
Let Earth Receive Her King 

HOPE  

 

Isaiah 64:1–9 

Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains would 

tremble before you! 2 As when fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, come 

down to make your name known to your enemies and cause the nations to quake 

before you! 3 For when you did awesome things that we did not expect, you came 

down, and the mountains trembled before you. 4 Since ancient times no one has 

heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who acts on 

behalf of those who wait for him. 5 You come to the help of those who gladly do 

right, who remember your ways. But when we continued to sin against them, you 

were angry. How then can we be saved? 6 All of us have become like one who is 

unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, 

and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 7 No one calls on your name or strives to 

lay hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us and have given us over to 

our sins. 8 Yet you, LORD, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we 

are all the work of your hand. 9 Do not be angry beyond measure, LORD; do not 

remember our sins forever. Oh, look on us, we pray, for we are all your people. 

 

A Glimmer of Hope 

 

1.  Because of their _________________________________, the  

Judeans cry out to God.      V 1-4 

 

“The point of lament, woven thus into the fabric of the biblical tradition, is not just 

that it’s an outlet for our frustration, sorrow, loneliness and sheer inability to 

understand what is happening or why. The mystery of the biblical story is that God 

also laments. Some Christians like to think of God as above all that, knowing 

everything, in charge of everything, calm and unaffected by the troubles in his 

world. That’s not the picture we get in the Bible. 

 

God was grieved to his heart, Genesis declares, over the violent wickedness of his 

human creatures. He was devastated when his own bride, the people of Israel, 

turned away from him. And when God came back to his people in person—the story 

of Jesus is meaningless unless that’s what it’s about—he wept at the tomb of his 

friend. St. Paul speaks of the Holy Spirit “groaning” within us, as we ourselves 

groan within the pain of the whole creation.” 

                                                                                 NT Wright 

 

2. Their lament leads them ________________________.   V 5-7 

 

 



“If only it were all so simple! If only there were evil people somewhere insidiously 

committing evil deeds, and it were necessary only to separate them from the rest 

of us and destroy them. But the line dividing good and evil cuts through the heart 

of every human being. And who is willing to destroy a piece of his own heart?” 

― Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archipelago 1918–1956 

 

 

3. Following confession, __________________________.  V 8-9 

 

 

Give to the winds thy fears, 

hope and be undismayed; 

God hears thy sighs and counts thy tears; 

God shall lift up thy head. 

 

Through waves and clouds and storms, 

He gently clears the way; 

wait thou His time, so shall this night 

soon end in joyous day. 

 

 

Our Hopeful Cry:  ________________________________ 
 

 

 

 
 


