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The 21st Century presents us with the greatest opportunities to advance Christianity around the 

world. The calling and responsibility Jesus has placed upon the church is enormous. Much is riding upon the 

maturity of every believer. Spiritual leaders agree that we must do a far better job of properly laying the 

foundation of the Christian faith within believers than was done in the previous century - particularly in the past 

four decades. This foundation must be laid in an environment of grace, love, and spiritual freedom.  

 “What Every Disciple Ought to Know” has been developed to help “thoroughly furnish” the new 

generation of leaders and believers with a resource for making disciples. The units of study that  follow are 

word-centered and will provide the ongoing training necessary for each disciple to mature and move forward in 

faith and effective participation within the body of Christ. They also comprise a comprehensive teaching 

strategy that will heighten the unity and spiritual health of the local church.   

The modern world has yet to see the true church in operation; full of spiritual life and vibrancy.  

They have seen the old legalistic righteousness of long-established religious traditions and for the most part, 

they have rejected it. But it’s a new hour for the church. It’s time for a new wineskin. Jesus is coming soon! We 

must make disciples while it is still day. We must teach others all that Jesus has commanded. This is the task of 

every Ephesian 4 leader around the world. Our prayer is that this resource will cause you to run with the vision 

to make disciples of all nations.   

 

Michael D. Gross,  General Editor  

 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 

them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  Amen.   

 Matthew 28:19, 20 

 

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.              

II Timothy 2:15 KJV 

 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.                                                 

II Timothy 3:16, 17 KJV 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
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Unit 1  The Doctrine of Christ 
CHAPTER 1 

THE DISCIPLESHIP MANDATE  
 

 
And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. “Go therefore 

and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
“teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age." Amen. (Matt. 28:18-20) 

 
The Discipleship Issue 
 

One of the most important issues facing the church today is the issue of discipleship. Christ 
followers around the world echo a cry for training in the things of God. Many denominations have watched 
people perishing within their churches for years because of an inability to grasp a God-given, New 
Testament vision for discipleship and ministry. A vision is literally a divine message given to the church. It’s 
accompanied with a heartfelt desire to attempt the impossible. The operational ministry of the church needs 
to be in line with His will and His will is for His church to make disciples. But it’s more than a vision, it’s the 
Lord’s command and with it comes a clear teaching mandate, yet many never progress beyond local 
church membership classes. Many believers have never been taught the first principles of the doctrine of 
Christ and new believers quickly fall away from a lack of understanding and rootedness in Christ (See the 
Parable of the Sower, Matt. 4:18-23). The church can do better, but we have to lay the proper foundation in 
Christ or the harvest nets will continue to break.  

What percentage of believers sitting in congregations today have been inadequately discipled in 
the things of God. The number would probably shock most of us. Just ask how many people have ever 
receive training on casting out demons and you will be astounded by the absence of hands in Spirit filled 
churches. If you are one who has been effectively discipled, then you need to give thanks to God, roll up 
your sleeves and help disciple others. Just sitting down and showing a new believer how to use and study 
the Bible can keep him/her from falling away. There are at least three Scripture verses that they need to 
immediately internalize: John 3:16; 10:10; and 1John 4:4. Have them begin Bible reading with the Gospel 
of John and make certain they stay in fellowship with other believers. If more mature Christians would be 
spiritual fathers and mothers, there would not be such a revolving door in the churches of the land. The 
church is ready to be awakened in obedience to teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you. A fruitful spiritual journey awaits all who commit to being discipled according to the plan 
and purpose revealed in God’s word.  

Many believers say they have great difficulty understanding the Bible and spiritual things. Spiritual 
wisdom and understanding comes from above and not from human intellect or wisdom. The Bible says that 
“no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God.” (2Cor. 2:11). This means every disciple is 
dependent upon the Holy Spirit for understanding. 

 
But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of 
God. For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one 
knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. These things 
we also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing 
spiritual things with spiritual. (1Cor. 2:10-13) 
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There is also an anointing every disciple needs in order to be taught by the Spirit of God as he/she reads 
and studies God’s word.  
 

But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things…  But the anointing which you have 
received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing 
teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in 
Him. (1John 2:20, 27) 

 

This is why it’s so important to pray for our eyes to be opened to understand and be enlightened. Paul 
prayed for the believers at Ephesus and Colossae for spiritual wisdom and understanding and disciples 
need to do the same today. 
 

Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease to 
give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your 
understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the 
glory of His inheritance in the saints, (Eph. 1:15-18) 

 
For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be 
filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you may walk worthy of the 
Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 
giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 
(Col 1:9-12) 

 
The Teaching Ministry of the Church 
 

Teaching is one of at least five primary ministries of Jesus. Can you identify other interactive aspects 
of His ministry from the following biblical summary of His Galilean ministry? 

 
And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 
healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. Then His fame went throughout all 
Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those 
who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them. Great multitudes followed Him-- 
from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan. And seeing the multitudes, He 
went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to Him. Then He opened His mouth and 
taught them (Matt. 4:23 – 5:2) 
 

You are right if you saw preaching, healing the sick, casting out demons, and making disciples along with 
teaching. It’s crucial for Christians to recognize that the ministry of Jesus is also to be our ministry. And this 
involves equipping (training) in the work of ministry. No wonder Paul repeatedly exhorted Timothy to 
instruct the people: 
 

If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words 
of faith and of the good doctrine which you have carefully followed. (1Tim. 4:6) 

 
 Many remain unaware that Satan has a teaching ministry and he loves to get it into the church in 
order to keep people ineffective, immobilized, and sitting in the pews. Determine now that you are not going 
to be one of them.  

 
The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things 
taught by demons. (1Tim. 4:1 NIV) 
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This is why the foundation in the doctrine of Christ needs to be carefully and properly laid in the hearts and 
minds of all believers. This involves a comprehensive teaching ministry that cancels Satan’s teaching 
ministry. This is a call to action with the same mind and purpose. The call to make disciples activates born 
again believers to be trained, empowered and released into the ripe harvest fields to be fruitful Christ 
followers. We are His hands and His feet. We have this treasure in earthen vessels, but we must become 
vessels of honor unto God. We want to reach our generation with the Gospel. We want to see every person 
reconciled to God, to self, and to others. And we want to see each one released into his or her giftings as 
we seek to reproduce Christ’s likeness in our lifestyles. The church’s desire is to remain true to the calling 
and ministry given by God, even during times of greatest struggle. The prayer is that God will continue to 
place within the church servant leaders who seek the face of God to bring His ordained plan and purpose 
into reality. In addition, we must pray that we will be open and discerning of God’s creative ways in which 
He will bring to pass all that He has desired for us. All must learn to flow with God’s word and with the Holy 
Spirit to fulfill the mission He has placed upon us.  
 
Religious House vs. Spiritual House 
 

Often religion presents the strongest resistance to the fulfillment of God’s vision and the possibility 
of doctrinal unity in the church. Still, many do not understand the difference between a religious house and 
a spiritual house. The Bible reveals there is a big difference!   In Matthew 16:18, Jesus said, “I will build my 
church . . .” These are five very important words for the church today. The fact our Lord intended to build 
His church must mean that it would be possible for another type of church to be in existence.   

Most of us are products of various denominational forms of religion. Although we were raised to 
believe in God and to do what is right, we were given a very predictable religious tradition handed down 
from generation to generation. A religious house is noted for a strong emphasis on the tradition of men 
whereas a spiritual house is noted for its emphasis on the Word of God and the life of the Spirit. In doctrinal 
terms this refers to the first principles of the doctrine of Christ as opposed to the religious doctrines of men.  
 What is the difference between a religious and a spiritual house? For one thing, a religious house 
is built upon the foundation of the doctrines of men and a spiritual house is built upon the foundation of the 
doctrine of Christ. Jesus had much to say about the religious traditions of men when He walked upon the 
earth. The doctrines of men are still being taught from church to church today. Nevertheless, the response 
of Jesus remains unchanged in every generation.     
 

And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.' (Mark 7:7) 
 

He said to them, "All too well you reject the commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition.  
(Mark 7:9) 

 

…"making the word of God of no effect through your tradition which you have handed down. And many such 
things you do." (Mark 7:13) 

 

But when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the children crying out in the temple 
and saying, "Hosanna to the Son of David!" they were indignant and said to Him, "Do You hear what these are saying?" 
And Jesus said to them, "Yes. Have you never read,`Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have perfected 

praise '?" (Matt. 21:15-16) 
 

Then He said to them, "Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?" But they kept silent. 
(Mark 3:4) 

…having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!  (2Tim. 3:5) 
 

Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter 
killeth, but the spirit giveth life.  (2Cor. 3:6 KJV) 
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“I hate, I despise your feast days, 
And I do not savor your sacred assemblies. 

      Though you offer Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings, 
I will not accept them, 

Nor will I regard your fattened peace offerings. 
     Take away from Me the noise of your songs, 

For I will not hear the melody of your stringed instruments.  (Amos 5:21-23) 
 
 

These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the 
body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.  (Col. 2:23) 

 

“Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter in  
yourselves, and those who were entering in you hindered.”  (Luke 11:52) 

 

The above passages reveal that Jesus desires to build a spiritual house and not a religious one. 
There’s life in God’s house, but religion actually offends God!  A religious house keeps God from being 
ministered to; makes His Word of no effect; makes worship vain or useless; keeps the people in bondage to 
the flesh; denies the power of God; kills the Spirit; and, worst of all, hinders others from entering into the life 
of the Spirit. In such an environment, the church’s vision becomes only words without life and power to the 
people. The foundation becomes a denominational one instead of one built upon the doctrine of Christ. 
Believers stay in Egypt so to speak and remain in bondage. Or, they stay in King Saul’s army disobedient 
and deactivated rather than crossing over to David’s army that is described as being like the army of God.  

 
For at that time they came to David day by day to help him, until it was a great army, like the army of God. 
(1Chron. 12:22) 

 
No wonder Jesus told His disciples to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees. This is why 
He wiped out religion on the cross.   
 

…having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he 
took it away, nailing it to the cross.  And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public 

spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.  (Col. 2:14-15 NIV) 
 

We can be set free from religion! If we accept what the Lord has to say about it, renounce it, place 
the yoke of Jesus Christ upon ourselves, and sit at His feet, we will become the people God desires us to 
be. One by one we must recognize that our respective religious traditions have not produced New 
Testament results in our lives. We must have a fresh encounter with the Lord. We must look to Jesus who 
said, “I will build my church.”  He has shown us in His Word what he desired us to become: 
 

…you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (1Pet. 2:5) 

 

Everyone will need to make a choice between religion and the Spirit; between the doctrines of men and the 
doctrine of Christ. Jesus said we cannot put new wine into old wineskins. We discover that when we 
become new wineskins for Him, the nonreligious style, freedom, and miraculous ministry of a spiritual 
house far exceeds the staid formalism, legalistic righteousness, and human status quo of a religious house.  
 
The Discipleship Process 
 

Each church has its distinguishing characteristics; however, every church must view its mission in 
terms of the Great Commission and this involves discipleship. Every church plant, every leadership team, 
every member of the body of Christ must have an overbearing regional and global vision that cannot be 
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contained. We are called to mobilize, equip, empower, and release a growing network of leaders, believers, 
churches and ministries into the harvest fields. This is like a “dragnet strategy” for world evangelism.  

 
"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered some of every kind,            

(Matt. 13:47) 

 
God gives a regional and global vision to His church that involves activating networking 

partnerships to fulfill the Great Commission. This bold initiative is dependent upon working and training 
together and the capability of each leader and believer to grasp and apply partnership principles in a united 
effort to bring in the end time harvest. It’s God’s plan that this vision and strategy emerge and explode from 
the humble context of every church working together. Many are turned off by Christianity because they 
observe so much division and little working together. This was not the example of the Early Church. The 
church at Jerusalem, Antioch, and Ephesus each became “the church with a global vision.” Churches today 
must also become the international equipping and sending centers God has destined them to be. Recently, 
our 5-Fold Global Team from as many nations participated in a new church plant in Nairobi, Kenya, under 
the direction of Bishop James Murunga. GCF Baraka Place was described as an Apostolic Center for 
prayer, effective discipleship, leadership development and strategic outreach missions. The Holy Spirit had 
instructed him to wisely establish the church around four pillars and gave him the following diagram:  
 

 
 

The team was able to greatly advance the first two pillars in Nairobi and throughout Bungoma County near 
the Ugandan border among at least 500 pastors and church leaders. We were amazed how God had 
prepared hearts in strategic prayer and unity in the Spirit. It seemed these leaders from different 
denominations had been waiting for a regional and global vision and strategy for making disciples God’s 
way. New generation leaders also enthusiastically embraced the discipleship mandate.  

Churches need to rally around a God-given regional and global vision and strategy, but they must 
first unite around the foundational principles of the doctrine of Christ. Denominationalism is one of, if not the 
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biggest obstacle, to the doctrine of Christ today. It’s a sign of immaturity and carnality according to God’s 
word. 

 
I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are 
still not able; for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not 
carnal and behaving like mere men? For when one says, "I am of Paul," and another, "I am of Apollos," are 

you not carnal? (1Cor 3:2-4) 
 

Denominationalism combined with the postmodern belief system taught by public education; these two 
giants are determined to stamp out Christianity in the land. This is why followers of Christ must rally around 
and run with a regional and global vision to fulfill the Great Commission. In this process, the teaching 
ministry must not be left behind, but must be at the forefront. We can train believers for rapid deployment, 
but without the shortcuts many are tempted to take.  

Discipleship is a process because followers of Christ never stop learning and growing. All must be 
reminded that a disciple is literally an avid student of Jesus Christ. We get a great biblical analogy of the 
discipleship process from the Parable of the Growing Seed.  

 

And He said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground, "and should sleep by 
night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he himself does not know how. "For the earth 
yields crops by itself: first the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the head. "But when the grain 
ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come." (Mark 4:26-29) 

The parable reveals four progressive stages of development that parallel with the discipleship process (See 

Appendix 1: 5-Fold Global Spirit Filled Discipleship Model).  

