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Your leaders here at Grace are embracing this concept as well. We are looking to the new ways we are going to 
live out our faith in faithful leadership of Christ’s holy church. We are celebrating the many new faces that have joined 
our community over the past year, and we have such great joy in building new relationships in our community. The 
past year has brought us a lot of grief and struggle. We thought for sure the term Covid would be out of our vocabulary 
by now. But alas even into our new year we are taking it with us. But we are not going to allow it to define our future.  

What has the past season taught us about faith, community, and personal relationships? That we need them. 

Article after article I have read highlights the positive mental condition of those who through these difficult times kept 

hope and vitality. How do you ask? By remembering and practicing the faith discipline of new beginnings. Seeking out 

new ways to live into their faith, new ways to be a community and new relationships that created a wider circle. My 

prayer for all of you this new year is that we look to the newness of what God has done for us and we allow that ex-

citement to root deep within our spirits. The “new” is a cause for great joy. It is a 

“new” opportunity, a “new” chance, a “new” life.  

New beginnings. Luke 2:8-11 is the account of the angel visiting the shep-

herds. The angel tells the shepherds “do not be afraid I bring you good news that 

will cause joy for all the people.” This was an announcement, a declaration of the 

dawning of a new age. The sun had set on the time before and a new hope has 

risen. From this moment on things were going to be different. There was a new 

thing happening and it was proof that God had acted on behalf of the world.  

This time it will be different. Have you ever said that to yourself? There 

are many television shows, movies, and books that shine on a character that gets 

a second chance to turn it all around to be something new that will impact their 

relationships, jobs, communities, and the world. Each January we celebrate new 

beginnings. We have a new beginning with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Christ 

event gives us cause to celebrate just like the shepherds those many years ago. 

We get to do something new. Not just this January and the early days of the new 

year but each and every day. When we accept the fullness of Jesus Christ as our 

Lord and Savior, we have a new opportunity to live. A new way to think. The Bible 

has a lot to say about the newness that God brings us. 2 Corinthians 5:17 tells us 

that whoever is in Christ is a new creation, the old has gone and the new has 

come. Galatians 6:11 tells us that there is no longer the circumcision or uncircum-

cised but a new creation. Psalm 98:1 tells us to sing the Lord a new song. Romans 

12:2 tells us that we are to be transformed through the renewing of our minds. 

God has made all things new.  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

“Evangelism and apologetics are the twin pillars upon 
which the church is built…God has ordained both evange-
lism and apologetics and the obedient church is faithful to 
both tasks” – R.C. Sproul   

Evangelism (declaring the faith – the ‘what’) and apologet-
ics (defending the faith – ‘the why’) complement each oth-
er and are like two wings of an airplane; you need both to 
fly.  Both are vital components of Christian discipleship 
and in fulfilling The Great Commission. 

Why should we learn and practice evangelism?  It is Bibli-
cal.  Matthew 28:16-20  (The Great Commission), Luke 
12:8 (Jesus tells us that we are to acknowledge Him to oth-
ers).  It is an act of love in declaring God’s gift of eternal 
salvation.  It builds our own faith as nothing helps us learn 
something better than to present and teach it to someone 
else.  What are your thoughts about evangelism?  Do you 
want to see others come to Christ, but are reluctant to share 
the Gospel with them?  Should we always develop a per-
sonal relationship with someone (friendship evangelism) 
before opening up to spiritual things and ultimately the 
Gospel?  Is that always possible?  What constitutes a 
“relationship?”  What happens when we share the gospel 
only with people we know?  Those we don’t know may 
never hear the Gospel!  Can we evangelize within a one-
time only conversation (spontaneous evangelism)?  Can we 
evangelize and put a ‘stone’ in someone’s shoe while wait-
ing at Jiffy Lube?  People are more interested in spiritual 
matters than we think!  “Friendship” evangelism AND 
“spontaneous” evangelism both exist, and there is a time 
for each.  What does it mean to always meet people where 
they are?  Is that a good idea?  Why or why not?   What are 
some natural ways to bring up spiritual topics? 

