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 As you may or may not know, the elders of 

New Hope have asked me to take a short time of 

sabbatical this summer to rest 

and seek God’s direction for the 

next season of ministry at New 

Hope. For the entire month of 

July I will be stepping away from 

the church to spend some time 

with my family, visit other 

churches, and take a trip to Billy 

Graham’s Retreat Center for 

ministry leaders called The 

Cove.  

 The idea of a sabbatical 

was first broached by our  

Apostolic Council, Dr. Charles 

McGowan, in the Fall of 2019. I 

was very tired and worn out by 

the rhythm of ministry and the day to day work of 

pastoring the church. Dr. McGowan recognized this 

and suggested the elders look into a time of rest for 

me, and they graciously agreed to commission me 

to a month of rest and then another month of stra-

tegic prayer and planning for the future of the 

church. The plan was to  

announce this sabbatical to the 

New Hope congregation at the 

March 2020 Town Hall Meeting…

and then Covid happened. The 

entire world stopped. We all 

knew that a sabbatical would not 

be happening.  

 As we entered 2022 I can 

honestly say I was refreshed and 

looking at the future of the 

church with hopeful eyes. We 

have a united church leadership 

and staff that are all pulling in 

the same direction, and there 

are plans to invest in the relationship building and 

community of the congregation. Simply put, God 
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has blessed New Hope Community Church and there 

are a lot of things to be excited about, so it came as 

somewhat of a surprise when Dr. McGowan visited 

the elders at the beginning of the year and advised 

that it was time for the sabbatical. Did I really need 

one? I didn’t think so… 

 ...But I’m reminded of the times Jesus 

stepped away from the crowds so He could spend 

time alone with God. There were times when He 

brought a few disciples with Him, but most of the 

time He was alone. If Jesus thought it wise to get 

away and spend time alone with His Father, then it’s 

wise for me to follow His example.  
 

Better is one hand full of quietness than two hands 

full of toil and a striving after wind.  

—Ecclesiastes 4:6 

And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up 

on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening 

came, he was there alone.  

—Matthew 14:23 
 

 With that being said, for the entire month of 

July I will be stepping away from my responsibilities 

at the church. Ms. Lauren, our Children’s Director, 

will be sharing a message on Sunday July 3, and then 

Austin Duncan, our Associate Pastor, will lead a  

series for the four remaining Sundays. It would 

mean the world to me for the church to show up 

and support them. I would also ask that you  

continue to support the church through your tithes 

and offerings!  

 During my brief time away I will not have  

access to my current cell number, my social media 

accounts, or church email. The elders will only  

contact me if there is an emergency. I will miss  

everyone in July, but I believe this short sabbatical 

will be a long term blessing for both the church and 

myself.  
 

Blessings,  

Pastor Josh  
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I am excited to share this 

update from Live Beyond, 

a ministry New Hope 

Community Church  sends 

support to based in 

Thomazeau, Haiti. They 

are still moving forward and expanding 

their ministry even with many things going on 

in the world and especially Haiti itself.  

 On Sunday evening May 15, a writers 

concert with proceeds benefitting the two 

ministries in  Ukraine our church supports—

featuring award winning singer songwriter 

Gordon Kennedy with our own Pastor Josh 

Huisman opening with songs he has written—

was a huge success. Ellina Lesnik from UCSA 

was in attendance and was asked to speak and 

share an update from Ukraine. Unfortunately 

her husband Sergei, who was at church that 

Sunday morning was unable to  attend as he 

was scheduled to fly back to Ukraine that 

afternoon.   

  We have been receiving pictures and 

posts regularly from Andrey Sheplenko of 

CRU as he  continues to be in Ukraine  

assembling convoys of supply items going to 

areas of need and  bringing displaced people 

to safer areas. His wife Yulia and their  

children remain in Budapest. He recently 

shared a picture of himself at a service at the 

church his family attends in Kyiv.   

