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WELCOME TO ADVENT HOUSTON!
Advent means “arrival” or “coming.” Many of us have a temptation to believe that we can live a
good enough life or do the right things to make our way to God. We think that if we do enough of
the right types of things, then God will allow us into His home. But the Bible tells us again and again
that we are never the first movers in this relationship. God is always the initiator. He spoke all things
into being; He created; and He pursues. He is the one who arrives. And we see this in the first advent
of God.

John begins his gospel by saying, "And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” (ESV). God the Son
came to us in the first advent: what the church calls the incarnation. He didn't wait for us to try and
make our way to his heavenly abode.  He didn’t stand above us to lecture us or condemn us. He
came to us. In fact, he became one of us, taking on flesh, pain, sorrows, and death.

And God hasn’t stopped there.  After Jesus came into this world to inaugurate the reign of God on
earth as it is in heaven, after he died on the cross to atone for our sins, and after he was raised from
the dead to defeat sin and death, He ascended to heaven to assume the throne. Scripture tells us
that he will come again. And when he comes again, he is bringing the new heavens and the new
earth with him.

It is in this second advent, that Jesus promises to make all things new. Though he has already dealt
with sin and death, it isn't until he comes again that death will be eradicated. But, as we wait for him
to come again, we wait with hope. And as we wait, we live in light of that hope – praying for and
acting in the knowledge that God's Kingdom will come in bits and pieces even now, offering us
glimpses of the way that it is supposed to be, the way it will ultimately be.

In the middle of these two advents of Christ, there is a third advent. There is the coming of the Holy
Spirit. Jesus has sent the Holy Spirit to be with us, to help us to remember all that he taught and
accomplished (John 14:26), and to help us as we follow him by faith. And Jesus tells us to follow him in
the same way that he himself came. We are to leave our own comforts and to come into the places
that he has called us. And so, in that way, we want to take the example of Christ's first coming to
enter into the lives of our community. We want to bear witness to the coming of the Kingdom of God
in its fullness in the future. And, we want to minister as the mouthpiece, the hands, and the feet of
Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit (John 20:21).

So, Advent Houston is a coming of a group of Christians to the Texas Medical Center, to Rice
University, and to the surrounding neighborhoods to embrace, embody, and extend the grace of
Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit.
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Reflection

“Holy Week gives you both death and resurrection. They don’t make any sense apart. You
can’t have the joy of resurrection unless you’ve gone through a death, and death without
resurrection is just hopeless. Essentially, the death/resurrection motif or pattern is absolutely at
the heart of what it means to live a Christian life. And actually everything in life is like that.
With any kind of suffering, if I respond to it by looking to God in faith, suffering drives me like a
nail deeper into God’s love, which is what cancer has done for me.

I do think that the great thing about cancer is that Easter does mean a whole lot more
because I look at Easter and I say, ‘Because of this, I can face anything.’ In the past, I
thought of Easter as a kind of optimistic, upbeat way of thinking about life. And now I see
that Easter is a universal solvent. “

-Tim Keller, New York Times, “How a Cancer Diagnosis Makes Jesus’ Death and Resurrection
Mean More”

“His heart beats, His blood begins to flow
Waking up what was dead a moment ago
And His heart beats, now everything is changed
'Cause the blood that brought us peace with God
Is racing through His veins
And His heart beats
His heart beats
He breathes in, His living lungs expand
The heavy air surrounding death turns to breath again
He breathes out, He is word and flesh once more
The Lamb of God slain for us is a Lion ready to roar
And His heart beats”

-Andrew Peterson, His Heart Beats
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*Call to Worship – From Revelation 1:17-18; John 11:25
Leader:   Do not be afraid,
People:   Jesus is the first and the last,
Leader:   The resurrection and the life.
People:   He was dead, and behold,
Leader:   He is alive for forever and ever.
People:   Because he lives, we also will live.
Leader:   Jesus Christ is risen!
People:   He is risen indeed! Alleluia

Leader: Great is the mystery of faith:
All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!
Leader: Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
All: Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life. Lord Jesus Christ,

come in glory!

Prayer of Adoration

Leader opens with prayer on our behalf.

People: God of salvation, you have rolled the stone away and the tomb is empty. Nothing
can defeat your love for your people. The night is passed and the dawn of new
creation is coming. We celebrate with joy Jesus’ victory over death, and we rejoice
in redemption from sin that is guaranteed in Christ. Hear our songs of praise this day,
as we enter the courtyard of your redeeming grace. Amen.
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*Song – Worship Christ the Risen King
Rise O Church and lift your voices
Christ has conquered death and hell
Sing as all the earth rejoices
Resurrection anthems swell
Come and worship come and worship
Worship Christ the Risen King

See the tomb where death had laid Him
Empty now its mouth declares
Death and I could not contain Him
For the throne of life He shares
Come and worship come and worship
Worship Christ the Risen King

Hear the earth protest and tremble
See the stone removed with pow'r
All hell's minions may assemble
But cannot withstand His hour
He has conquered He has conquered
Christ the Lord the Risen King

We acclaim Your life O Jesus
Now we sing Your victory
Sin or hell may seek to seize us
But Your conquest keeps us free
Stand in triumph stand in triumph
Worship Christ the Risen King
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 65:17-25

[17] “For behold, I create new heavens
and a new earth,

and the former things shall not be remembered
or come into mind.

