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Malachi 2:10-16 
Discussion Guide 

Pray 
Apart from God, we can do nothing.  Pray for the Holy Spirit to guide your discussion. 
Throughout your time together, continue asking God for help. 
 
Read Scripture 
Read Malachi 2:10-16 together. 
 
Bible Study:  The HEAR Method 
The bulk of your time will be spent discussing God’s Word together using the HEAR inductive 
Bible study method. 
 
Remember: 

• Walk through the Bible study together using the HEAR method and talk about what stuck 
out most to you in the passage. 

• Make sure you move discussion to the application section of your study. 
• Affections, beliefs, and practices:  Make sure to apply the passage to all your life. 

 
Pray 

• Take time to pray for one another and ask for His grace to apply His Word to our daily 
lives. 

 
Malachi 2:10-16 (ESV) 
“Have we not all one Father?  Has not one God created us?  Why then are we faithless to one another, 
profaning the covenant of our fathers?  11Judah has been faithless, and abomination has been committed 
in Israel and in Jerusalem.  For Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the LORD, which he loves, and has 
married the daughter of a foreign god.  12May the LORD cut off from the tents of Jacob any descendent of 
the man who does this, who brings an offering to the LORD of hosts! 
 

13And this second thing you do.  You cover the LORD’s altar with tears, with weeping and groaning 
because he has no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand.  14But you say, 
‘Why does he not?’  Because the LORD was witness between you and the wife of your youth, to whom you 
have been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant.  15Did he not make them 
one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God seeking?  Godly offspring.  So 
guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth.  16For the man 
who does not love his wife but divorces her, says the LORD, the God of Israel, covers his garment with 
violence, says the LORD of hosts.  So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.’” 
 
Open:  Was family loyalty a significant ideal growing up?  If so, why was loyalty so important 
to your family? 
 
Context Matters:  Remember that at the beginning of this book God addresses people unbelief 
in His specific love of them, then moves to address the religious leaders, the priests, of their 
wrongdoing.  Now God turns to address everyone.   
 
Study:   
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1) Malachi 2:10 opens the third dispute between God and His people.  Here, the prophet 
begins speaking on behalf of God’s people.  A new problem is introduced in 2:10. What 
is the problem?  How have God’s people been unfaithful (or disloyal)? 
 

2) In Malachi 2:11, God moves from addressing individuals to addressing everyone.  What 
have God’s people done to the sanctuary, and how have they done it?  (The sanctuary is 
where sacrifices were offered to the Lord.)  How does God feel about His sanctuary?  
Why? 
 

3) Why was marrying foreign wives forbidden for the Israelites?  As you consider the 
answer to this question read 1 Kings 11:1-13 and then read Exodus 34:11-16.  How is 
King Solomon a cautionary tale about marrying foreigners?   
 

4) Why does God not want to hear the people’s weeping and crying (Mal. 2:10-12)? Do you 
ever find yourself complaining to other people or God about a problem that you created? 
 

5) The Lord indicts Israel for a second and corresponding sin:  divorcing the wives of their 
youth (2:14).  According to Malachi, what role does God play in marriage covenants?  
How had they forgotten God’s activity in their marriage?  How might forgetting God’s 
specific love for them had led them to this place? 
 

6) According to Malachi 2:15-16, what are God’s purposes for godly marriages?  Take time 
to compare to Ephesians 5:22-33. 
 

7) How does the metaphor of the relationship of Christ and His Church relate to the call 
towards Christians to be faithful?  How can this be understood both individually and 
corporately? 

 
Apply: 

8) How does God addressing the people’s unfaithfulness relate to us today? 
 

9) What were the consequences of the people’s unfaithfulness to God?  How do you see 
these today in your own life? 

 
10) What does repentance look like for unfaithful men and women? How can you guard your 

heart from unfaithfulness to God and your spouse, or His church? 
 

11) How is the Gospel our only hope to rest in God’s faithfulness?  If you’ve been divorced, 
how does the Gospel minister hope to you today? 

 
PRAY: 

• Take time thank God for His sovereign electing love of you. 
• Ask God that His love would move you both to humility and heartfelt worship. 
• Ask God for wisdom and power to guard your heart against any influence toward 

unfaithfulness (to spouse and to Him).  
NOTE:  a variety of resources have been used for this discussion guide including:  ESV 12-Week Study Guide, 
Malachi Study Guide from Christ Redeemer Church, and Malachi:  Easy Doesn’t Change the World by John Barry 


