
ƃơƤƘƝ֕�ƥƤƗƉơӶƢ֕ƞơƝƘƝƖ֕ƃƝƈ֕�ƦƉƝƘƝƖ֕�ơƃƩƉơƢ֕ƤƃƚƉƝ֕ƊơƞƜ
ƤƗƉ֕Small Catechism of Dr. Martin Luther.

�ƝƛƉƢƢ֕ƞƤƗƉơƧƘƢƉ֕ƝƞƤƉƈԄ֕�ƘƄƛƘƅƃƛ֕ƠƥƞƤƃƤƘƞƝƢ֕ƃơƉ֕ƊơƞƜ֕ƤƗƉ֕���ԅ

�ƘƖƗƉơ֕�ƗƘƝƖƢ֕Re�ections֕ƃơƉ֕ƊơƉƉԄ֕ƛƘƚƉ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞƢƟƉƛӽ֕�ƗƉƩ֕ƜƃƩ֕ƄƉ֕ơƉƟơƞƈƥƅƉƈ֕
Ɗƞơ֕ƅƞƝƖơƉƖƃƤƘƞƝƃƛԄ֕ƟƉơƢƞƝƃƛԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƞƤƗƉơ֕ƝƞƝӕƅƞƜƜƉơƅƘƃƛ֕ƥƢƉԅ֕�ƛƉƃƢƉ֕ƥƢƉ֕ƤƗƉ֕
ƊƞƛƛƞƧƘƝƖ֕ƃƤƤơƘƄƥƤƘƞƝԇ֕ӯ�ƃƘƛƩ֕Re�ections֕ƃơƉ֕ƟơƞƦƘƈƉƈ֕ƄƩ֕�ƘƖƗƉơ֕�ƗƘƝƖƢԅ֕

ƧƧƧԅƗƘƖƗƉơƤƗƘƝƖƢԅƞơƖԅ֕�ƢƉƈ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕ƟƉơƜƘƢƢƘƞƝԅӷ

�ƘƖƗƉơ֕�ƗƘƝƖƢ֕ƉƨƘƢƤƢ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƖơƞƧƢ֕ƞƝ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƄƃƢƘƢ֕ƞƊ֕ƈƞƝƃƤƘƞƝƢ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƊơƉƉӕƧƘƛƛ֕
o erings from congregations and individuals. All donations are tax-

ƈƉƈƥƅƤƘƄƛƉԅ֕	Ɗ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƧƘƢƗ֕Ƥƞ֕ƅƞƝƤơƘƄƥƤƉ֕Ƥƞ֕ƤƗƉ֕Ƨƞơƚ֕ƞƊ֕�ƘƖƗƉơ֕�ƗƘƝƖƢԄ֕ƟƛƉƃƢƉ֕
ƢƉƝƈ֕Ʃƞƥơ֕ƈƞƝƃƤƘƞƝ֕Ƥƞԇ

�ƘƖƗƉơ֕�ƗƘƝƖƢԄ֕	Ɲƅԅ

�ԅ�ԅ֕�ƞƨ֕ѻѿѿ

�ƞƛƤԄ֕�֕ҀѾѺѾ҂

Ӟ�ƞƝƃƤƘƞƝƢ֕ƃơƉ֕ƃƛƢƞ֕ƃƅƅƉƟƤƉƈ֕ƃƤ֕ƧƧƧԅƗƘƖƗƉơƤƗƘƝƖƢԅƞơƖ֕ƦƘƃ֕ƅơƉƈƘƤ֕ƅƃơƈ֕
ƞơ֕�ƃƩ�ƃƛԅӦ

�ƘƢƘƤ֕ƞƥơ֕ƧƉƄƢƘƤƉ֕ƃƤ֕ƧƧƧԅƗƘƖƗƉơƤƗƘƝƖƢԅƞơƖ֕Ƥƞ֕ơƉƃƈԄ֕ƛƘƢƤƉƝ֕ƤƞԄ֕ƢƥƄƢƅơƘƄƉ֕ƤƞԄ֕
ƞơ֕ƦƘƉƧ֕ƤƗƉ֕���֕ƦƘƈƉƞ֕ƞƊ֕Re�ections֕ƉƃƅƗ֕ƈƃƩԅ
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A Short Form for Daily Re�ection
ADAPTED FROM LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

ƃƚƉ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƢƘƖƝ֕ƞƊ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞƛƩ֕�ơƞƢƢ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƢƃƩԇ

In the name of the Father,�� Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

�Ɖƃƈ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƢƃƛƜ֕Ɗƞơ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƃƩ֕Ӟ�֕ƤƃƄƛƉ֕ƞƊ֕ƈƃƘƛƩ֕ƟƢƃƛƜƢ֕ƅƃƝ֕ƄƉ֕ƊƞƥƝƈ֕ƘƝ 
Lutheran Service BookԄ֕ƟƃƖƉ֕ѽѺѾӦԅ

�Ɖƃƈ֕ӯ�ƞƈƃƩӶƢ֕�ƉƃƈƘƝƖӷ֕ƘƊ֕ƤƗƉơƉ֕ƘƢ֕ƞƝƉ֕ƛƘƢƤƉƈԅ

�Ɖƃƈ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƃƘƛƩ֕�ƉƅƤƘƞƝƃơƩ֕ƢƉƛƉƅƤƘƞƝƢԅ

Read the Re�ection for the Day.

�ƃƩ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƟƞƢƤƛƉƢӶ֕�ơƉƉƈԅ

�ơƃƩ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞơƈӶƢ֕�ơƃƩƉơԅ

�ơƃƩ֕ƞƝƉ֕ƞƊ֕ƤƗƉƢƉ֕ƛƘƤƤƛƉ֕ƟơƃƩƉơƢԇ֕

        (In the Morning)

I thank Thee, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Thy 
dear Son, that Thou hast kept me this night from all harm 
and danger; and I pray Thee to keep me this day also from sin 
and all evil, that all my doings and life may please Thee. For 
into Thy hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 
things. Let Thy holy angel be with me, that the Wicked Foe 
may have no power over me. Amen.

	Ɲ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƜƞơƝƘƝƖ֕Ɩƞ֕Ƥƞ֕Ʃƞƥơ֕Ƨƞơƚ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕ƙƞƩԄ֕ƢƘƝƖƘƝƖ֕ƃ֕ƗƩƜƝԄ֕ƃƢ֕ƤƗƉ֕
�ƉƝ֕�ƞƜƜƃƝƈƜƉƝƤƢԄ֕ƞơ֕ƧƗƃƤ֕Ʃƞƥơ֕ƈƉƦƞƤƘƞƝ֕ƜƃƩ֕ƢƥƖƖƉƢƤԅ

        (In the Evening)

I thank Thee, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 
Thy dear Son, that Thou hast graciously kept me this day, 
and I pray Thee to forgive me all my sins, where I have done 
wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Thy hands 
I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Thy 
holy angel be with me, that the Wicked Foe may have no 
power over me. Amen.

	Ɗ֕ƘƤ֕ƘƢ֕ƉƦƉƝƘƝƖԄ֕ƤƗƉƝ֕Ɩƞ֕Ƥƞ֕ƢƛƉƉƟ֕ƟơƞƜƟƤƛƩ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƅƗƉƉơƊƥƛƛƩԅ
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The Tenth Sunday after Trinity
AUGUST 8, 2021

Today’s Reading: Luke 19:41-48
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 24:1-22; 1 Corinthians 1:26-2:16

ӯ�Ɲƈ֕ƧƗƉƝ֕ƗƉ֕ƈơƉƧ֕ƝƉƃơ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƢƃƧ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƅƘƤƩԄ֕ƗƉ֕ƧƉƟƤ֕ƞƦƉơ֕ƘƤԖӷ֕ ֕Ӟ�ƥƚƉ֕ѻ ԇ҃Ѿ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. Jesus is illed with love for Jerusalem. That is 
why He weeps. Jesus knows that in a generation, the city and its temple will 
be destroyed. Jesus prophesies, and every painful detail comes to pass.

It came to a head in 70 AD. Romans were harsh occupiers and the Jews were 
rebellious; but when taxes were refused and Romans were killed, it was one 
rebellion too many. The Roman General Titus led several legions of troops 
against Jerusalem around the time of Passover. Consequently, Jews from all 
over Israel were in Jerusalem for the feast and would get caught in the siege. 
At irst, the Jews fought valiantly, holding the city for months. It seemed the 
Lord would deliver Jerusalem from this vastly superior force. But resistance 
only infuriated the Romans. Eventually, they broke through the city walls 
and their bloodlust was unstoppable. The soldiers ruthlessly slaughtered and 
looted. Even Titus couldn’t control the chaos. When it was over, the temple 
was burned to the ground, the golden items in it were pillaged, hundreds of 
thousands lay dead, and the city for which Jesus wept lay in utter ruins.

Jesus wept. He knew the same people who had rejected God’s prophets, 
would soon be refusing the Son shouting, “Crucify Him!” Jesus knew their 
refusals would not be tolerated. Eventually, God curbs evil and punishes 
the wicked. Even so, knowing all this would play out, Jesus wept, but He 
did not turn back. He continued to His Cross to die for all, even the evil and 
ungrateful people for whom He would pray, “Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do” (Luke 23:34).

God does not delight in the death of anyone. That is why He sent prophets 
to warn, to give people a chance to repent. God still sends messengers to 
warn His people, to preach and teach, and to draw us to Himself. God warns 
against the evil that comes about whenever we get caught up in sin. He 
wants to spare us from the awful fallout. He doesn’t want us to su er. Some 
heed His warnings, many do not.

Jesus wept but still headed to His Cross. He knows we are sinners. But His 
love and compassion outweigh His anger and frustration. Even when we 
have to su er the consequences for some sin we have committed, God does 
not forsake us. He is still on our side, illed with love for us and wanting us to 
be blessed. In the Name � of Jesus. Amen.


ƉƢƥƢԄ֕�Ɨƞƥ֕ƃơƤ֕ƃƛƛ֕ƅƞƜƟƃƢƢƘƞƝԄ֕�ƥơƉԄ֕ƥƝƄƞƥƝƈƉƈ֕ƛƞƦƉ֕�Ɨƞƥ֕ƃơƤԈ֕�ƘƢƘƤ֕ƥƢ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕
�ƗƩ֕ƢƃƛƦƃƤƘƞƝԄ֕�ƝƤƉơ֕ƉƦӶơƩ֕ƤơƉƜƄƛƘƝƖ֕ƗƉƃơƤԅ
֕ ֕Ӟ֕ӯ�ƞƦƉ֕�ƘƦƘƝƉԄ֕�ƛƛ֕�ƞƦƉƢ֕�ƨƅƉƛƛƘƝƖӷ֕���֕ҁѺѺԄ֕ƢƤԅѻƄӦ
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Saturday of the 15th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 18, 2021

Today’s Reading: Introit for the 16th Sunday after Trinity 
 (Psalm 86:1, 7, 12-13; antiphon: vs.3, 5)
Daily Lectionary: Nehemiah 1:1-2:10; 1 Timothy 1:1-20

	֕ƖƘƦƉ֕ƤƗƃƝƚƢ֕Ƥƞ֕ƩƞƥԄ֕�֕�ƞơƈ֕ƜƩ֕�ƞƈԄ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕ƜƩ֕ƧƗƞƛƉ֕ƗƉƃơƤԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕	֕ƧƘƛƛ֕ƖƛƞơƘƊƩ֕
Ʃƞƥơ֕ƝƃƜƉ֕ƊƞơƉƦƉơԅ֕֕ Ӟ�ƢƃƛƜ֕҂ҀԇѻѼӦ֕

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. When you imagine that the words of the 
psalms come out of Christ’s mouth, you might hear the words in a di erent 
way. For instance, Psalm 86:1 becomes a reminder that our God in the �esh 
identi ies with all who are poor and needy in this world, even as in Luke 7 
He will sympathize with the grieving widow at Nain and His compassion 
will restore her son to life. (But more about that tomorrow.)  The King of the 
universe and Son of David could have chosen to be born in a palace. Instead 
He was born to a poor newlywed couple in a lowly manger. As an adult, He 
would say, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of 
Man has nowhere to lay his head,” (Luke 9:58).

Why did He su er through being poor and needy? For you. “For you know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich” (2 
Corinthians 8:9). Yet He knew His su ering would be only temporary. Even 
though insolent men rose up against Jesus to end His life, as David wrote 
prophetically of Christ in Psalm 86:14, the Son was con ident that He will 
glorify God the Father’s name forever. And because the dead cannot praise 
the Lord (so it would be impossible for Him to do that forever if death ended 
Him), the Son of God went into Good Friday trusting that God would deliver 
His “soul from the depths of Sheol” (Psalm 86:13), raising Him from the dead 
on the Third Day.

God has baptismally put you into Christ, and so He puts these same words 
into your mouth. He who gave David the con idence to know that he would 
glorify God forever in the resurrection even after David died now puts 
that con idence into you. On that great Day, you will no longer su er the 
weakness of divided loyalties as you do now when your sin messes up your 
faith. The Lord will raise you, body and soul, to be perfect and whole. And 
then you shall mean it when you say, “I give thanks to you, O Lord, my God, 
with my whole heart.” In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. 

�Ɨƞƥ֕ƗƃƢƤ֕ƈƘƉƈ֕Ɗƞơ֕ƜƩ֕ƤơƃƝƢƖơƉƢƢƘƞƝԄ֕�ƛƛ֕ƜƩ֕ƢƘƝƢ֕ƞƝ֕�ƗƉƉ֕ƧƉơƉ֕ƛƃƘƈԈ֕�Ɨƞƥ֕ƗƃƢƤ֕
ƧƞƝ֕Ɗƞơ֕ƜƉ֕ƢƃƛƦƃƤƘƞƝԄ֕�Ɲ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƅơƞƢƢ֕ƜƩ֕ƈƉƄƤ֕ƧƃƢ֕ƟƃƘƈԅ֕�ơƞƜ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƖơƃƦƉ֕	֕ƢƗƃƛƛ֕
ƃơƘƢƉ֕�Ɲƈ֕ƢƗƃƛƛ֕ƜƉƉƤ֕�ƗƉƉ֕ƘƝ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƢƚƘƉƢԅ֕�ƉƃƤƗ֕ƘƤƢƉƛƊ֕ƘƢ֕ƤơƃƝƢƘƤƞơƩԈ֕	֕ƢƗƃƛƛ֕ƛƘƊƤ֕ƜƩ֕
ƗƉƃƈ֕ƘƝ֕ƖƛƞơƩԅ֕֕ Ӟӯ�ƗƃƝƚƢ֕Ƥƞ֕�ƗƉƉԄ֕�֕�ƗơƘƢƤԄ֕�ƘƅƤƞơƘƞƥƢӷ֕���֕ѿѾ҂Ԅ֕ƢƤԅѼ
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Friday of the 15th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 17, 2021

Daily Lectionary: 2 Chronicles 36:1-23; Colossians 4:1-18

That the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be ful illed, the 
����֕ƢƤƘơơƉƈ֕ƥƟ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƢƟƘơƘƤ֕ƞƊ֕�ƩơƥƢ֕ƚƘƝƖ֕ƞƊ֕�ƉơƢƘƃԅ֕֕ ӞѼ֕�ƗơƞƝƘƅƛƉƢ֕ѽҀԇѼѼӦ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. Jerusalem is no more. God had tried to get 
through to His people. “But they kept mocking the messengers of God, 
despising His words and scof ing at His prophets, until the wrath of the 
LORD rose against His people” (verse 16). God knew that the only thing that 
would work was to bring the Chaldean King and his army to Jerusalem for 
war and destroy it in 586 BC. When other kingdoms su ered a defeat like 
this, they were gone. Game over.

However, God still had plans for His people. He promised that the Savior of 
all nations would be born from this nation. And so, by grace, He raised this 
nation from death back to life again after their Babylonian captivity, just as 
He promised in Jeremiah 29:10: “I will ful ill to you My promise and bring 
you back to this place.”  

The prophecy from Isaiah 45:1-7 about this time is very amazing. Not only 
does the Lord name Cyrus speci ically as the restorer of His people over 
a century before the Persian King was born, He also refers to Cyrus as 
being God’s anointed, despite the fact that the man was a foreign pagan. 
Remember, God commanded His priests to anoint prophets, priests, and 
kings. And there are also the prophesies of the Anointed One, which in 
Greek is Christos, or Christ.  

Just as 2 Chronicles 36:22 reports to us, God ful illed His promises in Isaiah 
45 to give military success and political power to King Cyrus for the sake of 
God’s chosen people Israel--and for your sake!  As God says prophetically 
to Cyrus in Isaiah 45:5-6, “I equip you, though you do not know Me, that 
people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there 
is none besides Me; I am the LORD, and there is no other.” For among those 
who returned to the Promised Land with the help of Cyrus were ancestors 
of Jesus, to whom all authority in heaven and on earth has been given. While 
guiding world history, Christ directed the servants of His Church to go out 
into all the world and ind you, teaching you to know Him as the only God, 
so that by the forgiveness of your sins, you could live in His kingdom in 
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. In the Name � of 
Jesus. Amen. 

�֕�ƞƈԄ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƟơƞƤƉƅƤƞơ֕ƞƊ֕ƃƛƛ֕ƧƗƞ֕ƤơƥƢƤ֕ƘƝ֕�ƞƥԄ֕ƗƃƦƉ֕ƜƉơƅƩ֕ƞƝ֕ƥƢ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕�ƞƥ֕ƃƢ֕
ƞƥơ֕ơƥƛƉơ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƖƥƘƈƉ֕ƧƉ֕ƜƃƩ֕Ƣƞ֕ƟƃƢƢ֕ƤƗơƞƥƖƗ֕ƤƗƘƝƖƢ֕ƤƉƜƟƞơƃƛ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƧƉ֕ƛƞƢƉ֕ƝƞƤ֕
ƤƗƉ֕ƤƗƘƝƖƢ֕ƉƤƉơƝƃƛԈ֕ƤƗơƞƥƖƗ֕
ƉƢƥƢ֕�ƗơƘƢƤԅ֕�ƜƉƝԅ
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Monday of the Tenth Week after Trinity
AUGUST 9, 2021

Today’s Reading: Jeremiah 8:4-12
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 25:1-22; 1 Corinthians 3:1-23

�ƗƩ֕ƤƗƉƝ֕ƗƃƢ֕ƤƗƘƢ֕ƟƉƞƟƛƉ֕ƤƥơƝƉƈ֕ƃƧƃƩ֕ƘƝ֕ƟƉơƟƉƤƥƃƛ֕ƄƃƅƚƢƛƘƈƘƝƖԉ֕
֕ Ӟ
ƉơƉƜƘƃƗ֕҂ԇѿӦ֕

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. Ever hear of backsliding? It’s when someone 
tries to get right, but keeps messing up and failing again. Maybe you’ve 
heard the expression, “one step forward, two steps back”? That’s backsliding. 

Israel turned away in “perpetual backsliding,” so the Lord tells the prophet 
to address this problem. What were Israel’s failures this time? Jeremiah 
gives many examples in today’s reading. The men who thought they were 
wise rejected the Word of the Lord. (v.9) leading the Lord to decry them: 
“From the least to the greatest everyone is greedy for unjust gain; from 
prophet to priest, everyone deals falsely.” The people of Israel were ignorant 
and corrupt and did not listen to God’s Word. And so, they were backsliders. 

But here’s the thing: You are, too. Every believer has experienced 
backsliding. Our faith walk is never in a straight line. We all make missteps 
and sometimes slide back. When this happens, we need to repent, to 
turn and correct course. We need to hear God’s Word again and, like 
wandering sheep who hear their shepherd, be led back to God through His 
Word. Listening to God helps us in our walk. He gives us strength to resist 
temptation. Still, we cannot conquer all sin in this life and so, backsliding 
and the sorrow and shame over sin that inevitably follows is the frustrating 
experience of all Christians. But that is far from our only experience. 
Christians also know love, joy, peace, hope, contentment, wisdom, and more, 
because in Christ we know our sins are taken away. He has removed our 
guilt and shame. One day, we will be fully restored and sin will be no more. 

Only Jesus could walk a perfectly straight line. He is the only man who never 
needed to repent. And Jesus has already come and walked that perfectly 
straight line, pressing forward, never back, all the way to the Cross. He 
came to live a perfect life for us and to die an innocent death for us. His life 
and death, and victory over death, give life and salvation to all who believe 
in Him. So keep listening and following. When you backslide, repent and 
return to God’s Word and rejoice again in the grace of our Lord. In the Name 
� of Jesus. Amen.

