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Liturgy Notes – Offertory, Offering, and Prayer of the Church 

These three parts of the liturgy, the offertory, offering, and prayer of the church, begin the service of the 

Sacrament, that is, of the Lord’s Supper, and encompass the sacrificial part of the service. It is important 

that we understand sacrifice here in the correct way.  

In the Old Testament, there were basically two kinds of sacrifices, those which were for forgiveness of 

sin, and those which were for giving thanks to God. All of the sacrifices which were for forgiveness of sin 

did not actually forgive sins – “For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away 

sins” (Hebrews 10:4). What they did was look forward to the final true sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. 

Even in the Old Testament, it was the promise of the coming Christ, Jesus, which saved, not sacrifices. 

The Lord states many times in the Old Testament that if the people will not trust in him, their sacrifices 

do nothing. As Psalm 51:16-17 says, “For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be 

pleased with a burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heard, O 

God, you will not despise.” 

Now in the New Testament we have no need for animal sacrifices because Jesus had made the once-for-

all sacrifice on the cross for our sins. We see in the cross of Jesus the place from which our forgiveness 

flows. Therefore, Luther and the reformers were very careful to remove any idea of sacrifice for for-

giveness from the liturgy. In the Roman church, the Sacrament of the Altar had taken on the idea of the 

priest sacrificing Jesus’ body and blood to forgive the sins of the people – man was offering a sacrifice to 

God for his forgiveness. This was completely rejected, as the sacrifice of Jesus has already completely for-

given sins. The Sacrament of the Altar is completely a gift from God to man, all we do is receive the sacri-

fice which Jesus had made. 

So then, how is this part of the service a sacrifice? It is the other kind of sacrifice, one of thanksgiving to 

God. It does not gain forgiveness of sins, for that would take away from the sacrifice of Jesus, but it is a 

way in which God has given for us to worship Him. This sacrifice of thanksgiving is not so much in re-

sponse to the Word of God just read and preached before, but in anticipation of the Lord’s body and 

blood which we are soon to receive by pure gift. 

The offertory and offering both come from the same ancient rite, as one may guess from their names. It 

appears that in ancient times the church would after the sermon bring out the bread and wine (often 

from the kitchen when the church met in houses) to offer to the Lord to be used in the Lord’s Supper. 

From this tradition, other traditions were added of bringing food and money for the use of the poor in 

the church and the community. These were offerings of thanksgiving from the people to God, giving 

thanks for the abundance that God has given them by giving back to the church to distribute to God’s 
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people in need. At the time of this offering, various Psalms were sung, often Psalm 51 “Create in me a clean 

heart” or Psalm 116 “What shall I render to the Lord.” From these Psalms we get the offertory from Psalm 51 

which we use today. 

While we do not bring forward bread and wine in the service, the elements are prepared on the table during 

this time to be used in the Lord’s Supper, and the offering is gathered. These are still our sacrifice of thanks-

giving to the Lord, as stewards of what He has given us as a loving Father. When the offering is gathered, it is 

raised toward the altar signifying that what we have gathered is dedicated to the Lord’s use. 

We further prepare to receive the Lord’s Supper by bringing our prayers to God, another sacrifice of thanks, 

calling on Him as he tells us in the second commandment and first petition of the Lord’s Prayer. These pray-

ers of the church are meant to cover the general needs of the world – church, home, and state. They are not 

a time of teaching or reflect the theme of the gospel, but simply exist as a sacrifice of prayer to God, acknowl-

edging that only He can provide the things we ask. 

Having brought these sacrifices of possessions and prayer to God, we next prepare to receive the gift He 

gives of Christ’s body and blood in the Sacrament of the Altar, which we will discuss next month. 
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Gottesdienst Magazine 

The new issue of Gottesdienst Magazine will be here soon, look for it on the credenza in the narthex. 



 

 Special Rules for Bibles or Books  

Containing Sacred Texts 

By Rev. Benjamin Ball—Gottesdienst.org 

Our school principal purchased this edition of the Vulgate as a gift to our graduating Latin 

scholars. What was of great interest to me was the piece of paper inside the book’s cover. It 

included “Special Rules for Bibles or Books Containing Sacred Texts”. I thought our 

Gottesdienst readers would find them as interesting as I did; so here they are. 

1. A Bible is not a ‘coaster’. Do not set drinks or food on a Bible. 

2. Store in a clean, dry, and if possible, a prominent place so it is visible and easily accessed. 

3. Avoid stacking books of lesser dignity on top of it. 

4. When no longer of use to its owner, it should be given away or sold to another. 

5. If it cannot be given away or sold, it should be thoroughly burned and the ashes buried in 

a suitable place. This will help prevent it from falling into the hands of those who might 

desecrate God’s Word. “Nolite dare sanctum canibus…Give not that which is holy to 

dogs…” (Matthew 7:6). 

