was 
faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which would be 
spoken afterward, but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the 
confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.  Hebrews 3:4-6 

 

 Although there is a frantic search for the original Ark today, Christians do not have to look too far.  
The Ark of the Testimony is within us! God builds and places the Testimony within each one of us 
in Christ and the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

A Biblical Structure for Evangelistic Testimonies 

During the early days of what we have come to know as the charismatic renewal 
movement, the sharing of personal testimonies was a very important part of every Christian 
gathering. People were glued to their chairs as the newly redeemed would speak of how Jesus had 
changed their lives. Over time, though, the testimonies that were publicly given appeared lopsided 
with long dissertations on the former life and something about Jesus tacked quickly at the end. As 

 

CHAPTER 7 

GOD’S BLUEPRINT FOR EVANGELISTIC TESTIMONIES  
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a result, there was a tendency to glorify the former life of the individual. In addition, those 
Christians who had led a somewhat normal life were left feeling that their testimonies were 
somehow impotent because they had not lived a life of drugs and utter destruction before coming 
to Christ. Nothing could be further from the truth! The personal testimony within every believer is 
unique and powerful for the glory of God. It is the Ark of the Testimony within each of us!      

 

The Bible provides us with an excellent example of an evangelistic testimony. In fact, Paul 
shares his complete testimony three times in the Scriptures (Acts 22:3-21; 26:2-23; Galatians 1:13-
24).  In addition, the details of his actual conversion are recorded in chapter nine of Acts for us to 
compare. The charts that follow will assist us to examine the remarkable structure, balance, and 
uniqueness of Paul’s testimony.   
 

 

 

Acts 22:3-5 (Before Christ) Acts 22:6-16 (Conversion) Acts 22:17-21 (Life in Christ) 

Then he said: “I am indeed a Jew, born 
in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in 
this city at the feet of Gamaliel, taught 
according to the strictness of our 
fathers’ law, and was zealous toward 
God as you all are today. I persecuted 
this Way to the death, binding and 
delivering into prisons both men and 
women, as also the high priest bears 
me witness, and all the council of the 
elders, from whom I also received 
letters to the brethren, and went to 
Damascus to bring in chains even 
those who were there to Jerusalem to 
be punished. 

. 
 
 
 

98 words 
 

 
 
 
                264 words 
 

 

“Now it happened, as I journeyed and 
came near Damascus at about noon, 
suddenly a great light from heaven 
shone around me. And I fell to the 
ground and heard a voice saying to 
me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting Me?’ So I answered, ‘Who 
are You, Lord?’ And He said to me, ‘I 
am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are 
persecuting.’  “And those who were 
with me indeed saw the light and were 
afraid, but they did not hear the voice 
of Him who spoke to me. So I said, 
‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord 
said to me, ‘Arise and go into 
Damascus, and there you will be told 
all things which are appointed for you 
to do.’ And since I could not see for the 
glory of that light, being led by the hand 
of those who were with me, I came into 
Damascus.“Then a certain Ananias, a 
devout man according to the law, 
having a good testimony with all the 
Jews who dwelt there, came to me; 
and he stood and said to me, ‘Brother 
Saul, receive your sight.’ And at that 
same hour I looked up at him. Then he 
said, ‘The God of our fathers has 
chosen you that you should know His 
will, and see the Just One, and hear the 
voice of His mouth. For you will be His 
witness to all men of what you have 
seen and heard. And now why are you 
waiting? Arise and be baptized, and 
wash away your sins, calling on the 
name of the Lord.’ 

 

“Now it happened, when I returned to 
Jerusalem and was praying in the 
temple, that I was in a trance and saw 
Him saying to me, ‘Make haste and get 
out of Jerusalem quickly, for they will 
not receive your testimony concerning 
Me.’ So I said, ‘Lord, they know that in 
every synagogue I imprisoned and 
beat those who believe on You. And 
when the blood of Your martyr Stephen 
was shed, I also was standing by 
consenting to his death, and guarding 
the clothes of those who were killing 
him.’ Then He said to me, ‘Depart, for I 
will send you far from here to the 
Gentiles.’” 