Here are some ‘inoffensive’ questions to ask someone to 
discover their spiritual condition. 

1-“What do you think happens to you after you die?”  “Do 
you think there is an afterlife?”  “…and what or who deter-
mines who goes where after we die?”  These questions are 
general, non-threatening AND diagnostic of the person’s 
spiritual stance! (Unsilenced book) 

2-“Do you know of any good churches in the area?” 

3-“Do you consider yourself to be a good person?”  Re-
member, it’s NOT about good vs bad or nice vs ‘mean,’ it’s 
about guilty vs innocent under a merciful and loving but 

also just and holy God! (The Way of The Master) 

4-Hand out a Gospel tract: “Did you get one of these?  It’s 
a Gospel tract.  Do you have a Christian background?” 

5-“If Christianity were true, would you become a Chris-
tian?” – Frank Turek 

It is extremely important to pray before any exchange for 
the Holy Spirit to give you courage and to direct your 
words according to His will. The apostles did!  Also, DO 
NOT interrupt; don’t be a verbal steamroller!  DO genuine-
ly LISTEN and ASK QUESTIONS. 

Why should we learn and practice apologetics?  Why 
should it be in our discipleship toolbox?  It is also Biblical.  
Jesus and the apostles used apologetics.  The Greek word  
ἀπολογία (apologia), which means “a defense” and where 
we get the word apologetics, is used 8 times in the Greek 
New Testament manuscripts.  We are told to always be 
ready to give an answer for why we are a follower of Jesus 
Christ (1 Peter 3:15) and to love God with all our heart, 
soul and mind (Matthew 22:37). Colossians 4:5-6 informs 
us to act wisely (skillful living; tactful in word and deed); 
full of grace (undeserved favor); seasoned with salt 
(preserves and enhances); and answer everyone (declare, 
defend, and even rebuke if needed).  Apologetics is also 
used to help seekers (adults and youth) in finding the truth 
by answering their questions and helping with doubts.  It is 
for skeptics and unbelievers to answer and defend the 
faith.  It is for us and other Christians to help strengthen 
our faith.  Finally, it is used as a security from Biblical 
heresy.  It protects the church from false teachings and to 
stand firm in orthodox historical evangelical Christianity (2 
Timothy 4:2-4). 

“If someone doesn’t think they need apologetics, one has to 
wonder if they have tried evangelizing lately.” —Bobby 
Conway 

 

Aiding sources and recommendations: 

“Unsilenced (How to Voice the Gospel)” – James Boccardo 
(2015) 

“The Way of The Master” Basic Training Course (Ray Comfort 

& Kirk Cameron)  

Crossexamined.com (Frank Turek) 

Defenders of the Faith 

“Two Wings Of An Airplane”   
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1-1 Keith Garrett  

1-3 Sarah Kaltreider 

1-4 Carolyn Clark 

1-8 Charlotte Mullinix 

 Dellany Parker 

1-10 Ruth Howsden 

 Beth McCormick 

1-12 Susan Johnson 

1-13 Donald Pritchard 

 Jeanne Weister 

 Elaine Wilson 

1-15 Stephen Garrett 

 Brody Miller 

1-16 Rebecca Reed 

1-18 Dennis Bollinger 

 Thomas Miller 

 Patricia Trone 

1-19 Iris Kauffman 

1-24 Joan Hardee 

1-25 Andrew Leonard 

1-26 Boyd Callender 

 Carey Crumling 

You are invited 
to a unique 

Cultivate Service 
With a drama presentation performed by: 
Karen & Mark Coons and Brian Jenkins 

Based on the book 
Dinner with a Perfect Stranger 

 

Do you enjoy watching a play? Then be sure to join us on Wednesday,  

January 12th at 6:30-7:30 pm in the sanctuary. Invite your friends.  

If you need a ride, please contact Karen & Mark Coons or the Church  

Office by Monday, January 10th and we will try to arrange one for you. 

