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“A Biblical Response to Current Events”  

Part 2 – 7/12/20  

 

2 weeks ago I brought the first part of this message, “A Biblical Response to 

Current Events”. In that message we began by simply asking the question…  

 

(Slide)  

What Should We Do to Respond Biblically to Current Events in our Culture 

as Followers of Christ?  

 

And I clarified that this message is for followers of Christ – those of us who 

have placed our faith in Christ for salvation, Jesus is our Lord and Savior and 

by extension therefore, His Word – the Bible – is our sole source of 

authority. As Christians our worldview is (should be) biblical.  

 

Meaning, that we look at the current events in our culture and nation and 

we filter them and understand them and RESPOND TO THEM, not through 

the worldview of the world itself – which is basically everything that God 

and the Bible are not – but we filter them through the Bible and then we 

respond biblically.  

 

For a Christ-follower, every part of who we are is impacted by our 

commitment to Christ and is guided by the Bible as our source of truth – 

everything –  
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The way we view marriage, sex, money, parenting, education, friendship, 

serving others, politics (YES, EVEN POLITICS), social issues, and current 

events. It’s all shaped by the truth of God’s Word.  

 

Of course, this doesn’t happen overnight, it’s a process. Once you place 

your faith in Christ for salvation and you’ve made the commitment to follow 

Christ as your Lord and Savior… 

 

It takes time to adjust your mind, your life, your thinking, your worldview, 

your priorities, your use of time, your commitments, everything you are, 

everything you do, to God’s Word.  

 

The general word the Bible uses for this process is discipleship – which 

basically means the process of learning and growing. The theological word is 

Sanctification which is the process of becoming like God.  

 

God makes this process possible beginning at salvation in 3 ways:  

- By placing Himself inside us in the person of the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit teaches us, guides us, convicts us, and comforts us. 
 

- By giving us a spiritual family that provides the right environment in 
which to learn and grow and become like Christ with others who are 
doing the same. This family is called the body of Christ, or The Church. 

  

- By using His Word the Bible to shape us and mold us, not into the 
world’s image, but into God’s image as we learn it and obey it and live 
it out in every way 
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A true Christian is a disciple of Jesus, meaning you’ve set yourself to follow 

Him and learn His teachings which are found in the Bible and to embrace 

them and adjust your life to live by His teachings.  

 

Maybe you’re thinking, “Well why should I do that? What’s wrong with 

Islam? Or Buddhism? Or the New Age Movement? Or just being an Agnostic 

or an Atheist or someone who’s just non-religious?  

 

Good question and for time’s sake here’s my short answer: Of all the 

religious figures who claimed to be perfect or claimed to represent God – 

like Jesus did, like others have done – there’s only one who backed it up by 

His actions – Jesus.  

 

He’s the only who predicted ahead of time, His death, the method of His 

death, even the means of His death, and He predicted His own resurrection 

– even the timing of that resurrection – 3 days after His death.  

 

So when it came time, He didn’t refuse to die, He died willingly, in exactly 

the way He said He would, and He rose again exactly when He predicted He 

would – 3 days later…  

 

Proving His claims to be God and confirming His position as the only One 

who can forgive sin and grant eternal life – just like He said could and 

would.  
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His resurrection proves that everything He taught about life, about death, 

about sin and heaven and hell and the human condition and God’s coming 

judgment on this world, and every other topic and aspect of life is 100% 

accurate and true and worthy of following.  

 

His track-record of everything He did and said is perfect and impeccable. He 

therefore is the ONLY ONE who’s telling the truth and He Himself said that 

He alone is the ONLY ONE who can forgive sin, and grant eternal life in 

heaven. 

 

He therefore is the ONLY ONE deserving of our worship and of our devotion 

and our lives, and since He IS the only one, all other paths, all other ways, all 

other religions or non-religions, do NOT lead to God, they do NOT lead to 

heaven, they lead to death and destruction.  

 

Jesus is exclusively the way, the truth, and the life. And His call to all is 

simple, yet profound. He doesn’t want part of your life. He doesn’t want to 

be added to other commitments in your life.  

 

He wants you to come to Him, turn your life completely over to Him and 

follow to the exclusion of all other things or people in your life. And in 

return He’ll give you forgiveness of your sin, peace inside your soul, and 

eternal life with Him in heaven.  

 

He said…   
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(Slide)  

“Come to me, all of you who are weary and burdened and I will give you 

rest. Take up my yoke and learn from me, because I am lowly and humble in 

heart, and you will find rest for your soul.” 