 

1.  Spiritual Formation – first the blade (sprout means to bud; put forth new leaves) 

My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you, (Gal. 4:19) 

2. Transformation – then the head (grow means to make long, lengthen, cause to grow, increase) 

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove 
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. (Rom. 12:2) 

3. Ministry Activation – full grain (filled up as opposed to empty, complete)  

"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." (Acts 1:8) 

4. Mission Multiplication – the ripened grain; the yield; the harvest has come (ripens means to give 
into the hands of another, give over into one’s power for use, to commit/commend) 

After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by two before His face into every 
city and place where He Himself was about to go. (Luke 10:1) 

It’s important to understand that new converts are typically activated by the Holy Spirit immediately 
following repentance and salvation. They should never be discouraged from telling others the wonderful 
things God has done for them because their testimony is filled with the power of God. Therefore, the biblical 
pattern is to ensure they are water baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit before beginning the discipleship 
process. The purpose of the discipleship process is for spiritual maturity to effectively teach others (make 
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disciples) down the line. The truth is that most believers have never been taught the foundational principles 
of the doctrine of Christ. The result is masses of spectators watching a few ministers doing the work of 
ministry. God has a better plan than this!  
 
Conclusion 
 

The God-given teaching ministry for the church causes God’s people to believe in something 
others cannot see. It creates within them a burning passion to do what has never been done; a commitment 
to a divine purpose. As a result, they place their hope and faith in God’s destiny for His people. We need to 
be confident that our vision is a comprehensive one that represents for us the doctrine and ministry of 
Jesus and the early church. To fulfill it requires the development of a particular kind of heart. It’s a heart 
that is placed in the hands of God as clay is placed in the hands of the potter. It’s a heart with a teachable 
spirit. This is the beginning God requires of everyone in His church. This enables us to stand and labor 
together knowing that it is the Lord Jesus Christ who has given the plan and is building His church upon His 
doctrine and not man’s.   
 

And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall 
not prevail against it.  (Matthew 16:18) 
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Discussion Questions 

1. Explain why discipleship is so important for believers? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Describe how you would pray to understand God’s word and spiritual things? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. If you had to describe your church’s vision and ministry to another person, what would you say? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Do you believe you have been adequately discipled? Why or why not? 
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5. List the five primary aspects of the ministry of Jesus? Have you been trained in these? 

 1. 
 

 2. 
 

 3. 
 

 4. 

 5. 

 

 

6. Building your foundation on religion emphasizes the _t__________________ of     

        _m________ 

  Whereas building your foundation on relationship with Christ emphasizes the _l_______ of the  

 _S___________. 

7. Explain the four progressive stages of the discipleship process and point to where you believe you 

are at in your spiritual journey? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. How does Jesus begin to build His church?  
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                   For the law was given by Moses but grace and truth came 
                            through Jesus Christ.  (John 1:17 KJV) 
 
               Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 
                                          (1Timothy 4:13)  

 

 
The Importance of Sound Doctrine in the Early Church 
 

What is the first thing that comes to mind when you hear the term “doctrine”? Often, believers        
respond negatively to the thought of teaching, or being taught, doctrine of any kind. Could it be that the 
sound doctrine of the Bible has been polluted by the doctrines of men for centuries? The Bible confirms the 
importance of sound doctrine in the early church. 
 
 

And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.     
(Acts 2:42) 

 

But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which 
you were delivered. (Rom. 6:17) 

 
Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and 

avoid them. (Rom. 16:17) 

 

…for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is 
contrary to sound doctrine, (1Tim. 1:10) 

 
 

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have 
itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; (2Tim. 4:3) 

 

The church is to be the pure Bride of Christ. This requires the church to preach and teach sound      
doctrine. Without sound doctrine, the body of Christ can be subtly led away from within their own ranks.  
When false doctrine infiltrates the church, it’s quite enough to knock us out of effective ministry! Like one 
elderly Christian woman once warned against false teaching, “It’s like a pint of poison in a lake of truth.”   
 

The Origin and Impact of Sound Doctrine 
 

Sound doctrine is from above. It is called “sound” because it is healthy, wholesome, and correct.  
This could only be in reference to the doctrine of Christ.  
 

Jesus answered them and said, “My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me. If anyone wills to do His will, 
he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God or whether I speak on My own authority. He who 
speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who seeks the glory of the One who sent Him is true, and no 
unrighteousness is in Him.  (John 7:16-18) 

 

There are two things separating the doctrine of Christ from existing religious doctrine. These two things are 
the authority of His teaching and the power of His teaching. 
 

CHAPTER 2 

THE IMPORTANCE OF SOUND DOCTRINE 
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And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His teaching, for He 
taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.  (Matt. 7:28, 29) 

 

 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power.  (Luke 4:32 KJV)  
 

Jesus astonished and amazed religious leaders when He walked this earth. His teachings appeared to 
them as some kind of new doctrine. Many religious leaders today respond in much the same way. 
 

Then they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? What 
new doctrine is this? For with authority He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him.”          
(Mark 1:27) 

 
The authority and power of the doctrine of Christ resulted in news about Him quickly spreading 

throughout Galilee. Doctrine was clearly indispensable to the early church. The teaching of sound doctrine 
produced unity and mighty works through the Holy Spirit because it was the doctrine of Jesus Christ. Its 
authority, power, and impact upon people today remain astonishing to the human mind.  
  

Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and 
those who hear you.  (1Tim. 4:16) 

 
Introduction to the Doctrine of Christ 
 
 

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of 
the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food.  (Hebrews 5:12) 

 

Paul insisted that the primary teachings of Christ be correctly taught and understood. What are 
these primary or foundational teachings? Scripture identifies six topics which are called the elementary or 
first principles of the teachings of Christ.   
 

Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the 
foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying 
on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.  And this will we do, if God permit.  
(Hebrews 6:1-3 KJV (emphasis added)) 

 

These foundational principles are absolutely necessary. In fact, we cannot move on to maturity until the 
foundation has been properly laid. There is ongoing conflict within the religious doctrines of various 
denominations. It’s increasingly evident that many local churches have unintentionally replaced the 
foundational principles of Christ with doctrine based on their membership classes, constitutions, bylaws, 
and various statements of faith. One church says one thing and another the opposite. This is confusing to 
those in the church and ridiculous to those outside. All claim to have the true doctrine; however, there is a 
sense in which they are all wrong!  
 

 But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine:  (Titus 2:1) 
 
Only One Foundation 
 
 Often religion, as stated in the previous chapter, presents an almost insurmountable resistance for 
many to the fulfillment of God’s plans and the possibility of doctrinal unity in the church. Most of us are 
products of various denominational forms of religion. Although we were raised to believe in God and to do 
what is right, we were given a very predictable religious tradition handed down from generation to 
generation. However, the first thing that stands out in chapter six of Hebrews is that the foundation is Jesus 
Christ. Notice very carefully—it does not say the teaching or doctrine of men! Nor does it say the doctrine of 
the world! Neither does it say the doctrine of the Methodist, Catholic, Orthodox, Presbyterian, Baptist, 
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Charismatic, or Pentecostal church! It simply says, “the doctrine of Christ!” This is because there is no 
other foundation to the church Jesus is building. 
 

 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. (1Cor. 3:11) 
 

God’s word is very strong on its insistence that Jesus Christ is the only foundation. The original Greek uses 
the word logos which is translated “doctrine” or “teaching” in chapter six of Hebrews. John 1:14 (NASV) 
says, “The Word [logos] became flesh and dwelt among us…”   It’s no wonder that Peter, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, proclaimed this truth to the rulers of the people and the elders of Israel: 
 

This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone. (Acts 4:11) 
 

This is why Paul also viewed himself as a wise master builder in laying the foundation of Christ. 
 

According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and 
another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it.  (1Cor. 3:10) 

 

We are God’s building only when our foundation is Jesus Christ. The church is God’s church only when her 
foundation is Christ. It’s important that His foundation be firmly and properly laid before moving on to 
greater maturity. We are also expert builders when we include the foundational principles of Christ’s 
doctrine. We must also be very careful how we build! There is much wisdom in building our house on the 
rock instead of the sand. Jesus Christ is the only Rock to build upon. 
 

Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus answered and said to 
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who 
is in heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of 
Hades shall not prevail against it.  (Matt. 16:16-18) 

 

 

Renewing the Mind 
 

 One of the goals of discipleship is to understand the will of God. In other words to have the mind of 
Christ. This comes by spending time with Him, in study of His word, and fellowship with the Holy Spirit. Of 
course, you must be born again, but what next? There are four main Biblical aspects that are included in 
the born again experience:  
 

1. Repent 
 
Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ  for the 
remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38) 

 

2. Believe  
 

 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!” (Mark 1:17)  
 

3. Receive (Invite) Jesus Christ as Savior  
 
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in 
His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.         
(John 1:12-13) 

 

4. Confess Jesus as Lord 
 
That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from 

the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation. (Rom. 10:9-10) 
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The following diagram shows the transformational process outlined in the Scriptures.  
 
  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A growing number of people say they believe in Jesus, but do not have Him deep in their soul. This is an 
indication that they have not experienced the renewing of their minds. They have prayed for salvation, but 
have not “learned Christ.”  
 

But you have not so learned Christ, if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is 
in Jesus: that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new man which was created 
according to God, in true righteousness and holiness. (Eph. 4:20-24) 

 
Again the teaching mandate looms very large on the horizon. Continuing to live in Christ is a condition that 
is taught and the teaching begins with the six foundational principles of the doctrine of Christ.  
 

 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and 
 established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. (Col. 2:6-7) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spirit or Heart of man:  The Witness Within  
(I John 5:10; Romans 8:16; Revelation 3:20) 

Body/Flesh:  Present Your Bodies, Subject to the 
Spirit (Romans 8:12-13; 12:1; I Corinthians 9:27) 

Soul or Mind:  Set your mind, Be Transformed 
(Romans 12:2; Ephesians 4:23; Colossians 3:2, 10) 
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Discussion Questions 
1. What thoughts come into your mind when you hear the term “doctrine”? 

 
  
 

2. Circle those statements below that support the scriptural importance of sound doctrine. 
 (Hint:  Two of these statements are false, so you should circle 3 of the 5 statements listed.) 
 Statement 1: Sound doctrine helps us to continue steadfastly in our prayers and f  
  fellowship. 
 

 Statement 2: Sound doctrine will suit our own desires. 
 

 Statement 3: Sound doctrine will show us what is contrary to God’s nature. 
 

 Statement 4: Sound doctrine will exhibit true authority and true power. 
 

 Statement 5: Sound doctrine allows to build on many foundations. 
 
 

3. List the three major elements to consider when identifying whether a doctrine is sound or  
 unsound. 

  
1. 

 
 2. 
 
 3. 
 

4. Two things separate the doctrine of Christ from religious doctrines created by men. 
These two things are the _a__________________ of his teaching and the _p____________  of his  

teaching. 

5. If sound doctrine is taught, what should be produced? 
 

6. List the six foundational principles of Christ’s doctrine as found in Hebrews 6. 
  

1. 
 
 

 2. 
 
 

 3. 
 
 

 4. 
 
 

 5. 
 
 

 6. 
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7. Why is it so important to properly lay the foundation of Christ by teaching these six elementary 
principles? 

 

 

8. Two of the following statements are true; one is false.  Draw a line through the false            
 statement. 

 Statement 1: Laying a proper foundations allows for the body of Christ to move into  
   greater maturity. 
 

 Statement 2: Laying a proper foundation requires building upon the doctrine of men. 
 

Statement 3: The method by which you are to lay a proper foundation may seem foolish to 
some but this should not distract us from doing as the Scriptures instruct. 

 
9. Explain the transformational process for born again believers. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jesus among the Teachers 

Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to 
them and asking them questions. And all who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers.           

Luke 2:46-47 
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CHAPTER 3 

REPENTANCE FROM DEAD WORKS 
 

 
Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s work will 

become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of 
what sort it is.  (1 Corinthians 3:12-13) 

 
Dead Works Are Unfruitful Works 

 
The Bible says “faith without works is dead” (James 2:20). There are, however, some works that 

are dead. Take a look at this list: 
 

• Works of darkness  Romans 13:12 
• Acts of the sinful nature  Galatians 5:19-21 
• Actions that deny the Lord Titus 1:16 
• Observing religious law  Romans 3:20; Galatians 2:21 
• Work of our own hands  Revelation 9:20; Isaiah 2:8 

 

Religious acts often become dead works when they are calculated to gain merit with God by human effort.  
These works, no matter how noble they seem or strong the sense of duty involved, are done in the energy 
of the flesh and not in the power of the Holy Spirit.  We are called to greater things than having our minds 
and actions dominated by religious acts that produce no life in Christ. Believers are called to put on the 
armor of light. 
 

The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the 
armor of light.  (Rom. 13:12) 

 

The armor of light is Jesus because He is the light of the world. The Bible declares the deeds of 
darkness “fruitless.” 
 

And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. For it is shameful even 
to speak of those things which are done by them in secret. But all things that are exposed are made manifest 
by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light.  (Eph. 5:11-12) 

 

It is the light of Christ that makes everything visible. Christians need to lift up Jesus for others to clearly see 
His grace, love, and truth. We must stop lifting up the works of charismatic leaders and the most recent 
revelations of men to boost local church membership and book sales. Instead, we must once again 
passionately lift up Jesus as our first love and continue His ministry. 
  
Jesus Knows Our Works 
 

Jesus begins His message to each of the churches in chapters 2 and 3 of the book of Revelation 
with “I know your works.” He is speaking the same message to today’s church. Seven times Jesus says, 
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” This means the Lord reveals 
by the Holy Spirit those works in us and in the church that please Him and those that are unfruitful.                                       
Regardless of how good our intentions may be, it is wise to discontinue a particular work or church program 
when it becomes apparent that it is unfruitful for God’s kingdom. We do not have to worry about what sort 
our work is when we walk with Jesus. This is because He will try our deeds and correct us when necessary.  
Actually, this is a great privilege of being one of His beloved children. 
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 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. (Rev. 3:19) 
 

The Lord corrects us because He loves us. He has a plan for our lives. His desire is for us to be filled with 
fruits of righteousness. These fruits are through Jesus Christ and He knows our works. 
 

…being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.    
(Phil. 1:11) 

 
Jesus’ Disciples Bear Fruit and More Fruit 
 

One of the fantastic things about God’s word is that it always leads a person to Jesus Christ as the 
way, the truth, and the life. We can do nothing without Him! Only in Him can we be fruitful! 
 

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes 
away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. You are already clean because 
of the word which I have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. “I am the vine, you are the branches. He 
who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide 
in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they 
are burned. If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done 
for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.  (John 15:1-8) 

 

Disciples continually plug into Jesus, the true vine. They bear much fruit. The Lord also prunes them to 
bear even more fruit. We are Christ's disciples and the Father is glorified when we bear much fruit. We 
should not be surprised with the struggle to be fruitful. There is a war going on.  It’s a war that escapes 
none of the Lord’s disciples. Paul clearly identifies this war and what to do about it. There are at least three 
fronts to the war to be fruitful that rage within every disciple. The first is a warring between the body and the 
mind.  
 

