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In this section Paul is being falsely accused of defiling the temple, and as such is once again the subject

of incarceration at the hands of the Roman authorities. We have read in prior passages that he has been

mistaken for one who led a revolt earlier and escaped. He has also been accused of speaking against the

Jews. Paul in this passage addressed the crowd.

Act 22:1-8 “Brothers and fathers, hear the defense that I now make before you.”  (2)  And when they

heard that he was addressing them in the Hebrew language, they became even more quiet. And he said:

(3) “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated at the feet of Gamaliel

according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers, being zealous for God as all of you are this day.

 (4)  I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering to prison both men and women, (5) as

the high priest and the whole council of elders can bear me witness. From them I received letters to the

brothers, and I journeyed toward Damascus to take those also who were there and bring them in bonds

to Jerusalem to be punished.  (6) “As I was on my way and drew near to Damascus, about noon a great

light from heaven suddenly shone around me.  (7) And I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to

me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’  (8) And I answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And he said to

me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.’

Is there a significance to the use of the term “brothers and fathers”, and the admonition to “hear the

defense that I now make before you?”

What was the significance of using the Hebrew language?

Why did Paul mention Gamaliel?

Paul uses these techniques to strike a bond with his audience. Brothers and fathers were terms of

respect for the elders and used commonly among the Jews to denote kinship and affection. The term

later was adopted in the Church as a designation of community and family in the house of God. The

opening is also significant in that this is the same introduction that Stephen used to begin his testimony.

When we speak of our testimony to others do we try to meet people where they are or do we have our

own agenda?

How do we relate to others when we talk about Jesus?

In giving his background Paul relates his own history as a persecutor of Christians.

“I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women, as also

the high priest bears me witness, and all the council of the elders, from whom I also received letters to

the brethren, and went to Damascus to bring in chains even those who were there to Jerusalem to be

punished.” What is the significance of each of these sections of this passage?

● I persecuted this Way to the death…
● …binding and delivering into prisons both men and women…
● …the high priest bears me witness, and all the council of the elders, from whom I also received

letters to the brethren…
● …went to Damascus to bring in chains even those who were there to Jerusalem to be

punished…



This shows that Paul had killed those of faith, and if not killed at least imprisoned believers, all with

religious and government approval, and did it energetically in other places.

How energetic are we in our witness and testimony?

Are we as “zealous” as those who would persecute us?

What keeps us from being as energized in the faith as we might be?

Paul’s Testimony: We see Paul share his Testimony in scripture several times.

Act 26:9-11 “I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things in opposing the name of Jesus of

Nazareth.  (10)  And I did so in Jerusalem. I not only locked up many of the saints in prison after receiving

authority from the chief priests, but when they were put to death I cast my vote against them.  (11) And

I punished them often in all the synagogues and tried to make them blaspheme, and in raging fury

against them I persecuted them even to foreign cities.

Php 3:6-7 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.  (7) But

whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.

1Ti 1:12-14 I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful,

appointing me to his service,  (13)  though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent

opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief,  (14)  and the grace of our

Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.

How can we offer encouragement to others through our testimony?

What are some ways we can share our stories with others?

How have you shared your story with another person? How was it received?


