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ADVENT  |  CHRISTMAS  |  EPIPHANY  |  LENT  |  EASTER  |  PENTECOST 
 

“Christ is the one in whom life and the new creation, the beginning again of our lives and all of 
creation, is assured. Our Easter calling is to let him live in us, to embrace by faith his new life, to 
let it take hold of us, to participate in him and his resurrection for the life of the whole world. In 
this way we are born again (John 3:3); we are made a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17). 

…The message of Easter is that the way of being in Jesus, the way of living the new resurrected 
life is through participation. This message is very different than the message I all too frequently 
hear about Easter day. I hear that knowing God is accomplished through the way of intellectual 
evidence: Believe the facts and that will transform your life. I also hear that knowing God is 
accomplished through the way of emotion: Feel God. Feel forgiveness. … But the emphasis of 
the early church fathers and the ancient church is knowing God through the way of 
participation. We participate in Christ by living the life of our baptism into his death and 
resurrection. This is a daily, existential, moment-by-moment experience as we choose in this or 
that situation to die to the sins for which Christ died and choose the life of the Spirit for which 
Christ was raised to new life.”1 

Easter is a fifty-day period in the church calendar that lasts from Easter Sunday until Pentecost 
Sunday (the celebration of God’s sending of the Holy Spirit). This fifty-day period is not merely meant 
to be an extended celebration - although it is that. But, as lent was a time of preparation for new 
Christians to join the church, Easter was a time of continued education of those newly welcomed 
Christians. This instruction was intended to be a teaching of “mystagogy” - a leading through the 
mysteries, chiefly the mystery of the sacraments. 

Thus, Easter became a time for Christians to learn the pattern of baptism and to learn the 
expectation and celebration of the Eucharist (what we refer to as Communion). We are to continue 
in this baptismal pattern - of dying to sin and living to Christ. We too are called to live into that pattern 
of repentance and faith - to become more and more like Christ in our journey as His disciples. 

During this Easter season, may we learn better what it means to PRACTICE our faith by paying 
attention to our sins, turning from them, and then turning toward our Life and our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

 
WHAT IS A VESPERS SERVICE? 
Vespers comes from the Latin word for "evening."  A Vespers service is a traditional prayer service at 
the hour of sunset. Traditionally, it is characterized by frequent readings of scripture, time for 
contemplation, and prayer.  
  
We at Advent Houston invite you to use this Vespers service to slow down, to worship with us, and to 
savor our God. You can expect more subdued music, several readings of scripture, a short homily, 
and communion.  

  
 

1 Robert E. Webber, Ancient Future Time 
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Reflection 
 

 
 

“When we combine our natural rhythms or passions with the gospel and use them to 
build relationships, powerful things can happen. Our passions or placement (where 
we live, where we go) can help us identify opportunities for sharing the gospel.” 
-Dustin Willis, Life on Mission: Joining the Everyday Mission of God  
 
 

“[28] Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and 
thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, [29] for our 
God is a consuming fire. 
 
[1] Let brotherly love continue. [2] Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
thereby some have entertained angels unawares. (ESV) 
Hebrews 12:28–13:2 
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*Call to Worship – From Psalm 118 

Leader: Come, give thanks to our God. 
People: His steadfast love endures forever. 
 
Leader: God is our strength and might and salvation 
People: His steadfast love endures forever. 
 
Leader: Because of this love, we shall not die. 
People: This is God’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 
Leader: This is the day that our God has made, 
People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

*Song – All Must Be Well 
Through the love of God our Savior, All will be well 
Free and changeless is His favor, All is well 
Precious is the blood that healed us 
Perfect is the grace that sealed us 
Strong the hand stretched forth to shield us 
All must be well 
 
Though we pass through tribulation, All will be well 
Ours is such a full salvation, All is well 
Happy still in God confiding 
Fruitful if in Christ abiding 
Steadfast through the Spirit’s guiding 
All must be well 
 
We expect a bright tomorrow; All will be well 
Faith can sing through days of sorrow, Al is well 
On our Father’s love relying 
Jesus every need supplying 
Yes in living or in dying 
All must be well 
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Prayer of Adoration Book of Common Prayer 
The Leader Opens in Prayer 

 
Leader:  Almighty God, you sent your Son Jesus Christ to reconcile the world to 

yourself: We praise and bless you for those whom you have sent in the power 
of the Spirit to preach the Gospel to all nations. We thank you that in all parts 
of the earth a community of love has been gathered together by their 
prayers and labors, and that in every place your servants call upon your 
Name; for the kingdom and the power and the glory are your forever. Amen.   

