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1 NUMBERS 27:15-17

GODLY LEADERS ARE FULL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

Leaders often must make decisions that affect many 
lives. They must guide with wisdom and discernment 
for the betterment of those they are leading. Why? 
Because as verse 17 reminds us, people can often feel 
like they are “sheep without a shepherd.” Without a 
shepherd, sheep don’t know what direction to go in, 
they are vulnerable to an attack from the enemy, and 
they can get lost. Notice also how verse 17 describes 
the work of a shepherd-type leader. It says, “…who 
will go out before them and come back in before 
them, and who will bring them out and bring them 
in.” Leaders are always leading, even if they aren’t 
the first person you see in the line. Leadership 
looks different in various seasons of life. No matter 
the situation or people, a Godly leader leads with 
integrity and is full of the Holy Spirit.

2 NUMBERS 27:18-22

GODLY LEADERS ARE COMMISSIONED WITH THE TRUTH.

The word “commission” speaks to authority and gives 
commands that will be followed. Godly leaders are to 

lead in and through the power of the Lord. Sometimes 
leaders are chosen within, and sometimes they come 
from our sources. Joshua was Moses’ assistant at 
Mount Sinai. The people would have already known 
him, but turning over the reins over to Joshua was to 
be done with the Lord’s favor and direction. Although 
Godly earthly leaders have authority, they still submit 
to the Lord’s authority in their own life. What guides 
them should be the truth of the Gospel. 1 Peter 5:2-
3 is a passage that deals specifically with those in 
pastoral leadership (or elders in the church), but still 
has great implications for anyone seeking to be a 
Godly leader.

3 NUMBERS 27:23-23

GODLY LEADERS ARE CHAMPIONED IN PRAYER.

Leadership is hard. Leaders must make decisions that 
people will sometimes not like. Moses experienced 
this as a leader to the Israelites. At times, they 
followed his leadership, and at other times they did 
the exact opposite of what they were told. We must 
bathe our leaders in prayer and ask the Lord to use 
them in a mighty way. Godly leaders will not be 
perfect, but above all, they need our prayers for the 
task that lies ahead. They need our prayers and not 
our complaints.

This midweek study will explore how a spirit-led leader is full of the Spirit, commissioned with the Truth, and prayed 
over for the mission that lies ahead.

 
SCRIPTURE: NUMBERS 27:15-23

ESSENTIAL DOCTRINE  •  SIN AS SELFISHNESS

When we sin, we are acting out of a selfish attitude and mind-set that assumes our action will lead us to more 
happiness than if we were to obey God. Because sin is manifested in our tendency to be “curved inward” toward 
self, it is the opposite of love. Love looks outwardly to place others before oneself, operating from the mind-set 
that others are more important (Phil. 2:3). Where sin selfishly seeks personal gratification and happiness, love 
works for the joy of others in the hopes of making others happy in God.

CHRIST CONNECTION

When the Israelites were mortally wounded because of their sin, God called on them to look upon the bronze 
serpent lifted high on the pole to be healed. We, too, are mortally wounded because of sin. God has likewise 
called on us to look with faith upon Jesus Christ lifted high on the cross so that we might be saved from the 
punishment of our sin.
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1 NUMBERS 27:15-17

GODLY LEADERS ARE FULL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.   

WHAT DOES IT TELL YOU ABOUT MOSES’ CHARACTER 
THAT HE WENT TO THE LORD TO FIND A NEW LEADER TO 
REPLACE HIM AFTER HE WAS GONE?

IN YOUR OPINION, WHAT DOES GODLY LEADERSHIP 
LOOK LIKE? WHAT DOES IT NOT LOOK LIKE?

WHAT ARE CHARACTERISTICS OF A GOOD SHEPHERD? 
HOW IS JESUS OUR GOOD SHEPHERD?

WHAT IS THE ADVANTAGE OF A LEADER BEING LED BY 
THE HOLY SPIRIT?

2 NUMBERS 27:18-22

GODLY LEADERS ARE COMMISSIONED WITH THE TRUTH.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE COMMISSIONED WITH THE 
TRUTH? WHY IS IT IMPORTANT FOR LEADERS TO HAVE 
THIS CHARACTERISTIC?

WHY IS IT SO VITAL FOR LEADERS TO LEAD WITH THE 
CONVICTION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT? WHAT CAN HAPPEN 
IF THIS IS NOT THE CASE? HOW DOES THIS AFFECT THE 
PEOPLE THEY ARE LEADING?

WHAT CHARACTERISTICS DID MOSES AND JOSHUA HAVE? 
WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THEIR EXAMPLE?

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT FOR US TO SUBMIT TO THE 
LEADERSHIP IN OUR LIVES? WHAT DOES IT TELL YOU 
ABOUT SOMEONE WHO IS UNWILLING TO DO THIS?

IF YOU ARE IN A POSITION OF LEADERSHIP, WHETHER 
IT BE A SCHOOL OR ON A TEAM, WHAT CAN YOU LEARN 
FROM THIS PASSAGE ABOUT GODLY LEADERSHIP?

3 NUMBERS 27:23-23

GODLY LEADERS ARE CHAMPIONED IN PRAYER.

WHY DO YOU BELIEVE LEADERS SHOULD BE BATHED IN 
PRAYER?

HOW CAN YOU PRAY FOR THE LEADERS IN YOUR LIFE 
TODAY? HOW CAN YOU PRAY FOR LEADERS WHO DO 
NOT FOLLOW JESUS?

WHAT ARE WAYS WE CAN SERVE OUR LEADERS?

WRAP IT UP 

Note to student leaders: Have students write down 
leaders in their life. They can be parents, coaches, 
pastors, small group leaders, other students they 
admire. Then give them time to pray for these people.

Sample closing prayer:

Lord, thank you for the example of Godly leaders in 
our lives. We pray for the leaders you have placed in 
authority over us. We pray they will love and pursue 
you more than anything else. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

ACTIVITY

Have students make a list of people they view as 
an excellent leader. Have students read their top 
two or three answers. See if other students in the 
room also write down any of the same people. Then, 
have students write down what they see as good 
characteristics of a leader. Discuss their findings as a 
group. You may choose to split up your students into 
several smaller groups.

 Leadership is crucial to the success of an 
organization or group of people. In today’s passage, 
we see Moses picking his successor to lead God’s 
people. Typically, this was choosing someone in the 
same family, but this time, one of Moses’ servants 
was chosen. Joshua was a gifted leader himself, but 
still needed the necessary qualities of a Godly leader—
full of the spirit of God, commissioned, and prayed 
over for the mission ahead.