 
108 words 
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Each of these two examples reveal a structure that is in three parts: Before Christ (B.C.); 
the conversion experience itself; and what life in Christ is like now. The number of words show us 
that there is a reasonable balance in his testimony. There is, however, some variation in the length 
of the parts and this is most likely due to the uniqueness that is always present in different 
contexts. This demonstrates that Paul is being led by the Holy Spirit in what is to be emphasized in 
each situation. It means this is not a “canned” testimony. Let us take a look at one more example 
from the book of Galatians. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acts 26:2-11 (Before Christ) 

 

 

 

Acts 26:12-18 (Conversion) 

 

 

 

Acts 26:19-23 (Life in Christ) 

“I think myself happy, King Agrippa, 
because today I shall answer for 
myself before you concerning all the 
things of which I am accused by the 
Jews, especially because you are 
expert in all customs and questions 
which have to do with the Jews. 
Therefore I beg you to hear me 
patiently. “My manner of life from my 
youth, which was spent from the 
beginning among my own nation at 
Jerusalem, all the Jews know. They 
knew me from the first, if they were 
willing to testify, that according to the 
strictest sect of our religion I lived a 
Pharisee. And now I stand and am 
judged for the hope of the promise 
made by God to our fathers. To 
this promise our twelve tribes, 
earnestly serving God night and day, 
hope to attain. For this hope’s sake, 
King Agrippa, I am accused by the 
Jews. Why should it be thought 
incredible by you that God raises the 
dead? “Indeed, I myself thought I must 
do many things contrary to the name 
of Jesus of Nazareth. This I also did in 
Jerusalem, and many of the saints I 
shut up in prison, having received 
authority from the chief priests; and 
when they were put to death, I cast my 
vote against them. And I punished 
them often in every synagogue and 
compelled them to blaspheme; and 
being exceedingly enraged against 
them, I persecuted them even to 
foreign cities. 
 

“While thus occupied, as I journeyed to 
Damascus with authority and 
commission from the chief priests, at 
midday, O king, along the road I saw a 
light from heaven, brighter than the 
sun, shining around me and those who 
journeyed with me. And when we all 
had fallen to the ground, I heard a 
voice speaking to me and saying in the 
Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why 
are you persecuting Me? It is hard for 
you to kick against the goads.’ So I 
said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He 
said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting. But rise and stand on 
your feet; for I have appeared to you 
for this purpose, to make you a 
minister and a witness both of the 
things which you have seen and of the 
things which I will yet reveal to you. I 
will deliver you from the Jewish 
people, as well as from the Gentiles, to 
whom I now send you, to open their 
eyes, in order to turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan to God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins and an inheritance 
among those who are sanctified by 
faith in Me.’ 

 

201 words 
 

238 words 

“Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not 
disobedient to the heavenly vision, but 
declared first to those in Damascus 
and in Jerusalem, and throughout all 
the region of Judea, and then to the 
Gentiles, that they should repent, turn 
to God, and do works befitting 
repentance. For these reasons the 
Jews seized me in the temple and tried 
to kill me. Therefore, having obtained 
help from God, to this day I stand, 
witnessing both to small and great, 
saying no other things than those 
which the prophets and Moses said 
would come—that the Christ would 
suffer, that He would be the first to rise 
from the dead, and would proclaim 
light to the Jewish people and to the 
Gentiles.” 

 
 

119 words 
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Galatians 1:13-14 (Before Christ) Galatians 1:15-17 (Conversion) Galatians 1:18-24 (Life in Christ) 

For you have heard of my former 
conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted 
the church of God beyond measure 
and tried to destroy it. And I advanced 
in Judaism beyond many of my 
contemporaries in my own nation, 
being more exceedingly zealous for 
the traditions of my fathers. 
 

 

48 words 

But when it pleased God, who 
separated me from my mother’s womb 
and called me through His grace, to 
reveal His Son in me, that I might 
preach Him among the Gentiles, I did 
not immediately confer with flesh and 
blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to 
those who were apostles before me; 
but I went to Arabia, and returned 
again to Damascus. 
 

