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ST. PAUL’S MONTHLY 
MESSENGER 
November 2021 (All Saints – Ad Te Levavi (Advent 1)) 

LITURGY NOTES: GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

Last month, we discussed the kyrie eleison, which is followed 

immediately by the Gloria in Excelsis, both musically and thematically. 
Here the request for mercy from the king is responded with a song of joy 

to God for sending his Son as our Redeemer and Savior. 

The response to the request for mercy from God is a hymn of joy extolling 
the peace which we have in Jesus Christ. The gloria in excelsis is partly 
based on the hymn of the angels from Luke 2, which we hear in the 

Christmas Eve gospel reading: “Glory be to God on high, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men!” Like the angels, we sing announcing the 
presence of God, not as a newborn baby, but coming to us personally as 

we hear his word read and preached.  

This hymn gives praise to the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Like the creed, it also confesses the work of Jesus in taking away the sin 

of the world and then ascending to glory at the right hand of the Father. 
It is clear Who we are worshipping from the description in the gloria in 

excelsis. 

The gloria in excelsis entered the divine service sometime around the 
300s AD, though it was used in prayer services before then. No one 
knows who wrote it, but it was accepted throughout the church and 

became one of the standard ordinaries (the parts of the liturgy which do 
not change week to week). It was never added to the penitential seasons, 
Advent and Lent, as these are more subdued times in the church year. 

Therefore, we omit the gloria in excelsis during those times and look 

forward to its joyous return at Christmas Eve and Easter Vigil. 

 Some common ceremonies with the gloria in excelsis include bowing the 

head at we worship thee and receive our prayer to match the body’s 
language with the request we are making. One may also make the sign of 
the cross at O Christ, as the triune name is mentioned, in remembrance 

of one’s baptism. 

Following the gloria in excelsis we bring our prayers to God in the 

salutation and collect of the day, our topic for next month. 
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- Trustee Notes (p.5) 
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FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP AT 

LUNCH WITH PASTOR 

Thanks to everyone who came out to 

George’s restaurant on Columbus Day for 

“Lunch with Pastor!” Lunch with Pastor 

is a monthly fellowship event every 

second Monday where all are invited to 

come enjoy food and fellowship, as well 

as speak to Pastor about whatever is on 

your mind in a casual setting. Our next 

lunch is scheduled at 11 am, 

November 8, at George’s. 

 

 

 

 

NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE WEEKLY MESSENGER 

Annual Congregation Meeting – Our annual congregational meeting will be Sunday, November 14, after 

divine service. We will vote on approval of the budget and the congregation officers for 2022. 

Lunch with Pastor –Lunch with Pastor will meet at George’s this month on Monday, November 8, at 11 am. 

Please let pastor know if you plan to come by November 7 as the restaurant needs to know the size of the party. 

Morning Prayer – This month there will be no morning prayer service at 8 am on November 11, 15, 17, or 25.  

MANNA – Order forms will be available on November 7. Orders are due with payment November 14. Cards will be 

available for pickup November 21. 

Serving the church – We have open positions on the council which do not have an incumbent this year. The 
church also needs members to serve on Board of Elders and Trustees. Please talk to Pastor Antonetti or Michael 

Polinski if you are interested in helping the church in this way, or if you have questions about the duties of the 
various positions. At our November congregational meeting, we will elect our new council members, elders, and 

trustees. 

Photo Directory – You still have an opportunity to schedule times to sit for photos for our church directory! 

Laura Wetherbee will be available in the narthex to help you schedule and answer any questions. Photos will be 
taken at the church November 9. This is a terrific opportunity to fill our church’s directory and to get a 

professional portrait here at the church. Please schedule your family soon! 

Submissions to the Monthly Messenger – Any church board, group, or member is welcome to submit news 
to the Monthly Messenger. Content appropriate to the weekly Messenger would also be appropriate here. 
Submissions must be in by the deadline for that month. The deadline to submit for the December Monthly 

Messenger is November 18. 
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VETERANS DAY, ST. MARTIN, AND THE CHURCH 

Veterans Day began as Armistice Day, commemorating the formal ending of World War I on the 11th hour of the 11th day of 

the 11th month of 1918. In 1954, Armistice Day was changed to Veterans Day in order to honor all military veterans, not 

just those from World War I.  

