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Reflection

What is Epiphany?

The modern church in the West celebrates Epiphany, which means “manifestation,”
on January 6, the same date on which the Eastern and early Roman Catholic
churches celebrated Christ's nativity and baptism. The change occurred in the fourth
century, when church officials moved the Feast of the Nativity to December 25, for
two possible reasons. First, because it fit during the traditional Roman pagan festivals
honoring the sun god or second, because it was considered nine months after some
of the calendar celebrations of Easter. In the minds of some early church fathers, it
made sense that Jesus was conceived and resurrected on the same calendar day
(around April 25).

In the modern church Epiphany recalls all the manifestations of Jesus as the Christ.
Although the primary emphasis of the festival is still on Christ's specific revealing of
himself to the Gentiles in the persons of the magi, there are elements of Epiphany that
celebrate the manifestation of God to all.

Epiphany reminds us that God in Christ did something quite remarkable: he extended
his grace to those who were originally outside the covenant he made with Abraham.
As Paul reminds the Ephesians, we were aliens and strangers, but God has made us
part of the new Israel.

Since the church has been primarily a gentile organization for centuries, we tend to
forget that the notion of gentile converts initially shocked the early Christians. Peter,
for example, needed a vision from God to convince him that the Messiah was for all
nations, not just for Israel. And the church had to convene a major council (see Acts
chapter 15) to decide just what to do about the gentile converts.

Celebrating Epiphany, then, should help us understand the grace of God, who has
seen fit to include those of us who for centuries seemed to be excluded from his plan
for salvation among the chosen people. And thus, we celebrate that Christ has not
just come to this world, but that he has come FOR the whole world as well.
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*Call to Worship – From Hebrews 1:1-3

Leader: Long ago, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets.

People: In these days, God has spoken to us by His Son.

Leader: God created the world through the Son,
whom he has appointed heir of all things.

People: The Son is the radiance of the glory of God
and the exact imprint of His nature,
and he upholds the universe by the word of his power.

Leader: Praise God for the gift of the Son!

People: Praise God for the Light of the World!

*Song – For the Beauty of the Earth

For the beauty of the earth
For the glory of the skies,
For the love which from our birth
Over and around us lies.

Refrain:
Lord of all, to Thee we raise,
This our hymn of grateful praise.

For the beauty of each hour,
Of the day and of the night,
Hill and vale, and tree and flower,
Sun and moon, and stars of light.

Refrain

For the joy of ear and eye,
For the heart and mind's delight,
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For the mystic harmony
Linking sense to sound and sight.

Refrain

For the joy of human love,
Brother, sister, parent, child,
Friends on earth and friends above,
For all gentle thoughts and mild.

Refrain

For Thy Church, that evermore
Lifte'th holy hands above,
Offering up on every shore
Her pure sacrifice of love.

Refrain

For each perfect gift of Thine,
To our race so freely given,
Graces human and divine,
Flowers of earth and buds of Heaven.

Final Refrain

Prayer of Adoration
Leader: Heavenly Father, Savior, Prince of Peace,
The old has passed and the new has come. Born in a lowly stable, Your gift to the
world came so that we might be assured of everlasting life. In His hands is the promise
of heavenly glories, of riches too great to imagine. Infused with the power of the Holy
Spirit we are encouraged to continue as His followers. He has showered us with
compassion, kindness, humility and patience and put us on the path to embody and
extend His gifts to our neighbors, our community and our world. You are our Heavenly
King and the Light of the world. Alleluia and Amen.

The Leader Continues in Prayer
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First Scripture Lesson Isaiah 60:1-6

[1] Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.

[2] For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;

but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you.

[3] And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.

[4] Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you;

your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.

[5] Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and exult,

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.

[6] A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.

They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. (ESV)

Leader: The Word of the LORD
People: Thanks be to God.

Song – Steadfast
I will build my house
Whether storm or drought
On the rock that does not move
I will set my hope
In your love, O Lord
And your faithfulness will prove

You are steadfast, steadfast
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By the word you spoke
All the starry host
Are called out by name each night
In your watchful care
I will rest secure
As you lead us with your light

You are steadfast, steadfast

I will not trust in the strength of kings
On your promise I will stand
I will shout for joy, I will raise my voice
Hallelujah to the Lamb!

You are steadfast, steadfast

In the moment of emptiness
All was fulfilled
In the hour of darkness
Your light was revealed
In the presence of death
Your life was affirmed
In the absence of holiness,
You are still God.

You are steadfast, steadfast (Repeat)

Prayers of the People
People: Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world:

Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine
with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and
obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Leader continues to intercede on behalf of the community,
the Church, and the world.

Leader: We pray all of this in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray, saying…
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People: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Yours is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Second Scripture Lesson Ephesians 3:1-12
[1] For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—[2]
assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to
me for you, [3] how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have
written briefly. [4] When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of
Christ, [5] which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it
has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. [6] This mystery
is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

[7] Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which
was given me by the working of his power. [8] To me, though I am the very least of all
the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ, [9] and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for
ages in God, who created all things, [10] so that through the church the manifold
wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. [11] This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized
in Christ Jesus our Lord, [12] in whom we have boldness and access with confidence
through our faith in him. (ESV)

Leader: The Word of the LORD.
People: Thanks be to God.

7



Children’s Lesson
Children are invited forward at this time for a brief lesson.

