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SENT-are we willing? 

Have you ever felt God was telling you to do something? 

What was your response? 

If you followed through, what was the outcome? 

Obstacles  
Jonah 1:1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of AmiLai, saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, 
that great city, and call out against it, for their evil has come up before me.” 3 But Jonah rose to flee to 
Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So 
he paid the fare and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the 
LORD. 

Was Jonah obedient to the Lord’s calling? 

Why do you think Jonah aLempted to run from the Lord? 

Jonah 4:1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. 2 And he prayed to the LORD and said, 
“O LORD, is not this what I said when I was yet in my country? That is why I made haste to flee to 
Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love, and relen&ng from disaster. 3 Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is beLer 
for me to die than to live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Do you do well to be angry?” 

What does this passage tell us about Jonah’s ini&al unwillingness to follow God’s command? 

Do we struggle with similar issues that hinder us from following God’s will? 

Exodus 3:10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of 
Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel 
out of Egypt?” 

Exodus 4:1 Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice, for they 
will say, ‘The LORD did not appear to you.’” 

Exodus 4:10 But Moses said to the LORD, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in the past or since you 
have spoken to your servant, but I am slow of speech and of tongue.” 
Exodus 4:12-13 (ESV) 
12 Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.” 13 But he said, 
“Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.” 

What was Moses’s excuse in Exodus 3:11?  Do we have similar excuses? 

What was his excuse in Exodus 4:1?  Do we have the same issues? 

What was his excuse in Exodus 4:10?  Can we relate to his excuse? 
What was Moses’s real problem?  Is that our problem? 



Obedience  
Isaiah 6:8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I 
said, “Here I am! Send me.” 9 And he said, “Go, and say to this people: 
“‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; 
keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ 
10 Make the heart of this people dull, 
and their ears heavy, 
and blind their eyes; 
lest they see with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their hearts, 
and turn and be healed.” 

Does obedience to God’s calling always lead to worldly success? 

What can be hard about following God’s calling on your life? 

Acts 13:1 Now there were in the church at An&och prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was 
called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they 
were worshiping the Lord and fas&ng, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work to which I have called them.” 3 Then aher fas&ng and praying they laid their hands on them and 
sent them off. 4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they 
sailed to Cyprus. 5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues of 
the Jews. And they had John to assist them. 

Who ini&ated the calling on Barnabas and Saul (v. 2)?  Why is that important? 

What did it require Barnabas and Saul to do?  Was that easy? 

Acts 13:6 When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they came upon a certain 
magician, a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus. 7 He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of 
intelligence, who summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the 
magician (for that is the meaning of his name) opposed them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from 
the faith. 9 But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him 10 and 
said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop 
making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? 11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, 
and you will be blind and unable to see the sun for a &me.” Immediately mist and darkness fell upon 
him, and he went about seeking people to lead him by the hand. 12 Then the proconsul believed, when 
he saw what had occurred, for he was astonished at the teaching of the Lord. 

What did Barnabas and Saul encounter on their mission (v. 8)?  Will that be true when we are on 
mission? 

Ul&mately, what was the outcome of Barnabas’s and Saul’s obedience?  How can that be an 
encouragement to us? 


