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Introduction 

 

 

The 21st Century presents us with the greatest opportunities to advance Christianity 

around the world.  The calling and responsibility Jesus has placed upon the church is enormous.  Much 

is riding upon the maturity of every believer.  Spiritual leaders agree that we must do a far better job of 

properly laying the foundation of the Christian faith within believers than was done in the previous 

century - particularly in the past four decades.  This foundation must be laid in an environment of grace, 

love, and spiritual freedom.  

   “What Every Disciple Ought to Know” has been developed to help “thoroughly furnish” the 

next generation of leaders with a resource for making disciples.  The units of study that  follow are 

word-centered and will provide the ongoing training necessary for each disciple to mature and move 

forward in faith and effective participation within the body of Christ.  They also comprise a 

comprehensive teaching strategy that will heighten the unity and spiritual health of the local church.   

The modern world has yet to see the true church in operation; full of spiritual life and 

vibrancy.  They have seen the old legalistic righteousness of long-established religious traditions and 

for the most part, they have rejected it.  But it’s a new hour for the church.  It’s time for a new wineskin.  

Jesus is coming soon!  We must make disciples while it is still day.  We must teach others all that 

Jesus has commanded.  This is the task of every Ephesians 4 leader around the world.  Our prayer is 

that this resource will cause you to run with the vision to make disciples of all nations.   

 

Michael D. Gross, General Editor  

 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age.”  Amen.  Matthew 28:19, 20 

 

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.            

II Timothy 2:15 KJV 

 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.                                               

II Timothy 3:16, 17 KJV 

 

Table of Contents 



 6 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

"I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, says the Lord, "who is and who was and who 
is to come, the Almighty."  Revelation 1:8 

 

Eternity Has No Beginning and No End 

“Space, the final frontier.  These are the continuing voyages of the Starship Enterprise.  Its 
ongoing mission to explore strange new worlds, to seek out new life and new civilizations, and to 
boldly go where no one has gone before.”  Star Trek fans around the world recognize these 
beginning words of the prologue to every episode of this most popular television series.  What was 
it about Star Trek that gave rise to a whole generation of “Trekkies?”  Was it the adventure?  Was it 
the characters?  More than that!  It was the unknown.  It was the notion that there was always more 
out there to see and discover.  This is how the creators of Star Trek understood and presented 
eternity.  Although it was produced for entertainment, the show’s popularity does reveal that there 
is a desire within mankind to have some understanding of eternal things.  The Bible also confirms 
this. 
 

  I have seen the God-given task with which the sons of men are to be occupied. He has made 
 everything beautiful in its time. Also He has put eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find 
 out the work that God does from beginning to end.  Ecclesiastes 3:10-11 
 

What can we say about eternity from the Bible?  Does God have a plan for the ages?  If so, what is 
that plan?  This unit of “What Every Disciple Ought to Know” will address these and other 
questions being asked by both believers and unbelievers.  In addition, it will seek to correct much 
of the misinformation that is being presented today.  
  

Let’s begin with the concept of eternity.  The Bible declares that our God is eternal.  He is 
from everlasting to everlasting.  
 

 The eternal God is your refuge, And underneath are the everlasting arms.  Deuteronomy 33:27a 
 

The above passage uses two Hebrew words that help us to define eternity.  The first word is 
qedem which literally means “in front of, east, or aforetime.”  The use of this word reveals that God 
was present before the earth began, at the beginning of the earth, and continues to sit on the 
throne as the earth moves forward in time.  This is why He is described as the Lord God who is, 
and who was, and who is to come—the Almighty.  Although using a slightly different Hebrew word, 
the same concept of God is revealed in one of Daniel’s end time visions where we glimpse the 
nature of the Ancient of Days.  

 

 "I watched till thrones were put in place, And the Ancient of Days was seated; His garment was white 
 as snow, And the hair of His head was like pure wool.  His throne was a fiery flame, Its wheels 
 a burning fire; A fiery stream issued And came forth from before Him. A thousand thousands 
 ministered to Him; Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, And 
 the books were opened.   Daniel 7:9-10 
 

The most common Hebrew word used for eternity is olam.  This word appears about 440 times in     
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Biblical Hebrew.  Although it properly means “concealed”, it generally refers to the vanishing of 
time both past and present.  In other words, it means the remotest time from the most distant past 
to the most distant future.  A prayer of Moses recorded in the Psalms captures this truth about 
God.   
 

 Lord, You have been our dwelling placea in all generations. Before the mountains were brought 
forth, Or ever You had formed the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You 
are God.  Psalm 90:1-2 

 

It is important for us to understand that God is not bound by time.  He is eternal.  His reign is from    
everlasting to everlasting.   
 

 The Triune God Exists in All Eternity 

Some opponents to the doctrine of the Trinity are quick to point out that the term “trinity” is 

found nowhere in the Bible.  Although the term itself is not found, the doctrine or teaching appears 

throughout Scripture.  This is especially true when we examine the eternal or perpetual nature of 

God.  The New Testament declares a number of things to be eternal.  The primary Greek word 

used in the New Testament when referring to eternity is aionios.  It means “without beginning and 

ending.”  It refers to that which always has been and always will be.  The word is used about 70 

times in the New Testament, and 64 of these occurrences describe God or divine facts regarding 

His work of salvation and eternal life.  It is important for us to understand that  eternity is endless 

time and not timelessness.  Although God is the God of time and space, He is not bound by it.  He 

is the one Triune God who never ceases to exist, to love us, and to reach out to save us.  God 

clearly enters into and is involved in history.  He is not in some timeless otherworld.  He is not 

detached from His creation.   
 

The Greek philosopher Plato saw everything in the created order within the realm of time 

and eternity as only belonging to deity.  As believers in the one true and timeless God, we realize 

that God’s kingdom is historically revealed to man in both time and space.  God is directly involved 

with us on a daily basis.  The chart that follows confirms His heart and will toward us in light of 

eternity.       

 

 

Some Eternal Things Reference 

God Romans 16:26 

The Son John 1:1-2 

Holy Spirit Hebrews 9:14 

God’s Purpose Ephesians 3:11 

God’s Word 1 Peter 1:23-25 

http://www.bible.gospelcom.net/passage/?search=Psalm%2090:1-2;&version=50;#fen-NKJV-15380a#fen-NKJV-15380a
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God’s Covenant Hebrews 13:20 

Eternal Life John 3:15-16 

Christ’s Kingdom 2 Peter 1:11 

The Gospel Revelation 14:6 

God’s Glory 1 Peter 5:10 

God’s Encouragement 2 Thessalonians 2:16 

God’s Power 1 Timothy 6:16 

God’s Inheritance Hebrews 9:15 

Redemption Hebrews 9:12 

Final Judgment Matthew 25:46 

 
The Triune God exists in all of eternity:  past, present, and future ages.  Jesus was there at 

the beginning with the Father and the Holy Spirit.  
    

And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the 
 world was.  John 17:5 

 

Remember how astonished the Sadducees were when Jesus declared that “before Abraham 
was, I am.”  They were literally ready to stone Him! (See John 8:58-59).  Philosophies abound 
today over the concept of time, space, and eternity.  This is why we have begun our study of the 
end times with the Biblical concept of eternity.  Among all the New Testament Scriptures declaring 
God’s eternal nature and involvement with mankind, one stands out above all the rest.   
 

 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  Hebrews 13:8 

 

God is Summing Up All Things in Christ 

The Bible declares that all things were made for, by, and through Jesus Christ.  He was 
before all and is in all.     

 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things were created 
that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, 
and in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father that 
in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.     
Colossians 1:15-20  

  

Notice that the above reference indicates that all things hold together in Jesus.  This means they 
are set or brought together by Him.  A fundamental question on the minds of many is this: “Who or 
what is going to hold or bring things together in the end times?”  Many will find the answer much 
too simple for their taste, but only One has been appointed to bring things together in this final hour 
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of history as we know it.  He is the Messiah; His name is Jesus Christ.  Paul’s writings confirm this 
with 160 occurrences of terms like “in Christ Jesus,” “in the Lord,” and “in Him.”  The book of 
Ephesians alone has 36 such occurrences.  “In Christ” means that we, as believers, have a new 
environment.  We are brought into the everlasting environment of His plan for the last days.  We 
now live and act in His sphere.  This also indicates that we cannot even come close to 
understanding the end times without Him.  He alone is summing up the fulfillment of time. 
 

 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His 
 grace which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, having made known to us 
 the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, that in 
 the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
 which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him.   Ephesians 1:7-10  

  

The above passage clearly reveals that God has a purpose in mind.  His purpose is that all people 
“in Christ” would be part of the same Body and that there would be no distinctions.  This relates to 
God’s overall purpose to ultimately subject everything to Jesus Christ.  This work of bringing all 
things into subjection to Christ is not limited just to this present age.  It will also continue in the 
Millennium, which we will discuss in Chapter 7. 
 

The Dispensation of the Fullness of the Times  

This phrase (the dispensation of the fullness of the times) is strategically placed in the midst of      
Ephesians 1:10.  It is paramount to our study of what is called eschatology, which is the doctrine or 
study of last things.  The Greek word oikonomia, which is translated as “the dispensation”, refers to 
a mode of dealing with, an arrangement or administration of affairs.  It literally means “house law” 
and is related to managing the house.  The word is often translated as stewardship.  The following 
chart gives us an overview of how this important word is used in the Bible.      
 
 

Reference Meaning 

1 Corinthians 9:17 Responsibility (stewardship) entrusted to Paul in 

preaching the gospel 

Ephesians 1:10 Arrangement or administration by which in the fullness of 

times God will sum up all things in Christ 

Ephesians 3:2 Stewardship entrusted to Paul for the mystery 

Colossians 1:25 Stewardship committed to Paul for fulfilling God’s word 

 
What does all this have to do with the end times?  Many consider the times in which we 

live as kairos or “now” time.  This word appears at least 83 times in the New Testament, including 
Ephesians 1:10 where it refers to a measure of time, small or large, that is fixed or definite.  It is the 
time when things are brought to a crisis or to its rightful conclusion.  For this reason, it is the right, 
opportune, and seasonable time where we realize the decisive period of history we have been 
waiting for in Christ  Jesus.  In this final hour, the things and events of time are revealed to us in 
great measure.  Does this mean that God has unique and specific ways in dealing with man at 
different epochs or periods of history?  Some view such dispensational questions as irrelevant or 
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as a late development of the modern era.  Although we should avoid dogmatic and legalistic 
approaches by some dispensationalists who try to set times and lock God into a box, we still need 
to recognize and understand what God has revealed to us about His plan for the ages.    
 

The Seven Dispensations 

According to The Moody Handbook of Theology, dispensationalism is a system of theology 
that recognizes different stewardships or dispensations whereby man was put under a trust by the 
Lord.  It is distinguished by a consistent, literal interpretation of the Bible; a clear distinction 
between Israel and the church; and an understanding that the glory of God is His ultimate purpose 
in the world.  Some early church fathers like Justin Martyr (A.D. 110-165), Irenaus (A.D. 130-200), 
Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 150-220, and Augustine (A.D. 354-430) sought to examine similar 
concepts.  For example, Augustine considered what he termed “the changes of successive 
epochs.”  It wasn’t, however, until the 17th—20th centuries that dispensational thinking became 
well defined.  Men like John Edwards (1637-1716), Isaac Watts (1674-1748), John Nelson Darby 
(1800-1882), and C. I. Scoffield (1843-1921) gave implicit (and sometimes dogmatic) definition and 
organization to this systematic way of thinking.  For the purposes of this study, we will attempt to 
glean the helpful aspects of dispensational thinking and avoid the dogmatic aspects.   
 

Most recognize that there are seven periods of time, or seasons, in which God has specifically 
dealt with man.  It is acceptable to refer to these as dispensations because we learned earlier that 
the word is indeed used in the Bible. 
 

1. The Dispensation of Innocence    Genesis 2:15— Genesis 3:21 
2. The Dispensation of Conscience    Genesis 3:22—Genesis 8:14 
3. The Dispensation of Human Government   Genesis 8:15—Genesis 11:32 
4. The Dispensation of Promise    Genesis 12:1—Exodus 12:36 
5. The Dispensation of Law     Exodus 12:37—Matthew 2:23 
6. The Dispensation of Grace    Matthew 3:1—Revelation 19:21 
7. The Dispensation of Divine Government   Revelation 10:1—Revelation 22:21  

 
Each of the above dispensations include a responsibility given to man, a failure to obey, and the     
impending judgment of God.  Although our study will focus entirely on the last two dispensations, 
Chapter 3 will present a brief overview of the others, as well as of the origin of Satan.  First, let’s      
examine the real signs of the end.  
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Discussion Questions: 
 
1. Which is a true statement about “eternity”? 
 A. Has a beginning but no ending 
 B. Has no beginning but an ending 
 C. Has no beginning and no ending 
 D. All of the above 
2.—5 Match the correct verse with the correct theme. 
 