�ƉơƃƛƈԄ֕ƢƞƥƝƈ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƝƞƤƉ֕ƞƊ֕ƟƃơƈƞƝ֕�ƗƞƢƉ֕ơƉƟƉƝƤƘƝƖ֕ƃơƉ֕ƊƞơƖƘƦӶƝԈ֕�ƞƈ֕ơƉƅƉƘƦƉƢ֕
�ƘƢ֕ƧƃƩƧƃơƈ֕ƅƗƘƛƈơƉƝԄ֕�Ɲƈ֕Ƥƞ֕ƤƗƉƜ֕ƝƉƧ֕ƛƘƊƉ֕ƘƢ֕ƖƘƦӶƝԅ֕�ƞƥƝƈ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƤơƥƜƟƉƤӽ֕�Ɖƛƛ֕ƤƗƉ֕
ƜƉƢƢƃƖƉԇ֕�ƗơƘƢƤԄ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƃƦƘƞơӕƚƘƝƖԄ֕ƘƢ֕ƅƞƜƉӽ֕
֕ Ӟӯ�ƉơƃƛƈԄ֕�ƞƥƝƈ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞƤƉ֕ƞƊ֕
ƥƈƖƜƉƝƤӷ֕���֕ѿѻѻԄ֕ƢƤԅѽӦ
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Tuesday of the Tenth Week after Trinity
AUGUST 10, 2021

Today’s Reading: Romans 9:30-10:4
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 25:23-44; 1 Corinthians 4:1-21

�ƞơԄ֕ƄƉƘƝƖ֕ƘƖƝƞơƃƝƤ֕ƞƊ֕ƤƗƉ֕ơƘƖƗƤƉƞƥƢƝƉƢƢ֕ƞƊ֕�ƞƈԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƢƉƉƚƘƝƖ֕Ƥƞ֕ƉƢƤƃƄƛƘƢƗ֕
ƤƗƉƘơ֕ƞƧƝԄ֕ƤƗƉƩ֕ƈƘƈ֕ƝƞƤ֕ƢƥƄƜƘƤ֕Ƥƞ֕�ƞƈӶƢ֕ơƘƖƗƤƉƞƥƢƝƉƢƢԅ֕ ֕Ӟ�ƞƜƃƝƢ֕ѻѺ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. I used to wait tables when I was in college. 
Every once in a while something strange would happen: I would bring the 
bill to the table and one guy would insist that he pay it, and then, just as 
insistently, the other guy says, “No way! I got this.” Most of the time the issue 
resolved quickly, but sometimes it escalated into an argument, each one 
refusing to let the other pay for him.

Who wouldn’t want a free meal? Why try so hard to refuse another’s 
generosity? The apostle Paul knew something about why. He knew that some 
people are determined to earn things themselves and can’t accept a gift.

In Romans 9, Paul is writing about salvation and why so many of his fellow 
Jews would not believe in Christ as God’s perfect righteousness for us. Think 
of it! Christ gives Himself for us. He pays the debt of sin with His life. There 
is now no reason for anyone to be condemned. Trust Him! Look to Him for 
salvation and you will have it! All your sins are covered and He wants you to 
receive what He purchased for you with His own blood. Christians respond 
with faith that says, “Amen! Yes Lord! You covered me with Your robe of 
righteousness. Unworthy though I am, You have had mercy and greatly 
blessed me. For all You have done for me in Jesus, thank You, thank You, 
thank You!” This is the way faith responds to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

However, for some It is too much to admit they are sinners. Like two guys in 
a restaurant ighting over the bill, some just don’t want to feel like they owe 
anyone anything. That’s why so many Jews, after generations of legalism 
and ingrained works-righteousness, rejected the idea that they weren’t good 
enough, that they needed righteousness to be given to them by another. Like 
so many, theirs is the way of pride, not humility, and that’s why they refuse 
the meal. They don’t want to receive a gift. Even if He is the Son of God.

By God’s grace through the Holy Spirit, you have responded to the kind 
invitation in faith. God has brought you out of the ignorance and pride of 
unbelief and enlightened you with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the Name ��

of Jesus. Amen.

�ƗƉ֕ƗƥƜƄƛƉ֕ƗƉƃơƤ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƛƞƧƛƩ֕�ƞƈ֕ơƃƘƢƉƢ֕ƥƟ֕ƞƝ֕ƗƘƖƗԈ֕�ƉƝƉƃƤƗ֕�ƘƢ֕ƊƉƉƤ֕ƘƝ֕ƤƉơơƞơ֕
ƤƗƉ֕ƗƃƥƖƗƤƩ֕Ƣƞƥƛ֕ƢƗƃƛƛ֕ƛƘƉԅ֕�ƗƉ֕ƗƉƃơƤ֕ƢƘƝƅƉơƉ֕ƃƝƈ֕ơƘƖƗƤԄ֕�ƗƃƤ֕ƗƉƉƈƢ֕�ƞƈӶƢ֕
ƘƝƦƘƤƃƤƘƞƝ֕�Ɲƈ֕ƜƃƚƉƢ֕ƤơƥƉ֕ƟơƉƟƃơƃƤƘƞƝ֕	Ƥ֕ƘƢ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞơƈӶƢ֕ƈƉƛƘƖƗƤԅ֕
֕ Ӟӯ�ơƘƢƉԄ֕�֕�ƗơƘƢƤƘƃƝ֕�ƉƞƟƛƉӷ֕���֕ѽѿѾԄ֕ƢƤԅѽӦ
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Thursday of the 15th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 16, 2021

Daily Lectionary: 2 Chronicles 35:1-7, 16-25; Colossians 3:1-25


ƞƢƘƃƗ֕ƈƘƉƈ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƧƃƢ֕ƄƥơƘƉƈ֕ƘƝ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƤƞƜƄƢ֕ƞƊ֕ƗƘƢ֕ƊƃƤƗƉơƢԅ֕�ƛƛ֕
ƥƈƃƗ֕ƃƝƈ֕

ƉơƥƢƃƛƉƜ֕ƜƞƥơƝƉƈ֕Ɗƞơ֕
ƞƢƘƃƗԅ֕֕ ӞѼ֕�ƗơƞƝƘƅƛƉƢ֕ѽѿԇѼѾӦ

In the Name ��of Jesus. Amen. O King Josiah, what have you done?  You just 
displayed wonderful devotion to the God of Israel by reforming the religion 
of your people. But now you are like all the other sons of David as you fell into 
great sin. You died because you did not listen to God. In many and various 
ways He commanded you not to go to battle Neco. The Lord warned all the 
kings of His people not to join foreign wars and alliances. The prophetess 
Huldah foretold that after your death, the curses of disaster would fall upon 
your kingdom (2 Chronicles 34:22-28). And God commanded you through 
Neco himself to let his troops travel from Egypt to ight the Assyrian king. 
But Josiah, you would not listen!  You do not get to disobey God’s Word just 
because it comes from a person you do not like. Why did you leave us to 
lament your death? Why did you need to prove your Descendant will be 
correct when He says, “All who take the sword will perish by the sword” 
(Matthew 26:52)? 

Josiah was a great and faithful king who served God’s people. Most of the 
time. Just like his ancestor David, he was not perfect as He broke God’s 
commandments. Yet there will be a Son of David who comes to be our 
perfect King. He will never sin as He reforms and restores His people to God 
by forgiving all the commandments that they break. 

The people of His kingdom will also grieve at the death of this Son of Josiah. On 
the night of the greatest Passover, unlike any other Passover ever held before 
or after it, when the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world gets 
ready to be slaughtered on the altar of the Cross, just before He is betrayed, He 
will say to His disciples, “You will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. 
You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy” (John 16:20). He could 
promise what Josiah could not because Jesus knew the resurrection was 
coming after His death. For Him, and for you. And so what our Lord promised 
the disciples is now a promise Your Savior gives to you: “You have sorrow now, 
but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your 
joy from you” (John 16:22). In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. 

�֕ƅƞƜƉԄ֕�ƉƢƘơƉ֕ƞƊ֕ƝƃƤƘƞƝƢԄ֕ƄƘƝƈ֕	Ɲ֕ƞƝƉ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƗƉƃơƤƢ֕ƞƊ֕ƃƛƛ֕ƜƃƝƚƘƝƈԈ֕�Ƙƈ֕�Ɨƞƥ֕ƞƥơ֕Ƣƃƈ֕
ƈƘƦƘƢƘƞƝƢ֕ƅƉƃƢƉԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƄƉ֕�ƗƩƢƉƛƊ֕ƞƥơ֕�ƘƝƖ֕ƞƊ֕�ƉƃƅƉԅ֕�ƉƙƞƘƅƉӽ֕�ƉƙƞƘƅƉӽ֕֕�ƜƜƃƝƥƉƛ֕
�Ɨƃƛƛ֕ƅƞƜƉ֕Ƥƞ֕ƤƗƉƉԄ֕�֕	ƢơƃƉƛԅ֕֕ Ӟӯ�֕�ƞƜƉԄ֕�֕�ƞƜƉԄ֕�ƜƜƃƝƥƉƛӷ֕��
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Wednesday of the 15th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 15, 2021

Today’s Reading: �Ɯƃƛƛ֕�ƃƤƉƅƗƘƢƜԇConfession
Daily Lectionary: 2 Chronicles 34:1-4, 8-11, 14-33; Colossians 2:8-23

�ƗƃƤ֕ƘƢ֕�ƞƝƊƉƢƢƘƞƝԉ֕�ƞƝƊƉƢƢƘƞƝ֕ƗƃƢ֕ƤƧƞ֕ƟƃơƤƢԅ֕�ƘơƢƤԄ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƧƉ֕ƅƞƝƊƉƢƢ֕ƞƥơ֕
ƢƘƝƢԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƢƉƅƞƝƈԄ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƧƉ֕ơƉƅƉƘƦƉ֕ƃƄƢƞƛƥƤƘƞƝԄ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƘƢԄ֕ƊƞơƖƘƦƉƝƉƢƢԄ֕ƊơƞƜ֕ƤƗƉ֕
pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but irmly believing that by it our 
ƢƘƝƢ֕ƃơƉ֕ƊƞơƖƘƦƉƝ֕ƄƉƊƞơƉ֕�ƞƈ֕ƘƝ֕ƗƉƃƦƉƝԅ֕֕ ӞSmall Catechism:֕�ƞƝƊƉƢƢƘƞƝӦ֕

In the Name ��of Jesus. Amen. Before there was Baptism or the Lord’s 
Supper, there was Confession and Absolution at the time of the very irst sin. 
As awkward as you might feel telling your sins to your pastor, you can see 
that Adam and Eve felt even more embarrassed. (Actually, her name was not 
Eve yet, but we will get to that in a moment.)  Our saving God taught them to 
confess by gently inviting them out of their hiding places: both the bushes that 
hid their bodies, and the words they used to hide their sin. “I heard the sound 
of You in the garden and I was afraid, because I was naked.” Yeah, right, Adam. 
You tried to talk as if you had no sin, but you only deceived yourself.

In fairness to Adam, this was a whole new thing. He never had confessed a 
sin before. Nobody had. So he did not know how God was going to respond. 
God on this day would teach Adam that He “is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins” and will cleanse him and his children of all unrighteousness (1 
John 1:9) through the blood of the o spring of Eve (Genesis 3:15) who would 
be born to crush the devil’s head when His foot was pierced by the nails of 
the Cross.

Adam did not doubt God’s Absolution, but irmly believed that God had 
mercy on him and his wife. When he named her just after this, he could have 
referred to her as “the one who got us into this mess.”  Instead he expressed 
the hope for the future that God promised by honoring her with the name 
of Eve, which is related to the Hebrew word for “life-giver,” as she would 
become the mother of all the living by the grace of God. 

God gave physical life to Adam and Eve immediately, and likewise spoke 
directly to them His promise of life by the forgiveness of sins. For you, the 
same God does things mediately, working through your parents to give you 
physical life, and working through the mouth of your pastor to cover your 
embarrassing sin and death with His forgiveness earned by the perfect life 
of Jesus Christ. In the Name ��of Jesus. Amen. 

�ƗƉ֕ƧƞơƈƢ֕ƧƗƘƅƗ֕ƃƄƢƞƛƥƤƘƞƝ֕ƖƘƦƉ֕�ơƉ֕�ƘƢ֕ƧƗƞ֕ƈƘƉƈ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƧƉ֕ƜƘƖƗƤ֕ƛƘƦƉԈ֕�ƗƉ֕
ƜƘƝƘƢƤƉơ֕ƧƗƞƜ֕�ƗơƘƢƤ֕ƗƃƢ֕ƢƉƝƤ֕	Ƣ֕ƄƥƤ֕�ƘƢ֕ƗƥƜƄƛƉ֕ƘƝƢƤơƥƜƉƝƤԅ֕
֕ Ӟӯӭ�Ƣ֕�ƥơƉƛƩ֕ƃƢ֕	֕�ƘƦƉԄӶ֕�ƞƈ֕�ƃƘƈӷ֕���֕ҀѻѾԄ֕ƢƤԅ
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Wednesday of the Tenth Week after Trinity
AUGUST 11, 2021

Today’s Reading: �Ɯƃƛƛ֕�ƃƤƉƅƗƘƢƜԇ Lord’s Prayer, Conclusion
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 26:1-25; 1 Corinthians 5:1-13

�ƜƉƝԄ֕�ƜƉƝ֕ƜƉƃƝƢԄ֕ӯƩƉƢԄ֕ƩƉƢ֕ƘƤ֕ƢƗƃƛƛ֕ƄƉ֕Ƣƞԅӷ֕
֕ ӞSmall Catechism: �ƞơƈӶƢ֕�ơƃƩƉơԄ֕�ƞƝƅƛƥƢƘƞƝӦ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. Christians are taught from a young age to 
conclude prayers with this word. That isn’t required, you know. Sometimes, 
when the person leading the prayer has rambled on in di erent directions 
and you aren’t even sure what was prayed for, you might not want to say, 
“Amen!” When you say, “Amen,” to a person’s prayer, it means you signify 
your agreement. It’s as if you are saying, “That’s right! God, please let it be so!”

When we pray on our own, we can also say Amen. But how can we be sure 
about our prayers? Sometimes, when we are desperate, hurting, or unsure, 
we sense the need for prayers, but the words escape us. Paul says that at 
such times, the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with “inexpressible groan-
ings” (Romans 8:26). To be honest, I’m not sure what that is. I don’t literally 
groan when I pray. (And I wouldn’t admit it if I did!) We don’t have to guess, 
though, because our Lord has given us a prayer that gives comfort and so-
lace. It is the prayer our Lord Himself taught His disciples to pray.

Many of you could say these words before you even knew what they meant. 
Hopefully, you now say this prayer regularly. You can say it with con idence. 
As Luther explains, “I should be certain that these petitions are pleasing to 
our Father in heaven, and are heard by Him; for He Himself has commanded 
us to pray in this way and has promised to hear us.”

Not every prayer deserves an “Amen” at the end, but the Lord’s Prayer 
always does. It covers all the bases. We begin by calling on the Name Jesus 
gives us the right to call God: our Father. We pray for the things that tend to 
His glory: for His Name to be holy, His kingdom to come, His will to be done. 
Then we acknowledge that all we have is just a gift from Him. We express 
our need for forgiveness. We pray for help and protection to stand irm in 
the face of trials and to be delivered from evil.

Because of who taught it and what it says, this prayer is always the right 
prayer to pray, and in response to it we say with all con idence, “Amen! 
Amen! It shall be so!” In the Name � of Jesus. Amen.

�ƜƉƝԄ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƘƢԄ֕Ƣƞ֕ƢƗƃƛƛ֕ƘƤ֕ƄƉԅ֕ƃƚƉ֕ƢƤơƞƝƖ֕ƞƥơ֕ƊƃƘƤƗ֕ƘƝ֕�ƞƥԄ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƧƉ֕ƃƩ֕ƈƞƥƄƤ֕ƝƞƤ֕
ƄƥƤ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕ƤơƥƢƤ֕ƄƉƛƘƉƦƉ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƧƗƃƤ֕ƧƉ֕ƃƢƚ֕ƧƉ֕ƢƗƃƛƛ֕ơƉƅƉƘƦƉԅ֕�ƗƥƢ֕ƘƝ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƝƃƜƉ֕ƃƝƈ֕
ƃƤ֕�ƞƥơ֕�ƞơƈ֕ƧƉ֕ƢƃƩԄ֕ӯ�ƜƉƝԄ֕�֕ƗƉƃơ֕ƥƢԄ֕�ƞơƈӽӷ֕
֕ Ӟӯ�ƥơ֕�ƃƤƗƉơԄ֕�Ɨƞ֕ƊơƞƜ֕�ƉƃƦƉƝ֕�ƄƞƦƉӷ֕���֕ҁҀҀԄ֕ƢƤԅ҃
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Thursday of the Tenth Week after Trinity
AUGUST 12, 2021

Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 28:3-25; 1 Corinthians 6:1-20 

�ƞƥ֕ƃơƉ֕ƝƞƤ֕Ʃƞƥơ֕ƞƧƝԄ֕Ɗƞơ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƧƉơƉ֕ƄƞƥƖƗƤ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕ƃ֕ƟơƘƅƉԅ֕�ƞ֕ƖƛƞơƘƊƩ֕�ƞƈ֕ƘƝ֕
Ʃƞƥơ֕ƄƞƈƩԅ֕֕ Ӟѻ֕�ƞơƘƝƤƗƘƃƝƢ֕Ҁԇѻ҃ӕѼѺӦ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. 1 Corinthians 6 is so on point for our current 
day, that the Holy Spirit could have inspired it to have been written last 
week! The writer begins by talking about Christians taking each other to 
court. Then, as today, some people would see any grievance (even with a 
fellow Christian!) as an opportunity to get a lawyer and make someone pay. 
Paul strongly condemns this as unrighteous and then goes on to cite more 
examples of unrighteousness, including many sexual sins in particular.

He goes there because Corinth was known for being a sexual sewer. Every 
kind of sexual sin going on today was happening then. There is nothing new 
under the sun. So, the apostle addresses the sins of his day and teaches. His 
words have much to say to people today. But these are not the only sins that 
condemn those who commit them.

Any sin a person clings to and refuses to repent of can separate him from 
God. It’s not that God is unwilling to forgive certain sins, but rather, that the 
sinner who clings to his sin refuses God’s forgiveness. And here is the proof 
that God forgives the sexually immoral and all other kinds of sinners: After 
listing these sins that lead to condemnation, Paul writes, “And such were 
some of you.” (Note the past tense.)

The Christians at Corinth hadn’t always been Christians. Some of them had 
left behind broken lives and very sinful behavior. What happened? Who 
changed them? Paul explains, “But you were washed, you were sancti ied, 
you were justi ied in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit 
of our God.” God brought them to trust in Jesus. They were baptized and 
united to Christ. They were now children of God and no longer slaves to 
sin. By paying for their sins with His innocent life, Christ set them free for 
all eternity. Therefore, their past sins no longer identify them. They are 
no longer idolaters, homosexuals, drunkards, and the rest; they are now 
baptized into Christ and ind their identity in Him.

You also are a baptized child of God, a Christian who has been reborn. Your 
past repented-of sins no longer de ine you because Christ took your sins on 
Himself and paid for them with His life. In the Name � of Jesus. Amen.

