BIBLICAL PLAN OF SALVATION:

¢ Admit that you have sinned and need a
Savior. It doesn't matter how good you think
you are, how many times you pray, go to
church, etc., you are still a sinner.

+ Believe. The Bible has much to say about
faith or belief.  (Hebrews 11:6) This faith
requires not only an intellectual belief, but
action, also. In the Bible, 'faith” that is not
illustrated in action is not acceptable faith to
God. (James 2:17) If I combine what I hear
with faith, I will respond by doing what God
has asked of me!

+ Repent. The Biblical word for repent is "U-
turn”. Repentance means turning from having
rejected Jesus as Lord to submission to His
authority and Lordship. One who repents is
not saying, “As of this moment, I will never let
you down, hurt you, fail you, or disappoint
you.” Rather, he says, “As of this moment, I
will do my best to love, please, and serve you,
to see that your wishes, wants, and commands
are fulfilled.” 1In God's eyes, man either
surrenders to His will or he is serving the
devil’s will.

¢ Confess. "Confess” is to state publicly that
you believe Jesus is the Son of the Living God,
and that God raised Him from the grave.
Jesus said, “"Whoever acknowledges me before
men, I will acknowledge him before my Father
in heaven. But whoever disowns me before
men, I will disown him before my Father in
heaven.” Matthew 10:32, 33

+ Be Baptized. In the Greek language, from
which our New Testament was translated, the
word baptize means '"to djp, plunge, or
immerse.” Historically, the early church
practiced only immersion. Immersion was the
way Jesus was baptized.

Rev. 07.22.21

CENTRALIA

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

MINISTRY STAFF:

Brad Brenner, Lead Pastor
bbrenner@centraliachristian.org

Nate Larsson, Associate Pastor
nlarsson@centraliachristian.org

Becky Gorman, Admin. Assistant
office@centraliachristian.org

Chris Gillaspie, Worship Coordinator
cfccworship@comcast.net

ELDERS:
Dan Weeks, Chairman
Brian Carter

CENTRALIA CHRISTIAN CHURCH

1215 W. Main St.
Centralia, WA 98531
Office: 360-736-7655 ¢ Fax: 360-330-1848
E-mail: office@centraliachristian.org
Web: www.centraliachristian.org

Follow us on Facebook

(=] 8 [m]

BIBLICAL
ANSWERS
ABOUT
BAPTISM

CENTRALIA
CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

Mission:
"Helping People Build a Full-Time
Relationship With Jesus!”

Vision:
"A Legacy of Strong
God-Honoring Families
That Impact Our Communities!"



a2

WHY BE BAPTIZED?

Many people ask, "Why should I be baptized?”
That's a valid question. There are several biblical
reasons:

+ To follow Jesus’ example (Matthew 3:13-
17). Even though He was perfect, and sinless,
Jesus willingly submitted himself to baptism as
he began his ministry. We should follow his
example, submitting to baptism into Christ.

+ To obey what Christ commanded (Matthew
28:19). Baptism is not an option, a take it or
leave it proposition. Christ issued this
command as one having all authority. Thus,
baptism is not a preference of men or a
church, but an imperative command of Jesus.

+ To follow the teachings of the Disciples
(Acts 8:35-38). Phillip’s preaching of Jesus
involved an explanation of baptism. Otherwise,
the eunuch would not have asked the question
about being baptized. (Acts 2:38) Peter taught
that part of one's response to Christ in addition
to repentance was baptism. (Acts 16:29-34)
Paul explained to the Philippian jailer that there
is something to do to be saved. His answer
was to believe in the Lord Jesus. Please notice
that baptism followed this belief and was a
demonstration of this belief. Mere belief is not
consistent with The New Testament
conversions. Baptism always follows believing
in Jesus.

¢+ The early church baptized (Acts 2:36-38,
41; Acts 8:5-12; Acts 18:8). Those who were
baptized first believed in Jesus, repented of
sin, and then were baptized. One is to be a
repentant believer to be eligible for baptism.

+ To wash away our sins (Acts 2:38, 22:16).
An inward cleansing that trades our sins for
God’s Spirit! The water does not cleanse; it is a
symbol of the cleansing that comes from
Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection (1 Peter
3:18-21).

+ To pledge allegiance to Christ (1 Peter
3:18-21). Our baptism is a public proclamation
and affirmation of our faith. It is our “pledge of
a good conscience toward God.”

+ Burial of the old self (Romans 6:3, 4;
Colossians 2:12). The baptismal is a “water
grave.” It pictures the death and burial of our
Olr? self. It also pictures our resurrection with
Christ.

+ To be clothed with Christ (Galatians 3:26,
27). This outward act of obedience displays
our loyalty to Christ.

ARE YOU SAVED BY BEING BAPTIZED?

No! Salvation is by faith in the death, burial and
resurrection of Jesus. However, the Bible teaches
that the natural response to this faith is
repentance and baptism. When it comes to the
issue of baptism, it is our desire to be obedient to
the scriptures. In them we see:

+ Jesus commanded it (Matthew 28:19; Mark
16:16).

+ The disciples taught it (Acts 2:38; 8:30-38;
16:30-33).

¢ The early Church practiced it (Acts 2:41;
8:12; 10:47).

We will follow the New Testament design.

WHEN CAN I BE BAPTIZED?

Immediately! When you understand God desires
this and why, do it at once. We encourage you to
do it in one of our worship services, as a public
testimony to others. But we can arrange to
baptize you anytime (it happened after midnight
in Acts 16:25-33). It does not have to be in a
church building, though our baptistery is always
available.

WHAT ABOUT INFANT BAPTISM?

Many people ask, "I was baptized as a baby, do I
need to be baptized again?”The Bible only speaks
of people being baptized who were old enough to
make that decision on their own. When babies are
baptized, it is usually a parent or grandparent
doing the best they know to do for the child.
Notice what the Bible connects with baptism:
Believe and be baptized (Mark 16:15). Confess
our belief and be baptized (Acts 2:38). Call on the
Lord (pray) and be baptized (Acts 22:16). Can a
baby do any of these?

BIBLICAL ANSWERS ABOUT BAPTISM

Infant baptism normally involves "sprinkling. ” The
Bible word for baptism means to immerse, dip
into, submerge, to cover over. Only in this way
does baptism picture Christ's death and
resurrection, and the removal of sin. Sprinkling
does not. Furthermore, sprinkling actually began
1000 years after the New Testament was written.

IS BAPTISM REQUIRED FOR CHURCH
MEMBERSHIP?

At Centralia Christian Church we require no more
or no less than what Jesus required of His
Church. Because Christ commanded baptism for
His followers (Matthew 28:18-20), we require the
same.

WHAT ABOUT CHILDREN?

There is no certain age where every child is
prepared for baptism. Any child old enough to
understand what Jesus did for them on the cross,
and who has accepted Christ as their personal
savior, should be baptized.

For further help and information, please call the
church office, (360) 736-7655.



