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CONTACT US 
Mailing Address 
Higher Things Conferences 
P.O. Box 155  
Holt, MO 64048 

Phone Number 
1-888-482-6630 

Higher Things Marketing Staff 
marketing@higherthings.org 

Patrick Sturdivant 
Development and Marketing Executive 
patrick@higherthings.org 

Cyndy Positano 
Registrar & Executive Assistant 
registrar@higherthings.org 

Erica Jacoby 
Executive Director 
erica@higherthings.org 

 

“If you forgive anyone his sins, 

they are forgiven.” (John 20:23) 

“I forgive you.” The three most powerful words in 
the universe. They don’t just change the universe 
for someone. They change someone’s eternity. 
They change your eternity!  

From His Cross, Jesus said, “It is finished” (John 
19:30). His once-for-all death is yours, made 
yours, and  is delivered into your ears, your heart, 
soul, mind, and strength with those three words: 
“I forgive you.” His resurrection from the dead is 
also yours. Not just yours in your Baptism—once 
is never enough for Jesus—the forgiveness 
(justification, innocent verdict) of His 
resurrection is also made yours through those 
words: “I forgive you.” Jesus delivers through 
those words all the benefits of His death and 
resurrection to all who hear and believe them; 
“He who by grace the Word believes The purchase 
of His blood receives” (LSB 614:6). 

Forgiveness of sins in His Name is everything to 
Jesus. He sends out pastors to deliver those three 
eternity-changing words all over the world. He 
sends your pastor to deliver them to you. If you 
have sins, even a specific sin, your pastor’s there 
to deliver Jesus’ forgiveness for it. It’s not just 
your pastor, either. You, too—yes, you! You were 
baptized and gifted all the people in your life so 
that “if your brother sins against you seven times 
a day and returns to you seven times saying, ‘I 
repent,’ you will forgive him” (Luke 17:4). 

“I forgive you.” Powerful words. Jesus' words. His 
words for you through “The minister whom 
Christ has sent” (LSB 614:5). Also His words for 
others through you. These words won’t just 
change your summer or transform your daily life 
as a baptized child of God. With these three 
words, Jesus changes your eternity. 
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Site Information 
North Dakota 
Dates: June 29-July 2021 
Conference Location: North Dakota State University - Fargo, ND 
Exhibitor Location: Hidatsa Room 
Table Size: 6’ 
Attendee Capacity: 1000 

Shipping: 
NDSU Memorial Union 
C/O Admin Office 
1401 Administration Avenue 
Fargo, ND 58102 

Colorado 
Dates: July 6-9, 2021 
Conference Location: Colorado State University - Fort Collins, CO 
Exhibitor Location: Lobby areas around Grand Ballroom in Lory Student Center (plenary/
worship) 
Table Size: 6’ 
Attendee Capacity: 1000 

Shipping: 
Higher Things/Attn: Conference Manager Name 
CSU Housing Warehouse 
1634 West Plum Street 
Fort Collins, CO 80521 

No earlier than June 1st, closer to conference is preferable. 
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Michigan 
Dates: July 20-23, 2021 
Conference Location: Calvin University - Grand Rapids, MI 
Exhibitor Location: Lobby and hallway outside of covenant fine arts center auditorium 
(plenary) 
Table Size: 8’ 
Attendee Capacity: 900 

Shipping: 
GROUND UPS, FedEx or USPS: 
Higher Things 
Calvin University 
1855 Knollcrest Circle SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49546 

Texas 
Dates: July 27-30, 2021 
Conference Location: Concordia University Texas - Austin, TX 
Exhibitor Location: The Welcome Center (Option 1)The Student Center (Option 2 due to size.) 
Both are located next to the Information Table  
Table Size: 6’ 
Attendee Capacity: 250 

Shipping: 
Attention: Lauren Moore 
11400 Concordia University Dr.  
Austin, TX 78726 

No earlier than July 1
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Exhibitor FAQ

How do I register to be an exhibitor? 
Please follow the link embedded in the email in which you received this packet, or follow the link 
on the Forgiven Conference website. Once you complete the online registration form, an invoice 
will be emailed to you from business@higherthings.org. If you need the link to be resent to you, 
email exhibitors@higherthings.org. 

What does HT use to communicate with exhibitors?? 
Higher Things has begun to use a tool called Basecamp for exhibitor communication. This is a 
place where exhibitors and HT staff can gather to communicate, submit documents, and discuss 
plans. Announcements will be made through here as well as email. Staff is also available through 
phone or email.  

When should I plan to set up? 
You’re welcome to set up any time after 9:00 A.M. on Tuesday of the conference week. Each 
conference starts with the opening Divine Service at 2:00 P.M. on the first conference day. 

When should I plan to tear down? 
The conference ends with the closing Divine Service on Friday, which concludes by 3:00 P.M. 
Please plan to tear down and have all of your materials out of the exhibitor space no later than 
5:00 P.M. on Friday.  