...but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and 
making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members.  (Rom. 7:23) 

 

“Members” in the above context refers to the sinful nature of the flesh while “mind” refers to what a 
person knows to be right. Although our sinful nature will disagree, we know what is right and pleasing to 
God because we have the mind of Christ. We are His disciples! We must learn to fight this battle by not 
giving in to the sinful demands of the flesh. Whether it be anger, fornication, smoking, drinking, gluttony, 
and any other such thing - bring it under subjection to God! This will take discipline!   
 

Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but 
we do it to get a crown that will last forever. Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight 
like a man beating the air.  No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I 
myself will not be disqualified for the prize.  (1Cor. 9:25-27 NIV) 

 

There is also a warring with the affairs of this life. The burden of worldly affairs can consume us to 
the point of despair.  It’s difficult to be faithful and fruitful soldiers of Jesus Christ while overly involved with 
our own affairs. We become like sheep whose wool is caught in the thorns.  
 

No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted 
him as a soldier.  (2Tim. 2:4) 

 

Jesus instructed His disciples not to worry about what they should eat, or drink, or wear as clothing. 
Instead, He directed them to seek the kingdom of God. 
 

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.         
(Matt. 6:33) 

 

There is also the warring against the schemes of the devil. This battlefront is lined with demons 
and every imaginable wicked spirit. Although it’s a war that often frightens many, it is a war that Jesus has 
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already won for us.  
 

Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is 
not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  (Eph. 6:11-12) 

 

Our role is to enforce the victory of Christ! We can only stand against the devil in the authority we have in 
the name of Jesus. He has given us power over all the devil’s power. This means that demons are subject 
to us in the strong name of Jesus.  
 

Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name … Behold, I 
give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing 
shall by any means hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather 
rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.  (Luke 10:17, 19, 20)  

 

It’s been said that Christians may lose some battles, but not the war. Although this is true, we don’t have to 
concede even one battle. Jesus is stronger! Demons tremble and bow down before Him. The Jesus in you 
is greater than any demon! 
 

Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in 
the world. (1John 4:4) 

 
God’s Way to Bear Fruit and More Fruit 
 

God’s will is that we bear fruit in every good work. In fact, He has created us for this very purpose. 
 

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we 
should walk in them.  (Eph.2:10) 

 

Here is the biblical pattern to bear fruit and more fruit in the Christian life. 
 

1. Repent and Believe 
 
...how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, 
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God.  (Heb. 9:14)  

 

Repentance from dead works requires a change of mind and a willingness to turn away from that 
which is not pleasing to God. Not only does it involve believing in Jesus, but a changed life as well. We are 
a living testimony of how Jesus changes lives today. Our salvation and the new creation that emerges is 
through the blood of Christ. Only through His shed blood are we set free to bear fruit. This is because in 
Him we receive the full and complete remission of our sins. 

 

To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of 
sins.  (Acts 10:43) 

 

Forgiveness of sins means God sends them away. This does not mean He sends them to the         
recesses of our minds to continually nag our consciences. Just how far does God send our sins? 

 

...as far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us. (Psalm 103:12) 
 

If we boarded a plane and kept going west we would go west forever. The same is true of going east, but 
not so with north and south. They begin and end at the poles. The point is that when we repent of dead 
works God removes our sins an immeasurable distance. He sends them away for good! 
 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.   (1John 1:9) 

 Just how important is this repentance from dead and unfruitful works? Look at these Biblical truths 
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regarding repentance. 
 

• Repentance is essential for salvation – Mark 1:15 

• Repentance is commanded by God – Acts 17:30 

• Repentance is a gift from God – Acts 11:18 

• Repentance is a reason for Christ’s coming – Luke 5:32 

• Repentance is necessary to avoid destruction – Luke 13:3 

• Repentance is part of the Great Commission given to us by Christ – Luke 24:47 

• Repentance is God’s desire for all men – 2 Peter 3:9 

• Repentance is a foundational truth basic to all believers – Hebrews 6:1 

 
For the above reasons and more, it is unwise for believers to resist a genuine heart of repentance.  

As a prophet once said, “If the horse is dead, dismount!” The only way for us to dismount from   
dead and unfruitful works is through repentance. 
 

2. Commit Our Works to the Lord 
 

  Commit your works to the Lord, And your thoughts will be established.  (Prov. 16:3) 
 

One of our editors shared how the Lord spoke to his heart one night, saying, “Put your sword in 
its sheath.” That was all the Lord said. This puzzled him at first until the Spirit ministered to him that our 
way of doing things often is not God’s way. Then he began to understand what the Lord desired to teach 
him. 

 

Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear. The 
servant’s name was Malchus. So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into the sheath. Shall I not drink the cup 
which My Father has given Me?”  (John 18:10-11) 

 

This wasn’t the first time Peter wanted to do things his own way. He was a rather impulsive man. Jesus, 
though, would not allow it. Like Peter, we must learn to commit all that we do to the Lord by putting our 
swords away. This involves “falling upon the stone.” 

 

And he beheld them, and said, What is this then that is written, The stone which the builders rejected, the 
same is become the head of the corner? Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall be broken; but on 
whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder. (Luke 20:17-18 KJV) 

 

The stone is Jesus and He is our Rock. We are broken to our own ways when we fall on Him. We rise up to 
follow his ways which are far better than our own. It’s essential we die to our ways if we truly desire to bear 
fruit for God. 

 

Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it 
dies, it produces much grain.  (John 12:24) 

 

3. Drink the Cup God Has Given 
 
Father, if it is Your will,  take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done. (Luke 22:42) 

 

Jesus asked Peter a very important question in John 18:11, “Shall I not drink the cup which My 
Father has given Me?” Jesus drank the cup given Him. We need to be eternally thankful with all the saints 
for that! Paul also was given a cup to drink as revealed in the Lord’s words to Ananias: 

 

But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and 
the children of Israel. 16For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.”                
(Acts 9:15-16) 
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The Lord also gives His disciples today a cup to drink. Will we drink it? Whatever the cup, Jesus will 
strengthen us to endure and bear much fruit for His glory.  

 
4. Whatever We Do . . .  

 
God’s Word provides direction for everything His disciples do. We can be certain our works are 

fruitful when we follow His directions. 
 

• Do all in the name of Jesus: 
 

And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.  (Col. 3:17) 

 

• Do it with all your heart unto God and not for men: 
 

And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men.  Colossians 3:23 
 

• Give thanks in everything: 
 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

• Do all for the glory of God: 
 

Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  1 Corinthians 10:31 

 
Our prayer from beginning to end in Christ should be to please Him in how we live our lives and in all 

we do. This means bearing fruit for His glory in every good work. 
 

For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be 
filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you may walk worthy of the 

Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
(Colossians 1:9-10) 
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 Discussion Questions: 

1. In this first section of questions, you will complete a matching exercise. Write the letter of the correct 

answer in the blank in front of the appropriate statement. 

 

_____ 1.  A definition of dead works  A.  All the power of Satan 

_____ 2.  How to be the light of the world B.  Remain a part of the True Vine  

_____ 3.  The secret of bearing fruit for God C.  Lift up Jesus as our first love                                

______ 4.  What Jesus gives us power over D.  Things which are not fruitful before God 

 

2. Repentance and fruitfulness are related.  In order to be _f__________________, we must   

       _r________________ because through his shed blood we are set free to bear fruit. 

3. List two Scriptures which give you the confidence to joyfully accept God’s pruning in your life.  

 

 

4. Describe the manner in which you should commit your works to God. 

 

 

 

 

5. God gives us each a “cup” to drink and, whatever the cup, we trust for strength and endurance to 

persevere. Consider for a moment what God has asked of you in this area. What does it mean for you 

personally to drink this “cup”? 

  

 

 

 

 

6. God gives directions to guide us in all that we do.  We are to do _a________ that we do in the 

 

  name of __J______________.  We are to do these things as to _G____________ and not to 

 

  __m_______.  We should be giving _t___________ in every situation and doing it all for the 

 

 __g____________ of God.      
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 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.  (Hebrews 11:6) 

 
God Wants Us to Exercise Our Faith 
 

And the apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.” So the Lord said, “If you have faith as a mustard seed, 
you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be pulled up by the roots and be planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.  
(Luke 17:5, 6) 

 

How many times have we prayed for the Lord to increase our faith? And how often did we wonder 
why there was no noticeable increase at the time? The Lord’s response to the apostles was not to 
supernaturally bestow more faith upon them though He could have. Instead He told them of the power in 
exercising just one small mustard seed of faith. Obviously, God wants us to exercise the faith He has so 
graciously given to each one of us. What is the nature of this faith?  

 

For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every 
place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything.  (1Thess. 1:8)      

 

I thank my God, making mention of you always in my prayers, hearing of your love and faith which you have 
toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints, that the sharing of your faith may become effective by the 
acknowledgment of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus.  (Philemon 1:4-6) 

 

…above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one.   (Eph. 6:16) 

 

For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not 
burdensome. For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the 
world—our faith.  (1John 5:3, 4) 

 

The faith talked about throughout God’s word is not reserved or static. Often people view faith as 
something dormant. Faith toward God, though, is moving, effective, and active. Besides mulberry trees, this 
active faith will even move mountains in our lives. Think of all that will be accomplished for Christ when 
believers like us learn to exercise our small mustard seed of faith! Now let’s examine at least five things 
God’s word says we are to exercise faith in.  

 
Faith in the Blood of Christ 
 

Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;   (Rom. 3:25 KJV) 

 

Jesus Christ shed His blood for the entire world. The entire world, however, does not have faith in 
His blood. We are redeemed through faith in the blood of Christ. In fact, faith toward God is ineffective 
without faith in the blood of the Lamb, Jesus Christ. Look what the shed blood of Christ does for every 
believer: 

 

• We are brought near to God by the blood of Christ 
 
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  (Eph. 2:13) 

 

CHAPTER 4 

FAITH TOWARD GOD 
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• We belong to God because of the blood of Christ 
 
Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, 
and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your 
spirit, which are God’s.  (1 Cor. 6:19, 20) 

 

• We enter the Holy of Holies by the blood of Christ 
 

  Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus.  (Heb. 10:19)  
 

• The church has been purchased with the blood of Christ 
 
Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 
to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.  (Acts 20:28) 

 
There is incredible power in the blood of Jesus! We experience this power when we exercise faith 

in His blood.  How do we do this? There are at least two ways. One is by sharing in the Lord’s Supper (Holy 
Communion) as often as we have opportunity. In this way we have an ongoing communion or fellowship 
with the reality of what His blood has done for us. 

 

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we 
break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?  (1Cor. 10:16) 

 

The Lord’s Supper is also called “The Eucharist,” which is the Greek word for “thanksgiving.” Although 
there is a somber aspect to receiving Holy Communion, we also celebrate the Lord’s body and blood. We 
must never forget that Jesus Christ suffered and died on the cross for us. We declare the power of His 
death for us when we receive Holy Communion. 

 

  For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.   
(1Cor. 11:26) 

 

This is why we should take time to examine ourselves beforehand. This helps us to remember the 
magnitude of what Jesus has done for us. It will also guard us from being guilty of the body and blood of 
the Lord. One of the ways this happens is when we treat the blood Jesus shed on the cross as something 
“common,” as if to say, “It’s no big deal.” The cup, however, will continue to be the cup of blessing for us 
when we exercise faith in His blood. 

 

Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the 
body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the 
cup. For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning 
the Lord’s body. For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep.  (1Cor. 11:27-30)   

 

We can also exercise faith in the blood by pleading the blood of Jesus. This means we declare, 
claim, or earnestly appeal in prayer for its power and protection over ourselves, others, and situations. We 
speak this over them by faith. We should not let a night go by without claiming the power and protection of 
the blood of Jesus over our children and our homes. Remember, Satan cannot cross the bloodline. This 
was the same faith Moses exercised in the wilderness.    

 

By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch 
them.  (Heb. 11:28) 

 

We can also experience this faith. It’s a privilege of the new covenant. The new covenant is much 
better than the old because the blood of Jesus speaks louder than the blood of goats.     

 

. …to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things 
than that of Abel.  (Heb. 12:24) 
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The sprinkling of the blood of Jesus under the new covenant may seem a little strange to us. Even so it is 
vital for New Testament believers. 

 

…elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and 

sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied. (1Pet. 1:2) 
 

In Leviticus 14:52, the sprinkling of the blood of a bird cleansed an entire house of leprosy. The blood of 
Christ, however, cleanses us from all sin.  

 

But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.  (1John 1:7) 

 

This sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ continues forever when we, by faith, declare in prayer its power 
and protection for our lives.   

 

Faith in the Promise(s) of God 
 

The story of Abraham is a story of faith. It’s a story of faith in the promise of God to do the 
impossible. 

 

And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already dead (since he was about a hundred 
years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but 
was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God,   (Rom. 4:19-20) 

 

Abraham exercised faith in the promise of God for over 25 years until Isaac was born. Sarah got     
impatient, though, and gave Hagar to Abraham. This resulted in the birth of Ishmael and the rise of the 
Arab nations. These nations have sought to destroy Israel, the people of the promise, ever since.   

Like Abraham, we exercise faith in the promise of God by trusting God’s ability to perform what He 
has promised.  

  ...and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform.  (Rom. 4:21) 
 

We demonstrate this faith when we ground ourselves in the hope of the promise and not what is seen on 
the surface. We can greatly weaken our faith in God by dwelling on our circumstances. 

 

  Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  (Heb. 11:1 NIV)  
 

The Lord is the Lord of hope. There is no situation so hopeless that He cannot work out His 
promises. In Christ we really have no problems, only solutions!  

 

For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.  (2Cor. 1: 20) 
 

Jesus is very concerned with the exercising of our faith.  It’s one of the first things He will look for when He 
comes again.   

  ...Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?  (Luke 18:8)  
 

The Lord will find faith in us when we are really trusting in Him. He has given each of us that measure we 
need and to move ahead in the Lord according to that measure. Remember, a mustard seed of real faith 
will move mountains. Jesus is also praying for us in the same way he prayed for Simon Peter: 
 

And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I have 
prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.”  
(Luke 22:31-32) 

 
Faith in the Name of Jesus   

 
One of the many powerful testimonies in the Bible is the healing of the lame man at the gate of the 
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temple called “Beautiful.”  Peter said: 
 

...”Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up 

and walk.”   (Acts 3:6)  
 

The people greatly wondered when they saw the man walking, leaping, and praising God. Peter, though, 
directs them toward God and the effect of exercising faith in His name. 

