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Have you ever asked yourself “Why am I part of a Methodist 
Church?” It may be a question you know the answer to, others may never 
have considered it, still many may have a slight familiarity with what it 
means to live your life through a Wesleyan Theology known as Methodism. 
John Wesley the founding father of our church believed that God’s grace is 
greater than any depravity and darkness in the world. He believed that God 
made it possible to love perfectly our heavenly Father and the beloved 
community. Wesley’s teachings during his time was radical as he sought to 
reinvigorate the Anglican Church. John Wesley and his brother Charles took 
to a rigorous proclamation as to what the virtues of Christianity lived 
through a Methodist looked like in the world—a Methodist Ethos. 
“Methodism, so called, is the old religion, the religion of the Bible, the 
religion of the primitive Church, the religion of the Church of England. 
This old religion…is no other than love, the love of God and all man-

kind.”-John Wesley 

This has been my hope as we have come to such a unique context in the world, that we as a people gathering 
at Grace United Methodist Church come to understand what we profess, what we will teach, and what we 
will hear proclaimed. It is vital to our ministry and will energize us to do extraordinary work!!  We have    
completed the Believe series and the numbers are in, it was a HUGE SUCCESS, the entire church went to  
Confirmation Class. We reviewed   the   fundamental teachings  of our Christian   belief   and  it seems   more   
than appropriate to dig deeply into the rich historical heritage of our church. As a young adult I chose to join 
the Methodist church. I was raised outside of the denomination and when I was introduced to the way this 
church lived out its faith in the world, I was hooked. It was real, vibrant, and impactful. We are part of a  
Global Church joined by a common vision “to spread scriptural holiness throughout the world”. We have   
begun a series called Re-mark-able: Identified as Extraordinary which I came across from the Missouri Annual 
Conference. While I will not be using their sourcing verbatim, it was there structure I have crafted our        
sermon series. The graphics and logos are those of the Missouri Annual Conference as well. This series is   
exciting, we are going to reclaim our identity, our rich passionate faith that will bring us closer to Jesus and 
build Christ’s kingdom in our community. It is my hope that you will join me in this adventure! 

 

Wesley composed a pamphlet that defined the Character of a Methodist. I have included a portion of it on 
page 2. 
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According to Wesley in this pamphlet, a Methodist is one who... 
 
1) “Loves the Lord his God with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his might, and with all his strength” and 
loves their brother and sister as themselves. 
2) Not only loves God but keeps his commandments - all of them. 
3) Is happy in God . . . his joy is full, and all his bones cry out, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ“ 
4) “Prays without ceasing." Not that he is always in a house of prayer . . . but at all times the language of his heart is 
(one of prayer). 
5) Is "pure in heart." He has "put on the bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering.” 
6) Does good to all . . . not only their bodies but also their souls... and to provoke those who have peace with God to 
abound more in love and good works. 
7) Is a Christian, not in name only, but in heart and in life. 
8) Has the one design of his life not to do his own will but the will of him that sent him. He has a single eye. 
9) Continually presents his soul and body as a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God. All the talents he has received 
he constantly employs according to the Master's will. 
10) Does all that he does to the glory of God. His business and refreshments, as well as his prayers, all serve this great 
end. 
11) Does not let the customs of this world hinder from "running the race that is set before him.' He knows that vices 
does not lose its nature, though it becomes ever so fashionable. 
By these marks, by these fruits of a living faith, do we labor to distinguish ourselves from the unbelieving world from 
all those whose minds and lives are not according to the Gospel of Christ. But from real Christians, of whatever denom-
ination they be, we earnestly desire not to distinguished at all.” 

   We Saved You a Seat  

     7 Week Book Study  
Please join Amanda Myers and Karen Coons as we 
delve into a seven-week book study on becoming the 
type of women who will always save a seat for the 
women around them. Using this practical guide, we will 
watch a short video session followed by a discussion. 
During the week you will work through three days of 
Bible study to learn about finding and keeping lasting 
friendships. And we will learn from the best friend   
you can have, Jesus.  

Starting date:  Monday, September 27 

Time:   6:30 pm 

Location: The Shephard Room  

Study Guide: Please contact Kelly Parker to order your copy of 
the study 

RSVP:  Contact Amanda Myers (717-858-2548) if you plan to 
attend. If you are in need of transportation, please let Amanda or 
Karen know.  