Ʃ֕ƢƘƝƢ֕ƃơƉ֕ƧƃƢƗƉƈ֕ƃƧƃƩԈ֕�ƞơ֕ƤƗƘƢ֕	֕ƤƗƃƝƚ֕�ƞƥԄ֕�ƞơƈԅ֕�ƞƧ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕ƜƩ֕ƗƉƃơƤ֕ƃƝƈ֕
Ƣƞƥƛ֕�ƛƛ֕ƉƦƘƛ֕	֕ƃƄƗƞơԅ֕ ֕Ӟӯ�ƞƧ֕�ƃƝ֕	֕�ƗƃƝƚ֕�ƞƥԄ֕�ƞơƈӷ֕���֕ҁѺѽԄ֕ƢƤԅѼƄӦ
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Holy Cross Day
SEPTEMBER 14, 2021

Today’s Reading: John 12:20-33
Daily Lectionary: 2 Chronicles 33:1-25; Colossians 1:24-2:7

ӯ	Ԅ֕ƧƗƉƝ֕	֕ƃƜ֕ƛƘƊƤƉƈ֕ƥƟ֕ƊơƞƜ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƉƃơƤƗԄ֕ƧƘƛƛ֕ƈơƃƧ֕ƃƛƛ֕ƟƉƞƟƛƉ֕Ƥƞ֕ƜƩƢƉƛƊԅӷ֕
֕ Ӟ
ƞƗƝ֕ѻѼԇѽѼӦ֕

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. Why celebrate the Cross on September 14? 
The story goes that after Roman Emperor Constantine the Great confessed 
faith in Jesus, he sent his mother, Helena, on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem to 
look for Christ’s tomb. Believing they found both it and Christ’s Cross nearby, 
the emperor ordered a church built at the site. It was dedicated on September 
13, 335. The next day, they brought what they believed was Christ’s Cross 
outside for people to see. Was that really the wood that the body of Jesus was 
attached to?  Even if Helena was wrong, we have to give her this: He truly 
believed that a cross really lifted Jesus up from the earth so that He could 
draw all people to Himself.

Poking around in what might be wrong with the people of history is the way 
the world works. It comfortably distracts us from what is wrong with our 
own false beliefs, words, and deeds that we should be examining irst. This 
is another way of loving our own self-gratifying life, which Jesus warns will 
result in us losing it (John 12:25).

Then our Savior says, “Whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for 
eternal life.”  This is not the emotion of hatred, but it is the Semitic way of 
talking about a secondary preference. God certainly blesses us with a life in 
this world that is better than we deserve. But He wants us to prefer the life 
Christ prepares for us in the new  heaven and earth at the resurrection!  So 
while we do give thanks to God for the good things of this world, we must 
not get obsessed over the world the way the unbelievers do. Be ready to turn 
away from or let go of the stu  of this world if that is required, knowing that 
God has promised you the restoration of Paradise.

This is all because Jesus willingly let go of His life to rescue us from our sin. 
No other human being has ever produced much by dying. Some deaths might 
inspire others for a while, but then the impact is lost. However, the dead body 
of Jesus being planted in His tomb has produced much fruit. Over 2000 years 
His mustard seed-sized Church has grown to spread across so many nations, 
tribes, peoples, and languages. Even to yours. In the Name ��of Jesus. Amen. 

ƉơƅƘƊƥƛ֕�ƞƈԄ֕�ƞƥơ֕�ƞƝԄ֕
ƉƢƥƢ֕�ƗơƘƢƤԄ֕ƧƃƢ֕ƛƘƊƤƉƈ֕ƗƘƖƗ֕ƥƟƞƝ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƅơƞƢƢ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕�Ɖ֕
ƜƘƖƗƤ֕ƄƉƃơ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƢƘƝƢ֕ƞƊ֕ƤƗƉ֕Ƨƞơƛƈ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƈơƃƧ֕ƃƛƛ֕ƟƉƞƟƛƉ֕Ƥƞ֕�ƘƜƢƉƛƊԅ֕�ơƃƝƤ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƧƉ֕
ƧƗƞ֕ƖƛƞơƩ֕ƘƝ֕�ƘƢ֕ƈƉƃƤƗ֕Ɗƞơ֕ƞƥơ֕ơƉƈƉƜƟƤƘƞƝ֕ƜƃƩ֕ƊƃƘƤƗƊƥƛƛƩ֕ƗƉƉƈ֕�ƘƢ֕ƅƃƛƛ֕Ƥƞ֕ƄƉƃơ֕
ƤƗƉ֕ƅơƞƢƢ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƊƞƛƛƞƧ֕�ƘƜԄ֕ƧƗƞ֕ƛƘƦƉƢ֕ƃƝƈ֕ơƉƘƖƝƢ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕�ƞƥ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞƛƩ֕�ƟƘơƘƤԄ֕ƞƝƉ֕
�ƞƈԄ֕ƝƞƧ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƊƞơƉƦƉơԅ֕�ƜƉƝԅ֕ ֕Ӟ�ƞƛƛƉƅƤ֕Ɗƞơ֕�ƞƛƩ֕�ơƞƢƢ֕�ƃƩӦ
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Monday of the 15th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 13, 2021

Today’s Reading: Galatians 5:25-6:10
Daily Lectionary: 2 Chronicles 32:1-22; Colossians 1:1-23

�ƞ֕ƤƗƉƝԄ֕ƃƢ֕ƧƉ֕ƗƃƦƉ֕ƞƟƟƞơƤƥƝƘƤƩԄ֕ƛƉƤ֕ƥƢ֕ƈƞ֕Ɩƞƞƈ֕Ƥƞ֕ƉƦƉơƩƞƝƉԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƉƢƟƉƅƘƃƛƛƩ֕
Ƥƞ֕ƤƗƞƢƉ֕ƧƗƞ֕ƃơƉ֕ƞƊ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƗƞƥƢƉƗƞƛƈ֕ƞƊ֕ƊƃƘƤƗԅ֕֕ Ӟ�ƃƛƃƤƘƃƝƢ֕ҀԇѻѺӦ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. Whenever the Scriptures have a “therefore” 
(or, in this translation, a “so then”), you need to ask, “What is the ‘therefore’ 
there for?”  This verse has built its argument on the words of the previous 
verses to bring you to its conclusion. 

Verse 6 started this section by urging us to provide for the earthly needs of 
our pastor. As he relieves your ignorance of the love of God in Christ Jesus, 
let that love �ow work to relieve him of poverty. Paul warns us in verses 
7-8 not to let our fallen nature use forgiveness as permission to sin. If you 
put out seeds of greediness and sel ishness, you will harvest destruction. 
Then in verse 9, Paul tenderly encourages us not to give up. Our little faith 
gets discouraged when we imagine that we have wasted our time following 
Jesus and that God is ignoring us. Paul reassures us that the Lord will come 
through for us. As Romans 8:18 says, “I consider that our present su erings 
are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”

Therefore, we are to take care of our pastors, because doing evil will result 
in destruction, but as we use our Holy Spirit-provided faith to show Christ’s 
love toward others in anticipation of the resurrection to come, we must not 
let opportunities to help others pass us by.

Sometimes we get so obsessed over what we cannot do that we miss the 
things that we can do!  For example, we might dream about winning the 
lottery so we could give a million dollars to our church. But God is not calling 
you to give a million dollars to the church. He is calling you to help in other 
ways. Through your prayers, your lending a hand to get jobs done, and giving 
o erings proportionate to your wealth, you are planting the seeds through 
which the Holy Spirit works.

You can do these things. You cannot build the Church any more than you 
can save your soul. But what is impossible for you is possible for Christ 
Jesus. He has done it by His dying and rising again. From His Cross, He has 
harvested your eternal life. And He does not grow weary of doing His good 
work so that there are many more members of the household of faith. In the 
Name ��of Jesus. Amen. 

�ƉƃƅƗ֕ƥƢ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƛƉƢƢƞƝ֕�Ɨƞƥ֕ƗƃƢƤ֕ƤƃƥƖƗƤԇ֕�ƞ֕ƊƉƉƛ֕Ɗƞơ֕ƤƗƞƢƉ֕�ƗƩ֕Ƅƛƞƞƈ֕ƗƃƤƗ֕ƄƞƥƖƗƤԄ֕
�ƗƃƤ֕ƉƦӶơƩ֕Ƨƞơƈ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƈƉƉƈ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƤƗƞƥƖƗƤ֕ƃƩ֕Ƨƞơƚ֕ƃ֕Ƨƞơƚ֕Ɗƞơ֕�ƗƉƉԅ
֕ ֕Ӟӯ�֕�ƞƈ֕ƞƊ֕ƉơƅƩԄ֕�ƞƈ֕ƞƊ֕ƘƖƗƤӷ֕���֕҂ѿѼԄ֕ƢƤԅѽӦ
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Friday of the Tenth Week after Trinity
AUGUST 13, 2021

Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 31:1-13; 1 Corinthians 7:1-24 

	Ƥ֕ƘƢ֕ƄƉƤƤƉơ֕Ƥƞ֕ƜƃơơƩ֕ƤƗƃƝ֕Ƥƞ֕ƄƥơƝ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕ƟƃƢƢƘƞƝԅ֕֕ Ӟѻ֕�ƞơƘƝƤƗƘƃƝƢ֕ҁԇ҃Ӧ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. Because Christians are counter-cultural 
on sexual matters, you might be tempted to believe the lie so many people 
tell, namely, that Christians are uptight when it comes to sex. Maybe you’ve 
heard people suggest that we are a bunch of backward, sexually-repressed 
prudes? In yesterday’s reading at the end of 1 Corinthians 6, we heard 
Paul’s strong words: “Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person 
commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against 
his own body.” Given statements like this, no wonder some think Christians 
have a negative attitude toward sex.

But in chapter 7 it becomes clear that Paul has more to say on the subject. As 
chapter 7 of 1 Corinthians teaches, sex is not bad, but it belongs in the proper 
context and that context is marriage.

Then as now, people had all kinds of practical questions when it came to 
living out the Christian faith. Should I get married? Is divorce okay? Should 
I get remarried? So, Paul gives counsel in this chapter and it is measured 
and reasonable. Throughout, he honors marriage as a good gift from God 
that allows the only God-pleasing context for sex. He is not a prude but he 
knows how powerful the sex drive is and the kind of unintended and painful 
consequences that come about from unrestrained sex. That is what he is 
trying to save people from. And that is what we should always keep in mind 
when we consider God’s laws.

God’s goal is not to repress us and deprive us of pleasure, rather, His desire 
is for us to live good and faithful lives. To have loving and godly families that 
create safe homes for children to grow and thrive. In short, God’s laws are 
meant to spare us the awful consequences of sin and instead bless us and 
the coming generations.

Of course, no matter how hard we try, as long as we are in this �esh, sin is 
always present along with its painful consequences. Only one man could 
live a life in the �esh without sin, and this He did to bless you forever so that 
when this life is over, you will live in a new resurrected �esh without any 
shame, sorrow, guilt, or tears. In the Name � of Jesus. Amen.

�ƞơƈ֕ƘƊ֕�ƞƥ֕ƃơƉ֕ƝƞƤ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƄƥƘƛƈƉơԄ֕�ƗƉƝ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƗƞƥƢƉ֕ƘƢ֕ƄƥƘƛƤ֕ƘƝ֕ƦƃƘƝԄ֕�ƞơ֕ƃ֕ƗƞƜƉ֕
ƧƘƤƗƞƥƤ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƟơƉƢƉƝƅƉ֕�Ɨƃƛƛ֕ƧƘƤƗƞƥƤ֕ƤơƥƉ֕ƛƞƦƉ֕ơƉƜƃƘƝԅ֕�ƉƤ֕ƧƗƉƝ֕�ƞƥ֕ƧƘƤƗƘƝ֕ƃ֕
ƜƃơơƘƃƖƉ֕�ƞƜƉ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƈƧƉƛƛ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕ƖơƃƅƉ֕ƈƘƦƘƝƉԄ֕�ƗƉơƉ֕�ƞƥ֕ƧƘƛƛ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƉƜƟƤƩ֕ƦƉƢƢƉƛƢԄ֕
�ƗƃƝƖƘƝƖ֕ƧƃƤƉơ֕ƘƝƤƞ֕ƧƘƝƉԅ
֕ ֕Ӟӯ�ơƃƅƘƞƥƢ֕�ƃƦƘƞơԄ֕�ơƃƝƤ֕�ƞƥơ֕�ƛƉƢƢƘƝƖӷ֕���֕҂ҀѺԄ֕ƢƤԅ
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Saturday of the Tenth Week after Trinity
AUGUST 14, 2021

Today’s Reading: Introit for St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord 
 (Psalm 34:2-5; antiphon: vs. 1)
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 1:1-27; 1 Corinthians 7:25-40

�ƗԄ֕ƜƃƖƝƘƊƩ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞơƈ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕ƜƉԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƛƉƤ֕ƥƢ֕ƉƨƃƛƤ֕ƗƘƢ֕ƝƃƜƉ֕ƤƞƖƉƤƗƉơӽ
֕ ֕Ӟ�ơƞƜ֕ƤƗƉ֕	ƝƤơƞƘƤ֕Ɗƞơ֕�Ƥԅ֕ƃơƩԄ֕ƞƤƗƉơ֕ƞƊ֕�ƥơ֕�ƞơ

In the Name ��of Jesus. Amen. Have you ever shared a meme with a friend? 
Sent them a picture or a quote or forwarded a post or a tweet? Of course you 
have. We do this because some things are too good to keep to ourselves and 
we enjoy them more when we share them with others. That’s the kind of 
thing David is talking about here in this psalm. 

David is proclaiming what God has done for him, and he doesn’t want to 
keep it to himself. He wants all to join in the praise. “Magnify” literally 
means to enlarge or make great, but iguratively it means to praise or extol, 
that is, to make God greater by telling others what He has done. 

As a pastor, I have prayed with people in desperate times, when death was 
near, or some tragedy occurred. I have seen irsthand how fervent prayer 
to God brings peace and takes away fear. Most of us have been in such a 
situation (if you haven’t already, trust me, you will.). At such a time, when God 
answers our prayer and delivers us from some evil, it is only natural that we 
feel grateful. We may even express that gratitude to another. But how often 
does our gratitude bubble over like David’s? In other words, have you ever 
been so moved by what God has done for you, that you can’t stop yourself 
from sharing with others what He has done? Why is it so easy to share a 
funny meme or post on Instagram, yet not so easy to magnify the Lord? 

We know that we have plenty of reasons to magnify the Lord, the greatest of 
which is that He sent us His Son to redeem us from sin and defeat the devil. 
Jesus has opened the Kingdom of heaven to us, and the Holy Spirit has called 
us to faith and made us heirs of heaven. All Christians thank God for this 
tremendous and gracious gift. Today, make it your goal to magnify the Lord. 
Tell someone else how grateful you are to God for blessing you and illing 
you with hope and see if sharing this with someone else also increases your 
joy. In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. 

�Ɖƛƛ֕ƗƞƧ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƃƤƗƉơ֕ƢƉƝƤ֕�ƘƢ֕�ƞƝ֕Ƥƞ֕ƢƃƦƉ֕ƥƢԅ֕�Ɖƛƛ֕ƞƊ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞƝԄ֕ƧƗƞ֕ƛƘƊƉ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƊơƉƉƈƞƜ֕
ƖƃƦƉ֕ƥƢԅ֕�Ɖƛƛ֕ƗƞƧ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƟƘơƘƤ֕ƅƃƛƛ֕ƊơƞƜ֕ƉƦƉơƩ֕ƝƃƤƘƞƝ֕�ƘƢ֕ƝƉƧ֕ƅơƉƃƤƘƞƝԅ֕
֕ Ӟӯ�ƘƢƉԄ֕�ƗƘƝƉԄ֕�ƞƥ֕�ƉƞƟƛƉӷ֕���֕҂ѼѿԄ֕ƢƤԅѾӦ
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The 15th Sunday after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 12, 2021

Today’s Reading: Matthew 6:24-34
Daily Lectionary: 2 Chronicles 31:1-21; Philippians 4:1-23

�ƗƉơƉƊƞơƉ֕	֕ƤƉƛƛ֕ƩƞƥԄ֕ƈƞ֕ƝƞƤ֕ƄƉ֕ƃƝƨƘƞƥƢ֕ƃƄƞƥƤ֕Ʃƞƥơ֕ƛƘƊƉԅ֕֕ ӞƃƤƤƗƉƧ֕ҀԇѼѿ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. Right from the start, Jesus gets to the heart of 
our problems. It is a First Commandment issue: “You cannot serve God and 
money!”  When greedy hearts try to prove Jesus wrong, they only deceive 
themselves. Their devotion to money and possessions stops them from 
fearing, loving, and trusting in God above all things. The worship of money 
is often an uncertain anxiousness that acts as though life is only good when 
I have what I consider enough stu . The Large Catechism says, “Those who 
have nothing doubt and despair as if they knew of no god at all. The desire 
for wealth clings and sticks to our nature all the way to the grave.”

The highest worship of God is faith, to look to Him in our time of need, to 
trust in Him with the con idence that He is a loving Father who knows 
what we need (6:32) in both body and soul. “The Lord will provide” (Genesis 
22:14). Consider the lilies of the ield. They do not have bank accounts nor 
insurance policies. They have to compete with weeds and rocks, drought 
and �oods. And even when they do survive it all, their beauty lasts only 
a few days before their �owers fall. Despite their temporary and delicate 
nature, God clothes them with glory. You, however, He has created not to 
be temporary, but to live forever with Him. If He provides in such wondrous 
ways for the lilies, don’t you think He will put even more e ort into 
providing for you so that you arrive there?  For you are worth more to Him 
than the lilies or the birds, so much so He gave up His own Son to have you.

Your worry over money is a waste. It does not produce anything good. It 
cannot even add one single second to the length of your life. But what you 
cannot do, God has done. He adds eternity to your short life through the death 
of Jesus. He baptismally clothes you with the robe of Christ’s righteousness so 
that He doesn’t see the ugliness of your doubts underneath. He gives you to 
eat of His Body and drink of His Blood shed for the forgiveness of your false 
beliefs. In His Son, you seek and ind God’s Kingdom and righteousness for 
you forever. In the Name�� of Jesus. Amen. 

�֕�ƞơƈԄ֕ƧƉ֕ƘƜƟƛƞơƉ֕�ƞƥԄ֕ƛƉƤ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƅƞƝƤƘƝƥƃƛ֕ƟƘƤƩ֕ƅƛƉƃƝƢƉ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƈƉƊƉƝƈ֕�ƞƥơ֕�ƗƥơƅƗԈ֕
ƃƝƈ֕ƄƉƅƃƥƢƉ֕ƢƗƉ֕ƅƃƝƝƞƤ֕ƅƞƝƤƘƝƥƉ֕ƘƝ֕ƢƃƊƉƤƩ֕ƧƘƤƗƞƥƤ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƃƘƈԄ֕ƟơƉƢƉơƦƉ֕ƗƉơ֕
ƉƦƉơƜƞơƉ֕ƄƩ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƗƉƛƟ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƖƞƞƈƝƉƢƢԈ֕ƤƗơƞƥƖƗ֕
ƉƢƥƢ֕�ƗơƘƢƤԄ֕�ƞƥơ֕�ƞƝԄ֕ƞƥơ֕�ƞơƈԄ֕
ƧƗƞ֕ƛƘƦƉƢ֕ƃƝƈ֕ơƉƘƖƝƢ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕�ƞƥ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞƛƩ֕�ƟƘơƘƤԄ֕ƞƝƉ֕�ƞƈԄ֕ƝƞƧ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƊƞơƉƦƉơԅ֕
�ƜƉƝԅ֕֕ Ӟ�ƞƛƛƉƅƤ֕Ɗƞơ֕ƤƗƉ֕ѻѿƤƗ֕�ƥƝƈƃƩ֕ƃƊƤƉơ֕�ơƘƝƘƤƩӦ
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Saturday of the 14th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 11, 2021

Today’s Reading: Introit for the 15th Sunday after Trinity
 (Psalm 86:4, 6, 15a, 16; antiphon: vs.1a, 2b, 3)
Daily Lectionary: 2 Chronicles 29:1-24; Philippians 3:1-21

�ƘƦƉ֕ƉƃơԄ֕�֕����Ԅ֕Ƥƞ֕ƜƩ֕ƟơƃƩƉơԈ֕ƛƘƢƤƉƝ֕Ƥƞ֕ƜƩ֕ƟƛƉƃ֕Ɗƞơ֕ƖơƃƅƉԅ֕֕ Ӟ�ƢƃƛƜ֕҂Ҁԇ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. As the internet or TV might have already 
reminded you, today is the 20th anniversary of 9/11. When these horri ic 
events happened, I had only been a pastor for 2 months. I clearly remember 
waking up to the terrible news and thinking, “The seminary never prepared 
me for this!” Not that I was angry with my professors--no one expected that 
attack. (The military never thought an airstrike could come from inside 
US borders, so the ighter jets went unarmed to intercept the terrorist-
controlled planes. They had no time for weapons to be loaded.)

Thankfully, God granted comfort for my anxious thoughts. Eventually 
I realized that though He had never used my professors to address the 
speci ics of the unimaginable terror of 9/11, the Lord had worked through 
them so I would be ready to serve as pastor in the days and weeks that 
followed. Just as they had taught me, I prayed while I searched the Scriptures 
to ind words of comfort for God’s people who were overwhelmed by grief. 

