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December 5th, 2021 

 
Part 9: “God’s Mission in the New Testament” 

 
For the last couple of weeks, we’ve been floating in the Bible down the river 
of God’s mission to the world – a river that flows from Genesis thru 
Revelation. Our God is on mission to redeem our spiritually lost world and 
that’s what the Bible is all about.  
 
Before we cross the boundary from the Old to the New Testament this 
morning on that river, let’s quickly turn around and look back to where 
we’ve been and what we’ve learned so far…  
 
(Slide) 1. God gave Adam and Eve a “cultural mandate” to bear His image 
and likeness in and to the world so the world would know what God is like 
– Genesis 1:26-28 
 
2. God promised Abraham that all the nations of the earth would be 
blessed through him and his family – Genesis 12:1-3. 
 
(Slide) 3. The nation of Israel was called by God to be a missionary nation 
to make Him known to the world – Exodus 19:3-6 (Deut. 4:5-9; Jeremiah 
13:11)  
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4. The ultimate mission of the church is not missions, it’s worship. 
Missions exists because worship doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not 
missions, because God is ultimate, not man.  
 
(Slide) 5. When all the countless representatives of all the peoples and 
nations worship the Lord at his throne in heaven as described in the book 
of Revelation, the need for missions activity will no longer exist – missions 
will no longer exist – because God’s mission will be completed. Missions is 
a temporary necessity, but worship will last forever.  
 

(Slide)  
“All of history is moving toward the one great goal, the white-hot worship 
of God and his Son among all the peoples of the earth. Missions is not that 
goal. It is the means. And for that reason, it is the second greatest human 

activity in the world.”  
~ Pastor John Piper  

 
Now as we move into the New Testament this morning, the focus of the 
first four books – the gospels – is Jesus. There is no other event in the 
mission of God in the history of the world like the sending of God’s Son to 
become the Savior of the world – which also just happens to be the real 
focus of Christmas by the way.  
 
And what the gospels and then the book of Acts reveals is a parallel 
between how the Father sent Jesus and how Jesus in-turn sends us,His 
followers – the church.  
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Just as Jesus had a commission from the Father, so we the disciples of Jesus 
hold a commission from Jesus, and this commission is stated not just in the 
first gospel – Matthew, it’s stated in all four of the gospels and the book of 
Acts.  
 
So it’s important that we carefully look at each of these commissions from 
Jesus and consider all five of them together and what Jesus meant for us as 
His witnesses across the street and around the world.  
 
One theologian puts this importance of this careful inspection of these 5 
commissions this way…  

(Slide)  
“Only by listening to the distinctive message of each do they collectively 

provide the theological basis for the wide range of redemptive works that 
the church engages in, which we call missions. All the commissions are set 

withing the larger context of the mission of God and God’s original 
promise to Abraham that He would bless “all nations on earth.”  

~ Timothy Tennent  
 
The first commission of Jesus is in the gospel of John. READ John 21:19-21. 
 
In your Bible I want to encourage you to underline these verses and, in the 
margin, write “The Sent Ones Commission”. Then write this reference 
Matthew 28:18-20 (that’s the second one). This will help you follow the 
river of God’s mission here in the New Testament.  
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(Slide) Jesus’ New Testament Commissions:  
1. The “Sent One’s” Commission – John 20:19-21 

 
Jesus emphasizes in verse 21, the key verse, that “As the Father has sent 
me, I also send you.” Jesus presents himself here at both one is who sent 
from the Father and as one who sends.  
 
Hold your place here and turn back to chapter 17, because this isn’t the first 
time Jesus made this statement. READ John 17:14-18.  
 
So back to chapter 20 now, in giving His disciples this commission before He 
ascended back into heaven, He is, by extension, giving it to us. It applies to 
us as well.  
 
Fellowship Community Church – we are both a sent people AND we are a 
sending people. We’ve been sent with the same mission and for the same 
purpose that Jesus was sent.  
 
And as an extension of Him we send out our own to be His witnesses to the 
unreached peoples of the world. We call these people missionaries.  
 
So does that mean each of us are missionaries? Are we all called to sell our 
possessions and go live in a foreign land among an unreached people group 
and do the hard work of reaching that people with the gospel?  
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In answer to that question, let’s add to our small library of terms that we’ve 
been building for a couple of weeks by adding a definition of what a 
missionary is…  

(Slide)  
Mission = “to send”; the sending activity of God for the purpose of 

reconciling to Himself and bringing into His kingdom fallen (sinful) humans 
from every people, nation and tongue.  

Missions = the various activities and efforts of the church, in carrying out 
the task of Christ’s mission in the world.  

Missionary = those set apart by God and the church to cross natural and 
cultural barriers making disciples with the gospel. 

 
So in a very general sense, a missionary is someone who is a sent-one who 
is called, prepared and committed to go and make disciples among people 
who do not have the gospel.  
 