 The Missions Team is currently  

working on the budget for the 2022-2023  

financial year. It has been a completely up and 

down year, a year ago we were celebrating 

UCSA being open and  this year Ukraine is  

defending itself from unwanted aggression. 

Rampant inflation has been  especially hard 

on ministries our church sends support to 

but they continue move forward using what 

they have, their belief and faith in God to 

provide what is needed and their heart  and 

love of what they are doing keep them  

going. I want to thank everyone for what 

they have  given in service and monetary 

means this year.  

 The Nashville Rescue Mission  

continues to provide resources for people 

looking for a place to  sleep, meals, and a 

recovery program to help give those  

completing the requirements a  foothold on 

a new life. A group from New Hope  

continues to visit helping serve dinner on 

the first Monday evening of each month. 

Currently time requirements are 3:30pm - 

6:30pm.   

 

Prayer Needs:  

• Pastor John George’s father VJ in a hospi-

tal ICU in India, he is ninety-six years of 

age and  recently lost his wife of seventy-

two years. He is the founder of NHBC and 

a servant of God for  many years.  

• Ukraine, Their strength to fight for their 

country against evildoers comes from God 

and I believe  they will persevere and that 

is what we are praying. It is sad to see all 

the life lost on both sides  and the damage 

done to the country is sad.  

• Haiti, They are still without a functioning 

government and lawlessness prevails in 

many areas.  Many people are in need of 

the basic items of life like food and the 

Missions Team is working with IAM,  

      International Allied Missions, to research 

      the details of possibly hosting a food 

      packing  event at New Hope benefitting   
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the IAM Starfish Program for Children. Pray 

for details like how  to fund to become 

clear. It would be awesome to see families 

working together packing food  boxes.  

• The Missions Team as we work through final 

funding allotments for the upcoming  

      financial year  and end of year gifting.  

 

And I’ll close us out with an update direct from 

Live Beyond, see below!  

 

 We have had an eventful few months 

at LiveBeyond, and we are eager to inform you of 

all the updates! 

 David and Laurie spent the majority of 

March and April in Israel. Their time there was 

focused on:  

– Growing and strengthening relationships in the 

community  

– Meeting the families already being served in the 

Israel Johnny’s Kids program 

– Creating partnerships with local government 

officials 

– Establishing processes of finding new families to 

join the Johnny’s Kids program 

– Fellowshipping with the local Jewish and Arab 

Believers in Jesus 

  Also, during their time in Israel, they were 

able to find and rent a building for the future 

growth of the Johnny’s Kids Israel program. The 

building is large enough to hold two classrooms 

for approximately 20 students each, a therapy 

room, and an event space. The vision for this 

building is to: 

– Provide an inclusive educational experience  

– Utilize the space to provide physical, occupa-

tional, and speech therapy 

– Offer a day program for children experiencing 

congenital disabilities  

– Create a mothers empowerment program – This 

will be a time for mothers to gather, share,  

discuss, and relate with one another, enjoy fun 
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activities. 

 The growth of the Israel Johnny’s Kids  

program has been a blessing from the Lord. We 

are eager to see the Lord’s plans unfold as we 

continue moving forward with the growth of 

LiveBeyond programs in Israel.  

 We also have many updates to share 

with you from Haiti!  Because of the success of 

the Mother’s Day campaign, we have already 

been able to bring the new Haitian medical  

doctor on board with the maternal health team! 

We now can utilize the hospital delivery room as 

a 24-hour service to mothers. Thank you for your 

support to the moms and babies of Thomazeau!  

 The maternal health staff has begun  

virtual training with Steward Health doctors. 

They meet once a month for the online training 

and are able to request information in areas they 

feel they need more knowledge. Sometimes  

technology can bring us frustrations, but other 

times it provides amazing resources and  

opportunities such as this! We are so excited for 

the maternal health team to continue their 

learning through the Steward Health training.   