Matthew 11:28-29 

 

If you’ve never done that, I hope and pray you’ll do it today. Life’s too 

precious to waste, and it’s too uncertain to take a risk that you’ll die before 

coming to Christ. The call to salvation is a call for immediate action. Today is 

the day of salvation God implores to us all in His Word!  

 

Now, anyone who hasn’t placed their faith in Christ for salvation, and by 

extension then, His Word – the Bible – is NOT their source of authority,  will 

find that this message won’t fit into their worldview, and they may find this 

message unsettling, and maybe even a little shocking.  

 

But let’s be real: Jesus was shocking. His preaching was shocking. His call to 

discipleship was shocking. His lifestyle was shocking. And the worldview 

He’s called us to adopt and live by is likewise shocking and antithetical to 

everything that our world stands for and stands by. 

 

So, I’m just telling you up front this morning that this is where I’m coming 

from, this is who this message is for, and if you find it distasteful, that may 

be why, and so I hope you’ll take this into consideration.  
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2 weeks ago I proposed 2 action steps to take in responding biblically to 

current events – and I would encourage you to if you weren’t with us in-

person or online that day to go back and watch the message.  

 

The video is on our website and our APP. But here’s the first 2 action steps… 

(THESE ARE ON YOUR NOTES)  

 

(SLIDE) REVIEW:  
1. Recognize that these are the last days and truth is relative – 2 Timothy 

3:1-9 
 
And we certainly are witnessing the relativity of truth and the denial of 
truth in our culture right now. So since that’s the case the second step we 
need to take is to…  
 

2. Reaffirm the truth we stand on – 2 Timothy 3:13-16 

 

Our affirmation is that the Bible is our only and sole source of truth. It alone 

provides God’s view on everything and in it we find God’s directions for how 

He would have us think and believe in and act on.  

 

So we said that in light of God’s Word, as we consider the current events 

happening in our nation, there are several applicable biblical commitments 

we should be make and stand on and for right now.  

 

(SLIDE) Our Biblical Commitments:  

Because of the emphasis in God’s Word on prayer we commit to making 

prayer our first and foremost strategy.  
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(Slide)  

“First of all, then, I urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all those who are 

in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all 

godliness and dignity.” 1 Timothy 2:1-2 

 

These were our memory verses these last couple of weeks, so let’s say them 

out loud together.  

(Slide)  

 
 

Please, pray for America. Pray for our leaders, our government, for revival in 

the body of Christ, for spiritual awakening of those who need Christ as 

Savior.  

 

(SLIDE) 2. Because of the value of human life in the eyes of God, we commit 

to oppose all racism and to stand up for the oppressed.  

 

“Speak up for those who have no voice, for the justice of all who 

are dispossessed. Speak up, judge righteously, and defend the 

cause of the oppressed and needy.” Proverbs 31:8-9 
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(Slide) 3. Because of God’s heart for all people, we commit to not be swayed 

from our God-given mission of spreading the gospel and making disciples – 

Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15; John 20:21 

 

With all we COULD do in response to the current events that are happening 

around us, it can be tempting to get busy and take actions that might in 

themselves be good, but could also keep us busy and miss the priority Christ 

has already given us…  

 

Namely, the spreading of the gospel and the making of disciples. Getting the 

gospel to those who don’t know Christ and making disciples of those who 

come to faith in Christ, this is what should always be our highest priority.  

 

This is what should consume our attention, our time and our resources. 

Without the Gospel all people are hopelessly lost in their sin and without 

hope for an eternity in heaven – no matter their race or ethnicity.  

 

Please don’t misunderstand me, I’m not saying we do nothing to oppose 

racism and stand up for the oppressed – we’ve already talked about that.  

 

I’m saying that history proves that Christians have a tendency to seek to 

meet people’s social needs and physical needs – which is good, but then 

they end up abandoning the work of the gospel in favor of these worthwhile 

efforts, thus forfeiting the priority of the gospel.  
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Entire denominations in America have done this and as a result these 

Christians and churches and denominations have become spiritually 

impotent and irrelevant in advancing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, resulting in 

millions of people who will end up in hell because no one ever told them 

how to be saved.  

 

We have to beware of this emphasis on the Social Gospel as we seek to 

minister to people’s needs while at the same time introducing them to Jesus 

Christ who alone is able to meet their spiritual needs.   