Psalm 86 could certainly have been one of those passages. Here in our time 
of trouble David leads us in prayer to our God who is “merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness” (verse 15)--a 
loyal love that is no mere feeling that runs hot and cold, but a love that gives 
up His own Son for us. We ask the Lord to help us not because we deserve 
Him to rescue us (because we don’t), but we ask Him on account of His grace 
in Christ Jesus (verse 6).

You might be overwhelmed by some personal problem or one that a ects a 
lot of people. You might be troubled by something you are responsible for, or 
by something you have no control over. Or maybe you know someone else 
who is facing these situations. Instead of obsessing over the obstacles that 
confront you, ix your eyes on the Lord. Because of His steadfast love for 
you in Christ, He will not ignore your prayers nor fail to act for you. He is the 
God who took the terrible tragedy of the cruci ixion of His Son and made it 
to be a blessed salvation for you. Trust that now He will work good from the 
troubles you need to pray about. In His time, He will gladden your soul (verse 
4). In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. 

�ƞơƈԄ֕ƤƗƘƢ֕	֕ƃƢƚԄ֕�֕ƗƉƃơ֕ƜƩ֕ƟƛƉƃԄ֕�ƉƝƩ֕ƜƉ֕ƝƞƤ֕ƤƗƘƢ֕ƊƃƦƞơԇ֕�ƗƉƝ֕�ƃƤƃƝ֕ƢƞơƉƛƩ֕
troubles me, Then do not let me waver. O guard me well, My fear dispel, Ful ill 
�ƞƥơ֕ƊƃƘƤƗƊƥƛ֕ƢƃƩƘƝƖԇ֕�ƛƛ֕ƧƗƞ֕ƄƉƛƘƉƦƉ֕�Ʃ֕ƖơƃƅƉ֕ơƉƅƉƘƦƉ֕�Ɲ֕ƃƝƢƧƉơ֕Ƥƞ֕ƤƗƉƘơ֕
ƟơƃƩƘƝƖԅ֕֕ Ӟӯ�ƗƉ֕�Ƙƛƛ֕ƞƊ֕�ƞƈ֕ƘƢ֕�ƛƧƃƩƢ֕�ƉƢƤӷ֕���֕ҁѿ҂Ԅ֕ƢƤԅѽӦ
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St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord
AUGUST 15, 2021

Today’s Reading: Luke 1:39-55
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 5:1-25; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

“My soul magni ies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior”
֕ ֕Ӟ�ƥƚƉ֕ѻԇѾҀӦ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. Yesterday we considered what it means to 
magnify the Lord and today we see the best known example of it. When 
Mary, the Mother of our Lord, met with Elizabeth, her cousin, and they 
shared with each other what God was doing for them, Mary’s praise erupted. 
In words we all know and have probably sung many times, she said, “My soul 
magni ies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior…” 

Today is the feast of St. Mary, Mother of our Lord. It may strike some as 
strange that Lutherans would acknowledge a festival to the Virgin Mother, 
Isn’t devotion to Mary more of a Roman Catholic thing? They even address 
prayers to Mary using some of the words of this passage: “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!” 

The fact is, Roman Catholics over-emphasize Mary. They have made too big 
a deal of her role in the salvation of man. Sadly, she has become for some a 
distraction and an idol. This has resulted in many Protestants going too far 
in the other direction, so that they would never want to recognize a festival 
for St. Mary.

When God sent His Son to take on human �esh and save mankind, He chose 
this woman to bear and raise Him. We also know that Mary was a devout 
follower of Jesus. Unlike so many disciples, she did not abandon Jesus when 
He was cruci ied, but she stayed until the end (John 19:26-27). She also was 
among the irst believers after His resurrection (Acts 1:14). 

For all Mary’s faithfulness and the way God used her in His plan of salvation, 
we should remember her and honor her. And the way to do that best, is not 
by praying to her--God forbid! She herself would not want any such thing. 
However, we can join her in her praises of God and we often do whenever we 
sing her song. 

In the Magni icat, we join with Mary in praising God, and rejoicing in “my 
Savior.” It is not a song about Mary, but it is about our gracious God who lifts 
up the humble and has mercy on those who fear Him in every generation. 
It is about a God who keeps His promises and ful ills His Word. It is a song 
we can join in singing to make great the praise of our God. In the Name � of 
Jesus. Amen.

�ƉƜƉƜƄƉơԄ֕�ƞơƈ֕ƞƊ֕ƛƘƊƉ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƖơƃƅƉԄ֕�ƞƧ֕ƞƝƅƉԄ֕Ƥƞ֕ƢƃƦƉ֕ƞƥơ֕ƊƃƛƛƉƝ֕ơƃƅƉԄ֕�ƞƥ֕ƟƥƤ֕ƞƥơ֕
ƗƥƜƃƝ֕ƦƉƢƤƥơƉ֕ƞƝ֕�Ɲƈ֕ƅƃƜƉ֕Ƥƞ֕ƥƢ֕ƃƢ֕ƃơƩӶƢ֕ƢƞƝԅ֕�ƛƛƉƛƥƘƃӽ
֕ ֕Ӟӯ�֕�ƃƦƘƞơ֕ƞƊ֕�ƥơ֕�ƃƛƛƉƝ֕�ƃƅƉӷ֕���֕ѾѺѽԄ֕ƢƤԅѽӦ
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Monday of the 11th Week after Trinity
AUGUST 16, 2021

Today’s Reading: Luke 18:9-14
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 6:1-19; 1 Corinthians 9:1-23

ӯ�ƞơ֕ƉƦƉơƩƞƝƉ֕ƧƗƞ֕ƉƨƃƛƤƢ֕ƗƘƜƢƉƛƊ֕ƧƘƛƛ֕ƄƉ֕ƗƥƜƄƛƉƈԄ֕ƄƥƤ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƞƝƉ֕ƧƗƞ֕ƗƥƜƄƛƉƢ֕
ƗƘƜƢƉƛƊ֕ƧƘƛƛ֕ƄƉ֕ƉƨƃƛƤƉƈԅӷ֕ ֕Ӟ�ƥƚƉ֕ѻ҂ԇѻѾӦ֕

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. The parable of the Pharisee and the tax 
collector illustrates the principle found throughout the Bible: “God opposes 
the proud but gives grace to the humble” (Proverbs 29:23, Matthew 18:1-4, 
Luke 1:52, 14:11, James 4:6,10, 1 Peter 5:5-6). 

Jesus presents two characters we easily recognize: the ultra-conservative, 
far right religious type and the extortionist. As Jesus begins the story, most 
people would assume He would hold up the religious Pharisee and condemn 
the greedy tax collector. But Jesus does the opposite. He describes a Pharisee 
who only wants to tell God how good he is and a publican who knows and 
feels his guilt. The contrite sinner is justi ied, while the arrogant prude is not. 

As religiously serious people (you’re reading a devotion after all!), we easily 
relate to the Pharisees. While their religious adherence was exemplary 
in many ways, they could be self-righteous and unloving. This particular 
Pharisee’s problem was spiritual pride, thinking himself so good that he 
didn’t need God’s grace. The tax collector, on the other hand, knew his sin 
and knew he needed God’s mercy. 

The tax collector was an outcast of society. So imagine someone today who 
is like him. The drug user? That creepy guy who’s really into porn? The girl 
who sleeps around? The kids struggling with their gender identity or sexual 
orientation? You get the picture. Substitute them for tax collector and you 
get the modern version of the story. The point is, even those who have made 
terrible choices and have a life full of obvious sins can humble themselves 
before God and receive His grace. But those who are spiritually proud will not 
receive the Savior, because they do not understand that they need saving. 

Whether our lives more closely resemble the Pharisee or the tax collector, 
we get in trouble when we think too highly of ourselves. As Luke explains: 
We dare not trust in ourselves and treat others with contempt. The goal 
is to trust in Jesus (not in ourselves) and treat others with love and mercy, 
because in Jesus, God has so loved us. Sinners who look to Jesus are 
justi ied--and not just the really religious sinners, but even the really bad 
ones, too. God’s grace really is that amazing. In the Name � of Jesus. Amen

�ƗƘƉƊ֕ƞƊ֕ƢƘƝƝƉơƢ֕ƤƗƞƥƖƗ֕	֕ƄƉԄ֕
ƉƢƥƢ֕ƢƗƉƈ֕�ƘƢ֕Ƅƛƞƞƈ֕Ɗƞơ֕ƜƉԅ֕�ƘƉƈ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕	֕ƜƘƖƗƤ֕ƛƘƦƉ֕
ƞƝ֕ƗƘƖƗԄ֕�ƘƦƉƢ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕	֕ƜƘƖƗƤ֕ƝƉƦƉơ֕ƈƘƉԅ֕�Ƣ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƄơƃƝƅƗ֕ƘƢ֕Ƥƞ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƦƘƝƉԄ֕	֕ƃƜ֕�ƘƢ֕ƃƝƈ֕
�Ɖ֕ƘƢ֕ƜƘƝƉԅ֕֕ Ӟӯ�ƗƘƉƊ֕ƞƊ֕�ƘƝƝƉơƢ֕�ƗƞƥƖƗ֕	֕�Ɖӷ֕���֕ҀѻѻԄ֕ƢƤԅѻ
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Friday of the 14th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 10, 2021

Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 9:1-13; 10:18-29; Philippians 2:12-30

�ƗƉơƉƊƞơƉԄ֕ƜƩ֕ƄƉƛƞƦƉƈԄ֕ƃƢ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƗƃƦƉ֕ƃƛƧƃƩƢ֕ƞƄƉƩƉƈԄ֕Ƣƞ֕ƝƞƧԄ֕ƝƞƤ֕ƞƝƛƩ֕ƃƢ֕ƘƝ֕ƜƩ֕
ƟơƉƢƉƝƅƉ֕ƄƥƤ֕ƜƥƅƗ֕ƜƞơƉ֕ƘƝ֕ƜƩ֕ƃƄƢƉƝƅƉԄ֕Ƨƞơƚ֕ƞƥƤ֕Ʃƞƥơ֕ƞƧƝ֕ƢƃƛƦƃƤƘƞƝ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕
ƊƉƃơ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƤơƉƜƄƛƘƝƖԄ֕Ɗƞơ֕ƘƤ֕ƘƢ֕�ƞƈ֕ƧƗƞ֕ƧƞơƚƢ֕ƘƝ֕ƩƞƥԄ֕ƄƞƤƗ֕Ƥƞ֕ƧƘƛƛ֕ƃƝƈ֕Ƥƞ֕Ƨƞơƚ֕
Ɗƞơ֕ƗƘƢ֕Ɩƞƞƈ֕ƟƛƉƃƢƥơƉԅ֕Ӟ�ƗƘƛƘƟƟƘƃƝƢ֕ѼԇѻѼӕѻѽ֕

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. Wait. What???  Did the same Paul who said 
eternal life is the free gift of God in Jesus Christ (Romans 6:23) and not a 
result of works we have done (Ephesians 2:9) really just say that we must 
work to earn our salvation???

When a passage like this one confuses us, the verses before and after often 
help to clear up the problem. Yesterday we read what came before: the praise 
of Christ Jesus who did the hard work of laying aside His divine privileges, 
humbling Himself to death on the Cross until God the Father raised Him 
from the dead for our justi ication (Romans 4:25). So our Triune God does all 
the work of earning and announcing our salvation there. And Philippians 
2:13 says again that it is God doing the work, this time changing your will 
and giving you strength so that you not only can do what He wants, but also 
want to do these things. One of those things God wants is for you to have 
faith in His Son. John 6:29 says, “This is the work of God, that you believe in 
Him whom He has sent.”

However, while you do not work to earn our salvation, you do become 
a target when you receive the gift of salvation, which will make things 
dif icult. For “the devil, the world, and our sinful nature... do not want us 
to hallow God’s name or let His kingdom come” (Small Catechism, Third 
Petition of the Lord’s Prayer).  Paul was imprisoned because of the Gospel. 
Epaphroditus “nearly died for the work of Christ” (Philippians 2:30). And 
Paul’s beloved friends in Philippi had unbelievers trying to scare them out of 
faith in Christ  (Philippians 1:28-29). 

It takes e ort not to let go of our salvation. As we take up our crosses and 
follow Christ, it might mean su ering the loss of friends and privileges in 
this crooked and twisted generation. We will be tempted to respond to our 
opponents powerfully, the way the world does, by grumbling and disputing 
and seeking our own interests. We need to learn humility from Christ, 
who shed His blood to make us blameless and innocent in the sight of God 
forever. In the Name � of Jesus. Amen 

�ƗƩ֕ƧƘƛƛ֕ƄƉ֕ƈƞƝƉԄ֕�ƉƃƦƉƝƛƩ֕�ƃƤƗƉơԅ֕�ơƉƃƚ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƗƘƝƈƉơ֕ƉƦƉơƩ֕ƉƦƘƛ֕ƟƛƃƝ֕ƞƊ֕�ƞƥơ֕
ƉƝƉƜƘƉƢԄ֕ƘƝƅƛƥƈƘƝƖ֕ƜƩ֕ƞƧƝ֕ƢƘƝƊƥƛ֕ƝƃƤƥơƉԅ֕�ƤơƉƝƖƤƗƉƝ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƚƉƉƟ֕ƜƉ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƃƛƛ֕�ƞƥơ֕
children irm in Your Word and faith until we die; through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Thursday of the 14th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 9, 2021

Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 6:1-23; Philippians 1:21-2:11

�ƉƤ֕ƉƃƅƗ֕ƞƊ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƛƞƞƚ֕ƝƞƤ֕ƞƝƛƩ֕Ƥƞ֕ƗƘƢ֕ƞƧƝ֕ƘƝƤƉơƉƢƤƢԄ֕ƄƥƤ֕ƃƛƢƞ֕Ƥƞ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƘƝƤƉơƉƢƤƢ֕ƞƊ֕
ƞƤƗƉơƢԅ֕ ֕Ӟ�ƗƘƛƘƟƟƘƃƝƢ֕Ѽԇ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. Martin Luther said, “The world is like a 
drunken peasant. If you lift him into the saddle on one side, he will fall o  
the other side.”  As Christians, we know that by nature we are sel ish little 
monsters who do not want to help others unless we get something good 
out of it. Repeatedly we have heard the Bible command us to ight those 
impulses and care for other people without thought of reward. The sinful 
nature pushes us to “fall out of the saddle” one way by lying to us that we 
have loved the right people enough and God does not expect more from 
us. Or, or it uses an evil conscience to pound us until we fall the other way 
because we have not cared for others every moment of every day. Despair 
overwhelms us in this case over how much of a failure we think we are.

Philippians 2:4 defends that well-meaning Christian from this false belief. 
It does not say that you must only take care of the interests of other people. 
Rather, Paul speci ically says you need to deal with your own needs, and also 
the needs of others. It is like when the airplane �ight attendants tell parents 
that in case of emergency, they should put the oxygen mask on themselves 
irst and then help their children. 

An even better example is that of Christ, who humbled Himself to become a 
servant to us in His life and death on earth. Even when He became obedient 
to death on the Cross, Jesus looked after the worldly concerns of His mother 
Mary as He told John to take care of her (John 19:27). And yet, there were 
times when Jesus looked after His own interests, like when crowds wanted 
Him to heal their diseases, but He purposely went o  by Himself to pray, 
rest, or eat. 

The unbelieving world thinks, “If I do not look out for myself, nobody else is 
going to do it.” Christ was able to die for our salvation because He trusted 
that God the Father was looking out for Him. 

As sinners, you and I will not balance helping ourselves with helping 
other people correctly. But the same God who highly exalted Jesus in the 
resurrection now looks out for your interests by grace for the sake of Christ. 
In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. 

�ƞơƈ֕ƞƊ֕ƖƛƞơƩԄ֕�ƞƥ֕ƗƃƦƉ֕ƄƞƥƖƗƤ֕ƥƢ֕�ƘƤƗ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƛƘƊƉӕƄƛƞƞƈ֕ƃƢ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƟơƘƅƉԄ֕�ƉƦƉơ֕
grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacri ice. Give us faith to trust You 
ƄƞƛƈƛƩԄ֕�ƞƟƉԄ֕Ƥƞ֕ƢƤƃƩ֕ƞƥơ֕ƢƞƥƛƢ֕ƞƝ֕�ƞƥԈ֕�ƥƤԄ֕ƞƗԄ֕ƄƉƢƤ֕ƞƊ֕ƃƛƛ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƖơƃƅƉƢԄ֕�ƘƤƗ֕�ƞƥơ֕
ƛƞƦƉ֕ƞƥơ֕ƛƞƦƉ֕ơƉƝƉƧԅ֕ ֕Ӟӯ�ƞơƈ֕ƞƊ֕�ƛƞơƩԄ֕�ƞƥ֕�ƃƦƉ֕�ƞƥƖƗƤ֕�Ƣӷ֕���֕҂ѿѻԄ֕ƢƤԅѾӦ
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Tuesday of the 11th Week after Trinity
AUGUST 17, 2021

Today’s Reading: Genesis 4:1-15
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 7:1-17; 1 Corinthians 9:24-10:22

�ƞ֕�ƃƘƝ֕ƧƃƢ֕ƦƉơƩ֕ƃƝƖơƩԅ֕֕ Ӟ�ƉƝƉƢƘƢ֕Ѿ

In the Name ��of Jesus. Amen. We’ve all been angry and we know we will be 
again. But also know this: When you are angry, “sin is crouching at the door. 
Its desire is contrary to you but you must rule over it” (Genesis 4:7). 

Cain, the irst murderer, killed his own brother in anger. The details are 
missing. Some suggest Cain did not know what he was doing, but simply let 
his anger go unchecked and before he knew it, his brother was dead. 

In the emotional state of anger, we are vulnerable and easily tempted. But 
as God said to Cain: The anger is against you and you must rule over it. That 
is why it is important for us to know what is really worth getting upset about 
and what you should and should not do when you are angry. A lot of anger is 
completely unjusti ied. We let some things bother us way too much. Perhaps 
when you feel yourself getting angry you can stop and ask, “Why am I so 
upset? Is this really worth it?” 

Cain’s anger was brought on by envy. His brother brought a better sacri ice 
and the recognition Cain wanted went to his brother. We can relate 
whenever the thing we were hoping for went to someone else. These things 
are disappointing, but not worthy of rage. But without God’s help, we cannot 
rule over sin. With the aid of the Holy Spirit, we can struggle against sin and 
rule over it. Not perfectly. Not every time. But, Lord willing, we can rule over 
it long before our actions lead to horrible and irreversible consequences. 

Some things are worthy of anger. Even Jesus was angry, though it was 
tempered by compassion (Mark 3:5). The Bible tells us God’s wrath is stirred 
up over sin. It has to be. Yet this is the glorious mystery of the Gospel: God 
punishes our sin by sending Jesus to pay our debt with the result that God’s 
wrath does not remain on us sinners. In the Name � of Jesus. Amen.

�ƞƈ֕ƢƗƞƧƢ֕ƗƘƢ֕ƛƞƦƉ֕Ɗƞơ֕ƥƢ֕ƘƝ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƧƗƘƛƉ֕ƧƉ֕ƧƉơƉ֕ƢƤƘƛƛ֕ƢƘƝƝƉơƢԄ֕�ƗơƘƢƤ֕ƈƘƉƈ֕Ɗƞơ֕ƥƢԅ֕
Since, therefore, we have now been justi ied by his blood, much more shall we 
ƄƉ֕ƢƃƦƉƈ֕ƄƩ֕ƗƘƜ֕ƊơƞƜ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƧơƃƤƗ֕ƞƊ֕�ƞƈԅ֕֕ Ӟ�ƞƜƃƝƢ֕ѿԇ҂ӕ
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Wednesday of the 11th Week after Trinity
AUGUST 18, 2021

Today’s Reading: �Ɯƃƛƛ֕�ƃƤƉƅƗƘƢƜԇ֕Baptism, part 1
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 7:18-20; 1 Corinthians 10:23-11:16

�ƗƃƤ֕ƘƢ֕�ƃƟƤƘƢƜԉ֕ ֕ Small Catechism:֕�ƃƟƤƘƢƜӦ

In the Name ��of Jesus. Amen. How do you answer this question? Luther’s 
answer is a good start: “Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water 
included in God’s command and combined with God’s word.” But let’s be a 
bit broader. 

