
DIGGING DEEPER GUIDE  

BIG IDEA:  GROW YOUR HEART IN CONTENTMENT AND COMPASSION    

FOCUS SCRIPTURES: 
 

 

“I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me…I am not saying this because I 

am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I 

know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether 

well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do everything through him who gives me strength.”      

Philippians 4:10-13 

     “But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn’t you agree to work for a denari-

us? Take your pay and go… are you envious because I am generous?”   Matthew 20:13-15       

 

 

SERIES: DEVELOPING THE LEADER WITHIN 11/28/2021 

Message:  The Most Wonderful Time of the Year?   

Text:   Nehemiah  4:10-13; Matthew 20:13-16    

Getting Started 

 What do you look back on as the happiest days of 

your life?  Why?    

 

Reflection/Discussion Questions 

1.  What is Paul’s secret to contentment?  (v.10-13)  

2. How does Paul’s view of contentment compare 

to the world’s view of contentment?   

3. How can Paul’s attitude toward giving and re-

ceiving enable you to be a better giver? Or a 

better receiver? 

4. Describe a time when something in your life felt 

unfair—either positively or negatively. How did 

you handle it?  

5. What outside force is most likely to upset your 

contentment? Since circumstances don’t al-

ways change, how can God grow your heart of 

contentment in the midst of it? 

6. What activities help to enlarge your heart of 

compassion at this time of year?   

7. What are the prayer requests on your mind 

and heart today? 

 

Prayer:  
 Lord Jesus, thank you for this time to study your 

Word. We pray that during this Christmas season, 

you would expand our hearts to better know you 

and better love you. May we be content with the 

things that you give us and be compassionate in 

sharing with others. In Jesus’ name, we pray. 

Amen.  

 

Going Deeper:   
 Read Matthew 20:1-16. What do you find most 

challenging about this parable from Jesus? 

Where do you see the generosity of God? Do you 

ever envy God’s blessing on others? Why or why 

not?    



ONE CHURCH. TWO LOCATIONS 

November 28, 2021 

For Sunday info and upcoming events, check the calendar 
tab on our website  www . m y r e d e e m e r . c h ur c h  

Redeemer Mobile App 

MESSAGE SERIES FOR ADVENT  

Today we begin our Advent series titled “The Heart that Grew Three 
Sizes.” We will take a look at Dr. Seuss’ beloved children’s story—”How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas”—in a new way, through the lens of faith! 
We will use this beloved Christmas classic to help us understand the 
redemption and salvation offered to us in Christ, and how the birth of 
Jesus brings peace, hope, love, and joy into our hearts and lives.  

CHRISTMAS EVE VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP 

We are looking for volunteers for Christmas Eve Services. If you are interested in Greeting, 
Ushering or being a Host/Hostess at the Information Center, please sign up at the Infor-
mation Counter in the church lobby or email sandy@dewittredeemer.org 
With your help, Christmas Eve Services at Redeemer will be a warm, welcoming, joyful expe-
rience for all who come. 

 WELCOME TO MEGAN & SAM ANDERSON!!  
We are excited to welcome Megan & Sam Anderson as our new Youth Directors (grades 6-12) at 
Redeemer Church. Megan &  Sam come to us with previous Youth Ministry experience and hearts 
anxious to share the love and life of Jesus with our middle school and high school students. They 
will officially begin on December 1. Below is a short note from them.  

Hey! We are Megan and Sam Anderson, and we are so excited to jump in 
and join the team here at Redeemer. Our whole relationship has revolved 
around being in ministry, we have volunteered and been on staff in two 
different youth ministries in the last 7 years. We were married in 2018, 
and in 2021 we welcomed our sweet daughter, Levi, into our family! Our 
passion is for the youth of this generation, we believe in family culture, 
and cannot wait to show each one of these students how much they are 
loved, gifted, and chosen.  

