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God’s Time, Not Your Time 
 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the 

mighty hand of God so that at the proper 

time he may exalt you, casting all your  

anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 

1 Peter 5:6-7 

 

 I recently 

heard Dr. Tony 

Evans say that  

Jesus tells us in 

Scripture not to 

worry or have fear 

on multiple  

occasions. In fact, 

Jesus speaks 

against worrying 

and fear so often 

that one might wonder if it is sinful to live in 

those emotions. None of us are exempt from 

getting caught up in the pressures of life, but 

the next time you start going down the rabbit 

hole of anxiousness just remember that God is 

faithful to His promises. Just think back to all 

the times God has carried you through; do you  

remember? 

 God has perfect timing and we don’t. 

Think of all the times in Scripture when people 

had to wait upon the mighty hand of God. 

Abram was given 

a promise that his 

wife would have a 

child and that the 

child would grow 

into a mighty  

people. The time 

of God’s promise 

and the actual 

birth of Isaac was 

around 10 years; 

plenty of time for 

worry, anxiety, and doubt to creep in. On  

another occasion the Jews were in Egyptian 

captivity for hundreds of years and began to 

wonder if God had abandoned His people.  
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God sent Moses to deliver them, but their 

Exodus would lead into a wilderness of  

wandering for an additional 40 years! When 

Jesus called the disciples he said he would 

make them fishers of men. But they had no 

idea that this promise involved three years 

of training!   

 In each of these stories we see how 

God delivers a promise of something to 

come, and in place of worry, anxiety, and 

doubt he asks for patience, trust, and faith. 

As we enter into this New Year rest easy in 

knowing that God’s promises will be kept, 

but their fulfillment is based on God’s perfect 

timing, not your timing. What does the New 

Year have in store for you? Who knows. 

God may be preparing you for a move up in 

your career, a blessing to come in your  

family, or a victory over a personal struggle 

you have faced. Get excited about the fact 

that God sees you and has a plan for you. 

He works for the good of those who love 

Him and are called according to His  

purpose. You may not know the timing of it 

all, but you can praise God that the time is  

coming! So in place of worry, be patient. No 

need to be anxious, trust in God. And when 

doubt creeps in, have faith. Just follow His 

word, “Humble yourself, and he will lift you 

up at the proper time.” This approach to life 

will lead to a much happier New Year! 

 

—Pastor Josh 
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 Guess what? IT’S NOT TOO 

LATE for you to get connected to a New 

Hope Winter Connect Group! Right now – 

people have already gotten plugged into a 

Connect Group here at New Hope. They are 

already meeting new people, growing in their 

faith and discovering God's plan for their  

relationships, and their future. We want you 

to have the same opportunity. You can sign 

up easily today by visiting our church website, 

where you can fine detailed information about 

each group we have available.  

 You might still have some  

hesitations…work gets hectic; you’re not sure 

if the group will be right for you, and you’re 

just afraid that you don’t know what a  

Connect Group really is. Well…I want to  

encourage you to be bold and step out in 

faith! It’s just a short-term commitment (1 1/2 

hours per week), with a long-lasting, and  

potentially eternal impact. It’s a place where 

you can meet some great people! So, check 

out our available groups and find one that fits 

your schedule.  

 Groups start meeting Sunday, January 

2 and only last until the week of March 29th. 

And…if you join a group, and it’s not the right 

fit, you can switch to a different group. If you 

have any questions - or if you are having a 

problem finding a group that works for you - 

reach out to me and I’d be glad to help you 

find a group that would work well with your 

schedule. 

 

Growing together, 

—Pastor Austin 
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and beyond.  And all for the purpose of 

sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

through sports, education and church 

ministries. Over the past 6 years, I have 

witnessed first hand the reconciliation of 

so many broken families and  

relationships, and faces of despair  

exchanged for smiles of hope and  

promise. 

 

 There is far too much to share 

here, but please enjoy some of the  

photos below.  UCSA is currently offering 

kindergarten & 1
st
 grade education, but 

the goal is to complete K-High School. 

 If you would like to send the gift to 

UCSA school to support construction & 

other needs, please visit  

OnMissionTogether.org and clock 

“donate”. From there you’ll scroll down 

until you see Sergiy and Ellina Lesnik - 

Ukrainian Sport Academy #1001  

 

—Tom Thompson 

 I remember 

during a trip to 

Ukraine in 2016,  

Sergey & Ellina Lesnik 

shared a vision they 

received through the 

Holy Spirit, to build a 

Christian sports academy.  So I asked if 

there was any land for the project,  

designs, money or other resources.  The 

answer to all of those questions was ‘No’. 