What is a baptism? Simply put, baptism is a ceremonial washing. Christian 
Baptism is the kind of washing Christians do as Jesus commanded us. 
Before Jesus instituted Christian Baptism, there were di erent kinds 
of religious washings, some commanded by God in the Old Testament. 
For example, someone with a skin disease needed to wash their clothes, 
shave their hair, and bathe before they could be clean and return to the 
community (Leviticus 14:8-9). John’s baptizing in the Jordan River is another 
kind of ceremonial washing. This one was a baptism of repentance to 
prepare sinners to receive Jesus, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world. 

What is Christian Baptism? Just before ascending into heaven, Jesus 
commanded His disciples to “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you and surely I will 
be with you always even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). To this day, 
we follow His command and baptize in this Name, trusting His promise to 
always be with us. We also keep baptizing and teaching together. A Christian 
is not only baptized, or only taught, but a true Christian disciple of Jesus is 
made through baptizing and teaching. 

Let’s o er another kind of answer to our question, “What is Baptism?” It 
is a precious gift, a great comfort, and a profound mystery as God works 
through it to make me His own. It assures me that for Jesus’ sake, my sins 
are washed away and I have been united with Christ and made an heir of His 
kingdom. In the Name � of Jesus. Amen.

�ƞƈӶƢ֕ƞƧƝ֕ƅƗƘƛƈԄ֕	֕ƖƛƃƈƛƩ֕ƢƃƩ֕ƘƤԇ֕	֕ƃƜ֕ƄƃƟƤƘƪƉƈ֕ƘƝƤƞ֕�ƗơƘƢƤӽ֕�ƉԄ֕ƄƉƅƃƥƢƉ֕	֕ƅƞƥƛƈ֕
ƝƞƤ֕ƟƃƩ֕ƘƤԄ֕�ƃƦƉ֕ƜƩ֕Ɗƥƛƛ֕ơƉƈƉƜƟƤƘƞƝ֕ƟơƘƅƉԅ֕�ƞ֕	֕ƝƉƉƈ֕ƉƃơƤƗӶƢ֕ƤơƉƃƢƥơƉƢ֕ƜƃƝƩԉ֕
	֕ƗƃƦƉ֕ƞƝƉ֕ƧƞơƤƗ֕ƜƞơƉ֕ƤƗƃƝ֕ƃƝƩ֕�ƗƃƤ֕ƄơƞƥƖƗƤ֕ƜƉ֕ƢƃƛƦƃƤƘƞƝ֕ƊơƉƉ֕�ƃƢƤƘƝƖ֕Ƥƞ֕
ƉƤƉơƝƘƤƩӽ֕֕ Ӟӯ�ƞƈӶƢ֕�ƧƝ֕�ƗƘƛƈԄ֕	֕�ƛƃƈƛƩ֕�ƃƩ֕	Ƥӷ֕���֕ѿ҃ѾԄ֕ƢƤԅѻӦ
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Wednesday of the 14th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 8, 2021

Today’s Reading: �Ɯƃƛƛ֕�ƃƤƉƅƗƘƢƜԇBaptism, part 4
Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 5:9-27; Philippians 1:1-20

�ƗƃƤ֕ƈƞƉƢ֕ƢƥƅƗ֕ƄƃƟƤƘƪƘƝƖ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕ƧƃƤƉơ֕ƘƝƈƘƅƃƤƉԉ֕	Ƥ֕ƘƝƈƘƅƃƤƉƢ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƛƈ֕
�ƈƃƜ֕ƘƝ֕ƥƢ֕ƢƗƞƥƛƈ֕ƄƩ֕ƈƃƘƛƩ֕ƅƞƝƤơƘƤƘƞƝ֕ƃƝƈ֕ơƉƟƉƝƤƃƝƅƉ֕ƄƉ֕ƈơƞƧƝƉƈ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƈƘƉ֕
ƧƘƤƗ֕ƃƛƛ֕ƢƘƝƢ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƉƦƘƛ֕ƈƉƢƘơƉƢԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƃ֕ƝƉƧ֕ƜƃƝ֕ƢƗƞƥƛƈ֕ƈƃƘƛƩ֕ƉƜƉơƖƉ֕ƃƝƈ֕
ƃơƘƢƉ֕Ƥƞ֕ƛƘƦƉ֕ƄƉƊƞơƉ֕�ƞƈ֕ƘƝ֕ơƘƖƗƤƉƞƥƢƝƉƢƢ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƟƥơƘƤƩ֕ƊƞơƉƦƉơԅ

�ƗƉơƉ֕ƘƢ֕ƤƗƘƢ֕ƧơƘƤƤƉƝԉ֕�Ƥԅ֕�ƃƥƛ֕ƧơƘƤƉƢ֕ƘƝ֕�ƞƜƃƝƢ֕ƅƗƃƟƤƉơ֕ƢƘƨԇ֕ӯ�Ɖ֕ƧƉơƉ֕
ƤƗƉơƉƊƞơƉ֕ƄƥơƘƉƈ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕�ƘƜ֕ƤƗơƞƥƖƗ֕ƄƃƟƤƘƢƜ֕ƘƝƤƞ֕ƈƉƃƤƗ֕ƘƝ֕ƞơƈƉơ֕ƤƗƃƤԄ֕ƙƥƢƤ֕ƃƢ֕
�ƗơƘƢƤ֕ƧƃƢ֕ơƃƘƢƉƈ֕ƊơƞƜ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƈƉƃƈ֕ƤƗơƞƥƖƗ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƖƛƞơƩ֕ƞƊ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƃƤƗƉơԄ֕ƧƉ֕Ƥƞƞ֕ƜƃƩ֕
ƛƘƦƉ֕ƃ֕ƝƉƧ֕ƛƘƊƉԅӷ֕ ֕ Small Catechism:֕�ƃƟƤƘƢƜӦ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. “Return to your Baptism!” Before I was a 
pastor, I heard my Lutheran professors say this in class, my pastor preach it, 
and I read it in Lutheran magazines and books. I knew it was right to do, but 
what does it mean?  Obviously they were not telling me to time-travel back 
to when the water went across my head and watch it happen, though that 
could be kind of cool to be able to do.  But I was not entirely sure what they 
meant by it. 

Luther gives us answers. In the Small Catechism, he says that you return to 
your Baptism by daily contrition and repentance. In the Large Catechism, 
he writes, “Even though someone falls from [Baptism] and sins, we always 
have access to it so that we may again subdue the old creature. Repentance, 
therefore, is nothing else than a return and approach to Baptism, to resume 
and practice what has earlier been begun but abandoned.”

Ok, so to return to your Baptism is to repent, but what does that mean?  It is 
not simply regret or a frustration with facing consequences. 2 Corinthians 
7:10 refers to that as a “worldly grief [that] produces death.”  Godly 
repentance that leads to life is a whole di erent mindset. It is both sorrow 
over your sin AND it is faith in Christ’s forgiveness. The word “repent” is 
from a Latin word that literally means “to re-think.”  You are now thinking in 
a di erent way about the sin you did AND about Jesus who died to take away 
that sin of yours. The Hebrew word for repentance means “to be turned.” So 
it is not that you are turning yourself around, but your Savior God is turning 
you away from your sin and toward Him again. As long as you live in this 
old world with your sinful nature, each time you return to your Baptism 
the Lord will have an abundant amount of forgiveness there for you! In the 
Name � of Jesus. Amen. 

ƉơƅƘƊƥƛ֕�ƞơƈԄ֕ƅƛƉƃƝƢƉ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƈƉƊƉƝƈ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƟƉƞƟƛƉ֕ƥƝƘƤƉƈ֕Ƥƞ֕�ƞƥ֕ƘƝ֕�ƃƟƤƘƢƜ֕ƄƩ֕�ƞƥơ֕
sacri ice. Give us grace to receive the fruits of Your cross and daily follow in 
�ƞƥơ֕ƧƃƩԈ֕Ɗƞơ֕�ƞƥ֕ƛƘƦƉ֕ƃƝƈ֕ơƉƘƖƝ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƃƤƗƉơ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞƛƩ֕�ƟƘơƘƤԄ֕ƞƝƉ֕�ƞƈԄ֕
ƝƞƧ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƊƞơƉƦƉơԅ֕�ƜƉƝԅ
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Tuesday of the 14th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 7, 2021

Today’s Reading: Galatians 5:16-24
Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 4:48-5:8; Ephesians 6:1-24

For the desires of the �esh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit 
are against the �esh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from 
ƈƞƘƝƖ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƤƗƘƝƖƢ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƧƃƝƤ֕Ƥƞ֕ƈƞԅ֕ ֕Ӟ�ƃƛƃƤƘƃƝƢ֕ѿԇѻҁӦ֕

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. When God commands us not to do things, 
it is not that He is just giving us hoops to jump through to see if we will do 
what He says, like a dog doing tricks. The works of the old sinful nature 
are poisonous and destructive to the fruit of the spirit. They get in the 
way of godly love, joy, peace, and all other good things! You can easily see 
that just from the last week of our Re�ections Scripture passages. King 
Herod Antipas could not do the right thing for John the Baptist because his 
sensuality and sexual immorality controlled him. The envy of the robbers 
on the road to Jericho led them to beat up the poor traveler. The strife and 
anger between the Northern Kingdom and Southern Kingdom led to a war 
that nearly resulted in people treating their own distant family members as 
slaves if God had not stepped in. The Judaizers divided the congregation at 
Galatia against Paul. 

The old sinful nature is a bully who gets in your face about doing what it 
wants you to do. But the Holy Spirit, who was poured into you at Baptism, is 
not intimidated. He refuses to back down, staring right back into your sinful 
nature’s cold deadly eyes. He teaches you that God loves you sacri icially, 
even giving up His own Son on the Cross to have you. And that results in 
the fruit of a love that is sacri icial as well, not sacri icing other people for 
the sake of your deadly desires, but sacri icing your own comforts for the 
needs of your neighbor. This looks like John the Baptist’s being willing to 
sit in prison because King Herod Antipas needed to repent. This looks like 
Northern Kingdom soldiers not only freeing their captives, but giving them 
clothing and other treasure. This looks like one leper sacri icing time on 
the road back to his family so that he can return to Jesus. This looks like a 
traveler through a foreign land that hates him rescuing a dead man and 
paying for his healing. 

This looks like you as well, for you belong to Jesus and “have cruci ied the 
�esh with its passions and desires” (Galatians 5:24) when you were baptized 
into His death that sets you free from sin. In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. 

�ƛƜƘƖƗƤƩ֕�ƞƈԄ֕ƖơƃƝƤ֕ƥƢ֕ƃ֕ƢƘƝƅƉơƉ֕ƛƞƦƉ֕Ɗƞơ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƞƝƉ֕ƃƝƞƤƗƉơԄ֕ƃ֕ƙƞƩƊƥƛ֕ƗƞƟƉ֕ƘƝ֕
�ƞƥơ֕ƜƉơƅƩԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƟƉƃƅƉ֕ƞƊ֕�ƗơƘƢƤ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƟƃƢƢƉƢ֕ƃƛƛ֕ƥƝƈƉơƢƤƃƝƈƘƝƖԅ֕�ƜƉƝԅ
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Thursday of the 11th Week after Trinity
AUGUST 19, 2021

Today’s Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-10
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 11:1-27; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34

�ƞƧ֕	֕Ƨƞƥƛƈ֕ơƉƜƘƝƈ֕ƩƞƥԄ֕ƄơƞƤƗƉơƢԄ֕ƞƊ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƖƞƢƟƉƛ֕	֕ƟơƉƃƅƗƉƈ֕Ƥƞ֕ƩƞƥԄ֕ƧƗƘƅƗ֕Ʃƞƥ֕
ơƉƅƉƘƦƉƈԄ֕ƘƝ֕ƧƗƘƅƗ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƢƤƃƝƈԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƄƩ֕ƧƗƘƅƗ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƃơƉ֕ƄƉƘƝƖ֕ƢƃƦƉƈԅ֕
֕ Ӟѻ֕�ƞơƘƝƤƗƘƃƝƢ֕ѻѿԇѻӕѼӦ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. I imagine that in Paul’s day, if some pagan 
asked him, “Why are you still following that Jesus guy? Wasn’t he killed as a 
common criminal?” his response would be, “Because He didn’t stay dead!” 
The resurrection of Jesus is the foundation of the Christian faith. Without 
it, there wouldn’t be any Gospel to proclaim and there wouldn’t be any 
Christians, as Paul himself says in 1 Corinthians 15:14. 

Jesus paid for the sins of the world with His innocent death on the Cross and 
then in glorious victory, triumphed over death and the grave by rising from 
the dead. This is the very heart of the Christian Gospel and Paul says this 
Gospel which Christians receive, and in which they stand, is also saving them. 

1 Corinthians 15 is Paul’s great chapter on Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. 
He starts o  by stating he “delivered” what he “received.” This means that 
when he learned what God had done for the world in Jesus, he couldn’t keep 
it to himself. He had to make this news known. But it also means that he was 
passing on a tradition. 

The opening words should sound similar to the Nicene Creed: “And the third 
day he rose again according to the Scriptures.” Scholars believe verses 3-7 
are an early Christian creed that Paul may have received and passed on to 
the Corinthians when he was their pastor. The phrase “in accordance with 
the Scriptures” is repeated, meaning, “Jesus died and rose again, just as it 
was foretold by the prophets.” He also goes on to provide a list of witnesses of 
the resurrection. 

Jesus’ resurrection was not something just a few people claimed to 
have seen. It was not something “done in a corner” (Acts 26:26). Such a 
miraculous and world-changing event needed witnesses and as Paul 
explains, hundreds of people had seen the resurrected Christ. You have also 
received this Gospel and by it you are saved. Hold fast to the Good News 
that according to the Scriptures, Christ died and rose for you and for your 
salvation and by His grace, He has brought you to believe and will give you 
eternal life in His kingdom.In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. 

Christ, the Alpha and Omega, Christ, the irstborn from the dead, Christ, the 
ƛƘƊƉ֕ƃƝƈ֕ơƉƢƥơơƉƅƤƘƞƝԄ֕�ƗơƘƢƤԄ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƗƥơƅƗӶƢ֕ƖƛƞơƘƞƥƢ֕ƗƉƃƈԇ֕�ơƃƘƢƉ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƤƗƃƝƚƢ֕ƃƝƈ֕
ƃƈƞơƃƤƘƞƝ֕�Ɲƈ֕ƥƝƉƝƈƘƝƖ֕ƧƞơƢƗƘƟ֕ƄƉ֕�ƞ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƃƤƗƉơ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƟƘơƘƤ֕�Ɲƈ֕Ƥƞ֕�ƞƥ֕
ƉƤƉơƝƃƛƛƩԅ֕֕ Ӟӯ�ƗơƘƢƤԄ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞơƈ֕ƞƊ֕�ƞƈ֕	ƝƅƃơƝƃƤƉӷ֕���֕ѿѾѺԄ֕ƢƤԅҀӦ
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Friday of the 11th Week after Trinity
AUGUST 20, 2021

Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 12:1-25; 1 Corinthians 12:1-13

�ƞƧ֕ƅƞƝƅƉơƝƘƝƖ֕ƢƟƘơƘƤƥƃƛ֕ƖƘƊƤƢԅ֕ԅ֕ԅ֕ ֕Ӟѻ֕�ƞơƘƝƤƗƘƃƝƢ֕ѻѼ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. Miracles? Prophecy? Healing? Tongues? 
Really? Paul wrote about this subject a number of times. It seems he had 
to clear up a lot of confusion. His point in this passage is simple. He wants 
his readers to know that all Christians have gifts but not all have the same 
gifts. The Holy Spirit, “apportions to each one individually as he wills” (1 
Corinthians 12:11). Like the parts of a body, each part has a di erent purpose, 
but all parts function together for the good of the body. So it is with spiritual 
gifts and the Church: “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good” (1 Corinthians 12:7).

In the earliest days of the Church, in order to help the spread of the Gospel, 
the Holy Spirit gave spectacular gifts to the apostles that are not often seen 
today. You can read all about this in the book of Acts. Some Christians today 
still claim to speak in tongues and perform miraculous healings. Maybe they 
can. After all, the Spirit gives as He will. Yet, it is also true that there are a 
number of frauds and deceivers out there who pretend to have spiritual gifts 
in order to make money. Jesus even warned against believing in false christs 
and false prophets performing great signs and wonders (Matthew 24:24).

God has certainly given you your gifts and abilities; what are they for? 
How can you use them to serve your fellow Christians and your neighbors 
wherever you go? These are good questions for you to ask throughout your 
life and especially as you inish up school or head out of your childhood 
home for more school at a university. How can you take what God has 
given you and use it for good and in service to the Church, your family, and 
everyone you will interact with for the rest of your life?

I don’t know what unique gifts God has given you, but I do know that if 
you are a Christian, you already have the greatest gift of the Spirit. You 
confess Christ as Lord, which no one can do apart from the work of the Holy 
Spirit. You have been given faith in Jesus. Along with that faith comes the 
blessings of forgiveness, salvation, hope, and life without end. In the Name 
��of Jesus. Amen.

�ƗƉ֕ƖƘƊƤƢ֕�ƗơƘƢƤ֕ƊơƉƉƛƩ֕ƖƘƦƉƢ֕�Ɖ֕ƖƘƦƉƢ֕Ƥƞ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƜƉ֕�ƞ֕ƄƉ֕�ƘƢ֕�ƗƥơƅƗԄ֕�ƘƢ֕ƄơƘƈƉԄ֕
�ƘƢ֕ƅƗƞƢƉƝԄ֕ƢƃƦƉƈ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƊơƉƉӽ֕�ƃƘƝƤƢ֕ƄƛƉƢƤ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕ƤƗƉƢƉ֕ơƘƅƗ֕ƖƘƊƤƢ֕�ơƉ֕ƅƗƘƛƈơƉƝ֕ƧƗƞ֕
ƟơƞƅƛƃƘƜ֕�ƗƃƤ֕ƤƗƉƩ֕ƧƉơƉ֕ƧƞƝ֕ƄƩ֕�ƗơƘƢƤ֕�Ɲƈ֕ƅƛƘƝƖ֕Ƥƞ֕�ƘƢ֕ƢƤơƞƝƖ֕ƝƃƜƉԅ֕
֕ Ӟӯ�ƗƉ֕�ƘƊƤƢ֕�ƗơƘƢƤ֕�ơƉƉƛƩ֕�ƘƦƉƢӷ֕���֕ҀѺѼԄ֕ƢƤԅѻӦ
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Monday of the 14th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 6, 2021

Today’s Reading: Proverbs 4:10-23
Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 4:8-22, 32-37; Ephesians 5:15-33

	֕ƗƃƦƉ֕ƤƃƥƖƗƤ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƧƃƩ֕ƞƊ֕ƧƘƢƈƞƜԈ֕	֕ƗƃƦƉ֕ƛƉƈ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƘƝ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƟƃƤƗƢ֕ƞƊ֕
ƥƟơƘƖƗƤƝƉƢƢԅ֕�ƗƉƝ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƧƃƛƚԄ֕Ʃƞƥơ֕ƢƤƉƟ֕ƧƘƛƛ֕ƝƞƤ֕ƄƉ֕ƗƃƜƟƉơƉƈԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƘƊ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ơƥƝԄ֕
Ʃƞƥ֕ƧƘƛƛ֕ƝƞƤ֕ƢƤƥƜƄƛƉԅ֕ ֕Ӟ�ơƞƦƉơƄƢ֕ѾԇѻѻӕѻѼӦ֕

In the Name ��of Jesus. Amen. Having a holiday today (for most of us) is 
nice, but tomorrow we have to go back to the routine. Both church and 
school are starting to be busy again. Some of you have already been in 
classes for a few weeks while others have your irst day tomorrow. Sunday 
School, con irmation classes, and church meetings are resuming after a 
summer break. At some point this month or next, I will be already dreaming 
about what I want to do next summer. Maybe you are happier being busy, or 
maybe you are like me and will miss the slower pace of life.

Speaking as a father to a son, God tells us through the author of Proverbs 
that He guides us in the way of wisdom, describing it as a roadway of 
righteousness. Proverbs 4:12 reminds us that as we travel with the Lord, no 
matter whether the days are easy or packed full of work, He watches over us 
and keeps us from stumbling. 