 

And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, who you see and know. Yes, the faith 
which comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.   (Acts 3:16)  

 

Note the faith in the name was exercised by the believers, Peter and John. A cripple was given perfect 
soundness when they exercised this faith in His name. The Bible directs us to use the name of Jesus Christ 
in a number of important ways.   

 

1. We are to ask in His name: 
 
And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask 
anything in My name, I will do it.  (John 14:13-14)     

 

2. We are to agree in His name: 
 
Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them 
by My Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of 
them.”  (Matt. 18:19-20) 
 

3. We are to anoint the sick with oil in His name: 
 
Is anyone among you sick?  Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing 
with oil in the name of the Lord.  (James 5:14) 

 

4. We are to cast out demons in His name:   
 

  Then the seventy returned with joy saying  “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name.”   
 (Luke 10:17)   

 

5. We are to speak in new tongues, receive protection from deadly things, and lay hands on the sick 
in His name: 
 
And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new 
tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will 
lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”   (Mark 16:17-18) 

 

The results of exercising faith in the name of Jesus reveal the power in His name. These signs will also 
accompany us when we demonstrate faith in the strong name of Jesus. 

 
Faith in the Word of God 
 

It does not take long for those raised on farms to learn that you have to milk a cow to get any milk. 
The same is true of God’s Word. We will experience its glorious contents only when we exercise faith in the 
Word. Jesus Christ is the living Word. We need to view Scripture through His eyes. Look at what Jesus 
Himself said about Scripture and adopt the same view: 

 

But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of God.’”   (Matt. 4:4) 
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   Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.  (Matt. 24:35) 
 

If He called them ‘gods’, to whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be broken),  (John 10:35)   
 

For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from 
the law till all is fulfilled   (Matt. 5:18) 

 

Jesus places a great emphasis upon the detail and fulfillment of Scripture. There is no room for a 
casual approach to God’s word. The “jot” in the above passage refers to a yodh (’). This is the smallest 
letter in the Hebrew alphabet. The “tittle” is a small mark most noticeable in the distinction between the 
Hebrew letter K (>) and B (2). The little mark at the base of the B (2) is the mark referred to. Its placement 
is of great importance. All of this reveals that the word of God is infallible and without error in regard to the 
original manuscripts. We can always trust what the Bible says!  

Christians today do not know God’s Word like they should. We cannot expect to exercise faith in 
something we do not know. Knowing the Word of God begins with hearing His word.  

 

So then faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.  (Rom. 10:17) 
 

Hearing what the Word says and not what we want it to say will give rise to faith in its truths and      
principles for our lives. It’s tempting in the last days to feed on the faith of very talented and anointed 
spiritual leaders when the truth remains that each person is to have faith in God. We need to study and 
learn to correctly apply God’s Word to our lives. 

 

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth.   (2Tim. 2:15 KJV) 

 

If we want to walk in the Word and exercise faith in the Word, we will need to be in the Word. Like someone 
said, “You can’t teach what you don’t know and you won’t walk where you’re not willing to go.” This means 
we need to carefully examine everything we are taught to make sure it is consistent with what the Bible 
says. You need to be like the believers in Berea. 

 

These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and 
searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.   (Acts 17:11) 

 

We may find confusing the many translations and various interpretations of the Bible. This can best 
be explained as man’s attempt to understand and reproduce for himself the eternal truths within God’s 
Word. In the midst of this seemingly endless task, it’s best to accept Jesus’ interpretation of the scriptures.  
The Bible always interprets itself! 

 

…knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never came by 
the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.  (2Pet. 1:20-21) 

 

We exercise faith in the Word because it’s forever the holy, infallible, and errorless Word of God. It’s very 
profitable for us to be in the Word. 

 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work   
(2Tim. 3:16) 

 

The Lord says His Word stands forever, He will watch over it to perform it, and it will not return unto 
Him void.  You cannot afford to let your Bible collect dust with such a powerful witness to its eternal value.  
One of our editors recalls that, when his oldest daughter was just a toddler, she would say, “Daddy, don’t 
forget your sword!” each time he left the house. She spoke of God’s Word as being the sword of the Spirit.  
We need to feel the same way about our Bibles. We are spiritually naked  without the Word of God. The 
Word is to be written upon our hearts and in our mouths. 
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But what does it say?  “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of  faith 
which we preach):   (Rom. 10:8) 

Notice the word is in the mouth and in the heart. We are to confess or publicly declare God’s Word. God 
desires faith in His word to flow from our mouths. The Roman centurion in Luke 7 exercised faith in God’s 
Word when he told Jesus to just say the word and my servant will be healed. God asks no less of us! Just 
as cow’s milk builds strong bones, the spiritual milk of the word builds strong faith when it’s consumed and 
exercised. We need to determine today that we are going to be men and women who know and exercise 
relentless faith in God’s Word. 
 
Faith in the Power of God 
 
And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 

and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. (1Cor. 2:4-5) 

 
 Christians tend to give a lot of lip service to God’s power with little action in the demonstration 
department. What does the Bible mean to have faith in the power of God? Generally it carries the idea of 
trust and holy fervor born of faith and joined with His power. This is why talking about His power is not the 
same as demonstrating or showing forth the power. All of the key aspects of faith toward God discussed in 
this chapter call for an active faith to exercise God’s power. Notice also that this power is God’s power and 
comes to us through the Holy Spirit.  
 God’s power is designed to work through ordinary believers. In fact, it’s like a treasure within us in 
Christ Jesus. 
 

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. 
(2Cor. 4:7) 

 
The potential of God’s power working in us is enormous and should never be underestimated. It must 
grieve the Holy Spirit to see so many believers impotent when it comes to the power and operation of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power 
that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
(Eph. 3:20-21) 

 
We hinder God when we fail to exercise faith in His power. The early church did not cease to go forth in 
God’s power even when faced with opposition from religious leaders who confronted them with the 
question: “By what power or by what name have you done this?” (Acts 4(7). It wasn’t their own, but the  
power they received from the Holy Spirit. You can’t buy this power like Simon Magnus tried to do (Acts 
8:18-24). This power is not human wisdom, charisma, or strength. It’s the power of God destined to operate 
through believers in Christ. The same is true for God’s people today. The end time harvest is dependent 
upon the active operation of God’s power in us.  
 

And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was 
upon them all. (Act 4:33) 

 
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." (Act 1:8) 
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Discussion Questions: 

1. MATCHING: In this first section of questions, you will complete a matching exercise.  Write the letter of the 

correct answer in the blank in front of the appropriate statement. 
 

_____1.  faith    A. sharing in communion; pleading Jesus’ blood 
 
 

_____2.  how to increase your faith  B. the substance that supports what we hope for  
 
 

_____3.  what the blood of Christ does C. purchases us and draws us near to God     
 
 

_____4.  how to exercise faith in the blood D. by exercising the faith that you have 
 
 

_____5. how to know the Word of God E. man’s attempt to comprehend the truths within it  

                                                                                             
 

_____6. why there are different translations  F.  spend time in the Word; examine what has been   

and interpretations of the Bible      taught                                                                                  

  

2. Explain what it means to “plead the blood of Jesus.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Abraham exercised _f_____________ in God by _b____________________ that God had  

 

 the ability to give birth to the son that had been _p__________________. 

4. How can you be sure that Jesus will find that you have faith?   
 

 By _t______________________ in Him to fulfill his promises. 

 

 

 

5. Who, in the book of Acts, exercised faith that healed a cripple at the temple entrance? 
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6. List 5 ways to exercise faith in the name of Jesus. 

 1. 

 

 2. 

 

 3. 

 

 4. 

 

 5. 

 

7. Jesus placed a great deal of emphasis on the _d_________________ and the 

 _f__________________________ of the Scriptures. 

8. Whose power is to operate in believers and what’s its purpose? Explain how this power is to work through 

you. 
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I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not 

worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  (Matthew 3:11) 

 
There Is More Than One Baptism 
 

Many have been taught that water baptism is the only baptism talked about in the Bible. How can 
this be if the doctrine of baptisms (plural in the Greek) is listed as one of the elementary principles of the 
doctrine of Christ? The “doctrine of baptisms” should not be translated or understood as ceremonial 
washings because Jesus condemned such religious practices based on the tradition of men. 

 

“For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the tradition of men – the washing of pitchers and cups, 
and many other such things you do.”   (Mark 7:8)   

 

The Bible clearly reveals that there are at least three and perhaps four baptisms. Most of us are      
familiar with water baptism. This is called the baptism of repentance by John the Baptist. This is the    
baptism referred to in Ephesians 4:5 when it says, one Lord, one faith, one baptism… There is indeed 
only one baptism of repentance and that is water baptism. The Bible also mentions the baptism with the 
Holy Spirit. Both John the Baptist and Jesus said that Jesus Himself would baptize with the Holy Spirit. The 
third baptism is what Jesus called the “baptism I am baptized with.” We will say more later about this 
important baptism. A fourth, perhaps, is what John the Baptist proclaimed about Jesus: He would baptize 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. Some refer to this as “the baptism with fire.” It’s clear that there are 
precise distinctions between these baptisms and that they are those spoken of in the “doctrine of 
baptisms.”  

 
The Baptism of Repentance Prepares the Way of the Lord 
 

And he went into all the region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of 
sins, as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, saying: 

     “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
     ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; 
     Make His paths straight. 
     Every valley shall be filled 
     And every mountain and hill brought low; 
     The crooked places shall be made straight 
     And the rough ways smooth; 
    And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”  (Luke 3:3-6) 

 

Water baptism prepares us to daily walk with Jesus. For this reason it’s important that new 
converts be instructed and water baptized as soon as possible. This appears to be the common pattern in 
the Bible. A woman once shared that her husband delayed being water baptized for over a year after 
receiving Christ. Although he had experienced blockage in moving forward in his relationship with the Lord, 
something very special happened at his water baptism. He experienced stronger identification with Jesus 
and a breakthrough in his Christian walk when he sensed a strong belonging to the family of God. He was 
enabled to more fully walk in the Lord. Interestingly, this first thing Jesus asks believers to do requires an 

CHAPTER 5 

DOCTRINE OF BAPTISMS 
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act of obedience and God always honors the obedience of faith. 
 

The reason John came baptizing with water was to reveal Jesus to Israel: 
 

I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, therefore I came baptizing with water.  (John 1:31) 
 

Jesus desires to be manifested in our hearts and in the hearts of all people. This is why He died on the 
cross taking our sins and the sins of the whole world upon Himself. We have been redeemed by the blood 
He shed on Calvary. He dwells in our redeemed body. When we are baptized with water, we are baptized 
into His death. Water baptism is like our identification card with Christ. We identify with His death and His 
resurrection. The body of sin in us is crucified and its power (domination) destroyed. We are freed from the 
dominion of sin to walk in newness of life. 

 

Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 
death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been united 
together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing 
this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no 
longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe 
that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death 
no longer has dominion over Him. For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He 
lives, He lives to God.  (Rom. 6:3-10) 

 

We need to praise God that the baptism of repentance is for the remission of sins. Our sins are 
buried! Water baptism is an outward demonstration of what has inwardly taken place. Our old self is 
crucified with Him when we are immersed in the waters of baptism. Likewise we are resurrected to live for 
Him when we come out of the waters of baptism. We can live a resurrected life in Jesus because He has 
made a straight and smooth path into our hearts and lives. We outwardly demonstrate this when we follow 
the Lord’s example in baptism.  

 

Water baptism further gives us a good conscience toward God. 
 

...who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark 
was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. There is also an antitype 
which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 
toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,   (1Pet.3:20-21) 

 

Jesus saves you! Baptism itself never saved anyone and never will. This is reinforced in the fact that Jesus 
Himself baptized no one with water (John 4:2). In addition Paul stated that Christ did not send him to 
baptize, but to preach the gospel (1 Corinthians 1:17). In the days of Noah, eight persons were saved by 
water, but God merely used the water as a means. It was God who commanded Noah to build the ark. It 
was God who waited until the ark was complete. God clearly did the saving and Noah did the believing. 
Likewise, it was Jesus who died on the cross who saved us. Knowing this, His love flows out of us from a 
good conscience. Water baptism is a wonderful public manifestation that Jesus Christ is our reason for 
living. Water baptism is literally an appeal before God for a good conscience. 
 

 

Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere 
faith. (1Tim. 1:5) 

 
 

There’s disagreement surrounding the importance of water baptism. The church during the 
Reformation condemned those who did not accept infant baptism. They called them “Anabaptists.”  
Although infant baptism has diminished in emphasis due to the Pentecostal, Charismatic, and Evangelical 
movements, many church denominations still believe that a person is born again at infant baptism. There is 
a renewed interest, however, among churches of many denominations to reestablish the New Testament 
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pattern and method of water baptism within the church today.  
Water baptism is just as important today as it was during Biblical times. In Acts 2, the men of Judea 

were cut to the heart by the word of God spoken through newly empowered Peter. They questioned what 
they should do. 

 

Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  (Acts 2:38)  

 

Three thousand were baptized that day. Notice that they repented before being baptized with water. This is 
typical of the New Testament pattern and reveals that repentance, confession of sins, conversion, and 
receiving Christ precede water baptism. In fact, believing faith is the basis for the baptism itself. Although 
we are born again when we repent and receive Christ as our Lord and Savior, the next step is to follow the 
Lord’s example in water baptism.  

 

Baptism with water is an important link in the salvation process. 
 

He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. 
  (Mark 16:16) 
 

Jesus commands believers to go into all nations baptizing believers in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, in addition to teaching and making disciples. 

 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  (Matt. 28:19-20) 

 

The Pharisees would not accept the counsel of God in this matter. They refused to be baptized with the 
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  

 

And when all the people heard Him, even the tax collectors justified God, having been baptized with the 
baptism of John. But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the will of God for themselves, not having been 
baptized by him.  (Luke 7:29-30) 

 

We justify God when we follow in the footsteps of the Master. The way of the Lord is prepared in our hearts 
and lives. Believers need to follow the Lord in this matter and receive water baptism in a timely manner. 
This is an act of obedience to Christ and the right thing to do. 
 
