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FALL KICKOFF – September 12th, 2021 

 
 

- Turn to Acts 1 

 

Before we get to our text this morning, I want to look ahead into the future 

a little bit to give you a heads-up on some things we have to look forward to 

this ministry year – especially those in the next few months.  

 

As you know, we have 4 priorities that our church is committed to so as we 

look at these we’re going to do so from the perspective of these priorities. I 

should note that this is not all that we see happening in each of these 

priorities in the next year, but they are the highlights.  

 

INCREASE THE IMPACT OF THE GOSPEL LOCALLY – this includes our 

outreach efforts and our disciple-making ministries here in our local area.  
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INCREASE THE IMPACT OF THE GOSPEL GLOBALLY  

 
 

PURSUING A COMMITMENT TO THE NEXT GENERATION  

 
STOP At the AWANA table in the lobby!!! 
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PURSUING A COMMITMENT TO A CULTURE OF PRAYER  

 
 

INFO. FLYERS – Registration begins Sunday, October 3rd.  

 

ALSO:  

 
 

CONNECTION CARD:  In the Loop (online monthly newsletter)   

    Friday Update 

    Download the APP  

Update your Contact Info. for the New Church  

 Directory coming out next month.   

 

PRAY  
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This morning as we kick-off our new ministry year, we are kicking-off a 

spiritual emphasis we’re calling, “Across the Street and Around the World”.  

 
 

This emphasis will take us right up to Christmas and it’s the central theme of 

our entire ministry year. It will combine our Sunday morning messages, our 

Growth Group studies as well as personal studies so we’ll all be immersed 

and on the same page as we go through the Scriptures and the lessons as a 

church family.  

 

I can’t stress enough how important it is for everyone to become part of a 

growth group as we begin and go through this emphasis. Please do 

whatever you have to do to altar your schedule to be part of a group.  

 

Now several years ago our family took a vacation to the Black Hills. While 

we were they we went to Mount Rushmore. How many of you have been to 

Mount Rushmore?  

 

I’ll tell you more about that in a minute, but one of the other monuments 

also in the Black Hills area is this… the Crazy Horse Memorial.  
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Have any of you seen this? Now the interesting thing about the Crazy Horse 

Memorial is that it was begun almost 75 years ago in 1948. And still today 

its unfinished, they’re working on it, but they don’t know when it will be 

completed.  

 

As we come to Acts chapter 1 this morning, we see something similar in the 

history of the early church. Jesus laid the foundation for His church during 

His 3 years of ministry.  

 

He did it by preaching and teaching and healing and meeting people’s felt 

needs, they’re physical needs and their spiritual needs. And eventually He 

laid His life down willingly on the cross to pay for our sins and then He rose 

again.  

 

And before He ascended back up to heaven, He made it clear to His disciples 

- both those who were there in person, and by extension all of us today who 

are His disciples - He made it clear that what He had started, He wants us to 

finish. Jesus left unfinished business for us to complete.  

 

READ Acts 1:8  
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Again, we see Luke saying in the first couple of verses that Jesus began 

through His teaching and His extended ministry the establishment of the 

church for the purpose of spreading the gospel throughout the world.  

 

But then He left the remaining task of world evangelization to us in 

partnership with His Holy Spirit. The New Testament provides for us the 

details of the early believers taking up this task under the leadership of the 

apostles especially the Apostle Paul.  

 

And when the apostles died by the end of the first century, they left the 

New Testament to the next generation of believers to carry on the task of 

Christ’s unfinished business in partnership with the Holy Spirit.  

 

And they passed it on to the next generation and the next generation and 

the next generation and eventually to us – to our generation – to continue 

the work of spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ across the street and 

around the world. 

 

And that’s why we must be faithful today, faithful to Jesus Christ, faithful to 

His mission, faithful to pass it on to the generations that will follow us, so 

that the gospel will continue to be shared.  

 

And unlike the Crazy Horse Monument, there is a completion date. We 

don’t know exactly when that date will be, but Jesus promised that He 

would return.  
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He’s coming again and His mission of providing salvation for the world 

through the good news of His death and resurrection will be complete. 

READ Acts 1:9-11. 

 

Now in the time we have left this morning. I want us to dissect this verse - 

verse 8. This verse is the theme verse of our emphasis and of our entire 

ministry year. This is our 2021-’22 Ministry Year Theme Verse.  

 

And in this verse we’re told 3 important details about Christ’s unfinished 

business – 3 important details about His mission that has left for us to 

complete in partnership with Him.  

 

(Slide) 1. Jesus has provided the POWER to complete His mission – vs. 8a 

(READ)  

 

When Jesus said this to His disciples on that hilltop in Galilee it was both a 

promise and a prophecy of what was about to happen. Ten days later Jesus’ 

prophecy was fulfilled in chapter 2 when the disciples were together 

praying, and the Holy Spirit showed up and indwelt them and empowered 

them to witness to others about Jesus Christ.  

