
Revela&on 8:1-5 Answered Prayers 

1. Introduc)on:  

a. Between the 6th and 7th seals we are presented with what Dr. Brighton calls an “Interlude.” In 
this interlude we are shown through apocryphal imagery both the Church Militant and the 
Church Triumphant. 

1) During this interlude John is shown two scenes. In the first scene, John sees the 
144,000 sealed. In the second scene, he sees the saints standing at the golden altar 
before the throne of God in heaven.  

2) Discussion: As this vision begins John sees four angels standing at the four corners of 
the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, that no wind might blow on earth or 
sea or against any tree. What is represented by the imagery of the four corners of the 
earth?  

3) Discussion: Dr. Brighton writes that the four winds are to be idenQfied or associated 
with the four horsemen of revelaQon 6 and thus are another symbol of destrucQon and 
suffering which takes place over the earth under the permissive will of God through the 
Church Age and that will intensify toward the Time of the End. What “signs” have you 
seen that might lead you to believe the Time of the End is approaching?  

4) Discussion: The 144,000 represent the body of believers throughout the ages. 
Therefore, this group is not limited to the literal tribes of Israel but should be 
understood to also include ChrisQans because the genQles were “graTed into Israel” 
(Romans 11:11-24). This is the Church Militant (the church on earth). Why is it 
important that ChrisQans are graTed into Israel? 

5) Discussion: In the second scene of the Interlude John writes that, “ATer this I looked, 
and behold, a great mulQtude that no one could number, from every na)on, from all 
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb.” 
John is told in RevelaQon 7:14 the idenQty of the vast number of people he sees, “These 
are the ones coming out of the great tribula)on. They have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. This is the Church Triumphant (the church 
in heaven). Does seeing the Church Triumphant encourage you? Why? 

b. This passage completes the 7-fold Seals Judgment.  

c. The 7th seal not only concludes the Seals Judgment it introduces the Trumpet Judgment. 

2. Read: RevelaQon 8:1-5 “When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in 
heaven for about half an hour. 2 Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven 
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trumpets were given to them. 3 And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden 
censer, and he was given much incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden 
altar before the throne, 4 and the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose 
before God from the hand of the angel. 5 Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire 
from the altar and threw it on the earth, and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes 
of lightning, and an earthquake.” 

a. NoQce who opens the seals that usher in judgment. John 5:22-23 explains this, “For the 
Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son, just 
as they honor the Father.”  

b. Discussion: What is the significance of the ½ hour of silence aTer the opening of the 7th seal?  

c. Discussion: What do you think is symbolized by the seven angels and the trumpets they were 
given in verse 2? 

d. In his commentary Dr. Brighton points out several events where trumpets were used 
including: to call Israel to assembly, to signal the camp to move, the coronaQon of kings, as the 
people marched around Jericho, at the 2nd coming of Jesus, at the resurrecQon at the end, in the 
voice of Christ in RevelaQon, and in parQcular to announce events at the End Time. 

e. Discussion: In verse 3 we are told that the angel was given much incense to offer with the 
prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before the throne. What is the significance of the 
altar in heaven being before the throne?  

f. Discussion: In the Tabernacle and later in the Temple, the Altar of Incense was placed before 
the entrance into the Holy of Holies (Hebrews 9). In both the Tabernacle and the Temple the 
priests would burn incense on the altar as the people of God prayed. The incense and the 
prayers were pleasing to God. David wrote in Psalms 141:2, “Let my prayer be counted as 
incense before you, and the liTing up of my hands as the evening sacrifice!” How does this 
imagery compare to the locaQon of the Golden Altar in the Tabernacle? What does this say 
about our prayers? NOTE: See Exodus chapter 40 for the Tabernacle and its furnishings.  

g. Discussion: The angel throwing the censer filled with fire from the altar onto the earth 
accompanied by peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake 
symbolizes God's final judgment. Hebrews 12:25-29 cauQons us, “See that you do not refuse 
him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on 
earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. 26 At that Qme his 
voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, ‘Yet once more I will shake not only the earth 
but also the heavens.’ 27 This phrase, ‘Yet once more,’ indicates the removal of things that are 
shaken—that is, things that have been made—in order that the things that cannot be shaken 
may remain. 28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken.”  
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