Note that the wicked have it as their goal to make other people stumble 
(verse 16). Unfortunately for them, because they are outside of Christ’s light, 
they cannot understand that their own sin causes them to stumble (verse 
19) until they inally fall into hell. 

Even after you have received salvation from Christ, you still could choose to 
go back to the path of the wicked, but you must not do it (verse 14)! Why would 
you want to get tangled up in sin again? The way Proverbs 4 describes the 
wicked person who is obsessed with and controlled by their evil sounds like 
what Jesus says in John 8:34: “Everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin.”

However, you are free because the Son of God this very moment releases 
you from your guilt by the forgiveness He won for you on the Cross. He is the 
light of the world (John 8:12) who shines upon you to shatter your darkness, 
brighter and brighter until you get to the Last Day (Proverbs 4:18), when 
the busy schedules of this world will be done. And you know the way to get 
to that Day of rest and gladness in the Resurrection, when there will be no 
more darkness. Jesus is the Way. And the Truth. And the Life. Even though 
you die, you shall live forever in Him. In the Name ��of Jesus. Amen.

�ƞơƈ֕ƞƊ֕ƃƛƛ֕ƅơƉƃƤƘƞƝԄ֕ƖƘƦƉ֕ƥƢ֕ƧƘƢƈƞƜ֕ƘƝ֕ƃƛƛ֕ƤƗƘƝƖƢԄ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƧƉ֕ƜƃƩ֕ơƉƙƞƘƅƉ֕ƘƝ֕ƃƛƛ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕
ƘƢ֕Ɩƞƞƈ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƄƉ֕ƈƉƊƉƝƈƉƈ֕ƃƖƃƘƝƢƤ֕ƃƛƛ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƘƢ֕ƉƦƘƛԈ֕ƤƗơƞƥƖƗ֕
ƉƢƥƢ֕�ƗơƘƢƤԄ֕ƞƥơ֕�ƞơƈԅ֕
�ƜƉƝԅ
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The 14th Sunday after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 5, 2021

Today’s Reading: Luke 17:11-19
Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 2:19-25; 4:1-7; Ephesians 4:25-5:14

�ƗƉƝ֕ƞƝƉ֕ƞƊ֕ƤƗƉƜԄ֕ƧƗƉƝ֕ƗƉ֕ƢƃƧ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƗƉ֕ƧƃƢ֕ƗƉƃƛƉƈԄ֕ƤƥơƝƉƈ֕ƄƃƅƚԄ֕ƟơƃƘƢƘƝƖ֕
�ƞƈ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕ƃ֕ƛƞƥƈ֕ƦƞƘƅƉԈ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƗƉ֕ƊƉƛƛ֕ƞƝ֕ƗƘƢ֕ƊƃƅƉ֕ƃƤ֕
ƉƢƥƢӶ֕ƊƉƉƤԄ֕ƖƘƦƘƝƖ֕ƗƘƜ֕ƤƗƃƝƚƢԅ֕
�ƞƧ֕ƗƉ֕ƧƃƢ֕ƃ֕�ƃƜƃơƘƤƃƝԅ֕֕ Ӟ�ƥƚƉ֕ѻҁԇѻѿӕѻҀӦ

In the Name�� of Jesus. Amen. A friend once told me about nearly dying 
during a ierce rainstorm. Just as he saw a concrete divider in front of him 
at a sharp bend in the road, a semi truck driving the opposite way splashed 
water that covered his windshield. In that split second of blindness, he 
was convinced it was all over and that there was no way he could avoid 
crashing into the concrete!  But when the wipers helped him to see again, he 
discovered that somehow he made it safely through the curve. 

Once he got to his destination, he phoned his wife to tell her what happened. 
She responded, “The Lord was really with you!”  And that embarrassed him, 
because until that moment he had not thought about God’s hand in rescuing 
him. Then it was my turn to feel ashamed as I wondered how many times I 
had forgotten to thank the Lord, like when a loose tire on the freeway barely 
missed me, �ying safely behind my car.

Time after time we get reminded of how we fail to be grateful to God for 
His large and small gifts. Our unbelief only wants to be saved from some 
problems but not others. It is not interested in all the goodness that God 
wants to give us. The nine were happy that Jesus healed their leprosy, but 
they were not interested in more from Him. The Samaritan, on the other 
hand, wanted more!  He returned to fall at the feet of Jesus and spend more 
time with this Person who saved him. 

Notice that Luke tells us in verse 11 that Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem. 
And you know what He is going to do there: su er betrayal and unjust trials, 
endure mockery, spit, and beatings, until He inally dies on the Cross to 
cleanse you and me of all unrighteousness and all our thankless moments 
and thoughtless unbelief. This is the Jesus whom we return to Sunday after 
Sunday, bowing before His feet as we confess our sins, and receiving His 
healing as He feeds us with the bread that is His Body and the wine that is 
His Blood. As in today’s Gospel, Jesus stands and waits. He is not stingy in 
His gift-giving, but blesses us with riches beyond what we could imagine or 
ever deserve. In the Name ��of Jesus. Amen. 

�֕�ƞơƈԄ֕ƚƉƉƟ֕�ƞƥơ֕�ƗƥơƅƗ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƟƉơƟƉƤƥƃƛ֕ƜƉơƅƩԈ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƄƉƅƃƥƢƉ֕ƞƊ֕ƞƥơ֕ƊơƃƘƛƤƩ֕
ƧƉ֕ƅƃƝƝƞƤ֕ƄƥƤ֕ƊƃƛƛԄ֕ƚƉƉƟ֕ƥƢ֕ƉƦƉơ֕ƄƩ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƗƉƛƟ֕ƊơƞƜ֕ƃƛƛ֕ƤƗƘƝƖƢ֕ƗƥơƤƊƥƛ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƛƉƃƈ֕
us to all things pro itable to our salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
�ƞơƈԄ֕ƧƗƞ֕ƛƘƦƉƢ֕ƃƝƈ֕ơƉƘƖƝƢ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕�ƞƥ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞƛƩ֕�ƟƘơƘƤԄ֕ƞƝƉ֕�ƞƈԄ֕ƝƞƧ֕ƃƝƈ֕
ƊƞơƉƦƉơԅ֕�ƜƉƝԅ֕֕ Ӟ�ƞƛƛƉƅƤ֕Ɗƞơ֕ƤƗƉ֕ѻѾƤƗ֕�ƥƝƈƃƩ֕ƃƊƤƉơ֕�ơƘƝƘƤ
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Saturday of the 11th Week after Trinity
AUGUST 21, 2021

Today’s Reading: Introit for the 12th Sunday after Trinity 
 (Psalm 70:2b, 4a, 5b; antiphon: vs.1-2a)
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 1:1-4, 15-35; 1 Corinthians 12:14-31

�ƞƥ֕ƃơƉ֕ƜƩ֕ƗƉƛƟ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƜƩ֕ƈƉƛƘƦƉơƉơԈ֕�֕�ƞơƈԄ֕ƈƞ֕ƝƞƤ֕ƈƉƛƃƩӽ
֕ ֕Ӟ�ơƞƜ֕ƤƗƉ֕	ƝƤơƞƘƤ֕Ɗƞơ֕ƤƗƉ֕ѻѼƤƗ֕�ƥƝƈƃƩ֕ƃƊƤƉơ֕�ơƘƝƘƤƩӦ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. Psalm 70 expresses a prayer that sooner or 
later, every believer in God has prayed, namely: Help! It is the most basic and 
often the most sincere and heartfelt prayer.

David had his sworn enemies, both foreign and domestic. He had conquered 
rivals within Israel and many kings and armies from other nations as well. 
The number of men slain by him and the armies he led was easily in the tens 
of thousands. As a result, there were a lot of people out to get him. People 
who, as he put it, “delighted in my hurt” (Psalm 70:2).

Some might think that a man like King David wouldn’t need any help taking 
care of his enemies. Remember how quickly he dispatched Goliath? But 
David seemed to understand that whatever success he had in battle was only 
a gift from God.

When people tried talking him out of ighting Goliath, he told them, “The 
Lord...will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine” (1 Samuel 17:37). 
During the pre-battle trash-talking, David told Goliath, “This day the Lord 
will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down” (1 Samuel 17:45-46). 
David didn’t trust in his own strength, but in all his battles, He relied on God, 
his help and deliverer.

You probably haven’t had anyone actually plot to kill you, and hopefully, 
you never will! Yet, you can still relate to the need to be rescued from your 
enemies. Have you had kids put you down in order to build themselves up? 
Have they said unkind things against you and posted it online for all to see? 
Teenagers can be cruel and downright vicious. While going through these 
situations is no fun, take heart, and cry out to God for help.

In fact, the Lord God Almighty has already delivered you from your greatest 
enemies: sin and death. Jesus, the Son of David, fought Satan and defeated 
him. He gave Himself up for you on the Cross, and His victory over the 
grave in His resurrection is complete and inal. Now all who are in Him are 
delivered and will be forever. Therefore rejoice and be glad in Him and say 
evermore, “God is great!” (Psalm 70:4) In the Name ��of Jesus. Amen.

 Seek Him alone Who did atone, Who did your souls deliver. O seek Him irst, All 
Ʃƞƥ֕ƧƗƞ֕ƤƗƘơƢƤ֕�ƞơ֕ƖơƃƅƉ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƊƃƘƛƢ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƝƉƦƉơԅ֕	Ɲ֕ƉƦӶơƩ֕ƝƉƉƈ֕�ƉƉƚ֕�ƘƜ֕ƘƝƈƉƉƈԈ֕�ƞ֕
ƉƦƉơƩ֕ƗƉƃơƤ֕�Ɖ֕ƧƘƛƛ֕ƘƜƟƃơƤ֕�ƘƢ֕ƄƛƉƢƢƘƝƖƢ֕ƧƘƤƗƞƥƤ֕ƜƉƃƢƥơƉԅ֕
֕ Ӟӯ�ƉƉƚ֕�ƗƉơƉ֕�ƞƥ֕ƃƩ֕Ƥƞ֕�ƘƝƈ֕ƃ֕�ƃƩӷ֕���֕ѿѿҁԄ֕ƢƤԅѽӦ
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The 12th Sunday after Trinity
AUGUST 22, 2021

Today’s Reading: Mark 7:31-37
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 2:1-27; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

ӯ�Ɖ֕ƗƃƢ֕ƈƞƝƉ֕ƃƛƛ֕ƤƗƘƝƖƢ֕ƧƉƛƛԅ֕�Ɖ֕ƉƦƉƝ֕ƜƃƚƉƢ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƈƉƃƊ֕ƗƉƃơ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƜƥƤƉ֕
ƢƟƉƃƚԅӷ֕֕ Ӟƃơƚ֕ҁԇѽҁӦ֕

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. I had a friend who was born with severe 
hearing loss. He was totally deaf in one ear and had extremely limited 
hearing in the other. His irst language was sign language. In his teenage 
years he received a powerful hearing aid that would allow him to barely 
hear. It was a miracle that opened up a new world for him, and yet, 
communication with him was still dif icult. 

I didn’t realize how dif icult it is for the deaf. I certainly didn’t when I was 
a teen. So please understand, the deaf miss out on more than just hearing 
your favorite music. They miss out on a lot of communication with people, 
even in their own families. As a result, I think some deaf people feel cut 
o  and alienated, and this is in a time when modern technology and sign 
language exists. No such language or technology existed in Jesus’ day. I 
can only imagine that back then, the deaf felt like total outsiders, unable to 
communicate. But Jesus communicated with them. 

Because of His great compassion and love for others, it was Jesus’ joy to help 
those in need, including those who could not hear. In Mark 7, Jesus restored 
the gift of hearing and speech to someone who never heard a word before 
and would have been unable to speak on his own, but for the working of God. 
That is what this miracle showed, namely, that Jesus was the Son of God. He 
was the one the prophets had talked about, the one God promised to send 
who would restore sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf. This is also why 
the people who witnessed this miracle were “astonished beyond measure.” 
They knew they were in the presence of the Messiah. 

Whether you are deaf or can hear quite well, since you are a Christian, God 
has given you the ability to hear Him. Like a shepherd who leads His �ock 
with the sound of His voice, the Lord Jesus speaks to His Church through His 
holy Word. Whether you literally hear the Word or read it on the page, Christ 
guides and leads you. He leads you to Himself. To safety, eternally, in the 
Kingdom. One day, you, too, along with all His saints, will be astonished and 
amazed when you are perfectly restored and all your sins removed. You will 
not be cut o  from God or from any other believer again, but you will unite 
in praise of the One who redeemed you and restored God’s holy and perfect 
image in you. In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. 

�ƗƉ֕ƖƘƊƤƢ֕ƃơƉ֕ƤƗƉơƉ֕ƉƃƅƗ֕ƈƃƩ֕�ƗƉ֕ƗƞƛƩ֕�ƞơƈ֕ƘƢ֕ơƉƃƈԈ֕�ƞƈӶƢ֕ƅƗƘƛƈơƉƝ֕ƛƘƢƤƉƝԄ֕ƗƉƃơԄ֕
ơƉƅƉƘƦƉԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƤƗƉƩ֕ƃơƉ֕ƊƉƈԅ֕ ֕Ӟӯ�ƗƉ֕�ƘƊƤƢ֕�ƗơƘƢƤ֕�ơƉƉƛƩ֕�ƘƦƉƢӷ֕֕���֕ҀѺѼԄ֕ƢƤ
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Saturday of the 13th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 4, 2021

Today’s Reading: Introit for the 14th Sunday after Trinity 
 (Psalm 84:1-2a, 4, 10b, 11b; antiphon: vs.9-10a)
Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 2:1-18; Ephesians 4:1-24

�ƞƧ֕ƛƞƦƉƛƩ֕ƘƢ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƈƧƉƛƛƘƝƖ֕ƟƛƃƅƉԄ�֕�ƞơƈ֕ƞƊ֕ƗƞƢƤƢӽ֕֕Ʃ֕Ƣƞƥƛ֕ƛƞƝƖƢԄ֕ƩƉƢԄ֕ƊƃƘƝƤƢ֕
Ɗƞơ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƅƞƥơƤƢ֕ƞƊ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞơƈԅ֕֕ Ӟ�ƢƃƛƜ֕҂ѾԇѻӕѼӦ֕

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. This Introit coming during Labor Day 
weekend is a great reminder to love a speci ic neighbor of yours: those who 
really want to attend church with you (Psalm 84:2), but cannot because 
their job requires them to be busy during Divine services. Even though 
it is Sunday morning, groceries still need to be purchased, ires need to 
be fought, the injured need doctors and nurses in the hospital or nursing 
homes, criminals need to be arrested, and prisoners need to be guarded in 
jails. These are just a few of the jobs that people at my churches have had 
which kept them away from the services of God’s house. They wanted to be 
there, but they needed to care for God’s world at the same time.

So what does that have to do with you?  Rev. John Kleinig talks about “piggy-
backing” people into church with you when they are not physically there. He 
mostly means those family members who have stopped coming to church 
because their weak or dead faith does not want to be there, but “piggy-
backing” the workers who want to be in church but can’t is good, too. What 
he means is that in your prayers at church, you bring those people to God’s 
throne of mercy. For those who have lost their faith, the most important 
thing they need is a restored faith, of course. But for the people who want 
to be at church and cannot, you can pray that Christ would keep their faith 
in Him strong. You help leave their cares and concerns and thanksgivings 
at the altar. For all people, you can pray verse 9 from the Introit: “Behold 
our shield, O God; look on the face of Your anointed!” In other words, God, 
shield them from the danger of their sins as You look at our Savior Jesus!  
(Remember, “Christ” means “the Anointed One.”)

With more congregations broadcasting their services on the internet, pray 
that these workers can take time to listen to the Scriptures and sermon. 
While such people will miss out on being together with your congregational 
family, the blessings of God’s Word will produce fruits of faith in their lives. 
In the Name ��of Jesus. Amen. 

�ƞơƈ֕
ƉƢƥƢ֕�ƗơƘƢƤԄ֕ƃƢ֕ƞƝƅƉ֕�ƞƥ֕ƢƗƃơƉƈ֕ƘƝ֕ƞƥơ֕ƗƥƜƃƝ֕ƤƞƘƛ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƤƗƥƢ֕ƗƃƛƛƞƧƉƈ֕ƤƗƉ֕
Ƨƞơƚ֕ƞƊ֕ƞƥơ֕ƗƃƝƈƢԄ֕ƄƛƉƢƢ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƟơƞƢƟƉơ֕ƤƗƞƢƉ֕ƧƗƞ֕ƛƃƄƞơ֕ƘƝ֕ƞƥơ֕ƛƃƝƈԅ֕�ơƃƝƤ֕ƤƗƉƜ֕
ƃ֕ƙƥƢƤ֕ơƉƧƃơƈ֕Ɗƞơ֕ƤƗƉƘơ֕Ƨƞơƚԅ֕ƃƚƉ֕ƤƗƉƜ֕ƢƉƉ֕ƤƗƉƘơ֕ƢƉơƦƘƅƉ֕ƃƢ֕ƄƉƘƝƖ֕ƈƞƝƉ֕Ƥƞ֕�ƞƥԄ֕
ƃƝƈ֕ƖƘƦƉ֕ƤƗƉƜ֕ƤƘƜƉ֕Ƥƞ֕ƄƉ֕ƢƉơƦƉƈ֕ƄƩ֕�ƞƥ֕ƘƝ֕�ƞƥơ֕�ƞơƈ֕ƃƝƈ֕�ƃƅơƃƜƉƝƤԅ֕�ƜƉƝԅ
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Friday of the 13th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 3, 2021

Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 19:1-21; Ephesians 3:1-21

ӟ�ƛƘƙƃƗӧ֕ƢƃƘƈԄ֕ӯ	֕ƗƃƦƉ֕ƄƉƉƝ֕ƦƉơƩ֕ƙƉƃƛƞƥƢ֕Ɗƞơ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞơƈԄ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞƈ֕ƞƊ֕ƗƞƢƤƢԅ֕�ƞơ֕ƤƗƉ֕
ƟƉƞƟƛƉ֕ƞƊ֕	ƢơƃƉƛ֕ƗƃƦƉ֕ƊƞơƢƃƚƉƝ֕Ʃƞƥơ֕ƅƞƦƉƝƃƝƤԄ֕ƤƗơƞƧƝ֕ƈƞƧƝ֕Ʃƞƥơ֕ƃƛƤƃơƢԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕
ƚƘƛƛƉƈ֕Ʃƞƥơ֕ƟơƞƟƗƉƤƢ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƢƧƞơƈԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕	Ԅ֕ƉƦƉƝ֕	֕ƞƝƛƩԄ֕ƃƜ֕ƛƉƊƤԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƤƗƉƩ֕ƢƉƉƚ֕
ƜƩ֕ƛƘƊƉԄ֕Ƥƞ֕ƤƃƚƉ֕ƘƤ֕ƃƧƃƩԅӷ֕ ֕Ӟѻ֕�ƘƝƖƢ֕ѻ ԇ҃ѻѺӦ֕

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. One Sunday during college I went with my 
friend to her church. I never imagined that I would both hear a sermon that 
has stuck with me and meet a pastor who would become a dear friend about 
20 years later.

“There are no soloists in the symphony of God, Elijah,” preached Rev. 
William Cwirla. The great prophet was at the end of his rope, convinced that 
the whole world was going to hell. He had tried ighting the idolatry of King 
Ahab and the prophets of Baal. He showed decisively that the LORD is the 
only God and Baal was a fake. But that only made the king and queen mad. 
Elijah gave up on even taking one more step forward. He complained to God, 
“I’m the only one left” who believes in You.

Pastor Cwirla’s sermon put God’s response into di erent words as he taught 
us that we are in this Christianity thing together, comparing us to musicians 
in a great symphony lifting songs of praise to our God, rather than isolated 
individual soloists trying to go it alone. My own life has proven that sermon 
to be true. When I have tried to live out my faith without help, like Elijah 
thought he was doing, it has gone badly. I’ve even thought of quitting like 
Elijah did. But I am not alone. God has blessed me with brother pastors and 
countless other Christians, both Lutherans and not, who encourage me in 
my faith and work.

You are not alone, either. Now, your family might be the only Lutherans in 
your town. You might be the only Lutheran at your school--and that gets 
really lonely and awkward. However, Christ is with you, the One who went 
alone to His Cross so that you could be with Him in Paradise. Never will He 
leave you, never will He forsake you (Hebrews 13:5). 