 _____ Eternal God   A.  Hebrews 9:14 
  
 _____ Eternal Son   B.  Ephesians 3:11 
 
 _____   Eternal Spirit   C.  Deuteronomy 33:27 
 
 _____ Eternal Purpose   D.  John 1:1-2 
 
6. Who or what will hold or bring all things together in the end times? 
 

 

 

 

7. The “dispensation of the fullness of times” refers to: 
 A. the arrangement or administration of God by which He will sum up all things in  
  Christ 
 B. periods of time in which God has specifically dealt with mankind 
 C. divisions of Bible time 
 D. all of the above 
 
 
8.  How many periods is Bible time most often divided into? 
 A. 7 
 B. 3 
 C.        10 
 D. 9 
 
9.  These periods of time cover: 
 A. Abraham to Jesus Christ 
 B. eternity past to eternity future 
 C. Adam to Jesus Christ 
 D. Noah to the Great Tribuation 
 
10. The periods of Bible time reveal: 
 A. the endurance of mankind 
 B. the miracle of children being born 
 C. the outworking of God’s overall eternal purpose 
 D. none of the above 
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"Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?" 
Matthew 24:3b 

 

The Importance of Being Grounded in Sound Biblical Truth 

All over the world people are curious about the end times.  The disciples of Jesus were no 
exception.  Even after His resurrection, they inquired of Him again. 
 

 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will You at this time restore 
 the kingdom to Israel?" And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the 

 Father has put in His own authority.  Acts 1:6-7 
    

This Scripture clearly shows us that God is the one in charge of the precise times and dates of His 
coming.  It also reveals to us that we need to ground our curiosity about the end times in sound 
Biblical truth.  For instance, in 1984 a full page in The L.A. Times announced that Jesus Christ had 
returned to the earth and was presently in the nearby desert region meeting with a select group of 
His followers.  All were instructed to wait because He would soon appear to everyone.  There was 
no indication as to who sponsored the announcement.  One by one Christians began to ask if this 
was true; could this really be Jesus?  Of course, the answer was an emphatic “no”, and it was later 
uncovered that the announcement had been sponsored by the New Age Movement.  This claim 
was false for no other reason than it was the opposite of Biblical truth. 
 

 "Then if anyone says to you, "Look, here is the Christ!' or "There!' do not believe it. For false christs 
 and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 
 See, I have told you beforehand.  "Therefore if they say to you, "Look, He is in the desert!' do not go 
 out; or "Look, He is in the inner rooms!' do not believe it. For as the lightning comes from the east 
 and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.  Matthew 24:23-27 

Two Questions About the End Times 

The Bible records that the disciples approached Jesus with two questions regarding the 
end times.  Those questions were “When will it happen?” and “What are the signs?”   It’s quite 
evident that we have the same questions being asked today.  Contrary to what some believers say, 
the Bible is not vague in answering these universally asked questions.  Often, someone is tempted 
to place an exact date for the coming of Christ.  Without question, this is unbiblical. 
 

"Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender and puts forth 
leaves, you know that summer is near. So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is 
near--at the doors! Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these 
things take place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. "But 
of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.            
Matthew 24:32-36 
 

Notice that Jesus Himself says that neither He nor the angels know the exact day or hour 
of His return.  The only one that knows is the Father.  This is why we can be absolutely certain that 

 

CHAPTER 2 

 THE REAL SIGNS OF THE END 
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any spiritual leader who claims to know the exact day, month, or even year of His coming has not 
heard from the Lord.  It is very important to point out, however, that we can know the nearness of 
His coming.  This is different from setting dates and times.  God has His hand on the throttle and 
the end is rapidly upon us.  This is at the heart of what Jesus is saying in Matthew 24 (See also 
Mark 13 and Luke 21).  He is declaring that His coming is imminent and soon to come to pass.  
According to Jesus, we know this because of the signs that we see.  This brings us to the second 
question:  “What will be the signs of your coming?”            
 

The Beginning of Birth Pains 

Jesus begins to answer His disciples with a discourse comparing the initial signs of the 
end with the labor pains associated in childbirth.  In fact, all the signs listed in the verses that 
immediately follow are categorized as the beginning of birth pains.         
 

 And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you. For many will come in 
 My name, saying, "I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. And you will hear of wars and rumors of 
 wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For 
 nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, 
 and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of sorrows.  Matthew 24:4-8 

 

Before we examine the above signs, it’s important to gain some further insight into the analogy that 
is used by Jesus.  Any woman who has ever labored to give birth to a child knows that the birthing 
process involves travail and pain.  In addition, they know that the frequency of the “contractions” 
directly correlates with the nearness of the impending birth.  According to Jesus, the same is true 
of the beginning signs of the end.  We must keep this in mind as we look at these signs.  These 
signs are introduced with the admonition to be careful of deception.  This means that we can be 
misled or led astray in our understanding of these signs if we do not observe them through the 
words of Christ.   Notice that there are six signs classified in Matthew 24 as the beginning of birth 
pains. 
 
 

1. False Christ's deceive many  24:5 
2. Wars and rumors of war  24:6 
3. Strife among nations and kingdoms (political, racial, religious, spiritual)  24:7 
4. Famines  24:7  
5. Pestilences (plagues & epidemic diseases)  24:7 
6. Earthquakes in various places  24:7 

 
 

We do not have to examine these signs very closely to observe that each involves an 
increasingly   painful development, and that frequency levels continue to rise at an alarming rate.  
In fact, on any given day there are over 100 people around the world claiming to be Jesus Christ.  
Some, like Reverend Sun Moon of the Unification Church, have thousands of disciples.  Recently, 
two United States congressmen had to explain why they were at one of Moon’s meetings where he 
again claimed to be Jesus Christ.   
 

Wars and rumors of wars are also occurring at record numbers.  There were more wars in 
the 20th century than the combined total of all previous centuries.  Some 32 armed conflicts are 
taking place on earth each day.  The strife among nations is unparalleled despite the efforts of the 
United Nations.  In addition, a rising percentage of the earth’s population is starving due to a lack of 
adequate food supply.  One in eight of the world’s population is estimated to carry the HIV virus, 
which is the precursor of the AIDS disease.  New flu viruses are surfacing each year and 
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earthquakes occur daily in different places.  How are Christians to respond to these things?  We 
may find the answer quite surprising! 
 

Jesus gives two responses to this category of signs.  First, He instructs His disciples not to 
be alarmed by these things.  The Greek word throeo literally means “to wail, cry out loud, or 
clamor.”  It implies that one is troubled in mind, frightened, or alarmed.  This would be an unbiblical 
response to these initial signs because they must take place, just as the labor pains of childbirth 
must come prior to delivery.  Often people respond to these first signs in fear and panic.  
Christians, however, are to set an example in Christ.  Our response is not fear, but faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  The second response that Jesus gave to these signs is that the end is not yet.  
Although they are signs that clearly indicate the growing nearness of His coming, they are not His 
actual coming.  In other words, just because these things are taking place does not mean that 
Jesus will come the next day, week, or year.  It only means that the end is nearer than it was 
before.       

  

The Real Signs of the End 

Most people, believers and unbelievers alike, have some degree of awareness of the signs 
of the end associated with the beginning of birth pains.  Far less, however, are familiar with a 
second category of signs which we will call “the real signs of the end.” 
   

"Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My 
name's sake. And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. 
Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. And because lawlessness will abound, the 
love of many will grow cold. But he who endures to the end shall be saved. And this gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. 
Matthew 24:9-14 

 

Notice that this section begins with the word then.  This word, tote in Greek, refers to the when or 
at the time of the end times.  This clearly separates this category of signs from the birth pains.  Like 
the first, this second category has six areas of signs. 
 

1. Worldwide persecution of Christians  24:9 
2. Apathy and intense conflict among brothers and sisters in Christ  24:10 
3. Many false prophets arise to mislead many  24:11 
4. Multiplication of lawlessness  24:12 
5. Love of God grows cold in many believers  24:12  
6. Gospel is preached to the whole world  24:14   

 

The above list of real signs beg the question of whether these are taking place in the world today.  
The answer is a resounding “yes”!  The publication Voice of the Martyrs continues to document 
thousands worldwide who are imprisoned and many who are being killed for their faith in Jesus 
Christ.  All those who are loyal to Christ can expect increasing trouble during our lives on earth.  
On the other hand, hardly a day goes by without hearing of another local church being weakened 
by strife and division among believers themselves.  Most can relate to the persecution from those 
who oppose Christianity, but it is most difficult to explain the betrayal and hatred among those 
within the Church.  This is a real sign of the end and it is occurring at epidemic proportions today.   
 

False prophets and teachers are also very prevalent.  Many who profess Christ are 
accepting new revelations that do not agree with the written word of God.  In addition, it is not 
uncommon to find    believers hanging upon every word from some inspirational leader when again 
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there is little to no agreement with the Scriptures.  Those who preach such distortions are, in some 
cases, gaining strategic leadership positions within denominations and theological schools.  Here 
many in the church are being deceived and misled.  Local churches are also being bombarded with 
many distortions to Biblical truth.   
 

The next sign needs little introduction with the current war on terrorism.  Islamic extremists 
with the sympathy and financial support of Islamic people around the world are bent upon literally 
annihilating anyone who does not embrace their views.  In their twisted minds, there is no law 
against killing innocent women and children in the name of their god.  Such lawlessness is 
multiplying and causing the love of God to grow cold in many believers.  In the midst of these 
signs, believers must fulfill the Great Commission.  For instance, the High Mill Global Church 
Network has launched several joint operations into nations like Armenia, which is surrounded by 
Muslim nations like Azerbaijan.  We have completed medical missions in Damascus, Syria to Iraqi 
refugees and are joining with our partners in East Africa to accomplish strategic operations in 
Sudan.  Why?  It is to reach the Muslims for Christ in order to fulfill the Great Commission.   
 

The response that Jesus gives to this second category of signs is different from His 
response to the first.  Notice the difference below.  
 

 

BIRTH PAINS REAL SIGNS 

“see that you are not troubled”   
Matthew 24:6; Mark 13:7; Luke 21:9 

“he who endures to the end shall be saved”   
Matthew 24:13; Mark 13:13; Luke 21:19 

“the end is not yet”   
Matthew 24:6; Mark 13:7; Luke 21:9 

“then the end will come”   
Matthew 24:14; Mark 13:29; Luke 21:31 

 

Keep in mind that all these signs indicate the nearness of the end.  If the birth pains are showing 
that we are nearer, then the real signs demonstrate that the end is very close indeed. 
 

Prophetic Signs That Point to the Last Generation 

There are a number of prophetic signs that also indicate that the coming of Christ is very 
near.  Jesus said it would be like the days of Noah. 
 

 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days before 
 the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah 
 entered the ark, and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the 
 coming of the Son of Man be. Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. 
 Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left.   Matthew 24:37-41 
 

The characteristics of the days of Noah are very similar to our modern days.  Man’s wickedness 
has become very great.  The last generation will be much like this. 
 

  
 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the 

 thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  Genesis 6:5 
 

Some may feel that this condition is somewhat vague in the sense that there has been 
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considerable evil in every generation.  Although this is a common view, the evil of our generation 
speaks for itself when included with other clear and measurable prophetic signs.  Here is just a 
partial list of these signs.   
 

1. Explosion in knowledge  Daniel 12:4 
2. Inference of weapons of mass destruction Zechariah 14:12-15 
3. Rebirth of Israel  (May 15, 1948)  Isaiah 66:8 
4. Jews return home  Jeremiah 23:7-8 
5. Jerusalem no longer ruled by Gentiles  Luke 21:24 

 

These prophetic signs clearly indicate that the coming of Christ is even at the door.  How 
are we to respond?  Jesus does not tell us to store up food, water, and supplies or prepare shelters 
for our  survival.  Jesus simply instructs us to watch and be ready.   
 

 Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the 
 master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not 
 allowed his house to be broken into. Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
 hour you do not expect.  Matthew 24:42-44 
 

This all means that we must be very attentive, alert, active, and spiritually fit in our generation 
because this could be, as many suspect, the terminal generation. 
 
 Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place. 
 Matthew 24:34 
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Discussion Questions: 
 
1. True or False: Most people today have a curiosity about the end times. 
 
2. According to Matthew 24, the disciples came to Jesus privately and asked Him about: 
 A. marriage 
 B. who was the greatest 
 C. the end of the world 
 D. none of the above 
 
3.  The “beginning of sorrows” is best understood as: 
 A. climbing a high mountain 
 B. labor pains in childbirth 
 C. swimming across a lake 
 D. riding a wild horse 
 
4.-14. Label each item as either (A) associated with the beginning of sorrows or (B) associated 
 with the real signs of the end. 
 _____ Worldwide hatred of Christians   _____ Cold love 
 _____ False Christs     _____ Hunger 
 _____ Gospel preached to all the world   _____ Wars and rumors of  
         wars 
 _____ Earthquakes     _____ Hatred among   
         Christians 
 _____ Diseases     _____ Strife among nations 
 _____ False prophets 
 

 

15.  Jesus’ first response to the beginning of sorrows is: 
 A. Give up! 
 B. Don’t be troubled! 
 C. Look and live! 
 D. Come on up! 
 
