
Should I stay or should I go? (Christian Growth Hour June 27, 2021) 
Acts 18 
Paul in Corinth 
1 After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native 
of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all 
the Jews to leave Rome (This occurred in 49 AD). And he went to see them, 3 and because he 
was of the same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade. 4 
And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks. 
 
Why do you think Paul found it necessary to work his trade (1 Corinthians 9)? 
 
Did Paul use his profession to engage in the lives of others?  Can we do the same? 
 
Why do you think Paul went to the synagogue to profess the Gospel? 
 
 
5 When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the word, testifying 
to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus. 6 And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out 
his garments and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent. From now on 
I will go to the Gentiles.”  
 
Why was it necessary to go the Jews first? 
 
What was the meaning behind Paul shaking out his garments? (Luke 9:5 “And wherever they do 
not receive you, when you leave that town shake off the dust from your feet as a testimony 
against them.”) 
 
Did that mean that Paul would no longer speak to the Jews? 
 
Should we give up on people who reject the message of the Gospel? 
 
 
7 And he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus (he was a Gentile), a 
worshiper of God. His house was next door to the synagogue. 8 Crispus, the ruler of the 
synagogue (he was a Jew), believed in the Lord, together with his entire household. And many 
of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized. 9 And the Lord said to Paul one 
night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, 10 for I am with 
you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who are my people.” 11 
And he stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them. 
 
Despite the opposition to the Gospel, what happened?  How can that be an encouragement to 
us? 
 



Paul frequently fled to other areas when strong opposition occurred but in this case he stayed 
for an extended time.  What made the difference in this case? 
 
 Why do you think that was important to the Corinthian church? 
 
What keeps us from staying on course with the mission that God calls us to? 
 
12 But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack on Paul and 
brought him before the tribunal, 13 saying, “This man is persuading people to worship God 
contrary to the law.” 14 But when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If 
it were a matter of wrongdoing or vicious crime, O Jews, I would have reason to accept your 
complaint. 15 But since it is a matter of questions about words and names and your own law, 
see to it yourselves. I refuse to be a judge of these things.” 16 And he drove them from the 
tribunal. 17 And they all seized Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him in front of 
the tribunal. But Gallio paid no attention to any of this. 
 
Paul frequently encountered opposition that brought him before government officials.  In this 
case, he did not speak but in others he had the opportunity to share the Gospel message. 
 
How do the following passages relate to Paul’s situation? 
 
Luke 12:11 And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, 
do not be anxious about how you should defend yourself or what you should say, 12 for the 
Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.” 
 
Luke 21:12 But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you 
up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for my 
name's sake. 13 This will be your opportunity to bear witness. 14 Settle it therefore in your 
minds not to meditate beforehand how to answer, 15 for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, 
which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. 
 
What do these passages have to tell us?  Do we have to come up with the right words on our 
own? 
 
Does anyone have an experience to share where these passages were true for you? 
 
 
 
 
1 Corinthians 1:1 Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother 
Sosthenes, 
 
 
 