Be prepared to be entertained, to laugh, and to think about what it might 

be like if you were in the position that one of the characters 

in this little drama finds themselves.  

 

Don’t miss out!! 

Newsletter Information 

Beginning March of this year (2022) we will only be sending newsletters through the US mail upon re-

quest.  If you wish to continue receiving your newsletter via mail please contact the church office by Feb-

ruary 15th.  Hard copies will also be available at the hospitality desk in the main lobby of the church if 

you would like to receive your monthly issue but do not want to have it mailed to you.  Unfortunately, 

we do not have enough folks who receive the newsletter through the US mail for us to qualify for our 

bulk mail rate.  If you would like to receive the newsletter via email please contact the church office.  

Thank you for your flexibility and understanding. 

If you wish to have an article or announcement featured in our newsletter, please contact the church 

office by the 15th of the month. 
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New Year, New Beginnings 

Some may not be aware of all the wonderful things we have to offer here at Grace.  Covid may have keep you away from wanting 

to be more involved or maybe you are new and are looking for something but you are not sure what that something is.  Below is a 

list of groups with the time and location.  It is  our prayer that if you are not currently involved in a group that you consider trying 

something new this year.   

Group Location Time 

Men’s Fellowship Multipurpose Room First Saturday of the Month @8:00am 

Sunshine Stitchers Resource Room First and Third Monday @ 10:00am 

Defenders of the Faith Resource Room Monday’s @6:30pm 

Bible Study with Linda Mohr Resource Room Tuesday’s @9:30am 

Gathering for Prayer Prayer Room Tuesday’s @10:00am 

Bible Study with Sheila Carter Shepard Room Tuesday’s @11:00am 

Mosaic Prayer Group Multipurpose Room Tuesday’s @5:30pm 

Al-Anon Resource Room Wednesday’s @12:00pm 

Cultivate Sanctuary Wednesday’s @6:30pm 

Choir Practice Choir Room Wednesday’s @7:30pm 

Praise Team Practice Sanctuary Thursday’s @6:30pm 

Missions Various Local Locations helping the     

community 

Varies 

Children’s Ministry Rainbow Room Sunday’s  

Adult Sunday School Multipurpose Room Sunday’s @ 10:00am 

Children’s Sunday School Various Room’s Sunday’s @ 10:00am 

Children's Church Preschool Rooms Sunday’s @ 11:00am 

Path Youth Youth Room Sunday’s @ 6:00pm 



Men’s Fellowship 
 

After much discussion at the December 4th GUMM meeting, a motion was made and passed to discontinue 
our association with the General Commission on United Methodist Men (GCUMM).  We will remain active 
as a Grace United Methodist Church organization known as Men’s Fellowship. 

 

Every adult male is welcome and is urged to attend our meetings. There are no fees or dues. 

 

Our primary purpose will be to meet monthly for Christian fellowship and to have a Bible focused pro-
gram. We anticipate having active participation in church activities with a leadership role in some.  Den-
ny Blum will function as the group facilitator and program leader; John Brown will continue to function 
as the treasurer and Hank Woodard will continue to act as a corresponding secretary. 

 

Mark Coons will coordinate an update for our group on the church web page. 

 

With the exception of January, 2022, Men’s Fellowship will meet on a First Saturday of each month at 8:00 
AM with coffee and donuts provided at 7:30 AM.  Due to January 1, 2022 being a holiday and January 8 al-
ready scheduled for a church leadership meeting, the first meeting of Men’s Fellowship in 2022, will be on 
January 15. 

 

Men’s Fellowship schedule for the next 13 months is: 

 

January 15, 2022    February 5, 2022 

March 5, 2022     April 2, 2022 

May 7, 2022     June 4, 2022 

July 2, 2022     August 6, 2022 

September 3, 2022    October 1, 2022 

November 5, 2022    December 3, 2022 

January 7, 2023 
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Our children put on a wonderful perfor-

mance during our children’s pageant on 

Sunday, December 19th at 9:00am.  Thank 

you to all of the children, parents and volun-

teers that made this possible. 