What does this have to do with the church? November 11 is also the day the church remembers St. Martin of Tours, a 

faithful soldier and bishop in the church who lived from 316-397 AD. He grew up in a heathen family, but at ten years old 

began attending church and enrolled as a catechumen. He became a soldier in the Roman army at fifteen years old. He is 

most well-known for an incident when he was stationed in Gaul, which is now southern France: On a cold winter’s day, 

coming upon a poor beggar who was dressed in rags, he took his sword and cut his cloak in half and offered it to the 

beggar to wrap up in. By this we remember his charitable Christlike attitude to the poor. 

Martin eventually was released from military service and was later made bishop of the city of Tours. He worked diligently 

to convert the people of Gaul by the gospel and to alleviate the suffering of the poor and captive. He fought boldly for the 

true confession of the Trinity against the Arians who confessed Jesus was not the Son of God, equal to the Father. He died 

on this day in 397, much loved and revered in the church. 

On this same day in 1483, Hans and Margaret Luther brought their one-day-old son to the church to be baptized, and 

named him after the loved saint who died on this day, Martin of Tours. 

As our Lutheran confessions state, we do not worship the saints or pray to them, but remember them so that we may 

follow their faith and good works as appropriate to our calling. While we honor those who have served as soldiers today, 

we can also remember Martin of Tours, who gave an example of a godly life in Christ to all soldiers, pastors, and 

Christians. For Christ has died for our sins and risen from the dead, and in baptism we have died and risen with Him to a 

new life. Like Luther on this day, we who have been baptized have been given a new life, wrapped in Christ’s righteousness 

like the beggar was wrapped in St. Martin’s cloak. Happy Veterans Day! Happy St. Martin’s Day! To God be the Glory! 

WOMEN’S CRAFT RETREAT 

Karin is planning a women’s craft retreat in 

Bezold Hall for Friday, December 3 and 
Saturday, December 4. Women attending 
will have their own table where they can 
work on their various projects, such as 
scrapbooking, knitting, quilting, or even 

things like addressing Christmas cards and 
wrapping presents. Sign-ups are still 
available, and Karin will be releasing the 
schedule soon. If you are interested, please 
sign up on the list in the narthex, or email 

Karin at karin.antonetti@gmail.com.  

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL SERVICES 

11/25 @ 9 AM – THANKSGIVING DIVINE SERVICE 

12/1 @ NOON AND 6:30 PM – ADVENT MIDWEEK 

12/8 @ NOON AND 6:30 PM – ADVENT MIDWEEK 

12/15 @ NOON AND 6:30 PM – ADVENT MIDWEEK 

12/24 @ 6:30 PM – CHRISTMAS EVE DIVINE SERVICE 

12/25 @ 9 AM – CHRISTMAS DAY DIVINE SERVICE 

12/31 @ 6:30 PM – NEW YEAR’S EVE DIVINE SERVICE  
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UPCOMING ADVENT SERIES: MICAH 

For our Advent midweek services this year, we will be hearing from the book of the prophet Micah. Micah is one of the 

minor prophets of the Old Testament (minor because their books are shorter, not less important).  We do not know much 

about Micah the man besides that he came from the town of Moresheth in southern Judah (Micah 1:1). He preached 

during the reigns of kings Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (750-686 BC) and during the fall of the northern kingdom of Israel 

(722 BC). The prophets Isaiah and Hosea preached and wrote during the same time. Probably the most well-known 

passage from the book of Micah is his prophecy that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) which is cited in 

Matthew 2:5-6. 

Join us as we together study the book of Micah in the season of Advent: 

Midweek Services: Advent midweek services (Wednesdays at Noon and 6:30 pm) will cover important sections in the 

book of Micah – Advent Midweek 1, Micah 3:5-4:4; Advent Midweek 2, Micah 5:2-5a; Advent Midweek 3, Micah 7:18-20. 

