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One Purpose-Different Opinions 
• Opening Announcements 
• Opening Prayer 

Q:  Have you ever had a “sharp” disagreement with someone?   

Q:  Have you ever had a differing opinion to the point that it separated you from the 
other person? 

Q:  Have your kids ever fought over differing opinions? 

READ: Acts 15:36-41 "36 And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return 
and visit the brothers in every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see 
how they are.” 37 Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John called Mark. 38 But 
Paul thought best not to take with them one who had withdrawn from them in 
Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work. 39 And there arose a sharp 
disagreement, so that they separated from each other. Barnabas took Mark with him 
and sailed away to Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and departed, having been 
commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. 41 And he went through Syria 
and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.” 

Q:  What was the “sharp disagreement” about? 

Q:  Does our text say anything about “sin” because they held strong opinions? 

Q:  Why did Paul disagree with Barnabas? 

Q:  What ultimately happens? 

Q:  How does God redeem this situation? 

OPINIONS: 
Q:  What exactly IS an opinion? 

Q:  Why are opinions good things? 

Q:  How can opinions be divisive things? 
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Adiaphora: 
One issue that come out of the German Reformation revolved around pressure from 
governmental authorities for the protestant churches to agree/align with Catholic 
Churches.  Initially, this was rejected by Phillip Melanchthon based on the grounds that 
it didn’t protect the doctrine of Justification by Grace through Faith.  He later was 
persuaded to go along and this was vehemently opposed by Matthias Flacius who was 
an outspoken Lutheran theologian.  Another Lutheran leader/theologian Martin 
Chemnintz pulled together the Lutheran churches to settle his issue and what came out 
of it was The Formula of Concord.  Article X of the Formula gives us the idea/use of 
Adiaphora. 

“To settle this controversy we believe, teach, and confess unanimously that the 
ceremonies or church usages which are neither commanded nor forbidden in the Word 
of God, but which have been introduced solely for the sake of good order and the 
general welfare, are in and for themselves no divine worship or even a part of it. “In vain 
do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men” (Matt. 15:9).

4 2. We believe, teach, and confess that the community of God in every locality and 
every age has authority to change such ceremonies according to circumstances, as it 
may be most profitable and edifying to the community of God.

5 3. But in this matter all frivolity and offenses are to be avoided, and particularly the 
weak in faith are to be spared (1 Cor. 8:9–13; Rom. 14:13ff).

6 4. We believe, teach, and confess that in time of persecution, when a clear-cut 
confession of faith is demanded of us, we dare not yield to the enemies in such 
indifferent things, as the apostle Paul writes, “For freedom Christ has set us free; stand 
fast therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery” (Gal. 5:1). “Do not be 
mismated with unbelievers, for what fellowship has light with darkness?” (2 Cor. 6:14). 
“To them we did not yield submission even for a moment, that the truth of the Gospel 
might be preserved for you” (Gal. 2:5). In such a case it is no longer a question of 
indifferent things, but a matter which has to do with the truth of the Gospel, Christian 
liberty, and the sanctioning of public idolatry, as well as preventing offense to the weak 
in faith. In all these things we have no concessions to make, but we should witness an 
unequivocal confession and suffer in consequence what God sends us and what he lets 
the enemies inflict on us.

7 5. We believe, teach, and confess that no church should condemn another 
because it has fewer or more external ceremonies not commanded by God, as long as 
there is mutual agreement in doctrine and in all its articles as well as in the right use of 
the holy sacraments, according to the familiar axiom, “Disagreement in fasting does not 
destroy agreement in faith.” - Formula of Concord Article X

Q: How does our understanding of “Freedom” issues, help us? 

Q: Why is it hard to NOT let our opinions/differences divide us? 

Q:  Why are differences ALSO blessings? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthias_Flacius
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Take It Home Questions: 
Monday, June 14, 2021 Acts 16:1-5 “Timothy” 
Q: What character did Timothy have? 
Q: What’s interesting about the description of his family? 
Q: Why did Paul circumcise Timothy?  Was this “necessary” or was it for some other 
reason? 
Q: What happened as a result of Paul and Timothy sharing the Apostle’s decisions? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Tuesday, June 15, 2021 Acts 16:6-10 “Macedonia” 
Q: Why do you think the Holy Spirit prevented them from going into Asia? 
Q: How did God communicate with Paul? 
Q: What did they conclude about the vision? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Wednesday, June 16, 2021 Acts 16:11-15 “Lydia” 
Q: What were they looking for when they met Lydia? 
Q: What was her “job”? 
Q: What did the Lord do for Lydia? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Thursday, June 17, 2021 Acts 16:16-24 “Conflict With Evil” 
Q: What was behind the girl’s words? 
Q: What did Paul eventually do? 
Q: What happened after that? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Friday, June 18, 2021 Acts 16:25-34 “A Great Shaking” 
Q: Even being beaten and in jail, what were Paul and Silas doing in jail? 
Q: What happened? 
Q: What happened to the Philippian Jailer? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Saturday, June 19, 2021 Acts 16:35-40 “Citizenship Has It’s Privileges” 
Q: What was the “issue” with the police and magistrates? 
Q: What happened? 
Q: How did God use Paul’s citizenship help Paul and Silas?  How does He do the same 
with us?