16.  Jesus’ second response to the beginning of sorrows is: 
 A. The end is not yet 
 B. Flee to the caves 
 C. Drink and be merry 
 D. Watch out 
 
17.  Jesus’ response to the real signs of the end is: 
 A. Hang on 
 B. Then shall the end come 
 C. He is in the desert 
 D. Drink and be merry 
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18.  In the midst of the real signs of the end, Jesus gives us this promise: 
 A. You shall see the abomination of desolation 
 B. The rocks shall praise Him 
 C. He that endures unto the end shall be saved 
 D. Angels shall laugh from one end of heaven to the other 
 
19. True or False:  The beginning of sorrows are the real signs of the end. 
 
20. True or False:  Jesus Himself said that He was coming back again. 
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So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole 
world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.  Revelation 12:9 

 

The Early Days of Lucifer 

The Bible has much to say about the devil and his evil works, but little is said about his 
origin.  “Who created Satan?”  This is a question sometimes presented by those who resist Christ.  
Of course, the point of their misguided logic is that since God created everything, including the 
devil, then He created evil and everything that is bad in the world.  This is why many blame God 
when bad things happen to them.  Although nothing could be further from the truth, they do this to 
justify their continued unbelief.  Of course, they falsely assume that the devil was always the devil.  
There are some Bible references that clear up this matter.  For instance, we learn that Satan had 
an original name before he became the serpent and the devil.   
 

 “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the 
 ground,  you who weakened the nations!”   Isaiah 14:12          
 

The Hebrew word heylel is used in the above passage to describe Lucifer as a bright day star, as 
the son of the morning.  Although his original name has the sense of brightness or shining, his fall 
depicts him as desiring to outshine everything else—including God.  The truth remains, however, 
that God originally created him to shine for His glory and not his own.  He was created for good 
and not for evil.   
       

Lucifer’s Role in Heaven 

What was Lucifer’s role?  Why did God create him in the first place?  The answer is found 
in Ezekiel where a prophecy against the King of Tyre contains a veiled description of Satan as the 
actual evil ruler of Tyre and the god of this world (1 John 5:19).  We learn the following things about 
Lucifer from Ezekiel 28:11-19: 
 

 He was a model of perfection and beauty.  28:12 

 He was at the garden of Eden.  28:13 

 He was a guardian cherub or angel.  28:14 

 He was originally blameless in all his ways until wickedness was found in him.  28:15 

 He was driven out from the mount of God because of his sinful pride.  28:16-17 
 

There is also some evidence that Lucifer was a leader of worship in heaven.  Ezekiel 28:13 
mentions that “the workmanship of your timbrels and pipes was prepared for you on the day you 
were created”.  In addition, Lucifer’s fall from heaven included a judgment against him in this        
particular role. 
 

 I will put an end to the sound of your songs, and the sound of your harps shall be heard no more.   

 Ezekiel 26:13b  
 

 Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, And the sound of your stringed instruments;  Isaiah 14:11a 
 

 

CHAPTER 3 

THE ORIGIN OF SATAN 
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 The sound of harpists, musicians, flutists, and trumpeters shall not be heard in you anymore. 
Revelation 18:22a 

 

All these things about Lucifer lead us to the obvious conclusion that at creation he had a bright 
future.  Our God does not create evil!    
   

The fall of Lucifer 

What happened?  How did a bright and anointed cherub created to worship the one true 
God end up hating his Creator and accusing His people day and night?  Again, we turn to three 
primary sections of Scripture (Isaiah 14:12-20; Ezekiel 28:11-19; Revelation 12:1-17) which explain 
both the origin and the fall of Lucifer.  At some point prior to Satan’s conversation with God 
concerning Job (Job 1:6-12) and prior to his deception of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden 
(Genesis 3:1-7), something happened in his heart.  The Bible describes it in this way. 
 

  For you have said in your heart: "I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of 
God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation. On the farthest sides of the  north; I will 
ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.'  Isaiah 14:13-14 

 

With these five “I will” statements, Lucifer, an anointed cherub, becomes Satan—the devil, the       
serpent, the great dragon, and the father of all lies.  This is why the spirit of pride is represented as 
a commander of darkness called “Leviathan,” who is referred to as the king of pride and the ruler 
of the children of pride (Job 41:1-34).  The Bible further reveals that Satan was thrown to the earth 
due to his pride. 
 

 Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; You corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your 
splendor; I cast you to the ground, I laid you before kings, That they might gaze at you.           
Ezekiel 28:17 

    

The Book of Revelation also reveals that the devil took a third of the angels with him.  These are 
often referred to as “fallen” or even “dark” angels.   
 

 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten 
 horns, and seven diadems on his heads. His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to 
 the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child 
 as soon as it was born.  Revelation 12:3-4 
 

This is how Satan emerged as the deceiver of the whole world.  It is important for us to understand 
this because he continues to make war against Israel, the Church, and all who seek to follow Jesus 
Christ. 
 

 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the 
whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.  Revelation 12:9 

 

 Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the 
sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short 
time."  Revelation 12:12 

 

 And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, 
who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.  Revelation 12:17 

 

Of course, we will discuss Satan’s end later, but let it be known that one day his influence will         
completely cease upon the earth! 
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The Futility of Satan’s Plot 

Some actually believe that Satan is successful, but when viewed in light of the epochs or 
seasons of Bible history, he has never been capable of stopping God’s plan of redemption.  The 
devil remains and always will be a big-time “loser.”   An overview of the first five dispensations of 
time clearly show that God’s mercy and the wisdom of His plan cannot be stopped. 
 

The Dispensation of Innocence—Genesis 2:15 to 3:21  This season or epoch of Bible history 
includes man’s creation to his fall.  God placed Adam in the garden of Eden without knowledge of 
good and evil (Genesis 2:15; 3:5).  He created Eve as an indispensable helpmate for Adam.  They 
possessed an innocence only dreamed of today.  Their responsibility during this time was to obey 
God’s command not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 2:16-17).  Their 
failure was that they allowed Satan to deceive them into disobedience (Genesis 3:1-7).  This 
resulted in a curse of toil and pain upon mankind (Genesis 3:7-19).  God had to drive them out of 
the Garden. 
 

The Dispensation of Conscience—Genesis 3:22 to 8:14  This season lasted 1,656 years from 
the   expulsion out of the Garden to Noah’s flood.  Mankind is very conscious of good and evil 
during this period (Genesis 3:22) and is responsible to do all known good (Genesis 4:7).  In 
addition, the first mention of a blood sacrifice appears in relationship to the established will of God 
(Genesis 4:4;        Hebrews 9:22).  Man, however, failed to do good and became wicked by 
allowing sin to rule over them (Genesis 6:5-7,13).  This resulted in the flood to destroy mankind.  
Although this period shows what man will do when guided by his own conscience, Enoch was 
raptured to heaven because he walked with God and pleased God.  Noah also found grace in the 
eyes of God who saved him and his family in the Ark. 
 

The Dispensation of Human Government—Genesis 8:15 to 11:32  This period of Bible history           
involved the Flood to Abraham’s call.  It lasted 427 years in which there was the responsibility to be 
fruitful, multiply, and govern one another (Genesis 9:1,5).  Man, however, sought to build a name 
for themselves by erecting the tower of Babel (Genesis 11:4).  God responded by confusing their          
languages (Genesis 11:7-9).  Although this period demonstrated the futility of keeping man’s laws   
without acknowledging God, the blessing of God upon Noah’s offering was the first since Adam’s 
time (Genesis 8:20-22; 9:1). 
 

The Dispensation of Promise—Genesis 12:1 to Exodus 12:36  The fourth season or period of 
Bible history lasted 430 years from the call of Abraham to the Exodus from Egypt (Exodus 12:40).  
The covenant promises God gave to Abraham dominate this period, which begins with Abraham 
and ends with Moses.  The failure during this time period was trusting in Egypt rather than God, 
which led to the Egyptian bondage.  This period marks the beginning of Israel.  Why did God 
choose them?  There are at least four reasons: 
 

1. To prove to the nations there is a true and living God (Genesis 12:1-3) 
2. That through them He might transmit the oracles of God (Romans 3:1-2) 
3. That through them He might send the Redeemer to bless (Genesis 12:3) 
4. That He might preserve the earth through them (Matthew 5:13) 

 

The season of Bible history also contains Abraham’s fourfold surrender in order to obey God’s call: 
 

1. Home, country, and kindred 
2. Honor and supremacy 
3. His riches 
4. His only son 
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The Dispensation of Law—Exodus 12:37 to Matthew 2:23.  This period lasted 1,718 years from 
Moses to Jesus Christ.  Of course, the responsibility was to obey the law, specifically the ten 
commandments (Exodus 19:8), which were given by God and written with His finger (Exodus 20:1-
17; 31:18).  God’s people failed by breaking the law and then rejecting Christ.  This resulted in the 
worldwide dispersion of Jews in the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities.  The New Testament 
reveals that the purpose of the law was to serve as a tutor until Christ (Galatians 3:23-25). 
 

The Lord Jesus Christ Himself nailed Satan’s coffin so to speak through His incarnate birth, His         
sacrificial death on the Cross, and His glorious resurrection on the third day.  The church continues 
to demonstrate the finality of Satan’s defeat throughout the earth today.  The devil’s fate is 
ultimately sealed in God’s plan for the ages.  God’s people need to firmly understand this as we 
now turn our attention to the end of the Church age. 
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Discussion Questions: 
 
1. The first period of Bible time is called the “dispensation of innocence” because: 
 A. man did not know good or evil 
 B. man forgot God 
 C. man ate a forbidden fruit 
 D. man hid in the garden 
 
2. The one test God put before man during this period was: 
 A. do not multiply the earth 
 B. do not fight with the animals 
 C. do not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
 D. none of the above 
 
3.  The ultimate curse upon the entire creation was: 
 A. lice 
 B. athlete’s foot 
 C. AIDS 
 D. death 
 
4. As a result of their sin of disobedience, Adam and Eve were: 
 A. driven out of the Garden of Eden 
 B. sold into slavery 
 C. spanked 
 D. struck dead on the spot 
 
5.  The second period of Bible time is called the “dispensation of conscience” because: 
 A. man tilled the soil 
 B. man knew good and evil 
 C. man built himself a house 
 D. Cain was born 
 

6.  The test during this period was: 
 A. to do well 
 B. to offer blood sacrifices 
 C. both a and b 
 D. to build a temple 
 
7.  God sent the Flood because of: 
 A. the wickedness of mankind 
 B. the innocence of mankind 
 C. the indifference of mankind 
 D. none of the above 
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8. God took Enoch to heaven because: 
 A. he pleased God 
 B. he walked with God 
 C. both a and b 
 D. none of the above 
 
9. How many people did God save in the Ark of safety? 
 A.  5 
 B. 10 
 C.  6 
 D.  8 
 
10. The third period of Bible time is called the “dispensation of human government” because: 
 A. man saw a rainbow in the sky 
 B. man was given the responsibility to govern other men 
 C. man received promises 
 D. man was blessed by God 
 
11. True or False:  God’s blessing of Noah in response to his offering was the first blessing on 
 man since Adam’s time. 
 

12. Man built the tower of Babel because they wanted to: 
 A. use up extra building supplies 
 B. please the king 
 C. make a name for themselves 
 D. see the world 
 
13. True or False:  God’s judgment upon man’s plan was to confuse their language. 
  
14. The fourth period of Bible time is called the “dispensation of promise” because: 
 A. Abraham ate an apple 
 B. of the covenant and promises God made with Abraham 
 C. God would destroy the Egyptians 
 D. God made clothes for Adam and Eve 
 
15.  True or False:  This period of Bible time marked the beginning of Israel. 
 
16.  God chose Israel to: 
 A. prove to the nations there was a true and living God 
 B. speak the messages of God 
 C. send the Redeemer 
 D. all of the above 
 
17.  True or False:  God allowed Israel to become slaves in Egypt as a blessing for their 

 obedience. 
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18. The fifth period of Bible time is called the “dispensation of law” because: 
 A. spiritual gifts were given 
 B. the tabernacle was erected 
 C. the bronze serpent was lifted up in the wilderness 
 D. God gave the Ten Commandments 
 
19. True or False:  Lucifer once had a bright future. 
 

 

 

20.—24. Match the appropriate description with each Bible time period. 
 _____ Dispensation of Innocence  A.  Flood to Call of Abraham 
 _____ Dispensation of Conscience  B.  Call of Abraham to the Exodus 
 _____ Dispensation of Human Government C.  Creation to the Fall of Man 
 _____ Dispensation of Promise   D.  Moses to Jesus Christ 
 _____ Dispensation of Law   E.  Fall of Man to the Flood 
 
25. Why did God cast Satan from heaven and how many angels went with him? 
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And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades 
shall not prevail against it. Matthew 16:18 

   

Daniel’s Seventy Weeks of Years 

Within the book of Daniel, there are four verses of Scripture that continue to astonish those 

who seriously desire to understand the end times.  As Daniel was praying, Gabriel was 

commanded by God to come and bring insight and understanding.  Gabriel is one of two 

archangels (chief or ruling angels) recorded in the Bible; the other is Michael.  Some have 

suggested that Lucifer, whose origin we examined in the previous chapter, was a third.  Although 

this is conjecture, it would explain why he was able to influence one-third of the angels during the 

rebellion in heaven.  This Gabriel, though, is the same Gabriel that appears to the virgin Mary 

hundreds of years later.  This was not the first time he appeared to Daniel; however, what he says 

here represents one of the most concise and comprehensive prophecies in the Bible.   
 