Adult Bible Class: In adult Bible class over the Advent season we will take a break from the book of Matthew and go 

through the book of Micah in detail. 

Home Devotions: Read the book of Micah at home at least once during the season of Advent. In fact, since it is short, only 

seven chapters, feel free to read it multiple times! You will not regret it. One option could be to read a different chapter 

each day of the week, so you will read it four times over the four weeks of Advent.  

 

  YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

The Junior Youth had a fun event on October 30 

with pumpkin carving, homemade chili, and 

smores. They also began working on their 

Christmas tree for the Festival of Trees. 

Their Christmas tree will go up November 27th at 

the Gladys Fox Museum at Lockport. Look in the 

weekly messenger for more information. 
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TRUSTEE NOTES 

The trustees will be leading a church clean-up day on 
Saturday, November 20, from 8-10 am. All are welcome to 

come help clean the church inside and out. 

From the October Board of Trustees meeting: 

Completed: 

- We have signed contracts with secondary sellers of gas and 

electricity to lock in our prices. This is advantageous as natural gas 

prices have been climbing significantly since our contract was 

signed. 

- The HVAC unit above the office no longer leaks water during 

heavy rain as the trustees built a cover and shield to keep out 

water. 

- The south-facing windows of Bezold Hall have been sealed and 

painted to protect against rot. It appears they are still in good 

shape. 

- The trustees were happy to help with the Rummage-Bake Sale and 

Car Show. 

In progress: 

- The new roof for the sanctuary was installed successfully and has 

eliminated the leaks, but since the installation there have been 

electrical shorts in a couple of the lights. The issue is in process of 

being examined. 

- A locksmith has been hired to copy new keys, but we are waiting 

to get permission from the manufacturer to do so. 

- Potholes in the parking lot have been temporarily filled. The 

parking lot will need to be sealed next year. 

- HVAC system will switch from A/C to heat at the beginning of November. 

- Oak trees on the north side of campus are due to be trimmed in the next month. There is no word yet from the 

county highway department on removal of the pine trees at the corner of Briggs and Division. 

- Plumbers have been called to examine the bathroom faucets which are not working properly to determine if they 

can be repaired or replaced. 

- With the roof repairs complete, the trustees will be replacing the water-stained ceiling tiles throughout the 

building. 

Future: 

- Improving landscaping in front of AC unit on the west side of the church now that the maple tree has been cleaned 

up. 

- Switch all indoor and outdoor lighting to LED. This will cut energy costs and most of the initial cost could be 

covered by ComEd. 

 

 

ST. PAUL’S CONTACT 

INFORMATION 

Address: 

1500 S. Briggs Street, Lockport, IL, 60441 

Office Phone: 

815-838-1832 

Pastor’s Cell: 

847-971-0848 

Office Email: 

spchoff@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Email: 

pastor.antonetti@gmail.com 

Website: 

www.stpaulslockport.org 

Facebook: 

St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church – Lockport 

Pastor Christopher Antonetti 

Erich Kittlaus, Congregation President 

Dennis Zimmer, Kantor 

Sena Scheel, Administrative Assistant 
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MISSION OFFERING FOR NOVEMBER IS FOR LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

THANK YOU FROM ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH IN BEECHER 

[in September we took an offering for St. Paul’s in Beecher who lost their church building to fire. Below is the text of 

their thank you which you can also see on the bulletin board by the church office.] 

“Brothers and Sisters in Christ at St. Paul’s Lockport, 

Our congregation suffered a tragic loss when our building was totally lost in the fire.  But God has surrounded us 

with His love and support through the prayers and support of our family in Christ! We are so blessed and thankful 

for your prayers and loving donation! I pray God will continue to bless your ministry in Lockport and He fills your 

congregation with His joy, peace, and life! Thank You! 

In Christ, Pastor Mike Stein and St. Paul’s Beecher” 


