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Seals

Rev 6:12-17  When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and
the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood,  (13)  and the stars of the sky fell
to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale.  (14)  The sky vanished like a
scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place.  (15)  Then
the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and
everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains,  (16) 
calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb,  (17)  for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can
stand?”

This is a “favorite” passage of the Dispensationalists to predict events that will come. The describe
pictures of literal meteor showers, the sky literally vanishing, and people actually fleeing to caves. This
passage does give us a “taste” of the end time struggles.

What does this passage men to us personally?

Do you think there will there be a literal vanishing of the sky?

What is the idea that John is trying to convey?

We have seen this before in scripture:

Hag 2:6-7  For thus says the LORD of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and
the earth and the sea and the dry land.  (7)  And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all
nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, says the LORD of hosts.

Joe 2:30-31  “And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of
smoke.  (31)  The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and
awesome day of the LORD comes.

Joe 3:14-15  Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the
valley of decision.  (15)  The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining.

2Pe 3:11  Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of
holiness and godliness, 

2Pe 3:12  waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be
set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 

2Pe 3:13  But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells. 

What event happens after the events described in todays passage?

What might be the symbolism of our passage today in relation to the coming of the Christ?



Here’s what Jesus said about the end times:

Mar 13:24-27  “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not
give its light,  (25)  and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be
shaken.  (26)  And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.  (27) 
And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth
to the ends of heaven.

Mat 24:29  “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will
not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 

Mat 24:30  Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth
will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory. 

In these passages we see reference to physical and literal suffering, destruction, and torment. We know
that these things must happen in order for there to be a new Heaven and a new Earth established. The
old must be removed, and the wrath and power of the judgement of the Lord must take place.  I  order
for the exaltation of Christ on the throne to happen, the judgement must come.

How do we prepare for this time?

What is our strength to endure these times?