    “Seventy weeks are determined 
     For your people and for your holy city, 
     To finish the transgression, 
     To make an end of sins, 
     To make reconciliation for iniquity, 
     To bring in everlasting righteousness, 
     To seal up vision and prophecy, 
     And to anoint the Most Holy. 
    “Know therefore and understand, 
     That from the going forth of the command 
     To restore and build Jerusalem 
     Until Messiah the Prince, 
     There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; 
     The £street shall be built again, and the £wall, 
     Even in troublesome times. 
     “And after the sixty-two weeks 
     Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; 
     And the people of the prince who is to come 
     Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. 
     The end of it shall be with a flood, 
 And till the end of the war desolations are determined. 
     Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; 
     But in the middle of the week 
     He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. 
     And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, 
     Even until the consummation, which is determined, 
     Is poured out on the desolate.”  Daniel 9:24-27  
     

The Hebrew word for weeks (shabua) in the above passage comes from the root, sheba, 
which literally means “sevenened” or “seven timed.”  This means that a week of years refers to 
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seven years and 70 weeks of year’s totals 490 years.  The years are computed on the basis of the 
360-day Jewish calendar.  This is confirmed by Daniel’s reference to the last three and one-half 
years of the 70th week in Daniel 7:25 and Revelation 12:14 and the 1,260 days revealed in 
Revelation 11:3; 12:6.   “A time” is equivalent to one year, so “a time and times and half a time” is 
another way of saying three and one-half years.  It is important to note that the references to 42 
months in Revelation 11:2 and 13:5 agree precisely with the Jewish calendar.  The following chart 
reveals the precision of Daniel’s seventy weeks and will also help to lessen any confusion 
regarding the computations of this remarkable prophecy. 
 

 

Description Meaning Reference 

Time, times, half a time 3 1/2 years Daniel 7:25; Revelation 12:14 

1,260 days 3 1/2 years Revelation 11:3; 12:6 

42 months 1,260 days or 3 1/2 years Revelation 11:2; 13:5 

 
 

There are six major events revealed within these 70 weeks or 490 years described in 
Daniel 9:24-27.  
 

 Finish the transgression  

 Make an end to sins 

 Make reconciliation or atonement for iniquity 

 Bring in everlasting righteousness 

 Seal up vision and prophecy 

 Anoint the Most Holy 
 

So, when does the 70 weeks begin?  What is the beginning of all these events?  It all begins with a 
decree to restore and build Jerusalem.  Notice that it is referring to the building up of the city and 
not just the temple.  Cyrus authorized the rebuilding of the temple in 538 B.C. (2 Chronicles 36:20-
23; Ezra 1:1-4; 6:1-5), but it was Artaxerxes who gave the decree to Ezra and Nehemiah to rebuild 
the city (Ezra 7:11-26; Nehemiah 2:1-8).  Although scholars are uncertain whether the exact date is 
the last month of 445 B.C. or the first month of 444 B.C., most agree that this marks the beginning 
of the timetable from Daniel to the establishment of  the millennial reign of Christ.  Let’s quickly look 
at this time frame so we can better understand the time in which we now live.   
 

1. Seven sevens (7 x 7 = 49 years) - The first segment is from Artaxerxes’ decree to 
Nehemiah’s arrival at Jerusalem.  444 to 395 B.C. 

2. 62 sevens (62 x 7 = 434 years) - This segment is added to the first in accordance with 
Daniel 9:25 and extends from the dedication of the second temple up to Christ’s crucifixion  
395 B.C. to 32 A.D.  Since the Bible says the Messiah will be cut off after the 62 weeks, 
then the crucifixion of Jesus occurred approximately 33 A.D., which many have concluded 
is the probable time of His death. 

3. 70th seven (1 x 7 = 7 years) - This final week will be marked by a seven-year covenant 
and the rise of the Antichrist.  This seven-year period is divided into two 3-1/2 year 
segments.  This period is called “The Great Tribulation” which is detailed in the book of 
Revelation. 
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The importance of Daniel’s prophecy is that it covers the time of Nehemiah in 444 B.C. to 
the time of the 2nd coming of Christ.  We can all agree that these are four very astonishing verses 
of Scripture.  We can also see that there is literal fulfillment to this prophecy.  In fact, the first 69 
weeks (483 years) have already been completed.  There remains only the 70th week (7 years), 
which will be presented in Chapter 6 of this study.  But what about the age we now live in? 
 

What is the Church Age? 

No credible Bible scholar would say that the book of Revelation has already been fulfilled 
in history.  For this reason, the conclusion is that there exists an interval whose end will include the 
fulfillment of the 70th week of Daniel’s end-time prophecy.  This interval is usually called the 
“Church Age” or the “Dispensation of Grace.”  It is the time in which we now live.  This sixth epoch 
of Bible history extends from the first coming of Christ to His second coming.  It begins with 
Matthew 3:1 and concludes with Revelation 19:21.    
 

 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, "Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: 
"The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight."”  
Matthew 3:1-3 

 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against 
Him who sat on the horse and against His army. Then the beast was captured, and with him the false 
prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the 
beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning 
with brimstone. And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who 
sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh.  Revelation 19:19-21 

 

Notice that the period appropriately starts with the preparatory preaching of John the Baptist and 
ends with the only acceptable conclusion at the end-time battle of Armageddon.  What lies in 
between is the extension of God’s grace repeatedly to all mankind through Jesus Christ.  More 
than any other reason, this accounts for the extended length (approximately 2,000 years) of this 
time period.  It is characterized by the grace of God. 
 

 For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.   John 1:17 
    

The Greek word charis refers to a gift, a favor, a benefit that is freely given (Romans 3:24-26; 5:15; 
6:23).  This corresponds with the Hebrew word chsedh which means “to bow toward an 
insignificant one with covenant love, goodness, favor, and mercy.”  The purpose of this time period, 
the church age, is for Christ to build His Church. 
 

…and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.   
Matthew  16:18b 

 

God desires to call out a people who are born again, bought and washed by the blood of 
Christ.  The Church is the ekklesia, the assembly of people called out from the world, born again 
and belonging to Jesus Christ from all dispensations or seasons of history.  This is why the test or 
responsibility of the time period remains unchanged.  It is to have faith in the atoning work of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not 
 of works, lest anyone should boast.  Ephesians 2:8-9  
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The End of the Church Age 

How long will the Church age last?  Only God knows how long this time period will last.  
  

"But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only .          
Matthew 24:36 
 

We do know that the return of Christ is very near—even at the door, as Jesus says.  We need to be 
alert.  We need to have a greater sense of urgency in sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Our       
alertness and our urgency are heightened when we understand that the time is very near and that 
the kingdom of God is at hand.  There are seven events at the very end of the Church age.  We will 
only list them here as the following chapters will more fully discuss each area. 
 

  

The Rapture of the Church Luke 21:34-36; John14:1-3; I Corinthians 15:23, 51-58; I Thessalonians 4:13-17 

The Seven-Year Great Tribulation Daniel 9:24-27; Matthew 24:21-22; Revelation 4:1-19:21 

The Judgment Seat of Christ Romans 14:10; I Corinthians 3:11-15; II Corinthians 5:9-10 

The Marriage Supper of the Lamb Revelation 19:7-10 

The Battle of Armageddon Ezekiel 38-39; Zechariah 14; II Thessalonians 1:7-10; Revelation 16:16; 19:11-21 

The Second Coming of Christ Daniel 7:13-14; Zechariah 14; Matthew 24:29-31; II Thessalonians 1:7-10; Jude 

14; Revelation 14:1; 19:11-21 

The Binding of Satan Revelation 19:19-21; 20:1-3 

               
The things that must shortly come to pass are quickly coming upon us.   Now let’s turn our 
attention to one of the most controversial, yet astonishing topics of the end times—the rapture of 
the church. 
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Discussion Questions: 
 
1. The sixth period of Bible time is called the “dispensation of grace” because: 
 A. we can do anything we want 
 B. the United States is the land of opportunity 
 C. the fullness of the grace of God was manifested in Jesus Christ 
 D. it is the age of automobiles and airplanes 
 
2.  Grace simply means: 
 A. favor 
 B. gift 
 C. benefit 
 D. all of the above 
3.  The length of the “dispensation of grace” is figured from the: 
 A. 15th century to the 21st century 
 B. first coming of Christ to the second coming of Christ 
 C. second coming of Christ to the Great White Throne Judgment 
 D. Creation to the coming of Christ 
 
4.  True or False:  This period of time has lasted approximately 2,000 years. 
 
5. The dispensation of grace is also called “the Church age” because: 
 A. its purpose is to build His Church 
 B. the Church will be thrown into the bottomless pit 
 C. Satan will defeat the Church 
 D. the Church can sit back and relax in this time period 
 
6.  True or False:  We are presently living in the Church age. 
7. How long the church age will last is only known by: 
 A. true believers 
 B. Jesus Christ 
 C. God the Father 
 D. angels 
 

8. The Church is: 
 A. a company of people “called out” from the world 
 B. a company of people who have been born again by the Spirit 
 C. a company of people who belong to the Lord Jesus Christ 
 D. all of the above 
 
9. True or False:  The term Church is only use to describe all Christians in a particular city. 
 
10. The test for mankind during the Church age is to: 
 A. gets rich quick 
 B. grab for all the pleasure in life possible 
 C. be fruitful and multiply 
 D. has faith in Christ 
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And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there 

you may be also.  John 14:3 

 

The Rapture Controversy  

The purpose of this chapter regarding the rapture is not to highlight controversy or 
disagreement, but to bring a qualified understanding to this most amazing topic.  There are a 
number of different views regarding when this event will take place.  Each possess their own set of 
credible points as well as some that are less credible, but each believes and looks forward to the 
return of Jesus Christ.  All believe that Jesus is coming back for His saints.  For this reason, one’s 
view of the rapture should not be a cause for division.  Regardless of how strongly any believer 
feels about his or her particular view, no one should get legalistic regarding their views about the 
rapture.   
 

There are four end time viewpoints which we will list here.  Appendix 2 gives further 
explanation on each view.  

 

1. Historic Pre-Millennial (Early Church Fathers—Rapture and Second Coming are the same)  
2. A-Millennial  (Spiritualized understanding of the Catholic Church) 
3. Post-Millennial  (Spiritualized Dominion Theology) 

4. Modern Pre-Millennial  (Evangelical understanding with three variations of the rapture: Pre-
tribulation, Mid-tribulation, Post-Tribulation) 

 

Although we present a brief description of the above end time viewpoints in Appendix 2, we will        
examine within this portion of our study the standard viewpoint most widely accepted and taught 
among Pentecostal and Charismatic believers.  This position teaches that, under the modern pre-
millennial viewpoint, the rapture will occur at any moment and will be immediately followed by the 
seven-year Great Tribulation period or the 70th week of Daniel’s prophecy.  This is a pre-tribulation 
view.  As we consider teaching on this important topic, let us remain focused in our anticipation of 
Christ’s soon return.    

 

The Blessed Hope 

Opponents of the rapture say that it is not found in the Bible.  It is true that the specific 
word rapture is not in the Bible, but neither do we find the word trinity specifically given in the 
Scriptures.  The English word rapture actually comes from the Latin word raptus which means “to 
be lifted up and carried away.”  The term has come to represent the sudden return of Jesus like a 
thief in the night to lift the church out of this world.    
 

But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you. For 
you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night.             
1 Thessalonians 5:1-2 (See also Matthew 24:42-44; Revelation 3:3) 

     

Regardless of one’s view as to when this will occur, all believers should wait for the appearing of 
Christ with great hope and expectation.   
 

 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying 
 ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 

 

CHAPTER 5 

THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH & THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST  
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 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who 
 gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own 
 special people, zealous for good works. Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let 
 no one despise you  Titus 2:11-15 
   

Notice that the above Scripture describes the coming of Christ as His glorious appearing.  It further 
describes His appearing as the blessed hope.  The Bible is clear on this point.  This is what we are 
waiting for, looking for, and expecting to occur.   
  

Supernatural Transport 

The rapture is an event involving supernatural power and supernatural transport.  Will 
there be an   entire generation of the saved who will be caught up to heaven without dying?  How 
many Christians today favorably accept the following description?  “A force far beyond gravity, a 
supernatural power far greater than the rockets that lift astronauts into space, will suddenly snatch 
us into the air to meet and be with Jesus forever.”   There is Biblical evidence for such an amazing 
event.  Of course, we are reminded of Enoch and Elijah of the Old Testament who were both 
caught up to heaven without physically dying (2 Kings 2:11; Hebrews 11:5).  There are also five 
examples of supernatural transport in the New Testament. 
 

1. 2 Corinthians 12:2-4—Paul is caught up to heaven (He didn’t know whether in the body or not) 
2. Acts 8:39—Phillip experienced a supernatural relocation as he was caught up in the air. 
3. Revelation 4:1-2—John is taken to heaven in the Spirit. 
4. Revelation 12:5—Jesus is snatched up to God. 
5. 1 Thessalonians 4:17—Saints who are alive will be caught up to meet Jesus in the air. 

 

Four of the five passages above use the Greek word harpazo which literally means “to carry off, 
take or snatch away, seize, grasp.”  The word occurs at least 13 times in the New Testament.  One 
of its most prominent occurrences is in the most quoted “rapture” Scripture of the Bible. 
 

But I do  not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you 
sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God 
will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we 
who are  alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are 
asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, 
and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain 
shall be  caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.  1 Thessalonians 4:12-18        

 

Notice that the above passage deals exclusively with those who have died in Christ and those who 
remain alive in Christ.  These are very uplifting words for those who follow Christ.  We are actually   
implored to comfort and encourage each other regarding the forthcoming rapture of the Church.  
The saints of God should welcome and talk positively about this topic.  This is what it means to 
“comfort one another with these words.”        
 