6. Do not ‘dog-ear’ or fold the pages to mark them. Use a thin strip of paper instead. Avoid 

using an excessive number of thick book marks or prayer cards. This puts stress on the 

binding.  

7. Writing notes, underlining, or highlighting in a Bible is permissible if it is done discreetly 

and does not obscure the inspired text. Do not cross out words or cut and paste portions 

of the inspired text. If you do not like the translation of your Bible - get a different one! 

 



FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP AT LUNCH WITH 

Thanks to everyone who came out on May 9th. 

Lunch with Pastor is a monthly fellowship event 

every second Monday where all are invited to 

come enjoy food and fellowship, as well as 

speak to Pastor about whatever is on your mind 

in a casual setting. Our next lunch is scheduled 

at 11 a.m., June 13th at George’s Restaurant.   

Lunch with Pastor: Lunch with Pastor will meet at George’s this month on Monday, June 13th at 11 a.m. 

Please let Pastor know if you plan to come by June 12th as the restaurant needs to know the size of the par-

ty. 

Manna: Order forms are available June 5th, orders with payment are due on June 12th and orders can be 
picked up on June 19th. 

Church directory pictures are needed: Please bring or send in a photo for inclusion in the church directo-

ry if you were unable to have one taken at church. We would also love to scan historical pictures of the 

church/church organizations. Please see Laura Wetherbee for more information. 

 

MISSION OFFERING FOR JUNE IS ISSUES, ETC. 

 

Junior Confirmation: the rite of confirmation for our junior confirmands, Hunter Rahn and Rachel Saxon, 

will occur during the Pentecost service at 9:00 am on Sunday, June 5th. There will be a reception with cake 

after the service. Please join us to congratulate these young people as they begin their life of faith in the 

church as young adults! 

Babysitters needed of PALS: St. Paul’s is once again hosting the PALS retreat for new pastors and their 

wives on June 6th and 7th. We need b abysitting help for kids toddler to grade school age. Babysitting will 

be done at the church in the preschool and nursery rooms, and the parents will be on the church campus. We 

need help from 9 am-4 pm Monday, June 6th and 9 am-noon Tuesday, June 7th. Babysitters will be paid by 

the LCMS PALS program. Any questions please contact Pastor or Karin Antonetti. 

Thank You! 

Thank you to all those who helped with the church clean-up Saturday, May 21st. Big improvements were 

made all over the church. The fall church cleanup date will be announced later in the summer. 

Gottesdienst Magazine 

The new issue of Gottesdienst Magazine will be here soon, look for it on the credenze in the narthex. 

NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE WEEKLY MESSENGER 



Youth Event -  Joliet Slammers Baseball Game 

Who: All junior and senior youth (6th grade through graduating high school 
senior) and parents are invited   

When: Tuesday, June 14, game begins 6:35 pm  

What: Joliet Slammers minor league baseball game  

Where:  Dupage Medical Group Field, 1 Mayor Art Schultz Dr., Joliet, IL 60432  

Please contact Pastor Antonetti or Laura Wetherbee for more information. 



Richard Anderson  June 9 

Kyle Rada   June 9 

Penelope McSherry  June 10 

Jill Briese   June 14 

Gavin Popadowski  June 16 

Elizabeth Miller  June 19 

Rita Saxon   June 21 

Teresa Martin   June 22 

Zachary Chaney  June 25 

Barbara Ferrentino  June 26 

Melanie Antonetti  June 30 

Kenneth & Olivia Gerk  June 1, 1997 

Paul & Paula Thomas   June 15, 1984 

William & Teresa Martin  June 16, 1990 

Michael & Lisa Polinski  June 18, 1994 

Vernon & Jean Lemke  June 26, 1988 

Joan Summers   June 1 

Lucille Colegrove  June 2 

Michael Benson  June 4 

Brian Popadowski  June 7 

Courtney Richmond  June 8 

Richard Anderson  June 9 

John Barmann   June 10 

Ashley Kantelberg  June 11 

Milton Lillie   June 13 

Rachel Saxon   June 14 

Lois Velemir   June 15 

Dana Stasiak   June 17 

Skylar Rahn   June 26 

Deangelo Jimenez  June 27 

Kristina Wojciechowski June 27 

Gerald Hinkelman  June 29 

Finnick Mueller  June 30 

Happy Baptismal  

Birthday 

We will be printing out the  birthdays, anniversaries and 

baptismal birthdays every month in the newsletter.  If we 

have missed anyone or if any are in error, please let the 

church office know. Thanks. 





Food, Fun and Fellowship at Pastor’s Picnic—Sunday, May 29 

There will be an outdoor potluck hosted by the Board of Elders on Sunday, June 26, after 

the congregation meeting—rain location Bezold Hall. Hope to see you there! 
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