
Serve others; proclaim Christ
Acts 3:1-16
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Layers of application in Acts.
i. We learn why we should believe in Christ.
ii. We see what it looks like to share Christ.

How to share Christ: Servant Evangelism
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Main Idea: God empowers us for 
service; so, we use service to point 
people to Jesus.

3



Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour 
of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a man lame from birth was 
being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple 
that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering 
the temple.  3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the 
temple, he asked to receive alms.  4 And Peter directed his 
gaze at him, as did John, and said, "Look at us."  5 And he 
fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something 
from them.
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6 But Peter said, "I have no silver and gold, but what I do have 
I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up 
and walk!"  7 And he took him by the right hand and raised 
him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made 
strong.  8 And leaping up he stood and began to walk, and 
entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and 
praising God.  9 And all the people saw him walking and 
praising God, 10 and recognized him as the one who sat at the 
Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were 
filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to 
him.  11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, 
utterly astounded, ran together to them in the portico called 
Solomon's. 
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12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: "Men of 
Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, 
as though by our own power or piety we have made him 
walk?  13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, 
whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of 
Pilate, when he had decided to release him.  14 But you 
denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a 
murderer to be granted to you,  15 and you killed the Author 
of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 
witnesses.  16 And his name--by faith in his name--has made 
this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is 
through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the 
presence of you all.  (Acts 3:1-16).
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Main Idea: God empowers us for 
service; so, we use service to point 
people to Jesus.
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Serve others; proclaim Christ
1. Seek opportunities for ministry (vv. 1-5).
2. Minister in God’s power (vv. 6-10).
3. Focus on Jesus in ministry (vv. 11-16).
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1. Seek opportunities for ministry (vv. 1-5).

Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the 
hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a man lame from 
birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate 
of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms 
of those entering the temple.  3 Seeing Peter and John 
about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms.  4
And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, 
"Look at us."  5 And he fixed his attention on them, 
expecting to receive something from them.
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Seek opportunities for ministry (vv. 1-5).

i. Go to the people.
ii. Look for genuine needs.
iii.Take time to notice the need.
iv.Love people like Jesus loved people.
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Opportunities @ AFBC …
i. Outreach: VBS, car show.
ii. Church needs: media, greeters, SS.
iii. The Rock at noonday.
iv. Church planting.

Other opportunities may be less obvious.
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2. Minister in God’s power (vv. 6-10a).
6 But Peter said, "I have no silver and gold, but what I do 
have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
rise up and walk!"  7 And he took him by the right hand 
and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles 
were made strong.  8 And leaping up he stood and began 
to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and 
leaping and praising God.  9 And all the people saw him 
walking and praising God, 10 and recognized him as the 
one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking 
for alms. 
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To heal or not to heal?
(excurses on healing)

i. God heals some people.
ii. God does not heal others  (Jn 9; 2Co 12; 1Ti 5:23).
iii. Spiritual healing, for God’s glory, is the goal.
iv. TV healers are full of B-O-L-O-G-N-A.
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Real ministry:
(this is what we should do)

i. Impacts needs, not wants (vv. 5, 6a).
ii. Is done in Jesus’ name (v. 6).
iii. Causes people to praise God (vv. 8-9).
iv. Reach the one being served and the multitudes 

watching it happen (vv. 10-11).
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3. Keep your focus on Jesus (vv. 10-16).
"Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, 
as though by our own power or piety we have made him walk?  13

The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the 
God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered 
over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to 
release him.  14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and
asked for a murderer to be granted to you,  15 and you killed the 
Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 
witnesses.  16 And his name--by faith in his name--has made this man 
strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus
has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all.
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Pride tempts all of us.
i. They were amazed (v. 10).
ii. The healed guy clung to Peter and John (v. 11a).
iii. All the people ran to them (v. 11b).
iv. They stared at Peter and John (v. 12a).
v. Sinful pride attempts to steal glory from God.
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5 ways to overcome pride.
i. Remember, we’re not powerful enough (v. 12).
ii. Realize we’re not perfect (v. 12).
iii. Trust God to save, through faith alone (v. 16).
iv. Focus on Jesus (vv. 13-22).
v. Share the gospel (13-15; 19).
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We trust Jesus because he is our:
i. Servant (v. 13; Isa 53).
ii. Holy and righteous one (v. 14; 2Kng 19:21-22).
iii. Author of life (v. 15; Gen 1:1; Isa 42:5).
iv. Christ, the anointed one (vv. 18, 20; Dan 9:25).
v. Prophet (v. 22; Deut 18:15).
vi. Savior (Acts 4:12).

18



How can we use service to point 
people to Jesus?
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