The Purpose of the Rapture 

There is a certain degree of fear and confusion surrounding the rapture of the Church.  
Some of this can be attributed to a lack of teaching and discussion on the topic.  Occasionally, 
there have been negative presentations that frighten people, rather than lead them to an abiding 
faith in Jesus.  This should not be if we realize that the purpose of the rapture is to resurrect all of 
the righteous from every generation and dispensation or period of Bible time, including those who 
are alive at His appearing (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17).   
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How is this amazing event going to take place?  There is a day that the Father has set in His own   
authority when He will turn to His right hand, where His Risen Son sits.  He will declare to His Son, 
“This is the Day!”  Three things will take place in heaven at that moment.  According to Scripture, 
this is how the Lord will come for us.  There will be a shout, the voice of the archangel, and the 
trumpet call of God.  Look at these words again: 
 

  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with 
 the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be 
 caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be 
 with the Lord.  1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 
 

The sequence of the above literal description of the rapture heightens its meaning and 
purpose.  The shout, which is literally a loud command, that begins Jesus’ descent is given by the 
Commander of the universe.  It will be louder than any voice has ever shouted.  The Greek word 
keleusma means “a  command, order, signal, shout.”  It relates directly to a military command or 
order.  Jesus’ appearing to rapture the Church is fully based upon God’s command.  God’s 
command will be immediately followed by the voice of the archangel.  This will be an enlightened 
sound or address that will serve as the rallying cry for the army of heavenly angels to join in praise 
of this glorious event.  Finally, there is the trumpet of God, which will gather all the saints.  It will 
both arouse them and assemble them for the rapture of the Church.  Who will blow the trumpet of 
God?  The Lamb of God is alone worthy. 
 

 Then the LORD will be seen over them, And His arrow will go forth like lightning. The Lord GOD will 
blow the trumpet, And go with whirlwinds from the south.   Zechariah 9:14 

  

The Rapture of the Church and the Second Coming of Christ  

The Early Church certainly believed and even longed for the soon return of Jesus.  The 
Early Church fathers agreed regarding the second coming that Christ.  They believed He would 
suddenly return to set up His millennial reign upon the earth.  Most  modern evangelicals, including 
Pentecostals and Charismatics, also agree with this historic position; however, they separate the 
rapture of the church from the second coming.  Although the Early Church fathers do not appear to 
have understood any distinction between the rapture of the Church and the Second Coming of 
Christ, there seems to be credible Biblical evidence for the distinction to be made.  The following 
chart provides a framework for consideration.   

Rapture of the Church Second Coming of Christ 

Occurs before the Tribulation (Luke 21:36) Occurs after the Tribulation (Matthew 24:29,30) 

Christ comes for the saints                                                    

(I Thessalonians 4:13-17) 

Christ comes with the saints                                       

(Jude 14; Revelation 19:11-21) 

Christ takes the saints to heaven (John 14:3) Christ brings the saints back to earth (Zechariah14:4,5; 

Revelation 19:14) 

Christ returns to the clouds (I Thessalonians 4:17) Christ returns to the earth (Zechariah 14:4,5) 

Christ is not seen (I Corinthians 15:52) Every eye shall see Christ (Revelation 1:7) 

The blessed hope of the Church (Titus 2:13) The great day of His wrath (Revelation 19:15) 
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As we mentioned earlier, there are three variations to this understanding:  The Pre-Tribulation 
Rapture, The Mid-Tribulation Rapture, and The Post-Tribulation Rapture.  Each of these variations 
deal entirely with when, not if, the rapture of the church will take place.  All embrace the basic 
historic view of the early church and church fathers; they vary only in regard to the timing of the 
rapture.     
 

The Timing of the Rapture  

We are focusing in this study on a pre-tribulation understanding of the rapture of the 
church.  We have done this for at least two reasons.  One, it is the most  prominent view among 
Spirit-filled believers.  Secondly, it seems to be the best fit with the Biblical descriptions regarding 
the nature of Christ’s appearing.  Although there are some legitimate challenges to the pre-
tribulation understanding and the other positions have credible points, there is a major problem in 
these views when it comes to the issue of timing.  Look again at how Jesus Himself describes His 
coming. 
 

 "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. But as 
 the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days before the 
 flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered 
 the ark, and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the 
 Son of Man be. Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. Two women will 
 be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left. Watch therefore, for you do not know what 
 hour your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the 
 thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. Therefore 
 you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.  Matthew 24:36-44 

 

Although Jesus’ return is imminent and we can know when it’s drawing near, He does not permit us 
to know the day or hour of His appearing.  The nature of the rapture is that it will be sudden, like a 
thief in the night.  It will occur when we least expect it!  Some will be taken and some will be left 
behind.  This is the timing environment for the rapture of the church.   
 

Other views and opinions involving Christians going through the Great Tribulation appear 
to ignore that the Bible clearly reveals that this 7-year period has a very precise timing.   Recall 
how Gabriel         described the 70th week to Daniel  as beginning with the 7-year covenant 
brokered by the antichrist.  Also, recall how both the book of Daniel and Revelation reveal that this 
time period is divided into two parts, each totaling 42 months or 1,260 days.  Once we knew the 
day of the 7-year covenant, we would also know the exact day of Christ’s coming if it were in the 
middle of the tribulation or at the end.  It is important for us to understand that the timing of the 
rapture is in the Father’s hands.  The environment when the rapture occurs will be exactly as Jesus 
described.   
 

We Must Be Ready 

No matter what view a believer has regarding the rapture, all are commanded to be ready.  
Jesus told a parable regarding the ten virgins that is one of the strongest admonitions regarding the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Two verses accurately characterize what this parable is talking 
about. 
 

 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the 
 wedding; and the door was shut.  Matthew 25:10 
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 "Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.  
Matthew 25:13 

 

It is necessary for us to be prepared.  This means that we must persevere in our faith and 
be spiritually fit because Christ will come at an unforeseeable date.  It is time to be spiritually 
awake!  Our faith is not based on whether we will go through the great tribulation or not, but 
on an enduring faith in Jesus Christ.  With that in mind, we now turn to an examination of the 
great tribulation and the battle of Armageddon.   
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Discussion Questions: 
 
1.  True or False:  The word “rapture” appears in the Bible. 
 
2. The purpose of the rapture will be to resurrect all of the righteous dead from: 
 A. the 21st century 
 B. each dispensation or period of Bible time 
 C. the Great Tribulation period 
 D. all of the above 
 
3. True or False:  Our faith in Jesus Christ is based upon our understanding of what point in 
 time He will return to rapture His church. 
 
4. What would be the best way to handle a discussion with someone who disagrees with you  
 regarding the timing of the rapture?  (Remember: How essential or important is this issue?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Regardless of the actual timing of Christ’s return for His bride, what should we be doing to 
 prepare for His sure coming? 
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Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are 

written in it; for the time is near.  Revelation 1:3 

 

The Blessing of Revelation  

When it comes to end-time prophecy, many of us can feel intimidated by topics such as 

the rapture of the Church, the great tribulation, the antichrist, the mark of the beast, and the battle 

of Armageddon.  In fact, some of you may already be thinking that the book of Revelation is just 

too difficult for you to read or understand.  Did you know that there is a promise of blessing to those 

who read and consider the content of this Revelation?  The verse quoted at the beginning of our 

chapter affirms there is indeed a blessing for those who take to heart its words and consider the 

reality of this prophecy.  In fact, a solid understanding of these events should radically affect our 

present point of view!  We should sense even more the urgency of reaching the world with the 

message of salvation, the message of Jesus Christ. 
 

Some background is certainly necessary as we look in this chapter at the events 

surrounding the great tribulation period.  Although we cannot present here a comprehensive study 

of all end-time prophetic events, we will attempt to examine some of the key aspects associated 

with the end of the age and the final triumph of God over Satan.  We hope that these remaining 

three chapters will encourage you and motivate you to be like those wise virgins in Matthew 25:1-

13 who were prepared for the coming of the Bridegroom. 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ 

It’s key to note that the book we call “Revelation” is the revelation of Jesus Christ 
Himself.  He sent His messenger angel to bring this word of prophecy to the writer John.  He also 
instructed John what to write. 
 

  Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place 
 after this.”   Revelation 1:19 
 

The above passage reveals that the revelation given by Jesus Christ to John has three major parts.  
The following chart will help to visualize this basic organization:     
 

 

Divisions Chapters Topics 

“What you have seen” 1 The Lord Jesus Christ 

“What is now” 2-3 The Seven Churches 

“What will take place” 4-22 The Tribulation, Second Coming, 

Millennium, Eternity 

 

CHAPTER 6 

THE GREAT TRIBULATION AND ARMAGEDDON  
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This book reveals Jesus Christ—who He is and His purposes which will be fulfilled in the 
earth.  This revelation provides a deep, true vision of the awesome power and glory of God.  The 
book also gives clear testimony of the ongoing conflict between God and Satan.  Satan is 
desperate to destroy God’s plan and we see evidence of his demonic, evil activity in the earth.  The 
promise of Jesus stands for us today.  Satan will not have the ultimate victory over the Church! 
 

…and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.   
Matthew  16:18b 

 
Let us take to heart the promise of blessing and ultimate victory in Jesus as we begin to look at the 
book of Revelation and, specifically, the events surrounding the great tribulation. 
 

What about All the Symbolism? 

The symbolism used throughout Revelation is extensive and affirms the mystery of God 
being revealed in this book.  For instance, there is the repeated use of the number “seven”, which 
indicates “completeness.”  It is interesting that this number is associated throughout Revelation 
with the complete fulfillment of God’s plan, including the seven churches, seven seals, seven 
trumpets, seven bowls, and seven angels.  Although an in-depth look at these symbols is beyond 
the scope of this study, it is important to recognize that God will accomplish His purpose upon this 
earth and in the heavenlies.  God gives us the knowledge that, even in these perilous times which 
we may not fully understand, His plan will come to its intended end.  Perhaps this is why, 
throughout the prophecy, we are given so many glimpses into the very throne room of God.  The 
Almighty has, does, and always will reign!   

 

  And they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You 
 were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people 
 and nation, And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth." Then I 
 looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; 
 and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, saying 
 with a loud voice: "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And 
 strength and honor and glory and blessing!"   Revelation 5:9-12  
 

The saints and angels forever praise Him!  So, how are we to interpret this book of 
Revelation?  How  are we to understand the real signs of the end?  Not with a perspective of fear 
or terror, but with a   supernatural peace—knowing we are called to endure and be faithful. 
 
 And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations-- 
 Revelation 2:26 

 

The Counterfeit Trinity and the Great Tribulation 

Have you ever seen counterfeit money?  You may answer “no”, but are you completely 
sure?  In fact, how do you know if the money you see every day is a fake—unless it is carefully 
compared to the real thing?  In this same way, we are not to be ignorant when it comes to 
discerning the counterfeits of Satan.  For ages, Satan has sought to be like God.  In every way, he 
seeks to deceive mankind so we might receive his lies as truth. 
 

   Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now 
 many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. They went out from us, but 
 they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out 
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 that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. But you have an anointing from the 
 Holy One, and you know all things. I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but 
 because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth. Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the 
 Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. Whoever denies the Son does not have 
 the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also. Therefore let that abide in you 
 which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also 
 will abide in the Son and in the Father. And this is the promise that He has promised us--eternal life. 
 These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you. But the anointing which 
 you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the 
 same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has 
 taught you, you will abide in Him.  1 John 2:18-27 
 

In these last days, many will exchange the truth of God for a lie (see Romans 1:25).  The empty 
and evil counterfeit is allowed to consume them because of their stubborn and unrepentant hearts.  
God’s wrath and judgment is coming to them (Romans 2:5), but many still willfully choose to live for 
the moment, given over to flesh and self.  In fact, such carnal living is considered the only 
acceptable alternative by many.  How ripe we are as a “global community” to be plucked and ruled 
by Satan himself! Nations vying for economic and political standing are aligned to come under the 
rule of one who will give a counterfeit promise of worldwide peace and prosperity.  Even the people 
of Israel will not be exempt from this deep deception.  
 

I have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him 
you will receive.  John 5:43 

 
This one who arises on the scene in Revelation—this beast in human form with an 

antichrist spirit—will have a persuasive yet counterfeit appeal.   
 

 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying 
 wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive 
 the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this reason God will send them strong 
 delusion, that they should believe the lie,   2 Thessalonians 2:9-11 
 

Many believe that the Antichrist appears on the scene as the first of the four horsemen of the       
apocalypse.  It is obvious that he is portraying himself as a counterfeit to Christ.    
 

 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, 
 and he went out conquering and to conquer. Revelation 6:2  
 

The Antichrist’s power and authority will come directly from the dragon, Satan. 
 

Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having seven heads 
and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name. Now the beast 
which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a 
lion. The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great authority. 3And I saw one of his heads as 
if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound was healed. And all the world marveled and 
followed the beast. 4So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they 
worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?"    
Revelation 13:1-4 

 

With his counterfeit promises, this man revealed in Scripture as the Antichrist will draw the nations 
of the earth to himself and establish a seven-year peace covenant with Israel.  This seven-year 
period is commonly referred to as the tribulation period.  This is Daniel’s 70th week discussed in 
chapter four of this manual.  It is a very precise and fixed period of time.  After three and one-half 
years, this false covenant with the nations will be broken and the full fury of evil will be unleashed 
upon mankind.   
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Tribulation vs. Great Tribulation 

Because the nation of Israel and the saints of God living upon the earth will endure 
extreme and widespread persecution during this second half of the seven years, it is often known 
as the great tribulation.  This is to be distinguished from the general trials and tribulations believers 
of every age endure.   
 