While Jesus has called us ALL to be sent-ones, not all of us are going to be 
led by God to be a missionary. We’re NOT all missionaries. BUT, we are all 
sent-ones, we’re all witnesses to others of the gospel of Jesus Christ as 
we’ve seen in Acts 1:8. 
 
So while not all of us will be cross-cultural missionaries, none of us are off 
the hook so to speak. We all should be willing to go and be a missionary if 
that is what God calls us to do.  
 
If not, then our calling is to be the best sent ones we can be by being faithful 
witnesses for Christ here and by living in a sacrificial way, supporting those 
who are sent as missionaries. 
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The only difference between a missionary and someone who isn’t is in the 
context of where they live-out their calling as sent-ones for the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Paul described our calling as sent-ones like this…  

(Slide)  
“For this I am an ambassador in chains…”  

Ephesians 6:20  
“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal 

through us. 
2 Corinthians 5:20a 

 
Paul was missionary and he called himself an ambassador. Then he says that 
everyone who knows Christ is an ambassador. So write this down on your 
notes, sent ones are ambassadors.  
 
God has commissioned each of us to represent Him in this world as 
ambassadors for Jesus Christ the King. Some of us will do that in a cross-
cultural context somewhere in the world… 
 
And the rest of us will do that right here in our culture and context where 
we live as well as support those who are going cross-culturally – both are 
equally important to the fulfillment of Christ’s mission.  
 
Our God is a sender who sent His One and only Son into the world to 
provide forgiveness of sin and eternal life to all who place their belief and 
faith in Him.  
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And we have been sent by Him to witness to others so they too can have 
their sins forgiven and receive eternal life through our great King. And our 
King is not just interested in some of the people of the world… 
 
He’s commanded that we, the sent-ones, reach out to all of the nations of 
the world, no matter where they are, no matter what or who they worship, 
no matter how evil or sinful they might be… 
 
No matter how hostile to him and His ambassadors they may be. Our God 
loves them all and He won’t quit until every tribe, nation and tongue has 
worshipers of Him who will be gathered with the faithful around His throne 
in heaven.  
 
And that’s the heart of the second commission Jesus gave, but before we 
get to that, John 20:21 is our memory verse for this week, let’s say it 
together out loud…  

(Slide)  
“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace to you.  

As the Father has sent me, I also send you.’”  
John 20:21 

 
Let’s turn over to the second commission in Matthew 28. READ Matthew 
28:18-20.  
 
(Slide) Jesus’ New Testament Commissions:  

2. The “Discipling of Every Nation” Commission - Matthew 28:18-20  
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Underline these verses and in the margin in your Bible and write this: The 
“Discipling of Every Nation” Commission. Then write beside it “Luke 24:44” 
– that’s the third commission in the chain of commissions which we’ll look 
at next Sunday.  
 
This of course is also known as the Great Commission. In giving this 
commission as some of His last words before He left this earth, Jesus shone 
new light on God’s mission to redeem our spiritually lost world.  
 
In the Old Testament, Israel was called to live in such a way that the nations 
of the world would come to Jerusalem and through the Jews understand 
who God is and His love for them.  
 
But when we cross the boundary into the New Testament on the river of 
God’s mission in the Bible, Jesus reverses things. Instead of the peoples of 
the world coming to us, Jesus commissions us to go to them – all of them!   
 
Fellowship, we need to have a heart for all the nations, because God’s heart 
beats for the nations. God wants all churches to have a heart for the 
nations. He wants our church’s heart to beat for the nations that He has 
created.  
 
Notice 3 key phrases in this commission. Jesus said…  

1.)  “All authority has been given to me…” – vs. 18b 
 
In this statement Jesus assured us of the legitimacy of the mission and our 
task. When we witness to others and tell them about Jesus and invite them 
to follow Him and become a worshiper of Him…  
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We’re also inviting them to follow the only one in the universe who has ALL 
authority. There is no one else in the entire universe worthy of our whole-
hearted allegiance and worship.  
 
Pastor John Piper reminds us that “All authority” means that Jesus has 
authority over…  

- Satan and all demons 
- All angels – both good and evil  
- The natural universe, natural objects and laws and forces 
- Stars, galaxies, planets, meteorites 
- All weather systems – rain, wind, lightning, thunder, hurricanes, 

tornados, monsoons, typhoons, duraco’s, and cyclones 
- Authority over all their effects: tidal waves, floods, and fires 
- All authority over molecular and atomic reality: atoms, electrons, 

protons, neutrons, undiscovered subatomic particles, quantum 
physics, genetic structures, DNA, chromosomes 

- All authority over all plants and animals, fish and whales, giant squid 
and giant oaks, bacteria, viruses, parasites, and germs 

- All authority over the functions of human bodies – every beat of every 
heart of every human being on the planet all at the same time, every 
breathe at every second 

- All authority over all the nations and governments, congresses and 
legislatures and presidents and kings and courts 

- All authority over all armies and weapons and bombs and terrorists 
- All authority over industries and business and finance, wall street and 

the stock markets of the world  
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- All authority over entertainment, Hollywood, Dollywood, the media, 
the higher institutions of education and learning, research and science 
and discovery and yes, the World Health Organization and Dr. Faucci 

- All authority over crime lords and syndicates and violence 
- All authority over families, neighborhoods, churches, and 

denominations 
 
There is nothing in heaven, or the universe, or on this earth over which 
Jesus does not have authority, and does not have the right and the power to 
do with as He pleases.  
 