 Please continue to uplift Haiti in your 

prayers. Ongoing 

gang violence is 

still a heightened 

concern and  

endangering too 

many people. 

While LiveBeyond 

has excellent  

security, we have 

encountered undesired gang activity in our area, 

and we are working diligently to mitigate any 

further actions. Please keep praying for the 

peace of the Lord to permeate Haiti!  

 

Thank you for your support, prayers, and  

encouragement! We are grateful for you!  
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School is out and summer is here and that means Summer Fun 

Nights in New Hope Kids! But why not VBS? 

 

In 2011, I was given the opportunity by the children’s pastor at that 
time, to run the children’s Wednesday night program during the summer for 4 weeks. That summer a  
4-week program called Wacky Wednesdays was created, along with us hosting our annual Vacation Bible 
School. Some of my most cherished memories are from those years.  
 

However, years later when I was asked to step in as the Children’s Pastor, I knew God was calling me to do 
things a little different. Instead of just one week of VBS fun or a few weeks of Wacky Wednesdays, I wanted 
to give our regular attending kids something 
fun to invite their friends to all summer long. 
As a parent myself, I also knew if you could 
capture the heart of the child, more than 
likely their parents would follow. Six years 
later we are still going strong, and I know 
several families, who sent their child to a 
summer fun night with a friend, and now 
those families are here every time the doors 
open.  
 

WHY NHK SUMMER FUN NIGHT? 

• There is no school the next day, so  
inviting friends is easy! 

• Each night is loaded with summer fun! 

• The summer lineup helps you know what 
to expect! 

• Each night has a quick and simple Bible 
truth so even a child unfamiliar to church 
can learn! 

 

OUTREACH: THE SUMMER CHALLENGE   
New Hope Parents 

Look at the lineup with your child and choose 
one summer fun night to bring a friend, 
neighbor, or relative to. Maybe even offer to 
bring them and take them home.  
 

Don’t have kids or your kids are grown?  
Do you know a co-worker, neighbor, or friend with a child or children ages Preschool-5th grade? Grab a lineup 
and give it to them. Maybe even offer to take the kids to church for the fun night and give the parents a 
break. Now you are really outreaching! 

 

NEW THIS YEAR! 

This year we have also added a few parent nights (marked with an asterisk) where parents are welcome to 
stay and play with us.  
 

For more details or questions email Lauren Cochran lauren@newhopechurchtn.org and be sure to join the 
New Hope Kids Facebook page to stay informed with all our New Hope Kids events! 

mailto:lauren@newhopechurchtn.org
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A Book You  

Should Read  
 The back of 

this little book  
compels you to 
read it in just a few 
lines: “Are you a  
follower of Jesus, or 
just a fan? What 
does it really mean 

to call yourself a Christian? ...  
Following Jesus may seem radical...it 
is more about repentance than  
forgiveness, more about surrender 
than salvation, and more about death 
than life. It’s not a comfortable and 

reassuring path. And it’s certainly not about 
sitting on the sidelines. Here is an invitation for 
you to take up your cross and follow Jesus on 
the path that leads to true joy and life.”   
 I would invite you to read more books 
that make you uncomfortable, challenge your 
outlook and disrupt your way of thinking. This 
book will certainly do that, in the best way  
possible.  I have a copy on my desk in the 
church office if anyone wants to borrow it! 
 

—Karyn Perry 

Perfectly Imperfect is a women’s ministry of New Hope Community 
Church designed to help ladies connect through good food, fellowship, and  

learning more about God’s word. This ministry meets quarterly at the 
church. We hope you will join us for our summer event! 

June 18th from 6-8pm 
 

Ladies this is a wonderful opportunity for us to invite a friend! 
Food will be provided. Please sign up on the church website: 

newhopechurchtn.org or on the church app.   
 

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you,  
for my power is made perfect in weakness.  

2 Corinthians 12:9  