 

After Paul told Timothy to pray for political/government leaders, because 

our leaders have a direct influence on the quality of lives that we lead, he 

then told him the ultimate reason why we should pray for our leaders…  

 

(SLIDE)  

“This is good and pleases God our Savior, who wants everyone to be saved 

and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 1 Timothy 2:3-4 

 

What pleases God our Savior? It’s pleasing to God first of all that Christians 

pray. It’s REALLY pleasing to God when Christian pray for their leaders. 

 

It’s REALLY, REALLY please to God when in answer to our prayers, His 

blessing on our nation leads to people living peaceful lives, godly lives, lives 

lived in dignity toward Him and toward one another (Something we’re not 

seeing much of right now). 
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And it’s the ultimate in pleasing to God when because of the peaceful, 

godly, dignified lives of His people, the gospel spreads and people to come 

to know the truth and be saved.  

 

God’s heart beats for lost people. It’s His desire that all people will come to 

faith in Jesus and be saved. This verse doesn’t mean that all people WILL be 

saved, we know from other passages of Scripture that that’s not true.  

 

But it means that ultimately, it is the heart of God that no one should suffer 

in hell for eternity because of their sin. It breaks the heart of God when 

people choose to stay in their sin and suffer the eternal consequences.  

 

And it’s because of this love for people that He’s left His church – the true 

church – all followers of Christ – in this world and given us the mission of 

spreading the gospel and making disciples.  

 

Fellowship, not matter what’s happening in the current events of our 

culture, we must never lose sight of the high and holy calling of the 

centrality of the gospel of Jesus Christ in our lives, our homes, out witness 

and in this church to a world that needs Jesus.  

 

These are our memory verses for this week, so let’s say them out loud 

together.  

 

Now, these are the biblical commitments that we need to reaffirm and 

stand on in light of current events. Let me give you one more action step we 

should take in responding to current events in our culture.  
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Not only should we (review #’s 1 & 2)… 

 

(Slide) 3. Remember and follow God’s commands regarding civil authority – 

Romans 13:1-5 

 

Here in Romans 13 we’re given God’s commands regarding civil authority, 

and they’re not suggestions or principles or great ideas. These are direct 

commands from God to us.  

 

And these are very important. As we go through these commands, I want 

you to lay these down in your mind as a measuring stick, then think about 

what we’re seeing happening in our culture, compare them.  

 

I think as we go through these that you’ll find a very wide gap between 

what God says and what we see happening. Not only should we make this 

comparison, but we do so in order to understand the way God wants us to 

respond not only to these events, but toward civil authority.  

 

Here’s the first command… 

God’s Commands Regarding Civil Authority:  

(Slide) 1.) No matter the form of government, no matter who is in authority, 

God’s expectation is for everyone to submit to all governing authorities – 

Rom. 13:1a  
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The word “submit” in this verse carries the idea of a soldier and the 

absolute obedience that is required for anyone in the military to their 

commanding officer.  

 

Have any you served in the military? (Raise Hand). First, thank you from all 

of us for serving! (Applause).  

 

But those of you who have served know, that the only way a military 

organization can function is by absolute submission to one’s commanding 

officer. Anything other than that will result in chaos and utter failure.  

 

God is making it clear here that all people, especially Christians, have a 

responsibility to GOD, to live in submission our governing authorities – local 

authorities, state authorities, federal authorities.  

 

To submit means that we obey the laws of the land and we obey those who 

enforce the laws of the land. I’ll show you next God’s reasons why He wants 

us to do this.  

 

But nowhere in Scripture do you see God condoning people storming the 

castle, revolting against government leaders, taking over city hall or defying 

those who represent the government, namely peace officers.  

 

Now there is any exception to this command in the Bible…  
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(Slide)  

The Exception to Submitting to Civil Authorities:  

When civil authorities command us to do what God forbids or when civil 

authorities forbid us from doing what God commands (Acts 4:13-20).  

 

We cannot submit to civil authorities if they require us to do something that 

God has said is a sin to do. For example, as we’ve seen in recent days, if the 

government requires Christian ministries to provide health care plans for 

their employees that include/or support abortion, then that is something 

that we cannot submit to.  

 

Praise God just this week the Supreme Court ruled against the government 

being able to do that. That’s a big praise!!!  

 

And the other side of the coin is that we cannot submit to civil authorities 

when they forbid us from doing something that God has commanded us to 

do.  

