
Fear God and Live Fearlessly!
(Luke 12:1-12)



Big Idea: Fear God and he will make 

you fearless in the world.



In the meantime, when so many thousands of the 
people had gathered together that they were trampling 
one another, he began to say to his disciples first, 
“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is 
hypocrisy. 2 Nothing is covered up that will not be 
revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 3 Therefore 
whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the 
light, and what you have whispered in private rooms 
shall be proclaimed on the housetops.



4 “I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the 
body, and after that have nothing more that they can do. 
5 But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after 
he has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell 
you, fear him! 6 Are not five sparrows sold for two 
pennies? And not one of them is forgotten before God. 
7 Why, even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 
Fear not; you are of more value than many sparrows.



8 “And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before 
men, the Son of Man also will acknowledge before the 
angels of God, 9 but the one who denies me before men 
will be denied before the angels of God. 10 And everyone 
who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be 
forgiven, but the one who blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit will not be forgiven. 11 And when they bring you 
before the synagogues and the rulers and the 
authorities, do not be anxious about how you should 
defend yourself or what you should say, 12 for the Holy 
Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to 
say.”



Big Idea: Fear God and he will make 

you fearless in the world.



Fear God and live fearlessly.

1. Beware of hypocrisy (1-3).

2. Fear God (4-7).

3. Confess Jesus as Lord (8-12).



1. Beware of hypocrisy (1-3).

In the meantime, when so many thousands of 
the people had gathered together that they were 
trampling one another, he began to say to his 
disciples first, “Beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2 Nothing is 
covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden 
that will not be known. 3 Therefore whatever you 
have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, 
and what you have whispered in private rooms 
shall be proclaimed on the housetops.



Beware of hypocrisy.

i. Disciples have a different standard (v. 1).

ii. Disciples can be led astray (v. 1b).

iii. None cannot hide from God (v. 2)

iv. Everything will be made known (v. 3).



6 Pharisaical Hypocrisies (Lk 11:42-53).
(that might lead us astray)

i. Neglect justice and the love of God (v. 42).

ii. Love the best seats in gatherings (v. 43).

iii. Lead people towards death (v. 44).

iv. Make burdensome rules for others (vv. 45-46).

v. Honor prophets but not their message (vv. 47-51).



2. Fear God (4-7).

4 “I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill 
the body, and after that have nothing more that 
they can do. 5 But I will warn you whom to fear: 
fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to 
cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! 6 Are not five 
sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of 
them is forgotten before God. 7 Why, even the 
hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not; you 
are of more value than many sparrows.



Fear God

i. Life continues after death (vv. 4-5). 

ii. The world can only kill the body (v. 4).

iii. God can kill the body and the soul (v. 5).  

iv. Fear God (v. 5).



Live without fear.

i. God watches over you (v. 6).

ii. God knows every aspect of your life (v. 7).

iii. God values us more than we know (vv. 6-7).

iv. Knowing and fearing God makes us fearless 

in the world (v. 7).



3. Confess Christ as Lord (8-12).

8 “And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me 
before men, the Son of Man also will acknowledge 
before the angels of God, 9 but the one who denies me 
before men will be denied before the angels of God. 
10 And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of 
Man will be forgiven, but the one who blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. 11 And 
when they bring you before the synagogues and the 
rulers and the authorities, do not be anxious about 
how you should defend yourself or what you should 
say, 12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very 
hour what you ought to say.”



Excursus on Blaspheme

i. Claiming Jesus has come from Satan (11:14-20).

ii. Renouncing Jesus because of persecution (apostasy).

iii. Speaking evil of the Holy Spirit.

iv. Unrelenting opposition towards the God/gospel.



A choice all face:

i. Trust Christ and receive salvation (v. 8).

ii. Deny Christ and be denied salvation (v. 9).

iii. While there is still time, receive Jesus Christ (v. 10).



Trust God to defend you (vv. 11-12).

i. Disciples should expect persecution (v. 11).

ii. Study hard (2Ti 2:15).

iii. Always be prepared (1Pt 3:14-16). 

iv. Do not worry about what to say (v. 11b). 

v. The Holy Spirit is with us (v. 12).



Trust God, because he loves you, and 
you can be fearless in the world.


