
(and teach others to do the same)

Luke 5:1-11; 27-32



Big Idea: Encountering Christ changes 
us; so, we follow Jesus and call others 
to follow him.



On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on 
him to hear the word of God, he was standing by the 
lake of Gennesaret, 2 and he saw two boats by the lake, 
but the fishermen had gone out of them and were 
washing their nets. 3 Getting into one of the boats, 
which was Simon’s, he asked him to put out a little from 
the land. And he sat down and taught the people from 
the boat. 4 And when he had finished speaking, he said 
to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets 
for a catch.” 5 And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled 
all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let 
down the nets.”



6 And when they had done this, they enclosed a large 

number of fish, and their nets were breaking. 7 They 

signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and 

help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so 

that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, 

he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, 

for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” 9 For he and all who were 

with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they 

had taken, 10 and so also were James and John, sons of 

Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said 

to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 

catching men.” 11 And when they had brought their 

boats to land, they left everything and followed him.



27 After this he went out and saw a tax collector named 

Levi, sitting at the tax booth. And he said to him, 

“Follow me.” 28 And leaving everything, he rose and 

followed him. 29 And Levi made him a great feast in his 

house, and there was a large company of tax collectors 

and others reclining at table with them. 30 And the 

Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his disciples, 

saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors 

and sinners?” 31 And Jesus answered them, “Those who 

are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 

sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous but sinners 

to repentance.” (Luke 5:1-11; 27-32).



Big Idea: Encountering Christ changes 
us; so, we follow Jesus and call others 
to follow him.



Follow Jesus

1. Jesus seeks lost people (vv. 1-4; 27).

2. We trust Jesus’ word (vv. 5-7).

3. Seek people in humility (vv. 8-9).

4. Fully commit to Christ (vv. 11; 28).

5. Call sinners to repentance (vv. 29-32).



1. Jesus seeks lost people (vv. 1-4; 27).

On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to 
hear the word of God, he was standing by the lake of 
Gennesaret, 2 and he saw two boats by the lake … 3 Getting 
into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, he asked him to put 
out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the 
people from the boat. 4 And when he had finished speaking, 
he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your 
nets for a catch.”

27 After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, 
sitting at the tax booth.



4 ways to seek people like Jesus (vv. 1-4).

i. Use situation to share about God (vv. 1-2).

ii. Share the gospel with everyone (v. 3).

iii. Speak directly to individuals (v. 4; 27).

iv. Meet people where they are (v. 27).



2. Trust Jesus’ word (vv. 5-7).

5 And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled
all night and took nothing! But at your word
I will let down the nets.”



Live by faith as you seek lost people.

i. Obey God when we don’t understand (v. 5).

ii. Trust that God will save people (Rom 10:9).

iii. Believe God can save anyone (1Ti 1:15).



3. Seek people in humility (vv. 8-10).

8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down
at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for 
I am a sinful man, O Lord.” … And Jesus said 
to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on 
you will be catching men.” 



God requires humility from his servants.

i. Peter knew he needed God (v. 8; cf Isa 6:5).

ii. Strength comes from humility (2Co 12:10; 
Phil 2:1-11).

iii. It’s only possible to truly serve God if we’re 
humble (v. 10; Isa 6:8-9).



2 truths about humility in evangelism.

i. Remember, you were once lost, too. Approach 
evangelism with empathy and humility.

ii. Only humble hearers can respond. We cannot make 
people humble. 



4. Fully commit to Christ (vv. 11, 28).

11 And when they had brought their boats to
land, they left everything and followed him
… 28 And leaving everything, he rose and
followed him.



Fully committed 

i. God must be most important.

ii. We must commit to learn from Jesus.



5. Call sinners to repentance (vv. 29-32).

29 And Levi made him a great feast in his house, and there 

was a large company of tax collectors and others 

reclining at table with them. 30 And the Pharisees and 

their scribes grumbled at his disciples, saying, “Why do 

you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 31 And 

Jesus answered them, “Those who are well have no need 

of a physician, but those who are sick. 32 I have not come 

to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.”



Call sinners to repentance (vv. 27-32)

i. Make friends with sinners so that you can 

share Jesus with them (v. 29).

ii. Expect awkward moments when you 

reach lost people (v. 30).

iii. Remember, sick people need a physician
(vv. 31-32).



Because you’re following Jesus, 
invite others to do the same.


