
Live by Faith and Forgiveness
(Luke 17:1-10)



Big Idea: We are God’s servants; 

therefore, we live by faith, and we 

forgive one another.



And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are 

sure to come, but woe to the one through whom they 

come! 2 It would be better for him if a millstone were 

hung around his neck and he were cast into the sea 

than that he should cause one of these little ones to 

sin. 3 Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, 

rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, 4 and if he 

sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to 

you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive 

him.”



5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 
6 And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a grain of 

mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 

uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey 

you.



7 “Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or 

keeping sheep say to him when he has come in from 

the field, ‘Come at once and recline at table’? 8 Will he 

not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, and 

dress properly, and serve me while I eat and drink, and 

afterward you will eat and drink’? 9 Does he thank the 

servant because he did what was commanded? 10 So 

you also, when you have done all that you were 

commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have 

only done what was our duty.’ ”



Big Idea: We are God’s servants; 
therefore, we live by faith, and we 
forgive one another.



Live by Faith and Forgiveness

1.Beware of temptations (vv. 1-2).

2.Forgive one another (vv. 3-4).

3.Live by faith (vv. 5-6).

4.Obey God (vv. 7-10).



1. Beware of temptations (vv. 1-2).

And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to 

come, but woe to the one through whom they come! 2 It 

would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his 

neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should 

cause one of these little ones to sin.



Temptation has always been around (Gen 3).

i. The enemy is tricky (Gen 3:1a).

ii. The tempter twists God’s Word (Gen 3:1b).

iii.We may not know God’s Word (Gen 3:2-3).

iv.Temptation offers us what God has forbidden (Gen 
3:4-5).



We must choose sin (Gen 3:6).

i. The enemy twists God’s Word 

ii.Compare – “the woman saw.”

iii.Covet – “it was a delight.”

iv.Compete – “the tree was to be desired.”

v. Compromise – “she took of its fruit and ate.”



2. Forgive one another (vv. 3-4).

3 Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, 

rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, 4 and if he 

sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to 

you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive 

him.”



Each of us is responsible for our own actions.

i. Pay attention to yourselves (v. 3).

ii.Put on the new self (Col 3:12-14).

iii.Examine yourself (1Co 11:28-31).



Each of us should look out for our brothers.

i. Sin happens (v. 1).

ii.Rebuke, in love (v. 3a; cf. Mt 18)

iii.Repent (v. 3b). 

iv.Forgive … over and over (vv. 3b-4).

v. God forgives us over and over.



3. Live by faith (vv. 5-6).

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 
6 And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a grain of 

mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 

uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey 

you.



Lord, increase our faith! 

i. Avoiding temptation takes faith.

ii. Rebuking takes faith.

iii.Repenting takes faith.

iv.Forgiving takes A LOT of faith.



Live by faith and see God do great things.

i. Trust God in all areas of life – temptation, 
forgiveness, everything.

ii. Learn God’s Word.

iii.Obey God’s Word in every area of life.



4. Obey God (vv. 7-10).
7 “Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping 
sheep say to him when he has come in from the field, 
‘Come at once and recline at table’? 8 Will he not rather say 
to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, and dress properly, and 
serve me while I eat and drink, and afterward you will eat 
and drink’? 9 Does he thank the servant because he did 
what was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done 
all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy 
servants; we have only done what was our duty.’ ”



We should live in obedience to God.

i. God values us immensely (cf. Lk 12:4-7).

ii. We’re servants of Christ, not equals (v. 10).

iii.Pharisees boast about their goodness (cf. Lk 18:2).

iv.There’s no place for boasting in the church (vv. 9-10).



Servants of God: commit to live by 
faith and forgive one another.


