
What is Your Story?
(Adult Bible Class – Acts:  July 18, 2021)

What is something you recently bought or experienced that you couldn’t wait to share with a relative or friend?

The book of Acts is filled with accounts of early Christians telling their own people and eventually others about the
kingdom of God and Jesus:  Stephen, Peter, Paul and most likely Barnabas, Luke, Titus and others.

Peter said: “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an account to everyone who
asks you to give the reason for the hope you have.” I Peter 3:15a

In Acts 22, we see the second of three accounts in Acts of Saul’s encounter with Jesus (see Acts 9 and 26).  Paul
shares his faith – his hope.  What are some things in this account that we don’t read in the other two?

- V. 12: Paul says that Ananias was an observer of the law and highly respected.  Why? What was Paul being
accused of by the Jewish crowd?  Acts 21:28 - “This is the man who teaches all men everywhere against our
people (Jews) and our law (Torah) and this place (temple). And besides, he has brought Greeks into the
temple area and defiled this holy place.” Acts 24:5-7 – “We have found this man to be a troublemaker, stirring
up riots among the Jews all over the world. He is a ringleader of the Nazarene sect and even tried to
desecrate the temple; so we seized him.”

- V. 14: When speaking with Saul, Ananias repeated Jesus’s words to him (see 9:15-16)
- This account does not include Saul’s time in Damascus and his escape through the wall.
- V.17-21: This account includes Paul’s trance in the temple & another visit from Jesus

Why do these three accounts differ somewhat?

Why did the people get so upset when Paul said in Acts 22:21, “Then the Lord said to me, ‘Go, I will send you far
away to the Gentiles.’”  The people shouted, “Rid the earth of him. He’s not fit to live!” (v.22) “…they were
shouting and throwing off their cloaks and flinging dust into the air…” (v. 23).  What did this mean in their culture?

In 22:24, Paul is about to be flogged. The Romans would flog a person (a slave or alien) in order to get a confession
from them.  Flogging was done with a scourge, a whip of leather thongs with pieces of bones or metal attached to
the ends.  It was illegal to flog a Roman citizen.

In 22:25 & 27, Paul says he is a Roman citizen which stops the flogging before it began. How could someone
become a Roman citizen?

23:1-3, Paul is now before the Sanhedrin and he says he has “fulfilled my duty to God in all good conscience to this
day”, which causes the high priest, Ananias to have him struck across the mouth. Paul responds by replying, “God
will strike you, you whitewashed wall!”  Why did the high priest order this and what is meant by Paul’s response?

In v. 5, what did Paul mean when he said he did not realize that he was speaking to the high priest?

In v. 6 Paul says, “I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee.  I stand on trial because of my hope in the resurrection of
the dead.”  What was he trying to do by saying this?

The witness of Paul, Peter and Stephen as found in the book of Acts

Paul: Acts 13: 13-31. In the synagogue in Antioch, Paul reminds his listeners that God chose their fathers. He tells of
the Israelites prosperity in Egypt, their escape, their inheritance of the Promised Land, the judges, the prophets,
King Saul, King David and his descendent, the Messiah (Torah). He also reminded them that the prophets had
foretold of Jesus execution, something that was “read every Sabbath” (in the temple and the synagogues). (v. 27)



Acts 3: Peter speaks to the people of Israel.  “You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We
are witnesses of this.” (v. 15) He reminds them of what the Torah said, that God had told Abraham that through his
offspring all people on earth would be blessed. He told Moses that He would raise up a prophet from among his
own people.  He “foretold through all the prophets” that Christ would suffer. (v. 18).  “And you are heirs of the
prophets of the covenant God made with your fathers. When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to
bless you…”  (vv. 24-26). Acts 4:13 says, “When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they
were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.”

Acts 7: Stephen’s speech to the Sanhedrin: He recounted the history of God’s covenant with Abraham, Joseph’s
betrayal by his brothers and his fulfillment of God’s plan in Egypt, Israel’s slavery in Egypt and their escape with
Moses, their wandering in the dessert, the temple built by Solomon and the rejection of the “Righteous One”.
Stephen even recounted what God had told Moses: “God will send you a prophet like me from you own people.”
(Again, the Torah) (Acts 7:37)

Acts 26: Paul tells “his” story to King Agrippa. He had been a Jew his entire life and in his zeal for the Jewish faith he
had rounded up and put into prison believers of Jesus of Nazareth. He shares again his encounter with Jesus and
then said, “I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen – that the Christ would
suffer and as the first to rise from the dead would proclaim light to his own people and to the Gentiles.” (vv 22b-23)
.

What did Stephen’s, Peter’s and Paul’s speeches have in common?
1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

So, what is your story?  Ananias told Saul that he was to be a witness to all “you have seen and heard”. (Acts 22:15)
With the people around you, share your story about your faith in God and Jesus Christ – what you have seen and
heard in your life as a Christian.

Paul said this in 1 Cor. 2:1-5. “When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I
proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus
Christ and him crucified. My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power.”

As Paul said in I Corinthians, our faith is based on God’s power and not on man’s wisdom or fancy words or
persuasive speech. We can be reminded of these Scripture passages regarding our witness – “our story”:

I Pet. 3:15 says, “…be prepared to give the reason for the hope you have…with gentleness and respect.”
Prov. 15:1 - “A gentle answer turns away wrath.”
Matt 11:29 – Jesus himself said he was “gentle and humble in heart”
Eph. 4:2 – “Be humble and gentle, be patient, bearing with one another in love.”
Col. 3:12 – “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness
and patience.”


