
VESPERS SERVICE

February 6, 2022



ADVENT  |  CHRISTMAS  | EPIPHANY |  LENT  |  EASTER |  PENTECOST
The modern church in the West celebrates Epiphany, which means “manifestation,” on January 6,
the same date on which the Eastern and early Roman Catholic churches celebrated Christ's nativity
and baptism. The change occurred in the fourth century, when church officials moved the Feast of
the Nativity to December 25, for two possible reasons. First, because it fit during the traditional Roman
pagan festivals honoring the sun god or second, because it was considered nine months after some
of the calendar celebrations of Easter. In the minds of some early church fathers, it made sense that
Jesus was conceived and resurrected on the same calendar day (around April 25).

In the modern church Epiphany recalls all the manifestations of Jesus as the Christ. Although the
primary emphasis of the festival is still on Christ's specific revealing of himself to the Gentiles in the
persons of the magi, there are elements of Epiphany that celebrate the manifestation of God to all.

Epiphany reminds us that God in Christ did something quite remarkable: he extended his grace to
those who were originally outside the covenant he made with Abraham. As Paul reminds the
Ephesians, we were aliens and strangers, but God has made us part of the new Israel.

Since the church has been primarily a gentile organization for centuries, we tend to forget that the
notion of gentile converts initially shocked the early Christians. Peter, for example, needed a vision
from God to convince him that the Messiah was for all nations, not just for Israel. And the church had
to convene a major council (see Acts chapter 15) to decide just what to do about the gentile
converts.

Celebrating Epiphany, then, should help us understand the grace of God, who has seen fit to include
those of us who for centuries seemed to be excluded from his plan for salvation among the chosen
people. And thus, we celebrate that Christ has not just come to this world, but that he has come FOR
the whole world as well.

WHAT IS A VESPERS SERVICE?
Vespers comes from the Latin word for "evening."  A Vespers service is a traditional prayer service at
the hour of sunset.  Traditionally, it is characterized by frequent readings of scripture, time for
contemplation, and prayer.

We at Advent Houston invite you to use this Vespers service time to slow down, to worship with us
outside, and to savor our God. You can expect more subdued music, several readings of scripture, a
short homily, and communion.
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Reflection

“Jesus Christ lived in the midst of his enemies. At the end all his disciples deserted him.
On the Cross he was utterly alone, surrounded by evildoers and mockers. For this
cause he had come, to bring peace to the enemies of God. So the Christian, too,
belongs not in the seclusion of a cloistered life but in the thick of foes. There is his
commission, his work. 'The kingdom is to be in the midst of your enemies. And he who
will not suffer this does not want to be of the Kingdom of Christ; he wants to be
among friends, to sit among roses and lilies, not with the bad people but the devout
people. O you blasphemers and betrayers of Christ! If Christ had done what you are
doing who would ever have been spared' (Luther).”
― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together

“The good news of the kingdom is not freedom from hardship, suffering, and loss. It is
the news of a Redeemer who has come to rescue me from myself. His rescue
produces change that fundamentally alters my response to these inescapable
realities. The Redeemer turns rebels into disciples, fools into humble listeners. He makes
cripples walk again. In him we can face life and respond with faith, love, and hope.
And as he changes us, he allows us to be a part of what he is doing in the lives of
others. As you respond to the Redeemer’s work in your life, you can learn to be an
instrument in his hands.”
― Paul David Tripp, Instruments in the Redeemers Hands

“Perhaps the transformation of the disciples of Jesus is the greatest evidence of all for
the resurrection.”
― John R.W. Stott
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*Call to Worship – From Psalm 138
Leader: All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O LORD,

People: for they have heard the words of your mouth,

Leader: and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD,
for great is the glory of the LORD.

People: For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly,
but the haughty he knows from afar.

*Song – Crown Him with Many Crowns
Crown Him with many crowns,
The Lamb upon His throne.
Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns
All music but its own.
Awake, my soul and sing Of Him
Who died for thee,
And hail Him as thy matchless King
Through all eternity.

