
A Voice of One Calling in the Desert 
 
He came out of the desert like a whirlwind, a scorching flame, preaching a message of preparation- 
“Make straight the way of the Lord”(John. 1:23).  Repent and be baptized, prepare your hearts for His 
coming. 
 
The Jews had long looked forward to the coming of the Messiah, but the mainstream leaders, those in 
charge in the Temple, the Establishment if you will, had become mired in ritual and tradition, practicing 
a hollow religion that was more cultural and lifestyle than one possessing a “heart” of faith. 
John came along and kinda slapped them along side the head with a reality check-it’s about their heart!!   
 
The people, however, listened and responded.  The Bible says that people flocked to John to repent and 
be baptized as a witness of their repentance.  Why was this necessary?  This repentance was a turning 
away from sin and the empty religiosity of the day to an authentic search for a real relationship with 
God.  The baptism was visible evidence of confession and cleansing. 
 
John’s mission was to prepare the people to accept the coming of the Messiah.  He said NOW is the time 
- the time of repentance is NOW.  The Kingdom of God is coming and with it the Messiah.  Cleanse your 
hearts, confess your sins, and prepare to meet Him. 
 
When the tradition of Advent first began, around 400 a.d., it included a time of prayer, fasting, 
repentance, and penance.  I don’t know about the penance part, but some time spent practicing the first 
three seems like a really healthy thing to do for our souls. 
 
The second part of John’s ministry was to identify Jesus as the Messiah.  When Jesus came to John to be 
baptized, it wasn’t for repentance, but so that John could I.D. Him publicly as the One they had been 
looking for-the Messiah. 

 
Wouldn’t it be great if, like John, we were born with one mission, one purpose in life, one job to do.  It’d 
be so much simpler; get up in the morning, slip on my camel-hair shirt, have a breakfast of locusts and 
honey, and go preach about the Messiah.  Wait a minute.  We do have a similar mission, if not a similar 
diet!  As believers we are called to know Him and to make Him known, to glorify God with our lives. 

 
In the drama of John’s ministry, we often forget how truly special he was.  His birth was a divine 
occurrence (his mother was past childbearing age), his birth was announced by an angel, and finally, he 
was a “shirt tail” relative of Jesus’s, most likely a cousin. 
I’ll wager that none of us had a birth or a childhood like John’s.  There is some evidence that he became 
a member of the Essenes, a sect of the Jewish people who were outside the mainstream of the Temple 
worship.  They lived in the desert and practiced an ascetic lifestyle.  Andrew, soon to be a follower of 
Jesus, and possibly John (son of Zebbedee), were first disciples of John the Baptist (see Jhn.1:35-42) 

 
Besides the prophetic message of the Old Testament, God provided a herald, “a voice of one calling in 
the desert.”  Today, perhaps you feel like you are in a desert.  It doesn’t matter if it’s just the world, your 
family, or a mess of your own making; you’re in a wilderness and lost.  Listen to John and turn away 
from “the sin that so easily entangles us,” and turn to the Messiah, Jesus, who will save and comfort 
you.  Put your faith in Him.  He says to “come to Me all you who are weary and laden, and I will give you 
rest for your souls.”  Come to Him.  Come to Him. 



One of John’s final messages was “I must decrease, and He must increase.”  I must become lesser, and 
He must become greater.  Let the Messiah become greater in your hearts today. 
Brothers and sisters, NOW is the time. 
 
Passages about John the Baptist: 
Luke 1:5-25; 39-45; 57-80 
Luke 3:1-20 
John 1:6-9; 15; 19-42; 3:22-36 
Mark 1:1-11; 14; 6:14-29 
Matthew 3:1-17 
 
God bless you all this week.  Please remember to pray for one another. 
Sincerely, 
Ron Parr 
 