 

The rest of the book of Acts and the epistles in the New Testament teach 

that everyone who comes to faith in Christ for salvation is indwelt with the 

Holy Spirit. He lives inside us and continually provides the power to 

effectively witness to others about Christ also.  
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Let’s focus in on that word “power” in the verse. The word means 

“dynamite”. The Holy Spirit provides every born again child of God the 

explosive spiritual power we need to witness to others about Jesus Christ.  

 

And becomes it comes from Him, that power is complete. It’s all the power 

we need. Because it comes from Him it’s sufficient to overcome every 

obstacle that Satan uses to keep us from witnessing, and because it comes 

from God the Holy Spirit, that power is inexhaustible – it will never run dry 

or run out.  

 

If you’ve been saved, you have the Holy Spirit living inside you. His presence 

guarantees that His explosive spiritual power is likewise available to you to 

enable you to be a faithful and dynamic witness for Christ to others.  

 

For His power to be activated in you and through you 2 things have to 

happen:  

(Slide) 1.) You must not grieve the Holy Spirit by tolerating sin – READ Eph. 

4:25-32 

 

(Slide) 2.) You must live every day under the control of the Holy Spirit – 

READ Eph. 5:18 

 

Now when we think about the people to whom Jesus spoke these words to 

in Galilee that day it’s important that we recognize that they had every 

advantage of us is being effective witnesses for Christ.  
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They had seen Jesus in action. They were eyewitnesses to His many 

miracles. They saw Him do what is humanly impossible time after time after 

time.  

 

They were there when he was arrested and beaten and crucified to the 

cross. They were there in the room together when he appeared to them 

after His resurrection. They spoke with him many times after His 

resurrection.  

 

None of us have any of these kinds of experiences with Jesus, but they did. 

Yet in spite of all these advantages, Jesus still told them to wait. He didn’t 

release them to begin the task of witnessing until what?  

 

Until they were indwelt with and empowered by the Holy Spirit. Even these 

godly followers of Jesus with all their experiences with Jesus and all their 

knowledge, and all the teaching they had received…  

 

Were in need of the explosive power of the Holy Spirit in order to be 

effective witnesses for Christ. My point is… 

 

Fellowship, the comprehensive, complete and explosive power of the Holy 

Spirit to witness to the world is ours just as much as it was those first 

disciples of Jesus.  

 

Just like them, God has given us everything we need to do what He has 

commissioned us to do. None of us have any excuse not to share Christ with 

others.  
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(Slide) 2. Jesus has commissioned us as the ONLY ONES to complete His 

mission – vs. 8b (READ – “and YOU will be my witnesses”.  

 

The word “witness” or “witnesses” here means to see or experience 

something and then to tell others about it.  

 

When we went to the Black Hills as I mentioned, we went to Mount 

Rushmore. And we didn’t just see Mt. Rushmore, we experienced it 

(EXPLAIN). 

 
 

Because of what we saw and experienced, I am here today telling you about 

it and encouraging any of you who haven’t been there to go and experience 

it for yourself.  

 

And this is what it means to be witnesses for Jesus Christ. Peter put this 

way…  

(Slide)  

“For we did not follow cleverly contrived myths when we made know to 

you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; instead, we were 

eyewitnesses of his majesty.”  

2 Peter 2:16 
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(Slide)  

“What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 

with our eyes, what we have observed, and have touched with our hands, 

concerning the word of life – that life was revealed, and we have seen it 

and we testify and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father 

and was revealed to us – what we have seen and heard we also declare to 

you…”  

1 John 1:1-3a 

 

As Christ followers Jesus wants us to tell others what we have experienced 

in Him – the forgiveness of sins, the peace and joy, the change of life that 

He’s given us, the sure hope of eternal life – these are all experiences and 

realities that we enjoy and should share with others.  

 

This is the primary reason you have been given the Holy Spirit to live inside 

you. Does the Holy Spirit do other things? Yes He does. His ministry in us 

includes many other facets of blessing that we enjoy.  

 

But the primary reason for His presence in you is for the purpose of 

witnessing to others about Jesus. Now the this “witness” also came to mean 

“martyr”.  

 

In the early years of the church many believers became martyrs for Christ as 

they refused to be silent but continued a faithful witness for Christ even 

under the threat of death. They chose death over denying the reality of 

Christ’s work in their lives.  
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The second century theologian Tertullian said, “The blood of the first 

century Christians became the seed of the church.” And because of their 

faithfulness in being witnesses for Christ, many, many people saw their 

commitment and the reality of their faith and became followers of Christ.  