Crown Him the Lord of love,
Behold His hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above,
In beauty glorified.
No angel in the sky
Can fully bear that sight,
But downward bends His wond'ring eye
At mysteries so bright.
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Crown Him the Lord of life,
Who triumphed o'er the grave,
Who rose victorious to the strife
For those He came to save.
His glories now we sing,
Who died, and rose on high
Who died eternal life to bring,
And lives that death may die.

Crown Him the Lord of heav'n,
One with the Father known,
One with the Spirit through Him giv'n
From yonder glorious throne,
To Thee be endless praise
For Thou for us hast died;
Be Thou, O Lord, through endless days
Adored and magnified.

Crown Him the Lord of years,
The Potentate of time,
Creator of the rolling spheres,
Ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail!
For Thou has died for me;
Thy praise shall never never fail
Throughout eternity.

Prayer of Adoration Coptic Orthodox Prayer Book
Leader: O Master, Lord, God the Almighty, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior,

Jesus Christ, we thank You for every condition, concerning every condition,
and in every condition, for You have covered us, helped us, guarded us,
accepted us unto You, spared us, supported us, and brought us here.

The Leader Continues in Prayer
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First Scripture Lesson Isaiah 6:1-8

[1] In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high andand
with two he flew. [3] And one called to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”

[4] And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and
the house was filled with smoke. [5] And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes
have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”

[6] Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he
had taken with tongs from the altar. [7] And he touched my mouth and said:
“Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”

[8] And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for
us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.” (ESV)

Leader: The Word of the LORD
People: Thanks be to God.

Song – Holy, Holy, Holy
Holy, holy, holy!
Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning
our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy,
merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons,
blessed Trinity!
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Holy, holy, holy!
All the saints adore Thee,
Casting down their golden crowns
around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim
falling down before Thee,
Who wert and art and
ever more shall be.

Holy, holy, holy!
Though the darkness hide Thee,
Though the eye of sinful man
Thy glory may not see;
Only Thou art holy;
there is none beside Thee,
Perfect in power,
in love, and purity.

Holy, holy, holy!
Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name
In earth, and sky, and sea;
Holy, holy, holy;
merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons,
blessed Trinity!

Prayers of the People
People: Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world:

Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine
with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and
obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Leader continues to intercede on behalf of the community,
the Church, and the world.
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Leader: We pray all of this in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray, saying…
People: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be Your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Yours is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

*Gospel Lesson Luke 5:1-11
[1] On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of
God, he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, [2] and he saw two boats by the
lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. [3]
Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, he asked him to put out a little from
the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the boat. [4] And when he
had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your
nets for a catch.” [5] And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took
nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.” [6] And when they had done this,
they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. [7] They signaled
to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled
both the boats, so that they began to sink. [8] But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell
down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” [9] For
he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had
taken, [10] and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners
with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be
catching men.” [11] And when they had brought their boats to land, they left
everything and followed him. (ESV)

Leader: The Gospel of the LORD
People: Praise be to you, LORD Christ.
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Children’s Lesson
Children are invited forward at this time for a brief lesson.

*Song – Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken
Jesus, I my cross have taken,
All to leave and follow Thee.
Destitute, despised, forsaken,
Thou from hence my all shall be.
Perish every fond ambition,
All I’ve sought or hoped or known.
Yet how rich is my condition!
God and heaven are still my own.

Let the world despise and leave me,
They have left my Savior, too.
Human hearts and looks deceive me;
Thou art not, like them, untrue.
O while Thou dost smile upon me,
God of wisdom, love, and might,
Foes may hate and friends disown me,
Show Thy face and all is bright.

Go, then, earthly fame and treasure,
Come disaster, scorn and pain
In Thy service, pain is pleasure,
With Thy favor, loss is gain
I have called Thee Abba Father,
I have stayed my heart on Thee
Storms may howl, and clouds may gather;
All must work for good to me.