Are there set exhibitor hours? 
No. You’re welcome to come and go from your table during the day as you’d like! We encourage 
you to be available throughout passing times, and during passing times and meals. The more 
available you are the more potential connections you will have with our attendees.  

When are good times to exhibit? 
This largely depends on the table location at each site. If tables are located by the chapel area, 
good times to exhibit are typically before/after worship services; if plenary, before/after plenary 
sessions; etc. A sample conference schedule is listed on page 7.  
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Can I follow the conference schedule?  
Absolutely! You are encouraged to follow the conference schedule and attend worship and 
breakaways with conference attendees, meet people during meals, and hang out with them 
during free time too. You can follow as little or much of the conference schedule as you’d like.  

How is exhibitor table location determined?  
Location is largely contingent on what can be worked with each specific site. Every effort is made 
to place exhibitors in the best possible location to give the most walk-by traffic throughout the 
week. 

Is transportation provided to/from the conference sites?  
You are responsible for your own transportation. More information on parking passes if needed 
will be provided closer to the conferences, which will be included in your exhibitor registration.  

Will I be walking a lot?  
Most likely. College campuses are generally spread out, so plan to walk a fair amount whether 
from a parking lot to your exhibit table, or from your exhibit table to other conference activities.  

Can substitutions be made?  
Yes, you may change your exhibitor attendee(s). If you were planning to stay on campus, please 
provide a substitute of the same sex. After May 1, substitutions will incur a $25 change fee.  

Is my registration refundable?   
Refunds will be considered on a case-by-case basis. If you cancel your exhibiting plans after May 
1, you will still be responsible for your entire registration balance. 

Can I teach a breakaway session?  
Possibly. Breakaway teachers are chosen from LCMS pastors and lay members of LCMS 
congregations in good standing who are already registered for a conference. You must first be 
registered for a conference in order to be considered to teach. All teachers must be comfortable 
communicating with youth, and they should try to prepare for their sessions in such a way that 
will help teenagers faithfully live out the vocations unique to their stations in life. If you wish to 
teach, the deadline for applying to teach is April 15th. For more information or registration for 
teaching a breakaway, contact our catechesis coordinator, Pastor Brett Simek at 
brettsimek@higherthings.org. 

5

mailto:brettsimek@higherthings.org


Forgiven 
2021 Higher Things Conferences 

Can I request specific days/times to teach? 
No. The catechesis coordinator does their best to integrate a diverse number of topics into each 
conference. We appreciate that you want to teach; however, please realize it is not guaranteed. 

Why should I exhibit? 
Because it’s a great opportunity to personally share your work with others! 

Housing and Meals 

Do I have to stay on campus? 
Exhibitors are welcome to stay on campus or make your own off-site accommodations. Your 
choice. If staying on campus, please make sure to register for on-campus housing by April 
30th. .  

What kind of on-campus housing can we expect? 
Since Higher Things conferences are held at college campuses, on-campus housing is located in 
residence halls. Rooms are double-occupancy and may have community restrooms.  

What is an advantage of staying on campus? 
You’ll be close to the conference and possibly meet other chaperones and attendees who are 
staying in your building! 

May I request a private room? 
Yes. Private rooms are an additional $35/person/night. A private room may still share a restroom 
with a person(s) in an adjoined suite or a common floor restroom. 

Are background checks required to stay on campus? 
Yes. All registrants age 21+ must pass a national criminal background check by May 1. Individual 
sites may require additional measures to protect the safety of youth on their campuses. 

6



Forgiven 
2021 Higher Things Conferences 

Can I stay on campus before/after the conference?  
Yes, on-campus housing is available to stay in your assigned room one additional night before 
and/or after the conference (Monday and/or Friday night). There is a $50/person fee for each 
additional day, and you need to register for this when registering for the conference.  

Can spouses be housed together?  
Unfortunately, no. Rooms are assigned with male and female rooms appropriately separated by 
floor, wing, or building.  

What meals are covered in the meal/housing plan?  
This includes all nine meals during the conference: Tuesday dinner through Friday lunch.  

Can I get a meal plan without staying on campus?  
Yes! You should also register for this when registering for the conference.  

Do you have recommendations for off-campus housing?  
Since all of the Higher Things staff stays on-campus in residence halls,  we do not have off-site 
housing recommendations.  
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Advertising and Sponsorship 

When are conference handbook ads due?  
Ads are due by May 15, as indicated on the Exhibitor Price list pdf. This allows the proper time to 
finalize the conference handbook and get it printed for conferences!  

How do I reserve an ad?  
Simply email exhibitors@higherthings.org with what size ad(s) you would like to reserve. 

Should my ad have a bleed?  
Yes, please include a bleed on all materials. 

How do I submit my ad?  
Please email your print-ready pdf or jpg file, at least 300 dpi with a bleed, to 
exhibitors@higherthings.org. Color ads are fine. 