65 words 

Then after three years I went up to 
Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained 
with him fifteen days. But I saw none 
of the other apostles except James, 
the Lord’s brother.  (Now concerning 
the things which I write to you, indeed, 
before God, I do not lie.) Afterward I 
went into the regions of Syria and 
Cilicia. And I was unknown by face to 
the churches of Judea which were in 
Christ. But they were hearing only, “He 
who formerly persecuted us now 
preaches the faith which he once tried 
to destroy.” And they glorified God in 
me. 
 

 

98 words 

 

Releasing the Testimony within Us 

The testimony of the Lord has been given to each of us who name the name of Christ.  
Here are just a few suggestions of how to boldly release your testimony in power: 
 

 Identify the key points of your life before Christ, at conversion, and your present life 
in Christ. 

 Write down your testimony.  

 Rehearse giving your testimony, making adjustments for different situations. 

 Pray for boldness and the power of the Holy Spirit as well as for open doors to share 
your faith. 

 Do the work of an evangelist, planting and reaping with joy.   
      

And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great 
grace was upon them all. Acts 4:33 

 

 
Speaking the Word with Boldness 

 There’s a tremendous fear among many who do not follow Christ, including nations and 
false religions. What’s the fear? Why can’t they just let Christians alone? Why are they so bent on 
destroying Christianity? It’s the same fear that existed before and after the resurrection of Lazarus 
from the dead. 
 

Then the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council and said, "What shall we do? For this 
Man works many signs. "If we let Him alone like this, everyone will believe in Him, and the Romans 
will come and take away both our place and nation." (John 11:47-48) 

 
But the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death also, because on account of him many of the 
Jews went away and believed in Jesus. (John 12:10-11) 
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 The same fear opposed believers in the early church with repeated threats and even 
beatings to stop them from speaking about Jesus and the words of this life. Their response, 
though, was what our brothers and sisters in Northeast India call “mass prayer.”  Take a close look 
at this biblical example and the results. 
 

So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and said: "Lord, You are 
God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them, "who by the mouth of Your 
servant David have said: `Why did the nations rage, And the people plot vain things? The kings of the 
earth took their stand, And the rulers were gathered together Against the LORD and against His 
Christ.' "For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together "to do whatever Your hand 
and Your purpose determined before to be done. "Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your 
servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, "by stretching out Your hand to heal, and 
that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus." And when they 
had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. (Acts 4:24-31) 

 
The Greek word for boldness in the above passage is parrhesia. The New Spirit-Filled Life Bible 
defines this divine empowerment in the following way: 
 

“Outspokenness, unreserved utterance, freedom of speech, with frankness, candor, cheerful courage, and 
the opposite of cowardice, timidity, or fear. Here it denotes a divine enablement that comes to ordinary and 
unprofessional people exhibiting spiritual power and authority. It also refers to a clear presentation of the 
gospel without being ambiguous or unintelligible. Parrhesia is not a human quality but a result of being filled 
with the Holy Spirit.” (New Spirit-Filled Life Bible, p. 1497)  

 
 Notice that God responded with divine enablement when God’s people came together and 
raised their voices in one accord in prayer. Christians are praying like this all over the world and 
are effectively speaking the word with boldness. However, “mass prayer” is rather uncommon in 
churches throughout the United States and Canada. There’s even some resistance to the practice, 
but the fact remains that every believer needs the boldness that comes from God to effectively 
witness for Christ.  
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Discussion Questions: 
 

1. The books of Exodus and Hebrews tell us what items were contained within the Old 
Testament Ark of the Testimony.  What were these three items? 

 
 
 
 
 

2. Where should Christians today look when searching for the “Ark of the Testimony”? 
 

 
3. In evangelistic testimonies, there can be a tendency to _g_______________ the 

_f_________ life of an individual.  Is this appropriate? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 

4. As a believer, how should you respond when others want you to focus and share on the 
details of your former life rather than focus on the saving power of Jesus Christ? 

 
 
 
 

5. Examine the examples of evangelistic testimonies given in this chapter.  What do you note  
 about the details and structure of these testimonies? 
 

 

 

 

 

6. Write down your testimony (and consider the suggestions given in this chapter.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. How do you respond to the biblical practice of “mass prayer.” 
 

