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Alive In Christ Christian Growth Hour June 13, 2021 

Acts 15:36-41 And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the 

brothers in every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.” 

37 Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John called Mark. 38 But Paul thought best 

not to take with them one who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone 

with them to the work. 39 And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated 

from each other. Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus, 40 but Paul 

chose Silas and departed, having been commended by the brothers to the grace of the 

Lord. 41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches. 

Context: Paul and Barnabas had been sent from the church in Syrian Antioch to 

Jerusalem to deliver 

financial aid to the brothers 

there in response to a 

famine. On their return to 

Antioch, they brought with 

them “John called Mark” 

who was from Jerusalem. 

At the Holy Spirit’s leading, 

Barnabas and Saul were 

commended and sent out 

by the church in Syrian 

Antioch to proclaim the 

word of God (Acts 13). 

They took John/Mark along 

to assist them. They 

traveled from Antioch to 

Seleucia from which they 

sailed to Cyprus. They 

landed at Salamis and 

traveled across the island 

to Paphos from which they 

sailed to Pamphylia. In 

Perga, Pamphylia, John/Mark left them and returned to Jerusalem. Scriptures do not 

reveal why John/Mark left them. In today’s text, Paul and Barnabas are planning a 

second mission trip to return to where they had preached and suffered persecution to 

see how the brothers there were doing. 

1) Why do you think Paul did not want John/Mark to accompany them on their return to 

the cities where they had preached (verse 38)? 

 

2) Why do you think Barnabas was so insistent on bringing John/Mark with them? 
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3) How was their disagreement resolved? 

 

4) Why do you think Paul’s friend, Luke, included this possibly embarrassing encounter 

in his writing of Acts? 

 

5) Did Paul have other disagreements with early Christians? 

 

6) Have you ever had a “sharp disagreement” with a brother or sister in Christ? How 

did that disagreement make you feel? 

 

7) Is it sinful for Christians to disagree with one another? Why or why not? 

 

8) Can you think of any disagreements among Christians that had a favorable 

outcome? 

 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 

arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it 

does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

9) Can we lovingly have a disagreement? What are some do’s and don’t’s? 

 

Romans 12:16-19 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate 

with the lowly.8 Never be wise in your own sight. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give 

thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on 

you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the 

wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 

10)  What can we learn about disagreements from this scripture? 

 

Epilogue: Paul and Barnabas did not let their disagreement ruin their relationship. Paul 

would later affectionately mention Barnabas as being worthy of monetary support in his 

work of proclaiming the gospel (1 Cor. 9:6). John/Mark’s relationship with Paul was 

restored and Paul would later write, “Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring him with 

you, for he is very useful to me for ministry.” (2 Timothy 4:11).  


