
Come Together. Reach Out.  
 

May 7, 2020 

 

Fellowship Family,  

 

     Our leadership wanted to provide you with an update as we continue navigating the daily changes brought 

upon us all through the virus. It has been and continues to be our commitment to as closely as possible follow the 

guidelines provided to us by the CDC and Governor Reynolds. Even within these guidelines there is latitude to 

operate as we believe we must within our constitutional rights. We are also closely listening to the advice and 

counsel of Christian ministries like The Iowa Family Leader and the Church Ambassador Network. Finally, we are in 

touch with various churches in our community and beyond in order to keep a pulse on how others within local 

evangelicalism are understanding the guidelines and responding.  

 

     In addition to the above, there are several principles that we have embraced that also impact the decision-

making of our church leadership. These include:  

• The health and safety of our members and our community  

• Scriptural instruction on fellowship and gatherings  

• Our testimony to a watching world in our area 

• The prayerful wisdom of those tasked with providing leadership to our church (elders & staff)  

• The specific needs and circumstances of our church family and our community  
 

     Given all the above, at this time we are taking a data-driven, not date-driven approach to re-opening our 

church to in-person services. As you know that data can change on a daily basis which is why we likewise are 

taking a day-by-day approach not only with our re-opening, but to every facet of our ministry.  

 

     From the beginning of this crisis we have taken what we believe is a biblical approach to our operation as a 

church family.  No matter what circumstances we might be facing it is God’s will that we continue to… Come 

Together. Reach Out. Isn’t that what we see in the Scriptures for the church of Jesus Christ, even when the church 

suffered from persecution, famine, or other threats in their culture and society? That’s why we’ve encouraged 

you to… join us live on Sundays for our online service, participate in our Tuesday evening live Prayer Service and 

our Lunchtime Devo’s on Wednesday, and to stay up to date with our Friday morning Fellowship Family Update. 

It’s also why we feel at this time that it is imperative that our church family follow the Lord’s leading in sharing His 

love and the gospel with the people of our area, which we are doing through our Free Drive-Thru Hot Meals, our 

partnership with the Big Red Food Truck, and in other ways as God leads.  

 

     Moving forward, as of this writing, we are not sure what Sunday we will begin having in-person Sunday 

services. It more than likely will not be before the end of May. Like was stated earlier, data and information 

changes daily, so stay tuned. But we are certain about what our summer schedule will look like…  

 



The Summer Schedule - Beginning Wednesday, May 27th:  

Wednesdays:  Noon - Lunchtime Devo’s 
   1st Wednesday of each month: Zoom Study – “The Bible” – 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  

A study on the Bible itself – The Authority of the Bible, How You 
Can Know the Bible is True, How to Study the Bible, etc.  

2nd Wednesday of each month: Deacons Meetings 
Last Wednesday of the month: Free Hot Drive – thru Meal Outreach  

to our community  
 
Thursdays:  Live online Prayer Service – 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  

  
Fridays:  Friday Fellowship Update – 9:00 a.m.  

  
Sundays:  Continue online services until further notice. If we’re still having online  

only services by June 21st we will consider offering another 
outdoor/drive-in service on Father’s Day 

 
     Our summer calendar has also changed quite a bit with the cancellation of our Israel trip in June, and our 

Mexico Missions trip in July. Right now, we are still making plans for the Youth Wisconsin Trip – July 31st – Aug. 1st, 

Fun Fest – August 5th – 7th, and our 25 Year Anniversary Weekend – August 8th – 9th. Again, things could change.  

 

     One bright spot has been the hard work of Grace Higdon and the staff of our Norwalk Christian Academy. I’m 

happy to report that through all this, we have continued to provide care for the families of children who need it, 

especially those working on the front lines of fighting the virus in health care, law enforcement and other 

necessary places of employment. Thank you, Grace, and to your team for your hard work and determination! NCA 

opens its summer programming on Monday, May 11th. Included with this letter is the latest information about 

NCA from our school board.  

 

     One last thing before we close, we hope you’ve been able to take advantage of our church’s subscription to 

Right Now Media. RNM is an amazing library of resources available free to you and your family. You can access 

this library on our website. If you haven’t done so yet, we hope you’ll do so soon.  

 

     Most of all we want you to know how much we love you. It is difficult to speak to a camera each week, 

and communicate by email, phone and social media without personal interaction. But we know that you are 

there, and we hope you know we are here for you as well. At a time like this, we can’t sit with you, put an arm 

around you, or even bow in prayer in-person. This is when a Biblical concept comes into view that is so important, 

and that is, "Our primary relationship is not with our families or our church family, but with our vital relationship 

is with God." May your relationship with our Lord not only grow during this but flourish as you seek Him every 

day.  

     With our Love,  

     Pastor Rob and our Elders and Staff  

 

     P.S. We likewise praise God and thank you for your consistent and faithful giving these past 2 months which 

has allowed us to continue the ministry of Fellowship with no interruption. If you have any questions about our 

finances or our May-June budget, please call Brett Kuntz at the church office.  

 



 
 

 

We Are Here to Help! 
 
     As times continue to change, we at Norwalk Christian Academy wanted to let you know that we are 
moving forward in acceptance of children and providing childcare for school age children. Throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic, we have continued to provide care for preschoolers, and we remain open to 
serve families.    
 
     During this time, NCA enacted the guidelines and recommendations from the DHS and CDC in order 
to keep our children, families and staff safe. We are very blessed to report that the school has not had 
any reported cases of COVID-19. In addition, we were able to transition our TK-7th grade programs 
seamlessly and to provide learning opportunities to our students throughout this COVID-19 crisis. In 
fact, the results of our recent developmental testing reveal that our students ranked at or above their 
grade level in preparation for this fall.  
    
     We are excited to announce that as of May 11th we will be accepting school age children into our 
summer program for all-day childcare. Our summer programming will look different this year in 
response to COVID-19. Since many children in the public school system have lost valuable educational 
developmental time, we will be utilizing the expertise of our certified staff in developing and offering a 
focused and individualized educational approach for our school-aged children.  
 
     We will be adding curriculum resources for each grade guided by our Teacher/Curriculum 
Coordinator.  To assist public school children and families who lost out on some educational learning, we 
will be utilizing the resources that Norwalk schools provided to families so that students can hopefully 
enter their next school year academically proficient. We will also maintain social distancing and allow for 
individual support with smaller group sizes.  
 
     It is our desire to come alongside families in partnership to ensure that every child will be ready 
developmentally as they enter their next grade level this Fall. We are here to serve you, so don’t hesitate 
to contact us.  
 
     Grace Higdon (NCA Director) and the NCA Board  
 