The Baptism Jesus Was Baptized With Prepares Us to Serve the Lord His Way 
 

  But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how distressed I am till it is accomplished!  (Luke 12:50) 
 

Here the Lord says He has a baptism to be baptized with. This means He hadn’t been baptized 
with it yet. He was already baptized with water, and He had already received the Holy Spirit without 
measure. So, what baptism is He referring to in this passage? This baptism was undoubtedly a difficult one 
because Jesus was literally in pain until it was accomplished. He sweat great drops of blood at 
Gethsemane. 

 

And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down 
to the ground.  (Luke 22:44) 

 

The pain and agony Jesus suffered was necessary because it was the way of the cross. Jesus said we 
would also be baptized with this baptism. 

 

They said to Him, “We are able.” So Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink the cup that I drink, and with 
the baptism I am baptized with you will be baptized;   (Mark 10:39)  

 

We experience the way of the cross by denying self and fully serving God. This involves a baptism 



 38 

that could easily be called the baptism of death to self-serving, self-interest, and self-promotion. The Lord 
has made this baptism a condition for true discipleship. 

 

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow Me.  (Matt. 16:24) 

 

The rich young man who came running to Jesus was unable to be baptized with this baptism. 
 

Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you 
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.” 
But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.   (Mark 10:21-22) 

 

We may feel inconsistent in serving God or sometimes wonder why we are not progressing in the 
Lord like we know we should. This baptism is necessary for our future commitment to serving Christ and 
others. 

 

Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. And 
whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”    (Mark 10:43-45) 

 

Oftentimes there are areas in our lives that we have not completely turned over to the Lord. These areas 
compete with the plans and purposes of God. They can also keep us from truly ministering to others or 
even receiving ministry ourselves. These are areas in our lives where, as Isaiah said,  
“the hills and mountains had to be brought low” (Isaiah 40:4). Although the process is difficult, the      
results are always a greater fullness and effectiveness in serving the Lord. When we are baptized with 
Jesus’ baptism we drink the cup the Father gives us and seek to do things His way. We experience this 
baptism when the words of Gethsemane begin to flow from our mouths.  

 

“Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.”            
(Luke 22:42) 

 
The Baptism with the Holy Spirit Fills Us with Power for Witness 
 

The term of being “baptized” or “filled” with the Holy Spirit is used approximately 15 times in the 
New Testament. John the Baptist said Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit. 

 

  I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.  (Mark 1:8) 
 

Jesus Himself told His disciples to wait to be clothed with power from on high. 
 

“Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with 

power from on high.”  (Luke 24:49) 
 

The Lord further told them they would receive this power when they were filled with the Holy Spirit. 
 

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”   (Acts 1:8) 

 

In the above Scriptures, the Greek word for “power” is dunamis.  Just think about it; God wants to 
fill us with His dynamite! The 120 men and women who gathered in the upper room were powerless before 
the day of Pentecost. This is why Jesus commanded them again to wait for the promise of the Father. 

 

And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 
the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but 
you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”    (Acts 1:4-5) 

 

The results of this baptism are tremendous. The apostles gave their testimonies with great power 
because they were filled with the Holy Spirit. After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was 
shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. The Greek, 



 39 

parrrhesia, refers to a divine enablement upon ordinary people resulting in unreserved, courageous 
utterance with genuine spiritual power and authority. This was the result of being filled with the Holy Spirit. 

 

And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.  (Acts 4:31) 

 

In this case they were actually refilled. We can come to Jesus and get a fresh infilling with the Holy Spirit.  
The seven chosen to serve, which included Stephen and Philip, were also full of faith and the Holy Spirit. 

 

And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, 
and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch,  (Acts 6:5) 

 

The baptism with the Holy Spirit was so important to the early church that they sent Peter and John 
to the recent believers in Samaria to pray for them to receive the same gift. 

 

Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent 
Peter and John to them, who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit. For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.  (Acts 8:14-17) 

 

Notice that these believers had already received the Word of God and been baptized with water. It’s 
obvious that what they now received was the baptism with the Holy Spirit. Look at the consistency of this 
ministry throughout the book of Acts. 
 

• Acts 2:1-4  First 120 believers filled 

• Acts 8:14-17  Peter & John pray for Samaritan believers to receive 

• Acts 9:12   Ananias prays for Paul to be filled 

• Acts 10:44-46  The house of the Gentile, Cornelius, is filled 

• Acts 19:6  Twelve Disciples at Ephesus are filled 
 

 

And all this was in fulfillment of the promise given through the prophet Joel some eight hundred years 
before. 

 

But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I 
will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: And on my servants and on my handmaidens I 
will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:  (Acts 2:16-18 KJV)  

 

The Lord also wants us to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
 

  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.   (Eph. 5:18 KJV)  
 

Once we receive Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we immediately become a candidate to be    
baptized with the Holy Spirit. We can walk in the fullness and power of the Holy Spirit just like the   
believers of the early church. We can be effective witnesses for Jesus sharing our testimonies with 
boldness in the power of the Holy Spirit. This power is available to us just as it was for them. We need to 
ask and receive the Holy Spirit. 

 

If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”  (Luke 11:13) 

 
The Baptism with Fire Presents Us Holy unto God  
 

The baptism with fire is closely associated with the baptism with the Holy Spirit. Some view it as 
one and the same experience, but there is some difference between the two. The baptism with the Holy 
Spirit is available primarily for power to be His witnesses whereas the baptism with fire is for the removal of 
impurities within the life of the believer and within the church as a whole. This distinction is supported by 
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what John the Baptist prophesied concerning Jesus. 
 

I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose 
sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in His 
hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn 
up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”   (Matt. 3:11-12 (see also Luke 3:16-17)) 
 

Although there appeared tongues as of fire when the believers were filled with the Holy Spirit on 
the day of Pentecost, it is evident from their lives and ministries that the purging John the Baptist spoke 
about had not been fully completed. This is because the baptism with fire is a specific move of the Holy 
Spirit upon believers to purify them as fire purifies silver and gold. This is absolutely necessary if we are 
going to be an effective instrument for God and be prepared for His appearing. The baptism with fire is 
revealed prophetically. 

 

And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold 
is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The 
LORD is my God.  (Zechariah 13:9 KJV) 

 

The remnant of God is going to go through the fire. We are part of the Church of the last days.  
God says the end-time church will be tested and refined with fire before the return of Jesus Christ. He 
counseled the Laodicea church to seek the refining fire of God. 

 

I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may 
be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that 
you may see. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent.  (Rev. 3:18-19) 

 

All the signs within the church today indicate that God is baptizing His remnant with the purifying fire of the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ will thoroughly purge His floor. The threshing floor in the Old Testament was where 
the temple was eventually erected. It’s the church that’s on God’s threshing floor today! 

 

We have been called by God because He wants to minister through us. Our ministry unto the Lord 
can be an offering of righteousness if we seek the baptism with fire.  

 

“But who can endure the day of His coming? 
     And who can stand when He appears? 
     For He is like a refiner’s fire 
     And like launderers’ soap. 
     He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver; 
     He will purify the sons of Levi, 
     And purge them as gold and silver, 
     That they may offer to the LORD 
     An offering in righteousness.   (Malachi 3:2-3) 

 
God does not want us or anyone ministering who is consumed with spiritual pride or their own human 
objectives. God says He is going to refine us! We can seek this baptism the same way David did. 

 

Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; Try my mind and my heart. For Your lovingkindness is before my eyes, 
And I have walked in Your truth.  (Psalms 26:2, 3) 

 

We are in effect asking the Lord to remove everything in us that is standing in the way of ministry. This 
includes the refining of our works as we discussed in Chapter 3. 

 

…each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire 
will test each one’s work, of what sort it is.  (1Cor. 3:13) 
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The fire of God will also try our faith. This will produce within us that which will truly glorify Him. 
 

… that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by 
fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,  (1Pet. 1:7)  

 

The baptism with fire will keep within us a burning zeal for the Lord and ministry. It will also keep us from a 
lukewarm relationship with the Lord and from backsliding. Jesus came to send this fire upon the earth. 

 

  I came to send fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!  (Luke 12:49) 
 

We will be confident and ready at the coming of the Lord when we allow ourselves to be melted 
under the refining fire of the Spirit of God. The impurities are removed from us and we are prepared by God 
as a sanctuary for Him, pure and holy, tried and true. In Isaiah 6, the prophet experiences a burning coal 
from heaven to cleanse his lips. The tongues of fire at Pentecost may have a very similar effect. This is 
what the baptism with fire is all about. Although many leaders have taught the people against more than 
one baptism, the doctrine of Christ is the one and only foundation to teach and follow. 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

1. The Bible clearly shows that there are at least ___________ baptisms and possibly _________. 
 

2. List the four baptisms discussed in this chapter. 
 1. 
 
 2. 
 
 3. 
 
 4. 
 
 

3. Discuss the significance of water baptism in the life of a believer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. R___________________________ should always precede water baptism. 
 

What baptism was Jesus referring to when he said he had a baptism to be baptized with? 
 
 
 
 

5. We experience the way of the cross by _d_________________    _s_____________ and 
 

 fully _s______________________  _G__________.  
 
 

6. Who baptizes us with the Holy Spirit? 
 
 

7. Explain the importance of the baptism of the Holy Spirit for your own life. 
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8. Define “the baptism with fire.”  Why is it a necessary baptism for the believer? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. We can be baptized with fire through the _r__________________ of our  _w_____________ and 
the _t___________________ of our _f__________________. 
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CHAPTER 6 

LAYING ON OF HANDS 
 

 

 

 
Therefore they stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord, who was bearing witness to the word of His grace, 

granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands.  (Acts 14:3)  

 
The Lord’s Hand Is Not Shortened 
 

The Bible clearly demonstrates that God’s hand did it all for His people. It was not the arm of flesh 
nor their own sword that saved and delivered them, but the right hand of God. It’s no different for us today.  
We can be poor, weak, burdened, and empty inside, but if we have the hand of the Lord upon us, we will 
walk in victory! 

 

 We have heard with our ears, O God, 

 Our fathers have told us, 

     The deeds You did in their days, 

     In days of old: 

    You drove out the nations with Your hand, 

     But them You planted; 

     You afflicted the peoples, and cast them out. 

     For they did not gain possession of the land by their own sword, 

     Nor did their own arm save them; 

    But it was Your right hand, Your arm, and the light of Your countenance, 

     Because You favored them. 

     You are my King, O God; 

     Command victories for Jacob.   (Psalms 44:1-4) 

 

God has saved us for a purpose. He desires us to know that His hand is powerful. It was the same reason 
He moved Israel over the Jordan on dry ground. 

 

He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the Lord is powerful and so that 
you might always fear the Lord your God.  (Joshua 4:24 NIV)  

 

Sometimes we find it difficult to completely trust the Lord with every area of our lives. We can         
surrender all, though, because He doesn’t make any mistakes. We see that Joseph was displeased with his 
father, Jacob, when he placed his right hand upon the youngest. This put Ephraim before Manasseh in the 
blessing. 

 

Now when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it displeased him; so he took 
hold of his father’s hand to remove it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. And Joseph said to his father, 
“Not so, my father, for this one is the firstborn; put your right hand on his head.” But his father refused and 
said, “I know, my son, I know. He also shall become a people, and he also shall be great; but truly his younger 
brother shall be greater than he, and his descendants shall become a multitude of nations.”  (Gen. 48:17-19) 
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Joseph was not aware that the Lord had opened the eyes of Jacob to clearly see what He was doing. 
 

Now the eyes of Israel were dim with age, so that he could not see. Then Joseph brought them near him, and 
he kissed them and embraced them. And Israel said to Joseph, “I had not thought to see your face; but in fact, 
God has also shown me your offspring!”  (Gen. 48:10-11) 

 

We need to have open eyes to see what the Lord is doing in order to learn to completely trust Him. Even 
when it involves a variation with our tradition or normal human pattern of doing things, we need to trust Him 
because He does not make any mistakes. Jacob trusted the Lord enough to alter the accepted way of 
blessing his offspring. God confirmed the accuracy of His will in the matter of prophecy concerning Ephraim 
hundreds of years later. 

 

... say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Surely I will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of 
Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel, his companions; and I will join them with it, with the stick of Judah, and make 
them one stick, and they will be one in My hand.”’  (Ezekiel 37:19) 

 

The above prophecy was given after Ezekiel saw the dry bones in the valley come alive by the Spirit of 
God. We are living examples that the Lord makes dry bones come alive today. Others may have felt that 
we were very unlikely candidates to come to the Lord. There have been many whom others have spoken of 
saying, “If they could come to the Lord, anyone could!” Anyone can come because the Lord’s hand is not 
shortened. 

 

  Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, That it cannot save…  (Isaiah 59:1) 

 
With God All Things Are Possible For Us 
 

Jesus taught His disciples that it was very difficult for a rich man to enter heaven. This caused 
them to question if anyone could be saved. The Lord’s answer has given people hope throughout the ages. 

 

But Jesus looked at them and said, “With men it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all things are 
possible.”   (Mark 10:27) 

 

Man’s impossibility is God’s possibility. Moses and the people of Israel found this out when God provided 
meat in the wilderness for 600,000 footmen. The Lord demonstrated again that His hand is not shortened. 

 

And Moses said, “The people whom I am among are six hundred thousand men on foot; yet You have said, ‘I 
will give them meat, that they may eat for a whole month.’ Shall flocks and herds be slaughtered for them, to 
provide enough for them? Or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered together for them, to provide enough for 
them?” And the Lord said to Moses, “Has the Lord’s arm been shortened? Now you shall see whether what I 
say will happen to you or not.”  (Numbers 11:21-23) 

 Peter and John united with their fellow believers after receiving threats from the religious leaders 
in Jerusalem. They devoted themselves to prayer and praise. They prayed for boldness and that God 
would stretch forth His hand do miracles. 

 

…to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. Now, Lord, look on their threats, 
and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, by stretching out Your hand to 
heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.”  (Acts 4:28-30) 

 

The boldness in the above passage speaks of a divine enablement that comes upon ordinary people to 
exhibit spiritual power and authority in the name of Jesus. We can have that same boldness in the Holy 
Spirit because the Lord is also stretching forth His hand today through us. 

 

Laying On Of Hands Is A Way God Chooses To Work through You 
 

Shortly after being born again, a believer sensed the Spirit of God telling him to lay hands on a 
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man in front of him who was severely afflicted with multiple sclerosis. It was in the middle of a worship 
service and he reasoned that it wasn’t necessary because the entire church had been fervently praying for 
that man. The believer never made that mistake again because he learned that laying on of hands is one 
way God wants to work through His people.  

Laying on of hands begins with the commandment of God. The Lord told Moses to have the   
children of Israel put their hands on the Levites so they could perform the Lord’s work. 