 

In Acts 4 the authorities forbid Peter and John from preaching the Gospel 

and threatened them with force if they did. And Peter and John said, “Sorry, 

you do what you want to us, but we can’t stop spreading the gospel, to do 

so would be to be in disobedience to God.” 

 

But outside of this exception, God is clear: everyone is to submit to 

governing authorities no matter the type of government we have or who is 

filling the role of authority over us or how that government is functioning 

whether in a godly way or an evil way.  
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Think about the one who wrote this under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 

– the Apostle Paul. Paul wrote this to Christians living in Rome. Their 

Emperor was Nero – a sadistic killer of Christians.  

 

Even Paul himself suffered greatly at the hands of the Roman government 

and would eventually lose his life by the hand of a Roman executioner who 

would cut off his head. 

 

But nowhere in the New Testament through all his arrests, his trials and his 

suffering at the hands of the Roman government do you find Paul 

complaining, or asking for justice or seeking revenge against the Roman 

government. He submitted – because that’s what God has called everyone 

to do.  

 

So is it right to organize and/or participate in civil disobedience against 

government authorities, in activism that breaks the laws of the land or 

stands in opposition to those who enforce the laws of the land such as 

police officers?  

 

And I believe the answer to that question in light of Scripture, is exceedingly 

clear? How can it be? How can it be right when God commands submission 

to civil authorities?  

 

Again, the only time, the only example in Scripture, where it is not sinful to 

practice civil disobedience, is when government demands that we sin 

against God or refuses to allow us to obey God and His Word.  
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Let me close with a little morsel for next Sunday: Here’s the reason God 

gives why He wants us to live in submission to civil government: Because HE 

created government and has allowed the governments that exist – both 

good and bad – to be in power.  

Let me leave you with this challenge – it’s two-fold:  

 

First, study this yourself. Go home and this week study Romans 13:1-5. Tear 

it apart. Ask yourself what God is saying in these verses so that when we 

look at these next Sunday, you’ll already have insight into what God says 

and what He means and how He would want us all to respond.  

 

Second, learn more about current issues like racism and it’s history in 

America from a Christian and biblical perspective. (RECOMMENDATIONS ON 

NOTES) 

 

INVITATION:  

 

DISMISSAL (NO SONG) / LOVE OFFERING FOR THE ANDERSON’S  

 
 

 

(FREE AT WWW.FELLOWSHIPNORWALK.ORG)  
 

“ONENESS EMBRACED WITH TONY EVANS” 

http://www.fellowshipnorwalk.org/
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(6 VIDEO SESSIONS, EACH APPOXIMATELY 12 MIN.’S.) 
 

Black/white relations in the culture at large and in the church in particular continue to be a stain on America's 

respectable reputation. The church has clearly failed and must seek to function by God's kingdom perspective. In 

this legacy message, Tony Evans seeks to promote a biblical understanding of the kingdom foundation of oneness by 

detailing why we don't have it, what we need to do to get it, and what it will look like when we live it.  

 

Fully encompassing areas of unity, history, culture, the church and social justice, Evans looks to the scriptures for 

the balance between righteousness and justice that is crucial for applying in this generation and in training the next. 

A full section on black church history provides a background and understanding that has often been neglected. 

Recalling experiences in his own evangelical journey, Evans shares kingdom minded approaches for biblical justice 

and social restoration. To better glorify God and help heal the persistent racial divide, all church members would do 

well to read and learn from Oneness Embraced.   

 
“RACE IN AMERICA” – PHIL VISCHER (18 MIN. VIDEO)  
 
We need to talk about race. Why are people angry? Why so upset? Didn't we elect a black president? Pass civil 

rights laws? Isn't racism illegal now? Three years ago my brother Rob and I co-taught a class that discussed issues of 

racial injustice. That class turned into a popular podcast episode, which we've now turned into this video. 

 

 

 

“RACE, JUSTICE, AND THE CHURCH” – ERIC MASON (30 MIN. VIDEO) 

 
We live in dark times, and God has called the church to be a prophetic voice. In this message Pastor Eric Mason 

challenges us that the church has tragically majored on the minor things, and by doing so has become a pathetic 

voice. 

 
“BLOODLINES” – JOHN PIPER (19 MIN. VIDEO)  
 

A documentary featuring Pastor John Piper as he walks through his personal story of growing up in the segregated 

South. His personal story boldly champions the transforming power of the gospel and the beauty of racial diversity 

and harmony in Christ.   

 

 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Speaker/999479
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Speaker/999479