 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.  John 16:33  

 

 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until 
this time, no, nor ever shall be. And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but 
for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened.  Matthew 24:21-22  

 

Although both of the above passages speak of tribulation, only the latter refers to the precise seven 
year period following the rapture of the church.  The prophet Jeremiah calls the great tribulation the 
“time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jeremiah 30:7).  Beginning with chapter six and continuing through 
chapter 18, the book of Revelation declares that “the great day of His wrath has come” (Revelation 
6:17).   
 

Will Christians go through the great tribulation?  This is one of the most debated questions 
of our day.  Although there are again different views on this, the pre-tribulation position held by 
most Spirit-filled believers and a significant number of evangelicals’ states that the church will not 
go through any portion of the great tribulation period.  There are four basic reasons behind this 
view. 
 

1. The tribulation is a time of wrath, judgment, indignation, darkness, destruction, and death and hose who have 
put their trust in the Lord are delivered from the wrath to come (1 Thessalonians 1:10; Romans 8:1) 

2. The tribulation is a time of unrestrained evil, which means that what is now restraining evil will be removed 
for this seven year period (2 Thessalonians 2:1-7). 

3. The church appears in her glorified position with Christ in heaven at the beginning of the tribulation 
(Revelation 4:4; 19:8; Ephesians 2:6; 2 Timothy 4:8)  

4. The tribulation is a time where vengeance is taken upon those who do not know God and not upon the 
church (2 Thessalonians 1:7-8; 2 Peter 2:7; Genesis 19:17, 22). 

 

The Mark of the Beast—666 

In this great tribulation, the Antichrist will be joined by a second beast, one who is 
commonly referred to as the false prophet.  It is he who orchestrates worship of the antichrist and 
forces a mark to be placed upon people for the purposes of trade.  This is that infamous “mark of 
the beast” which elicits so much public attention in every generation.   
 

  Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns like a lamb and spoke 
 like a dragon. And he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence, and causes the 
 earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. He 
 performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of 
 men. And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those signs which he was granted to do in the 
 sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who was 
 wounded by the sword and lived. He was granted power to give breath to the image of the beast, that 
 the image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as would not worship the image of the 
 beast to be killed. He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark 
 on their right hand or on their foreheads, and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the 
 mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. Here is wisdom. Let him who has 
 understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 666. 
 Revelation 13:11-18 
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There is much speculation as to whether the number 666 will involve an embedded computer chip 
or something similar.  The number “6” is considered the number of “man,” so it is conceivable that it 
represents the mark, the ultimate conclusion for man’s rejection of Jesus Christ and embracing of 
evil.  It is important to note here that the “mark of the beast” is contrasted with the 144,000 born 
again Jews who are marked on their foreheads with the seal of the living God in Revelation 7:2-4.  
The former receive terrible judgment, while the latter are protected from harm.  Although as many 
as 21 judgments are poured out upon the earth through the seven seals, the seven trumpets, and 
the seven bowls of wrath, there remains God’s continual appeal for repentance.   
 

 But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their 
 hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which 
 can neither see nor hear nor walk. And they did not repent of their murders or their sorceries  or their 
 sexual immorality or their thefts.  Revelation 9:20-21   
 

Satan’s pride will take him even to the point of developing a counterfeit Trinity.  This 
counterfeit       Trinity—Satan, Antichrist, and the False Prophet—will have their day.  They will 
torment many; they will order worship on penalty of death. 
 

 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life 
 of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. If anyone has an ear, let him hear. He who leads 
 into captivity shall go into captivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here 
 is the patience and the faith of the saints.  Revelation 13:8-10 
 

Even in this procedure, this defined process of tribulation; we must remember it is necessary to 
draw all things to the end of the age, to purify the nations, and to usher in the millennial reign of 
Christ.  The great tribulation is a certain reality and many will die for the name of Jesus Christ.  Yet 
we know this from the Revelation, the book with a promise: the reward of these saints is certain! 
 

  
 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, 
 tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
 robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation 
 belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!" All the angels stood around the throne 
 and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 
 God, saying: "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, Thanksgiving and honor and power and might,  
 Be to our God forever and ever. Amen." Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "Who are 
 these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?" And I said to him, "Sir, you know."  So 
 he said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and 
 made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve 
 Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. They shall 
 neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; for the Lamb 
 who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And 
 God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."  Revelation 7:9-17 

 

What a hope in the face of such persecution and judgments upon the earth!  For those saints who 
are in the midst of these things, hope will spring eternal from the very throne of the Lamb of God!        
However, for the counterfeit Trinity and those nations who align their hearts against the Almighty, 
their pride and evil deception will take them so far as to war against God Himself, against the 
awesome power and might of Jesus Christ in all His glory. 
 

The Battle of Armageddon  
 

 And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.  Revelation 16:16 
 

 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth 
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and destroy with the brightness of His coming.   2 Thessalonians 2:8 
 

The followers of the beast and those who defy God will rejoice in evil’s initial earthly 
successes.  Yet we know Jesus Christ will utterly defeat the armies of the earth in the last great 
conflict of the age.  The Bible reveals that three unclean spirits will be used to influence kings and 
nations to gather against Israel.  Satan’s purpose will be to exterminate every Jew from the face of 
the earth.  This war of all wars will be a literal blood bath.  In fact, according to the Bible, there will 
be about 180 miles (300 kilometers) of blood. 
 

 And the winepress was trampled outside the city, and blood came out of the winepress, up to the 
 horses' bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs.  Revelation 14:20   
 

For this Battle of Armageddon, the nations of the earth will gather in the Valley of Jezreel near the 
ancient Israeli city of Megiddo.  This place, known as Armageddon or Megiddo (meaning in the        
Hebrew “to pluck, to gather”) will be the gathering place for the greatest battle of all times.  Located 
at the foot of the Carmel mountain range, Megiddo commands one of the most strategic points in 
the entire land of Israel.  The ancient city of Megiddo overlooked a huge valley with a large flat 
plain, a relatively short distance from the coastal areas and ideal for the assembling of military 
equipment and personnel.   
 

Excavations have uncovered the ruins of over 20 cities on this site, dating from 4,000 to 
400 B.C.      Megiddo was last inhabited by Roman soldiers and then abandoned, never to be 
rebuilt as a city.  War after war, battle after battle has been fought from this place.  The site of 
many bloody battles         throughout history, this open expanse of land will once again be the 
place of war and there will gather the armies of the earth for the bloodiest battle ever seen.  From 
this staging area, the armies will battle, ultimately to clash at the Holy City—Jerusalem. 
 

For I will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem; The city shall be taken, The houses rifled, 
And the women ravished. Half of the city shall go into captivity, But the remnant of the people shall 
not be cut off from the city. Then the LORD will go forth And fight against those nations, As He fights 
in the day of battle.  Zechariah 14:2-3 

 

The map in Appendix 3 shows a number of configurations for the sequence of battle.  There are 
some different views on the length and number of invasions against Jerusalem.  For instance, 
some hold that the Battle of Armageddon will include several invasions encompassing the entire 
last three and a half years of the great tribulation period.  At any rate, it will be the greatest and 
most comprehensive conflict of the ages.   
 

We Win! 

The demonic hunger for dominion will draw Satan and the nations of the earth to the very 
center of earthly civilization.  They will do battle at Jerusalem.  This city of promise, the seat of 
God, is Satan’s desire.  To take Jerusalem from the Almighty would be the ultimate victory and 
prize of war.  But praise God, the battle has already been decided!   
  

  The burden of the word of the LORD against Israel. Thus says the LORD, who stretches out the 
 heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit of man within him: "Behold, I will make 
 Jerusalem a cup of drunkenness to all the surrounding peoples, when they lay siege against Judah 
 and Jerusalem. And it shall happen in that day that I will make Jerusalem a very heavy stone for all 
 peoples; all who would heave it away will surely be cut in pieces, though all nations of the earth are 
 gathered against it.  Zechariah 12:1-3 
 

He will rescue Israel, purified and ready to receive their Redeemer.  Jesus Christ will come, in all 
His power and His glory.  This is the second coming of Christ.  He will strike down those who 
continue to stubbornly defy God.  He will bind the deceiver and force him to rest from his evil work 
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on the earth.  The Battle of Armageddon concludes with an invasion from heaven. 
  

 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and 
 True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His 
 head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed 
 with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies in heaven, 
 clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now out of His mouth goes a 
 sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of 
 iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on 
 His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. Then I saw an 
 angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the midst 
 of heaven, "Come and gather together for the supper of the great God,[that you may eat the flesh of 
 kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on 
 them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and great." And I saw the beast, the kings 
 of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and 
 against His army. Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in 
 his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who 
 worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. And the 
 rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all 
 the birds were filled with their flesh. Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key 
 to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, 
 who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and he cast him into the bottomless 
 pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the 
 thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be released for a little while. 
 Revelation 19:11-20:3 
 
The dispensation of divine government, the reign of Christ with His justice, is soon to be revealed.  
May we be expectant as we see the end of the age approaching.  Even so, come quickly Lord 
Jesus! 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

1.  The Tribulation period will last for: 

 A. 5 years 

 B. 7 years 

 C. 10 years 

 D. 9 months 

 

2. The purpose of the Tribulation period will be to: 

 A. purify Israel 

 B. destroy the earth 

 C. destroy Israel 

 D. redeem the United States  

 

3.  The worst conflict in the history of the world will be: 

 A. the world championship wrestling match 

 B. a nuclear war between Russia and the U.S.A. 

 C. the battle of Armageddon 

 D. the Super Bowl 

 

4. How would you describe for someone the difference between general tribulation of the 

 saints through the ages and the tribulation period as described in the book of 

 Revelation? 
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Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdoms of this world 
have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!" 

Revelation 11:15 
 

And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those 
who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast 
or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned 

with Christ for a thousand years.  Revelation 20:4 
 

 

The Thousand Year Reign of Christ 

 The word “millennium” is yet another term that is not specifically found in the Bible.  It is 
derived from the Latin words mille meaning “thousand,” and ennium meaning “years.”  This 
thousand year period is mentioned six times in chapter twenty of Revelation.  What is commonly 
called “The millennial reign of Christ” refers to the first installment of the Dispensation of Divine 
Government.  The main purpose of this period is to restore the original plan of God.  All rebellion 
throughout the earth will be put down so God may rule as He did before the Fall (Isaiah 11:1-10).  
The test and responsibility during these ten centuries will be to obey and worship Christ.   
 

 And the LORD shall be King over all the earth. In that day it shall be-- "The LORD is one,"And His 
name one. Zechariah 14:9 

 

 And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem 
shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of 
Tabernacles. And it shall be that whichever of the families of the earth do not come up to Jerusalem 
to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, on them there will be no rain. If the family of Egypt will not 
come up and enter in, they shall have no rain; they shall receive the plague with which the LORD 
strikes the nations who do not come up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. This shall be the 
punishment of Egypt and the punishment of all the nations that do not come up to keep the Feast of 
Tabernacles.  Zechariah 14:16-19 

 

This period of time will be quite different than what has gone before it because it involves the return 
of Christ upon the earth to rule the nations and to reign forever.          
 

Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdoms of 
this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and 
ever!" And the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their faces and 
worshiped God, saying: "We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The One who is and who was 
and who is to come, Because You have taken Your great power and reigned. The nations were angry, 
and Your wrath has come, And the time of the dead, that they should be judged, And that You should 
reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, And those who fear Your name, small and great, 
And should destroy those who destroy the earth."  Revelation 11:15-18 

 

The great tribulation ends with the second coming of Christ as a conqueror.  This is when He will 
set His feet on Mount Zion with His vast army of saints from all dispensations to take care of 
business at the battle of Armageddon discussed in the previous chapter.     
 

 Then the LORD will go forth And fight against those nations, As He fights in the day of battle. And in 
 that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, Which faces Jerusalem on the east. And the 
 Mount of Olives shall be split in two, From east to west, Making a very large valley; Half of the 

 

CHAPTER 7 

THE MILENNIAL REIGN OF CHRIST 
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 mountain shall move toward the north And half of it toward the south. Zechariah 14:3-4  
 

  
Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His 
head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed 
with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies in heaven, 
clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now out of His mouth goes a 
sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of 
iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on 
His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.         
Revelation 19:11-16 

 

The Antichrist and the False Prophet are judged and their armies destroyed (Revelation 19:19-21.   
Satan is literally put in God’s jail for 1,000 years as Jesus sets up His kingdom upon the earth.   
    Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great 

 chain in his hand. He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and 
 bound him for a thousand years; and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a 
 seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But 
 after these things he must be released for a little while. And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and 
 judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their 
 witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had 
 not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for 
 a thousand years. But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. 
 This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such 
 the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with 
 Him a thousand years.  Revelation 20: 1-6 
 

There are at least seven significant changes that will take place when Satan is bound and 
removed from the earth: 
 

1. There will be changes in the earth (Romans 8:21-23; Isaiah 35:1-2). 
2. There will be changes in the animal kingdom (Isaiah 11:6-9). 
3. There will be changes in the aging, sicknesses, and diseases of the body (Isaiah 35:5-6). 
4. There will be changes in produce (Joel 2:26-27; 3:18). 
5. There will be changes among the nations as peace is on the earth (Isaiah 19:23-25). 
6. There will be changes in government (Revelation 11:15; Zechariah 14:8-9). 
7. There will be changes in the spiritual conditions as righteousness, morality, and godliness are on 

earth (Isaiah 2:2-4). 
 