Soul, then know thy full salvation
Rise o’er sin and fear and care
Joy to find in every station,
Something still to do or bear.
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Think what Spirit dwells within thee,
Think what Father’s smiles are thine,
Think that Jesus died to win thee,
Child of heaven, canst thou repine.

Haste thee on from grace to glory,
Armed by faith, and winged by prayer.
Heaven’s eternal days before thee,
God’s own hand shall guide us there.
Soon shall close thy earthly mission,
Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days,
Hope shall change to glad fruition,
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise.

Third Scripture Lesson 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

[1] Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you
received, in which you stand, [2] and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast
to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.

[3] For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died
for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, [4] that he was buried, that he was
raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, [5] and that he appeared
to Cephas, then to the twelve. [6] Then he appeared to more than five hundred
brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. [7]
Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. [8] Last of all, as to one untimely
born, he appeared also to me. [9] For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. [10] But by the grace of
God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I
worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is
with me. [11] Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. (ESV)

Leader: The Word of the LORD.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Homily Rev. Taylor Leachman
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*Affirmation of Faith Ignatius of Antioch
(Taken from a letter written in 107 A.D.  Ignatius was a Syrian pastor who became

a bishop in present day Turkey)

Leader:  Jesus Christ was descended from the family of David and born of Mary.
People:  He was and is a man.
Leader:  He truly was born both of God and of the Virgin.  He truly took a body; for the

Word became flesh and dwelt among us without sin.

People:  He was and is God.

Leader:  He ate and drank truly, truly suffered persecution under Pontius Pilate, was
truly [and not in appearance] crucified and died.

People: He suffered for us.
Leader:  He was also truly raised from the dead and rose after three days as his Father

raised him up.

People: He rose for us.
Leader:  After having spent forty days with the Apostles, he was received up to the

Father, and sits on his right hand, waiting till his enemies are put under his
feet.

People: He reigns over us.  Amen.

Confession of Sin Adapted from The Valley of Vision
(Adapted from the confession of sin of the Canadian Conference of Mennonite

Brethren Churches and Psalm 66)

Leader: Out of the depths we cry to You, O Lord; in Your mercy,
People: Hear our prayers.

We confess that formerly we were dead in sin, cut off from You, cut off from
each other, rebels wandering in a wilderness of our own making. We long to
put off the sin that so easily entangles, but in our own strength, Lord, we
cannot.  God, our Father, raise us to new life.
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Leader: Out of the depths we cry to You, O Lord; in Your mercy,
People: Hear our prayers.

We confess that we are still often deadened in our sin and cynicism.  We are
hopeless and distrusting of the power of your resurrection.  We kill our dreams
and desires because we don’t trust that you care or can do anything about
them.  We rot in our despair.  Lord Jesus, raise us to new life.

Leader: Out of the depths we cry to You, O Lord; in Your mercy,
People: Hear our prayers.

The human heart is deceitful above all things; how dare we trust in ourselves?
Pride and angst make their home within, and we so quickly turn to worship
anything but You.  Holy Spirit, direct our hearts and minds to your power and
love; free us from ourselves and our skeptical world.  And Lord we all pray:
Out of the depths we cry to You, O Lord in; in Your mercy, hear our prayers.

*Assurance of Pardon Psalm 103:11-12
Leader: For as high as the heavens are above the earth,

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far does he remove our transgressions from us.

Celebration of Holy Communion
People: We do not presume to come to this, Your Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in

our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your Table. But you are the
same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore,
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink
his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body and our
souls washed through his most precious blood that we may evermore dwell
in him, and he in us. We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
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Leader: The LORD be with you.
People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up unto the LORD.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the LORD, our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Leader: It is very good and right, our duty and privilege, to at all times, and in all
places, give thanks unto you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of
heaven, we laud and magnify your glorious Name; evermore praising you,
and saying…

People: Holy, holy, holy, LORD,
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the LORD.
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

Leader: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

All: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Chris will come again.

Leader: Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the LORD, our God.