*Song – Your Labor Is Not in Vain
Your labor is not in vain
Though the ground underneath you is cursed and stained
Your planting and reaping are never the same
But your labor is not in vain

Your labor is not unknown
Though the rocks they cry out and the sea it may groan
The place of your toil may not seem like a home
But your labor is not unknown

Refrain:
I am with you, I am with you
I am with you, I am with you
For I have called you, called you by name
Your labor is not in vain

The vineyards you plant will bear fruit
The fields will sing out and rejoice with the truth
For all that is old will at last be made new
The vineyards you plant will be bear fruit

Refrain

The houses you labor to build
Will finally with laughter and joy be filled
The serpent that hurts and destroys will be killed
And all that is broken be healed

Refrain
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*Gospel Lesson Matthew 2:1-12
[1] Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, [2] saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.” [3] When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him; [4] and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. [5] They told him, “In Bethlehem of
Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

[6] “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

[7] Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them
what time the star had appeared. [8] And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go
and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word,
that I too may come and worship him.” [9] After listening to the king, they went on
their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them
until it came to rest over the place where the child was. [10] When they saw the star,
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. [11] And going into the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening
their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. [12] And
being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country
by another way. (ESV)

Leader: The Gospel of the LORD
People: Praise be to you, LORD Christ.

Homily Rev. Taylor Leachman
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*Affirmation of Faith The Maasai Creed
(The Maasai Creed was  composed in 1960 by the Maasai people of East Africa

in collaboration with missionaries from the Congregation of the Holy Ghost,
a Roman Catholic Congregation in Nigeria)

Leader:  Christian, what do you believe?
People:  We believe in the one High God who out of love created the beautiful world

and everything good in it.  He created man and wanted man to be happy in
the world.  God loves the world and every nation and tribe on the earth.  We
have known this High God in the darkness, and now we know him in the light.
God promises in the book of his word, the Bible, that he would save the world
and all the nations and tribes.
We believe that God made good his promise by sending his Son, Jesus
Christ, a man in the flesh, a Jew by tribe, born poor in a little village, who left
his home and was always doing good, curing people by the power of God,
teaching about God and man, showing that the meaning of religion is love.
He was rejected by his people, tortured and nailed hands and feet to a cross,
and died.  He rose from the grave.  He ascended to the skies.  He is Lord.
We believe that all our sins are forgiven through him.  All who have faith in
him must be sorry for their sins, be baptized in God, live the rules of love, and
share the bread together in love, to announce the good news to others until
Jesus comes again.  We are waiting for him.  He is alive.  He lives.  This we
believe.
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Confession of Sin Adapted from The Valley of Vision
(The Valley of Vision is a collection of Puritan Prayers that were
compiled in 1975.)

People: Oh God, Our Savior, help us.
We are slow to learn, prone to forget, and weak to climb;
We are in the foothills when we should be on the heights;
We are pained by our graceless heart,
our prayerless days, our poverty of love,
our sloth in the heavenly race, our sullied conscience,
our wasted hours, and our unspent opportunities.
We are blind while the light shines around us:
take the scales from our eyes, grind to dust our hearts of unbelief.
Make it our highest joy to study You,
meditate on You, gaze on You, sit like Mary at your feet,
lean like John on your breast,
appeal like Peter to your love.
We believe, help our unbelief.  Amen

*Assurance of Pardon John 6:38-40
Leader:  “For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of

him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose
nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this is
the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him
should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
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Celebration of Holy Communion
People: We do not presume to come to this, Your Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in

our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your Table. But you are the
same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore,
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink
his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body and our
souls washed through his most precious blood that we may evermore dwell
in him, and he in us. We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, who took on
mortal flesh to reveal his glory; that he might bring us out of darkness and into
his glorious light. Amen.

Leader: The LORD be with you.
People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up unto the LORD.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the LORD, our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Leader: It is very good and right, our duty and privilege, to at all times, and in all
places, give thanks unto you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of
heaven, we laud and magnify your glorious Name; evermore praising you,
and saying…

People: Holy, holy, holy, LORD,
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the LORD.
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution
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Leader: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

All: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Chris will come again.

Leader: Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the LORD, our God.

All of the communion packets contain grape juice.
Gluten free crackers are available (not included in the communion packets).

Communion Song – Just As I Am
Just as I am, without one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, and waiting not
To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To Thee Whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, though tossed about
With many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;
Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all I need in Thee to find,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
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Just as I am Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

*Song – Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him, all creatures here below
Praise Him above the Heavenly host
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost
Amen

*Closing Prayer of Thanksgiving and Mission

*Benediction
ALL: May the Lord, Mighty God,

Bless and keep you forever.
Grant you grace, sovereign grace.
Joy in every endeavor.

Lift your eyes and see His face
And His love forever.
May the Lord Mighty God
Bless and keep you forever.
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Join the Mission
Ministry Operations Coordinator: Advent Houston is seeking to hire for a part-time

administrative position (with the potential to turn into full-time). If you have
administrative experience and gifting, and you are excited about the mission of
Advent Houston, then we would love for you to apply.  Email Taylor Leachman,
taylor.leachman@adventpres.org, for the job description and more information.

Upcoming Vespers Services
4:30pm

Sunday, February 6
Sunday, March 6
Sunday, April 10

Media Release
Advent Houston shares photos taken at our events in our monthly newsletters, on our website, or on

social media for the purpose of promoting and highlighting the church’s mission. By being present,
you consent to being photographed and having these photos shared. For individuals who are not

comfortable being visible in a shared photograph, please notify the church at
admin@adventpres.org to opt out of the media release.
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We would love to keep in touch with you!
Scan this QR Code

to sign up for our newsletter.

taylor.leachman@adventpres.org
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