 

 

 



 50 

 

 

 

 

 
Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying,…  Acts 6:1  

 

The Increase of God 
 

Evangelism is the key to the numerical growth of the church. Although we must not forget 
the time of small beginnings (Zechariah 4:10), we must also take note that there will be growth in 
numbers. Like one saint said, “Little is much when God is in it.”  This is so true; however, with God 
little shall eventually become very big. The early church moved from addition to multiplication as a 
result of the power of the Holy Spirit and their obedience to share Christ everywhere. What do we 
expect the end time harvest to be like for us? We are going to have to get used to astronomical 
growth pretty quickly. God knows how far he has assigned us to reach and it will involve 
exponential growth. 
 

We, however, will not boast beyond measure, but within the limits of the sphere which God appointed 

us—a sphere which especially includes you.  2 Corinthians 10:13 
 

As long as believers hold onto Christ, who is the Head of the church, and pursue the power of the 
Holy Spirit, God will cause the church to grow according to His divine purpose and plan. 
 

…and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints 

and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.  Colossians 2:19 
 

I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. So then neither he who plants is anything, nor 

he who waters, but God who gives the increase.  1 Corinthians 3:6-7 
 

Our God is a God of increase. First, God’s plan is for the individual members of the body of 
Christ to increase in faith (2 Corinthians 10:15), strength (Acts 9:22), and knowledge of God 
(Colossians 1:10). This is also an essential part of God’s multiplication plan.      
 
Multiplication is God’s Plan  

The vision of multiplication was and continues to be God’s plan from the beginning. It is a 
truth that we all need to understand for the time in which we live. This is confirmed in the Scriptures 
with at least five areas of truth: 
 

 Creation Truth (Genesis 1:22,28; 9:1,7) 

 Covenant Truth (Genesis 17:1,2,7; Hebrews 6:13-15) 

 Redemptive Truth (Deuteronomy 13:17-18) 

 Harvest Truth (Matthew 9:37; 2 Corinthians 9:10) 

 Church Truth (Acts 9:31) 
 

In addition, the Bible speaks of five things that are included in God’s vision of 
multiplication.  Each of these items pertained to the harvest during the first 35 years of the church. 
They are also applicable to the end time harvest. In other words, just as each of these multiplied in 
the early church, they shall do even more so today.   

 

 

CHAPTER 8 

THE VISION OF MULTIPLICATION  
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 The number of disciples (Acts 6:1,7) 

 The word of God (Acts 6:7;12:24) 

 The number of churches (Acts 9:31) 

 Signs, Wonders, and Miracles (John 14:12; Acts 4:30; 5:14-16) 

 The seed sown and the fruit (Luke 6:38; 2 Corinthians 9:10) 
 

The vision of multiplication requires an exponential mindset for the exponential growth we 
will face in the end time harvest. Note that an exponent is “the symbol or advocate placed above or 
after another symbol to denote the power to which the latter is to be raised.” Every banker 
understands this principle as it apply to mortgages, etc., but it seems few in the body of Christ 
really understand God’s multiplication plans. Let us examine just one of the above to get the point.   
 

Signs, wonders, and miracles are going to multiply in the present age beyond anything we 
have ever known. How do we know this? First, we have the prophetic word from Jesus Himself.   

 

     Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater 
 works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.  John 14:12  

 

Jesus uses the future tense so we know that this is a prophetic word for the early church as well as 
the church today. The Greek word meizon means “larger, greater, more in scope and number.”  
Secondly, we have the example of the early church. 
 

     Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 
 Acts 2:43 
 

And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people.     
Acts 5:12a 

 

Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to Barnabas and Paul declaring how many miracles 

and wonders God had worked through them among the Gentiles. Acts 15:12 
 

Two more Greek words are used in these verses. The word polus means “large in number,       
abundant, plenteous” and hosos means “how great, many, much, so many more.” This proves that 
Jesus was referring to the quantity of miracles and not the quality. After all, who could do a better 
quality miracle than Jesus?   
 