[18] But be glad and rejoice forever
in that which I create;

for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy,
and her people to be a gladness.

[19] I will rejoice in Jerusalem
and be glad in my people;

no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping
and the cry of distress.

[20] No more shall there be in it
an infant who lives but a few days,
or an old man who does not fill out his days,

for the young man shall die a hundred years old,
and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed.

[21] They shall build houses and inhabit them;
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.

[22] They shall not build and another inhabit;
they shall not plant and another eat;

for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,
and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.

[23] They shall not labor in vain
or bear children for calamity,

for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD,
and their descendants with them.

[24] Before they call I will answer;
while they are yet speaking I will hear.

[25] The wolf and the lamb shall graze together;
the lion shall eat straw like the ox,
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and dust shall be the serpent’s food.
They shall not hurt or destroy

in all my holy mountain,”
says the LORD. (ESV)

Leader: The Word of the LORD
People: Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading 1 Corinthians 15:19-26

[19] If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.
[20] But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who

have fallen asleep. [21] For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the
resurrection of the dead. [22] For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made
alive. [23] But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who
belong to Christ. [24] Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the
Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. [25] For he must
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. [26] The last enemy to be
destroyed is death. (ESV)

Leader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

*Song – Crown Him With Many Crowns
Crown Him with many crowns,
The Lamb upon His throne.
Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns
All music but its own.
Awake, my soul and sing Of Him
Who died for thee,
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And hail Him as thy matchless King
Through all eternity.

Crown Him the Lord of love,
Behold His hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above,
In beauty glorified.
No angel in the sky
Can fully bear that sight,
But downward bends His wond'ring eye
At mysteries so bright.

Crown Him the Lord of life,
Who triumphed o'er the grave,
Who rose victorious to the strife
For those He came to save.
His glories now we sing,
Who died, and rose on high
Who died eternal life to bring,
And lives that death may die.

Crown Him the Lord of heav'n,
One with the Father known,
One with the Spirit through Him giv'n
From yonder glorious throne,
To Thee be endless praise
For Thou for us hast died;
Be Thou, O Lord, through endless days
Adored and magnified.

Crown Him the Lord of years,
The Potentate of time,
Creator of the rolling spheres,
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Ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail!
For Thou has died for me;
Thy praise shall never never fail
Throughout eternity.

Prayers of the People
People: Living God, on the first day of the week you brought to birth a new creation

through the glorious resurrection of Jesus Christ. Fill us with the hope and joy
of your resurrection, so that we may share the good news of your saving
grace and life-giving Kingdom with all the world; through Christ our Savior,
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Leader continues to intercede on behalf of the community,
the Church, and the world.

Leader: We pray all of this in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray, saying…
People: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be Your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Yours is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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*Gospel Lesson John 20:1-18

[1] Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early,
while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. [2]
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus
loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not
know where they have laid him.” [3] So Peter went out with the other disciple, and
they were going toward the tomb. [4] Both of them were running together, but the
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. [5] And stooping to look in, he
saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. [6] Then Simon Peter came,
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, [7] and the
face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded
up in a place by itself. [8] Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first,
also went in, and he saw and believed; [9] for as yet they did not understand the
Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. [10] Then the disciples went back to their
homes.

[11] But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to
look into the tomb. [12] And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of
Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. [13] They said to her, “Woman,
why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do
not know where they have laid him.” [14] Having said this, she turned around and
saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. [15] Jesus said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have
laid him, and I will take him away.” [16] Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said
to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). [17] Jesus said to her, “Do not
cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say
to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”
[18] Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the
Lord”—and that he had said these things to her. (ESV)

Leader: The Word of the LORD.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Sermon Rev. Taylor Leachman
“Easter Changes Everything”

Passing of the Peace
Leader: The Peace of the LORD be always with you.
People: And also with you!

Parents are invited to pick up children from the nursery for the final Liturgy of the Table.

*Affirmation of Faith Nicene Creed
(A Translation of the Ukrainian Catholic Church’s Version)

People: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father. Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
one in being with the Father. Through Him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation He came down from heaven: by the power
of the Holy Spirit He was born of the Virgin Mary, and became man.

For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered, died, and was
buried. On the third day He rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures; He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right of the Father.
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father [and the Son].

With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken
through the Prophets.

We believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Confession of Sin
(Adapted from two confessions of sin. One is used at Christ Central Church in Charlotte,

NC and the other is used at Central Presbyterian Church in New York City, NY.)