  
 
 

First Scripture Lesson Psalm 67 

 [1] May God be gracious to us and bless us 
  and make his face to shine upon us, Selah 
 [2] that your way may be known on earth, 
  your saving power among all nations. 
 [3] Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you! 
  
 [4] Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity 
  and guide the nations upon earth. Selah 
 [5] Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you! 
  
 [6] The earth has yielded its increase; 
  God, our God, shall bless us. 
 [7] God shall bless us; 
  let all the ends of the earth fear him! 
 
 
Leader:  The Word of the LORD 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Second Scripture Lesson John 5:1-9 

[1] After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
 
[2] Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, 
which has five roofed colonnades. [3] In these lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, 
and paralyzed. [5] One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 
[6] When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had already been there a long 
time, he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” [7] The sick man answered him, 
“Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am 
going another steps down before me.” [8] Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your 
bed, and walk.” [9] And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and 
walked. 
 
Now that day was the Sabbath.  
 
 
Leader: The Gospel of the LORD 
People: Praise be to you, LORD Christ. 

 

Children’s Lesson 
Children are invited forward at this time for a brief lesson. 
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*Song – Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 

Jesus, I my cross have taken, 
All to leave and follow Thee. 
Destitute, despised, forsaken, 
Thou from hence my all shall be. 
Perish every fond ambition, 
All I’ve sought or hoped or known. 
Yet how rich is my condition! 
God and heaven are still my own. 
 
Let the world despise and leave me, 
They have left my Savior, too. 
Human hearts and looks deceive me; 
Thou art not, like them, untrue. 
O while Thou dost smile upon me, 
God of wisdom, love, and might, 
Foes may hate and friends disown me, 
Show Thy face and all is bright. 
 
Go, then, earthly fame and treasure, 
Come disaster, scorn and pain 
In Thy service, pain is pleasure, 
With Thy favor, loss is gain 
I have called Thee Abba Father, 
I have stayed my heart on Thee 
Storms may howl, and clouds may gather; 
All must work for good to me. 
 
Soul, then know thy full salvation 
Rise o’er sin and fear and care 
Joy to find in every station, 
Something still to do or bear. 
Think what Spirit dwells within thee, 
Think what Father’s smiles are thine, 
Think that Jesus died to win thee, 
Child of heaven, canst thou repine. 
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Haste thee on from grace to glory, 
Armed by faith, and winged by prayer. 
Heaven’s eternal days before thee, 
God’s own hand shall guide us there. 
Soon shall close thy earthly mission, 
Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days, 
Hope shall change to glad fruition, 
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise. 

 

Prayers of the People 
People: O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things 
as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love toward you, that 
we, loving you in all things, no matter our circumstances, and above all 
things that you have given to us in this world, that we may obtain your 
promises through Jesus Christ our Lord. Keep our eyes fixed upon Him, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

Leader continues to intercede on behalf of the community, 
the Church, and the world. 

 
 
Leader: We pray all of this in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray, saying… 

People:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Your Name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For Yours is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. Amen. 
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*Third Scripture Lesson Acts 16:9-15 

[9] And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing 
there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” [10] And 
when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, 
concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 
 
[11] So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the 
following day to Neapolis, [12] and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the 
district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city some days. [13] 
And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we 
supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women 
who had come together. [14] One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from 
the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord 
opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. [15] And after she was 
baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to 
be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us. 
(ESV) 
 
 
Leader: The Word of the LORD. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Homily        Rev. Taylor Leachman 
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*Affirmation of Faith Corinthian Creed 
(1 Corinthians 15:3-7 is considered one of the earliest creeds of the church. Paul is 
quoting the creed that was likely written by the Jerusalem apostolic community.) 

 

 
Leader: For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: 
ALL: That Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was 

buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 
and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to 
more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, 
though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles.  

 

 

Confession of Sin Prayers for the Lord’s Day - Hope for Exiles 

Leader: Lord God, forgive us. 
People: Lost in ourselves, we dwell endlessly on yesterdays’ embarrassment, anger, 

and grief. 
 
Leader: Lord God, forgive us. 
People: Lost in our domain, it is hard to see beyond yesterday’s fighting, suspicion 

and fear. 
 
Leader: Lord God, forgive us. 
People: Lost in our fantasy, it is tempting to live in yesterday’s illusions. 
 
Leader: Lord God, forgive us.. 
People: Fill us with the security found in Jesus Christ, that we might be lost in the 

wonder and sanity of your hope. 
 