 

And you shall bring the Levites before the tabernacle of meeting, and you shall gather together the whole 
congregation of the children of Israel. So you shall bring the Levites before the LORD, and the children of Israel 
shall lay their hands on the Levites; and Aaron shall offer the Levites before the LORD like a wave offering from 
the children of Israel, that they may perform the work of the LORD.  (Numbers 8:9-11) 

 

The Lord also commanded Moses to lay hands upon Joshua. 
 

So Moses did as the LORD commanded him. He took Joshua and set him before Eleazar the priest and before 
all the congregation. And he laid his hands on him and inaugurated him, just as the LORD commanded by the 
hand of Moses. (Numbers 27:22-23) 

 

Joshua was full of the spirit of wisdom because Moses obeyed the command of God to lay hands on him. 
 

Now Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him; so the 
children of Israel heeded him, and did as the LORD had commanded Moses.  (Deuteronomy 34:9) 

 

Jesus also came laying His hands on many. Little children were brought to Him in order that He 
might put His hands on them. 

 

Then little children were brought to Him that He might put His hands on them and pray, but the disciples 
rebuked them. But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” And He laid His hands on them and departed from there.  (Matthew 19:13-15) 

 

 They also brought their sick to Jesus and He laid hands on every one of them and healed them. 
 

When the sun was setting, all those who had any that were sick with various diseases brought them to Him; 
and He laid His hands on every one of them and healed them.  (Luke 4:40)  

 

Many signs and wonders also accompanied the apostles through the laying on of hands. 
 

And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And they were 
all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch.  (Acts 5:12) 

 
God granted the same signs and wonders to be done through the hands of Paul and Barnabas. 

 

Therefore they stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord, who was bearing witness to the  word of 
His grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands.  (Acts 14:3)  

 

We should realize by now that great signs and wonders are manifested among the people when     
believers minister through the laying on of hands in accordance with God’s word. We need to get our 
directions from Jesus just as the first disciples did. We will discover that the Lord wants us to do the works 
that He did and even greater works. 

 

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works 
than these he will do, because I go to My Father.  (John 14:12) 

 

One such work is in the area of healing. Jesus says that we are to lay our hands on the sick and they will 
recover. This is an excellent place for us to begin in obedience to the Lord in the laying on of hands. 

 

And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new 
tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will 
lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”  (Mark 16:17-18) 
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Do Not Lay Hands on Anyone Hastily 
 

Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, not share in other people’s sins; keep yourself pure.  (1Tim. 5:22) 
 

Some have used the above Scripture to discourage believers in the practice of laying on of hands. 
The purpose of this Biblical guideline, however, is not for us to be afraid to lay our hands on others nor to 
discontinue the practice.  It’s given to avoid haste in the appointment of leaders that could result in the 
ordination of an unwise selection through the laying on of hands. It’s also a helpful guideline to pause 
before laying our hands on someone in need. Sometimes, this allows us to receive more direction and 
anointing for those who need a touch from God. Occasionally what someone requests in ministry is a result 
of disobedience or some other sin in their life. One of our editors discovered this once when a young 
woman approached the altar for ministry. He knew immediately by the Spirit that we were not to lay hands 
on her too quickly. As he paused, the Lord showed him a cup filled with all the blessings of Jesus Christ for 
this woman—including the desire of her heart. He laid his hands on her head at this time and gave her the 
word of wisdom and knowledge from the Lord while encouraging her to drink fully from the cup of living 
water. The Spirit had revealed that she wanted God to give her the desire of her heart without seeking His 
fullness. In other words, she sought the gift and not so much the giver. If he would have laid hands on her 
too quickly, he could have hindered God’s direction for her life and participated in her sin. Instead, he 
received direction from God to minister to her need and she received the touch of God, and (eventually) the 
child she desperately sought from the Lord. 
 
God Does Four Things through the Laying On Of Hands 
 

1. The Lord sets us apart for His service (consecration) 
A very noticeable and special anointing from God falls upon believers when others lay hands on 

them to commission them for a given ministry. The seven deacons were set apart to oversee the daily 
distribution of food to the needy through the laying on of the apostles’ hands. 

 

And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, 
and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, whom they set 
before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them.   (Acts 6:5-6) 

 

Paul and Barnabas were also set apart for the work of the Lord when certain prophets and teachers laid 
their hands on them. 

 

As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work to which I have called them.” Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them 
away.  (Acts 13:2-3) 

 
2. The Lord heals 

Once, one of our editors developed a rash under his arm. It rapidly spread down the entire side of 
his body. He called on one of the elders of the congregation he was serving to pray for him. When the elder 
laid his hands on our editor to pray, he experienced an electric current of God’s healing power through his 
entire body. No medicine. No doctor’s appointment. He was healed on the spot! We need to thank God that 
He heals through the laying on of hands. 

 

Jesus healed Jarius’ daughter in the same way. 
 

While He spoke these things to them, behold, a ruler came and worshiped Him, saying, “My daughter has just 
died, but come and lay Your hand on her and she will live.”   (Matthew 9:18)  

 

Jesus also laid His hands upon a woman who had an infirmity for 18 years and healed her. 
 

And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.   (Luke 13:13) 
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God also told Ananias to lay hands on Paul for the recovering of his sight. 
 

And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the 
Lord £Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his 
sight at once; and he arose and was baptized.  (Acts 9:17-18) 

 

Paul laid his hands on the father of Publius, the chief man on the island of Malta, and he was healed. 
 

And it happened that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and dysentery. Paul went in to him and prayed, 
and he laid his hands on him and healed him.  (Acts 28:8) 

 

The evidence of the Bible is clear. The Lord will also heal today through the laying on of our hands. 
 

3. The Lord fills believers with the Holy Spirit 
Peter and John laid their hands on the believers in Samaria and they were filled with the Holy 

Spirit. 
 

  Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.  (Acts 8:17)  
 

Simon, a converted sorcerer, tried to buy this power. 
 

And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered 
them money, saying, “Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”  
(Acts 8:18-19) 
 

It’s clear from the above passage that there is the delegated anointing to receive the Holy Spirit through the 
laying on of hands. This enablement is from God and cannot be bought with money. We can receive the 
baptism with the Holy Spirit through the laying on of hands. 

  
4. The Lord distributes gifts of the Spirit 

The Lord distributes gifts of the Spirit according to His own will. 
 

  God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed  
  according to his will.  (Heb. 2:4 NIV) 
 

One way God distributes these gifts is through the laying on of hands. Remember Joshua received the 
spirit of wisdom through the laying on of Moses’ hands. Although God distributes the gift according to His 
will, we are responsible for using it. Paul tells Timothy not to neglect the gift he has received through the 
laying on of hands. 

 

Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of 
the eldership.  (1Tim. 4:14) 

 

It’s no wonder that Paul tells him to stir up (fan into flame) the gift of God in him. Notice again that Timothy 
received his gift through the laying on of hands, which indeed reinforces this doctrine as a foundational one 
for believers. 

 

For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my 
hands.  (2Tim. 1:6 NIV) 
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Discussion Questions: 

1. Why does God stretch forth His hand? 

 

 

 

2. Do you think God always does things according to natural order or human pattern?   Why or why not? 

 

 

3. Do you believe anyone can come to the Lord? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

MATCHING: In this section of questions, you will complete a matching exercise.  Write the letter of the correct 

answer in the blank in front of the appropriate statement. 

 

_____1.  How to receive boldness  A. signs and wonders will follow 

 

_____2.  Why you should not hastily  B. pray to the Father for that ability as in Acts 4                     

lay hands on anyone 

 

_____3.  What God does through the C. it is a way God chooses to work through you                                                           

   laying on of hands 

 

_____4.  Why God wants you to lay  D. to avoid ordaining an unwise selection; to receive    

hands on others       more direction and anointing  

 

_____5. How to know God works  E. consecrates, heals, fills, and distributes gifts       
through the laying on of hands   
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Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.           

(John 11:25) 

 
We Are To Preach the Resurrection of the Dead 
 

One of our editors remembers the first time he preached on this great doctrine. He had been          
conditioned by his religious tradition that Easter was the time to preach on the resurrection of the dead, but 
this was in October. He prepared the message without any knowledge of God’s purpose. He was grateful 
that he obeyed the Lord, though, because at 6 A.M. on the morning he was to give the message, he 
received the news. His grandfather had died. He went on to preach a powerfully anointed message on the 
resurrection of the just.  

God wants us to preach the resurrection of the dead. Why were religious leaders grieved with 
Peter and John? It was because they preached this doctrine. About 5,000 believed in Jesus after hearing 
God’s Word concerning the resurrection from the dead.   
 

Now as they spoke to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees came upon 
them, being greatly disturbed that they taught the people and preached in Jesus the resurrection from the 
dead. And they laid hands on them, and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already 
evening. However, many of those who heard the word believed; and the number of the men came to be about 
five thousand.  (Acts 4:1-4) 

 

Paul preached the resurrection of the dead at Athens. 
 

And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked, while others said, “We will hear you again 
on this matter.”  (Acts 17:32) 

 

He was also questioned before the priest and the governor, Felix, because of his preaching on this doctrine 
(Acts 23 and 24). The importance of this doctrine is clearly seen in the fact that it gives faith its substance.  
 

Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is 
not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty.  (1Cor. 15:12-14) 

 

We must have faith in both Christ’s resurrection and the resurrection of the dead. The two are          
inseparable. The Lord wants us to boldly and confidently preach them. 
 

Jesus Is the Assurance of the Resurrection of the Dead 
 

The Sadducees were a group of Jewish priests who did not believe in the resurrection of the dead 
or in the existence of angels. It has been jokingly said that this is how they got their name. They were 
“sad—u—cee.” The fact is, however, they were greatly mistaken as many are today into believing that the 
resurrection of the dead is no more than a figment of the imagination. 
 

Jesus answered and said to them, “Are you not therefore mistaken, because you do not know the Scriptures 
nor the power of God?”  (Mark 12:24) 

 

Jesus says there are two things you need to know to be assured of the resurrection. They are the 
Scriptures and the power of God. The first thing the Lord showed the Sadducees was that Scripture says 
God is the God of the Living. 
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But concerning the dead, that they rise, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the burning bush passage, 
how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not 
the God of the dead, but the God of the living. You are therefore greatly mistaken.”  (Mark 12:26-27) 

 

Jesus was referring to Exodus 3:6. There are many other Old Testament passages that reveal this same 
truth. 
 

But your dead will live; their bodies will rise.  You who dwell in the dust, wake up and shout for joy. Your dew 
is like the dew of the morning; the earth will give birth to her dead. (Isaiah 26:19 NIV)   

 

 But God will redeem my soul from the grave; he will surely take me to himself.  (Psalm 49:15 NIV) 
 

    You will guide me with Your counsel, And afterward receive me to glory.  (Psalms 73:24) 
 

And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt.  (Daniel 12:2 KJV) 

 

 For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth;  (Job 19:25) 
 

Knowing the Scriptures also made a difference for the apostles. Although Peter and John believed that 
Jesus was not there when they saw the open tomb, they did not immediately connect it with the 
resurrection.  
 

Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw and believed. For as yet they did 
not know the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.  (John 20:8-9) 

 

The apostles experienced a significant change after being filled with the Holy Spirit on the day of      
Pentecost. The Lord led them to Psalm 16:10 and a bold witness to the resurrection of Jesus. 
 

…he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor 
did His flesh see corruption. This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. (Acts 2:31-32) 

 

Knowing the Scriptures will also make a difference for us. We are assured that we have life in Jesus. This 
is why God has given us His word. 
 

And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but 
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may 
have life in His name.  (John 20:30-31) 

 

Not only was the Bible written that we might believe and have life, but that we may be absolutely certain 
about it. 
 

These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you 
have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.  (1John 5:13) 

 

If you were to die today, are you certain that you would receive eternal life?  Many believers remain 
uncertain of this eternal truth. We can be “certain believers” when we know the Scriptures.  
 

 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.  (1John 5:12) 
 

We also need to know the power of God if we are going to have assurance of the resurrection of 
the dead. This power is revealed in seven words from the mouth of Jesus. 
 

 ...“I am the resurrection and the life.” (John 11:25) 
 

Jesus spoke these words before He raised Lazarus from the dead. This miracle demonstrated the power of 
God for the resurrection of the dead. This power raised the following from the dead: 
 

• The widow’s son     1 Kings 17:16-24 

• Shunammite woman’s son   2 Kings 4:32-37 

• Jairus’ daughter    Mark 5:35-43 

• A widow’s son    Luke 7:12-17 

• Lazarus     John 11:38-44 
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• Dorcas      Acts 9:36-43 

• Eutychus    Acts 20:7-10 
 

Jesus wept at the tomb of Lazarus. This is the shortest verse in the Bible. Even so, it reveals an     
important truth regarding our attitude about life and death. Why did Jesus weep? The Jews believed it was 
because He loved Lazarus. Although Jesus did love him as He loves us, it wasn’t the primary reason for 
His weeping. Jesus wept because the people of God disbelieved in His power to raise the dead. 
 

Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit 
and was troubled. And He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus 
wept. Then the Jews said, “See how He loved him!” And some of them said, “Could not this Man, who opened 
the eyes of the blind, also have kept this man from dying?” Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, came to 
the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it.  (John 11:33-38) 

 

When we believe Jesus is the resurrection and the life, we focus on life and not on death. Jesus told them 
to take away the stone and He called Lazarus forth by name from the dead. 

Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!”  (John 11:43) 
 

We may not have realized this, but if Jesus had not called Lazarus by name all the dead would have been 
raised. This is how great God’s power to raise the dead is! 
 

Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come 
forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection 
of condemnation.  (John 5:28-29) 

 

Even when Jesus breathed His last breath on the cross, God’s power to raise the dead was            
demonstrated. The graves of many of the saints were opened like a sneak preview of what was to come. 
This was after Jesus cried out with a loud voice. 
 

And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. Then, behold, the veil of the temple was 
torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, and the graves were opened; 
and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the graves after His 
resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many.   (Matthew 27:50-53) 

Jesus Is the Firstborn of the Dead 
 

We can see the vast greatness of God’s power in the resurrection of Jesus. He is the forerunner for 
our resurrection. It’s our inheritance in Him. Paul prayed for believers to know this.  
 

... and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His 
mighty power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand 
in the heavenly places,   (Eph. 1:19-20) 

 

Jesus is the firstborn of the dead. 
 

And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things 
He may have the preeminence.  (Col. 1:18) 

 

He is also the firstborn of many brethren. 
 