His scope and the magnitude of Jesus and His authority is infinite, because 
Jesus is One with the Father and the Godhead. Our Lord Jesus has ALL 
authority in heaven and on earth because our Lord Jesus is God!!!  
Look at the second important phrase in this commission:  

2.)  “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations…” – vs. 19a 
 
In the Greek this phrase literally means “to produce disciples”. It’s an action 
phrase that has as its object to make disciples of “all nations”.  
 
The words “all nations” in the Greek is “TA ETHNE” meaning, ethnic or 
people groups. This is a command for all His followers to make disciples of 
all the people groups of the world. God is not willing that even one should 
be left behind.  
 
It reminds us of what David said in Psalm 86:9 that we looked at a couple of 
weeks ago, “All the nations you have made will come and bow down before 
you, Lord, and will honor your name.”  
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That’s God’s plan and it’s been His plan from the beginning, and it will 
continue to be His plan until it becomes reality in the future when all the 
end-times events are fulfilled.  
 
So it is impossible for a church to claim that it is fulfilling Christ’s mission 
that all people groups be discipled if it is neglecting the nations (ethnic 
people groups) of the world.  
 
While we have a responsibility to make disciples right here in our own 
culture, at the same time we have the responsibility of taking the gospel to 
other cultures, other people groups and making disciples among them as 
well.  
 
And if we’re not doing that, we are not fulfilling Christ’s mission because His 
mission is incomplete until ALL peoples, ALL nations, have the gospel and 
have disciples among them who are sharing the gospel.  
 
Now Jesus also tells us what a disciple of His looks like and how to make 
disciples… READ Matt. 28:19-20.  
 
A disciple of Jesus Christ is a person who has identified with Christ 
personally through salvation, publicly through baptism and is seeking to not 
only know His commands but to obey them.  
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A disciple of Jesus isn’t someone who calls themselves a Christian but shows 
no outer expression of their faith. A disciple of Jesus is someone who both 
personally identifies with Him by faith through salvation, then expresses 
that faith publicly by being baptized.   
 
Baptism is the first step of obedience for someone who has placed their 
faith in Christ for salvation. But it’s not the last step. A disciple also is 
engaged in learning about Christ and His commands in the Bible and is 
seeking to obey those commands.  
 
So a disciple of Jesus is someone who has been saved, baptized, and is 
learning and living in obedience to Christ and His Word. Are you a disciple of 
Jesus? Have you put your faith in Jesus for salvation?  
 
If so, have you been baptized – immersed in the waters of baptism in the 
name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit – as a public testimony of 
your faith in Christ?  
 
And are you seeking to learn the Bible and to put it into practice? Are you 
reading the Bible and studying it? Are you gathering with others to talk 
about it and talk about it’s principles and God’s Ways found in the Bible?  
 
Are you being encouraged by others to live it out and are you encouraging 
others by your example to live it out? What Jesus said here of what a 
disciple is and should do is exactly what the church did when it was birthed 
in the book of Acts.  
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READ Acts 2:41-42; 46-47.  
 
Here at Fellowship this is where our adult Growth Groups are so important. 
They help us to live out our calling as disciples of Jesus to obey His 
teachings.  
 
We’re going to have sign-ups for growth groups for the second semester 
starting next month and I want to encourage you now if you’re not in a 
group to join one or start one and then make it a commitment in your 
weekly schedule and your life.  
 
Now, what does the Bible call a group of people who have been saved, 
baptized and are learning and obeying His commands? A CHURCH!  
 
So let’s define our task as a church based on God’s heart for the nations that 
we’ve seen in the Old Testament and in Jesus’ ministry and teaching by 
adding another word to our library of terms…  

(Slide)  
The Mission = To initiate a church-planting movement that will make 

saved, baptized and obedient followers of Christ in every distinct people 
group committed to and capable of propagating the gospel throughout 

that entire culture – and eventually to other cultures as well. 
 
And finally, there’s a third important phrase Jesus said in the commission in 
Matthew… 

3.)  “I am with you always, to the end of the age.” – vs. 20b 
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Jesus assures us of the possibility of the task of the mission He’s given us. 
When we go out into all the nations – all the people groups of the world 
with the gospel…  
 
We know that Jesus is with us, and He will be with us til the job is done – til 
all 17,400 ethnic people groups of the world have heard the gospel – He will 
empower us and enable us to carry His gospel to the nations of the world.  
 
Jesus emphasized this truth in Matthew 24:14 when he said, “This good 
news of the kingdom will be proclaimed in all the world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come.” Jesus’ mission will be completed 
through us for His glory.  