Although Satan will be released briefly at the conclusion of the thousand years, this is one period of 
time we do not want to miss! 
 

The Inhabitants of the Earth during the Millennium 

During the Millennium there are three classes of people who inhabit the earth. 
 

1. The resurrected saints 

2. The restored nation of Israel 
3. The Gentile nations 

 

The Resurrected Saints 
As referenced in the passage from Revelation 20 above (v. 4), John saw the resurrected 

saints of God.  This included, but was not limited to, those who were beheaded for their witness 
and who would not worship the beast. These believers will function under the authority of Jesus as 
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administrators of God’s divine government during the millennium.    
 

Numerous Scriptures give reference to the fact that God’s people will mete out judgment 
and bear rule in God’s kingdom (1 Corinthians 6:2, 3; Matthew 25:21; Luke 19:17-19).  The fact is 
that these verses and others like them teach us that the circumstances and situations that we 
encounter in our service to the Lord are part of our training for future ruling with Christ.  Although 
we are saved by grace and not works, our obedience does determine our spiritual inheritance and 
the authority we will be given in the kingdom that is to come.  This is why we should embrace and 
learn from the tasks, responsibilities, ministries, and stewardships that the Lord gives us in this life.     
 

The church of Jesus Christ, having been resurrected, will be living in their glorified bodies 
(1 Corinthians 15:50-58)  They will interact with the mortal men who inhabit the earth at that time in 
the same way that Jesus interacted with His disciples after His resurrection (Luke 24, John 20).  
They will be rulers with Christ of God’s government.  This means that we will be given 
responsibilities in ruling or governing nations which survive the great tribulation.  
 

 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no 
 power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years. 
 Revelation 20:6 
 

“Reign” in the above passage is the Greek word basileuo, which refers to kingly rule and 
specifically to the exercising of kingly power.  It relates to the governor of a province, the rule of the 
Messiah, and the reign of Christians in the millennium.  What this means is that Christians will 
exercise the highest influence under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
  
The Restored Nation of Israel 

The nation of Israel is destined to turn again to the Lord and fulfill their covenant with Him 
(Romans 11, Isaiah 59:20; Zechariah 12:10).  During the millennium, Jesus will set up His kingdom 
in the land of Israel and Jerusalem will be the place of His throne and the world capital.  
 

Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the mountain of the LORD's house Shall be 
established on the top of the mountains, And shall be exalted above the hills; And all nations shall 
flow to it. Many people shall come and say, "Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To 
the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And we shall walk in His paths."  For out of 
Zion shall go forth the law, And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the 
nations, And rebuke many people; They shall beat their swords into plowshares, And their spears 
into pruning hooks; Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, Neither shall they learn war 
anymore.  Isaiah 2:2-4 

 

As a restored nation in covenant with God, Israel will function as a light to the Gentiles (Isaiah 61:4-
11).  They will be ministers and missionaries to instruct the nations in worship and the ways of 
God.  During the millennium, Israel will experience the lavish blessings that God has so longed to    
bestow upon her.  Her people will live long, happy, fruitful lives and be a testimony of God’s favor 
upon those who serve Him and abide in His covenant.   
 

But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; For behold, I create Jerusalem as a rejoicing, And her 
people a joy. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, And joy in My people; The voice of weeping shall no longer 
be heard in her, Nor the voice of crying. "No more shall an infant from there live but a few days, Nor 
an old man who has not fulfilled his days; For the child shall die one hundred years old, But the 
sinner being one hundred years old shall be accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
They shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; They shall not 
plant and another eat; For as the days of a tree, so shall be the days of My people, And My elect shall 
long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, Nor bring forth children for trouble; 
For they shall be the descendants of the blessed of the LORD, And their offspring with them. "It shall 
come to pass That before they call, I will answer; And while they are still speaking, I will hear. The 
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wolf and the lamb shall feed together, The lion shall eat straw like the ox, And dust shall be the 
serpent's food. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain," Says the LORD.       
Isaiah 65:18-25 

 
The Gentile Nations 

The final battle of Revelation 19 will not result in the ultimate destruction of mankind.  
Though the earth’s population will be greatly diminished by the horrific plagues and wars that occur 
throughout the seven year tribulation, there will be remnants who survive.  These nations will 
rebuild and replenish the earth under the rule or divine government of Jesus, His glorified Church, 
and the restored nation of Israel. 
 

 And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem 
 shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of 
 Tabernacles. And it shall be that whichever of the families of the earth do not come up to Jerusalem 
 to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, on them there will be no rain. If the family of Egypt will not 
 come up and enter in, they shall have no rain; they shall receive the plague with which the LORD 
 strikes the nations who do not come up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. This shall be the 
 punishment of Egypt and the punishment of all the nations that do not come up to keep the Feast of 
 Tabernacles.  Zechariah 14:16-19 
 

This passage illustrates that, in the millennium, there will be nations of mortal men functioning as 
free moral agents under the government of God.  It also shows that Israel, and specifically 
Jerusalem, will be the place of worship.  While it is true that the devil and his minions will be bound 
and God’s government as administrated by His glorified saints will prevail over all the earth, the 
opportunities for sin, disobedience, and rebellion will still be present.   Those nations who resist 
God’s perfect rule will be chastised by plagues as described above.  
 

Life in the Millennium 

In spite of opportunity for sin still remaining, the thousand year reign of Christ will largely 
be a time of peace, blessing, and joy to all mankind.  People will live long (Revelation 22:4) and will 
not encounter any harm physically, morally, or socially (Isaiah 11:9).  There will be an increase in 
light, which will produce divine health (Isaiah 24:23; 60:19-20; Revelation 21:23).  This will be a 
perfect society under Christ’s rule.  Even the animal kingdom will be tamed and experience this 
great peace as the “lion lies down with the lamb.”  Imagine how great things will be when men 
“beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.”  The vast resources of 
technology and research that are now invested into the development of armaments and weapons 
of war will in that day be totally dedicated to the betterment of mankind.  In addition, the great 
wealth that men now waste on sinful and immoral pleasures will be available for godly and 
beneficial endeavors.     
 

The millennium should not be confused with the new heavens and new earth spoken of in 
the 21st and 22nd chapters of the book of Revelation.  Unlike that realm, the thousand year reign of 
Christ takes place on this present earth in conditions with which we are all familiar.  The “curse” 
that was placed on the earth as a result of Adam and Eve’s transgression in the garden of Eden 
(Genesis 3:17-19) will still be in effect until this present heaven and earth “pass away” (Revelation 
21:1; Revelation 22:3).  Because of this, physical birth and death will continue.  There will still be 
adverse weather, plagues, mosquitoes, and the like.  In contrast to the new heaven and earth, 
where there will be no night, sun, moon, or stars, (Revelation 22:5) there will continue during the 
millennium to be day, night, summer, winter, planting time, and harvest.   
 



 49 

In the early years of the millennium, the diminished remnant of mankind will be digging out of the      
immense wreckage and devastation of the great tribulation (Ezekiel 39:9-16).  However, under the 
administration of Christ’s kingdom, it will not take long until there will be fruitfulness, prosperity, and 
blessing.  This blessing and prosperity will continue to increase and multiply as the years go by.  
Think of it!  In 10 or 15 years you might walk outside and stand under a canopy of stars in the           
millennium which are the very same stars you would stand under tonight.  As you turn your face to 
the east, you would know that there, a half a world away, the glorified Lord Jesus is sitting on his 
throne in the physical city of Jerusalem.  As one of His redeemed saints, you will be involved in 
administrating some portion of His vast kingdom.      
 

Why the Millennium? 

You may ask, “If God is ultimately going to create a new heavens and a new earth for His 
eternal kingdom, why does He set up a temporary millennial kingdom on this present earth?”  In 
the eternal counsels of God there are, undoubtedly, many reasons for the millennial reign of Christ.  
Among them are the following: 
 

 To reveal the righteousness of God’s judgments 

 To fulfill God’s original designs for the earth and mankind 

 To fulfill God’s covenant with Israel 

 To provide further training and development to God’s resurrected saints 
 

First, the millennium will prove that God’s ways are, and always have been completely 
right and just.   
 
 Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy. For all nations shall 
 come and worship before You, For Your judgments have been manifested."  Revelation 15:4 
 
 

What if God were to bring human history to an end and then whisk His redeemed people to a new 
heaven and earth where there was no more curse, no sickness, no disease?  It could be argued 
that His ways would not have worked on the earth as we know it, and that His government was no 
better than all of the various governments devised by man.  During the millennium, all of God’s 
laws and principles will be put into effect right on this very earth.  As the divine government of God 
takes effect on this planet and the resultant blessing and benefits are manifested, it will be an open 
demonstration of the wisdom and truth of His ways.  
 

Secondly, the millennial reign of Christ will be a time in which God will bring to pass His 
original       purpose for the earth and mankind. 
 

Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the 
morning were the sixth day.  Genesis 1:31 

 

When sin entered creation, it disrupted the blessing and harmony that God had created in Eden.     
During the thousand year reign of Christ, that blessing will be realized once again. Thirdly, the 
millennium will be a time when God brings to pass all the promises that He made to Israel. 
Throughout the Bible, God made numerous promises to His people (Genesis 12:1-3; Deuteronomy 
32:8-10; Luke 1:32, 33; Isaiah 61:4-7).  These will all be brought into their fullness during Christ’s   
thousand year reign. 
 

Another reason for the millennium is to bring Christ’s glorified Church to another level of 
training and discipleship.  Isaiah 9:7 teaches us that God’s kingdom is ALWAYS growing and 
increasing.  Paul speaks of how God will be continually lavishing His grace and kindness upon us 
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in the “ages to come” (Ephesians:2:7).  As the resurrected saints of Christ work with Him in 
administrating His divine kingdom on earth, they will experience a quantum leap in their 
relationship with God and their knowledge of Him.   
     

The End of the Millennium  

Given the conditions of life in the millennium, it will be easy for men to live a life that 
outwardly appears pleasing to God.  Yet God will still allow a final season of testing in order to 
reveal the true state of each person’s heart.  At this time many will be deceived by Satan in his last 
desperate grasp for power on earth. 
 

 Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his prison and will go out to 
 deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them 
 together to battle, whose number is as the sand of the sea. They went up on the breadth of the earth 
 and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city. And fire came down from God out of 
 heaven and devoured them. The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and 
 brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night 
 forever and ever. Revelation 20:7-10 
 

This time it is very clear that there is no messing around by God with the opposing armies.  He        
consumes them with fire!  The literal picture here is that the fire “eats them up.”   God is again            
confirmed as the direct ruler of His people and over His creation.  The new heavens and the new 
earth are ready to be revealed.   First, God must finalize His judgment upon all unbelievers at what 
is called “The Great White Throne Judgment.”  These will be the topics of our final chapter in God’s 
Plan for the Ages. 
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Discussion Questions: 
 
1. The purpose of the millennial reign of Christ is: 
 A. defeat Satan 
 B. recapture Jerusalem 
 C. restore the original plan of God 
 D. to increase knowledge  
 

2. During this time, what city will be the world capital of the kingdom of God? 
 
 
 
3. True or False:  The saints of God will reign as kings and priests with Christ during the  
 millennium. 
 
4. True or False:  There will be no sinners on the earth during the millennial reign. 
 
5. Which of the following is not present within the millennium? 
 A. prolonged life 
 B. increase in light 
 C. universal peace 
 D. wild animals 
 
6. What will be the great climax to God’s plan? 
 A. a river of life 
 B. a gold road 
 C. pearly gates 
 D. new heavens and a new earth 
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Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. 

And there was found no place for them.  Revelation 20:11 

 

Introduction to the End  

All that we have been learning in this study has been leading to the end of the age and to 
new heavens and earth under God’s rule.  At the conclusion of the millennial reign of Christ upon 
earth (and prior to the creation of the new heaven and earth), comes a most awesome and 
sobering event known as the “Great White Throne Judgment.”  It is very important to understand 
that this judgment is God’s judgment of unbelievers.  It is where sinners who have rejected Christ 
will stand before a holy God.  There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth just like Jesus said.  
This is in total contrast with what is called the “judgment seat of Christ”, where believers will be 
judged in accordance with their works and accordingly given rewards and responsibilities in God’s 
eternal kingdom.   
 

 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done 
 in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  2 Corinthians 5:10 
 

The above judgment is sometimes referred to as the “Bema Judgment” due to the Greek 
word for “judgment seat” used in the passage.  It is described like the Olympics—where winning 
athletes come before judges to receive various medals.  Our motives will be tested at this time 
rather than how much we did on earth (1 Corinthians 3:13).  There will be no exceptions.  Every 
believer must appear at the judgment seat of Christ, an event which most likely will take place after 
the rapture.  On the other hand, every unbeliever will appear at the Great White Throne judgment 
of God.  
 