For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 
firstborn among many brethren.  (Rom. 8:29) 

 

It’s important to understand that Lazarus and the others were raised from the dead only to die 
again, but Jesus was raised to live forever. Not one of the saints preceded our Lord. They appeared after 
His resurrection (Matthew 27:53). Jesus is the firstborn of many brethren. This term includes men, women, 
and children. We will be raised from the dead by the power of God Almighty! 
 

 And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.  (1Cor. 6:14) 
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We have the assurance of the resurrection in Jesus. It’s a lively hope within us because He has given us a 
spiritual rebirth and the certain promise of eternal life. 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten 
us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance 
incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the 
power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  (1Pet. 1:3-5) 

 

We Are Children of the Resurrection 
 

The resurrection of the dead includes the saved and the unsaved, but not at the same time, nor 
with the same end. Although God will raise everyone from the dead, Jesus revealed in John 5:29 that there 
is the resurrection of life and the resurrection of condemnation. The resurrection of life is called the first 
resurrection in Scripture, while the resurrection of condemnation is called the second death. 
 

But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection. Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no 
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.  (Rev. 20:5-6) 

 

It’s not difficult to figure out who is going where. We are a part with all believers of the first              
resurrection. This is the resurrection of life. The Bible reveals that there are three or more phases of the 
first resurrection. 
 
 

• Matthew 27:51-53    Some of the saints were resurrected 

• 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18   The rapture of the church; the dead in Christ rise first     

• Revelation 7:14 & 20:4   Tribulation saints and the souls of those    
     beheaded for their witness to Christ. 

 
 

If we are children of God, then Scripture gives us what we need to know to have confidence we will be 
raised to eternal life. Here are God’s promises for us: 
 

1. His children cannot die anymore. 
 

But those who are counted worthy to attain that age, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are 
given in marriage; nor can they die anymore, for they are equal to the angels and are sons of God, being sons 
of the resurrection.  (Luke 20:35-36) 

 

2. His children are fellow citizens with the saints. 
 

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of 
the household of God,   (Eph. 2:19) 

 

3. His children shall be changed  
This will take place in the twinkling of an eye or 11/100th of a second according to tests conducted 
by General Electric. 

• 1 Corinthians 15:42 Incorruptible bodies 

• 1 Corinthians 15:43 Glorified and powerful bodies     

• 1 Corinthians 15:44 Spiritual bodies 

• 1 Corinthians 15:49 Heavenly bodies 

• 1 Corinthians 15:52 Raised in a moment 

• 1 Corinthians 15:53 Immortal bodies 
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4. His children shall see Jesus and be like Him. 
 

Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that 
when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.  (1John 3:2) 

 

5. His children shall be with the Lord forever. 
 

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.                      
(1Thess. 4:17-18) 

 

6. His children press on toward the prize. 
 

That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made 
conformable unto his death; If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. Not as though I 
had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I 
am apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  (Phil. 3:10-14 KJV) 

 

These are six sure reasons for being on Jesus’ team. We can now believe and preach the               
resurrection of the dead with renewed boldness and confidence in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Discussion Questions: 

1. It is important to preach the resurrection of the dead because it gives our  

 

 _f________________  its _s_____________________.               

2. Two things give us assurance in this doctrine of resurrection.  What are these two things? 

 

 

 

3. The scriptures reveal that, in relation to the resurrection of the dead, God is the God of the 

 

 _l_________________________. 

 

4. The Bible was written that we might _b____________________ and have _l____________ and be 

absolutely _c__________________ about it.  We are certain that we have eternal life  when we 

know the _s___________________________. 

5. What did Jesus say that revealed God’s power to raise the dead? 

 

 

 

6. Why did Jesus weep at the tomb of Lazarus? 

 

 

7. What was the significance of Jesus calling Lazarus forth by name? 

 

 

 

8. What does it mean that Jesus is “the firstborn from the dead”? 
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9. The “first resurrection” is also called the _r________________________ of _l___________ while 

the “second death is called the _s___________________  _d_______________. 

 

 

10. List the 6 promises mentioned in this text as God’s promises to us as children of the             

 resurrection. 

 1. 

 

 2. 

 

 3. 

 

 4. 

 

 5. 

 

 6. 

 

 

11. Describe the kind of body we will have in the resurrection from the dead. 
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And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.  (Revelation 20:15) 

 
The Judgment of God Is Not To Be Taken Lightly 
 

The Bible declares that the last days will be very difficult times. Many have interpreted this to mean 
hard times in the economic sense. Although there will be widespread economic hardships throughout the 
world during the last days, the Bible describes more of a society barren of moral fiber and filled with vices 
that are an abomination unto God. 
 

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 
money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, 
slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn 

away!  (2Tim. 3:1-5) 
 
 

Churches across America are filled with people who do the things listed above with little or no         
exhortation to the contrary. Instead there is a desire to justify the continuation of all sorts of sinful habits as 
if God ignores it all. This attitude reveals that preaching and teaching on eternal judgment is long overdue.  
It’s important for all believers to understand and respect the judgment of God. If we do not take the time to 
learn about the ways of God in this area, it will hinder our spiritual growth. The prophet Jeremiah gives 
some insight into the importance of knowing the judgment of God. 
 
 

Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the broad places 
thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth; and I will pardon 
it. And though they say, The LORD liveth; surely they swear falsely. O LORD, are not thine eyes upon the 
truth? thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved; thou hast consumed them, but they have refused to 
receive correction: they have made their faces harder than a rock; they have refused to return. Therefore I 
said, Surely these are poor; they are foolish: for they know not the way of the LORD, nor the judgment of their 
God.  (Jeremiah 5:1-4 KJV) 

 
 

We cannot afford to take the judgment of God lightly and yield to ungodly habits while refusing His         
correction. We will find it much more productive to yield to the Holy Spirit. One of the key functions of the 
Holy Spirit is to convince the world of the certainty of God’s judgment over Satan and all forms of 
ungodliness. 
 

And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, 
because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; of 
judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.  (John 16:8-11) 

 

We can walk in victory over sin in our lives because of God’s judgment upon the devil. This is on condition 
that you stop yielding yourself to the sin and yield to God. It’s a spiritual truth that whatsoever you yield 
yourself to will eventually lead to enslavement. 
 

Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you 
obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?   (Rom. 6:16) 

 

If we do not understand this, then it’s likely for us to continue in sin and take God for granted. Many are 
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doing this, justifying it with an unbiblical concept of grace, and influencing others to do the same. You don’t 
want to be among them in the judgment. This is why we need to know about God’s judgment. The Lord 
knows who is really His and who is not.  
 

Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, 
“Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”  (2Tim. 2:19) 

 
God Is the Merciful Lord Who Saves and the Holy Lord Who Will Punish Sin 
 

A paradox is something that appears to be contradictory, but is actually true. The Bible presents 
such a paradox about God. 
 

…you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing 
mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments..  (Exodus 20:5-6) 

 

This should not give us a headache because God would not be God if He did not save and if He did not 
also punish sin. We need to know and accept this truth. 
 

Therefore know that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and mercy for a 
thousand generations with those who love Him and keep His commandments; and He repays those who hate 
Him to their face, to destroy them. He will not be slack with him who hates Him; He will repay him to his face.  
(Deuteronomy 7:9-10) 

 

When we love Jesus and do His will, He shows mercy to us for a thousand generations. Praise be to His 
name forever! A simple way of accurately understanding the paradox between God’s mercy and judgment 
is in the following statement: “Jesus loves you just the way you are, but He loves you too much to leave you 
that way!”  
 
We Must Fear the Lord 

The subject of eternal judgment should not cause us to be frightened of God, but to respect Him 
and stand in reverence of His holiness. After all, the Spirit of the Lord is also called the Spirit of holiness. 
It’s important for us to have this kind of fear. The increase of wickedness in the world today is evidence that 
the fear of the Lord is greatly lacking. It’s also the missing link in the half-hearted walk of many worldly 
Christians today. The fear of the Lord is a deterrent to the willful continuation of sinful practices. 
 

 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid.  God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be 
 with you to keep you from sinning.  (Exodus 20:20 NIV) 
 

God wants us to fear Him. In addition to serving as a deterrent to sin, this respect and reverence 
for God will do a lot more for our eternal relationship with Him.  

 

• The fear of God is the beginning (principle part) of knowledge and wisdom. 
 

 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction. (Proverbs 1:7) 
 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.   
(Proverbs 9:10) 

 

• The angel of the Lord encamps about them that fear Him. 
 

 The angel of the Lord encamps all around those who fear Him, and delivers them.  (Psalm 34:7) 
 

• There is no want to them that fear Him. 
 

Oh, fear the Lord, you His saints! There is no want to those who fear Him.  (Psalm 34:9) 
 

• His salvation is near those who fear Him. 
 

 Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, that glory may dwell in our land.  (Psalm 85:9) 
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• God accepts those who fear Him. 
 

But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him.  (Acts 10:35) 
 

There is no doubt we need to fear the Lord. Judgment will actually begin in the house of God. This is where 
God’s name should be respected the most. 
 

For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the 
end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the 
ungodly and the sinner appear?  1 Peter 4:17-18 KJV 

 
God Is the Judge 
 

We will find as we grow in the Lord that it’s easy to fall into the habit of judging others. Even though 
it may involve the critical evaluation of where someone is at spiritually, it’s best to leave the judging to God.  
We are called to minister to others by the Holy Spirit; God will do the judging! We’re not to be about the 
business of judging others. 
 

“Judge not, that you be not judged. For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the 
measure you use, it will be measured back to you.  (Matt. 7:1-2) 

 

There is a difference between judging and spiritual discernment. Judging usually projects a negative 
outlook on another brother or sister in Christ with an unforgiving and condemning spirit. Spiritual 
discernment, however, is given by God to help others. Although spiritual discernment may recognize 
weaknesses in a brother or sister, its purpose is to exhort and encourage them in a corrective way that they 
may be strengthened in the Lord. Many Christians view correction as judgment today. The modern 
FaceBook relational model invading many churches and believers’ lives is without boundaries whereas 
relationships in Christ follow distinct boundaries and spiritual principles. A wise practice for believers is “Do 
not judge others, but be careful in choosing with whom you will align.” 

The purpose of the preceding discussion was to make the truth known that even in our 
relationships God is judge. Judging is entirely His business. The Bible emphasizes this over and over 
again. 

• God is judge Himself. 
 

Let the heavens declare His righteousness, for God Himself is judge.  (Psalm 50:6) 
 

• God is the judge of all. 
 

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable 
company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God 
the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect,  (Heb. 12:22-23) 

 

• God judges everyone without partiality. 
 

And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves 
throughout the time of your stay here in fear;  (1Peter 1:17) 

 

• God judges with righteousness and truth. 
 

  For He is coming, for He is coming to judge the earth. He shall judge the world with righteousness, 
      And the peoples with His truth.  (Psalms 96:13) 

 

• God judges all that is ungodly to destroy sin. 
 

 Zephaniah 2:11  The gods of the earth 
 Jeremiah 25:15ff  Heathen nations       
 Ezekiel 25-32  
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 Hosea 4:1ff  The sins of his own people      
 Micah 6:1ff  

 
Jesus Christ Has All Authority to Make an Age Lasting Decision Concerning Each Person 
 

Suppose a person comes to you in a panic about his late father. He tells you that his father swore a 
lot and didn’t go to church, but was a good guy. Then he pops the big question: “Do you think my father 
went to hell?” How would you answer the person? You need to tell him that it depended on how his late 
father stood with Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the answer for every question regarding where a person is 
going to spend eternity. The following truths reveal this beyond a shadow of a doubt: 
 

• The Father has committed all judgment to Jesus. 
 

For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son, that all should honor the Son just as 
they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.                
(John 5:22-23) 

 

• God ordained Jesus to judge everyone. 
 

And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was ordained by God to be 
Judge of the living and the dead.  (Acts 10:42) 

 

• Jesus is the Righteous Judge. 
 

Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me 
on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.  (2Tim. 4:8) 

 

• The Father has given Jesus authority to execute the judgment. 
 

For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself, and has given Him 
authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man.  (John 5:26-27) 

 

One thing that you may not be aware of is that all believers must appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ. There’s a future accountability for what we do or do not do in service to Christ. 
 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the 
body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  (2Cor. 5:10) 

 
The Judgment Is Already Set 
 

We need to know that the Lord has already prepared His throne for judgment. This means Jesus is 
ready to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 But the Lord shall endure forever; He has prepared His throne for judgment.   (Psalm 9:7) 
 

 They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.  (1Pet. 4:5) 
 

God has appointed a day to judge the world. We can be certain that each day brings His judgment closer 
because God will not overlook the ignorance of mankind forever.  
 

Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, because 
He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. 
He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.”  (Acts 17:30-31) 

 

What will the judgment day be like? The Bible says it will be a day of wrath. 
 

 The Lord is at Your right hand; He shall execute kings in the day of His wrath. (Psalm 110:5) 
 

The ungodly will not stand on this day. All those who reject Christ will be on their knees before Him to 
receive their just reward. 
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Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 
(Psalm.1:5) 

 

We, however, have passed from condemnation. We have passed from death to life in Jesus. We need to fill 
our mouth with praise to God for that! Because of Him, we can have boldness in the Day of Judgment. 
 

Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He 
is, so are we in this world.  (1John 4:17) 

 

Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He 
will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.                   
(1Cor. 1:7-8 NIV) 

 
Those in Danger of Eternal Condemnation 
 

Dare we notice how many people at athletic events and in work places take the name of the Lord in 
vain? Most do not realize that they will have to give an account of every idle word in the Day of Judgment. 
 

But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. For 
by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”  Matthew 12:36-37 

 
 

Although God desires that no one should perish, those who reject Jesus Christ will. The Bible reveals 
multitudes that are in danger of eternal condemnation. 
 

• Mark 3:29   Those who blaspheme the Holy Spirit 
 

• Matthew 5:20-30  Those who do not work righteousness and have an unclean heart 
 

• John 12:48  Those who reject Christ and his words 
 

• Romans 2:5  Those who are unrepentant                
Revelation 2-3 

 

• Matthew 13:41-42  Those who offend and do iniquity 
 

• Matthew 22:1-14  Those with no wedding garment 
 

• Matthew 24:45-51  Those who are not ready 
 

• Matthew 25:14-46  Those who are unprofitable servants 
 

• Luke 13:23-28  Those who work iniquity and try to enter in 
 

• Hebrews 10:26-27  Those who are willful sinners 

• Hebrews 6:4-8  Those who are enlightened backsliders 

• 2 Peter 2    Those who are false teachers 
Those who walk in the flesh 
Those who are again entangled in the pollutions of the world 

• Jude   Those who are ungodly lusters 

 
Anything Is Better Than Being Cast into the Everlasting Fire 
 

Although people joke about hell, it’s evident from Scripture that the subject is no joking matter.  
Jesus said it’s better to have your hand cut off or your eye plucked out than to go there. 
 

