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John 18:28-40 

28 Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the 

Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial 

uncleanness they did not enter the palace, because they wanted to be able 

to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What charges 

are you bringing against this man?” 

 

30 “If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him 

over to you.” 

 

31 Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” 

 

“But we have no right to execute anyone,” they objected. 32 This took place 

to fulfill what Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going to die. 

 

33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, 

“Are you the king of the Jews?” 

 

34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about 

me?” 

 

35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed 

you over to me. What is it you have done?” 

 

36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would 

fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is 

from another place.” 

 

37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 
 

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born 

and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of 

truth listens to me.” 

 

38 “What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews 

gathered there and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. 39 But it is 

your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the 

Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?” 

 

40 They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had 

taken part in an uprising. 

 



 

How To Engage Deceit 

 

1. Stay focused _________________________________, truth and 

redemption.   -- V 28-32 

 

John 12:32-33 

And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He 

said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. 

 

 

2) Care for your _______________________, speak ___________  

_______________________________, and ask questions when 

appropriate.    -- V 33-36 

 

 

“What would he have expected to hear (from Jesus) in response? Perhaps 

either cringing denial or stormy denunciations of Rome. The answer he gets 

is something quite different from either of these responses. Jesus neither 

affirms nor denies his identity as king, but he responds like a king. He 

speaks of his kingdom and quite calmly focuses the attention on Pilate, 

asking a question that tests Pilate's heart (v. 34). He is speaking to him as a 

human being, not as the Roman governor. Is (Pilate) personally engaged, or 

is this just a formality? Such a question should signal to Pilate that he is 

dealing with someone who is not speaking merely on a political level.” 

-IVP Commentary 

 

 

 

Acts 17:16-24, 30-31 

16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to 

see that the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with 

both Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day 

with those who happened to be there. 18 A group of Epicurean and Stoic 

philosophers began to debate with him. Some of them asked, “What is this 

babbler trying to say?” Others remarked, “He seems to be advocating 

foreign gods.” They said this because Paul was preaching the good news 

about Jesus and the resurrection. 19 Then they took him and brought him to 

a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, “May we know what 

this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20 You are bringing some 

strange ideas to our ears, and we would like to know what they mean.” 21 

(All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing 

nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas.) 

 



22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of 

Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked 

around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar 

with this inscription: to an unknown god. So you are ignorant of the very 

thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 24 The 

God who made the world and everything that is in it, since He is Lord of 

heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made by hands.. . 

 

30 So having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now proclaiming to 

mankind that all people everywhere are to repent, 31 because He has set a 

day on which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom 

He has appointed, having furnished proof to all people by raising Him from 

the dead.” 

 

 

Acts 17:32-34 

Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some began to scoff, 

but others said, “We shall hear from you again concerning this.” 33 So Paul 

went out from among them. But some men joined him and believed… 

 

 

3) Truth _______________________________.  But it may not win 

________________________________________.   -- V 37-40 

 

 

“My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to 

prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from 

another place.” 