 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another 
 book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by 
 the things which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and  
 Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his 
 works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.And anyone 
 not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.  Revelation 20:12-15 
  

This judgment of all unbelievers is the final judgment of God and it is coming.  Often 
people deny or even scoff at even the idea of any future punishment for sins.  God’s Word is 
diametrically opposed to those who believe in this way.  The above passage clearly reveals that 
there is a final judgment for every unbeliever, small or great.  Unbelievers will stand before God 
and give an account to God.  They will be judged and punished for their rejection of Jesus Christ 
and their works on earth.  There is absolutely no doubt about this.   
 

The Great White Throne 

Where will the final judgment take place?  It is described as a “great white throne” 
(Revelation 20:11).  It is literally a “mega” throne.  The use of this term refers more to the stature of 
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the One who sits on it as opposed to its size.  “White” means that it is a place of purity, holiness, 
and righteousness.  It is also indicative of the garments of angels and those exalted to the brilliant 
splendor of the heavenly state. The unbelievers are standing before a holy God who is sitting upon 
His holy throne.  He is the holy God that they rejected.  His voice and His decisions are righteous 
and true.  They are seeing the complete brilliance of the great salvation they so foolishly neglected.  
Needless to say, these are not “happy campers.”  This should also serve as a warning to careless 
and carnal Christians.   
 

  Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away. For if 
 the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience 
 received a just reward, how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first 
 began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, God also bearing 
 witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to 
 His own will?  Hebrews 2:1-4 
 

 Most have assumed that the Great White Throne Judgment takes place in heaven.  Some have        
proposed that it takes place at an intermediate place because the earth is gone and the unsaved 
would not be permitted in heaven. 
 

 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled 
 away.  And there was found no place for them.  Revelation 20:11  
 

A very interesting view due to the above Scripture is this: that the earth in which the 
unsaved put all their trust will be destroyed while they are standing before the very God they 
rejected.  It is obvious that God must first destroy the present heavens and earth before He fulfills 
His promise of a new heaven and earth.  When will this destruction take place?  The Preacher’s 
Outline & Sermon Bible describes it in this way: 
 

 Picture this scene!  There stand all the unbelievers who have ever lived.  Billions and billions of unbelievers 
 stand upon the great sea of glass before the throne of God.  Then all of a sudden a massive explosion of 
 atoms never dreamed possible.  A chain reaction sets off all the atoms throughout the whole universe.  
 A universal atomic explosion destroys the whole  universe.  Both the heavens and earth are destroyed by 
 God, destroyed by fire. Imagine the shock of unbelievers standing before God in the spiritual world.  
 The idea is that they will witness the fiery destruction of their world, the world upon which they had lived 
 their lives.  Note the words “there was no place found for them [the unbelievers].” They had lived for 
 the world and their world was gone: money, houses, lands, position, power, fame, popularity, drugs, 
 sex, alcohol, pleasure, possessions, and comfort—it will all be gone.  There will no longer be a world for the 
 unbeliever, and they do not belong in heaven.  There will be no place for them.   
 

This scenario gains much credibility when viewed through some of the following verses of 
Scripture: 
 

 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.  Matthew 24:35 
 

 By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of 
judgment and destruction of ungodly men.  2 Peter 3:7 

 

 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a 
great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it 
will be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought 
you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent 
heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells.  2 Peter 3:10-13 

 

 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. 
Also there was no more sea.  Revelation 21:1 
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 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, And look on the earth beneath. For the heavens will vanish away 
like smoke, The earth will grow old like a garment, And those who dwell in it will die in like manner; 
But My salvation will be forever, And My righteousness will not be abolished.  Isaiah 51:6 

 

 For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former shall not be remembered or come 
to mind.  Isaiah 65:17 

    

The Books of Heaven 

The verses describing the final judgment reveal that God has two sets of books.  These 
books form the basis for the judgment of the unbelievers. 
 

          And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God,[a] and books were opened. And another 
 book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by 
 the things which were written in the books.  Revelation 20:12 
 

There are “books” and there is the “Book of Life.”  The “books” refer to God’s written record of 
every thought, word, and deed of the wicked dead.  The “Book of Life” contains the names of 
everyone who accepted Christ while on earth throughout the ages.  This book is most fascinating 
and is mentioned in a number of passages.  Here are a few. 
  

 Yet now, if You will forgive their sin--but if not, I pray, blot me out of Your book which You have 
written." And the LORD said to Moses, "Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My 
book.  Exodus 32:32-33 

 

 Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, And not be written with the righteous.  Psalm 69:28 
 

 At that time Michael shall stand up, The great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people; 
And there shall be a time of trouble, Such as never was since there was a nation, Even to that time. 
And at that time your people shall be delivered, Every one who is found written in the book.       
Daniel 12:1 

 

 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your 
names are written in heaven."  Luke 10:20 

 

 And I urge you also, true companion, help these women who labored with me in the gospel, with 
Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the Book of Life.        
Philippians 4:3 

 

 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book 
of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.  Revelation 3:5 

 

 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life 
of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.  Revelation 13:8 (Also Rev. 17:8) 

 

 But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only 
those who are written in the Lamb's Book of Life.  Revelation 21:27 
 

 …and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part 
from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book 
Revelation 22:19 

 

It appears that, at the Great White Throne Judgment, God first looks for their names in the 
“Book of Life.”  Of course, the names of the unbelievers are not found.  He then proceeds to the 
books of records and the wicked dead are judged out of them.  These “books of records” are not 
opened to determine whether a person is doomed to hell.  The “Book of Life” clearly determines 

http://www.bible.gospelcom.net/passage/?search=Revelation%2020:12;&version=50;#fen-NKJV-31048a#fen-NKJV-31048a
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this. 
 

 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire  Revelation 20:15 
 

The “book of records” is opened to judge them according to their works.   
 

 And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. 
 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in 
 hem. And they were judged, each one according to his works.  Revelation 20:12b-13 
 

Although all the unbelievers are condemned to hell, the above passage implies that there will be a   
determination of the degree of punishment each person is to receive.  For example, Hitler and 
Stalin will receive more severe judgment and punishment than a car thief.  All will go to hell, but 
they will not suffer the same amount of punishment because the “book of records” demonstrates 
that God is exact and fair in His judgment of each person.   
 

 But I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you.  And 
you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works 
which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day.  But I say to 
you  that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.”  
Matthew 11:22-24   

 

 And that servant who knew his master's will, and did not prepare himself or do according to his will, 
shall be beaten with many stripes. But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of 
stripes, shall be beaten with few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be 
required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more. Luke 12:47-48 

 

The point is that even unbelievers will be treated fairly by God.  Their punishment will equal their 
works and match their behavior.  What about those who have done good in their lives and haven’t 
hurt anyone?  Here is a thought again on this from The Preacher’s Sermon & Outline Bible:    
 

“Many a person says “I’m doing the best that I can.”  He will be judged on that basis.  He will be judged for all 
the good things that he did as well as for all the bad things that he did.  But not: he is still doomed for hell.  
Why?  If he did mostly good in his life, why is he still doomed for hell?  Because he is not perfect—never has 
been perfect and never will be—not within himself. His only hope for perfection is to trust Jesus Christ, to 
trust Jesus Christ has taken his sins and borne them for him.  But the unbeliever does not accept Jesus 
Christ.  Therefore, no matter how mild a sinner he may be, he is still a sinner and imperfect. Consequently, 
he has to bear his own sins and have them read out loud by God.  Standing before God, if the unbeliever had 
only trusted Jesus Christ to bear his sins for him, he would have been free of sin.  There would have been no 
sin recorded against him.  For Jesus Christ would have borne them for all; Jesus Christ would have freed the 
unbeliever of sin and presented him perfect before God.  This is the reason good works and doing the best 
we can is not enough.  No matter how  much good we do, we can never achieve perfection.  And to live in 
heaven with God we must be perfect, for heaven and God are perfect.  And God is not about to allow heaven 
and His presence to become contaminated with sin.  Heaven would no longer be heaven if sin were allowed 
within it.” 

 

The Second Death    

Where will all these people come from?  The Great White Throne Judgment involves the 
resurrection of all unbelievers.  The following verse reveals that God knows where all the atoms 
and particles of each person are and He will call forth the human body of every unbeliever who has 
ever lived. 

  
 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in 
 them.   Revelation 20:13a 
 

It’s important to understand that the first resurrection, the resurrection of believers, has already 
taken place in three phases over 1,000 years earlier.  Believers are in heaven enjoying wonderful 
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fellowship with Jesus at the “Marriage Supper of the Lamb,” (Revelation 19:17) which occurs just 
prior to the final sequence of the battle of Armageddon.  However, we are now discussing the 
second resurrection—the one for unbelievers.  It is the final resurrection.  Surprisingly, people often 
get the two confused.   
 

 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand ears were finished. This is the first 
 resurrection. Blessed and holy s he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second 
 death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a 
 thousand years. Revelation 20:5-6 
 

Notice that Revelation 20 on two occasions mentions “the second death.”   The Bible tells us 
exactly what it is.  It is the lake of fire!  
 
 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the  second death.  Revelation 20:14 
 

What is so terrorizing about the “second death” is that it is eternal separation from God.  In this 
sense it is eternal death, but this does not mean extinction or a ceasing to exist as some are 
tempted to believe.  Notice that even “Hades” is thrown into the lake of fire.  This means that 
“Hades” must be a temporary place where unbelievers go after they die to await the final judgment 
at the Great White Throne.  The lake of fire, then, would be the final and eternal place of torment 
for all unbelievers.  It is the second death.  The fact that it takes place just prior to the new heavens 
and earth is significant because it demonstrates again that God has done all He can to provide the 
way of salvation to  everyone. 
 

The New 

 Then He who sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all things new." And He said to me, "Write, for 
 these words are true and faithful."   Revelation 21:5 
 

This is one of the most fantastic promises of Christ.  He will make everything brand new!  
This includes a new heaven and a new earth and a new Jerusalem.  
 

 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. 
 Also there was no more sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of 
 heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from 
 heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they 
 shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God will wipe away every 
 tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more 
 pain, for the former things have passed away." Revelation 21:1-4 
 

The Greek, kainos, means “new, in respect to recently made, fresh, unused, unprecedented, and        
unheard of.”  There is some debate as to whether the present earth will be transformed rather than 
destroyed, but whatever the case, the new will be remarkable to say the least.  Notice that the new 
Jerusalem comes down from heaven.  Apparently, this new Holy City will be attached somehow to 
the new earth.  Perhaps it will be hovering over it like a giant spaceship.  What we do know is that 
the heavenly city is a real place because Revelation 21 gives us an excellent description of it. 
 

 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me 
 and talked with me, saying, "Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb's wife.” And he carried me 
 away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, 
 descending out of heaven from God, having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious 
 stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. Also she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and 
 twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of 
 the children of Israel: three gates on the east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and 
 three gates on the west. Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the 
 names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. And he who talked with me had a gold reed to measure the 
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 city, its gates, and its wall. The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And 
 he measured the city with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are 
 equal. Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four cubits, according to the measure of a 
 man, that is, of an angel. The construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like 
 clear glass. The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones: 
 the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the 
 fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth 
 chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. The twelve gates were twelve pearls: 
 each individual gate was of one pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 
 But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city had no 
 need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 
 And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their 
 glory and honor into it. Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there).And they 
 shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it. But there shall by no means enter it anything 
 that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb's Book of 
 Life.  Revelation 21:9-27 
   

We learn from the above description that this place will be 12 stories high and around 
1,400 miles (2,200 kilometers) up, down, and across.  This would be the approximate distance 
from New York City to Miami, Florida.  There will be 12 gates (three on each side) decorated with 
pearls and precious stones.  Yes, the “pearly gates” of heaven are not a myth.  There will also be 
12 angels (one at each gate) and the gates will be named after the names of the 12 tribes of Israel.  
The 12 foundations or floors are named after the 12 apostles.  The walls of the city are very thick, 
measuring about 200 feet (65 meters).  This will be our permanent address for all eternity.  No 
wonder Paul reminds us of Isaiah 64:4: 
 
 But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man, The 
 things which God has prepared for those who love Him."  1 Corinthians 2:9 

   

The Eternal Future 

Our eternal future will be simply fantastic while the eternal future for unbelievers will be 
most horrific.  The book of Revelation concludes with a testimony from the one who alone is 
worthy. 
 

 He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming quickly." Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
 Jesus!  Revelation 22:20 
  

This is the third time in the Bible’s concluding chapter that Jesus declares that He is coming quickly 
(Revelation 22:7,12,20).  Each time Jesus uses the Greek, tachu, from which we get the word          
tachometer.  The word means “shortly, speedily, soon, suddenly, without delay.”  If you have ever     
ridden in a taxi cab with the meter running, then you have an idea of how fast we are moving 
toward the end time events described in these brief chapters.  There can be no better or fitting 
conclusion to our study on God’s plan for the ages than the last verse of the Bible. 
 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. Revelation 22:21 
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Discussion Questions: 

 

1. Where is the final place of judgment? 
 

 

 

2. When will that judgment take place? 
 
 
 
3. Who will be judged?  
 
 
 
4. Explain the role of the book of life. 
 
 
 
 
5.  Will there be a resurrection for all unbelievers? 
 
 
6. Explain the difference between the two resurrections. 
 
 
 
 
7. What is the second death? 
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Appendix 1 

Bible Map: God’s Plan for the Ages 
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Appendix 2 

End Time Viewpoints 
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Appendix 3 

The Battle of Armageddon 
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Appendix 4 

                                    Diagram of Events in the Book of Revelation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