More than that, you will never imagine the children of our Heavenly Father 
that He is preparing you to meet and befriend in the future: brothers and 
sisters in Christ for you to encourage and to be encouraged by on your 
journey through this world. In the Name � of Jesus. Amen.

ƉơƅƘƊƥƛ֕�ƃƤƗƉơԄ֕ƄƩ֕�ƞơƈ֕ƃƝƈ֕�ƃƅơƃƜƉƝƤ֕�ƞƥ֕ƗƃƦƉ֕ƅơƉƃƤƉƈ֕�ƞƥơ֕�ƗƥơƅƗ֕ƘƝ֕ƞƥơ֕
Ƨƞơƛƈ֕Ƥƞ֕ƄƉ֕ƃ֕ƅƃơƘƝƖ֕ƊƃƜƘƛƩԅ֕�ơƃƝƤ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƅƞƜƊƞơƤ֕Ƥƞ֕ƤƗƞƢƉ֕ƧƗƞ֕ƛƘƦƉ֕ƘƝ֕ƛƞƝƉƛƘƝƉƢƢԅ֕
Help them to ind a place of healing and pleasant fellowship among people 
ƊƃƘƤƗƊƥƛ֕Ƥƞ֕�ƞƥԅ֕�ƜƉƝԅ
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Monday of the 12th Week after Trinity
AUGUST 23, 2021

Today’s Reading: Isaiah 29:17-24
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 3:1-15; 2 Corinthians 1:1-22

ӯ	Ƣ֕ƘƤ֕ƝƞƤ֕ƩƉƤ֕ƃ֕ƦƉơƩ֕ƛƘƤƤƛƉ֕ƧƗƘƛƉԖӷ֕ ֕Ӟ	ƢƃƘƃƗ֕Ѽ ԇ҃ѻҁӦ֕

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. One of the great themes of the Bible is 
something called the Great Reversal. This idea is that one day a great 
transformation will take place: The low will be lifted up while the mighty 
and proud will be brought down. Mary’s song, the Magni icat that we sing in 
church, is a great example of this. So is this passage at the end of Isaiah 29. 

The prophet here speaks to what God has in mind to do for His people in a 
“very little while.” The deaf shall hear. The blind shall see. “The meek shall 
obtain fresh joy in the Lord, and the poor among mankind shall exult in the 
Holy One of Israel.” If all of this sounds familiar, it is because Jesus de ined 
His own ministry in these terms (Matthew 11:5). 

What’s more, the enemies of God’s people will come to nothing and there 
will be no more sco ers among His faithful. No more jaded and sarcastic 
“believers” who roll their eyes and doubt God’s promises. Only sincere and 
devout followers of God. In addition, the usual failings of those who make 
false claims about their enemies and deny justice to the righteous will be 
cut o . Their power will be taken away. 

But what about the lifting up of God’s people? How will they be changed? 
They will not be ashamed, but because of God’s working among them, the 
children of God will rightly praise Him. “They will sanctify the Holy One of 
Jacob [Jesus] and will stand in the awe of the God of Israel.” Even those who 
have wandered o  from the fold will repent and listen again to God. All of 
this sounds amazing! We can’t wait for this transformation to take place. 
But when will it inally happen? How long, O Lord? 

This great transformation began in the ministry of Jesus. His work of healing 
and restoring and encouraging showed what God has in mind to do. The 
removal of sickness and sorrow was a foreshadowing of what is to come. 
Even now, the Holy Spirit continues His work of changing hearts and leading 
people to a right faith in God. In this fallen world we catch glimpses of wrongs 
being righted and God’s people rightly praising. But ultimately, the Great 
Reversal will not be fully realized until the old has passed away and Christ 
comes again and makes all things new. Jesus’ work has already ensured 
that this will happen. His sacri icial death for our sins and His mighty 
resurrection from the dead assures us of the victory. The conclusion is 
certain. It’s going to happen. Just a little while. In the Name ��of Jesus. Amen.

�ƞƜƉԄ֕�ƞơƈ֕
ƉƢƥƢԄ֕ƠƥƘƅƚƛƩӽ֕ƃƝƩ֕ƞƊ֕ƥƢ֕ƃơƉ֕ƧƃƘƤƘƝƖԅ֕�ƞƤ֕ƞƝƉ֕ƞƊ֕ƥƢ֕ƧƘƛƛ֕ƄƉ֕
ƈƘƢƃƟƟƞƘƝƤƉƈԅ֕�ƜƉƝԅ
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St. Bartholomew, Apostle
AUGUST 24, 2021

Today’s Reading: Luke 22: 24-30
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 5:1-16; 2 Corinthians 1:23-2:17

ӯ�ƉƤ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƖơƉƃƤƉƢƤ֕ƃƜƞƝƖ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƄƉƅƞƜƉ֕ƃƢ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƩƞƥƝƖƉƢƤԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƛƉƃƈƉơ֕ƃƢ֕ƞƝƉ֕
ƧƗƞ֕ƢƉơƦƉƢԅӷ֕ ֕Ӟ�ƥƚƉ֕ѼѼԇ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. Today the Church remembers St. 
Bartholomew, one of the twelve apostles. Legends abound about him, but little 
is known for certain, even his name! Matthew, Mark, and Luke’s Gospels all 
mention Bartholomew, often in connection with Philip. But no Bartholomew 
is mentioned among the apostles in John’s Gospel. There, we encounter 
Nathaniel in connection with Philip (John 1:43-51). The thinking goes that 
Nathaniel, which means “gift of God,” was this man’s irst name, while 
Bartholomew, which means “Son of Tolmai,” was his title or family name. 

When we move beyond Bartholomew’s name and into his life, the 
information is even more dif icult to sort out. Some stories have been 
written about this saint,  saying that he traveled as far as India and took the 
Gospel to a group in Bombay. Another tradition has it that he and Thaddeus 
brought the Gospel to the kingdom of Armenia. These two are recognized as 
the patron saints of Armenia. That legend also makes the well-known claim 
that Bartholomew was skinned alive and beheaded, something which has 
been portrayed by many artists over the centuries. Yet another legend states 
that Bartholomew went to Ethiopia. We just don’t know. 

What is the reason for all these legends surrounding St. Bartholomew 
and the rest of the Lord’s apostles? It is likely because people have wanted 
to invent an association between their group and someone famous. They 
wanted to believe that someone who knew Jesus personally and was one of 
His insiders, also had some kind of connection with them. People still do 
this today. If you have a friend who has ever met a celebrity or a famous or 
powerful person of some kind, they have likely told you (and everyone else 
they know) all about it! Jesus wanted His chosen twelve to know that power 
and glory were not what they were to be looking for. Instead, He taught that 
the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven are those who appear to be least on 
earth, for they are servants.

We may feel like the least important person on earth, but through our 
Baptism into Christ, we are exalted and made perfect before God. That 
makes us free to be a servant to others as we rejoice in this truth that 
remains. In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. 

�ƞơƈԄ֕ƗƉƛƟ֕ƥƢ֕Ƨƃƛƚ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƢƉơƦƃƝƤ֕ƧƃƩ֕ƧƗƉơƉƦƉơ֕ƛƞƦƉ֕ƜƃƩ֕ƛƉƃƈ֕�ƝƈԄ֕ƄƉƝƈƘƝƖ֕ƛƞƧԄ֕
ƊƞơƖƉƤƤƘƝƖ֕ƢƉƛƊԄ֕�ƃƅƗ֕ƢƉơƦƉ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƞƤƗƉơӶƢ֕ƝƉƉƈԅ֕
֕ Ӟӯ�ƞơƈԄ֕�ƉƛƟ֕�Ƣ֕�ƃƛƚ֕�ƞƥơ֕�ƉơƦƃƝƤ֕�ƃƩӷ֕���֕҂ѿҁԄ֕ƢƤ
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Thursday of the 13th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 2, 2021

Today’s Reading: Galatians 3:15-22
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 18:20-40; Ephesians 2:1-22

�ƥƤ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƅơƘƟƤƥơƉ֕ƘƜƟơƘƢƞƝƉƈ֕ƉƦƉơƩƤƗƘƝƖ֕ƥƝƈƉơ֕ƢƘƝԄ֕Ƣƞ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƟơƞƜƘƢƉ֕ƄƩ֕
ƊƃƘƤƗ֕ƘƝ֕
ƉƢƥƢ֕�ƗơƘƢƤ֕ƜƘƖƗƤ֕ƄƉ֕ƖƘƦƉƝ֕Ƥƞ֕ƤƗƞƢƉ֕ƧƗƞ֕ƄƉƛƘƉƦƉԅ֕֕ Ӟ�ƃƛƃƤƘƃƝƢ֕ѽԇѼѼӦ

In the Name ��of Jesus. Amen. Paul is super frustrated with the Christians 
in Galatia. The Holy Spirit had worked through Paul to bring these young 
Gentile Christians to faith in Jesus, so he cared for them personally.

However, soon after the apostle left town, false teachers known as Judaizers 
distorted the Bible’s teachings. “That Paul guy did a great job getting your 
belief in God started. But if you really want to be on the Lord’s good side, 
you must learn to practice your Christianity in Jewish ways. You will never 
unlock all the blessings that God has for you unless you follow all the 
commands that God gave to Moses. We will teach you what to eat and when. 
(By the way, no bacon for you!)  Then we will get you circumcised so that you 
can become a great ‘son of Abraham’ like we are and unlock all the blessings 
that God is holding back from you until you do these things.”

Paul writes to prove that their false gospel is wrong. In Galatians 3 and 4, 
he starts throwing Old Testament passages at his enemies. They made a big 
mistake in bringing up Abraham to try and trick his friends into believing 
their lies, because the Lord blessed him long before he was circumcised 
or did any other works for God!  In fact, God’s Law was not given to Moses 
until four centuries later. God simply promised freely that Abraham had 
God’s blessing. “Abraham ‘believed God and it was counted to him as 
righteousness” (Galatians 3:6, quoting Genesis 15:6). And since that is how 
God put Abraham on His good side, that is how you are there, too!  You are 
a “son of Abraham” only because God has given you faith (Galatians 3:7),not 
because of anything you do. 

So then, why did God give the Law?  Well, it is kind of like when a friend of 
mine did not know he had a deadly skin cancer on his back. During a regular 
checkup his doctor saw it and got him treated. He would have had no clue 
how close he was to dying if the doctor had not said something. Galatians 
3:22 teaches us that God’s Law reveals our sin to us, telling us that we are all 
dying because of it and heading to hell. Then we know how much we need 
Christ Jesus. And we rejoice that it is by faith in Christ’s work to death on the 
Cross, and not by our works,  that we receive the blessings of forgiveness, 
life, and salvation. In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. 

�ƞƤƗƘƝƖ֕ƘƝ֕ƜƩ֕ƗƃƝƈ֕	֕ƄơƘƝƖԄ֕�ƘƜƟƛƩ֕Ƥƞ֕�ƗƩ֕ƅơƞƢƢ֕	֕ƅƛƘƝƖԈ֕�ƃƚƉƈԄ֕ƅƞƜƉ֕Ƥƞ֕�ƗƉƉ֕
for dress; Helpless look to Thee for grace; Foul, I to the fountain �y; Wash me, 
�ƃƦƘƞơԄ֕ƞơ֕	֕ƈƘƉԅ֕ ֕Ӟӯ�ƞƅƚ֕ƞƊ֕�ƖƉƢԄ֕�ƛƉƊƤ֕Ɗƞơ֕Ɖӷ֕���֕ҁҀѻԄ֕Ƣ
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Wednesday of the 13th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 1, 2021

Today’s Reading: �Ɯƃƛƛ֕�ƃƤƉƅƗƘƢƜԇBaptism, part 3
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 18:1-19; Ephesians 1:1-23

�ƉƟƉƝƤ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƄƉ֕ƄƃƟƤƘƪƉƈ֕ƉƦƉơƩ֕ƞƝƉ֕ƞƊ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƘƝ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƝƃƜƉ֕ƞƊ֕
ƉƢƥƢ֕�ƗơƘƢƤ֕Ɗƞơ֕
ƤƗƉ֕ƊƞơƖƘƦƉƝƉƢƢ֕ƞƊ֕Ʃƞƥơ֕ƢƘƝƢԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƧƘƛƛ֕ơƉƅƉƘƦƉ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƖƘƊƤ֕ƞƊ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞƛƩ֕�ƟƘơƘƤԅ֕
For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far o , 
ƉƦƉơƩƞƝƉ֕ƧƗƞƜ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞơƈ֕ƞƥơ֕�ƞƈ֕ƅƃƛƛƢ֕Ƥƞ֕ƗƘƜƢƉƛƊԅ֕ ֕Ӟ�ƅƤƢ֕Ѽԇѽ҂ӕѽ҃Ӧ֕

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. When I was 11 years old, I went with my best 
friend to his Baptist Bible camp. I had a good time most of the week. (I mean, 
it was not as good as an HT Conference, but nothing is!)  The last night there, 
one of the counselors told me that since I was baptized as a baby, I should 
decide to be baptized again so that it would be more meaningful rather than 
something my parents chose for me.

I came home with a brain swamped by questions. Had my parents made 
a mistake and done things wrong?  Did my Baptism mean anything since 
I didn’t choose it?  The worst question of all was wondering what would 
happen if my parents or pastor found out that I was questioning my 
Baptism!  I (WRONGLY) imagined it would go badly for me, so I kept my 
questions to myself, which only made things worse.

Thankfully God knew how to rescue me from these doubts without my 
asking Him to. During con irmation classes about two years later, Pastor 
Rauschek and Mrs. MacLain used the Scriptures and the Small Catechism 
to teach us the answers to all the questions I was too afraid to talk about. I 
learned that Baptism means what God says it means. It is a life-giving water, 
rich in grace no matter when it happens in a person’s life. 

My parents had made no mistake getting me baptized about a week after I 
was born. Again and again the Scriptures rejoice over all the things that God 
does in Baptism and really does not say much about what you and I do there!  
He unites us to Christ’s death and resurrection (Romans 6), gives us a new 
birth from above (John 3), washes away our sins and pours the Holy Spirit 
into our hearts (Titus 3). Best of all, God’s promises in Baptism are for adults 
and for children (Acts 2). And there is nothing I could do to make it more 
meaningful than that! In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. 

�ƘƝԄ֕ƈƘƢƤƥơƄ֕ƜƩ֕Ƣƞƥƛ֕Ɲƞ֕ƛƞƝƖƉơԇ֕	֕ƃƜ֕ƄƃƟƤƘƪƉƈ֕ƘƝƤƞ֕�ƗơƘƢƤӽ֕	֕ƗƃƦƉ֕ƅƞƜƊƞơƤ֕ƉƦƉƝ֕
stronger: Jesus’ cleansing sacri ice. Should a guilty conscience seize me since 
my Baptism did release me In a dear forgiving �ood, Sprinkling me with Jesus’ 
Ƅƛƞƞƈԉ֕֕ Ӟӯ�ƞƈӶƢ֕�ƧƝ֕�ƗƘƛƈԄ֕	֕�ƛƃƈƛƩ֕�ƃƩ֕	Ƥӷ֕���֕ѿ҃ѾԄ֕Ƣ
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Wednesday of the 12th Week after Trinity
AUGUST 25, 2021

Today’s Reading: �Ɯƃƛƛ֕�ƃƤƉƅƗƘƢƜԇBaptism, pt. 2
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 7:51-8:21; 2 Corinthians 3:1-18

What bene its does Baptism give?  (Small Catechism: �ƃƟƤƘƢƜӦ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. Lutherans understand just how important 
Holy Baptism is. As Luther explains in the catechism, “[Baptism] works 
forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal 
salvation to all who believe this…” Baptism is no symbol or representation of 
something else, it is itself a means of grace. That is, Holy Baptism channels 
the blessings of Christ’s work--forgiveness, liberation from death and hell, 
even eternal life--to the person being baptized. What bene its does Baptism 
give? It gives to sinners what none of us deserve but all of us need!

But notice to whom this is given: “. . . to all who believe this.” This is important 
to note, because there are some who think of Baptism as a spell that is cast 
or ritual that is performed which guarantees that you will go to heaven. 
That’s not how it works. If it worked this way, we might as well open the ire 
hydrant on the street corner, spray everyone who passes by with water, and 
shout the Trinity at them!

Baptism doesn’t work this way because the gifts it bestows are only 
received by faith, the faith that God gives and sustains through His Word 
and Sacraments. For example: A child is baptized, but is raised in an anti-
religious home. He doesn’t believe in Jesus or look to Him for salvation. 
In fact, he sco s at the fact that he was baptized, because he thinks it is 
nothing but a silly superstition, or something his grandparents thought was 
important, but that he never cared about. This man’s Baptism won’t bene it 
him. It’s not because Baptism doesn’t work and deliver that man salvation in 
Christ, but because that man hasn’t only rejected Baptism, he has rejected 
Jesus Christ. On the other hand, if he trusted in Jesus and looked to Him for 
salvation, he wouldn’t despise his own Baptism and all the blessings o ered 
therein would be his.

There is no automatic guarantee that if a person is baptized, that person will 
be saved. Unbelief negates the blessings o ered in Baptism. This works the 
other way, too. People wonder about the unbaptized. Since Baptism works 
salvation, can the unbaptized be saved? Just as rejecting Christ can negate a 
person’s Baptism because of a lack of faith, so also a person who has faith in 
Jesus, yet never has the opportunity to be baptized, will not be condemned. 
An example is the thief on the cross. Put simply: Lack of Baptism does not 
condemn, but despising Baptism does. Because you have been given the gift 
of faith and were baptized, you are marked as one of His own. All the blessings 
Jesus won for sinners--forgiveness, salvation, and life--are truly yours. In the 
Name � of Jesus. Amen.



22 HIGHER THINGS® REFLECTIONS 
TRINITY 10-15 2021

Thursday of the 12th Week after Trinity
AUGUST 26, 2021

Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 8:22-30, 46-63; 2 Corinthians 4:1-18

ӯ�ƞ֕ƧƉ֕ƈƞ֕ƝƞƤ֕ƛƞƢƉ֕ƗƉƃơƤԅӷ֕ ֕ӞѼ֕�ƞơƘƝƤƗƘƃƝƢ֕ѾԇѻҀӦ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. Proclaiming the Good News of Christ in the 
irst century AD wasn’t easy. Teaching God’s Word meant facing resistance, 

hostility, and persecution. Paul says that he and his companions were 
a icted in every way.

In such an environment, it would be tempting to change the message to 
make the Gospel more appealing. If you made it it in with the popular 
culture, then no one would take o ense and you wouldn’t have to su er. But 
Paul called this “disgraceful underhanded ways,” and he refused to “practice 
cunning or to tamper with God’s Word.” Paul would not compromise truth 
for his own convenience.

But wouldn’t compromising result in more people knowing Jesus? Not really. 
Giving people a watered-down, false version of Jesus isn’t going to put them 
on the path to salvation. Further, Paul explains that if the Gospel is veiled, 
“It is veiled to those who are perishing,” that is, to those who are lost in sin 
and deluded by Satan, for “the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ.” (2 Corinthians 4:3).

How similar things are today! While most Christians are spared physical 
persecution, we who by God’s grace have been called to believe in Jesus still 
face a lot of hostility and mockery. We, too, encounter unbelievers blinded 
by the god of this world. In such an environment it would be easy to give up 
on evangelism and say, “Why bother?”

Paul tells us the answer: Just as God the Father raised Jesus from the dead, so 
He will raise His Christians and bring us into His presence, “so that as grace 
extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory 
of God” (2 Corinthians 4:15).  Why proclaim the Good News if you may have to 
su er? Because the end result is worth it! Grace will extend to more people, 
thanksgiving will increase, and all of this will bring more glory to God.

So, no matter how bad things get, Christians don’t lose heart. “For this light 
momentary a iction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen, but to the things that 
are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are 
unseen are eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18). In the Name ��of Jesus. Amen.