There is a distinction between signs, wonders, and miracles that give us further 
understanding of their importance in evangelism: 

 

 Miracles (dunamis) - “works of power”  

 Signs (semeion) - “tokens, marks, signals that point to God” 

 Wonders (teras) - “supernatural and unexplainable occurrences or acts that cause 
the observer to marvel or be in awe” 

 

This leads us to the purpose of signs, wonders, and miracles: 
 

 Work deliverance (Deuteronomy 6:22-23; 26:8-10) 

 Establish Christ’s identity and authority on earth (Nehemiah 9:10; Jeremiah 32:20-
21; Matthew 4:23-25; Acts 2:22) 

 Confirm God’s word (Mark 16:20; Hebrews 2:4) 

 Bear witness that Jesus is Lord (John 10:35; Acts 2:22; Hebrews 2:4) 

 Demonstrate God’s power (1 Corinthians 2:4-5; Acts 19:11-12; Romans 15:18-19) 

 Cause people to believe in Jesus (John 4:48; 10:37-38; Acts 5:12-16; 8:6,13; 15:12; 
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Romans 15:18-19) 

 Multiply Christ’s ministry through Spirit-empowered believers (Mark 16:17-18; John 
14:12) 

 Verify apostolic ministry (2 Corinthians 12:12) 
 

The working of miracles is high on God’s priority list. It is one of the nine manifestation gifts 
of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:10). It is listed fourth in order of the level of anointing in the 
church (1 Corinthians 12:28-29). It also requires great faith to be involved with the multiplying of 
miracles (Galatians 3:5). One thing to note here is that a healing explosion is evidence that a 
multiplying of signs, wonders, and miracles is taking place. Look at this Biblical chart recording the 
types of miracles in the four Gospels. 
 
 

17 Bodily cures 49% 

9 Over forces of nature 25% 

6 Cures of demoniacs 17% 

3 Raised from the dead 9% 

10 References Multiple miracles 

including        healings 

 

45 Total  Signs, wonders, 

miracles 

 

 
 
We can easily see how this all relates to evangelism and the end time harvest. 
 
Opposition to God’s Multiplication 

The world is concerned about the multiplication of God’s people on the face of the earth.  
There are clear signs that the Muslim hold upon Africa is weakening due to the loving, yet powerful 
advance of the gospel of Jesus Christ. For this reason, Muslims are increasingly resorting to 
violence in their attempt to expand their control. Of course this will not work because of God’s plan 
of multiplication. The following list reveals that opposition to God’s plan is nothing new and will 
follow similar and identifiable patterns today. There will be resistance from several directions: 
 

 Government (Exodus 1:8-10) 

 Religion (Acts 4:1,17) 

 Business (Acts 16:19) 

 Concerted effort of the three (Acts 17:5-6) 
 

We overcome this opposition just as believers did in the early church.   
 

 



 53 

A Full House  

The Lord of the Harvest will not be satisfied with anything less than a full house. This is 
why Jesus has called us to go out quickly and get them.   
 

So that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house, being 
angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the 
poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.’ And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you 
commanded, and still there is room.’ Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways 
and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.  Luke 14:21-23 

 

The above passage is from the Parable of the Great Banquet. It may be better named, “The 
Parable of the Full House” as it addresses our role to go and bring them in. 
 

We also need to understand that the end time harvest of souls requires very precise 
obedience. Jesus knows where to cast the nets. 
 

And He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they 
cast, and now they were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish.  John 21:6 

 

We must receive and obey His strategy and commands in order to experience the multiplication       
explained in this chapter. Are we prepared for a miraculous catch? 
 

Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and fifty-three; and 
although there were so many, the net was not broken.  John 21:11 

 
Present Truth 

One thing to remember is that we walk in present truth. 
 

For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of these things, though you know and are 

established in the present truth.  2 Peter 1:12 
 

Present truth is what can be termed a “propositional revelation” where God proposes a truth in the 
here and now that will be otherwise hidden if it is not boldly spoken forth and acted upon with a 
high degree of faith. The truth or rhema (an utterance of present truth given to an individual, family, 
or church) that is revealed must always be confirmed in God’s word and with leadership. It will do 
well to conclude this study of personal evangelism with present truth for us and for the church 
today, as well as a prophetic word. Although the prophetic word was given in 1997, it is more than 
relevant for today.   
 