 But we know that nothing is  

impossible for God, and if the Holy Spirit 

said to do it, then He would provide.  And 

New Hope Church and many of its  

members have helped to support this  

important mission. 

 Fast-forward 6 years and it’s hard 

to believe that UCSA just celebrated its 4
th
 

birthday since opening, and now serves 

hundreds of children and parents  

throughout the local community near Kiev 
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#yourstorymatters2021 

 As 2021 comes to a close, we  

wanted to share with you a story of  

transformation inside public schools through 

First Priority Nashville. What we’ll share is 

inspiring to both students and those of you 

who have been supporting them through 

prayer and financial partnership.  

 In mid-march of 2021, a miracle  

happened inside Greater Nashville public 

schools. Students who had been isolated 

from one another for almost a year, began to 

find ways to gather again. FP clubs started 

back slowly and with a new set of safety 

guidelines to be followed. However, what had 

not changed was the hope that came forth as 

students encouraged one another through 

the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Though hard to see under the masks, as  

students shared their story with one another, joy 

filled classrooms across our community. In a time 

where isolation, anxiety and confusion had 

reigned in the lives of students, God’s story of 

redemption and transformation began to shine 

bright in hallways of schools across our city.  

 We have heard from administrators,  

teachers, parents and students; having a FP Club 

inside a school again was a huge win this past 

spring. The miracle of Jesus good news being 

shared from student to student was and is   

happening again! That is First Priority! 
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 In December the middle schoolers 

went to Martin’s BBQ and Pixel Planet Arcade 

on a Friday night and we had a great time! 

Parents joined us for a breakfast in the youth 

building on December 5th and we topped off 

the month with the Christmas party full of 

games, sugar,  and fun last week. Thank you 

to all of the parents for the wonderful food! 

We’ll be meeting again on Sundays at 8:45am 

and Wednesdays at 6:00pm in January. We 

hope to see you there! May the Lord bless 

you in the New Year!   

—Sarah Huisman 
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 I am looking forward to 

an exciting year in New Hope 

Kids. We kick things off on  

Sunday January 2
nd

 as our 8:30 

Kids Breakfast and KID CONNECT will be back 

in full swing.  

 Parents, I want to encourage you to make 

every effort to bring your kids to KID CONNECT 

where each child can learn about God’s word in 

a smaller classroom setting with friends their 

age. I assure you, these friendships centered 

around faith in Jesus Christ are the ones that will 

last forever. As Proverbs 27:17 says “iron  

sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.” 

Let’s commit 2022 to growing together in Christ 

and sharpening each other as we do. Our  

fabulous KID CONNECT teachers are excited 

and ready to welcome each child! 

 

• Preschool teacher: Lindalu Lovier   

• K-1
st
 Grade teacher: Jennifer Alba  

• 2
nd

-3
rd

 Grade teachers: Mike and Kristina 

Maynard  

• 4
th
-5

th
 Grade teacher: Marci Peters 

 

 After KID  

CONNECT be sure to stick 

around for our 10:00 a.m. 

New Hope Kids Church 

with Ms. Lauren where we 

journey through the Bible and learn how every 

story points to the one story of Jesus Christ.  

 Beginning January 5th each Wednesday 

Night we will jump back in time with Chris, Joy 

and Gizmo into the exciting world of  

SUPERBOOK. This popular kid’s series takes 

kids on a super Bible adventure through videos, 

games, songs, small group discussions, and  

activities all while helping shape your child’s  

biblical worldview through relevant topics.   

—Lauren Cochran 
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Kingdom Heroes is a new book on faith by Pastor and 

Author, Dr. Tony Evans. "In seasons when the world is 

crashing down, you're faced with a choice: Do you 

put your confidence in yourself? Or do you let God 

take the reins of your life? 

Deep-rooted faith in Christ's 

presence and providence 

can be one of life's greatest 

challenges - yet the fruits of 

faith will carry you through 

every tomorrow. Kingdom  

Heroes takes a closer look at 

Hebrews 11, a chapter of the 

New Testament that lists many 

Old Testament heroes and 

how we can learn from their 

faith adventures. This book will encourage you to put 

your faith into action and experience God's limitless 

power in your life."   

A Book You  
Should Read  