 

The trust is, being a witness for Christ isn’t a choice we make. When Christ 

forgives you of your sins and saves you, you automatically are 

commissioned by Him at salvation to be His witness to others. The only 

question that even exists is, what kind of witness for Christ am I? 

 

Jesus’s words here also remind us that we – the church – all true born again 

followers of Christ – are the only ones He’s given His mission to. As others 

have so aptly pointed out, WE are “Plan A”. There is no “Plan B”.   

 

(Slide) 3. Jesus has clarified the EXTENT of His mission – vs. 8c READ 

 

The birth of the church started right where the first disciples were in the city 

of Jerusalem when the Holy Spirit indwelt them and empowered them to 

witness to others about Christ.  

 

Soon thousands came to faith in Jesus. Then in time the disciples of Jesus 

moved out beyond Jerusalem all over Judea, and then Samaria, and then to 

the regions of the world beyond, sharing the gospel of Christ.  

 

This was the extent of the mission Christ gave us. It’s a local mission and it’s 

a global mission. For God so loved the world – the people of Norwalk and 

central Iowa, the people in our state and in our nation… 
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The people in the western hemisphere and the people on each and every 

continent and island, that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in Him will NOT perish, but have eternal life.  

 

That word “whoever” meant Rob Jones on April 23rd, 1973. I believed in Him 

and put my faith in Him for salvation and eternal life that day. When did 

that word “whoever” mean salvation and eternal life to you? Do you know 

Jesus today?  

 

Unfinished business. Why would Jesus leave us here to complete His 

mission with Him? He’s God, couldn’t He do it without us? Of course He 

could, but that’s not how He decided to get the job done.  

 

Instead, for whatever reason, He chose us. And He’s provided the power we 

need to get the job done. He’s commissioned us – we are Plan A, and there 

is no Plan B. We are HIS witnesses – we belong to Him and He wants us to 

tell others what we’ve experience in Him and because of Him.  

 

And He’s made it clear that the extent of His love for people, the extent of 

our mission, His mission, is everyone right where we live – across the street, 

and everyone on the globe – around the world.  

 

As we begin this emphasis, let me encourage you with this challenge: Get 

Connected. Christ didn’t give His mission to individual Christians – He gave it 

to all of us, the church.  
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And His church is made of up local groups of believers that we call churches, 

like Fellowship Community Church, who have pastors and elders and 

deacons and spiritual leaders to equip the saints for the work of witnessing 

for Christ.  

 

God wants every believer to be a part – an active part – of a local church. 

We witness to the people across the street and around the world from the 

context of a local church faith. That’s God’s way and when we do things 

God’s way we receive His blessings in the process.  

 

So if this is where you believe God wants you to be connected to His body 

for fellowship and service and witnessing, then get connected. Right now, as 

we begin a new ministry year is the PERFECT TIME to get connected to and 

in our church family.  

 

- (Slide) Lunch On Us – Next Sunday (C. Card)  

- (Slide) Membership Lunch – In 2 weeks – Sept. 26th (C. Card)  

- Get in a Growth Group (Online or stop at the Welcome Center)  

- Get engaged in a place of service (C. Card)  

- Be here faithfully over the next few months as each we unpack from 

the Scriptures God’s heart for people across the street and around the 

world and the part we play in His mission  

 

Now as we embark on this emphasis, we’re going to focus especially on the 

practical side of how to be witnesses across the street and around the 

world.  
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(Slide – “3 Circles”) So to that end, during the first half of this emphasis over 

the next 6 weeks, in our adult Growth Groups, we’re going to take you 

through this book: Turning EveryDay Conversations into Gospel 

Conversations. (STUDY: THE 3 CIRCLES)  

 

In your groups you’ll be discussing Scriptures and the practical aspects of 

being a witness for Christ. You’ll learn what exactly is the gospel, how to 

share it and how to always be prepared to be a faithful witness.   

 

This will not start this week, but beginning NEXT SUNDAY and the week 

following.  

 

STOP AT THE G. GROUPS TABLE IN THE LOBBY TO GET THIS PACK 

 

Acts 1:8 is our memory verse for this week (STAND AND SAY IT OUT LOUD)…  

(Slide)  

T    W  k’  M m  y V       
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8 

 

PERSONAL PRAYER OF APPLICATION (OUT LOUD):  

Dear Jesus,  

I received your power,  

when the Holy Spirit indwelt me, 

at the moment of salvation. 
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I am therefore your witness,  

To share with others,  

What I have seen and experienced,  

About you.  

I have the Spirit’s power in me,  

His power is sufficient,  

His power is inexhaustible, 

With His power I have all I will ever need.  

This is what I have been called to do,  

This is who I am,  

I am a witness for Christ, 

To those across the street,  

And around the world.  

Lord, help me be,  

A faithful witness for you, 

Til you take me home to be with you,  

Or you return for all of us.  

In Jesus’ Name,  

Amen.  


