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The Seventh Trumpet

There has been a lot of action, description, and imagery in this chapter up to this point. We have seen
the church persecuted, militant and triumphant. The images of the two witnesses symbolizes the whole
church, with their seeming death and resurrection symbolizing the persecution, martyrdom,
suppression, and rebirth to continue to testify about Jesus. This entire section is a description of the
Church Age, that we now inhabit. The descriptions symbolize Christ persecuted and Christ triumphant.
We now come to the last trumpet.

There is a lot to cover in chapter 11, including a lot of imagery that may be well known to some. It’s
important that we discuss some of these images in context leading up to today’s text.

Rev 11:1-2  Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, “Rise and measure the temple
of God and the altar and those who worship there,  (2)  but do not measure the court outside the
temple; leave that out, for it is given over to the nations, and they will trample the holy city for
forty-two months.

What is the significance of measuring the temple, and all who worship there?

Why is the outside court excluded?

What is meant by trampling the holy city for 42 months?

The measuring indicated that God’s plan and protection is so certain that it could be measured as a
physical reality.  This is also consistent with Biblical imagery of protection of God’s people as illustrated
by the drawing of a boundary line. The altar is included as are God’s people to symbolize protection of
praise and worship, and the incense from the altar symbolizes prayer.

The outer court, the place of the Gentiles, is not to be measured. This is a symbol of the Church of Jesus
Christ, and the lack of measurement means that the church will come under attack, and that even
thought God protects His people there will be persecution and even death.

The Holy City represents God’s dwelling amidst His people, both here and in heaven.   This symbolizes
that the people of God will be persecuted. So there will be persecution of the Church, and God’s people.
But the inner soul of worship and faith will be kept intact.

The 42-month time period. This is also described as 1260 days later in revelation, and is consistent with
the Daniel vision of “time, times, and half a time.”  It works out to 3 ½ years. Daniel saw this as the end
time tribulation. John sees this as the tribulation of the church age beginning with the cross.

Dan 7:25  He shall speak words against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most High,
and shall think to change the times and the law; and they shall be given into his hand for a time, times,
and half a time.

Jesus taught: Mat 24:14  And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world
as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.

Rev 11:4-12  These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the
earth.  (5)  And if anyone would harm them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes their foes. If



anyone would harm them, this is how he is doomed to be killed.  (6)  They have the power to shut the
sky, that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and they have power over the waters to
turn them into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as they desire.  (7) 
And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will make
war on them and conquer them and kill them,  (8)  and their dead bodies will lie in the street of the
great city that symbolically is called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified.  (9)  For three
and a half days some from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will gaze at their dead
bodies and refuse to let them be placed in a tomb,  (10)  and those who dwell on the earth will rejoice
over them and make merry and exchange presents, because these two prophets had been a torment
to those who dwell on the earth.  (11)  But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God
entered them, and they stood up on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them.  (12)  Then
they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here!” And they went up to heaven in
a cloud, and their enemies watched them.

Who are the two witnesses?

What is symbolized by their powers?

What is the symbolism of their death?

What is the significance of the 3 ½ days?

What is the significance of their coming back to life?

The two witnesses represent the church in her message of Christ to the world. Their powers show that
God is all powerful and no power can destroy the message of God or the power of the Church. The death
shows that the enemy and demonic forces released will persecute the word seemingly triumph, causing
pain, suffering, and death. But this is short lived as the witnesses, representing the church and the
power of the believers in Christ, will emerge victorious. The time is similar to the 3 ½ years we have seen
before. Incompleteness and a short time are the symbols here. Ultimately they are called to Heaven in
the same way that Jesus Himself ascended.  The witnessed do not represent a specific person or persons
as some might believe.

What are your thoughts on this chapter of revelation to this point?

How do these images and explanations square with any previous teaching you might have had on
revelation?

Rev 11:15-19  Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying,
“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign
forever and ever.”  (16)  And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their
faces and worshiped God,  (17)  saying, “We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who
was, for you have taken your great power and begun to reign.  (18)  The nations raged, but your wrath
came, and the time for the dead to be judged, and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and
saints, and those who fear your name, both small and great, and for destroying the destroyers of the
earth.”  (19)  Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within
his temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy
hail.



Text discussion:

What is the significance of the seventh trumpet?

Why is this hymn so victorious?

What is the contrast between this reaction to the seventh trumpet and the reaction of opening the
seventh seal? What did they each portend?

The text says the kingdom of this world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of its Christ-what do
you think that signifies?

We are now in celebration mode, as opposed to the dread of the last vision. We have seen the trials and
tribulations portended in the previous verses. Now, at the conclusion, something else is about to
happen.

16)  And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and worshiped
God,  (17)  saying, “We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken
your great power and begun to reign.  

Who are the 24 elders-what do they represent?

Who are the loud voices?

(18) The nations raged, but your wrath came, and the time for the dead to be judged, and for
rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, and those who fear your name, both small and
great, and for destroying the destroyers of the earth.”

What are your thoughts regarding this verse? What do you think it signifies?

What does it imply will follow?

(19)  Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within his
temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail.

What happened to the Ark on earth?

2Ki 25:8-9  In the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month—that was the nineteenth year of King
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon—Nebuzaradan, the captain of the bodyguard, a servant of the king of
Babylon, came to Jerusalem.  (9)  And he burned the house of the LORD and the king's house and all the
houses of Jerusalem; every great house he burned down.

Jer 3:16  And when you have multiplied and been fruitful in the land, in those days, declares the LORD,
they shall no more say, “The ark of the covenant of the LORD.” It shall not come to mind or be
remembered or missed; it shall not be made again.

This leads one to believe that the Ark was probably destroyed and prophesied to be forgotten. Why then
is this passage so significant?

What can we take from these verses?



Does this section of scripture we have been studying today make you fearful or hopeful about the
future?