All of the communion packets contain grape juice.
Gluten free crackers are available (not included in the communion packets).
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Communion Song – Jesus, I Come
Out of my bondage, sorrow and night,
Jesus, I come; Jesus I come.
Into Thy freedom, gladness and light,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of my sickness into Thy health,
Out of my wanting and into Thy wealth,
Out of my sin and into Thyself,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of my shameful failure and loss,
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of earth’s sorrows into Thy balm,
Out of life’s storms and into Thy calm,
Out of distress into jubilant psalm,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of unrest and arrogant pride,
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.
Into Thy blessed will to abide,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of myself to dwell in Thy love,
Out of despair into raptures above,
Upward forever on wings like a dove,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of the fear and dread of the tomb,
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.
Into the joy and light of Thy home,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of the depths of ruin untold,
Into the peace of Thy sheltering fold,
Ever Thy glorious face to behold,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
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*Song – Red Sea Road
We, buried dreams
Laid them deep into the earth behind us
Said, our goodbyes
At the grave but everything reminds us
God knows, we ache
When He asks us to go on
How do we go on?

We will sing, to our souls
We won't bury our hope
Where He leads us to go
There's a red sea road
When we can't, see the way
He will part the waves
And we'll never walk alone
Down a red sea road

How, can we trust
When You say You will deliver us from
All, of this pain, that threatens to take over us
Well, this desert's dry
But the ocean may consume
And we're scared, to follow You

So we will sing, to our souls
We won't bury our hope
Where He leads us to go
There's a red sea road
When we can't, see the way
He will part the waves
And we'll never walk alone
Down a red sea road

Oh help us believe
You are faithful, You're faithful
When our hearts are breaking
You are faithful, You're faithful
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Oh grant us eyes to see
You are faithful, You're faithful
Teach us to sing
You are faithful, You're faithful, You're faithful

And we will sing, to our souls
We won't bury our hope
Where He leads us to go
There's a red sea road
When we can't, see the way
He will part the waves
And we'll never walk alone
Down a red sea road

No, we'll never, walk alone
Down a red sea road
No, we'll never, walk alone
Down a red sea road

*Closing Prayer of Thanksgiving and Mission

*Benediction
Leader: The LORD bless you and keep you;

The LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
The LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
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Giving
If you are interested in giving to the mission of Advent Houston, you can do so by

clicking on the QR code below.

Upcoming Vespers Services
4:30pm

Sunday, March 6
Sunday, April 10

Media Release
Advent Houston shares photos taken at our events in our monthly newsletters, on our website, or on

social media for the purpose of promoting and highlighting the church’s mission. By being present,
you consent to being photographed and having these photos shared. For individuals who are not

comfortable being visible in a shared photograph, please notify the church at
admin@adventpres.org to opt out of the media release.
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Announcements

Join the Mission

Ministry Operations Coordinator: Advent Houston is
seeking to hire for a part-time administrative position (with
the potential to turn into full-time). If you have
administrative experience and gifting, and you are
excited about the mission of Advent Houston, then we
would love for you to apply.  Email Taylor Leachman,
taylor.leachman@adventpres.org, for the job description
and more information.

Upcoming Events

Men’s Breakfast
Wednesday, February 23 at 6:30am
We will gather at Goode Co Taqueria to discuss The Common
Rule by Justin Earley and how we can begin to apply better
Kingdom habits to our lives that have been so disrupted during
this pandemic season of life.  No preparation is needed to join -
we would love to have anyone who wants to participate.

Women’s Cookie Night
Tuesday, March 1 at 7:00pm
Join us for cookies and company! We’ll struggle together to
learn a few easy cookie-decorating tips, but mostly we’ll eat
cookies and enjoy each other’s company. This event is a great
opportunity to get to know new friends. Email Julianna
Leachman, juliannaleachman@gmail.com, for more
information.
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We would love to keep in touch with you!
Scan this QR Code

to sign up for our newsletter.

taylor.leachman@adventpres.org

Advent Presbyterian Church of Houston
3139 W Holcombe #650

Houston, TX 77025

(713) 364-6748

http://adventpres.org
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