THANKSGIVING OFFERING  
Each year Redeemer takes a special offering at Thanksgiving—an offering that is above and be-
yond our normal gifts. This year the Leadership Team has dedicated these gifts to two areas; 1) to 
our newest Outreach Ministry, #bethechurch and 2) to Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP). 
There is still time to contribute to the Thanksgiving Offering. To make a gift, simply use the 
Thanksgiving Offering envelopes in you monthly mailing or mark any envelope with ‘Thanksgiving 
Offering’. A gift can also be made through the mobile app, online at myredeemer.church under 
‘Give’ or text 517-731-0518 with your dollar amount and the word ‘Thanksgiving’.  Thank you for 
your support.  

 

Christmas Eve Services  
 

DeWitt Campus 

Friday, December 24 
3:00pm, 5:00pm, 7:00pm 
(Nursery care provided at 3:00 & 
5:00pm) 

DEWITT CAMPUS  
WEEKLY EVENTS 

 

Sunday • November 28 

 Worship Services 

     8:15, 9:30, & 11:00am 

 Children’s Ministry Online 
ZOOM —9:00-9:20am  

 Christian Education Classes 
for 3-years old—Grade 12 at 
9:30am 

 NEXT Step Gathering—
10:15am 

 NO Adult Bible Study—today 

 Nursery at 9:30 & 11am 
 

Tuesday •  November 30  

 Food Pantry 

    10am-2pm & 5:30-7pm 

 MSM Youth Group—6-7:30 
 

Wednesday •  December 1 

 Senior Bible Study 

 Praise Team Practice 
   
Thursday • December 2 

 MOPS/MOMS Next—6:30pm 

 

Friday  & Saturday 

 Building Closed 
 

Sunday • December 5 

 Worship Services 

     8:15, 9:30, & 11:00am 

 Children’s Ministry Online 
ZOOM —9:00-9:20am 
(register for Christian Educa-
tion to receive the link) 

 Adult Bible Study—9:30am in 
the Conference Room 

 Christian Education Classes 
In-person for 3-years old to 
Grade 12 at 9:30am 

 Nursery at 9:30 & 11am 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Visit #bethechurch on our web-
site myredeemer.church for 
Outreach opportunities that 

you can participate in.  

St. Johns Campus 

Friday, December 24 
7:00pm  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Redeemer-United-Methodist-Church-of-DeWitt/137664165499?ref=hl
https://www.instagram.com/redeemer.church.mi/
https://www.youtube.com/c/RedeemerVideo/playlists
mailto:sandy@dewittredeemer.org
https://myredeemer.church/outreach
https://myredeemer.church/give
http://www.myredeemer.church
https://www.myredeemer.church/mobile-app/


THE GIVING TREE IS UP IN THE LOBBY AND READY FOR US TO SHARE  

SOME CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS! 

Redeemer has the opportunity to provide for families in Clinton County at Christmas each year. This year, 33 

families will receive a personal care basket, one gift as a household, one gift per adult, and three gifts per 

child. All families also receive a Christmas food basket with ham and ingredients for a delicious Christmas 

breakfast and dinner!  

IF YOU ARE UNFAMILIAR WITH THE GIVING TREE, HERE'S HOW IT WORKS: 

1) Clinton County families that need some extra help this year are nominated by human service 

organizations and Redeemer attendees in October. 

2) Gift suggestions are coded, put on labels, and hung as ornaments on the tree. Anyone can se-

lect a tag from the tree (for either gifts or personal care baskets) and shop for the items.  

3) Presents are wrapped by the donating person/family and returned to the church with the tag 

secured on the outside of the gift.  

4) Don’t have time to shop—we also accept monetary donations towards the purchase of Christ-

mas hams, breakfast items, and gifts. Simply marked envelope with "Giving Tree” or give online 

through our website or app.  

WAYS TO VOLUNTEER:  

Help move gifts & sort them by family—December 11 & 12. 

Help distribute the gifts and food.—December 12. 

See our #bethechurch sign up to participate!  

 

PLEASE RETURN ALL GIFTS BY THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9.  

Gifts will be sorted and distributed to families the following week. 


