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A GENEROUS HEART
by  Gwynne  Johnson
Scripture emphasizes over 500
times how our heart is God's
priority. Proverbs 4:3 warns us to
"Guard your heart with all diligence
for it is the wellspring of life."
Therefore, it should not surprise us
that many things compete to
capture our hearts. Jesus warns of
money's dangerous allure. “No one
can serve two masters; for either he
will hate the one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to one and
despise the other. You cannot serve
God and wealth." (Matthew 6:24) In
our American culture money is
heralded as the solution to most
problems, tempting us to make it
our focus rather than God's
generous provision.

Because God so desires our hearts’
affection, He tests our hearts to
reveal to us what we most value.
God admonished Israel in Jeremiah
2:13: “For My people have
committed two evils: They have
abandoned Me the fountain of living
waters to carve out for themselves
cisterns, broken cisterns that do not
hold water." Notice the first evil is
abandoning God and secondly
seeking other sources of
satisfaction. Money becomes one of
the most tempting and alluring
alternatives.

Jesus warns, "Do not store up for
yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. 
 But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys, and where
thieves do not break in or steal."
(Matthew 6:19-20) How we relate to
money reveals where our trust truly
resides. When our trust is centered
on Him we are free to cheerfully
respond to the Spirit's direction in
giving. God tested my heart's
affection in this regard. We lived in
beautiful Northern California
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when God called Don to serve at
Dallas Seminary. He left to begin
work and I stayed behind to
oversee the sale of our home. As
the weeks progressed with no
offers I grew increasingly anxious.
Prior to this experience, if you
asked me if money held first place
in my heart, I would have strongly
denied it. We had made the
decision to respond to the call to
ministry even though it meant a
substantial reduction in income.In
my mind we were fully trusting
God. However, as the days
progressed I could sense the slow
draining of our savings as we
maintained our Northern California
home. As I was praying (read
arguing) one morning, confused as
to why God wasn't "helping us by
selling our house," I heard the
quiet whisper of the Spirit in my
soul ask, "Are you really trusting
me or that nest egg in the bank?"
In that moment, I realized that I
was deceiving my own heart but
not His. I needed to confess my
misplaced trust and surrender
again our future finances to God.
With that confession and
surrender came peace in place of
my anxious spirit and a greater
awareness of my own vulnerability
to trust in money rather than God.
God cared about my heart's
affection and I needed correction.
As an aside, now over 30 years
later, I am witness to His over-
abundant faithfulness; in provision
and correction.

Throughout the chapter of 2
Corinthians 9, Paul connects the
abundant provision and promise of
God with how we determine our
giving, concluding "Each one must
do just as he has decided in his
heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver." When our hearts
fully trust our loving and generous
Father, we can discern His
direction and give with true joy.
He is more than gracious and
trustworthy and we experience His
generous provision.



When was the last time you made a
full inventory of your possessions?
Mostly, we don’t worry about such
things. When you die, however,
someone will create and file an
inventory of your stuff and its value
at the county courthouse. The things
you loved; the things you didn’t; the
things forgotten; the things
treasured; investments; property;
collectibles; vehicles; etc. It will all be
listed, given a value, and reported for
tax and inheritance purposes. Then
your stuff will be sold or given to
your heirs. It will no longer be your
stuff. Why? Because you are no
longer here. (Duh!) The stuff is here
and the value is still present but you
aren’t, which begs the question, “Was
it ever really ‘yours?’” 

“For who makes you so superior?
What do you have that you didn’t
receive? And if, in fact, you did
receive it, why do you boast as if you
hadn’t received it? …you are not your
own... you were bought with a
price...” 1 Corinthians 4:7 and 6:19

The people of Corinth were
forerunners of the modern American
in both character and practice. They
identified with the strong, powerful
and popular. They loved being
admired for their position or
performance. They held fast to their
self-made accomplishments and the
just rewards for their talent and hard
work. Sadly enough, they considered
themselves as owners, earners,
producers and independently
capable of achieving self-sufficiently.
Paul sought to confront such “rugged
individualism” by providing simple
yet profound concepts found
throughout scripture. Simply put: We
are not owners! Not even of
ourselves.

Ownership carries at least three
primary aspects: permanence, use,
and a future.

First, to be an owner is to possess
something in a permanent way. It’s
mine. It will always be mine. It has
always been mine. We tend to think
about money in permanent rather
than temporary paradigms. This is a
problem. Why? Because there is
nothing in your world that has or
ever will be permanent except God
himself. Your body isn’t permanent.
Time will change it. (Look in the
mirror.) Your talents aren’t
permanent. Age will rob you of them.
Your relationships aren’t permanent.
Illness, death and circumstances
interrupt them. Your home isn’t
permanent. It will eventually be sold
by you or your kids. 

OWNERSHIP
by  R ichard  Rogers
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Given the temporary nature of our
lives and the myriad of causes that
might remove possessions from our
hands, it is difficult to say that we
are owners of anything. In order to
qualify as a permanent possessor of
anything, you must transcend that
thing. Only God transcends this
created world. Therefore,
“everything in the heavens and the
earth belongs to You, oh Lord.”
1Chronicles 29:12 

The second and third aspects of
ownership emerge from the first. If
you transcend a thing, you possess
the right to determine its use and
future. This characteristic is called
Sovereignty. Once again, only God
is Sovereign. Only God, who
transcends all of creation, who
spoke creation into existence, who
sustains creation and who will
transform all of creation, only He
has Sovereignty to determine the
use and future of all creation.

So you may ask: Don’t I make
decisions about the use and future
of things? Absolutely. Yet, not as an
owner - as a temporary manager or
steward. note the emphasis on
“temporary.” And let’s be honest,
the semi-sovereignty we do have is
trumped by the laws of nature and
laws of the land. Running afoul of
either results in negative
consequences. So what’s the
conclusion: That all that is in my
possession has been placed there
by its rightful owner for me to
steward on His behalf. How it is
used and its future are determined
as He speaks and directs. 

I once worked for a delivery service
that shipped expensive aeronautics
parts. Those parts were never mine.
The valuable pieces were in my
hands but never belonged to me.
They were placed in my hands with
a purpose and future use in mind.
As a steward, I delivered them to
the right place so they might be
used as intended. 

I wonder how our lives would
change if we saw all possessions
through the lens of one entrusted
rather than one who owns. 