ALL: Lord God, have mercy on us, according to your loving-kindness.  
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*Assurance of Pardon Adapted from Psalm 46:1; Psalm 62:1-2 

Leader: We rely on your goodness and despite our countless sins by which we confess 
that we have seriously offended you. We pray for your continued faithfulness 
as we trudge through these tough times.  
People: May you, our God, be ever present and real in our moments of 
weakness and struggle. It is in you, O God, that we put our trust and faith 
because you have taught us to say:  
 
 God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Our souls 
find rest in God alone; our salvation comes from him. He alone is our rock 
and our salvation; he is our fortress; We will never be shaken.  

 
Leader:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

 

Celebration of Holy Communion  
People: We do not presume to come to this, Your Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in 

our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your Table. But you are the 
same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink 
his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body and our 
souls washed through his most precious blood that we may evermore dwell 
in him, and he in us. We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 
Leader:  The LORD be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up unto the LORD. 
 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the LORD, our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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 Leader: It is very good and right, our duty and privilege, to at all times, and in all 
places, give thanks unto you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify your glorious Name; evermore praising you, 
and saying… 

People: Holy, holy, holy, LORD, 
 God of power and might, 
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the LORD. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 
Words of Institution 

 
Leader: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
All: Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Chris will come again. 
 
Leader:  Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. 
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
 
Leader:  Let us give thanks to the LORD, our God. 
 
 

We serve both wine and grape juice for communion.  
Grape juice is available in the middle of the communion trays while wine is available on the edge.   

All communion bread is gluten free. 

 
 

 
Tithes & Offerings 
All giving is a response to God's generosity to you in all aspects of life, but 
particularly through the person and work of Jesus. If you are not sure what you 
think about Jesus or Christianity - or if you are a guest, we would invite you to 
refrain from giving.  
 
Online giving is available at adventpres.org/give.  You can also scan this QR 
code or place a gift in the offering basket toward the entrance of the sanctuary.  
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Communion Song – Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me 

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer 
There is no more for heaven now to give 
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom 
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace 
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
For my life is wholly bound to His 
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing, "All is mine" 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 
The night is dark but I am not forsaken 
For by my side, the Savior He will stay 
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing 
For in my need, His power is displayed 
To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me 
Through the deepest valley He will lead 
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 
No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven 
The future sure, the price it has been paid 
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 
And He was raised to overthrow the grave 
To this I hold, my sin has been defeated 
Jesus now and ever is my plea 
Oh the chains are released, I can sing, "I am free" 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 
With every breath I long to follow Jesus 
For He has said that He will bring me home 
And day by day I know He will renew me 
Until I stand with joy before the throne 
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
All the glory evermore to Him 
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
All the glory evermore to Him 
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me (3x) 
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*Song – Oh You Bring 
Oh, you bring hope to the hopeless 
And light to those in the darkness 
And death to life, now I’m alive 
  
Oh, you give peace to the restless 
And joy to homes that are broken 
I see you now, in you I’m found 
  
REFRAIN: 
And you open the door for me 
And you lay down your life to set me free 
All that I am will serve you Lord 
  
Oh, you fill those who are empty 
And rescue those in the valley 
And through it all you calm my soul 
  
Oh, now you find me in my weakness 
And heal the wounds of my heartache 
And I worship you in spirit and truth 
  
REFRAIN 
  
All honor 
All glory 
All praise to you (repeat) 
  
REFRAIN 
  
And you open my eyes to see 
All the wonder and awe of Christ in me 
Jesus you’re everything I need 
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*Closing Prayer of Thanksgiving and Mission 
 

*Benediction 
Leader:  The LORD bless you and keep you; 
 The LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
 The LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
 

 
 

Announcements 
 
SAVE THE DATE! 
We will officially be launching our regular Sunday Worship on August 21.  We 
will have 4 weeks of preparatory services beginning July 
24 - which are open but not publicly advertised.   
 
 
 
OTHER EVENTS 
Please check out our events page at 
adventpres.org/events or scan the listed QR code.  

 
 

 
Newsletter Sign-Up 

If you are interested in knowing more about Advent, scan the QR Code here 
to sign-up for our once-a-month newsletter.   
 
You can also click the option to sign-up for our prayer email - to continue 
praying with and for us. 

 
 
 
 

 
Media Release 

 Advent Houston shares photos taken at our events in our monthly newsletters, on our website, or on 
social media for the purpose of promoting and highlighting the church’s mission. By being 

present, you consent to being photographed and having these photos shared. For individuals 
who are not comfortable being visible in a shared photograph, please notify the church at 

admin@adventpres.org to opt out of the media release.  
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Advent Presbyterian Church of Houston 
3139 W Holcombe #650 

Houston, TX 77025 
 

(713) 364-6748 
 

taylor.leachman@adventpres.org 
 

http://adventpres.org 


