
 To carry out his plan of humbling his enemy, 
Messala, Ben-Hur, and Malluch visit the 
Sheik Ilderim in the Orchard of Palms.

Ho, Malluch! Are those the 
horses? What beauty! What 

strength and grace!
Aye! They are pure 
Arabian stock-- as 

carefully tended as 
the sheik’s own  

children!

®
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    he sheik greets them courteously and after hearing Ben-Hur’s plan agrees to 
lend him his four prize horses—if the horses will let Ben-Hur handle them.

The sheik and Malluch watch . . .

That night, after they have eaten, another 
guest named Balthasar tells them how he 
and two others, many years ago, were led 
by a star to Bethlehem where they saw a 
new born babe . . .

         I am satisfied! My 
beauties accept him!

                    He has  
been well trained in  

driving and in  
military skill!

. . .Voices proclaimed  
that the child was to be the 
King and the Savior, but the 
child was hidden from Herod, 
and He who was to be King 
of the Jews has made no 

move to establish 
His kingdom.

God’s people  
must throw off  

the Roman chains  
before the King can  
mount his throne!  
We must prepare  

for war!
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For the next three days, Ben-Hur spends all his waking hours with the horses. He feeds  
and waters them, harnesses and unharnesses them. He speaks to them by name so that the 
intelligent beasts get to know him and obey his every word and touch on their reins.

Aye, O Sheik, and like brothers we will humble 
that evil Roman, Messala, tomorrow!

The morning of the race, Malluch 
brings bad news . . .

continued next week

There is a kingdom of earth  
and a kingdom above. We do not  
know of which He is to be king  
until he comes to possess His  
own. Battles, my young friend,  

Ben-Hur, are fought against  
evil by other means than  

the sword-- and won!

Agreed, O Balthasar, but I  
pledge my sword and all I  
possess to the king you  
speak of when He comes  

to battle Rome for  
His kingdom here!

Ha! Son of  
Hur, they have  
accepted you 

as their  
brother!

Messala has  
learned you  

are alive, Ben- 
Hur, and will  

certainly  
plan some  
dirty trick  
to beat you 

 in the  
race!

It is good that he knows  
his opponent. It will make my  
victory more difficult for him!
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What if you made a  
resolution to get in shape 
but can’t find the time to 
exercise? 

First Aid: Make your resolution 
more specific. Keep track of your 
progress each week and set new 
goals if you need to.

What if you made a  
resolution to practice 
your music lesson every 
day, but you’re already 
behind?

First Aid: Set aside a specific 
practice time each day when 
there’s not usually much else 
happening. Even if you have to 
miss a day or two, keep to your 
schedule as often as you can.

What if you made a  
resolution to watch  
less TV, but then you  
got sick and had nothing 
else to do?

First Aid: Plan ahead how you  
will spend your time. Pick out  
the TV shows you really want to 
watch and some other fun things 
to do with your free time.

MY GOAL:MY GOAL:
To get in shapeTo get in shape
MY GOAL:MY GOAL:
To get in shapeTo get in shape
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What if you made a  
resolution to obey the  
FIRST TIME Mom or Dad 
gave an order, but you  
were busy the first 16  
times they asked you to 
take out the garbage?

First Aid: If you’re serious about 
your resolution, set up a reward  
and penalty system with your  
parent. For example, you get a dime 
if you obey the first time, but lose a 
nickel each time an order needs to 
be repeated.

What if you made a  
resolution to keep your  
room clean, but yesterday 
the clutter swallowed 
your bed?

First Aid: It’s easier to get started 
when you break a big job into  
several smaller ones. Do one job  
each day until things are in order.

What if you made a  
resolution to be nice to  
your sister, but she invited 
three friends over to help 
her drive you crazy?

First Aid: Think ahead and decide 
what you’ll do to keep your cool  
in situations when your temper  
usually boils over.

Illustrated by Terry Sirrell

Whatever resolutions you make, you don’t have to give 
up trying just because you mess up a few times. And 
you don’t have to try alone! If you ask God to help you, 
He will. Mark 9:23 says, “Everything is possible for 
one who believes.”



AB-PU art and copy 
from the bottom half of 
Action Bible, page 536 
to use on the top half of 

the page.
PU art and copy from 
the top half of Action 

Bible, page 537 to use 
on the bottom half of 

the page.

the devil doesn’t give up easily. so he 
tries again, offering jesus something 
bigger than food. the devil leads 
jesus to a high place. in an instant he 
displays all the kingdoms of the world 
for jesus to see.

Tempted in the Desert
 based on Luke 4:1—13

The Devil doesn’t want Jesus to do 
GOd’s work. He tempts Jesus to mis-
use his power.

if you really are the
son of God, turn these 

stones into bread.

Scripture
says, “Man doesn’t
live only on bread,

but on the word
of God.”

Scripture
says, “Worship

the Lord your god.
He is the only one 

you should 
serve.”

I will give
you all these
kingdoms. You

could be famous
and powerful. if
you worship me,

it will be
yours.

Still The Devil does not give up. next 
the devil leads Jesus to Jerusalem.
  Jesus stands on the highest part
        of the temple.

if you are
the son of God,
throw yourself

down from 
here. scripture 
says, “The Lord 
will command 
his angels to
protect you.”

Scripture
says, “Do not
put the Lord
your God to
the test.”
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PixPix Puzzle PagePixPix
Unscramble the hearts to find what is hidden in our hearts. Each heart has 
space for three letters—the rectangles are spaces between words.

IN THA OURN  Y I   H

1 1   NO AGAINS

RD DDE ALMT   Y RT

9:1 T   S H IPS OU.

MI 1   WOAVE GHT

T   I I N HEA

MY

Hidden in My HeartHidden in My HeartHHiiddddeen n iin n MMy y HHeeaarrtt

Put the letters from the hearts in the boxes below to discover what is hidden 
in your heart (Hint: this week’s memory verse).
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2. When Jesus talked back, 
it was in this good way. The 
devil tried to get Him to show 
off His power by turning stone 
into bread, but Jesus replied 
with Deuteronomy 8:3: “Man 
can’t live by bread alone.” 
So the devil tried again: 
“Worship me and I’ll give you 
all kingdoms.” “Only God is 
to be worshiped,” Jesus firmly 
countered. See, Jesus called 
on the Word of God when 
tempted—and the devil’s got 
no say in that. You can call on 
God’s Word when you’re faced 
with temptation, too.

1. You’re dreaming that you 
are a super hero. In your dream 
you caught a guy breaking into 
a garage down the street. He 
tried to give you 20 bucks to 
keep your mouth shut. But you 
remembered that God warns 
against stealing. You talk back, 
“Get a job! ‘Cause it’s wrong 
to steal, and it’s better to work 
than take anyway.” Then poof 
you wake up. Read Psalm 
119:11.

3. How do you store up God’s 
Word? When do you voice it? 
What three situations tempt 
you where voicing God’s Word 
would help you not give in to 
sin?

    faith
forward

Read more this week about how God’s Word helps when you’re tempted: 
a Luke 4:1-13      a 1 Corinthians 10:13      a Psalm 119:9-16

4. Write a Word Warrant to arrest sin. List some temptations. 
Look in your Bible’s concordance for verses to write next to each 
temptation so you can call out to fight for what’s right.

in touch with God

  key verse 
I have hidden your word in 
my heart that I might not sin 
against you.    Psalm 119:11

devotional                                             PIX
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Pause a minute

Play it out

Take a look back

Record your thoughts
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