Tuesday Bible Studies  

 Where I Am  at 9:30  

 The Chosen at 11:00  

You are also to invited to 

join us every  Tuesday 

morning for “Bible Study 

and Bagels” from 9:00 a.m. 

- 11:00 a.m. 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

  

   

 

This month we will finish our ‘words matter’ series by discuss-
ing fallacies, self-refuting statements and clichés.  

21- Fallacies are faulty reasonings or  unsound arguments.  
They live in every corner of society and lurch over many conver-
sations and modes of communication.  Just look at all the memes 
out there!  You will find them.   

An example fallacy of redefining words within a sentence is “We 
observe evolution, therefore evolution must be true”  Well, what 
do you mean by ‘evolution?’   

“That’s just your truth”  CORRECTION:  That’s your belief, and 
it’s either true or false based upon reality. 

Two fallacies that are used ad nauseum in the media are: ad hom-
inem fallacy - attacking the person instead of the argument and a 
strawman fallacy - altering the argument and attacking the al-
tered argument. 

“Fallacies do not cease to be fallacies because they become fash-
ions” – G.K. Chesterton   

 

22-Self-refuting statements are statements that deny them-
selves 

“True for you but not for me” is a self-refuting statement.  How 
could you answer this to expose it?  Answer: “Is that true for 
everyone at all times?”  Do you think if you get stopped going 55 
mph in a 25 mph speed zone and you get ticketed by the police, 
if you say “well, that’s true for you but not for me” that the ticket 
goes away?  No!  Everyone must trust certain things exist in or-
der to survive.  What is really sobering is that they are teaching 
this in schools today.  Be on guard! 

How would you answer this self-refuting comment?  “There are 
no objective truths!”  Answer: Is THAT an objective truth?  If it 
is, then the comment defeats itself.  If it is not, in other words, 
just your subjective opinion, then why should I believe it? 

How would you answer this one?  “You can’t know truth”  An-
swer: then how do you know that’s true?  Try this one: “Don’t 
judge (me)!”  Answer: then why are you judging me for judging? 

 

23-Cliché – an overused phrase or opinion that lacks original 
thought 

I have been collecting cliché words and statements that the news 
media personalities and social media have used over the last few 
years and compiled them into one nonsensical quote.  Listen for 
these quasi-meaningless and trite phrases on both sides of the 

news media ‘isle’ and from (social) media, in general.  This is all 
for a little humor, but it is also a warning that, as C.S. Lewis 
penned and stressed in letter 26 of The Screwtape Letters (the 
Philological Arm of Hell), words and phrases can be used and 
abused to confuse and deceive.  By the way, keep listening for 
self-refuting, ad-hominem and straw-man comments all over the 
news and social media.  Here it is: 

“Let me be very clear.  I’ll be honest.  We need to take a deep 
dive and have a conversation without inciting problematic disin-
formation, cancel culture ideology, tired talking points, anony-
mous whistleblower antics, conspiracy theories, insurrections, 
hateful rhetoric, or throwing red meat at your base to massage 
the monster instead of working for truth, social justice, tolerance, 
love, diversity, inclusion, equality, and equity without quid pro 
quo. I’m just sayin’.  Frankly, this is a nothing-burger, fake 
news, a reimagined and impeachable manufactured crisis that fits 
their narrative, just crumbs, there is no there there; bottom line, 
it’s baked in the cake and at the end of the day, let’s be clear and 
make no mistake, it's hypocritical, problematic, racist, xenopho-
bic and shooting yourself in the foot to dog-whistle to your side 
and kick the can down the road with the intent of collusion; let’s 
circle back to that later, it is what it is, it’s a political football dog 
and pony show and partisan witch hunt for those woke to virtue 
signaling. We need to flatten the curve, so stay safe with social 
distancing and wear your mask (or two) to fight against the exis-
tential threat of society and get to a new normal.  Sorry, not sor-
ry.  All good, my bad.  What do you make of that?”  - News and 
Social Media (2018-present) 

The culture changes, and with it, words and phrases get redefined 
to fit the narrative, for better or worse.  God and His Word do 
not.  Stand firm and pray for discernment and wisdom. 

1 Thessalonians 5:21-22 tells us that every teaching must be test-
ed against Scripture.  That is our authority reference, and it is 
unchanging. 