“If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life lame 
or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire. And if your eye 
causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather 
than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire.  (Matt. 18:8-9) 

 

Three times Jesus calls hell the outer darkness (Matthew 8:12; 22:12; 25:30). Seven times our Lord says 
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it’s where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 8:12; 13:42, 50; 22:13; 24:51; 25:30; 
Luke 13:28). The Bible also calls hell the lake of fire (Revelation 20:15). 

One of the most graphic descriptions of what hell is like is found in Luke 16:19-31. This passage is 
about a reality; it’s not a parable. The story is about a certain rich man and a beggar named Lazarus. The 
rich man went to hell and Lazarus went to heaven or Abraham’s bosom, which was the honored place in 
Paradise. Jesus revealed several truths about hell in this account. Those in hell are in torments (plural) and 
are cut off from God. 
 

And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.  
Then he cried and said, ‘”Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.”  (Luke 16:23-24)  

 

There is also a fixed barrier in hell through which no one can pass. There is no escape! 
 

And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here 
to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’ (Luke 16:26) 

 

The rich man finally fears the Lord, but it’s too late for him. When a person dies without Christ, it’s too late!  
It is too late! The greatest evangelist in the world cannot preach him into heaven. 
 
Now Is the Time to Receive Christ 
 

There is only one reason that God is delaying the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. He does not 
want anyone to be cast into hell. 
 

The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not 
willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.  (2 Pet. 3:9) 

 

We have the task with all believers throughout the world of reaching every man, woman, and child for 
Jesus. Their very lives depend on it! God will not send another from the dead except for Jesus. The final 
request of the rich man from hell was for the Lord to send someone who has been raised from the dead to 
his family. 
 

Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, for I have five 
brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’ Abraham said to him, ‘They 
have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’ And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them 
from the dead, they will repent.’ But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’”  (Luke 16:27-31) 

 

We can feel the desperation in the rich man as he pleads with Abraham. He knew that he had five     
brothers who would end up where he was if there was no change in their hearts and lives. People will be 
cast into hell if they do not get right with Jesus Christ. What about our families, circle of friends, and 
acquaintances? Do they really know the Lord? We will be determined to win them and others to the Lord 
when the doctrine of eternal judgment has been properly laid within our hearts. There is still time to receive 
Christ. There is still time to keep people who need the Lord from going to hell. Now is that time! 
 

For He says: “In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.  (2Cor. 6:2) 
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Discussion Questions: 

1. MATCHING: In this section of questions, you will complete a matching exercise.  Write the letter of 

the correct answer in the blank in front of the appropriate statement. 
 

_____1.  What will stimulate renewed   A. to develop a respect and reverence for Him                                   

   preaching on eternal judgment 
 

_____2.  Why it is important to know   B. so that each one may receive what is due Him             

the judgment of God 
 

_____3.  How it is possible for us to be  C. an attitude of repentance in light of God’s truth    

victorious over sinful habits 
 

_____4.  Why we must appear before  D. those who reject Jesus Christ by their words and the 

judgment seat of Christ       deeds  

_____5.   Who is in danger of eternal  E. by yielding to the Holy Spirit and God’s correction     

condemnation?         

 

 

2. Describe how God can hold both mercy and judgment as valid parts of His nature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the significance of “fearing the Lord’? 

 

 

 

 

4. Contrast judging and spiritual discernment. 
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5. God is judge of _a___________ and judges _e___________________ without showing  

 

 _p________________________.  God judges with _r_________________________ and 

 

_t________________ and must judge all that is _u__________________ in order to destroy 

_s________. 

 

 

6. Our eternal destiny is dependent upon what we do with Jesus Christ because God the Father has 

given His son Jesus all _a___________________ to judge everyone in regard to what we do or do 

not do in _s________________ to Christ.   

 

 

 

7. God will judge the world on the day that He has _a_____________________. 

 

8. How can we have confidence on the Day of Judgment? 

 

 

 

9. Based on the scriptural descriptions referenced in this chapter, describe what hell is like. 

 

 

 

10. True or False:  Those who go to hell get a second chance on the Day of Judgment. 

 

11. True or False:  We can play a part in keeping some of those currently on this earth from going to 

hell by warning them of eternal judgment. 

 
12. True or False: Jesus loves you just the way you are, but He loves you too much to leave you that 

way! 
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APPENDIX 1 

5-Fold Global Spirit Filled Discipleship Model 

Equip and Empower a new generation of leaders and believers who will fulfill the book of Acts in the power of the 

Holy Spirit and multiply the end time harvest through strategic prayer, power evangelism, Spirit filled discipleship, and 

church planting aligned with God’s Word 

The Model for Spirit-Filled Discipleship:                                                                                                         

(Acts 11:26; 13:1; 14:26-28; 15:30-38): 

We will establish Rapid Deployment Training Centers similar to the Tyrannus School in Ephesus (Acts 19:9-10): a 

four phase equipping model (Mark 4:26-29) aimed at equipping, empowering, and releasing the body of Christ for the 

work of ministry (Ephesians 4:12); and an Ephesians 4:11 teaching team comprised of trained and anointed regional 

and international leaders. 

The discipleship mandate is overwhelmingly confirmed in the Great Commission. The four progressive growth stages 

in the Parable of the Growing Seed parallels four stages of discipleship. All lead to the harvest.  

1. Spiritual Formation – first the blade (sprout means to bud; put forth new leaves) 

My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you, (Gal. 4:19 NKJ) 

2. Transformation Ministry – then the head (grow means to make long, lengthen, cause to grow, 

increase) 

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove 

what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. (Rom. 12:2 NKJ) 

3. Ministry Activation – full grain (filled up as opposed to empty, complete)  

"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." (Acts 1:8 NKJ) 

4. Mission Multiplication – the ripened grain; the yield; the harvest has come (ripens means to give 

into the hands of another, give over into one’s power for use, to commit/commend) 

After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by two before His face into every 

city and place where He Himself was about to go. (Luke 10:1 NKJ) 

Discipleship Mandate – The Great Commission 

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 

earth. 19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 "teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.                      

(Matt. 28:18-20 NKJ) 
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Discipleship Process – The Parable of the Growing Seed  

And He said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground, 27 "and should 

sleep by night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he himself does not know 

how. 28 "For the earth yields crops by itself: first the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in 

the head. 29 "But when the grain ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has 

come." (Mark 4:26-29 NKJ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phase 1

•Spiritual Formation 
(Gal. 4:19)

•In Christ Encounter God 
Weekend

•Doctrine of Christ

•Holy Spirit

•Personal Evangelism

•House of Prayer

•Spiritual Warfare

Phase 2

•Transformation Ministry
(Rom. 12:2)

•Divine Healing

•The Worship of God

•Biblical Standards for: 
Morality/ Marriage/ Sexuality

•Giving & Receiving

•End Times

•40 Values Training

Phase 3

•Ministry Activation     
(Acts 1:8)

•Leadership Training 
Orientation Course

•Spiritual Authority

•Strategic Prayer

•Leadership Empowerment

•Pneumatology 101

Phase 4

•Mission Multiplication
(Luke 10:1)

•Revival Fire

•Ephesians 4:11 Team 
Ministry & Apostolic 
Movement

•House Church Strategy 

•Firepower: Taking 
Villages/Cities for Christ

•New Testament Church 
Planting
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APPENDIX 2 

THERE IS ONE GOD 

 

 

 

“There is One God” 
1 Corinthians 8:6, Isaiah 44:6, Isaiah 9:6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 2 

THE TRINITY 

APPENDIX 3 

APPENDIX 2 

THERE IS ONE GOD 

APPENDIX 2 

THERE IS ONE GOD 
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THE HOLY TRINITY 

 

 

 

 
A Definition of the Trinity  

God is One in His essential being  
but the divine essence exists in three forms  

each constituting a person  
yet in such a way that the divine essence is wholly in each person. 

 

 
The term “Trinity”, in reference to the unity of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, is not a term found in the      scriptures.  

The term was used by the early church writer Tertullian in the last part of the second century.  During the fourth century, this term 
became of common and accepted usage in the theology of the Church. 

 
The working of the Trinity is evident from the beginning of the Old Testament. God said, “Let us make man in our image, our likeness...” 

thus God the Creator speaks of himself in the collective sense.  As Creator throughout the universe, God the Father expressed 
His thoughts in a Word (His Son) and by His Spirit has brought all things to pass.  “In the beginning was the Word and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.” (John 1:1) 

 

In the opening of the New Testament, John the Baptist is conscious of the triune nature of God for he: 
Called for repentance toward God 
Faith in the coming Messiah 
Spoke of a baptism of the Holy Spirit 
 

At Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River the three persons of God are clearly seen.  In Matthew 3:13-17, we see the Son  being 
baptized, the Father speaking from Heaven, and the Spirit descending as a dove.  Jesus, having received the     witness of the 
Father and the Spirit, receives the authority to baptize with the Holy Spirit. 

 

In regard to the authority given Him, Jesus directed all attention toward the Father (John 5:19-20).  Jesus instructed His disciples to 
go forth baptizing in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19).  The Father works redemption 
through the Son.  The Father and Son have sent the Spirit back to apply the salvation which Christ wrought for us (Acts 1:4-5; 
John 16:7-14). 

 

The Father creates; the Son saves; the Spirit guides. 
 
At the Pentecost outpouring in the book of Acts, we are shown in fullness the personality of Holy Spirit.  In Acts 2:32,33 Peter explains 

the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost as an activity of Trinity: 
 

God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.  Exalted to the right hand of the Father, 
he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.    

 
We also see the triune nature reflected in the apostolic benediction given by Paul in II Corinthians 13:14: 
 
  

  May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

Our conclusion is this:  there can be no doubt that the teaching of Christ bears testimony to the true personality of each of the 
distinctions within the Godhead and sheds light upon relations existing between three persons. 
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APPENDIX 4 

THE HISTORICAL JESUS 
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APPENDIX 5 
THE DEITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

The deity of the Holy Spirit as a distinct personage in the triune nature of God is truth that is easily backed up by scriptures. The 
Bible clearly states, in looking at the Holy Spirit, that He is a definite and distinct personality – far more than just an influence 
from or manifestation of God. We see the Holy Spirit possessing characteristics, performing actions, and having qualities only 

attributed to God.  
 

 WHO THE BIBLE SAYS THE SPIRIT OF GOD IS 

 
 A definite and distinct personality  
Able to bring understanding I Corinthians 2:10-13 
Able to bring enlightenment to our minds Romans 8:27; Acts 15:28 
Able to be grieved Isaiah 63:10; Ephesians 4:30 
Able to make decision according to His will I Corinthians 12:11 

 

The Holy Spirit performs personal actions 
The Holy Spirit was sent from the Father in Christ’s name. (John 14:26, 15:26)  
Speaks  Acts 8:29; 13:2;  I Timothy  4:1 
Teaches  John 14:26 
Dwells with believers  John 14:16,17 
Fills believers  Acts 2:4; Ephesians 5:18 
 
 
 

He is God 
Although the Holy Spirit is a distinct personality, He is not less than fully God. In both the Old and New Testament, He is credited with 

all the attributes of God Himself. 
Omnipotent   Micah 3:8; Acts 1:8; Romans 15:13,19 
Omniscient   I Corinthians 2:10 
Omnipresent  Psalm 139:7 
Giver of life and One who resurrects the dead Job 33:4; I Peter 3:18 
One injured by our sin Mark 3:29; Acts 5:3-4                                                                                           
 

The adjectives which are applied to the Spirit are those which are used to describe God. 
He is Holy  Psalm 51:11; Isaiah 63:10; Luke 11:13 
Spirit of Truth   John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13 
Spirit of Grace  Hebrews 10:29 
Spirit of Glory   I Peter 4:14 
 
 

An important note on this point:  The Holy Spirit is called Lord in II Corinthians 3:16-18.  Here Paul refers to Exodus 34:29-35, where 
Moses’ face shone with such brightness after his personal encounter with Jehovah that he had to veil his face.  Paul’s primary focus in 
the passage from II Corinthians is Jesus Christ.  So, we have the Holy Spirit identified with Jehovah and with the person of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
 

He is Savior 
The Holy Spirit is the one whom God works through in conviction that leads to repentance and redemption.  Thus, it is through the 
Holy Spirit that salvation comes to be known to us. 
He convicts us of sin.  John 16:8-11 
He is the One who lives in believers.  John 14-16,17 
He sanctifies believers.  II Thessalonians 2:13 
 
 

Probably one of the greatest claims to the deity of the Holy Spirit is found in Acts 5:3-4 where Peter is rebuking Ananias and, in 
reference to the Holy Spirit, states:  “You have not lied to men but to God.”   
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APPENDIX 6 

RESURRECTION:  HOAX OR HISTORY? 

 

 

 

 

There have been several theories presented throughout the centuries in an attempt to discredit the physical 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Some have suggested that the empty tomb was the “wrong” tomb and was not 
the place where Jesus’ body was actually laid (see Matthew 27:57). Others say that Jesus never actually died; he 
was just unconscious and revived while in the tomb. Some say it was all a grand hallucination experienced by a 
group of dedicated followers. In Matthew 28, we see that the Roman officials bribed the guards who were stationed at 
Jesus’ tomb. The guards were told to tell others that the disciples had stolen the body during the night.   
 
We know that the resurrection of Jesus Christ was no hoax.  His resurrection is what our faith is built upon.     
 
 

1. How is the hope of a future resurrection of the dead based upon the validity of the resurrection of the 
 Messiah of Israel? (see I Corinthians 15:20-23) 

 
  
  

2. What happened to Paul as he preached  the resurrection? (see Acts 17;  Acts 26:24) 
 
  
  

3. How can we prove from scripture that those who believed in the resurrection believed that it was an actual 
physical occurrence? 

 
John 2:19,21  
John 20  
Luke 24:38-40 
Acts 1:3 
I Corinthians 15:6 
Acts 3:22 

 
 
 

4. According to I Corinthians 15:14,17, what key elements are crucial to the reality of our faith? 
 
 
 

5. What does Romans 10:9 promise? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