Receptions  
This all-adult audience is a great way to talk directly to the pastors/adults/chaperones attending 
Higher Things conferences! Since at least 1 adult attends per group and per 7 youth attending, 
there are typically around 100-300 people at these receptions. Sponsoring a reception allows you 
to provide food to conference attendees, mingle with the reception crowd, and give a brief 
presentation to the group.  

T-Shirts 
 This is one of the most visual takeaways from a Higher Things conference. Each conference 
week, the whole conference group will wear their matching shirts – with your logo on them – and 
then take them home to wear as souvenirs all over the world too!  

Are there other advertising and sponsorship opportunities?  
Yes! Every exhibitor registration comes with a complimentary plenary ad. This ad will play 
before our daily plenary sessions throughout the course of the conference. Exhibitors will also 
have the complimentary opportunity to record welcome messages for the conference attendees 
inviting them to stop by their table.  Pre-Plenary ads should be 1920x1080 print ready pdf or jpg. 
Welcome videos should be filmed horizontally. For more information and examples email 
patrick@higherthings.org 
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In addition to all of this your organization information will be made available to our attendees 
through our digital Exhibitor Hall, available to conference attendees and the general public until 
9/1/2021. 

If your organization is interested in other opportunities please look at the Advertising and 
Sponsorship schedule included in this packet. Email patrick@higherthings.org with any  
questions.  

Important Dates
Date Registration Event

January 27 ● Exhibitor Information Releases

January 29 ● Exhibitor Registration Opens

April 15 ● Breakaway Submissions Due

April 30 ● Last Day of Early Registration
● Last Day to Make Substitutions Without Incurring Late Fees

May 15 ● Conference Book Ads Due
● Pre-Plenary Ads Due
● Video Welcome Message Due

May 24 ● Last Day to Register with Late Fees

June 1 ● All Payments Due
● Digital Exhibitor Hall Information Due
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SAMPLE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
Day 1 

2:00 pm Opening Divine Service 
3:45 pm Announcements 
4:15 pm Plenary Session 1 
5:00 pm Dinner 
7:00 pm Evening Prayer 
7:30 pm Indiv. Confession &   

Absolution 
8:00 pm Breakaway Session A  
9:00 pm Free Time/Entertainment 
11:00 pm Compline 
12:00 am Lights Out 

Day 2 

7:00 am Breakfast 
8:00 am Leaders’ Meeting 
8:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
9:00 am Matins 
9:45 am Announcements 
10:15 am Plenary Session 2 
11:00 am Lunch 
1:00 pm Vespers 
1:45 pm Breakaway Session B 
2:30 pm Free Time/Thank You 
Reception 
4:00 pm Breakaway Session C 
5:00 pm Dinner 
7:00 pm Evening Prayer 
7:30 pm Indiv. Confession &  

Absolution 
8:00 pm Breakaway Session D 
9:00 pm Free Time/Entertainment 
11:00 pm Compline 
12:00 am Lights Out 

Day 3 

7:00 am Breakfast 
8:00 am Leaders’ Meeting 
8:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
9:00 am Matins 
9:45 am Announcements 
10:15 am Plenary Session 3 
11:00 am Lunch 
1:00 pm Vespers 
1:45 pm Breakaway Session E 
2:45 pm Panel Discussion 
4:00 pm Breakaway Session F 
5:00 pm Dinner 
7:00 pm Evening Prayer 
7:30 pm Indiv. Confession &  

Absolution 
8:00 pm Fireside Chats 
8:00 pm Free Time/Entertainment 
11:00 pm Compline 
12:00 am Lights Out 

Day 4 

7:00 am Breakfast 
8:00 am Leaders’ Meeting 
8:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
9:00 am Matins 
9:45 am Announcements 
10:15 am Plenary Session 4 
11:00 am Lunch 
1:00 pm Closing Divine Service 

10



2021-2022 Advertising Rates 

Advertisers and all content subject to availability and approval by Higher Things.  
To reserve ad space or to submit your web-ready pdf, png, or jpg file (with bleeds), please email 

patrick@higherthings.org. Questions? Call Patrick Sturdivant at (936) 524-1940. 

Description  Price 

Video Short Ad Package - 72 ads  $2,750 

Video Short Ad Package - 108 ads  $4,000 

Video Short Ad Package - 144 Ads  $4,750 

Conference Book Ad - Full-page (5.5” W x 8.5” H) $450 

Conference Book Ad - Full page, inside cover or 
back cover 

$775 

Conference T-shirt Logo Single color design  $5,000,-$20,000 

HT Ad package - Full-page Conference Book Ad, 
72 Video Short Ads 

$3,150 

HT Ad package - Full-page Conference Book Ad, 
108 Video Short Ads 

$4,250 

HT Ad package - Full-page Conference Book Ad, 
144 Video Short Ads 

$4,900 

HT Ad package - Front or Back Cover Conference 
Book Ad, 72 Video Short Ads 

$3,350 

HT Ad package - Front or Back Cover Conference 
Book Ad, 108 Video Short Ads 

$4,550 

HT Ad package - Front or Back Cover Conference 
Book Ad, 144 Video Short Ads 

$5,150 
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