 

 

 

Defenders of the Faith 

“Words Matter”  

(Part 3) 
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9-1 Kenwood Cromer 

 Karen Little 

9-2 Logan Misner 

9-4 Tina Brillhart 

9-9 Anthony Adkins 

 George Dement 

9-10 Connor Miller 

9-11 Judy Davis 

 Jim Hoffman 

9-12 Sheila Bollinger 

 Byron Ginter 

9-16 Joseph Catlin 

9-17 Kimberly  

 Birgensmith 

 Kevin O’Brien 

9-18 Kathryn O’Brien 

9-26 John Brown 

 Mike Kaltreider 

 Monica Misner 

9-28 Teryn Birgensmith 

9-29 Karen Coons 

 Kyle Dillon 

will be September 12.  If you enjoy singing and can carry a tune, your church needs you to step up in this 
time of renewal! We are especially in need of sopranos (females who sing the melody) and basses (men 
who sing the low notes). We are  also in need of people to sing or play Special Music at the 7:45 service, 
and people to serve as Cantor at both 7:45 and 11:00. The Cantor is the person who leads the hymn singing 
from the Lectern.  

If you are interested in serving Grace Church as a member of the  Chancel Choir at the 11:00 service, a per-
former of Special Music at the 7:45 service, or as Cantor at either service, please talk to Larry Kuntz, our 
Director of Music Ministries, at the church on Sunday, call him at 717-965-0444, or email him at 
lkuntz@comcast.net. 

FROM THE MUSIC MINISTRY 

"Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me."   - 
Psalm 51: 10 

After a very challenging 2020 and first half of 2021, we are now preparing 

for a time of renewal in our Music Ministry. The Grace Chancel Choir, 

which sings at the 11:00 service on Sundays, will begin to sing on a regular 

basis again this fall. Our first rehearsal of the fall season will take place 

Wednesday evening, September 1 at 7:30 pm, in either the choir room or 

the sanctuary,  and our first Sunday that we will  sing for the  11:00  service  

Many Thanks 

Thank you everyone  for the prayers and 

cards during my recent illness. 

~Ethel Caudill 

mailto:lkuntz@comcast.net
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CONNECTING WITH COUNCIL 
August Council Highlights 

 General Funds to budget and expenses are below budget, cash flow positive. 

 Preschool: Mulching for the playground will take place before school starts.  Repair or replacement of flooring in 

Preschool was postponed until next year. 

 Path Youth Christmas Café was approved for December 10th relative to the absence of inhibiting covid re-

strictions.  Decision held by Council to table Fall rummage sale. 

 Preschool to hold Freckled Moose braided bread fundraiser.  Approved 

 Approval given to Mae Woodard to host a RADA cutlery sale to benefit the Red Bird Mission trip for 2022. 

 Council approved $750.00 to purchase 2 liturgical tables. 

 Council approved up to a total of $3,000.00 for the purchase of two computers for audio visual use from IT 

funds. 

 Council approved the replacement of wifi hardware downstairs and upstairs from Telecom for $952.98 from 

church maintenance fund. 

 The 2021 Council class (Karen, Tom, Amanda and Ed) would normally be given the option to go off Council or 

stay on for 3 more years.  Due to the Covid shut down and the possibility of another surge, Pastor Todd has 

asked the class to serve one more year before making this decision.  All have agreed to stay. 

 The water heater alarm went off in the kitchen due to an ignition shut off which was addressed.  Council ap-

proved replacement of water heater in the kitchen service closet on an as needed basis per facilities discretion. 

 Coat rack to be re-hung in the original space in the hall. 

 Ice Cream truck has been rented for the Church Picnic. 

 Council approved Linda Mohr’s request for a potluck meal with an information presentation by a representative 

of the Office of Aging.  Event subject to current Covid restrictions. 

Our annual Christmas Bazaar will be held on Saturday, November 22nd.  

We prayerfully ask that you consider signing up to bake cookies to donate 

and support this event.  Our sign-up sheet is located at the hospitality desk 

or you can contact the church office.   

We will be having our next Bazaar meeting on Monday, September 20th at 

6:00 pm.  

More Christmas Bazaar information to follow in our October newsletter. 
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Trunk-or-Treat 
SAVE THE DATE 

First United Methodist Church 

Saturday, October 16th 

2:00 - 4:00 pm 

More details to follow 
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This event is scheduled for the morning of 
Sept 22 at various local schools.  Full details 
will be available soon.  We will also hold a 
SYATP Rally the evening before (Sept 21) 
here at Grace.  If you would like to partici-
pate or would like more details, please see 
Meredith Howard or Melia Garrett. 