�֕�ƗơƘƢƤԄ֕ƞƥơ֕ƤơƥƉ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƞƝƛƩ֕ƛƘƖƗƤԄ֕�ƝƛƘƖƗƤƉƝ֕ƤƗƞƢƉ֕ƧƗƞ֕ƢƘƤ֕ƘƝ֕ƝƘƖƗƤԈ֕�ƉƤ֕ƤƗƞƢƉ֕ƃƊƃơ֕
ƝƞƧ֕ƗƉƃơ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƦƞƘƅƉ֕�Ɲƈ֕ƘƝ֕Ʃƞƥơ֕Ɗƞƛƈ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕ƥƢ֕ơƉƙƞƘƅƉԅ֕
֕ Ӟӯ�֕�ƗơƘƢƤԄ֕�ƥơ֕�ơƥƉ֕ƃƝƈ֕�ƝƛƩ֕�ƘƖƗƤӷ֕���֕҂ѽ҃Ԅ֕ƢƤԅѻӦ
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Tuesday of the 13th Week after Trinity
AUGUST 31, 2021

Today’s Reading: 2 Chronicles 28:8-15
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 16:29-17:24; 2 Corinthians 9:1-15

�ƥƤ֕ƃ֕ƟơƞƟƗƉƤ֕ƞƊ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞơƈ֕ƧƃƢ֕ƤƗƉơƉԄ֕ƧƗƞƢƉ֕ƝƃƜƉ֕ƧƃƢ֕�ƈƉƈԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƗƉ֕ƧƉƝƤ֕
ƞƥƤ֕Ƥƞ֕ƜƉƉƤ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƃơƜƩ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƅƃƜƉ֕Ƥƞ֕�ƃƜƃơƘƃ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƢƃƘƈ֕Ƥƞ֕ƤƗƉƜԄ֕ӯ�ƞƧ֕ƗƉƃơ֕ƜƉԄ֕
ƃƝƈ֕ƢƉƝƈ֕Ƅƃƅƚ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƅƃƟƤƘƦƉƢ֕ƊơƞƜ֕Ʃƞƥơ֕ơƉƛƃƤƘƦƉƢ֕ƧƗƞƜ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƗƃƦƉ֕ƤƃƚƉƝԄ֕Ɗƞơ֕ƤƗƉ֕
ierce wrath of the Lord is upon you.”  (2 Chronicles 28:9, 11) 

In the Name ��of Jesus. Amen. About three centuries after David had united 
the kingdom of Israel, we turn to 2 Chronicles to ind it is split into two. The 
Northern Kingdom of Israel has just won a civil war as brutal and bitter as 
the worst sibling rivalry. The writer of 2 Chronicles pulls back the curtains of 
heaven to let us know that God is directing history. The Northern Kingdom’s 
army is His tool to discipline King Ahaz and the kingdom of Judah. The Lord 
wants them to repent of their false worship, which even goes so far as to 
include child sacri ice to pagan gods in 28:3. Yikes!

The victorious warriors are all excited about the wealth of slaves they are 
bringing back home. But then Obed, the prophet of the Lord, gets in the 
way of their victory parade. And the situation completely changes as these 
soldiers suddenly have compassion for their captives. Not only do they free 
them from slavery, but they actually give us a great example of living out 
the Fifth Commandment (and Seventh as well), helping and supporting 
their neighbors in every physical need before bringing them back to their 
families in Judah!

How on earth is such a change of heart possible?  It’s not. Not with man. 
But with God all things are possible. As the Lord sent His Word down from 
heaven through the mouth of His servant Obed, it worked repentance into 
the soldiers’ hearts. Just like when Jonah preached repentance to Nineveh. 
Just like when your pastor or a fellow Christian speaks God’s Word to you 
and it works to create and strengthen your faith in Christ, the mighty 
warrior of the Lord, who has freed you from your captivity to sin and clothes 
you with His righteousness. In the Name � of Jesus. Amen.

�ƞơƈ֕
ƉƢƥƢ֕�ƗơƘƢƤԄ֕ƘƝ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƈƉƉƟ֕ƅƞƜƟƃƢƢƘƞƝ֕�ƞƥ֕ơƉƢƅƥƉ֕ƥƢ֕ƊơƞƜ֕ƧƗƃƤƉƦƉơ֕ƜƃƩ֕
ƗƥơƤ֕ƥƢԅ֕�ƉƃƅƗ֕ƥƢ֕Ƥƞ֕ƛƞƦƉ֕�ƞƥ֕ƃƄƞƦƉ֕ƃƛƛ֕ƤƗƘƝƖƢ֕ƃƝƈ֕Ƥƞ֕ƛƞƦƉ֕ƞƥơ֕ƝƉƘƖƗƄƞơƢ֕ƃƢ֕
ƞƥơƢƉƛƦƉƢԈ֕Ɗƞơ֕�ƞƥ֕ƛƘƦƉ֕ƃƝƈ֕ơƉƘƖƝ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƃƤƗƉơ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞƛƩ֕�ƟƘơƘƤԄ֕ƞƝƉ֕�ƞƈԄ֕
ƝƞƧ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƊƞơƉƦƉơԅ֕�ƜƉƝԅ
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Monday of the 13th Week after Trinity
AUGUST 30, 2021

Today’s Reading: Luke 10:21-37
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 12:20-13:5, 33-34; 2 Corinthians 8:1-24


ƉƢƥƢ֕ƢƃƘƈ֕Ƥƞ֕ƗƘƜԄ֕ӯ�ƞƥ֕ƗƃƦƉ֕ƃƝƢƧƉơƉƈ֕ƅƞơơƉƅƤƛƩԈ֕ƈƞ֕ƤƗƘƢԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƧƘƛƛ֕ƛƘƦƉԅӷ֕
֕ Ӟ�ƥƚƉ֕ѻѺԇѼ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. Context is pretty important. What are the 
facts surrounding the situation?            

“Mom, can I use the car this weekend?”           

“What needs to happen before I let you drive?”           

“My room needs to be clean.”

           “You got it--do this and you get the keys.”

If this conversation happened when I was a teen, the condition of my room 
meant I would not get the car until long after the weekend was over!  I 
probably would have tried asking, “Exactly how clean does it need to be?” 

Jesus sounds like He is saying that a person can do good works to get 
themselves into eternal life. “Do this and you will live.” Context helps us 
to understand why Jesus says this. The lawyer asked Him a Law question, 
so Jesus gave the man a Law answer. And the Law starts to do its work 
on the man like a mirror, showing him that he had not lived a life that is 
clean enough to inherit eternity. He tried to justify himself by limiting the 
neighbors he needed to love, and that was when Jesus described a perfect 
standard of love in the good Samaritan--a standard the lawyer knew he 
could not live up to.

Neither can you. Nor can I. However, the Gospel message is that Someone 
completely di erent and foreign from us has. While keeping His life 
perfectly clean, Christ found us after sin and death had beaten the life out of 
us. He showed us mercy by taking up our burdens and paying for our healing 
not with silver or gold, but with His precious blood and innocent su ering 
and death. By His death, you inherit His eternal life for free. 

Now you and I go and do likewise in having compassion on those around us, 
not because we can save ourselves, but because this is the way we start over 
and live again in the life of Christ after He has saved us by His mercy. In the 
Name � of Jesus. Amen. 

�ƗƉ֕�ƃƧ֕ơƉƦƉƃƛƢ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƖƥƘƛƤ֕ƞƊ֕ƢƘƝ֕�Ɲƈ֕ƜƃƚƉƢ֕ƥƢ֕ƅƞƝƢƅƘƉƝƅƉӕƢƤơƘƅƚƉƝԈ֕�ƥƤ֕ƤƗƉƝ֕ƤƗƉ֕
�ƞƢƟƉƛ֕ƉƝƤƉơƢ֕ƘƝ֕�ƗƉ֕ƢƘƝƊƥƛ֕Ƣƞƥƛ֕Ƥƞ֕ƠƥƘƅƚƉƝԅ֕�ƞƜƉ֕Ƥƞ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƅơƞƢƢԄ֕ƤơƥƢƤ֕�ƗơƘƢƤԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕
ƛƘƦƉԈ֕�ƗƉ֕�ƃƧ֕Ɲƞ֕ƟƉƃƅƉ֕ƅƃƝ֕ƉƦƉơ֕ƖƘƦƉԄ֕�ƞ֕ƅƞƜƊƞơƤ֕ƃƝƈ֕Ɲƞ֕ƄƛƉƢƢƘƝƖԅ֕
֕ Ӟӯ�ƃƛƦƃƤƘƞƝ֕ƥƝƤƞ֕�Ƣ֕ƗƃƢ֕�ƞƜƉӷ֕���֕ѿѿѿԄ֕ƢƤԅ҂
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Friday of the 12th Week after Trinity
AUGUST 27, 2021

Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 9:1-9; 10:1-13; 2 Corinthians 5:1-21

ӯ�ƞƈ֕ƧƃƢ֕ơƉƅƞƝƅƘƛƘƝƖ֕ƤƗƉ֕Ƨƞơƛƈ֕Ƥƞ֕�ƘƜƢƉƛƊ֕ƘƝ֕�ƗơƘƢƤӷ֕֕ ӞѼ֕�ƞơƘƝƤƗƘƃƝƢ֕ѿԇѻ҃Ӧ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. 2 Corinthians 5 over�ows with spiritual 
treasures! Paul begins by comparing our human bodies to tents. Tents are 
fun for a little while, but they aren’t a permanent home. They aren’t built to 
last. That is what happens to our bodies and that is why Christians “groan,” 
longing to be in our true heavenly home. As our bodies break down we 
are ever more mindful that real life awaits us as God intended it from the 
beginning. Life without pain and su ering, sorrow and tears. Life in heaven 
that never ends! 

With this perspective, a Christian does not have to fear death. With Paul 
(and so many Christians through the ages) we can say, “I would prefer to be 
away from the body and at home with the Lord.” Of course, that choice is 
not ours to make. The Lord decides when our time is accomplished on this 
earth. Until that day, each of us is to make it our goal to be about the Lord’s 
business. For Paul, that meant being a missionary. For you it may mean 
something else entirely. Whatever callings you have, as son or daughter, 
sibling, friend, neighbor, classmate, employee, coworker, student, church 
member, citizen, God gives you opportunities to love and serve those He has 
placed around you. That is the best way to make use of the time God gives 
you before He calls you home. 

In the inal section of chapter 5 we ind some of the most beautiful and clear 
Gospel words in all of the New Testament: “God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them.” And, “God made 
Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.” Commit these words to memory. Recall them often! 
These words tell us how God saves us. The action is all from Him to us. The 
Father sends His Son; the Son gladly goes and takes our place as sinners. 
Though He is God, He becomes a man. In His su ering and death, He gets 
what we deserve so He can give us what we could never deserve: forgiveness 
of sins and life everlasting in heaven. It is a glorious exchange. Christ takes 
what is ours (sin and death) and gives us what is His (righteousness and life). 
And the result is perfect reconciliation with God that will never end. In the 
Name � of Jesus. Amen. 

�Ɖ֕ƥƝƈƉơƤƃƚƉƢ֕ƃ֕ƖơƉƃƤ֕ƉƨƅƗƃƝƖƉԄ֕�ƥƤƢ֕ƞƝ֕ƞƥơ֕ƗƥƜƃƝ֕ƊơƃƜƉԄ֕�Ɲƈ֕ƘƝ֕ơƉƤƥơƝ֕ƖƘƦƉƢ֕
ƥƢ֕�ƘƢ֕ơƉƃƛƜԄ֕�ƘƢ֕ƖƛƞơƩ֕ƃƝƈ֕�ƘƢ֕ƝƃƜƉԄ֕�ƘƢ֕ƖƛƞơƩ֕ƃƝƈ֕�ƘƢ֕ƝƃƜƉԅ֕
֕ Ӟӯ�ƉƤ֕�ƛƛ֕�ƞƖƉƤƗƉơ֕�ơƃƘƢƉ֕�ƥơ֕�ƞƈӷ֕���֕ѽ҂҃Ԅ֕ƢƤԅѾӦ
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Saturday of the 12th Week after Trinity
AUGUST 28, 2021

Today’s Reading: Introit for the Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist   
 (Psalm 31:1, 3, 5; antiphon: Rev. 7:14b)
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 11:1-26; 2 Corinthians 6:1-18

�Ɖ֕ƃƟƟƉƃƛ֕Ƥƞ֕Ʃƞƥ֕ƝƞƤ֕Ƥƞ֕ơƉƅƉƘƦƉ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƖơƃƅƉ֕ƞƊ֕�ƞƈ֕ƘƝ֕ƦƃƘƝԅ֕֕ ӞѼ֕�ƞơƘƝƤƗƘƃƝƢ֕ҀԇѻӦ֕

In the Name�� of Jesus. Amen. 2 Corinthians 5 ends with beautiful Gospel 
words explaining how the Father has graciously reconciled us to Himself 
through Christ Jesus. Chapter 6 picks up with a warning not to receive that 
grace in vain. The Gospel is a precious gift from God, assuring us we are 
reconciled to God apart from anything we can do. It is all an unearned gift. 
But there is a right way to receive a gift and a wrong way.

The correct way is to show gratitude and appreciation, to thank and praise 
God for what He has done. The wrong way is to take the gift for granted or 
disregard it as nothing special. Paul warns the Corinthians, “Don’t receive 
the precious gifts of God that way, instead, cherish what you have been 
given. Show gratitude and honor for the One who has blessed you”

Paul goes on to talk about how he honors God for the grace he has received 
by faithfully carrying out the mission of the Church. He takes seriously the 
notion that the time is limited and the time is now to proclaim the Gospel. 
He also makes sure he is not a stumbling block or obstacle for anyone 
coming to Christ. Paul knows that he cannot cause anyone’s salvation (that 
is the Holy Spirit’s work) but he also knows that a scandalous life on his part 
will hinder the Spirit’s work.

In the last section, Paul warns the Corinthians: “Do not be unequally yoked 
with unbelievers” (2 Corinthians 6:14). Note that Paul is not saying, “Have 
nothing to do with unbelievers.” Christians are to be salt and light to the 
world. We are to interact with unbelievers, especially as we share the Good 
News of Jesus. Yet, he is cautioning Christians against collaborating with 
unbelievers in a way that will cause Christians to be in�uenced toward 
unbelief.

Being ungrateful and letting ourselves be in�uenced by those who don’t 
believe in Christ are ways we often receive God’s gifts in vain. Thanks be to 
God that He renews our faith with the gifts of His pulpit and altar, and keeps 
us in our baptismal grace unto eternity. In the Name � of Jesus. Amen.

�ƗơƘƢƤ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƉƤƉơƝƃƛ֕�ƞơƈԅ֕�ƗƞƢƉ֕ƟơƞƜƘƢƉ֕ƗƉƃơ֕ƧƉ֕ƅƛƃƘƜԄ֕�ƗƞƢƉ֕ƖƘƊƤƢ֕ƞƊ֕ƖơƃƅƉ֕ƃơƉ֕
ƊơƉƉƛƩ֕ƟƞƥơƉƈ֕�Ɲ֕ƃƛƛ֕ƧƗƞ֕ƝƃƜƉ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƝƃƜƉԈ֕�ƘƤƗ֕ƤƗƃƝƚƊƥƛƝƉƢƢ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƟơƃƘƢƉ֕�Ɖ֕
ƢƤƃƝƈ֕ƄƉƊƞơƉ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƤƗơƞƝƉԄ֕	ƝƤƉƝƤ֕Ƥƞ֕ƢƉơƦƉ֕�ƞƥ֕ƃƛƛ֕ƞƥơ֕ƈƃƩƢ֕�Ɲƈ֕ƜƃƚƉ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƖƛƞơƩ֕
ƚƝƞƧƝԅ֕֕ Ӟӯ�ƗơƘƢƤ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƤƉơƝƃƛ֕�ƞơƈӷ֕���֕҂Ѽ҃Ԅ֕ƢƤԅѻӦ
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Today’s Reading: Mark 6:14-29
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 11:42-12:19; 2 Corinthians 7:1-16

�ƗƉ֕ƚƘƝƖ֕ƢƉƝƤ֕ƃƝ֕ƉƨƉƅƥƤƘƞƝƉơ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕ƞơƈƉơƢ֕Ƥƞ֕ƄơƘƝƖ֕
ƞƗƝӶƢ֕ƗƉƃƈԅ֕�Ɖ֕ƧƉƝƤ֕ƃƝƈ֕
ƄƉƗƉƃƈƉƈ֕ƗƘƜ֕ƘƝ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƟơƘƢƞƝ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƄơƞƥƖƗƤ֕ƗƘƢ֕ƗƉƃƈ֕ƞƝ֕ƃ֕ƟƛƃƤƤƉơ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƖƃƦƉ֕ƘƤ֕Ƥƞ֕
ƤƗƉ֕ƖƘơƛԄ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƖƘơƛ֕ƖƃƦƉ֕ƘƤ֕Ƥƞ֕ƗƉơ֕ƜƞƤƗƉơԅ֕֕ Ӟƃơƚ֕ҀԇѼҁӕѼ҂Ӧ

In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. Poor John the Baptist was trying to do God’s 
work of preparing the way for the Lord. Yet we see that it lands him in jail 
and gets him killed. Look at evil King Herod Antipas behind it all, getting 
away with it as he is free to do whatever his heart desires. 

This is one of the many ways that sin and Satan work on us, drawing our 
attention to what works in this world so that we think doing the right thing 
will hurt us and temptations will have no consequences. 

But that is an illusion. Appearances can be deceiving. Herod is not free. He is 
a captive slave to his lusts. After getting half-brother Philip’s wife Herodias 
to be his own, he refuses to leave his adulterous marriage behind when John 
calls him to repent. His sexual urges control him so that he cannot even say 
no when Herodias and Salome make their grisly demand for John’s head on 
a platter. Mark reports that then Herod’s guilty conscience had him terri ied 
that Jesus was actually John the Baptist come back from the dead to get 
revenge. In the end, Herod Antipas loved his life and lost it all.

John, however, is completely free in the place where all tears are wiped 
away. Sin can no longer hurt him as he rests from his labors in heaven with 
the Lord. And even before his execution, John was free because the Holy 
Spirit illed him. Neither his own sin nor other people’s opinions controlled 
him. He preached so people would receive God’s freedom from the sins that 
were controlling them through the forgiveness of their sin. 

Now John lives, even though he died (and even though he sinned before he 
died), all because Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world by His death. And so He took John’s sin away. And Jesus takes your sin 
away, too. You are free. In the Name � of Jesus. Amen. 

�ƛƜƘƖƗƤƩ֕�ƞƈԄ֕�ƞƥ֕ƖƃƦƉ֕�ƞƥơ֕ƢƉơƦƃƝƤ֕
ƞƗƝ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƃƟƤƘƢƤ֕Ƥƞ֕ƄƉ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƊƞơƉơƥƝƝƉơ֕ƞƊ֕
�ƞƥơ֕�ƞƝԄ֕
ƉƢƥƢ֕�ƗơƘƢƤԄ֕ƘƝ֕ƄƞƤƗ֕ƗƘƢ֕ƟơƉƃƅƗƘƝƖ֕ƞƊ֕ơƉƟƉƝƤƃƝƅƉ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƗƘƢ֕ƘƝƝƞƅƉƝƤ֕
ƈƉƃƤƗԅ֕�ơƃƝƤ֕ƤƗƃƤ֕ƧƉԄ֕ƧƗƞ֕ƗƃƦƉ֕ƈƘƉƈ֕ƃƝƈ֕ơƘƢƉƝ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕�ƗơƘƢƤ֕ƘƝ֕�ƞƛƩ֕�ƃƟƤƘƢƜԄ֕ƜƃƩ֕
daily repent of our sins, patiently su er for the sake of the truth, and fearlessly 
ƄƉƃơ֕ƧƘƤƝƉƢƢ֕Ƥƞ֕�ƘƢ֕ƦƘƅƤƞơƩ֕ƞƦƉơ֕ƈƉƃƤƗԈ֕ƤƗơƞƥƖƗ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƢƃƜƉ֕
ƉƢƥƢ֕�ƗơƘƢƤԄ֕ƞƥơ֕�ƞơƈԄ֕
ƧƗƞ֕ƛƘƦƉƢ֕ƃƝƈ֕ơƉƘƖƝƢ֕ƧƘƤƗ֕�ƞƥ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƞƛƩ֕�ƟƘơƘƤԄ֕ƞƝƉ֕�ƞƈԄ֕ƝƞƧ֕ƃƝƈ֕ƊƞơƉƦƉơԅ֕
�ƜƉƝԅ֕ ֕Ӟ�ƞƛƛƉƅƤ֕Ɗƞơ֕ƤƗƉ֕ƃơƤƩơƈƞƜ֕ƞƊ֕
ƞƗƝ֕ƤƗƉ֕�ƃƟƤƘƢƤ


