Ryland Walter | September 11-12, 2021
Week 1: God’s Will For Difficult Decisions
Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that
city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” Why,
you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life?
You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.
Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do
this or that.”
James 4:13-15 (NIV)

• The ______________ will of God
What God is doing on the earth — God’s _______
• The ______________ will of God
What God has already said in His Word — God’s ____
• The ______________ will of God
What God desires for my life — God’s _____
The more I get to know the sovereign will of God and the
moral will of God, the better I will ___________
the personal will of God.
What am I doing that I _______________ be doing?
What am I not doing that I _______________ doing?
This is God's Will for Me
1. That I __________________________

fi

ff

Jesus: “For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but
to do the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him
who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me,
but raise them up at the last day. 40 For my Father’s will is that
everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have
eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.”
John 6:38-40 (NIV)

ff

fi

TOUGH CHOICES

2. That I ___________________________________________
Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise,
16 making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.
17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.
18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be
lled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another with psalms, hymns,
and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to
the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 5:15-20 (NIV)

3. That I ___________________________________________
It is God’s will that you should be sancti ed: that you should avoid
sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should learn to control your
own body in a way that is holy and honorable, 5 not in passionate
lust like the pagans, who do not know God; 6 and that in this matter
no one should wrong or take advantage of a brother or sister.
1 Thessalonians 4:3-6 (NIV)

4. That I ___________________________________________
But even if you should su er for what is right, you are blessed.
“Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 17 For it is better, if
it is God’s will, to su er for doing good than for doing evil.
1 Peter 3:14,17 (NIV)
14

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to
you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of
Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If
you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for
the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should
not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as
a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be
ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 19 So then, those
who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their
faithful Creator and continue to do good. 1 Peter 4:12-16,19 (NIV)

5. That I ___________________________________________
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV)
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• The sovereign will of God
What God is doing on the earth — God’s works
• The moral will of God
What God has already said in His Word — God’s ways
• The personal will of God
What God desires for my life — God’s will
The more I get to know the sovereign will of God and the
moral will of God, the better I will discern the personal will
of God.
What am I doing that I should not be doing?
What am I not doing that I should be doing?
This is God's Will for Me
1. That I have eternal life

fi

ff

ff

fi

Jesus: “For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but
to do the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him
who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me,
but raise them up at the last day. 40 For my Father’s will is that
everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have
eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.”
John 6:38-40 (NIV)

ff

fi

TOUGH CHOICES

2. That I am lled with God’s Spirit
Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise,
16 making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.
17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.
18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be
lled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another with psalms, hymns,
and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to
the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 5:15-20 (NIV)

3. That I live a pure, disciplined lifestyle
It is God’s will that you should be sancti ed: that you should avoid
sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should learn to control your
own body in a way that is holy and honorable, 5 not in passionate
lust like the pagans, who do not know God; 6 and that in this matter
no one should wrong or take advantage of a brother or sister.
1 Thessalonians 4:3-6 (NIV)

4. That I su er, at times, for what is right
But even if you should su er for what is right, you are blessed.
“Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 17 For it is better, if
it is God’s will, to su er for doing good than for doing evil.
1 Peter 3:14,17 (NIV)
14

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to
you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of
Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If
you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for
the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should
not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as
a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be
ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 19 So then, those
who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their
faithful Creator and continue to do good. 1 Peter 4:12-16,19 (NIV)

5. That I maintain an attitude of gratitude
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV)