Present Truth for Us: 
 

 Know the time—awaken, cast off works of darkness. Put on the armor of light. Walk 
properly in Christ (Romans 13:11-14).  Jesus says the fields are already ripe for harvest 
(John 4:35). 

 Instantly press into Jesus—keep a tight grip on him.  Press in and we can press on. 

 Hear the word of God—There may be something God wants to say to you or to the 
church. 

 Act on the rhema word of God—Pray and obey! 

 Openly call for God’s help—especially when we feel like we are sinking. 
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 Fear not! 

 Forsake all for Jesus. 

 Follow Him to the end. 

 Strategize with Jesus—in all that He desires to accomplish (Luke 9:30-31) 
 
Present Truth for the Church: 
 

 Go on! Not back! - Forget what lies behind.  We were called out of Egypt and we will not 
go down there for help. 

 Partnership with the Lord Jesus Christ—Whatever He is doing, we get to do it with Him. 

 Cast all the nets into the harvest field—both at home at abroad without delay. 

 Take acts of faith—Obey without hesitation when certain of God’s perfect will. 

 Take our cities and towns for Christ—Make it difficult for anyone to go to hell from this 
region. 

 Plant new, healthy churches—throughout our region and the world. 

 Mobilize, equip, empower, and release the Lazarus generation of young men and 
women upon our region and throughout the world. 

 

A prophetic word: 
 
 I will add to this church. This is only the beginning for the day of multiplication is coming.  You can 
 number My people when I begin to add for this will precede My day of multiplication and I have 
 commanded you to be faithful and praise Me in the day of addition as well as multiplication.  Do not  
 despise this season of small beginnings and do not resist My pruning for I am birthing My work in 
 this place and it is My work in you so no man can take glory in himself.  Be faithful, for My work 
 in you will shake and move this city and nations.  Only take My full measure for this day and 
 this hour for I am Lord and I reign over the birthing, seed time and harvest, the adding to and the 
 multiplication. Look to Me for I will surely accomplish it in your days and it will be marvelous in 
 your eyes. (May 5, 1997, Canton, Ohio) 
 

Today, God is raising up an army of worshippers, warriors, witnesses, and pray-ers to 
boldly fulfill the Great Commission and His vision of multiplication. God has burned the vision within 
them and firmly established it as the present truth we now have. Let us go everywhere Jesus leads 
us to compel the lost to come to Christ. 
 
 When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, "Launch out into the deep and let down your nets 
 for a catch."  Luke 5:4 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

 
1. What is the key to the numerical growth of the church? 

 
 
 
 
 

2. Our God is a God of _i_____________________ and He desires us to increase in  
 

 _f___________, _s__________________, and _k___________________ of Him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. For each of the following areas of truth, describe how the vision of multiplication applies to 
that area of truth. 

 

  Creation Truth -  

 

 

 

 

  Covenant Truth -  

 

 

 

 

  Redemptive Truth -  

 

 

 

 

  Harvest Truth -  

 

 

   

  Church Truth –   
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4. In your own words, what does it mean to have an “exponential mindset”? 

 

 

 

 

5. What are the purposes of signs, wonders, and miracles in God’s plan for multiplication? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. We can expect opposition to God’s multiplication plan.  What should be our response as 

believers to this opposition? 
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Appendix 1 
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Appendix 2 
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Appendix 4 
 

 
Romans Road to Jesus 
 
There are (four) marvelous scriptures in the book of Romans that explain the entire message of 
salvation in a nutshell.  They are called “Romans Road to Jesus.”   
 

1. Everyone is a sinner.  Romans 3:23 
 
 “For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.” 
 

This verse simply states that everyone is a sinner and . . . Therefore is in need of salvation.  It 
excludes no one.   
 

2. The price of sin is death.  Romans 6:23 
 “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  
 

3. Christ paid the price.  Romans 5:8 
 
 “But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 

Christ paid the penalty for our sin by His death on the cross.  Salvation comes only by Him.  
 

4. Confession of Christ.  Romans 10:9-10 
“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hast raised Him from the dad, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” 

 

This means not just believing secretly in your heart, but openly confessing Christ as your Savior and 

Lord.   
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Appendix 5 
 

Status of Global Evangelism 
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