Leader:  Lord Jesus Christ, even the first disciples found it hard to believe you were
alive. So too, we live as though you are not alive in us today.

People: We confess that we too often have chosen to remain captive to doubt and
fear and ways that lead to death. By our thoughts, words, and actions, we
have scorned your love, diminished the lives of others, and defaced your
image in us. Lord, forgive us. Forgive us our hurtful thoughts, our harmful
words, our destructive actions. Forgive us that so little of your risen life has
found its way into our daily life.

Forgive us for Jesus’ sake and enable us by His resurrection power to live no
longer for ourselves but for Him who died and rose again for us. Amen.
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*Assurance of Pardon 1 Corinthians 15:54-57

Leader: When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:

“Death is swallowed up in victory.”
“O death, where is your victory?
“O death, where is your sting?”

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God,
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Leader: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life.

Celebration of Holy Communion
People: We do not presume to come to this, Your Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in

our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your Table. But you are the
same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore,
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink
his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body and our
souls washed through his most precious blood that we may evermore dwell
in him, and he in us. We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Leader: The LORD be with you.
People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up unto the LORD.
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Leader: Let us give thanks to the LORD, our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Leader: It is very good and right, our duty and privilege, to at all times, and in all
places, give thanks unto you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of
heaven, we laud and magnify your glorious Name; evermore praising you,
and singing…
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Words of Institution

Leader: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

All: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Chris will come again.

Leader: Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the LORD, our God.

We serve both wine and grape juice for communion.
Grape juice is available in the middle of the communion trays while wine is available on the edge.

All communion bread is gluten free.

Communion Song – Come People of the Risen King
Come, people of the Risen King
Who delight to bring Him praise
Come all and tune your hearts to sing
To the Morning Star of grace
From the shifting shadows of the earth
We will lift our eyes to Him
Where steady arms of mercy reach
To gather children in

Refrain:
Rejoice, rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice!
One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice!

Come, those whose joy is morning sun
And those weeping through the night
Come, those who tell of battles won
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And those struggling in the fight
For His perfect love will never change
And His mercies never cease
But follow us through all our days
With the certain hope of peace

Refrain

Come, young and old from every land
Men and women of the faith
Come, those with full or empty hands
Find the riches of His grace
Over all the world, His people sing
Shore to shore we hear them call
The Truth that cries through every age:
"Our God is all in all"!

Refrain (2X)

*Song – Agnus Dei / King of Kings
Alleluia, Alleluia
For the Lord God Almighty reigns

Alleluia, Alleluia
For the Lord God Almighty reigns
Alleluia

Holy, Holy
Are You Lord God Almighty
Worthy is the Lamb
Worthy is the Lamb
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You are Holy, Holy
Are You Lord God Almighty
Worthy is the Lamb
Worthy is the Lamb
Amen

In the darkness we were waiting
Without hope, without light
'Til from heaven You came running
There was mercy in Your eyes

To fulfill the law and prophets
To a virgin came the word
From a throne of endless glory
To a cradle in the dirt

Refrain:
Praise the Father, praise the Son
Praise the Spirit, three in one
God of glory, Majesty
Praise forever to the King of kings

To reveal the Kingdom coming
And to reconcile the lost
To redeem the whole creation
You did not despise the cross

For even in Your suffering
You saw to the other side
Knowing this was our salvation
Jesus for our sake You died
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Refrain

And the morning that You rose
All of heaven held its breath
'Til that stone was moved for good
For the Lamb had conquered death

And the dead rose from their tombs
And the angels stood in awe
For the souls of all who'd come
To the Father are restored

And the church of Christ was born
Then the Spirit lit the flame
Now this gospel truth of old
Shall not kneel, shall not faint

By His blood and in His name
In His freedom I am free
For the love of Jesus Christ
Who Has resurrected me

Refrain (2X)

Praise forever to the King of kings
We praise forever to the King of kings

*Closing Prayer of Thanksgiving and Mission
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*Benediction Hebrews 13:20-21

Pastor: Now may the God of peace
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
the great shepherd of the sheep,
by the blood of the eternal covenant,
equip you with everything good that you may do his will,
working in us that which is pleasing in his sight,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

Giving
If you are interested in giving to the mission of Advent
Houston, you can do so physically by giving in the offertory
basket in the back of the room or by scanning the QR code
here to give online:
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Media Release
Advent Houston shares photos taken at our events in our monthly newsletters, on our website, or on

social media for the purpose of promoting and highlighting the church’s mission. By being present,
you consent to being photographed and having these photos shared. For individuals who are not

comfortable being visible in a shared photograph, please notify the church at
admin@adventpres.org to opt out of the media release.

We would love to keep in touch with you!
Scan this QR Code

to sign up for our newsletter.

taylor.leachman@adventpres.org

Advent Presbyterian Church of Houston
3139 W Holcombe #650

Houston, TX 77025

(713) 364-6748

http://adventpres.org
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