
GLOSSARY OF TERMS
The following are some terms that may be mentioned throughout our study in our Discipleship
Pathway.

Cosmos
A word used to describe an orderly, harmonious universe. We are using this word for God’s
creation to remind us that God created more than Earth and He is in control…disorder and chaos
are not in charge even if we can feel as though they are.

Imago Dei
This is the Latin translation of the phrase ‘image of God’. Theologians use it to explain the idea
that humanity was created in the image of God (Gen 1:27). We were designed to be ‘image
bearers’ of God to the world.

Immanence
God’s immanence means He is continually, actively present with us. He did not create the world
and then simply walk away…He is active in the world today.

Justification
This is a one time act by which God declares a person righteous if they have chosen to trust in
Christ. We are justified because of what Jesus has done. When He died on the cross Jesus took
our sin as His own. His death means that God can give us His perfect righteousness as our own.
Justification is a declaration that we do not need to rely on our own ability to achieve sinless
perfection but on the fact that Jesus is sinlessly perfect and His sacrifice makes the difference for
us.

Redemption
In the Old Testament Jews could redeem land or people. 
Land that had been sold as payment for a debt could be redeemed (bought back) so that it
became the property of the original owner.
People who had sold themselves, or been sold, into slavery could be redeemed as in they were
set free because their debt had been repaid.
In the New Testament, as part of the Gospel, this word speaks of the idea that we were once
God’s image bearing children but we became slaves to sin through Adam’s choices. But now,
because Jesus’ death on the cross has paid the price for us, God has redeemed us…He has
bought us back and freed us from the slavery we were in.

Righteous
To be righteous means to be in a right standing before God…there is nothing of which a person
can be accused. We are only made righteous through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.

Sanctification
We are all works in progress and the lifelong process of making us like Jesus is called
sanctification. We are being sanctified as we surrender to the Holy Spirit and allow Him to change
us into the image of God that we were originally designed to be.



Justification and sanctification work hand in hand. Justification promises us that we do not have
to fear condemnation from God; sanctification reminds us that we are not yet all we can be but
God will continue to work in us until we are in His presence.

Transcendence
God’s transcendence means that He is eternally self-sufficient. He exists apart from the cosmos
He created. He is the Creator not a part of the creation.

EXTRA RESOURCES

The Gospel
‘The Drama of Scripture’ by Craig Bartholomew and Michael Goheen is a book that lays out the
story of the Bible clearly and would be worth reading if you want to explore the ideas in these
studies further.


