
 

Dear Virtual Conference attendee,  
 
Delivering you the Word and Gifts of Jesus is what Higher Things has always been all about. 
“Preaching and His Word” (Small Catechism, Third Commandment), His Absolution, His 
Body and Blood, “Psalms and Hymns and Spirit-filled songs” (Ephesians 5:19)—these things 
make worship worship because through these things the Holy Spirit delivers Jesus and His 
forgiveness to you and delivers you into the arms of your Savior. This isn’t just worship at 
Higher Things; this is the worship you get at your church Sunday after Sunday. 
 
Worship is tangible, real. Real words that are delivered into your real ears. They are words 
that give you real life, just as real water tied to the Word delivered the real Holy Spirit to 
you in Baptism, just as real bread and wine deliver the real Body and Blood of Jesus into 
your mouth for your real forgiveness, life, and salvation. Higher Things is about this real 
worship, which is nothing more, nothing less than the real worship you get at your 
congregation. 
 
Sure, Jesus delivering His Gifts to us is the high point of a Higher Things conference, but 
the true higher thing is making sure those gifts are delivered right to you. More than that, 
we’ve always said the best people to teach the youth are their pastors. Higher Things exists 
to assist in delivering this teaching. So also worship. The best person to lead your worship, 
to preach to you, is the pastor Jesus hand-picked  just for you. Higher Things exists to assist 
in delivering more preaching of Jesus. 
 
The worship for the Higher Things Virtual Conference makes good on this relationship: to 
have the local parish pastor delivering the Gifts of Jesus to the youth, young adults, and 
youth leaders entrusted to his care. Due to current circumstances this may not be possible. 
Some parishes may be vacant, and, due to COVID-related restrictions, in-person gatherings 
may be very limited in some areas. Our Virtual Conference worship uses the gift of modern 
technology to assist in the delivery of worship: Scripture, liturgy, hymns, and even 
preaching! Now, while some elements of worship can be virtual, that doesn’t mean it’s 
intangible or not real. The delivery method may be a bit different this year, but still a real 
Jesus delivers His real Word of real forgiveness to real places to real people just like you.  
 

Youth 

Since we live in a world of filters, deep fakes, and auto tune, you might lose sight of what’s 
real and true. I know I do! The world uses it all to humor your every want and emotion. It’s 
so tempting! Jesus’ worship isn’t any of those things. He always delivers to fill your greatest 
need: Him and His forgiveness. Our Virtual Conference worship is a bit different than 
normal. But—thanks be to God!—it’s still the same Word through which the Spirit is 
delivering Jesus to you. Jesus Himself is also in the places where two or three are gathered 
in His Name, and wherever Jesus is there’s heaven: the angels, the archangels, the whole 
company of heaven. (That’s “the communion of saints.”) And so, an in-person conference is 
just a shadow of what’s really true no matter where, when, or how you gather. The 
resurrected Jesus makes sure of that. 
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Youth Leaders 
 
You’re on the receiving end of Jesus’ Word and Gifts, too. That’s your vocation, your 
baptismal calling. You’ve rejoiced in Higher Things Conference worship, too. It’s a good gift! 
With all the COVID-19 shutdowns affecting schools, you may have been called on to help 
teach your kids. Now, with Higher Things hosting the Virtual Conference, you may be called 
on to help do that in some capacity for your youth group with worship. “But you are a 
chosen race and a royal priesthood” (1 Peter 2:9). That’s you, by virtue of your Baptism. 
We’ve got the Orders of Service ,the readings, and hymns for you. But we’ve got preaching 
for you, too! We have video sermons from three HT pastors to deliver the Gospel from the 
readings you may be called on to read. In this way, you’re equipped not only to serve your 
youth with the Gospel, but also to fulfill your baptismal calling to be on the receiving end of 
preaching. 
 

Pastors 
 
Higher Things is thankful for your support and we’re thankful that you allow us to assist in 
delivering the Gospel and the Gifts to the youth entrusted to your care. You’re Jesus’ 
hand-picked man for them! We know you love Higher Things worship, too, which is just 
what you do normally week in and week out. We may not be meeting in person for worship, 
but even so we’re still assisting you in delivering the Gospel to your youth. You’re given 
another opportunity to lead worship and deliver the true Higher Thing: Jesus’ Word and 
forgiveness. So we’ve got the Propers all prepped for you, of course. But that’s not all! There 
are sermon videos from three HT preachers, but following the tradition of Luther’s Church 
Postils and Large Catechism, we’ve supplied the sermon texts (and outlines) for you as well. 
That way you can preach the Word to them, without over-burdening your time. You could, 
of course, give them  three of your sermons, too! That would be a great gift! There’s no end 
to “God’s varied grace” (1 Peter 4:10)!  
 
Finally, I know it’s hard to lose the worship from an in-person Higher Things Conference. 
We’re sad, too— not just because a lot of time and effort goes into it, but because it’s 
another way of receiving Jesus together. But we still receive Him together. We are one Body 
in Him. Through His Word, His preaching, His forgiveness, and, yes, His Body and Blood, we 
are one, no matter the distance. “I believe...in the communion of saints.” It’s true and real 
because whenever your real ears are hearing real words of real forgiveness from the 
crucified and raised Jesus—that’s worship for you. 
 
In Christ, 

 
Rev. Aaron Fenker 
Dean of Theology 
Higher Things, Inc. 
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